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3  AFFAIRS  OF  THE   MEXICAN  KICKAPOO    INDIANS. 


HEABIXaS    BEFOBST  THB    SUBCOMMITTEE   OF    THE    COMMITTEE 
ON  INDIAN  AFFAntS,  XmiTED   STATES  SENATE. 


Shawnee,  Okla.,  November  18 y  1907, 

The  subcoinniittee  n*et  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

Present:  Senators  Teller  (chairman)  and  Curtis;  also  Mr.  John 
Embry,  United  States  attorney  for  Oklahoma,  and  Mr.  M.  J.  Bentley, 
representing  the  Mexican  Kicfeapoo  Indians. 

LEE  BAILEY,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  name? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Lee  Bailey. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Oklahoma  City,  at  the  present  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  Territory? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  have  lived  nere  about  eleven  or  twelve  years;  since 
the  opening  of  the  Kickapoo  country. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  business  i 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  am  a  carpenter  by  trade. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  live  among  the  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wlien? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Since  the  opening  of  the  Kickapoo  countrA%  in  1905. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  what  capacity  were  you  with  them? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  lived  in  the  same  settlement  or  neighborhood  where 
they  were  located. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  never  worked  for  them  as  farmer  or  anything 
of  that  kind? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  large  number  of 
them  moving  to  Mexico  four  or  five  years  ago  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  they  went  away  from  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  how  they  were  induced  to  go  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  that.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  their  usual  condition  as  to  other  Indians; 
how  did  they  rate  as  to  other  Indians?  Were  they  as  intelligent  as 
the  Poncas  and  the  other  Indians  around  in  the  Territory? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so,  as  far  as  I  have  had  any  experi- 
ence with  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  live  among  the  Poncas  and  Shaw- 
nees  and  Sac  and  Fox  Indians? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir;  I  have  lived  among  the  Cherokees. 
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Senator  Curtis.  The  Kickapoos  are  not  anpvhere  as  bri<^ht  as  the 
Cherokees,  are  they? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir;  not  taking  them  as  a  class. 

Senator  Curtis.  As  a  matter  oi  fact,  as  a  class  they  are  verj-  poor 
and  ignorant  Indians?  I  refer  to  what  are  known  as  the  Kickapoo 
Indians — those  that  went  to  Mexico. 

Mb.  Bailey.  Some  of  them  are  and  some  are  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bentley?  VV>re  you  living  in 
that  neighborhood  when  he  was  agent  of  the  Kickapoos  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  near  to  the  agency  did  you  live? 

Mr.  Bailey.   V\'hich  agency  do  you  mean  i 

Senator  Curtis.  The  Kickapoo  Agency. 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  was  down  in  the  Kickapoo  country  about  2  miles. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  the  real  agency — the  agency  here  in 
Shawnee. 

Mr.  Bailey.  That  was  16  miles. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  have  no  knowledge  of  their  moving  to 
Mexico,  personally,  except  that  they  went? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  who  induced  them  to  go,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  the  selling  of  their 
land,  recently,  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cutitis.  Beyond  their  selling  their  land,  after  they  went  to 
Mexico? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes;  I  know  that  they  had  sold  their  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  that,  except  what  people  say? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  really  know  that  they  have  made  any 
sale? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  seen  one. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  not  bought  any  of  their  land,  have  you? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bailey,  you  lived  here  in  the  vicinity  of  these 
Kickapoos  when  Mr.  Bentley  was  special  Indian  agent,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  transactions  with  Mr.  Bentley  to 
get  him  to  aid  you  or  assist  you  in  securing  the  cancellation  of  what 
was  known  as  the  double  Kickapoo  allotment? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir;  not  with  Mr.  Bentley  in  person. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  anv  conversation  with  him  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  had  talked  with  him  about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  the  conversation  with  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Bailey.  He  always  gave  me  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
matter  in  the  event  there  might  possibly  be  something  wrong  with 
the  land ;  but  he  never  gave  me  any  information  in  regard  to  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Embry.  Whom  did  you  have  your  dealings  with? 

Mr.  Bailey.  With  one  man — Mills. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  were  you  to  pay  when  you  got  the  cancel- 
lation of  the  allotment? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  was  to  give  him  $150,  which  I  did. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  get  the  land  canceled  or  was  it  refused? 

Mr.  Bailey.  It  was  refused. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  you  live  there? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Six  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  w^hile  Mr.  Bentley  was  agent? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir, 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  he  'agent  during  the  whole  six  years  you  lived 
there? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  you  live  on  there  after  Mr.  Bentley  was 
no  longer  agent  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  think  it  was  two  years  afterwards. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  time  did  Mr.  Bentley  go  out? 

Mr.  Bentley.  In  1901. 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir;  I  lived  there  three  years  afterwards. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  lived  there  three  years  after  Mr.  Bentley  went 
out  of  oflfice  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  induced  you  to  go  on  that  Indian  allotment  and 
suggested  that  you  pay  this  fee  of  $150  to  get  it  canceled? 

Mr.  Bailey.  'Mr.  Shultz  recommended  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  Mr.  Shultz?  Did  he  have  any  connection 
with  Mr.  Bentley 's  affairs? 

Mr.  Bailey.  He  told  me  he  had  a  contract  with  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  kind  of  a  contract  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  That  for  a  certain  amount  of  money  it  would  be 
canceled. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  is  this  man  Shultz,  and  where  is  he  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  He  is  in  Canada  at  the  present  time. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  let  us  understand.  Shultz  was  to  get  the 
land  canceled? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  you  put  this  money*,  how  did  you  dispose 
of  it?     Did  you  deposit  it  or  pay  it  over? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  paid  it  over  to  Mills,  who  was  acting  as  agent  for 
Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  told  you  to  pay  it  over? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Mills  himself  mane  the  agreement  with  me  and  said 
he  would  work  through  Mr.  Bentley  to  get  it  canceled. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  tell  you  Mr.  Bentley  had  authorized  him  to 
take  that  money  for  that  purpose? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Bentley  about  the  cancellation 
of  this  allotment  at  any  time  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  have  talked  to  him  a  number  of  times. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  along  during  the  time  you  were  seeking  to  get 
it  canceled  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir;  not  after  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Not  after  what? 

ilr.  Bailey.  After  I  gave  Mr.  Mills  this  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  y^ou  talk  with  him  before  you  gave  Mills  this 
monej^  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  never  gave  it  any  particular  study. 


706  AJFAIRS   OF    THE   MEXICAN    KIOKAPOO   INDIANS. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  refer  you  to  anyone,  or  did  he  tell  you  to  see 
anyone? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  you  happen  to  see  Mills? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Mills  called  to  see  me. 

The  Chairman.  Do  a^ou  know  anj^thing  about  it  except  what 
Mills  told  you?  You  say  Mills  told  you  certain  things.  Now,  do 
you  know  anj^thing  about  whether  it  is  tnie  or  not  wfiat  Mills  told 
you? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  had  reason  to  believe  it  was  true  because  he  was 
on  a  piece  of  land  of  the  same  kind  and  got  a  deed  to  it,  and  knowing 
that  ne  and  Bentley  had  worked  a  good  deal  together — that  was  my 
reason. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  Mr.  Bentley  recommended  that  they  be 
not  canceled,  and  it  was  not  canceled,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Bailet.  Mr.  Bentley  refused  to  recommend  the  cancellation 
of  the  entry. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  refused,  and  the  Department  refused? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  it  was  not  canceled? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir;  it  was  not  canceled. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  he  told  you  that  he  had  refused  to  recom- 
mend that  it  be  canceled,  did  he  not,  afterwards? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir;  I  tliink  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  must  have  been  worked  by  somebody? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  worked  by  somebody. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  vou  know  the  name  of  this  Indian  allottee? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  got  it  from  the  record  in  two  or  three  different  names. 
I  have  not  the  papers  here.  I  think  my  papers  are  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Thackery  at  the  present  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  records  were  in  the  Indian  Office  here  showing 
what  piece  it  was  that  you  were  contesting,  were  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  showing  your  name  in  connection  with  it? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir;  I  never  ^t  anjr  decision. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Is  it  not  a  fact  tnat  tKis  old  man  Mills  came  to  you 
pretending  to  represent  me  in  some  way,  and  he  swindled  you  out  of 
$150?     You  never  got  any  value  for  that? 

Mr.  Bailey.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley,  He  actually  beat  you- out  of  it,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Did  you  ever  know  any  reason  why  I  helped  Mills 
to  get  the  piece  of  land  to  live  on  ?  Was  any  reason  ever  assigned  by 
anybody? 

Mr.  SEailey.  Only  for  this  reason :  I  knew  he  had  been  your  inter- 
preter and  you  and  he  were  working  together. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  lived  >\athin  half  a  mile  of  the  home  of  Ah-che- 
che,  I  believe? 

Mr.  Bailey.  A  half  a  mile  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  recall  that  this  negro  Mills  helped  Ah-che- 
che  to  open  a  pretty  good  farm  there  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  helped  to  erect  a  very  substantial  fenc«  and 
good  gates,  and  they  built  a  new  bam? 
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Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  dug  a  well  to  get  good  water? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  not  recall  that  I  once  said  to  you  that  the 
land  I  had  gotten  for  Mills  was  part  payment  for  the  hard  work 
that  he  had  done  among  the  Kickapoos,  and  that  that  was  the  only 
way  I  could  compensate  him  ?  He  was  a  negro  and  they  thought  he 
ought  to  have  a  home  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  believe  I  called  on  him  one  time  to  measure  up  some 
land  there — ^some  grubbing  that  he  had  done — and  to  make  an  esti- 
mate, and  you  spoke  something  in  regard  to  a  settlement;  you 
would  like  to  do  something  for  him  in  spme  way,  I  do  not  remember 
what  it  was. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  remember  he  had  done  a  great  deal  of  hard 
work  for  the  Indians,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir;  I  remember  the  amount  of  work  he  had 
done  upto  that  time  would  figure  up  about  $128  on  that  place. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  vou  Imow  O-que-nah-ko-the,  the  old  chief? 
You  knew  him  in  his  Ufetime  quite  well,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  recall  that  he  was  in  quite  deUcate  health  for 
several  years  before  he  died  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  this  old  negro,  Mills, 
reallv  took  care  of  him  and  had  a  cow  and  milked  it  to  give  nim  milk, 
and  looked  after  the  family  generally? 
HfMr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

[r»Mr.  Bentley.  On  the  land  that  Mills  later  acquired  as  a  home- 
stead? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  when  the  old  chief  died  he  continued  to  Uve 
there  and  the  land  was  canceled,  and  Mills  got  it? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  ago  did  that  transaction  take  place? 
When  was  this  land  canceled?  How  long  ago  was  it  since  this  man's 
claim  was  rejected?  You  were  living  on  it  for  two  years  after  Mr. 
Bentley  left.  Now,  when  did  you  get  notice  from  tne  Department 
that  you  were  going  to  lose  the  place  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  I  think  it  was  in  1903,  if  I  remember  right. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Did  you  take  an  appeal  ? 

Mr.  Bailey.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Was  that  when  your  appeal  was  concluded,  in  1903? 

Mr.  Bailey.  It  was  in  1904  that  I  was  dispossessed  of  the  place — 
May,  1904. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

E.  E.  HOOD,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  foUows: 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  name? 
Mr.  Hood.  E.  E.  Hood. 
Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  business  ? 
Mr.  Hood.  Attorney  at  law. 
Senator  Curtis.  WKere  do  you  live  ? 
Mr.  Hood.  Shawnee,  Okla. ' 
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'    Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  Kicking  Kickapoo 
tribe  of  Indians? 

Mr.  Hood.  Part  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  you  were  in  Mexico  during 
the  year  1906  or  1907. 

Mr.  Hood.  During  the  year  1906,  the  latter  part  of  it,  I  was;  yes^ 
sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  business  transactions  had  you  with  them 
at  that  time? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  went  down  there  for  the  purpose  of  paying  an  Indian. 
Pem-me-pah-ho-ne-nah,  part  of  the  purchase  price  of  the  same  land 
that  had  been  bought  for  me  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Jacobs  about  thirty  days 
prior  to  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  him? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  paid  him  a  part. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  him? 

Mr.  Hood.  At  that  time  I  paid  Kim  $400  in  Mexican  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  amount  due  him  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Hood.  The  amount  due  him  at  that  time,  the  consideration 
was  $800.  Mr.  Jacobs  at  the  time  he  purchased  the  land  paid  him 
$200,  and  afterwards  I  paid  him  $400  Mexican  money,  or  $200 
American. 

Senator  Curtis.  Eight  hundred  dollars  was  American  money,  was  it  t 

Mr.  Hood.  The  deed  did  not  say. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  the  original  deed? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  Please  produce  it  for  the  inspection  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

(Thepaper  was  exhibited.) 
.  Mr.  Embry.  You  got  two  contracts  in  your  name,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir;  I  will  explain  that  a  little  later.  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  the  other  contract. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  notice  this  paper  that  you  have  handed  me  is 
witnessed  by  George  B.  Kishketon,  and  Alberto  Lobo,  Republic  of 
Mexico,  State  of  Monclova.  Is  this  the  deed  you  got  when  you  were 
there  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  No,  sir;  that  was  taken  about  thirty  days  prior,  when 
Mr.  Jacobs  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  not  there? 

Mr.  Hood.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  nothing  about  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding the  taking  of  the  deed  ? 

Mr.  IlooD.  No,  sir;  except  from  hearsay. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  this  Indian  personally? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  did  not  at  that  time.  I  met  him  while  I  was  down 
there. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  is  there  still  due  on  this  place? 

Mr.  Hood.  There  is  still  due  on  the  place  $400. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  he  still  here  in  town? 

Mr.  Hood.  He  is  not.  At  least  I  have  not  seen  him.  I  made 
inquiry  of  several  parties  concerning  him. 

senator  Curtis.  Did  you  give  him  a  mortgage  on  the  land? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  did  not. 
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Senator  Curtis.  When  you  paid  him  this  $200  what  did  you  say 
to  him? 

Mr.  Hood.  Nothing. 

Senator  Curtis,  Did  he  know  whether  it  was  a  loan  or  a  pay- 
ment ? 

Mr.  Hood.  Well,  I  went  down  there  with  the  intention  of  paying 
him  the  full  amount  that  was  due  him,  amounting  to  $600,  but  I 
did  not  like  the  situation  after  I  got  there  and  paid  him  but  $200. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  drunk  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Hood.  No,  sir;  he  was  sober. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  this  deed  was  read  to 
him  or  not  at  the  time  he  signed  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  could  not  say  as  to  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  this  was  one  of  the 
number  of  men  whose  names  were  forged  to  the  deed  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  No,  sir;  I  know  nothing  about  the  transaction. 

Senator  Curtis,  What  is  the  land  really  worth? 

Mr.  Hood.  The  land  is  really  worth  about  $1,200. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  is  there  of  it? 

Mr.  Hood.  Eighty  acres. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  you  were  not  satisfied  with  the  situa- 
tion. That  was  the  reason  you  did  not  pay  any  more  money,  I 
wish  you  would  tell  the  committee  why  you  were  not  satisfied,  and 
also  what  month  you  were  there.  The  deed  is  dated  the  31st  day 
of  December,  1 906. 

Mr.  Hood.  I  was  down  there  probably  in  January,  1907.  In  the 
first  place  I  instructed  Jacobs  at  the  time  he  was  going  to  Mexico 
that  if  he  saw  an  opportunity  to  buy  a  piece  of  land  at  a  reasonable 
sum  for  me  to  do  so.  Some  time  after  that  I  got  word  from  him 
that  he  had  bought  a  piece  of  land  for  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  wired  you,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  think  probably  he  did  wire  me,  or  some  one  else,  who 
informed  me.  He  probably  wired  Garrett,  but  I  got  the  informa- 
tion, and  in  a  short  time  afterwards  this  deed,  accompanied  by  a 
draft,  came  back  to  the  bank  in  which  I  was  doing  business.  I  was 
not  fully  satisfied  as  to  where  the  money  was  going  and  I  did  not  pay 
the  draft. 

The  Chairman.  What  amount  was  the  draft  for? 

Mr.  Hood.  The  draft  was  for  $800. 

The  Chairman.  The  whole  amount? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  recollection  at  this  time.  So  I 
thought  I  would  go  down  and  investigate  a  little  myself. 

The  Chairman.  What  bank  did  it  come  from? 

Mr.  Hood.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  Shawnee  State  Bank.  I 
am  not  positive  about  that,  however.  When  I  got  to  Eagle  Pass  I 
was  in  company  with  Mr.  John  Garrett  and  Dr.^  R.  C.  Conine.  I 
did  not  talk  much  with  that  banker  myself  about  the  matter;  in 
fact,  none — ^Mr.  Schmidt,  of  the  First  National  Bank — ^but  anyhow 
the  deed  at  that  time  was  turned  over  to  me  by  the  bank  without 
paying  anything. 

Senator  Curtis.  Without  paying  a  dollar  of  money? 

Mr.  Hood.  W^ithout  paying  a  (lollar  of  money.  I  went  to  Mon- 
clova  with  Garrett  and  Conine  and  from  there  I  went  to  Muzquiz, 
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and  I  met  the  Indian.     At  that  time  I  had  paid  him  S400  in  Mexican 
money. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  you  had  no  talk  with  him? 

Mr.  Hood.  No  talk  before  this. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say  at  the  time? 

Mr.  Hood.  He  had  but  very  little  to  say.  We  sat  down  and  had 
some  dinner  with  an  Indian — I  have  forgotten  his  name — and  I  told 
the  interpreter  that  I  had  come  down  to  make  a  settlement  with  him 
for  the  amount,  and  to  tell  him  at  that  time  that  I  did  not  feel  that  I 
wanted  to  pay  him  the  full  amount;  that  I  understood  there  was 
$600  due;  S200  had  been  paid  to  Jacobs,  and  I  would  pay  him  $200 
more,  and  would  pay  him  the  rest  later,  and  I  counted  out  the  money 
and  paid  it  to  him  and  he  took  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  the  interpreter? 

Mr.  Hood.  George  Kishketon.  Eitner  he  or  Mack  Johnson,  I  am 
not  sure.  There  were  three  of  them — Mack  Johnson,  George  Kish- 
keton, and  Conine,  who  talked  Mexican. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  what  was  interpreted  to  the 
Indian,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  Not  a  bit.  I  did  not  understand  either  Kickapoo  or 
Mexican. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  that  time  was  Mr.  John  Garrett  there  about 
buying  land? 

&Ir.  Hood.  He  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  in  any  compact  with  Garrett,  either 
before  he  went  down  or  afterwards  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  Not  any  more  than  I  advised  him  about  some  legal 
matters.     Before  he  went,  I  drafted  a  form  of  deed  for  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  advise  him  or  any  of  those  other  people 
in  reference  to  the  legality  of  marriages  in  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  advise  Grimes  in  reference  to  mar- 
riages in  Texas? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  did  not;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  Conine? 

Mr.  Hood.  No,  sir;  but  I  tried  a  little  matter  in  the  probate  court 
for  him,  and  it  then  came  out.  That  was  the  first  time  I  knew  of  this 
matter  coming  up. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  did  not  advise  Mr.  Grimes  that  it  would 
be  legal  to  have  people  married  down  there  at  the  ages' of  15  and  17? 

Mr.  Hood.  No,  sir;  I  knew  nothing  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  that  time  whom  did  Garrett  have  working  with 
him  in  Mexico,  if  you  know,  or  at  Eagle  Pass  in  helping  with  deals? 

Mr.  Hood.  No  one  that  I  know  of  at  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  did  he  have  in  i^xico? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  do  not  think  he  had  anyone  in  Mexico.  I  think 
Kishketon  was  the  interpreter. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  that  time  was  not  Conine  in  his  employ  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  am  not  sure  about  Conine. 

Senator  Cutitis.  You  can  not  swear  before  the  committee  that  he 
was  working  for  him  at  $125  per  month? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  know  nothing  about  that.     I  know  he  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  not  executed  this  Indian  a  mortgage  and 
have  not  paid  him  any  more  money.     Is  that  correct? 
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Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  do  not  know  that  there  was  a  cent  paid 
to  him  at  the  time  the  deed  was  executed  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  Only  from  hearsay. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  deed  was  read  to 
him  or  not,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  Ko,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  the  time  you  were  there  you  took  no  steps  to 
ascertain  whether  he  wanted  all  the  money  or  not? 

Mr.  Hood.  Well,  no,  sir;  not  any  more  than  what  I  have  told  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  this  title  still  in  you?  Have  you  sold  it  to 
anybody  ? 

Air.  ttooD.  I  have  not.     It  is  still  in  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  you  were  down  there  did  you  get  another 
piece  of  property? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  think  you  said  there  were  two  in  your  name? 

Mr.  Hood.  They  are  in  my  name.     I  never  took  either  of  those. 

Senator  Curtis!  How  about  the  other  transaction? 

Mr.  Hood.  As  to  the  other  transaction,  at  the  time  this  deed  was 
taken  Mr.  J.  R.  Jacobs  took  a  deed  from  Pem-me-pah-ho-ne-nah  for 
one-half  interest,  as  I  understand  it,  in  a  certain  tract  of  land  which 
adjoins  this,  and  the  consideration  stated  in  that  deed  was  $200,  but 
I  have  never  paid  anything  of  that  and  do  not  recognize  that  really 
as  being  n.inc  because  I  did  not  authorize  him  to  buy  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Y'ou  are  ready  to  convey  it  back  to  the  Govern- 
ment bv  quitclaim,  are  you? 

Mr.  tiooD.  Yes,  sir;  as  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  do  not  claim  any 
interest  in  that  at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  transaction  is  that  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  That  deed  I  did  not  bring.  It  is  in  my  office.  I  will 
send  it  down  to  the  committee. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  no  agreement  or  understanding  when 
you  went  down  there  with  Garrett  of  any  kind,  had  you  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  No  sir:  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  transactions. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  who  else  was  with  him? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  interested  with  him? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  could  not  say  that.  I  understood  you  to  say,  "Who 
was  with  him?" 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  who  was  with  him  down  there? 

Mr.  Hood.  Dr.  Conine,  George  Kishketon,  and  myself  were  the 
three  that  went  down.     I  went  down  as  I  told  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  take  any  Indians  with  you  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Hood.   Yes,  sir:  they  took  some  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^Vnom  did  they  take? 

Mr.  Hood.  George  Minor;  and  there  was  a  woman  along  that  I 
tliink  was  liis  wife. 

Mr.  Bextley.  A  one-eved  woman? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  think  pro'bably  she  was;  and  then  I  think  there  was 
a  boy  probably  17  or  18  years  old  along. 

Mr.  Bextley.  You  do  not  remember  who  that  boy  was,  do  you? 

Mr.  Hood.  It  was  the  old  woman's  boy  who  was  sick. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  the  boy  sitting  there? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  His  name  is  Mah-teck-aue-net-ne. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  these  Indians  take  the  train,  where 
were  they  put  off? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  can  not  tell.     I  boarded  the  train  here  at  Shawnee 
and  the  Indians  were  on  it  when  I  g:ot  on. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  you  say  they  got  on  the  train  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  They  were  on  the  train  when  I  got  on.  I  got  on  at 
Shawnee. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  did  not  get  on  here;  you  know  that? 

Mr.  Hood.  They  did*  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  with  them  when  you  got  on  the  train, 
George  Kishketon? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  think  so;  I  am  not  sure  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  George  Kishketon  or  Mr. 
Garrett  or  Mr.  Jacobs  saying  anything  about  what  trouble  they  had 
had  in  getting  the  Indians  away  from  the  agent  to  get  them  on  the 
train? 

Mr.  Hood.  No,  sir;  not  then. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  them  say  afterwards? 

Mr.  Hood.  Not  those  Indians.  I  know  they  had  had  trouble 
before  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  Indians  did  you  hear  them  say  they  had 
trouble  getting  away  from  the  agent? 

Mr.  IIooD.  I  never  heard  any  one  of  those  parties  say  anything 
about  having  any  trouble  about  getting  aw^ay. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  defended  Grimes,  did  you  not,  when  he  was 
trying  to  take  them  away  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  for  alienating  the  affections  of  the 
Indians  from  the  United  States  Government. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  must  be  under  an  old  statute? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  an  old  war  statute.  I  have  one  more  con- 
tract of  land  here  that  I  would  not  mind  getting  a  little  information 
about. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  it? 

Mr.  Hood.  That  is  the  George  Kishketon  contract.  I  do  not 
want  to  bother  you  gentlemen  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  We  w^ant  all  the  facts,  and  will  be  glad  to  have 
you  make  any  statement  about  it. 

Mr.  Hood.  There  was  a  suit  filed  against  me  for  recovery  of  the 
land. 

The  Chairman.  Is  the  suit  now  pending? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir;  for  cancellation  of  the  deed. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  state  the  facts. 

Mr.  Hood.  I  had  been  acquainted  with  George  Kishketon  for  some 
time,  but  had  never  had  any  business  transaction  wuth  him.  About 
a  year  ago  or  a  little  less  he  wanted  to  sell  his  land,  and  he  told  me  it 
was  the  piece  of  land  this  side  of  Dale,  on  this  side  of  the  river,  about 
30  or  40  acres  in  cultivation,  and  we  had  passed  it  on  the  train  and 
had  noticed  it  and  thought  it  was  worth  the  money,  and  one  day  I 
bought  it  of  him  and  gave  him  $400  in  cash — that  is*  S350  in  cash  and 
$50  attorney's  fee  that  he  owed  me — making  $400.  Then  I  gave 
him  notes  for  $500,  which  were  afterwards  taken  up.  That  made 
$900.  I  went  over  there  about  three  months  ago,  and  there  was  not 
an  acre  broke  and  not  a  fence.     It  was  a  piece  of  land  probably  that 
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if  a  man  can  get  $500  or  $600  for  he  will  catch  a  sucker.     I  am  not  a 
kicker,  but  this  is  the  fact. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  as  I  understand  it,  you  will  bring  down  the 
deed  that  you  claim  no  interest  in  and  paid  nothing  on? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Is  Kishketon  making  any  complaint  about  this 
matter? 

Mr.  Hood.  None,  except  a  bill  has  been  filed  against  me  in  which 
he  is  one  of  the  complainants. 

The  Chairman.  The  Government  filed  it,  did  it? 

Mr.  Hood.  It  is  in  Kishketon's  name. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  understand  that  you  got  the  deed  and  the  allotment 
of  Pem-me-pah-ho-nah's  own  allotment. 

Mr.  Hood.  His  own  allotment;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  one  where  the  consideration  was  to  be 
$800? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  on  that  you  understood  Jim  Jacobs  had  paid 
$200? 

Mr.  Hood.  Two  hundred  dollars;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.    And  you  later  paid  $400  Mexican  money,  or  $200 
American  ? 
•  Mr.  Hood.*  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Leaving  $400  impaid? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  that  Jim  Jacobs  ever  paid  that  $200, 
or  any  part  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  have  only  his  word  for  it. 

Mr.  Embry.   Has  he  ever  asked  you  to  reimburse  him  for  this? 

Mr.  Hood.  At  that  time  I  understood  him  that  Jim  Jacobs  was 
purchasing  land  in  Garrett's  name,  and  Garrett  asked  me  to  reim- 
burse ^im — to  send  him  $200. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  John  Garrett? 

Mr.  IIooD.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  the  other  interest  which  you  bought  from  Pem- 
me-pah-ho-nah  was  an  inheritence  in  an  allotment,  was  it? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  his  right  as  an  heir? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  will  bring  the  deed  down  of  the  other  allotment, 
will  you  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Would  you  know  the  name  of  the  Indian  from  whom 
he  inherited,  or  in  which  he  sold  you  an  interest? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  probably  would,  but  I  am  not  sure. 

Mr.  Embry.   \Vss  it  Me-paw-ke-quah? 

Mr.  Hood.  It  is  my  recollection  that  that  is  the  name. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  tne  consideration  of  $400  for  the  Kishketon  deed 
is  all  you  pretend  to  have  paid  Pem-me-pah-ho-nah  for  any  of  that 
land,  either  for  his  allotment  or  for  the  interest  you  got  in  it? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  want  to  say  that  at  any  time  this  mat- 
ter is  settled  if  I  can  get  the  land  that  is  in  court  now,  in  suit,  1  am 
ready  and  willing  to  pay  the  money.     I  will  put  up  a  certified  check 
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for  it.  I  made  a  proposition  to  the  Government  sometime  ag^o, 
through  one  of  these  agents,  that  I  was  willing  to  have  anj^  land  tli«-t 
I  was  interested  in  appraised,  and  if  it  was  appraised  for  more  than 
I  paid  or  what  the  deed  shows  was  paid  for  it  I  would  pay  the  differ- 
ence in  the  appraised  value.  I  made  the  following  proposition  in 
writing  to  the  Department : 

I  am  willing  to  have  these  lands  appraised,  and  in  the  event  that  they  are  appraiscnl 
for  a  greater  amount  than  I  paid  the  Indians  I  will  pay  the  difference  between  what  I 
have  paid  and  tKe  appraised  value  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  approvers  tlie 
deed.  I  would  suggest  that  the  Government  select  one  appraiser  and  the  appraiser 
the  other,  and  in  case  the  two  can  not  agree  that  they  select  the  third.  I  maKC  this 
proposition,  believing  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  protect  the  Indians, 
ana  not  to  assist  the  Indians  in  obtaining  that  which  he  would  not  be  entitled  to,  and 
for  the  further  purpose  of  obtaining  a  speedy  settlement. 

I  want  to  make  a  statement  here.  Mr.  Garrett  claims  that  that 
deed  should  be  given  to  him — that  is,  I  shorld  give  to  him  a  deed  for 
that  part  of  the  land.  It  was  part  of  his  money,  and  the  deed  was 
taken  in  my  name,  when  it  should  have  been  talcen  in  his.  I  never 
made  any  conveyance  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  comn  ittee  notifies  you  not  to  make  any  deed 
to  Garrett,  and  you  had  better  look  over  the  records  to  see  how 
secure  the  title  is.  If  yoii  read  this  record,  you  will  be  satisfied  that 
Garrett  has  no  title  to  anything. 

The  deed  is  as  follows: 

WARRANTY   DEED. 

Oklahoma  Territory,  Pottawatomie  County^  as: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  Ma-tha-ko-tha,  party  of  the  first  part,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  of  which  is 
hereby  acknowledged,  do  hereby  grant,  bai^gain,  dell,  and  convey  unto  \V.  X<.  Chapman, 
party  of  the  second  part,  the  following  described  real  property  and  premises,  situated 
m  Pottawatomie  County,  Oklahoma  Territory,  to  wit:  North  one-half  (i)  of  the  south- 
west quarter  (J)  of  section  eleven  (11),  township  (11)  north,  of  range  two  (2)  etistof  the 
I.  M. — not  a  homestead — allotment  No.  147,  together  with  all  improvements  thereon 
and  the  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  and  warrant  the  title  to  the  same. 

To  have  and  to  hold  said  described  premises  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  his  heirs  and  asgipis  forever,  free,  clear,  and  discharged  of  and  from  all  former 
grants,  charges,  taxes,  judgments,  mortgages,  and  other  liens  and  incumbrances  of 
whatsoever  nature,  except 

Signed  and  delivered  this  23  day  of  July,  1906. 

Ma-tha-ko-tha  (her  x  mark). 

Witnesses  to  mark: 
R.  C.  Conine. 
Alberto  Lobo. 

Republic  of  Mexico,  State  of  Coahuila  de  Faragaza,  district  of  Monclova,  city  of 
Muzquiz: 
Before  me,  Lie.  F.  Valdis  Llano,  first  judge  of  the  district  court  of  said  district 
and  Republic,  same  being  a  court  of  record  and  general  civil  jurisdiction,  on  this 
23  day  of  July,  1906,  personally  appeared  Ma-tha-ko-tha,  and  in  said  district  and 
in  due  and  regular  form  executed   the  above  and  foregoing  conveyance  in  my 
presence  and  acknowledged  to  me  that  he  executed  the  same  as  his  free  and  volun- 
tary act  and  deed  for  the  purposes  and  consideration  therein  stated  and  set  forth. 
Same  being  through  my  interpreter,  Sr,  Alberto  Lobo. 
Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  the  day  and  date  above  written, 
[seal.]  F.  Valdib  Llano, 

First  Judge  of  Monclova  District  Court. 
Alberto  Lobo. 
AffidaiHt. 
Republic  of  Mexico,  State  of  Coahuila  de  Faragaza,  district  of  Monclova,  city  of 
Muzquiz,  88 : 
Ma-tha-ko-tha,  of  lawful  age,  being  first  duly  sworn,  on  oath  deposes  and  says 
that  he  is  a  member  of  the  Mexican  Kickapoo  tnbe  of  Indians,  and  as  such  member 
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of  the  said  tribe  of  Indians  was  allotted  N.  i  of  SW.  i  of  sec.  11,  twp.  11  north, 
range  2,  east  of  Indian  meridian  in  Pottawatomie  County,  Oklahoma  Territory, 
being  Kickapoo  allottee  No.  147;  that  he  is  now  and  has  been  for  more  than  21 
(years)  last  past  a  resident  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and. is  now  a  resident  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Ma-tha-ko-tha  (her  x  mark). 
Witnesses  to  mark: 
R.  C.  Conine. 
Alberto  Lobo. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23  day  of  July,  1906. 

[seal.]  F.  Valdiz  Llano. 

State  of ,  County  of -^  ss: 

Mack  Johnson,  having  been  sworn  as  interpreter  to  interpret  for  the  Judge  Lie.  F, 
Valdis  Llano  to  the  grantor  in  the  attached  deed,  Ma-tha-ko-tha,  Kickapoo  allottee, 
from  the  English  to  the  Kickapoo  Indian  language  and  from  the  Kickapoo  Indian 
language  to  the  English  language,  for  said  erantor,  does  here  now  state  under  the 
sanction  of  his  oath  that  he  speaks  and  undefstands  the  said  two  languages,  and 
that  he  truly  interpreted  the  questions  and  answers  in  reference  to  the  within  deed, 
and  that  the  said  grantor  Ma-tna-ko-tha  fully  ujiderstands  the  purport,  purpose,  and 
contents  of  said  instrument. 

Mack.  Johnson,  Interpreter. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  by  the  said  Mack  Johnson  this  23  day  of 
July,  1906. 

[seal.]  G.  Valdis  Llano, 

First  Jxidge  of  Monclova  District  Court, 

Note. — ^This  deed  is  signed  on  July  23.  1906.  It  looks  as  though  it  was  originally 
signed  on  July  **  21st,"  but  was  afterwards  changed  to  the  "  23rd." 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  note  that  the  deed  is  changed 
from  the  21st  to  the'S^Sd. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

Subsequently  the  witness  E.  E.  HOOD  was  recalled  for  further 
examination. 

Mr.  Hood.  I  produce  a  deed  from  Pem-me-na-hon-nah  to  myself 
for  the  following-described  real  estate  in  Lincoln  County,  Okla. : 

The  N.  i  N.W.  i  sec.  19,  Tp.  12  N.,  R.  2  E.  of  the  Indian  meridian,  allotment  No. 
85.  The  conveyance  in  this  case  only  covers  an  undivided  one-half,  being  the  allot- 
ment  of  Me-paw-kie-quah,  my  deceased  wife. 

In  this  deed  I  claim  no  interest. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  do  you  say  about  being  ready  to  surrender 
it? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  am  willing  to  surrender  it  to  the  proper  parties, 
Grarrett  claims  an  interest.     I  have  no  interest  in  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  brought  you  this  deed  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  Mr.  J.  R.  Jacobs. 

The  Chairman.  The  same  man  who  brought  vou  the  other  deed? 

Mr.  Hoop.  Yes,  sir;  the  same  man  that  toot  the  other  deed  for 
me.     I  got  that  at  the  bank  at  Eagle  Pass. 

The  Chairman.  The  same  man  who  bought  it  for  you,  or  said  he 
did? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  have  you  ever  had  anyconversation  with  any- 
body about  the  purchase  of  tnis  land  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  have  not. 

The  Chairman.  I  mean  this  particular  piece? 

Mr.  Hood.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 
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The  Chairman.  You  have  paid  no  money  on  it  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  have  never  accepted  it  as  an  act  on  your- 
part? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  had  it  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  register  of  deeds, 
because  I  thought  it  was  Mr.  Garrett's,  and  he  actually  paid  his 
money  for  it,  and  I  thought  probably  at  the  time  it  would  go  to  him. 

The  Chairman.  Does  Mr.  Garrett  now  claim  that  he  paid  the 
money  ? 

Mr.^  Hood.  He  claims  the  land ;  yes,  sir.  Mr.  Jacobs  said  that  he 
inserted  my  name  there  instead  of  the  name  of  Jacobs  through 
mistake. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  Mr.  Garrett's  position? 

Mr.  Hood.  That  is  Mr.  Jacob's  position  to  Mr.  Garrett;  I  under- 
stand that  Mr.  Jacobg  was  working  with  Garrett  at  that  time  that  he 
took  the  deed. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  anything  about  this  land,  about  its 
value  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? 

Mr.  Hood.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  saw  that 
particular  land. 

The  Chairman.  You  had  had  no  talk  with  Garrett  about  it? 

Mr.  Hood.  Prior  to  the  time  of  taking  the  deed,  none  whatever. 

The  Chairman.  He  now  wants  to  make  vou  trustee  for  him,  does 
he? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  do  not  know;  I  presume  that  is  it.  TKey  made  it  to 
me  through  mistake,  and  the  name  of  Garrett  had  been  inserted  there 
instead  of  Hood. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  brought  suit  to  set  this  aside? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir;  and  filed  an  answer  setting  up  the  facts. 

The  Chairman.  Have  vou  filed  an  answer  setting  up  the  facts? 

Mr.  Hood.  I  set  up  the  facts  that  the  deed  was  taken  for  the 
party  by  Jacobs  in  my  name. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  disclaimed  in  that? 

Mr.  Hood.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  disclaim  any  ownership. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  do  here,  as  I  understand  you? 

Mr.  Hood.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  have  no  ownership  in  it  because 
I  paid  nothing  for  it  and  never  authorized  it  to  be  taken,  but  in  filing 
an  answer  I  set  up  all  of  my  rights. 

The  Chairman.  Does  Garrett  claim  it  was  a  mistake  in  putting 

irour  name  in,  or  does  he  claim  that  it  was  done  by  Jacobs  fraudu- 
ently? 

Mr.  Hood.  He  claims  that  he  knows  nothing  about  the  facts. 
Jacobs  went  down  there  to  get  land  for  him,  and  he  claims  that  his 
money  should  be  put  in. 

The  Chairman.  Are  Jacobs  and  Garrett  parties  to  this  suit? 

Mr.  Hood.  Mr.  Garrett  has  an  interest. 

The  Chairman.  No,  I  mean  in  the  suit  that  was  brought? 

Mr.  Hood.  The  suit  was  brought  jointly  against  Garrett  and 
myself.     Garrett  has  an  interest — a  deed  to  the  other  half. 

The  Chairman.  You  only  get  one-half  of  this? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  Garrett  has  the  other  half? 

Mr.  Hood.  Yes,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  I  suppose  Garrett  sets  up  title  to  the  whole  of  it? 

Mr.  Hood.  He  probably  will. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  finally  excused. 

THOMAS  CLEARY,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  was  examined, 
and  testified  as  follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  State  your  name  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Cleary.  Thomas  Cleary. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Three  miles  north  and  4i  miles  west  of  Pottawatomie 
County. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  section  of  the 
country? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Ever  since  1901. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  acquainted  with  a  band  of  Indians  known 
as  the  Kicking  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  acquainted  with  the 
members  of  that  band,  the  various  members  of  it? 

Mr.  Cleary.  I  am  not  very  well  acquainted  with  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  Hve  among  them? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  years? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Three. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  that? 

Mr.  Cleary.  I  went  on  the  place  along  the  last  o£  January,  1901. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  staved  there  three  years? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir;  a  little  over  three  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  when  Mr.  Bentley  was  their  agent? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  their  having  gone  to 
Mexico — quite  a  number  of  them — the  Kickins:  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  how  they  happened  to  go  or 
anvthing  about  it  except  that  they  went. 

ilr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  how  they 
came  to  go  or  when  they  went. 
•  Senator  Curtis.  You  have  riot  been  in  Mexico  yourself? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  nothing  about  their  having  sold  their 
lands  down  there,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  do  you? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir;  I  never  was  there  and  do  not  know  anything 
about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  contest  that  Kickapoo  allotment  during  the 
time  Mr.  Bentley  was  agent? 

Mr.  Cleary.   Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  imderstanding  did  you  have  with  Mr.  Bentley 
about  that  matter? 

Mr.  Cleary.  I  do  not  know.  I  did  not  have  much  to  do  '  ith 
Mr.  Bentley.  I  first  bought  out  a  lease  and  then  I  stayed  there. 
I  bought  out  a  lease,  and  Mr.  Bentley  sent  me  word  by  the  farmer  — 
who  he  said  he  was  I  do  not  know;  but  the  farmer  said  he  sent  hi  n 
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there  to  make  a  new  lease  on  it.  I  bought  out  the  lease.  I  do  not 
know  any  tiling  about  it;  I  never  got  any  lease  paper.  I  stayed 
there  about  three  years,  and  a  good  many  of  them  told  me  it  was  a 
fraudulent  allotment  and  got  me  to  contest  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  told  you  that  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  There  were  several  of  the  Indians;  I  do  not  know 
their  names. 

Mr  Embry.  Did  Mr.  Bentley  t^ll  you  whom  to  employ  as  attorney  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  He  told  me  I  might  gain  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley  told  3'ou  you  might  gain  the  land? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  tell  you  whom  to  employ  as  attornej'? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Whom  did  you  employ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Gen.  J.  H.  Everest. 

Mr.  Embry.  Of  Oklahoma  City? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  were  vou  to  pay  in  the  event  you  got  the 
cancellation  of  that  allotment  and  got  your  filing  on  it  as  a  homestead  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  I  was  to  pay  $200. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  whom  were  j-ou  to  pay  it? 

Mr.  Cleary.  To  Mr.  Everest. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  to  paj  any  other  sums  than  that  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  I  had  to  pay  him  S25  to  start  w^ith. 

Mr.  Embry.  Twent^^-five  dollars  to  start  with? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir. 
'    Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  a  retaining  fee? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  the  event  it  was  won  you  were  to  pay  him  how 
much  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Two  hundred  dollars. 

The  Chairman.  Two  hundred  dollars  more  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir;  $200  more. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  Mr.  Bentley  about  Joe 
Whipple  causing^  fictitious  allotments  to  be  made  to  dead  Indians  and 
dogs  and  anything  of  that  kind? 

Mr.  Cleary.  I  do  not  remember  whether  Mr.  Bentley  was  there  or 
not,  but  it  seems  to  me  he  was.     It  has  been  a  long  time  ago. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  w^as  said  about  that? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Joe  never  told  me  anything  about  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley  was  there,  you  think? 

Mr.  Cleary.  They  were  aC'quainted  with  the  allotments,  and  there 
had  been  some  that  were  allotted  to  Indians  that  had  been  dead  long 
before  the  allotments,  and  some  were  allotted  to  Indian  dogs  in  the 
name  of  the  Indian. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  the  time  you  and  Mr.  Bentley  talked  about 
this  being  one  of  those  fictitious  allotments  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  and  he  talked  about  the  possibility  of  your 
contesting  it  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  I  do  not  think  he  advised  me  to  contest  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Mr.  Bentley,  or  not,  recommend  the  cancellation 
of  this?     Did  you  win  this  contest? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir;  I  lost  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Lost  it  when? 
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Mr.  Cleary.  Along  in  January,  after  I  had  left  hipi  13  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  written  contract  with  Mr.  Bentiey  V 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  lost  in  January,  after  you  had  left  him  13  years. 
That  was  what  time,  with  reference  to  the  time  Mr.  Bentley  ceased 
being  Indian  agent  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  He  had  gone  out  before  that.  This  other  man  was 
agent  then.     He  was  the  one  that  had  me  put  off. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Thackery  wiis  the  man  who  had  you  put  off  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  pay  any  rent  while  you  were  there? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  For  nobody? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  pay  General  Everest  any  more  than  this  $26 
to  start  with? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir;  if  he  gained  the  j)lace  for  me  I  was  to  pay 
him,  and  if  he  did  not  I  was  not  to  pay  hmi. 

The  Chairman.  You  paid  him  what  you  agreed  to  pay  him? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  not  Mr.  Bentley  say  he  wanted  you  to  pay 
along  while  you  stayed  on  there? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Dirl  he  not  recjuire  you  to  give  a  lease?  , 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir;  I  had  paid  the  lease,  but  had  never  made 
any  lease  paper. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  did  you  stay  on  there  during  the  time 
Mr.  Bentley  was  agent? 

Mr.  Cleary.  I  think  it  was  nearly  two  years — I  am  not  certain. 

The  Chairman.  Did  he  ask  you  during  any  of  that  time  to  pay 
rent  on  any  of  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  understood  you  were  not  to  pay  rent  on  it? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Until  I  got  the  lease  papers. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  never  got  your  lease  papers? 

Mf.  Cleary.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  When  you  left  there  did  you  pay  any  lease  money? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir;  they  put  me  out  there  oefore. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  were  you  there  after  Mr.  Thackery 
became  the  agent? 

Mr.  Cleary.  I  do  not  recollect.  I  was  off  a  whole  lot  of  the  time. 
During  that  first  year  I  was  on  the  place  I  had  all  my  stock  stolen 
from  me  and  I  was  off  looking  for  them  a  whole  lot  during  that  year, 
and  I  do  not  know  just  when  Mr.  Bentley  left  or  Mr.  Thackery 
came  in. 

The  Chairman.  Did  Mr.  Thackerv  demand  any  lease  money  of  you? 

Mr.  Cleary.  No,  sir;  he  never  did  bother  me  until  he  came  out 
there. 

The  Chairman.  Until  your  claim  was  decided  against  you? 

Mr.  Cleary.  It  was  not  decided. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  put  you  off  before  your  claim  was 
decided  ? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Y"es,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  Mr.  Thackery  put  you  off? 
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Mr.  Cleary.  He  had  it  done.  lie  was  not  there  himself.  It  was 
the  officer.  They  had  two  other  fellows  with  them  and  they  came 
there  and  put  everything  I  had  on  the  section  line — the  ponies  and  all. 

The  Chairman.  They  put  your  family  out,  did  they? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  had  forgotten  this  matter.  Which  allotment 
was  this? 

Mr.  Cleary.  I  have  forgotten  the  number  of  it.  I  will  tell  you 
the  Indian  woman's  name  as  near  as  I  can  speak  it.  It  was  the 
Kee-che-che  allotment. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  were  contesting  it  on  the  ground  that  she  died 
before  she  allotted? 

Mr.  Cleary.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  was 
just  acting  on  what  somebody  told  me. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  understood  later  that  it  had  been  investigated 
and  foimd  out  that  she  had  not  died  before  she  was  allotted? 

Mr.  Cleary.  All  I  know  about  that  was  what  the  General  wrote  me* 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

LEONARD  A.  HAMPTON,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified 
as  follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  live  5  miles  north  and  6  miles  west. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  neighborhood  ? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  have  been  in  that  vicinity  there  for  the  last  fifteen 
years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  the  band  of  Indians  known  as  the 
Kicking  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cltitis.  Did  you  ever  live  in  the  neighborhood  where  they 
had  their  lands  in  this  county  ? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir;  I  Uved  on  their  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  did  you  live  on  their  land  ? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  think  it  was  ten  years  this  coming  spring  since  I 
moved  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  own  any  of  the  land  or  are  you  simply  a 
renter? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  own  some  at  present. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sii*. 

Senator  Cltitis.  Were  you  acquainted  with  him  while  he  was  act- 
ing as  agent  for  these  Indians? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  if  you  first  went  on  the  Kickapoo  land 
while  he  was  agent  and  rented  from  him. 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  did. 

Sf  nator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  their  having  gone 
to  Mexico  or  how  they  happ  U'  d  to  go? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  knew  of  their  going;  yrs,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  how  they  happened 
to  go;  whether  they  had  bee  n  down  thore  yea  s  before,  many  of  them, 
and  went  of  their  own  acco  d,  or  wIk  ther  they  were  induced  to  go? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  only  know  what  M  •.  Bentley  told  me  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  to  the  committee  how  you  were  treated  by 
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Mr.  Bcntley  while  you  were  leasing  property  on  the  Kickapoo  Reser- 
vation— whether  you  were  treated  fairly  or  not. 

Mr.  Hampton.  1  did  not  have  any  reason  to  complain  about  not 
being  treated  fairly;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  from  talking  with 
the  Indians  as  to  why  they  went  to  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Hampton.  No,  sir;  not  from  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  never  been  to  Mexico  and  know  nothing 
of  their  selling  lands  after  they  went  there  ? 

Mr.  Hampton.  No,  sir;  I  tnow  nothing  about  their  selling  their 
lands. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  during  the  time  Mr.  Bentley  was  Indian 
agent  ever  a  contestant  on  an  Indian  allotment? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  was. 

Mr.  Emery.  Did  you  have  any  contract  or  agreement  w^ith  Mr. 
Bentley  relative  to  that  matter? 

Mr.  Hampton.  The  contract  was  dictated  by  Mr.  Bentley  in  W.  W. 
Ives's  name. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  that  contract  ? 

Mr.  Hampton.  It  was  to  give  me  a  straight  filing  of  80  acres  of 
land  for  $500,  no  money  paid  until  I  received  the  filing,  and  the 
money  subject  to  W.  W.  Ives^s  check  was  on  deposit  in  the  bank. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  while  Mr.  Bentley  was  agent  for  the  Kick- 
apoos,  was  it?  • 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  was  a  Kickapoo  allotment? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  begin  and  tell  the  committee  the  whole  trans- 
action. 

Mr.  Hampton.  In  July,  the  1st  or  2d  dav  of  July,  1901,  I  came 
down  here  to  pay  my  lease  money,  and  Mr.  Bentlev  was  then  agent. 
He  asked  me  when  I  paid  my  lease  money  what  f  would  give  for  a 
filing  of  80  acres  of  land  Iving  east  of  my  lease;  That  was  the  S.  A  SE.  J 
sec.  19,  T.  11,  R.  3.  I  said,  ['I  will  give  S500  for  a  straight  filing  on 
that.''  He  said,  '*If  you  will  come  down  about  the  5th  or  6th  I 
think  there  will  be  a  man  here  who  will  give  you  that.'*  I  came 
down  on  that  day  to  Mr.  Bentley,  and  I  walked  over  the  streets  some- 
what, and  we  inquired  for  Perry  Rodkey.  Not  finding  Mr.  Rodkey, 
in  front  of — I  do  not  know  the  name  of  the  bank,  but  Mr.  Benson 
was  president  .and  Mr.  Reed  was  cashier.  He  said  there  was  no  use 
going  any  farther,  we  had  just  as  well  go  in  here.  We  went  in  there 
and  Tie  dictated  the  contract  in  W.  W .  Ives's  name.  Mr.  Benson 
took  down  the  contract  and  I  put  up  my  money.  That  is  all  I  taaow 
of  the  contest.  I  said,  *^I  do  not  know  anythmg  about  what  to  do; 
I  have  no  proof."  He  said  that  would  make  no  difference.  He 
said,  ** There  will  be  an  investigation  held."  I  never  heard  anything 
of  the  investigation,  but  he  told  me  afterwards  that  it  had  been  inves- 
tigated. He  nad  recommended  the  cancellation,  and  Mr.  Thackery 
came  in  the  office  again.  I  was  notified  then  that  it  had  been  taken 
up  for  investigation. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  notified  you  ? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  was  notified  from  Mr.  Thackery's  office  that  it  had 
been  taken  up  for  reinvestigation  and  it  would  be  reinvestigated  at  a 
certain  time,  and  I  asked  Mr.  Bentley  what  he  would  do,  and  he  said 
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the  facts  in  the  case  were  plain  and  it  wouhl  be  canceled.  Afterwards 
there  were  two  pieces  of  land  that  seemed  to  have  been  allotted  to  one 
Indian,  Ah-ne-sho-peah.  The  investigation  at  tliat  time  developed 
fraud.  I  was  informed  that  the  other  piece  of  land  was  recommended 
for  cancellation,  the  place  I  was  not  contest in«:  on,  and  it  was  canceled 
and  reallotted,  I  understood  from  J.  H.  Everest.  Mr.  Everest  noti- 
fied me,  Mr.  Bentley  did  not,  that  it  had  been  canceled,  and  I  would 
have  to  get  off  the  other  piece  that  I  was  on. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^\^lere  was  that  contract  left,  if  you  know'^ 

Mr.  Hampton.  It  was  left  in  the  bank  that  I  was  speaking  of,  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Benson.     Mr.  Benson  was  left  holding  the  contract. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  pay  the  8500  which  you  put  up,  or  what  hap- 
pened to  that? 

Mr.  Hampton.  That  laid  there  until  after  the  matter  had  gone 
through  long  after  the  other  piece  had  been  canceled  and  reallotted  to 
Pequa,  and  I  had  seen  Mr.  Bentley  and  he  said  he  thought  it  would  be 
reopenetl;  we  could  get  the  piece  of  land;  that  it  was  absolutely  a 
fraud ;  and  a  year  and  a  half  afterwards  we  went  in  the  bank  and  told 
Mr.  Benson  that  the  contract  would  have  to  be  called  olT;  tliat  it  had 
gone  against  me,  and  I  got  my  money  out. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  you  get  your  money  out  ?  Did  you  have  a 
certificate  of  deposit  from  the  bank  herei? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  examine  this  paper  that  I  hanfl  you.  Is  that 
your  certificate? 

Mr.  HAMFroN.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  certificate. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  given  him  when  he  deposited  the  money? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir;  w^hen  he  deposited  the  mrmey.  X()w\  when 
you  were  notified  the  contract  was  off  and  took  (h>wn  your  mtmey, 
you  returned  this  certificate  to  the  bank,  did  you  t 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir;   I  returned  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  you  return  it  ? 

Mr,  HaxMptox.  I  returned  it  by  receiving  a  deposit  slip  for  SoOO. 

Mr.  Embry.  Whose  signature  is  tliat  on  the  back  of  tliat  certified 
check  when  you  returned  it  to  the  bank  ^ 

^^r.  Hampton.  That  is  mine  and  Mr.  Bentlev's. 

ilr.  Embry.  Did  you  know  where  that  contract  was  that  was 
attached  to  this  .?506  payable  as  per  order  or  contract  attached  t 

Mr.  Hamilton.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  It  never  was  returned  to  me. 
I  did  not  get  that  contract.  I  was  talking  to  my  wife  the  other  da  v. 
She  asked  me  about  that  contract,  and  I  never  got  it.  1  simply 
got  the  deposit  shp. 

The  Chairman.  You  looked  for  it,  did  you^ 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  looked  for  it  among  my  papers;  3^es,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  allotment  that  you  were  seeking  to  get  -was  it 
found  to  be  the  ijenuine  or  the  double  allotment  to  the  Indians^ 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir;  I  understood  in  the  last  investigation  it 
was  found  to  be  the  genuine  one. 

Mr.  Embry.- And  it  was  allotted  to  whom? 

Mr.  Hampton.  It  was  allotted  to  Ah-ne-sho-peah. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  the  other  allotment  go  that  was  involved 
in  this  double  allotment? 

Mr.  Hamilton.  It  was  canceled. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  vou  do  not  know  to  whom  it  was  allotted  i 
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Mr.  Hampton.  Yes;  to  Pequa.     I  am  not  positive. 

The  Chairman.  Both  were  allotted  to  Pequa  after  that? 

Mr.  Hampton.  No,  sir;  one  was  held  as  the  original  allotment. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  conversation  did  you  have  with  Mr.  Bent- 
ley  about  these  matters? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  had  no  conversation  with  him  in  regard  to  this 
allotment  business,  only  what  I  have  told  you  here  in  regard  to  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  furnish  any  of  the  proof  or  make  any  eflfort  to 
secure  proof  to  secure  the  canellation  of  this  allotment? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  find  here  in  the  record  what  purports  to  be  a  letter, 
dated  Shawnee,  Okla.,  3-3-1902,  to  Leonard  A.  Hampton,  Dale, 
Okla.,  with  the  apparent  signature  of  M.  J.  Bentley.  Do  you  recog- 
nize that? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  was  after  Mr.  Bentley  went  out  of  office.  Did 
you  i:eceive  that  in  due  course  of  mail,  or  now? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir;  I  received  it  just  through  tne  mails. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  allotment  that  you  sought  to  contest  was  the  one 
l3dng  immediately  east  and  adjoinmg  the  one  on  which  you  had 
located,  you  mean? 

Mr.  Hampton.  The  one  lying  directly  east  of  the  lease  that  I  have. 

Mr.  Bextley.  When  you  took  the  land  lying  to  the  west  of  that  on 
which  you  built  your  home  as  a  homesteacl,  what  was  the  condition 
of  this  land  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Hampi'on.  It  was  raw  prairie  land,  with  groves  on  it,  and  dog- 
wood. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Now,  this  land  you  sought  to  contest  would  have 
been  adjoining  or  very  near  to  your  improvements,  would  it  not? 

Mr.  IIampton.  It  would  be  adjoining  the  80  acres  on  the  east,  on 
which  my  improvements  were. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Was  it  your  understanding  then,  and  is  it  not  your 
understanding  now,  that  the  facts  were  controverted  and  that  the 
allotment  lying  immediately  east  of  you  should  by  right  have  been 
,  canceled? 

Mr.  Hampi'on.  I  do  not  knftw  the  names  of  the  Indians  well  enough 
to  know  whether  that  was  the  fact  or  not.  I  know  it  was  reported  to 
be  the  same  Indians,  biit  what  was  the  original  name  of  that  Indian 
I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Is  it  not  your  recollection  that  I  told  you  that  that 
land  was  going  to  be  canceled;  that  I  did  not  want  their  money;  that 
you  had  gone  ahead  and  improved  these  lands  and  had  been  a  satis- 
factory lessor  there,  and  if  any  favor  went  to  anybody  it  ought  to  go 
to  you? 

Mr.  Hampton.  You  told  me  it  was  only  a  question  of  when  it  would 
be  canceled  and  I  might  as  well  have  it  as  anybody  else. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Did  I  not  also  tell  you  it  was  the  only  way  I  saw  to 
save  anything  for  the  Indians  out  of  it? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Xo,  sir;  you  did  not  tell  me  that. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Now,  you  talked  wdth  the  Indians  a  good  deal  about 
this  land,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Xo,  sir;  I  never  did.  You  told  me  I  was  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  I  mean  that  after  that  you  talked  with  them  as  to 
who  Ah-ne-sho-pe  and  Nah-ne-she-pe  were? 

Mr.  Hampton.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  conversant  enough  with  the 
Indian  language  to  understand  them,  and  I  never  talked  with  them 
about  it.  I  asked  them  if  it  was  the  same  Indian,  and  they  said 
yes. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  do  recollect  distinctly  that  I  told  you  that 
somebody  was  going  to  get  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir;  you  told  me  that. 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  was  it  not  your  understanding  that  when  an 
Indian  had  been  given  two  allotments  that  the  one  where  it  was  not 
his  correct  name  would  be  canceled  and  given  to  somebody  else? 
Was  not  that  the  real  way  y^ou  understood  ? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  never  Knew  they  changed  them  just  that  way. 
There  was  one  of  the  other  allotments  canceled  and  as  I  understood 
it,  that  was  subject  to  the  Indian  agent's  decision  as  to  which  was  the 
best  piece  of  land,  or  the  Indian's  selection.  That  was  my  under- 
standing then*and  is  now. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Is  this  not  your  understanding,  that  if  an  Indian  was 
allotted  here  in  the  Caddo  country  under  one  name  and  in  the  Kick- 
apoo  country  under  another  then  he  might  elect  which  he  would  take? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  only  recall  one  case,  and  that  was  in  the  case  of 
Charlie  View.'  There  was  a  place  allotted  to  Charlie  View  in  one 
place  and  Charlie  Tharp  in  another,  and  it  was  decided  that  she  could 
select  which  she  wanted.    That  is  all  I  have  any  personal  knowledge  of. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  her  correct  name,  the  one  she  selected, 
was  it  not? 

^  Mr.  Hampton.  I  believe  she  had  married  Hiram  Tharp;  yes,  sir; 
but  I  do  not  know  anything,  except  that  she  was  allowed  her  choice. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  to  these  two  allotments,  one  of  which  was  to  be 
cancelled,  which  one  did  Mr.  Bentley  say  he  would  secure  the  cancel- 
lation of,  the  better  one  or  the  poorer  one? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  considered  it  the  better  one;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  you  paid  up  $500,  according  to  Mr.  Bentley's 
contract  running  to  Ives,  Mr.  Bentley  said  he  would  secure  the 
cancellation  of  the  better  of  those  two  allotments? 

Mr.  Hampton.  He  would  secure  the  cancellation  of  that  allotment 
there.     He  said,  *^You  do  not  want  the  other  orfe?'' 

Mr.  Embry.  The  better  one  was  the  one  that  you  wanted  to  secure 
the  cancellation  of,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  the  one  that  adjoins  you? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir;  it  adjoins  my  land. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  own  it  now? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  did  you  get  it? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  bought  it;  it  was  inherited  land.  It  was  the 
land  of  Much-enene's  daughter  that  you  had  on  the  witness  stand 
here. 

The  Chairman.  You  bought  it  through  the  Department,  did  you? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir;  or  rather  it  was  bought  by  Mr.  Maxey 
and  I  afterwards  bought  it  from  him. 

The  Chairman.  It  was  put  up  to  be  sold,  was  it? 
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Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  put  up  at  public  sale  and  Mr. 
Maxey  bought  it  as  the  highest  bidder,  and  I  bought  it  from  him 
later  on. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  not  understand,  though,  that  there  never 
was  any  such  person  whose  name  began  as  this  name  begins;  that 
there  was  such  a  person  allotted  land  that  was  later  allotted  a  piece 
of  land,  but  there  never  was  such  a  person  as  this?  You  told  me 
that  the  Iixdian  later  told  you  it  was  the  same.  That  was  the  only 
question  ever  asked  ine  about  it,  if  there  was,  and  they  always  said 
tnere  was  such  a  person. 

The  Chairman.  There  was  one,  of  course. 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes;  but  which  one  was  right  or  which  was  wrong 
I  did  not  know  then  and  do  not  know  now. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

C.  J.  BENSON,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  name  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  C.  J.  Benson. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  vou  Uve  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  In  Shawnee,  Okla. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  business? 

Mr.  Benson.  Banker,  in  Shawnee. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  a  banker  in  Shawnee  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  About  ten  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  in  the  banking  business  here  during 
the  spring  and  summer  of  1906? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  was. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  a  national  bank? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  L.  C.  Grimes  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  A.  T.  Brown? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Cal  Moore  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  George  Kish-ke-ton? 

Mr.  Benson.  Only  by  sight. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  R.  C.  Conine? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Tony  Alexander? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  you  are  acquainted  with 
or  know  of  a  band  of  Kickapoo  Indians  known  as  the  Kicking 
Kickapoos  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  know  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  to  the  committee  if  at  any  time  in  1906 
you  entered  into  an  agreement  with  L.  C.  Grimes  and  W.  L.  Chap- 
man and  A.  T.  Brown. 

Mr.  Benson.  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  To  buy  lands? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  that  agreement  entered  into? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  in  May  or  June,  1906. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  that  agreement  with  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  is  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  is  on  file  either  at  Tecumseh  or  Oklahoma  City,  I 
do  not  know  which. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  a  copy  of  it  with  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  not  with  me.     I  can  get  you  a  copy. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  please  produce  a  copy  for  the  use  of  this 
committee? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  will. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  that  agreement  entered  into? 

Mr.  Benson.  In  May  or  June,  1906. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wlien  was  it  filed  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  could  not  say. 

Senator  Curtis.  About  when? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  in  July  or  August. 

Senator  Curtis.  W^as  it  not  filed  in  August  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  not  filed  about  the  10th  day  of  August? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  could  not  say  exactly. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  an  oral  agreement  entered  into  between 
you  people  in  May  or  did  you  reduce  it  to  writing  later  on? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  an  oral  agreement  and  reduced  to  writing 
later  on. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  say  that  the  written  agreement  that  was 
signed  by  you  people  and  which  you  claim  is  of  record,  was  signed  by 
you  people  in  August,  1906 — the  10th  of  August,  I  believe? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  refer  to  the  preliminarA'  agreement  I  had 
with  W.  L.  Chapman. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  that  agreement? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  that  he  was  to  go  down  there  and  buy  land, 
and  I  was  to  furnish  the  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money? 

Mr,  Benson.  There  was  no  definite  amount  stated. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  to  be  in  your  employ^ 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  not  stated. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  to  have  full  authority? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  was. 

Senator  CI'RTIs.  At  what  time  was  that  agreement  made^ 

Mr.  Benson.  That  was  made  in  May,  1900. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  happen  to  make  it  in  May,  1906, 
when  there  was  no  law  authorizing  the  making  of  deeds  ( 

Mr.  Benson.  We  were  informed  that  a  law  would  be  passed. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  informed  you  as  to  that  i 

Mr.  Benson.  I  can  not  say  now.  I  got  it  from  general  informa- 
tion around  the  neighborhood  that  the  law  had  passed  the  House 
at  that  time  and  was  pending  in  the  ^Senate. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  bill  had  not  passed  the  House  at  that  time; 
that  item  was  not  put  in  the  bill  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know  how  we  got  the  information,  but  we 
got  it.  We  were  pretty  generally  informed  here  in  the  State  that 
the  bill  would  pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  do  not  know  who  informed  you  of  that? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 
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Senator  Ci^rtis.  How  many  thousand  dollars  did  you  put  in  that 
transaction? 

Mr.  Benson.  $30,219. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  deeds  in  your  name  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  The  deeds  were  all  made  to  me  afters  ards. 
.  Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  of  the  original  deeds? 

Mr.  Benson.  They  were  not  made  to  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Jlone  of  the  original  deeds  were  made  to  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  none  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  did  Chapman  take  down  from  here  with 
him  that  you  know  of  to  work  with  j^ou  and  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  L.  C.  Grimes  and  A.  T.  Brown. 

Senator  Curtis.  Anybodvelse? 

Mr.  Benson.  Not  tliat  I  Iknow  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wliom  did  they  t4ike  as  interpreter? 

Mr.  Benson.  Mack  Johnson  was  their  interpreter. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  Was  he  down  there  or  was  he  here  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  to  Mexico  yourself? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  never  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  never  went  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  remember  suit  being  filed  against  you  and 
Chapman  and  Brown  by  Mr.  L.  C.  Grimes,  do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  that  suit  correctly  set  out  the  agreement 
between  you  fullv? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  believe  I  ever  saw  the  petition. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  suit  was  afterwards  compromised,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  go  to  ilexico  in  person,  did  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  To  whow  did  you  send  this  money? 

Mr.  Benson.  To  the  First  National  Bank'at  Eagle- Pass,  Tex. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  send  it  in  Chapman's  name? 

ilr.  Benson.  Well,  some  of  it  was  sent  there  and  deposited  in  his 
name  and  some  of  it  he  drew  on  me  for. 

Senator  (^irtis.   Have  you  any  letters  or  dispatches  received  from 
him  ( 

Mr.  Benson.  I  have  some  drafts  that  he  drew  on  me. 

Senator  Cirtis.   You  have  no  letters  or  dispatches,  have  you? 

Mr.  Benson,   ^'es,  sir;  I  have  some  telegrair.s. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  them  with  you  ^ 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci'rtis.  Will  vou  please  produce  them. 

(The  witness  here  nroduced  certain  telegrams.) 

Senator  Cirtis.  Tnose  are  all  that  you  received,  are  they? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  read  the  law  under  which  these  deeds 
were  taken? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  that  law  provides  that  deeds  shall  only 
be  made  by  adults,  do  vou  not  i 
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Mr.  Benson.  There  is  nothing  stated  in  the  law  about  that  that  I 
Icnow  of,  as  a  matter  of  law. 

Senator  Curtis.  Does  not  the  law  say  that  adult  Kickapoos  only 
shall  sell? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  so. 

Senator,  CiTRTis.  Now,  you  gentlemen  have  deeds  from  minors, 
have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  not  reported  to  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  a  deed  from  a  dead  woman,  did  you 
not? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  not  since  deeded  it  back? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  know  of  one  case  that  was  called  to  my  attention. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  the  woman  had  been  dead  seven  years? 

Mr.  Benson.  Where  the  woman  had  been  dead;  yes,  sir. " 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  have  her  name  signed  to  a  deed? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  deeded  it  back. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  her  name  signed  to  a  deed  at  the  very 
time  that  the  other  deeds  were  made,  have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  certificate  is  that  she  signed  that  deed  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Witnessed  by  the  interpreter  and  certified  to? 

Mr.  Benson.  That  is  easily  explained. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  only  easy  to  explain  by  the  fact  that  it  was 
forged. 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  not  forged  that  I  know  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  forged. 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  deeds  from  minors,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  consult  any  lawyer  as  to  the  law  when 
minors  should  marry? 

Mr.  Benson.  Do  you  mean  before  the  deeds  were  taken? 

Senator  Curtis,    les*  or  afterwards. 

Mr.  Benson.  I  consulted 

Senator  Curtis.  You  brought  suits  afterwards  to  set  aside  guard- 
ianships, did  you  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  made  motions  to  have  guardians  dis- 
charged, have  you  not? 

Mr.  Benson,  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Some  of  your  people  have,  have  they  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  brought  suits  to  set  them  aside  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  get  a  deed  from  Paw-kaw-kah,  lessee  No. 
205,  for  the  lands  you  later  sold  to  Mr.  Gray? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  that  Indian? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cutitis.  Did  you  ever  see  him? 
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Mr.  Benson.  I  never  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  then  that  he  is  an  imbecile,  do 
you? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Chapman  report  to  you  that  he  was  an 
imbecile  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  he  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Chapman  report  to  you  that  there  was  not  an 
Indian  on  that  reservation  who  could  make  that  Indian  Paw-kaw-kah 
tmderstand  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  would  not  consider  a  deed  from  a  man  like 
that  valid,  would  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  If  that  was  his  condition  I  would  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  his  condition. 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  we  do.  You  have  since  sold  that  land,  have 
you  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  get  for  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  $2,800. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  the  Indian,  or  claim  to 
have  paid  the  Indian  for  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  $1,000. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  not  the  deeds  sliow  $600? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know.  There  were  so  many  of  those  deeds 
that  we  could  not  keep  track  of  them.     The  record  will  show. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  the  deed  shows  $600. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  did  Chapman  report  to  you  he  had  em- 
ployed to  assist  him  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  had  several  people  there  to  assist  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  mention  K^C.  Conine? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  was  he  paying  Conine  a  month  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  that  he  had  him  employed,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  lonjr  was  he  employed? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  guess  running  about  five  or  six  months. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  report  to  you  the  amount  of  money 
paid  out  to  men  he  had  employed? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  he  had  a  statement  of  it  at  the  time  when  he 
closed  the  matter  up. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  that  statement? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  have  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  remember  that  he  paid  Doctor 
Conine  $125  a  month? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  it  was  more  than  that. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  he  said  $150. 

Mr.  Benson.  And  his  expenses  also. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  think  he  was  working  for  your  people 
five  or  six  months? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  so. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  interested  in  the  Garrett  transaction 
at  all? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  afterwards  authorized  Chapman  to  wire 
Conine  that  you  would  put  $5,000  more  into  tliis  transaction  down 
there,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  such  wire  was 
sent  or  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  Not  by  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  authorize  it  to  be  sent? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  tell  Chapman  that  you  would  take 
$5,000  more? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  if  he  sent  any  such  message  to  Conine 
he  did  it  without  your  authority? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  did  it  without  my  authority.  It  must  have  been 
done  for  somebody  else. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  done  in  your  name? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  did  not  authorize  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  anybody  authorize  you  to  put  $5,000  more 
in  that  propert}^  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  transact  any  business  for  anybody  else? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  Tony  Alexander? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis..  Did  you  have  him  employed? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  he  enter  your  employment? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  must  have  been  soniewhere  m  October  or  Novem- 
ber. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  did  he  work  for  you  and  how  much 
did  you  pay  him  a  month? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  worked  for  me  about  a  month  and  a  half.  I 
paid  him  $150  a  month  and  his  expenses. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  his  duties? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  was  to  go  down  there  and  protect  our  interests. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  protect  your  interests? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  reported  to  me  that  there  were  certain  parties 
who  were  trying  to  get  the  Indians  to  make  affidavits  and  make  us 
trouble  all  around,  and  I  wanted  somebody  down  there  to  find  out 
what  w  as  going  on. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  not  authorized  also  to  get  the  Indians  to 
draw^  the  money  out  of  the  bank? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  told  him  the  Indians  had  the  money  in  the  bank 
there,  to  their  credit,  and  I  wanted  him  to  see  that  they  got  it  and 
nobody  else. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  told  him  that? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  that  he  took  the  Indians  in 
there  and  represented  them  to  be  the  Indians  who  had  money  on 
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deposit,  and  drew  it  out  in  their  names,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  he 
dia  not  take  the  real  Indians  there. 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  vou  told  him  you  wanted  the  Indians  to 
take  the  money  out  of  the  bank  which  was  there,  and  you  wanted 
him  to  go  and  get  them  to  take  it  out? 

Mr.  Benson.  Will  you  allow  me  to  make  an  explanation? 

Senator  Curtis.  Certainly. 

Mr.  Benson.  Alexander  was  authorized  under  his  contract  with 
me  that  I  was  to  employ  him  for  three  months  or  less,  as  in  my  dis- 
cretion I  desired. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  that  contract  made? 

Mr.  Benson.  J  think  it  was  made  in  May  of  this  year,  and  John 
Garrett  came  back  and  reported  to  me  that  Mr.  Alexander  was 
doing  no  good  down  there;  that  he  was  making  enemies  if  anything, 
and  I  inunediately  sat  down  and  ^\ared  him  that  his  services  would 
be  dispensed  with,  and  let  him  come  home. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is,  you  wired  him  his  services  would  be  dis- 
pensed with  on  the  15th  of  May? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  was  the  telegram. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  know  from  the  reports  that  came  up 
that  these  Indians  were  not  drawing  the  money  out  of  the  bank  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  reported  to  me  that  they  were  drawing  it, 
some  of  them  were. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  reported  that  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  can  not  say;  there  has  been  so  much  about  this 
affair  I  can  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  those  Indians,  the  Indians 
themselves,  never  drew  on  the  $19,000  paixi  in  that  bank  for  deeds 
for  them  on  checks  ot  Chapman;  not  one  dollar? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know  that.  I  saw  a  copy  of  the  deed  to 
land  there  in  Mexico  that  was  bought  with  part  of  this  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  was  not  a  dollar  turned  over,  was  tnere,  in 
money  at  the  time  you  got  the  deeds  ? 

Mr.*^  Benson.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis'  Why,  do  not  these  dispatches  say  so?  You  say 
you  do  not  know.     I  call  your  attention  to  these  telegrams: 

Eagle  Pass,  July  24  {no  year), 
C.  J.  Benson,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 

My  record  Oklahoma  nine  and  ten  and  twelve  and  fifteen  and  twenty- one  and 
twenty-three,  Pottawatomie  two  thirty-seven  and  two  thirty-eight  and  two  thirty- 
nine  and  two  forty-two  and  one  forty-one  and  one  forty-two  and  one  forty-seven 
and  one  seventy-one  and  one  seventy-two  and  two  hundred  five  and  two  sixty 
and  two  forty.  We  believe  we  can  get  about  twenty  more  pieces,  and  do  not  pay  for 
same  until  we  know  about  the  record.     Shall  we  stay  and  get  same  ? 

W.  L.  Chapman. 

(4  p.m.) 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  July  25. 
C.  J.  Benson,  Shavmee,  Okla.: 

Have  bought  twenty  pieces  of  the  best  land  and  used  117,000.  Others  can  be  bought 
cheaper.  No  money  paid  out  until  we  are  sure  of  record.  Wire  me  as  soon  as  you  get 
deeds  on  record  and  ttien  the  money  will  be  paid  out.  Wire  answer  at  once,  as  delay 
might  prove  dangerous.    This  is  all  we  wired  you  about  but  four. 

Now,  do  they  not  say  there  that  that  money  would  not  be  paid  out 
until  you  examined  the  records? 
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;  Mr.  Benson.  It  was  not  paid  out  until  we  examined  the  record. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  send  any  wire  to  these  people  that  you 
had  examined  the  records  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  copies  of  those  dispatches? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  did  you  wire  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Mr.  W.  L.  Chapman. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  Chapman,  Grimes,  and  Brown  and  you 
dissolve  your  partnership  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  is  not  dissolved  yet. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  still  going  on,  is  it  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  that  in  the  deeds  for  which  you  took 
land  the  consideration  mentioned  in  the  deeds  and  the  amount  re- 
ported to  you  as  paid  to  the  Indians,  whether  it  was  paid  you  do  not 
know,  was  very  much  less  than  the  value  of  the  land  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  less,  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Very  much  less,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  In  some  cases  it  was  less  a  great  deal,  and  in  other 
cases  about  what  the  land  was  worth. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  there  a  single  case  where  you  did  get  a  deed 
deed  where  the  consideration  was  anything  near  the  value  of  the 
land  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes;  several  cases. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  name  any  of  them? 

Mr.  Benson.  One  case,  in  sec. 18,  Tp.  11,  II.  2. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  was  that  deed  taken,  in  Mexico  or  Texas? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  taken  in  Mexico.  It  was  a  low  piece  of  land, 
and  is  not  worth  any  more  than  we  paid  for  it.  I  would  be  glad  to 
get  my  money  back. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  for  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  Seven  hundred  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  that  case  of  the  dead  woman,  was  it 
not  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  her  husband's.  Ah  ohe  che's  wife.  There 
were  also  three  80's  of  land  up  in  Lincoln  County,  where  I  con- 
sider the  consideration  paid  was  almost  the  value  of  the  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  wa.^  not  the  value  in  most  cases  something 
like  it  was  in  the  case  of  the  imbecile  Indian,  where  it  shows  $600 
and  the  land  sold  for  $2,800? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  admit  that  in  a  great  many  cases  the  considera- 
tion paid  was  less  than  the  value  of  the  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  think  that  was  fair  to  the  Indians  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  We  went  down 
there  to  buy  the  land  and  make  a  speculation  and  to  make  as  much 
money  on  it  as  we  could. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  care  about  how  many  Indians  you 
were  robbin<^,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  We  did  not  consider  that  we  were  robbing  the 
Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  you  and  your  partners  got 
the  Indians  drunk  down  there? 

Mr.  Benson.  No.  sir;  I  know  that  I  did  not.  I  do  not  believe 
they  did. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  that  they  had  the  interpreters  com- 
init  perjury  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  believe  that  either. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  we  would  show  you  the  records  where  the  inter- 
preter swore  in  the  case  of  each  Indian^  and  had  shown  that  it  was 
true,  would  you  believe  that  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  If  you  can  show  that  the  record  shows  that  it  is  true, 
I  will  have  to  believe  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  the  record  shows  conclusively  that  your  agents 
got  the  Indians  drunk  and  fastened  them  up  in  the  wagon  yard  for  a 
week,  what  would  you  say  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  would  not  believe  that;  I  would  believe  that  the 
testimony  was  perjured. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  if  this  witness  swore  that  they  were  drunk 
all  the  time — your  own  agent,  Conine  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Did  he  swear  to  that? 

Senator  Curtis.  He  did. 

Mr.  Benson.  That  is  a  strange  thing  to  me.  He  did  not  swear 
that  way  to  me.  He  has  represented  to  me  right  straight  along  that 
those  deeds  were  taken  fairly  and  squarely.  I  have  asked  him 
repeatedly  about  that.  I  told  my  agent,  Chapman,  when  he  went 
down  there  that  I  desired  these  dealings  to  be  fair  and  square;  that 
if  we  agreed  to  pay  the  Indians  anything,  to  pay  it  to  him,  and  I  want 
the  record  to  show  that  he  was  paid. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  as  to  what  was 
done,  have  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  have  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  none  of  the  original  deeds  in  your  pos- 
session, have  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  The  deeds  are  in  my  attorney's  possession. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  original  deeds? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  deeds  that  were  brought  back  by  Chapman  1 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  turn  those  over  to  the  committee  for 
investigation? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  can,  if  they  will  be  turned  back  to  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  will  be  turned  back  to  you.  All  we  want  to 
do  is  to  look  them  over.  Did  you  discharge  Alexander  on  the  15th 
day  of  May? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  has  not  been  in  your  employ  since  that  time, 
has  he? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  has  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hire  any  interpreters  to  go  down  there 
with  thos3  men  besides  Johnson? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  the  taking  of  the  depositions 
afterwards? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  represented  you  in  that? 

Mr.  Benson.  Joe  M.  Adams,  attorney  at  law. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  the  attorney,  was  he? 
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Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  represented  you  on  the  ground  there?     Did 
not  Conine  represent  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  Conine  was  there.     I  do  not  know  whether  he  was 
representing  us  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know   that  Chapman  and  Brown 
wired  them  to  help  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  had  to  be  sent  down  there 
before  you  could  get  those  depositions  taken? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  to  send  $500  in  gold  at  one  time,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  did  not;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  did,  did  they  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know.     I  paid  the  expenses  of  taking  the 
depositions. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  was  that? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  cost  me  about  $600. 

Senator  Cltitis.  Did  you  arrange  to  have  $500  sent  there  through 
any  bank  here  in  town? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  authorize  them  to  do  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  there  was  nothing  said  to  me  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  simply  presented  the  bill  and  you  paid  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cutitis.  When  did  you  stop  buying  land  down  there?  • 

Mr.  Benson.  The    last   deed  was  taken  for  a  piece  of  land  in 
Lincoln  County,  for  which  I  paid  $1,100. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  that? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  must  have  been  two  or  three  weeks  after  those 
deeds  were  taken  in  Mexico.     It  was  taken  in  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  represented  you  in  that  transaction? 

Mr.  Benson.  L.  C.  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  generally  represented  you  down  there,  did  he 
not? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  want  to  have  printed  in  the  record  these  two 
dispatches : 

MusQUiz,  May  5,  1907. 
W.  L.  Chapman  and  Brown, 

Shavmee,  Okla.,  via  Diaz: 
Absolutely  necessary  have  First  National  Eagle  Pass  honor  my  check  |500  to  secure 
depositions.    Have  bank  notify  Monclova  bank.    Will  do  our  best.    Answer  here 
quick. 

R.  C.  CONIMS. 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  11,  1907, 
Tony  Alexander,  Muzquiz,  Mex.: 
Your  services  not  required  after  May  15.    Must  stop  expenses. 

C.  J.  Benson. 

Senator  Curtis.   Have  you  any  letter  from  Chapman? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;   just  a  letter  from  the  banker  and  the  drafts. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  the  drafts  with  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  To  whom  were  they  made  payable? 
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Mr.  Benson.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  no  drafts  made  payable  to  other  men 
down  there  in  Mexico,  have  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  Here  is  one  payable  to  A.  T.  Brown  for  $300.  The 
rest  are  all  payable  to  the  First  National  Bank  ^  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  receive  wires  along  about  the  20th  of 
July,  1906,  to  send  additional  money  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Benson.    They  drew  on  me  drafts  with  the  deeds  attached. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  send  any  money,  except  when  the 
deed  was  sent  up;  except  what  you  paid  on  the  depositions? 

Mr.  Benson.  1  sent  $5,000  down  to  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Eagle  Pass  to  start  with. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  this  $17,000  which  you  paid  for  land,  as 
mentioned  in  this  dispatch,  you  say  that  was  all  you  bought  in  con- 
nection with  this  partnership.     Is  that  right? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  1  paid  out  $30,200. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  included  expenses  and  all? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  all  for  deeds. 

Senator XJuRTis.   That  was  an  expense  in  getting  deeds,  was  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  your  outside  expense  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  The  consideration  named  in  the  deeds  amoimts  to 
about  $27,000.     The  rest  is  expense. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  outside?  The  other  $4,000  you  think 
was  expense? 

Mr.  Benson.  The  other  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  was  ex- 
pense ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  look  over  the  values  of  lands  gotten  by 
the  other  members  of  your  party? 

Mr.  Benson.  The  deeds  tnat  they  got;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  ngure  the  total  value  of  all  the  lands 
you  got  from  these  Indians  to  be,  $27,000? 

Mr.  Benson.  Well,  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.   They  are  worth  at  least  $150,000,  are  they  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  will  be  yery  glad  to  take  half  of  that  for 
them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  the  lands  gotten  from  these 
Indians  by  yourself.  Brown,  Chapman,  and  Garrett,  all  put  together, 
for  which  you  claim  vou  paid  the  Indians  altogether  about  $80,000, 
were  worth  $300,000? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that. 

Senator  Cutitis.  But  you  know  the  values  of  lands  in  this  com- 
munity, do  you  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  would  be  very  glad  to  take  one-half  of  $150,000 
for  what  I  have,  if  you  want  to  ouy  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  willing  to  pay  these  Indians  what  that 
land  is  worth? 

Mr.  Benson.  We  have  already  paid  them. 

Senator  Cltitis.  All  it  is  worth,  have  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  We  have  sold  the  lands;  but  I  tell  you  what  I  will 
do.  If  they  will  pay  me  back  my  money  and  expenses  that  I  was 
put  to,  I  will  be  verv  glad  to  take  the  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  release  all  of  it?  How  many  thousand 
dollars  is  that  ? 
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Mr.  Benson.  About  $32,000. 

Senator  Curtis.  Would  you  return  all  the  lands  to  all  the  Indians — 
the  land  in  your  name,  Chapman's  and  Grimes's? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  have  anj^thing  to  do  with  the  land 
in  their  names.       • 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  not  deeded  some  land  to  Giimes  and 
Chapman? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  have  an  outside  title,  have  they? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  not  in  with  their  dealing. 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  to  what  extent  they  got  land 
down  there,  do  you  ? 

.Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  your  interest  only  applies  to  these  tracts  in 
this  written  agreement  which  was  not  reduced  to  writing  until  you 
had  some  trouole  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Senator,  if  I  had  known  the  trouble  that  I  was  going 
to  get  into  in  making  this  investment  I  would  just  as  soon  nave 
handled  a  rattlesnake. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  would  not  have  made  it  if  you  had  gone 
down  there  and  looked  into  the  situation,  would  you  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  expect  not. 

Senator  Curtis,  i  ou  would  not  have  taken  any  of  those  deeds  had 
you  been  there  and  seen  what  was  done? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  they  have  reported  to  me  all  along  that  those 
deeds  were  taken  properly  and  that  the  Indian  was  paid  the  money, 
and  that  he  got  the  money.     I  know  I  had  the  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  a  lot  of 
that  money  is  in  the  bank  now  and  has  never  been  touched? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  know  that  some  of  it  has. 

Senator  Curtis.  Not  a  dollar  of  that  money  has  been  taken  out  of 
that  bank  by  any  of  those  Indians — the  $19,000 — except  what  was 
taken  by  forged  cliecks  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  believe  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  We  can  show  you  the  checks. 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  believe  that;  the  bank  would  be  responsible 
for  that  if  they  allowed  a  thing  of  that  kind  to  be  done. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  Conine  signed  every  check 
that  was  there  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not.     I  have  never  seen  the  checks. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  would  think  if  they  signed  a  check  for  a  man 
in  Eagle  Pass  when  he  was  in  Oklahoma  that  it  was  a  legal  check, 
woula  you?  You  would  say  if  they  signed  a  man^s  name  to  a  check 
and  pretended  that  name  was  signed  in  Mexico  or  Eagle  Pass  on 
January  1,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  man  was  in  Oklahoma  or 
this  county  on  that  day  and  had  not  been  there  for  a  month,  that 
that  was  not  a  forgery? 

Mr.  Benson.  Well,  I  believe  the  testimony  that  has  been  intro- 
duced before  this  committee  by  the  Indians — I  believe  there  has  been 
perjury  committed  in  giving  tnis  testimony  before  the  committee. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  if  the  records  show  that  the  men  left  Texas 
to  come  here  and  the  evidence  of  your  people  established  that? 
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Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know  anvthing  about  that. 

Senator  Cubtis.  Will  you  stand  for  a  transaction  of  that  kind? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  will  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  settle  this  suit  with  L.  C.  Grimes? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  made  a  contract  with  him  in  regard  to  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  profits. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  that  contract? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  the  one  that  was  filed  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  The  one  filed  and  deposited  in  the  bank. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  another  agreement  besides  the  one 
that  is  recorded  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  did  not;  that  agreement  was  recorded. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  one  that  has  not  been  recorded? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  there  is  one  on  deposit  with  the  State 
National  Bank  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  that? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  it  is  with  the  bank  in  escrow. 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  that  ever  been  filed  of  record? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  get  the  agreement  and  bring  it  up  here? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  suppose  they  will  give  me  that  agreement. 
It  was  left  there  on  deposit  with  a  condition  attached  to  it  that  it  was 
not  to  be  taken  out  unless  the  four  parties  were  present. 

The  Chairman.  Conine  went  dowTi  to  the  place  to  take  these  depo- 
sitions in  Mexico  to  represent  you  people,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  was  there. 

The  Chairman.  You  say  he  did  not  represent  you?  Did  he  not  go 
down  in  your  interest? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  he  did  go. down.  I  think  he  was  there  at  San 
Antonio  and  went  from  there  to  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  folks  paid  him  for  going  there,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  so;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  has  been  acting  in  your  interest  all  the  time 
now  since  you  commenced  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  he  has  been  employed  for  five  or  six  months 
all  told. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  employed,  then,  at  a  salary  of  $150  or  $125, 
whatever  it  might  have  been  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  he  not  been  employed  in  your  interest  since? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  still,  when  you  wanted  somebody  down  there 
you  sent  him  down  there  to  look  after  the  depositions? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cltitis.  You  say  you  deeded  back  this  property  of  the  dead 
woman  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  When  my  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  this 
wife  of  Mas-she-she,  who  deeded  this  land,  was  dead,  I  went  to  Out- 
celt  and  told  him  I  wanted  to  deed  that  land  back. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  do  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  deeded  it  back  to  the  heirs  of  Pan-a-tho. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  not  sufficient  evidence  in  your  mind 
that  your  agent  had  been  tampering  with  these  people  and  committed 
forgery? 

Mr.  Bexson.  They  explained  it  to  me  in  this  way,  that  when  the 
Indians  went  before  the  court  and  signed  a  deed  he  had  represented 
that  his  wife  had  some  land,  and  they  took  it  from  the  rolls  supposing 
that  this  first  wife  was  living,  and  the  name  was  signed  that  way. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  interpreters  swore  that  that  was  the  identical 
person,  did  they  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  The  deposition  of  the  judge  of  the  court  down  there 
states  that  he  called  the  names  of  these  Indians  out  and  they  came 
forth. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  dead  Indian  came  forth? 

Mr.  Benson.  Came  forward  and  signed  the  deed,  and  that  this 
Indian  came  afterwards.  I  do  not  know  how  it  was  done.  I  was  not 
there,  and  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  but  when  mv  attention 
was  called  to  it  I  told  Thackery  I  wanted  the  land  deedecf  back. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  think  it  will  be  a  good  idea  to  deed 
that  land  back  to  the  imbecile  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  If  it  is  proved  that  he  is;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  sold  that,  though,  to  Mr.  Grav,  have  vou 
not? 

Mr.  Benson.  My  warranty  is  on  the  deed  and  I  would  have  to  make 
it  good. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  has  Gray  paid  vou  on  that? 

Mr.  Benson.  $2,800. 

The  Chairman.  Has  he  paid  for  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  there  is  a  mortgage  on  it  of  $1,100. 

The  Chairman.  Did  vou  not  sell  that  to  him  for  $3,000  instead  of 
$2,800?  ^  ' 

Mr.  Benson.  $2,800  was  all  I  got,  and  there  was  a  commission  of 
$300. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Gray  paid  $3,000,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know. 

The  Chairman.  And  took  a  mortgage  back? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  brought  suits  to  quiet  your  title,  have 
you  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  bring  a  suit  in  that  case? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  only  brought  suit  where  there  were  two 
deeds  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  After  you  got  the  deeds  thev  deeded  to  somebody 
else? 

Mr.  Benson.  They  deeded  to  somebody  else,  gave  a  second  deed  on 
it,  yes,  sir;  to  Mr.  Bentley  or  his  associates. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  no  deed  to  that  land. 

Mr.  Benson.  Not  on  that  piece. 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  a  suit  been  brought  to  set  that  deed  aside  by 
the  Government? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  That  property  is  worth  $3,000,  is  it  not? 
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Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

The  Chairman.  IIF  the  facts  are  as  we  are  assuming  they  are,  and 
you  have  sold  the  property  for  $2,800,  are  you  wiUing  to  turn  over  to 
the  Government  the  $2,800  and  cancel  that  transaction  ?  I  mean  as  to 
that  imbecile  Indian.     There  is  a  chance  for  you  to  do  justice. 

Mr.  Benson.  Do  you  mean  less  the  amount  I  have  already  paid? 

The  Chairman.  Yes;  you  paid  $600. 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir.  If  you  can  clearly  establish  to  me  that  that 
Indian  is  an  imbecile  and  can  not  properly  make  a  deed,  I  would  be 
very  willing  to  do  that. 

The  Chairman.  And  turn  over  to  the  Government  for  the  benefit 
of  these  Indians  all  you  got  out  of  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  have  to  look  at  this  man  to  know 
that  he  is  an  imbecile.  Your  agents  must  have  known  it  when  they 
took  that  deed. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  believe  you  said  you  had  Tony  Alexander  down 
there  representing  you  in  some  capacity? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  contract  in  writing  with  Tony  Alexander? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  that  contract  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  have  and  submit  it  to  the  committee. 

The  contract  is  as  follows: 

April  8,  1907. 
This  is  to  certify  that  I,  C.  J.  Benson,  have  employed  Toncy  Alexander  to  repre- 
sent my  interests  in  Mexico,  and  agree  to  pay  him  the  sum  of  $150  per  month,  begin- 
ning from  the  date  above  written,  and  said  Alexander  hereby  acknowledges   the 
payment  to  him  of  the  sum  of  $150,  being  the  first  month's  salary,  in  advance. 

Said  Alexander  agrees  to  faithfully  look  after  our  interests  with  the  Mexican  Kick- 
apoo  Indians  now  residing  in  Mexico,  according  to  our  mutual  undert^tanding. 

Said  services  to  continue  for  a  period  of  throe  months  or  less,  as  in  the  discretion 
of  0.  J.  Benson  may  be  deemed  necessary.  No  other  expense  to  be  incurred  with- 
out my  previous  consent. 

(Signed)     G.  J.  Bknsox. 
(Signed)     Toney  Alexander. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  and  exact  copy  of  the  contract  entered  into 
between  myself  and  Toney  Alexander  on  April  8,  1907. 

C.  J.  Benson. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  agreement  with  Alexander  or  give 
Alexander  any  instructions  outside  of  that  writing  as  to  what  he 
was  to  do? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  talked  with  him  just  along  the  line  of  that  contract. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  substance  of  that  contract  which  you  had 
with  Alexander? 

Mr.  Benson.  For  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  SI 50  per 
month,  I  was  to  employ  him  for  three  months  or  less,  as  in  my  judg- 
ment I  might  choose,  to  represent  my  interests  in  Mexico  or  Eagle 
Pass.     I  think  that  was  the  substance  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  are  no  interlineations  or  cancellations  of  the 
contract  in  the  copy  you  have  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Tnere  was  an  agreement  that  he  was  to  incur  no 
expense  without  my  consent. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  say  the  copy  you  have  contains  no  erasures  or  inter- 
lineations in  it? 
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Mr.  Benson.  There  are  interlineations  in  my  handwriting  at  the 
bottom  of  it,  that  he  is  to  incur  no  expense  without  mv  consent. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  all? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  reason  you  gave  for  discharging  him  w^as  that 
you  wanted  to  cut  down  expenses  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  That  is  it;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  stated  in  your  testimony  that  you  had 
some  reports  that  he  was  doing  more  harm  there  than  good,  and 
that  was  the  reason  you  discharged  him  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  wanted  to  let  him  down  easy. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  just  wanted  to  let  him  down  easy? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 
•  Mr.  Embry.  I  notice  here  what  purports  to  be  a  statement  of  a 
deed  from  Ah-che-che  to  Chapman,  dated  July  28,  1906,  and  it 
appears  that  on  the  same  day  Chapman  and  wife  made  a  deed  to 
J.  H.  Myers,  and  it  appears  that  on  the  same  day  J.  H.  Myers  executed 
a  mortgage  to  you  covering  this  land.  How  were  these  transactions 
accomplished  at  that  time'^ 

Mr.  Benson.  I  wanted  to  put  a  mortgage  on  all  this  land  in  order 
to  help  carry  it.  I  was  selling  farm  mortgages.  I  was  in  that  busi- 
ness a  great  deal  and  did  not  want  all  these  mortgages  to  be  signed 
by  W.  L.  Chapman,  and  I  had  them  deeded  to  vanous  parties  And 
they  simed  the  mortgages,  accommodation  mortgages. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  this  man  Myers,  who  made  the  mortgage  back 
to  you,  has  no  interest  in  that  tract  of  land. 

Mr.  Benson.  None  whatever. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  Myers  was  just  to  aid  in  distributing  the  appar- 
ent ownership  of  the  land,  so  that  the  mortgages  would  be  more  nego- 
tiable— that  IS,  you  could  sell  them  at  a  better  price? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  Myers  any  interest  in  any  of  those  tracts  where  he 
appears  to  be  a  grantee? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  none  whatever. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  has  no  interest  where  he  executed  mortgages — no 
interest  in  the  land  at  all? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  none  at  all.     He  deeded  them  back. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wherever  J.  H.  Myers's  name  appears  in  these  Kick- 
apoo  transactions  he  has  no  interest  at  all? 

Mr.  Benson.  None  at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  is  J.  H.  Myers? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  is  the  father-in-law  of  W.  L.  Chapman. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  J.  H.  Myers  at  no  time  paid  any  money  to  you  or 
anyone  else  in  any  of  these  matters? 

Mr.  Benson.  Just  $1  necessary  to  complete  the  transaction  to  fix 
it  up.     He  has  no  interest  whatever. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  was  no  transaction  at  all? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  done  for  accommodation  purposes. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  I  find  here  a  deed  appearing  to  oe  from  Ah-nah- 
tha-hah-quah  to  W.  L.  Chapman,  which  appears  to  be  dated  July  28, 
1906,  ana  that  on  July  28,  1906,  Chapman  and  wife  deeded  to  J.  H. 
Myers,  and  on  July  28,  1906,  Myers  mortgaged  this  land  to  W.  O. 
Dean.     What  do  vou  know  of  that  transaction? 

Mr.  Benson.  Those  mortgages  were  made,  or  the  majority  of  them, 
to  W.  O.  Dean,  he  being  connected  with  me  in  the  farm  loan  business. 
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When  this  trouble  occurred  over  these  land  titles  I  had  all  these  mort- 
gages transferred  back  to  me,  and  I  signed  the  mortgages  from  W.  O. 
Dean  to  myself.     Those  assignments  have  never  been  put  on  record. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  W.  O.  Dean  has  no  interest  in  any  of  these 
mortgages  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Only  two. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  two? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  could  not  say. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  only  two? 

Mr.  Benson.  Only  two. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  then  whatever  interest  he  may  have  had  or 
appeared  to  have  under  any  of  these  mortgages  or  deeds,  except  as 
to  two  allotments,  was  transferred  by  him  hack  to  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  and  you  have  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  there  ever  any  money  transactions  between  you 
and  him  with  reference  to  these  transfers? 

Mr.  Benson.  None  at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  simply  holding  them  in  an  accommodation 
capacity? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  he  has  no  equity  or  interest  in  them? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  interest  or  equity  has  he  in  the  two  allotments 
that  you  excepted  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  holds  mortgages  against  the  property. 

Mr.  Embry.  For  how  much  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  one  is  for  $800  and  the  other  for  $900. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Mr.  Dean  was  a  partner  of  yours  in  the  loan 
business  at  the  time  these  deeds  were  taken? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  we  were  in  the  loan  business. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  discussed  wth  him  the  project  of  purchasing 
Kickapoo  lands  in  Mexico  before  it  was  done? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  understood  the  purpose,  did  he? 

Mr.  Benson.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  have  any  interest  in  the  enterprise  silently 
with  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  Nothing  further  than  the  interest  in  the  farm-loan 
business  and  these  mortgages  on  th^  two  allotments  which  he  took. 
Those  mortgages  are  a  part  of  the  original  undertaking  down  there. 
He  took  those  personally. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  understood  at  the  time  you  bought  these  lands 
that  he  would  take  two  mortgages  covering  two  of  those  allotments, 
did  he? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  understanding, 
but  in  the  final  wind  up  he  retained  two  of  the  mortgages. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  at  one  time  held  more  than  two,  (fid  he  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  They  were  all  made  in  his  name. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  was  part  of  the  general  arrangement  in 
securing  this  land  for  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  not  consult  with  you  and  you  with  him  at  the 
time  you  were  buying  this  land,  and  wanted  to  make  these  accom- 
modation mortgages? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  purchase  of 
the  land.  This  was  strictly  a  farm-loan  transaction  between  him 
and  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  a  partnership  or  corporation? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  we  had  what  we  called  the  Southwestern 
Loan  Association  at  the  time  he  was  a  partner  in  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  a  corporation  or  partnership? 
"     Mr.  Benson.  It  was  a  corporation. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  owned  the  stock? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  and  I. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  a  regular  Territorial  charter? 

Mr.  Benson.  We  had  a  Territorial  charter.  He  and  I  and  his  son 
were  the  incorporators. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  those  two  allotments  on  which  he  still 
retains  a  mortgage,  how  about  those? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  bought  those  for  his  own  use. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  pay  you  the  money  for  them? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  the  amount  specified  in  the  mortgages? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  did  he  buy  these?  After  this  controversy 
arose  about  this  land? 

Mr.  Benson.  Before.  I  do  not  suppose  he  would  have  bought 
those  if  he  had  to  fight  them  after  the  controversv  arose. 

Mr.  Embry.  W^ho  was  tliis  man  Enos  Nicholls^ 

Mr.  Benson.  He  resides  here  in  town.     He  is  a  money  lender. 

Mr.  Embry.  W^ho  is  II.  S.  Harper? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  appears  to  be  a  deed  here  from  Cha-chah-ko- 
■the-wa  to  W.  L.  Chapman,  of  June  23,  1906,  and  it  was  morto^aged  to 
you  on  July  1,  1906,  or  deeded  July  26,  1906,  Chapman  and  wife  to 

Sourself ;  tfien  on  January  22,  1907,  C.  J.  Benson  and  wife  to  R.  S. 
[arper.     Do  you  know  anything  about  that  transaction? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  The  land  is 
deeded  to  him. 

J^Ir.  Embry.  He  mortgaged  that  first  and  afterwards  deeded  it. 

Mr.  Benson.  I  know  about  the  mortgage  he  deeded,  but  I  do  not 
know  how  R.  S.  Harper's  name  got  into  it.     I  do  not  know  him. 

Mr.  EImbry.  Do  you  know  that  R.  S.  Harper  has  any  interest  in 
that  land  i 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Would  you  know  if  he  had  a  certain  interest? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  should  think  I  would;  yes,  sir.  I  saw  that  name 
before  in  some  matters  and  was  wondering  what  it  was — in  the  suit  on 
this  case  in  the  sununons. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  made  a  party  where  a  suit  was  brought  to  set 
that  aside? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  wondering  at  the  time  who  he  was. 

Mr.  EMBirv.  You  think  that  is  a  mistake — there  was  no  transfer 
to  Harper  at  all? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  it  must  be. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  deed  that  appears  to  have  been  made  by 
Kah-pah-he-ho-buah  to  W.  L.  Chapman,  dated  July  23,  1906.  On 
July  28,  1906,  it  appears  that  Chapman  deeded  this  land  to  W.  W. 
Andrews,  and  that  on  July  28,  1906,  it  appears  that  Andrews  mort- 
gaged it  to  W.  O.  Dean,  and  on  the  same  day  it  appears  that  W.  W. 
Andrews  deeded  this  land  to  yourself,  C.  J.  Benson. 

Mr.  Benson.  That  is  another  one  of  those  accommodation  contracts. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  the  whole  interest  in  that,  and  those  other 
people  have  none? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes.  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  there  was  no  consideration  in  the  course  of  their 
transaction,  and  they  parted  with  no  consideration  in  the  course  of 
their  transaction? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  deed  made  by  Ket-te-quah,  daughter  of 
Ah-waw-nee,  to  W.  L.  Chapman  under  date  of  July  21,  1906.  This 
appears  to  have  been  mortgaged  to  C.  J.  Benson,  yourself,  on  July 
26,  1906,  and  deeded  to  you  by  Chapman  and  wife  on  July  27,  1906, 
on  which  there  is  an  assignment  of  C.  J.  Benson  to  W.  O.  Dean  on 
August  10,  1906,  and  the  relinquishment  of  C.  J.  Benson  to  W.  L. 
Chapman  on  January  21,  1907,  and  a  mortgage  of  W.  C.  and  M.  C. 
Grimes  to  C.  J.  Benson  on  February  1,  1907.  What  do  you  say  as 
to  the  status  of  that  title? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  appears  to  be  another  mortgage  from  W.  C.  and 
M.  C.  Grimes  covermg  those  olther  tracts.  That  land  was  deeded 
to  W.  C.  Grimes  by  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  this  a  part  of  the  partnership  transaction? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  he  paid  me  a  tnousand  dollars  for  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  this  land  was  purchased  from  the  Indian  on 
July  21,  1906,  at  the  time  these  people  were  operating  under  this 
contract? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  it  was  part  of  the  partnership  transaction? 

Mr.  Benson.  This  was  another  Grimes,  W.  C.,  not  L.  C,  his 
nephew. 

Air.  Embry.  What  did  they  call  this  W.  C.  Grimes? 

Mr.  Benson.  Tack. 

Mr.  Embry.  Tack  Grimes  was  down  there  with  the  other  people 
at  the  time  they  bought  this  land,  was  he? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  dow*n  there  in  his  own  behalf. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understand  he  was  there  all  the  time  and  knew 
what  was  going  on,  do  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  suppose  so;  I  do  not  know;  I  am  not  sure.  He 
was  there  at  the  time  they  were  taking  these  deeds;  I  am  satisfied 
about  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  How^  much  did  Tack  Grimes  pay  you  for  that? 

Mr.  Benson.  $1,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wliat  tracts  of  land  did  that  cover,  just  the  one  men- 
tioned? 

Mr.  Benson.  Two  tracts.     Do  you  want  the  description? 

Mr.  Embry.  Y"es ;  if  you  can  give  them. 

Mr.  Benson.  The  W.'i  SE.  J  sec.  14,  T.  12,  R.  1,  and  the  E.  i  SW. 
J  sec.  14,  T.  12,  R.  1. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  deed  wliich  appears  to  have  been  made  by 
Pah-pah-me-na-ko-the  of  the  land  of  nis  wife,  Pah-ah-kah-ne,  to 
R.  C.  and  Carmen  Conine,  of  the  date  of  October  8,  1906,  which,  on 
October  22,  1906,  was  conveyed  to  Chapman  and  Brown.  Have  you 
any  interest  in  that  transaction? 

Mr.  Benson.  None  whatever;  no,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  time,  if  at  all,  did  Chapman  and  Brown 
separate  in  their  operations  from  you  or  the  joint  enterprise  which 
they  had  with  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  After  the  first  lot  of  deeds  were  taken  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  About  what  time  was  that? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  when  those  deeds  were  taken,  July  25,  I 
believe. 

Senator  Curtis.  July  21  and  23? 

Mr.  Benson.  The  21st  and  23d  of  July,  1906. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  not  become  interested  with  them  in  any  land 
taken  subsequent  to  July  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  did  you  quit  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  had  enough  in  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  Enos  Nicholls  was  a  money  lender? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  does  he  live  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  At  Shawnee. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  is  M.  P.  Brown,nf  you  know? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  is  the  father  of  A.  1*.  Brown. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  father  of  Al  Brown. 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  is  John  S.  Malaske  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  is  a  farmer. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  find  here  that  it  appears  that  Wah-sko-tah  and 
Mah-ska-ko  made  a  deed  to  W.  L.  Chapman  of  July  31,  1906,  which 
was  mortgaged  to  you  July  26,  1906,  and  the  appearance  of  another 
mortgage  on  the  same  date  or  double  entry  on  the  record  of  the  one 
mortgage,  and  then  it  was  that  on  July  28,  1906,  Chapman  and  wife 
deeded  that  land  to  you;  then  it  appears  that  on  January  21,  1907, 
yourself  and  wife  conveyed  to  John  S.  Malaske ;  then  it  appears  that 
on  February  1,  1907,  John  S.  Malaske  and  wife  mortgaged  this  land 
to  you.     ^hat  is  the  state  of  that  title? 

Mr.  Benson.  The  land  was  sold  to  Malaske.  He  gave  a  mortgage 
back  in  part  payment. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  has  he  paid  on  that? 

Mr.  Benson.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  mortgage? 

Mr.  Embry.  It  appears  that  the  amount  of  the  mortgage  is  $800 
and  the  consideration  $2,250. 

Mr.  Benson.  $1,250. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  paid  that,  did  he? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  he  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  deeds  were  bought  for  you  altogether 
and  the  partnership  of  which  you  were  a  member  of  these  Kickapoo 
land  allotments — how  many  allotments  were  purchased? 

Mr.  Benson.  About  30,  and  among  that  30  there  were  4  or  5  heir- 
ship pieces. 
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Mr.  Embry.  What  was  peculiar  about  the  heirship  matters  to 
distinguish  them  from  the  others? 

Mr.  Benson.  They  just  bought  what  interest  the  Indian  had  in 
the  allotment. 

Mr.  Embry.  I^eaving  you  a  part  owner  with  probably  somebody 
else  in  the  same  allotment? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Neither  the  heirship  land  nor  others  were  approved 
by  the  Department  or  Secretary  at  any  time,  were  they? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  not  sold  upon  advertisement,  was  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  was  no  attempt  to  comply  with  any  of  the 
regulations  of  the  Interior  Department  as  to  sales,  was  there? 

MT.  Benson.  We  did  not  regard  there  were  any  regulations  with 
reference  to  the  sale  of  that  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  were  about  30,  you  say? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  30  includes  about  4  of  these  heirship  pieces? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  I  imderstand,  you  have  the  title  to  all  the  30, 
except  that  conveyed  to  Tack  Grimes  and  John  Malaske? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  there  have  been  about  5  pieces  sold. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  whom? 

Mr.  Benson.  John  Malaske  and  W.  C.  Grimes,  2;  Mr.  Gray,  1. 

Mr.  Embry.  Gray's  is  the  Paw-haw-kah  land,  is  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  it  is  the  John  Snake  land  and  another  piece, 
a  party  whose  name  I  do  not  remember — but  that  was  the  John  onake 
land,  2  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  you  have  named  all  that  you  have  sold.  On 
the  Malaske  land  there  is  money  due  you  secured  by  mortgage  on  the 
land? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  W.  C.  Grimes's  land  is  the  money  due  you  secured 
by  mortgage  on  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Well,  no;  that  is  really  secured  by  the  mortgage  on 
the  land  and  some  property  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Mr.  Embry.  None  of  the  W.  C.  Grimes  consideration  has  been  paid, 
has  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  hold  the  note  for  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  W.  C.  Grimes  has  not  paid  anything  for  the  tract  you 
conveyed  to  him  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  he  gave  me  a  mortgage  on  this  land  and 
some  property  in  Oklahoma  City. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  have  that  note? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  that  note  was  made  to  the  bank.  The  money 
was  gotten  from  the  bank. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  bank  here? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  got  the  money  from  the  bank  and  paid  it  to  whom? 

Mr.  Benson.  Paid  it  to  me. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Are  you  an  officer  of  this  bank  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Not  now. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  what  capacity  did  you  act  a^  officer  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  was  not  an  officer  at  the  time  the  money  was  paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  bank  was  it  that  advanced  that  money  on  the 
W.  C.  Grimes  not^. 

Mr.  Benson.  The  Oklahoma  National  Bank. 
.  Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  the  bank  of  which  you  were  former  presi- 
dent? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  this  bank  advance  you  the  full  funds  on  that  note  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  were  the  officers  of  the  bank  that  made  the  trans- 
action down  here  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Mr.  J.  W.  Ruby. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  he  an  officer  of  the  bank  at  the  time  of  this  Kick- 
apoo  transaction? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  there  any  sums  due  on  the  other  three  tracts  which 
you  think  should  be  sold  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  not  any  mortgages  on  any  of  these  lands 
except  the  two  that  you  mentioned  that  W.  O.  Dean  held;  is  that 
true? 

Mr.  Benson.  Well,  I  think  all  the  mortgages  except  those    two» 

Mr.  Embry.  I  mean  there  are  yet  outstanding  mortgages  belong- 
ing to  other  persons  than  those  except  the  two  w^iich  Dean  has? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  there  is  no  one  who  has  any  mortgage,  lien,  title, 
or  equity  in  any  of  this  land  except  the  5  tracts  wiicli  you  have 
stated  you  sold,  and  the  two  mortgages  that  Dean  has? 

Mr.  Benson.  That  is  right. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  yourself  and  your  associates,  Grimes  and  Chap- 
man? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  right. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  were  you  president  of  that  bank?  What 
is  the  name  of  the  bank? 

Mr.  Benson.  Oklahoma  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  vou  know  one  Leonard  A.  Hampton? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Benson.  Ten  or  eleven  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Bentley  at  the  time  he  was  Indian 
agent  of  the  Kickapoos  here  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  you  if  during  that  time  Mr.  Hampton  and 
Mr.  Bentley  left  with  you  in  escrow  in  your  bank  a  contract  relating 
to  the  cancellation  or  the  attempted  cancellation  of  the  Kickapoo 
Indian  allotments  in  this  county? 

Mr.  Benson.  They  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  that  contract  is? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  did  you  see  it  last? 
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1;  Mr.  Benson.  It  must  have  been  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  contract 
was  made^  I  believe.  I  can  not  remember  now;  it  has  been  too  long 
ago. 

Mr.  Embby.  Please  state  substantially  what  the  contract  was. 

Mr.  Benson.  It  seems  that  the  contract  was  entered  into  between 
Hampton  and  Bentley,  by  which  Hampton  was  to  secure  an  illegal 
allotment,  and  there  was  a  deposit  made  with  the  contract  to  be 
paid  to  Bentley  when  Hampton  secured  filing  on  this  land.  I  think 
that  was  the  contents  of  it.     It  has  been  so  long  I  don't  remember. 

Mr.  Embby.  Mr.  Hampton  made  the  deposit  with  your  bank? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embby.  At  that  time  did  you  use  a  deposit  certificate  or  cer- 
tified certificate  of  deposit? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embby.  Is  that  your  signature  attached  to  this  paper? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embby.  At  some  subsequent  time  this  certificate  of  deposit 
was  returned  to  the  bank,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was. 

Mr.  Embby.  What  adjustment  was  made,  if  you  can  now  recall, 
at  the  time  the  certificate  of  deposit  was  returned? 

Mr.  Benson.  Hampton  demanded  his  money  and  said  he  could 
not  get  the  land  and  wanted  to  take  his  money  down.  I  told  him 
to  bring  Mr.  Bentley  in  there  and  have  him  indorse  the  certificate 
and  I  would  pay  him  the  money. 

Mr.  Embby.  Was  that  the  reason  Mr.  Bentley's  name  is  indorsed 
here? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embby.  Did  you  require  Mr.  Bentley  to  indorse  this  before 
you  would  return  the  money  to  Hampton  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embby.  This  certificate  is  payable  to  the  order  of  '*As  per 
contract  attached."  Do  you  know  what  was  done  with  that  con- 
tract at  that  time  and  when  this  certificate  was  retiuned  to  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  I  think  it  was  doubtless  turned 
over  to  Mr.  Hampton,  but  I  can  not  remember. 

Mr.  Embby.  This  refers  to  the  contract,  the  substance  of  which 
you  state  was  that  that  money  was  to  be  paid  to  Bentley  after  the 
cancellation  of  this  allotment  and  he  got  his  filing? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  the  contract  was  made  to  W.  W. 
Ives. 

Mr.  Embby.  The  money  was  to  be  paid  to  Ives? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embby.  Here  is  the  Oklahoma  State  Bank,  '*  Deposited  by 
L.  A.  Hampton  on  contract  as  shown  on  file  here,  Shawnee,  Okla., 
7-3-01." 

The  Chaibman.  That  is  the  money  that  went  to  the  credit  of 
Hampton. 

Mr.  Embby.  Checks  as  follows,  $500. 

Mr.  Benson.  The  certificate  shows  that  he  has  deposited  that  $500 
to  be  put  into  this  contract — to  be  placed  in  this  contract. 

Mr.  Embby.  Now,  if  I  understand,  this  certificate  of  deposit  was 
made  when  Mr.  Hampton  came  in  and  paid  the  $500  to  your  bank? 


748  AFFAIRS    OF   THE    MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

Mr.  Benson.  He  wanted  some  evidence  that  he  deposited  that 
$500  with  that  contract,  and  we  gave  him  that  certificate. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  the  certificate  of  deposit  was  made  and  attached 
to  the  coiitract? 

Mr.  Benson.  That  is  true. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  amount  to  be  paid  to  Ives,  if  the  undertaking  in 
the  contract  was  complied  with? 

The  Chairman.  That  is,  if  the  cancellation  took  place? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  dictated  this  contract  or  the  terms  of  it,  if  you 
know? 

Mr.  Benson.  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  there  any  other  similar  contracts  to  those  left 
there  in  your  bank  along  about  that  time  or  during  the  time  Mr. 
Bentley  was  the  Indian  agent,  that  you  remember  of? 

Mr.  Benson.  There  was  one  other  contract  he  had  with  W.  M, 
Davis  in  regard  to  some  land  deal,  but  I  do  not  remember  the  con- 
tents and  I  do  not  remember  the  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  what  land  it  was  that  this  contract 
refers  to? 

Mr.  Benson.  This  piece  of  land  was  right  south  of  the  city,  just 
across  the  bridge  on  the  right  side. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  speaking  of  its  character  with  reference  to  its 
being  Indian  land  or  private  land  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  Indian  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  About  when  was  that,  if  you  can  remember? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  can  not  remember. 

Mr.  Embry.  Approximately,  as  near  as  you  can? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  about  three  or  four  years  ago. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  after  he  ceased  to  be  agent? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  So  you  say  to  this  committee  that  if  anyone 
claimed  in  July,  1906,  that  you  were  willing  to  put  $5,000  more  in 
the  Indian  lands,  these  Kickapoo  lands,  they  were  mistaken  and  it 
was  without  your  authority? 

Mr.  Benson.  Well,  Senator,  I  may  have  sent  a  telegram  of  that 
kind,  but  I  do  not  know.  All  I  know  is  that  I  got  about  $30,000  into 
the  deal  and  after  I  got  that  in  I  did  not  want  to  put  any  more  in 
because  I  had  enough. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  got  the  $30,000  in  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  can  not  say,  unless  I  would  see  the  telegram. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  ask  you  a  question.  When  did  you 
enter  into  this  arrangement  with  these  people  to  go  into  this  business 
of  securing  Indian  lands? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  it  was  in  April  or  May,  1906. 

The  Chairman.  You  had  a  verbal  agreement? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  was  your  agreement  with  these  people? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  was  to  furnish  the  money  for  that  land  and  on  their 
representation  that  this  bill  was  going  to  pass  and  that  these  Kicka- 
poos  were  to  be  allowed  to  sell  their  land  without  restriction  here, 
and  they  were  to  pay  me  8  per  cent  interest  on  the  money  and  one- 
fourth  interest  in  the  profit. 

The  Chairman.  Each  had  one-fourth  interest? 
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Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  But  they  were  to  employ  assistance  that  they 
needed  in  securing  the  deeds,  were  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  I  was  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  getting  the  deeds. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  employ  Conine,  or  did  you? 

Mr.  Benson.  Thev  did. 

The  Chairman.  You  recognized  that  as  a  proper  transaction  on 
your  part,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes.  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Cal  Moore  was  not  a  party  to  this  contract;  was  he 
employed  there  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Not  that  I  know. 

The  Chairman.  But  if  they  did  employ  him,  it  was  in  your  agree- 
ment that  he  should  be  employed? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  was  to  pay  the  expenses.  Mr.  Chapman  was  my 
agent.     I  had  no  talk  or  agreement  with  any  others. 

The  Chairman.  He  was  authorized  to  do  what  was  necessary  to 
make  these  purchases,  was  he  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  trusted  him  to  do  the  work? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to.  this:  You  had  a 
verbal  agreement  down  to  the  10th  day  of  August,  did  you  not? 
Now,  why  did  you  on  the  10th  day  of  August  make  a  contract  diflferent 
from  what  you  had  before  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  These  parties  insisted  on  it. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  this  is  what  Grimes  said  in  his  declaration 
about  you  people:  "And  the  plaintiff  alleges  that  the  said  Chapman 
so  failed  and  refused  to  convey  the  same  to  the  said  Benson."  He 
claimed  that  Chapman  was  not  carrying  out  his  promise  to  convey 
to  you  "in  pursuance  to  a  secret  and  private  understanding  and  agree- 
ment between  the  said  defendants,  and  in  violation  of  the  terms  of 
said  written  contract."  Now,  what  was  that  secret  and  private 
understanding? 

Mr.  Benson.  That  was  the  agreement,  that  I  was  to  buy  the  land 
and  rive  them  one- fourth  interest  in  the  profit. 

The  Chairman.  Why  did  you  require  a  secret  and  private  under- 
standing? 

Mr.  Benson.  That  is  a  petition  filed  by  an  attorney.  I  did  not 
know  why  it  was  put  in  there. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  Mr.  Grimes's  statement  that  you  had  a 
private  and  secret  arrangement  about  this  matter? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  think  that  is  what  he  refers  to  there — the  agreement 
that  the  land  was  to  be  deeded  to  me,  and  they  were  to  have  one- 
fourth  interest  in  the  profits. 

The  Chairman.  In  your  original  agreement,  which  is  signed  by 
the  four  of  you — signed  by  Benson,  Chapman,  Brown,  and  Grimes — 
the  original  agreement,  as  I  xmderstand,  had  these  words:  '^That 
this  agreement  is  not  for  record  and  under  no  circumstances  is  the 
same  to  be  recorded." 

Mr.  Benson.  That  was  done  so  as  not  to  encumber  the  records 
over  there  and  prevent  the  easy  transfer  of  the  land  when  it  was  sold. 
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The  Chairman.  But  you  did  not  record  all  the  deeds,  did  you, 
as  soon  as  you  got  them? 

Mr.  Benson.  We  did  not  want  this  contract  put  on  the  record 
there  so  as  to  encumber  the  record  when  it  came  to  the  transfer  of 
that  land.     I  insisted  on  that  myself. 

The  Chairman.  You  were  afraid  the  people  would  not  buy  the 
land  there,  were  you  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  it  was  not  for  that  reason.  It  was  to  facili- 
tate the  transfer  of  the  land  to  the  purchaser  when  it  was  sold — not 
to  encumber  the  record  too  much,  oecauso  it  costs  a  great  deal  to 
get  up  the  abstracts  and  release  these  agreements.  Everybody 
would  have  had  to  sign  a  deed  when  the  lancT was  sold. 

The  Chairman.  If  the  deeds  had  been  made  to  you  under  this  con- 
tract they  would  have  conveyed  all  their  title,  would  they  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  Not  with  that  contract  in  the  record;  no,  sir.  We 
would  have  had  to  have  a  quitclaim  deed. 

The  Chairman.  No,  you  would  not.  You  were  trustee  for  a  specific 
purpose,  as  described  in  this  contract. 

^lr.  Benson.  My  attorney  advised  me  in  the  matter. 

The  Chairman,  You  did  have  a  contract  which  you  did  not  give 
to  the  public — a  secret  understanding,  as  is  stated  here — did  you  not? 
Is  that  true  or  not  ?  Is  what  Mr.  Chapman  said  in  that  respect  true, 
that  you  had  a  secret  and  private  understanding? 

Mr.  Benson.  We  had  no  other  agreement  or  private  understanding 
than  we  would  have  had  in  any  other  business  affair.  There  are  cer- 
tain transactions  in  all  business  affairs  that  need  not  be  made  public. 

Senator  Curtis.  As  I  understand,  vou  will  get  from  your  attorney 
those  original  deeds  so  that  we  can  look  at  them,  and  will  do  that 
some  time  this  afternoon  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  They  are  right  here  now  [producing  papers]. 

Senator  Curtis.  These  are  all  you  have,  are  they?  Please  make  a 
search  and  see  if  you  can  get  any  more,  and  leave  the  deeds  with  us 
this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Benson.  Very  well,  sir. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused,  and  at  12.30  o'clock  p.  m.  the 
committee  took  a  recess  until  1.30  o'clock  p.  m. 

AFTER   RECESS. 

SAMUEL  PATRICK,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Patrick.  I  live  23  miles  south  of  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  neighborhood? 

Mr.  Patrick.  About  nine  or  ten  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  members  of  the 
Kickapoo  tribe  of  Indians  known  to  belong  to  the  band  of  Kicking 
Kickapoos  ? 

Mr.  Patrick.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  know  any  of  the  Kickapoos  at  all. 
I  have  been  living  among  the  Shawnees. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  the  Eackapoos 
having  gone  to  Mexico,  personally,  or  how  they  came  to  go? 

Mr.  Patrick.  No,  sir;  only  from  hearsay. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  know  anything  about  the  Shawnees 
going  to  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Well,  yes,  sir;  some  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  there  been  any  effort  lately  on  the  part  of 
anv  person  to  get  the  Shawnees  to  go  to  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Not  that  I  know  of.  ^    *•  •  ; 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Tony  Alexander?  ^*, ... 

Mr.  Patrick.  No,  sir.  '    . 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Patrick,  you  know  Mr.  Bentley,  do  you? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  knew  Mr.  Bentley  when  he  was  United  States 
Indian  agent? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  examine  the  paper  I  hand  you  and  state  if  at 
the  time  Mr.  Bentley  was  Indian  agent  you  had  a  contract  for  sawing 
lumber. 

Mr.  PatrIck.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  for? 

Mr.  Patrick.  For  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  that  contract  with  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  lumber  did  you  saw? 

Mr.  Patrick.  It  was  just  a  verbal  contract.  He  told  me  he  thought 
it  was  to  saw  50,000  feet,  but  I  never  sawed  that  much. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  you  put  in  your  bills  for? 

Mr.  Patrick.  I  put  in  different  bills.  I  would  say  so  much  for 
one  Indian  and  so  much  for  another  Indian. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  put  in  a  bill  for  the  exact  amount  sawed  ? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.'  Embry.  Did  you  ever  put  in  any  bills  for  anything  that  you 
had  not  sawed  ? 

Mr,  Patrick.  No,  sir;  I  never  did.  One  time  I  sawed  a  lot  for 
Snakeman,  and  I  brought  the  bill  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Bentley  to  get 
the  monev.  I  think  it  was  for  l,200.feet,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  and 
Mr.  Bentley  said,  ''You  will  have  to  double  that  amount  for  me  to 
be  able  to  pay  you.  I  had  to  get  my  own  lumber  and  haul  it.''  He 
doubled  the  amount  and  naid  me  for  1 ,200  feet  and  wrote  out  a  state- 
rnent.  He  made  out  a  bill  payable  for  double  the  amount  and  I 
signed  it.  He  asked  me  to  sign  it  and  I  signed  it.  He  paid  me  for 
1,200  feet. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  exact  amount  of  lumber  delivered  w^as  1,200  feet, 
was  it? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley  made  out  the  bill  for  2,400  feet? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir;  ne  doubled  the  amount. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  signed  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  he  paid  you  for  the  1,200  feet? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir;  I  cut  my  own  logs.  My  understanding 
was  that  the  Indians  were  to  get  the  logs  and  put  them  in.  They 
did  not  do  it  and  I  did  it  myself. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  doubled  the  amount? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Bentley  doubled  the  amount. 
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Mr.  Embry.  And  paid  you  on  the  basis  of  twice  the  amount  of 
lumber? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir;  he  paid  me  for  so  much  and  cutting  the 
logs — he  doubled  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  here  after  Mr.  Bentley  went  out  as  Indian 
agent  ? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  ever  make  any  proposition  to  lease  you  any 
Indian  land? 

Mr.  Patrick.  He  did,  before  he  went  out.  There  was  a  lake  on 
the  land  and  I  told  him  I  wanted  to  lease  there,  and  he  said  he  would 
get  a  lease  for  me,  but  he  never  did  get  it  until  he  went  out.  I  was  still 
there  on  the  place.  I  broke  12  or  14  acres  and  fenced  it  all  in  for  him 
and  he  promised  to  get  me  a  lease.  I  saw  him  after  Mr.  Thackery 
came  in  and  asked  him  about  the  lease,  and  he  said  he  had  never  got 
it.  I  said,  **I  will  have  to  go' if  I  do  not  get  it;  the  other  agent 
would  not  give  me  any  lease,  and  he  said  to  stay  there.  He  made  a 
remark,  I  believe,  that  if  the  Indian  got  out  of  there  he  would  get  me 
some  cheap  land.  lie  said  all  the  Indians  would  leave  here,  or  if  he 
could  get  them  to  leave  here  he  would  get  me  some  cheap  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Vhat  did  he  say  further,  if  anything,  about  getting 
the  Indians  away  from  here  ? 

Mr.  Patrick.  He  talked  like  he  was  trying  to  get  them  to  go  away. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  go  where? 

Mr.  Patrick.  To  Mexico,  I  guess.  Tliat  was  where  they  were 
going. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  was  that  after  Mr.  Thacker}^  was  appointed 
agent? 

Mr.  Patrick.  A  month  or  two.     I  dug  a  well  on  the  place. 

Mr.  Embry.  What,  if  anything,  did  he  tell  you  to  do  if  Thdckery 
interfered  with  your  staying  on  the  land? 

Mr.  Patrick/  He  did  not  say  anything.  Thackery  could  not  put 
me  off.     Unless  the  Indian  kicked,  Thacker>'  could  not  put  me  oft. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  explain  to  you  how  he  would  get  cheap  land? 

Mr.  Patrick.  No,  sir;  he  never  did. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Was  the  Indian  referred  to  Little  Captain,  one  of 
the  kicking  Indians  who  would  not  lease  his  land  ? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir;  he  belonp;e(l  to  the  Big  Jim  band. 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  I  told  j^ou  if  he  would  stay  there  or  would  come 
there  and  claim  his  land,  when  he  did  it  would  be  necessary^  to  make 
a  lease,  but  I  could  not  make  a  lease  without  the  consent  of  the 
Indian. 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir;  but  you  promised  me  to  see  the  Indian  and 
try  to  get  a  lea^e  from  him. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  not  know  that  I  tried  to  get  him  to  sign  the 
lease  ? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  then  wlien  the  Indian  would  not  sign,  I  said 
''you  had  better  go  on  and  improve  the  land.''     It  was  timber  land? 
'Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  raw  land. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Your  presence  on  the  land  was  beneficial,  was  it 
not? 

Mr.  Patrick.  I  was  beneficial  to  it.     I  did  a  lot  of  hard  work  there. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Indian  was  not  injured  by  your  presence  there? 
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Mr.  Patrick.  No,  sir;  he  was  not  injured.  He  was  benefited,  if 
anything. 

Senator  Curtis.  With  regard  to  that  lumber  business,  you  say  this 
additional  amount  was  paid  you  because  you  furnished  the  logs? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir.  I  just  got  paid  for  the  1,200  feet  and  he  put 
in  a  bill  for  2,400  feet,  and  it  was  approved. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  to  furnish  the  logs  yourself  in  this  case? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  the  other  case  where  they  furnished  the  logs 
you  just  made  the  receipts  for  the  exact  amount? 

Mr.  Patrick.  They  did  not  furnish  any.  I  had  to  cut  them  all. 
If  they  had  furnished  all  I  would  just  have  got  so  much  for  cutting 
them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  where  the  lumber  went? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Snakeman  hauled  it  off,  part  of  it,  and  Mr.  Bentley 
or  his  hands  hauled  off  part. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  Snakeman  having  a  building  built? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  a  bam? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Snakeman  was  a  member  of  the  tribe,  was  he? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir.     All  the  lumber  I  sawed  the  Indians  used. 

The  Chairman.  He  was  the  man  we  had  on  the  stand  the  other  day, 
was  he? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  he  paid  you  for  1,200  feet? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  mean  he  paid  you  an  amount  he  usually  got  for 
1,200  feet? 

Mr.  Patrick.  He  paid  me  a  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  hundred. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  you  did  not  cut  the  logs  yourself,  he  would  pay 
you  how  much? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Sixty  cents. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  he  paid  you  $1.25  on  the  basis  of  1,200  feet? 

Mr.  Patrick.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

MANUEL  MILLS,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  name? 

Mr.  Mills.  Manuel  Mills. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Mills.  Near  Harrah,  in  Lincoln  County. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Lincoln  County,  Okla.  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Seven  or  eight  years,  as  near  as  I  can  guess. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  that  part  of  the  luckapoo  tribe  of 
Indians  known  as  the  Kicking  Kickapoo  or  Mexican  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  all  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  lived  among  those  Indians,  in  or  upon 
anv  of  their  reservations? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  For  how  many  years? 

Mr.  Mills.  About  twenty  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  lease  any  of  their  lands? 
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Mr.  Mills.  Not  directly  from  them.  I  bought  a  lease  once  that 
a  white  fellow  had. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  lease  any  through  the  agent? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cuhtis.  How  long  have  you  known  him? 

Mr.  Mills.  About  the  same  time. 

Senator  Cuhtis.  Did  you  ever  have  any  transactions  with  him 
in  regard  to  that  Kickapoo  land  down  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  a  contract  supposed  to  be  drawn 
up  at  one  time  where  I  am  living  for  Oque-na-ko-the.  He  was  an 
Indian  chief. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  it,  a  lease? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  a  lease.  I  was  to  have  a  certain  share  of  the 
crop  and  give  him  a  certain  share  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  years  did  you  have  that  lease  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  1  think  that  lease  was  just  for  one  year. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  these  Kickapoos 
going  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  them  about  it? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  had  they  been  talking  about  going  to 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know  how  many  years,  but  about  the  time 
Mr.  Bentley  went  out  of  office,  or  probably  a  little  before  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Some  of  them  had  been  down  there  before  that, 
had  they  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  had  been  visiting  down  tlioro. 

Senator  Curtis.  Some  of  them  used  to  live  there  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  ago  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  said  they  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Some  were  there  thirty  years  ago,  were  they  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  ever  down  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  years  ago? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  was  down  there  last  year. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  before? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.   What  time  last  year  were  you  there  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  went  down  in  February,  I  think,  and  stayed  until  along 
in  September,  as  near  as  I  can  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  down  there  while  Grimes  and  Chapman 
and  Al.  Brown  and  Cal.  Moore  were  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  were  you  stopping? 

Mr.  Mills.  At  the  Kickapoo  village. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  often  did  those  gentlemen  go  out  to  the  camp 
while  you  were  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  were  there  often. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  were  there  often,  were  they  not? 
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Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  come  in  the  day  or  night  time? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  came  in  the  day. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  the' night  also,  did  they  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  rememoer  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  came  in  the  night  or  day  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  saw  them  out  there  frequently,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  saw  Mack  Johnson,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wliat  was  Mack's  condition  most  of  the  time  when 
you  saw  him  there — was  he  drunk  or  sober? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  drunk  some  and  sober  some. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  whisky  and  mescal 
around  the  camp  there,  was  there  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  there,  too,  when  these  men  were  out  there, 
was  it  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  drink  any  with  these  men? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  drink,  do  you? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  not  on  very  good  terms  with  them  at 
that  time — the  Grimes-Chapman-Conine  crowd — were  you  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  we  were  not  special  friends. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  not  associating  together? 

Mr.  Mills.  Not  very  much. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  interpret  for  them? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  think  I  did  down  there.  I  might  have  a 
little,  but  not  much,  I  do  not  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  pay  you  any  money? 

Mr.  MiLi.8.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  fall  out  with  them  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know  that  the  trouble  I  had  with  them 
amounted  to  anything.     My  trouble  was  with  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  trouble  with  Bentley,  did  you? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  have  any  trouble  with  those  fel- 
lows much  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  seemed  to  be  the  leader  of  tliis  Grimes- 
Chapman-Conine  crowd? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know.     They  worked  two  horses  in  the  lead. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  had  Mexican  policemen  there,  did  they,  to 
help  them  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  it  seemed  Uke  they  had  two  leaders  down 
there.  What  is  that  attorney  they  had  down  there  from  the  United 
States? 

Senator  Curtis.  Out  celt? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  he  looked  like  to  me  he  w^ent  in  there  to 
work  with  those  fellows. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  does  that  mean? 

Mr.  Mills.  It  looked  like  he  was  working  with  them.  The  Indian 
asked  me  how  did  I  find  out  this.     The  Indian  heard  that  Thackery  ' 
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was  down  there  and  they  told  me  to  see  him.  I  just  wanted  to  see 
Thackery  to  tell  him  the  Indian  and  I  could  not  get  to  see  him,  and 
the  Indian  insisted  that  I  should  go  and  see  Outcelt,  and  I  went  to 
see  if  he  would  protect  them,  and  when  I  went  there  Mr.  Outcelt 
cursed  me  and  did  terrible,  I  thought. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  sober,  was  he  not,  when  he  talked  to  you? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  or  not.  I  guess  he  was. 
He  did  not  look  like  a  drunken  man. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiat  did  he  say  to  you? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  called  me  a  d s of  a  b and  allowed  I  was 

taking  him  for  Bentley.  I  said,  ''  No,  sir;  I  am  not."  He  said,  "The 
Indians  here  are  in  distress,  and  they  want  to  find  out  who  is  their 
friend  and  they  want  to  be  aided  by  the  United  States,  and  that  is 
what  I  am  here  for.  I  am  not  here  to  pick  around  and  help  any  of 
those  fellows  who  are  defrauding  the  Indians." 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  that  conversation  occur,  up  in  Muz- 
quiz? 

Mr.  Mills.  No  sir;  at  the  village  at  Peskonet's  house. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  the  first  time  Outcelt  came,  or  the  sec- 
ond time? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  first  or  second  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  out  there  several  times,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  times  did  you  see  him  out  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  saw  him  out  there  that  once,  and  might  have  seen 
him  twice. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  give  you  any  satisfaction  when  you  told 
him  you  wanted  him  to  help  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  he  just  commenced  cursing  around  and  said  I 
was  taking  him  for  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say  about  Grimes  and  Chapman? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  said  Grimes  was  a  good  man.  ''Let  the  Indians 
sell  their  land  to  Grimes." 

Senator  Curtis.  What  else  did  he  say? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  on  the  platform  and  the  Indians  were  there, 
and  I  did  not  know  but  what  we  would  have  to  run.  There  was 
nothing  else  said,  I  do  not  think,  but  there  may  have  been  something 
else. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  Doctor  Conine  came  out  did  he  usually  have 
a  gun  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  had  his  gun  on. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  they  had  the  Mexican  poUce  out  there  .did 
they  have  guns  and  knives? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  had  guns  and  knives. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  vou  remember  when  thej  started  to  take  the 
Indians,  the  first  crowd  that  came  over  at  Sabmas,  to  take  them  to 
Eagle  Pass?    Do  you  remember  how  they  took  them  out  of  the  camp? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  had  buggies  there.  I  was  scared  myself.  I 
could  not  tell  you  exactly. 

Senator  Curtis.  Tell  us  what  you  remember  of  it. 

Mr.  Mills.  There  was  a  poUceman  there  who  looked  like  a  little 
Mexican  armed. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Conine  was  there,  was  he? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  and  Conine  was  kind  of  foreman. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Was  Joe  Clark  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  Well,  I  was  kind  of  scared.     I  do  not  know  whether  he 
was  or  not.     He  might  have  been  there. 
»    Senator  Curtis,  lyas  Grimes  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Grimes  was  there;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  have  any  gun  or  knife? 

Mr:  Mills.  I  did  not  know  whetner  he  did  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  usually  carries  a  knife,  does  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  usually  does.     He  might  have  had  his  knife. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  policemen  did  they  have  to  herd  these 
Indians  and  take  them  to  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know  now  many  there  were. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  thought  there  were  enough? 

Mr.  Mills.  There  were  a  plenty. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  the  Indians  been  drinking  that  day? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  had  been  drinking  the  day  before  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  loaded  them  up  with  whisky  the  day  before, 
did  they  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  did  or  not.  They  were 
loaded  up  by  the  Oklahoma  outfit  that  was  down  there  with  whisky, 
because  before  that  there  was  nothing  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Before  these  gentlemen,  Grimes,  Conine,  Chap- 
man, Brown,  and  Moore,  came  down  there,  these  Indians  were  not 
drunk,  were  they? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  were  drunk  right  smart. 

Senator  Curtis.  Before  that? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  thought  you  said  a  while  ago  they  did  not  drink 
until  that  Oklahoma  crowd  came  down? 

Mr.  Mills.  Well,  there  were  Oklahoma  men  in  there  before. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  the  others? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Bentley  and  Mr.  Field  were  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  them  give  them  any  whisky? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Doc.  Beatty  there  that  day? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  there  a  little  while,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  a  former  saloon  keeper  here,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  think  he  was.  There  was  a  crowd  that  came  that 
night  and  I  think  they  were  arrested  and  fired  out  of  the  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  the  first  night  they  came  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  the  night  Mr.  Thackery  was  there,  was 
it  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  heard  Mr.  Thackery  was  there  that  evening  and  I 
wanted  to  go  to  see  him,  on  what  I  know  the  Indians  wanted. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  they  were  arrested  and  ordered  out  of  the 
cainp,  and  you  did  not  get  a  chance? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  did  not  get  a  chance.     I  wanted  to  see  Thackery. 

Senator  Curtis.  Chapman  and  Grimes  and  Conine  did  not  come 
aroimd  for  a  few  days,  did  they?  It  was  two  or  three  or  four  days 
before  they  came  around,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  might  have  been  back  the  next  day  and  might 
not.     Anyhow,  they  were  back  sometime  after  that. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  when  they  took  the  Indians  up 
to  Guajardo's  house  the  first  time,  about  the  20th  or  2l8t  of  July! 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  sure  about  that,  or  were  you  in  Muzquiz 
that  time? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  was  in  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  them  come  by?  ^ 

Mr.  Mills.  I  was  kind  of  under  arrest. 

Senator  Curtis.-  Who  had  you  under  arrest? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Outcelt. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  have  you  under  arrest  for? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  could  not  tell;  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  committed  any  crime? 

Mr.  Mills.  None  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  violated  any  Mexican  law? 

Mr.  Mills.  Not  that  1  know  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  been  drunk? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  get  out,  and  how  much  did  they  fine 
you? 

Mr.  Mills.  Nothing. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  days  did  they  keep  you  in  jail? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  did  not  keep  me;  they  kept  me  on  that  irrigating 
ditch  they  were  making  through  there. 

Senator  Curtis,  You  .did  not  want  to  make  any  ditch  for  them, 
did  you  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  was  not  there  for  that  purpose. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  if  you  saw  the  Indians  go  by  in  going  up  to 
Guaj ardors  house  that  day. 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  there  any  policemen  with  them? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  saw  two,  or  maybe  three. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Dr.  Conine  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  not  with  them.     He  was  with  some  others. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  him? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  did  not  see  him.  He  went  another  road  into  town 
there. 

Senator  Curtis.  With  another  crowd? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  see  whether  he  had  forgotten  to  take 
his  gun  that  day,  did  you? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  mighty  apt  to  have  his  gun.  He  generally  had 
it.     I  always  saw  his  gun  on  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  white  men  were  with  this  crowd  that  were 
in  charge  of  the  Mexican  poUce?     Was  Grimes,  or  Brown,  or  Moore? 

Mr.  Mills.  None  but  the  poUce,  I  tliink. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  of  them  were  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  Two  or  three. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  not  the  crowd  that  was  taken  from  jail  up 
to  Guajardo's  house? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Before  the  Indians  were  in  jail? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  did  not  see  them.     I  saw  those  come  from  the  camp. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  the  last  time  they  were  taken 
some  time  in  December — when  they  were  taken  over  later  in  the  fall 
to  Guaj ardors  house  the  second  time? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  guess  I  was  not  there.     I  had  come  up  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  Tell  us  about  your  trouble  with  Bentley.  We 
want  to  know  all  of  your  troubles  down  there. 

Mr.  Mills.  That  is  right.  Now  vou  are  getting  to  it — to  all  our 
troubles.  I  am  here  to  tell  vou.  When  I  left  here  last  year  and  went 
doHTi  there  my  eyes  were  Dad.  I  started  from  Atlanta,  Ga.^to  see 
a  doctor  down  there.  Doctor  Harris  was  telling  me  about.  He  said 
he  thought  he  could  get  me  in  free.  I  had  a  law  suit  with  the 
United  States.     Thackery  was  just  knocking  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Right  and  left  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  You  bet  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now  just  get  down  to  business.  We  want  you 
to  get  down  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  Mills.  I  was  down  there,  and  after  a  while  here  came  the 
Indians.  They  were  in  a  ditch  down  there — an  irrigating  ditch — 
and  I  helped  them  there  to  farm,  and  after  a  while  up  came  Mr. 
Bentley.  Mr.  Bentley  came  over  and  began  to — I  do  not  know 
whether  he  came  first  or  Mr.  Field — but  he  began  to  talk  about  the 
Indians,  about  signing  up.  Well,  I  had  always  been  friendly  with 
Mr.  Bentley,  and  at  last  one  day  he  said  to  me  something  about  it, 
he  said  to  me  sometWng  about  if  I  had  any  money.  I  told  him  yes, 
I  had  a  little.  I  said  '*I  want  to  go  on  over  here  down  to  get  my 
eyes  doctored.*'  I  told  him  I  would  have  to  swing  on  to  my  money. 
I  did  not  let  him  have  it,  and  I  worked  on  then.  I  was  arrested  tiy 
one  of  his  pets;  and  Noten,  one  of  the  Indians  there,  did  not  like  it 
and  he  turned  me  loose.  But  after  that  at  Pakotah's  house  he  said 
to  me — I  had  come  from  the  camp  up  there,  or  probably  he  came 
down  after  me — he  said  he  wanted  some  money  and  I  was  afraid  to 
tell  him  '*you  shall  not  have  it.'*  I  told  him  to  let  me  alone.  He 
said  **let  me  see  it."  If  I  had  been  here  in  the  United  States  I 
would  not  have  pidled  it  out.  But  I  handed  it  to  him  and  he  said, 
*' Yes,  that  will  cfo,  come  on,"  and  I  went  on  to  the  wagon. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  get  that  money  back? 

Mr.  Mills.  Wait  a  minute. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  get  it  back? 

Mr.  Mills.  And  he  told  me  to  go  ahead  and  tell  it.  Yes,  sir,  I 
got  it  back. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  tell  the  fact. 

Mr.  Mills.  I  am  telHng  it.  Mr.  Field  witnessed  it,  and  then  I 
was  down  in  Muzquiz,  and  then  he  got  arrested  pretty  soon  after 
that.  Then  I  got  to  see  Guajardo,  the  judge  down  there,  and  I  told 
him,  and  he  said,  '^Mr.  Bentley  brought  some  Indians  here  and 
made  complaint  against  you  himself,"  and  I  told  him  then  about 
my  money,  and  there  was  another  gentleman  there — Noble  was  his 
name — and  I  got  liim  to  come  up  here  and  see  his  woman,  and  she 
gave  me,  I  believe,  $25  Mexican  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  Mrs.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  she  gave  me  $25  Mexican  money  and  $425 
in  gold.  I  went  up  there  to  tell  him  that  would  not  do,  and  found 
out  he  was  in  Eagle  Pass,  and  I  went  up  there  and  he  gave  me  some 
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checks  on  a  bank  for  the  money,  on  Mr.  Bonnet's  bank.  I  drew 
$200  of  it,  but  do  not  know  whether  that  was  all  he  gave  me,  just 
that  one  check.  He  might  have  given  me  another  check;  I  think  he 
did,  but  he  made  it  to  be  paid  in  August,  and  I  sent  the  check  to  the 
other  bank — up  to  Mr.  Bonnet's  bank — to  get  the  money,  and  Mr. 
Noble  went  to  Mr.  Bonnet  and  he  refused  to  pay  him  the  money  and 
I  got  Mr.  Noble  to  send  it  down  to  Muzquiz;  arid  Mr.  Noble  wrote  up 
there,  as  I  understand,  and  said,  '*you  are  a  poor  fellow;  you  do  as  I 
say.  You  go  up  there  and  demand  your  money  of  Mr.  Bentlev  and 
I  will  help  vou  out.  They  have  no  business  to  beat  you  out  of  your 
money.''  So  I  took  the  check  and  went  up  to  Eagle  Pass  to  see 
Bentley,  and  when  I  got  there  there  were  some  Indians  there.  I  got 
an  IncQan  to  go  and  insist  upon  it  first.  I  said  **you  make  out  like 
you  are  going  to  let  me  have  your  land  and  get  the  money,"  and  the 
Indian  went.  He  is  dead  now.  I  wish  he  was  here.  He  said 
''Bentley  said  he  is  not  going  to  give  you  that  money;  you  have  not 
paid  him  for  getting  that  land  that  you  are  on."  f  said  **  great 
goodness,"  and  the  next  day  I  did  not  tnow  what  to  do.  I  got  after 
him  again  and  told  another  Indian,  Pah-pah-me-na-ko-the,  to  see 
him  and  make  out  Uke  he  was  going  to  let  him  have  liis  land,  but  I 
said,  '* don't  you  let  him  have  it;  don't  you  sign;  you  tell  him  you 
will  sign  if  he  will  pay  me  my  money;"  and  I  went  with  him  up  to 
Mr.  Bonnet's  place  there.  Mr.  Bentley  still  worried  along  and  did 
not  pay  it,  and  I  went  around  to  that  woman  where  he  staved — I  do 
not  Know  what  her  name  is — and  told  her  about  it,  and  she  said 
*'here.  you  help  get  the  Indians  to  sign  for  Mr.  Bentley,  because  we 
have  let  him  have  money;  you  get  the  Indians  to  sign  for  Bentley 
and  I  will  see  that  it  is  paid  myself,  or  I  will  pay  it."  I  said  '*I  did 
not  come  down  here  to  steal  or  scare  Indian  squaws  out  of  their 
land,  and  if  I  can  not  get  that  without  doing  it,  I  will  do  without  it." 
She  said  ^'you  do  that  way  and  you  will  get  your  money.  You 
listen  to  me."  The  next  money  I  got  in  the  bank  with  him.  I 
went  around  there  with  him  to* Mr.  Bonnet's  bank  again,  and  her 
son,  I  guess  it  was,  and  through  her  son  the  next  morning,  I  believe, 
or  some  time,  maybe  two  or  three  days  after,  I  got  him  to  cash  that 
check.  But  before  Mr.  Bentley  cashed  it  he  said  to  me  ^*here,  you 
have  not  paid  me  for  that  land."  I  said  **I  have  not  bought  any 
land  from  you."  He  said  *'I  got  you  that  land."  I  said  **Mr. 
Bentley,  I  wont  pay  you  nothing;  tfiat  is  my  money  to  doctor  my 
eyes  with,  and  I  worked  hard  for  it." 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  ever  agreed  to  pay  Mr.  Bentley  anything 
for  getting  that  land  ?     "^ 

Mr.  Mills.  I  never  did  make  any  contract  with  him  to  pay  liim. 
He  refused  to  pay  me,  although  I  dfemanded  it  before  that.  Then  I 
went  to  Mr.  Bonnet,  the  cashier,  his  partner  down  there,  and  wanted 
to  know  of  him  why  he  refused  to  pay  the  money — why  Mr.  Bentley 
had  refused  to  pay  it — why  did  the  banker  renise  to  pay  it.  The 
banker  could  see  how  my  eyes  were  and  know  I  was  in  a  bad  fix,  and 
he  said  Mr.  Bentley  instructed  him  not  to  pay.  Those  were  his 
instructions,  telling  him  not  to  pay  it.  You  can  write  to  Mr.  Bonnet, 
who  will  tell  you  the  same  thing.  ^  I  was  a  day  or  two  getting  my 
money.  I  got  it  finally  by  working  hard  to  get  it.  I  did  not  tell 
the  woman  I  would  help  to  get  the  Indian  sign,  but  I  insinuated  in 
order  to  get  my  money  I  would  help  to  get  the  Indians  to  sign  up 
for  Mr.  Bentley,  to  thtU;  white  woman. 
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Senator  Curtis.  What  did  jrou  do  when  you  got  your  money? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  halloed  hallelujah  in  my  heart.  I  was  glad.  I  never 
had  such  a  time  getting  money  all  my  life.  My  eyes  were  in  a  bad 
fix  and  I  had  worked  hard  and  wanted  to  get  my  money  to  doctor  my 
eyes  with. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  back  to  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  more  trouble? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  had  no  more  trouble. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  arrested  after  that  by  Outcelt's  order? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  before  that  that  you  were  arrested  by 
Outcelt's  order,  was  it? 

Mr.  Mnj.s.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  Muzquiz  after  you  got 
your  money? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  remember;  I  do  not  think  very  long. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  too  warm  for  you  down  in  that  climate,  was 
it  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  It  was  too  hot  to  treat  me  in  that  way  about  my  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  in  Eagle  Pass  when  these  Indians  were  m 
that  stable  yard  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  had  two  policemen;  Mr.  Bentley  had  one  police- 
man and  Grimes  Had  one. 

Senator  Curtis.  Bentlev  had  a  place  in  Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  at  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiereabouts? 

Mr.  Mills.  Out  at  that  white  lady's  house. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  Grimes  have  his  place? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  had  his  place  just  over  west  in  a  wagon  yard. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  Indians  did  you  see  in  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  Six  or  7,  I  guess. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  in  there  and  talk  with  them? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  Mack  Johnson  was  there. 

Senator  Curtls.  Wliom  did  you  go  in  with? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  went  in  by  myself. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  did  not  object  to  your  going  in,  did  they? 

Mr.  Mills.  The  Indians  did  not.  Conine  made  some  objection 
there. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  after  they  signed  up,  was  it  not — signed 
their  names  to  the  deeds? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  had  signed  yet. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  advise  those  Indians  to  do — to  sign 
or  not  to  sign? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  said  to  those  Indians,  ''Don't  you  sign  your  lands  to 
Bentley  or  Grimes  either,  for  they  are  steaUng  it.''  I  told  them, ''  They 
are  stealing  your  land ;  they  want  your  land.  I  said,  "  You  work  with 
the  Government  at  Oklahoma  if  you  want  to  sell  your  land." 

Senator  Curtis.  Those  who  were  at  Muzquiz  told  you  they  had  not 
signed,  did  they? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  all  said  so,  they  had  not  signed.  I  said,  "You 
do  not  want  to  sign  your  land  away.'' 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  that  crowd  that  went  up  to  Guajardo's  house 
tell  you  afterwards  they  had  not  signed,  and  they  did  not  want  to 
sign? 
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Mr.  Mills.  Yes  sir;  they  said  they  had  not  signed  and  did  not 
want  to  sign. 

Senator  Cltitis.  Who  seemed  to  be  running  the  Grimes  crowd  down 
there  besides  Conine? 

Mr.  Mills.  Chapman  was  the  chief  carter,  and  Cal.  Moore  was  a 
dealer. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  saw  Mr.  Johnson  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Russell  Johnson? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  a  dealer  too,  was  he? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  a  kind  of  moneyed  fellow,  and  I  saw  this  Brown 
down  there.     I  guess  he  was  a  kind  of  moneyed  man. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  a  king  bee,  was  he? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes  sir;  he  was  a  kind  of  king  bee,  or  considered  himself 
a  king  bee.  He  thought  he  just  had  to  Took  at  an  Indian  and  the 
Indian  would  do  just  what  he  wanted  him  to  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  saw  this  man  Sweeney  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  he  doing? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  twisting  around.  His  intentions  were  to  get 
the  Indians  to  Eagle  Pass  to  sign  land  to  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  men  were  helping  Bentley  ?  You  have 
given  the  others.  Now,  how  many  did  Bentley  have  there?  There 
was  Bentley  himself.     Now,  who  were  the  others? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Field  and  Mr.  Sweeney  and  Mr.  Gostin. 

Senator  Curtis.  Gostin  was  a  farmer? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  helping  Bentley.  You  asked  me  who  was  help- 
ing, and  I  am  going  to  tell  it  all-  If  you  want  to  have  a  clear,  fair 
thing.  I  am  ready  to  talk.  I  am  not  a  smart  man,  but  I  always  want 
to  teil  the  truth.     And  there  was  a  little  fellow  there  from  Washington. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Emey? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  his  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  were  all  the  white  men  who  had  the  Indians 
there? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  after  Mr.  Bentley  was  arrested  and  got  out 
and  went  out  of  Mexico  these  other  fellows  had  tilings  their  own 
way,  did  they  not? 

]VIr.  Mills.  Pretty  much  their  own  way;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  was  no  other  opposition? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  often  did  you  meet  Mr.  Outcelt  down  in 
Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  kept  me  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  this  other  white  man  visit  him  often;  did 
Mr.  Bentley  visit  him  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Field  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  saw. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Grimes? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Doctor  Conine? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  Al.  Brown  and  Chapman? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Cal.  Moore? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Joe  Clark? 

^fr.  Mills.  Mr.  Clark  was  with  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  Tack  Grimes  doing  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  saw  him  there.  He  did  not  seem  to  be  dealing  with 
them  very  much,  around  with  the  Indians.  He  claimed  he  was  just 
down  there  after  a  home. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  wanted  to  hve  in  Mexico,  did  he? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  wanted  the  Indians  to  hold  up  here  160  acres,  I 
believe,  that  he  had  been  renting. 

The  Chairman.  He  wanted  to  get  a  home  here? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  he  wanted  to  get  a  home  here.  When  those 
fellows  came  down  there,  the  condition  those  Indians  were  in  down 
there  in  the  beginning,  the  way  Mr.  Field  had  them,  those  Indians 
were  scared  when  they  came. 

The  Chairman.  You  forgot  to  tell  us  what  Mr.  Bentley  wanted 
them  to  sign  up.  Was  it  a  deed,  or  an  agreement  to  stay  m  Mexico 
or  come  down  to  Oklahoma?    What  was  it? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know  what  it  was. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  see  the  paper? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  saw  them  signing  there. 

The  Chairman.  Was  it  a  big, long  thing  like  a  roll,  or  was  it  some- 
thing like  a  deed? 

Mr.  Mills.  The  papers  I  saw  were  more  like  deeds. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  hear  them  say  anvthing  about  a  new  roll? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Bentley  told  me  himself  he  was  going  to 
have  the  United  States  consul  or  some  man  there,  I  believe — I  think 
it  was  the  United  States  consul.  Mr.  Bonnet — have  all  those  Indians 
acknowledge  deeds  there,  and  tnen  hfe  would  have  a  cinch. 

The  Chairman.  At  the  camp? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  and  one  day  there  I  heard  Mr.  Field  say — that 
is  why  I  was  so  anxious  to  see  Mr.  Field — that  they  had  seven  deeds, 
and  Mr.  Field  told  me  he  was  afraid  Outcelt  would  get  ahold  of  one  of 
those  seven  persons.  I  said:  ^' What  is  that  for?''  He  said:  "Every- 
thing was  done  they  could  do,  but  nothing  had  been  passed  at 
Washington." 

The  Chairman.  Who  said  that? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Field;  and  I  was  very  anxious  then.  I  thought 
there  was  something  wrong,  and  I  was  Very  anxious  to  get  hold  of 
Mr.  Thackery  and  teil  him  all  about  it,  so  he  could  help  those  Indians. 
I  talked  to  that  old  woman,  Tah-pah-thea.  She  cried,  and  said  Mr. 
Bentley  had  never  mentioned  the  deed  to  her  about  selling  her  land. 
She  cned  Uke  a  baby,  and  those  Indians,  or  some  of  them,  are  good 
ones.  Some  are  kind  of  tough,  and  there  is  a  certain  class  of  those 
Indians  that  are  held  down  under  control  by  the  others.  They  will 
come  to  you  scared,  and  they  will  not  tell  the  facts.  If  they  had  you 
off  somewhere  by  themselves  they  would  tell  you. 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  in  a  comer  somewhere? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  because  they  are  afraid  of  the  others. 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  most  of  these  Indians  are  very 
ignorant  and  poor  people  ? 
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Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Just  about  as  ignorant  as  Indians  can  possibly  be, 
are  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Lots  of  them  are;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  They  do  not  understand,  do  they? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  they  do  not  understand  anything,  hardly; 
only  after  they  get  hold  of  anything  which  is  made  known  to  them 
they  understand  how  to  try  to  hold  it  and  keep  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  know  that  old,  crazy  Indian  there,  Paw-kaw- 
kah? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Everybody  regarded  him  as  crazy  or  imbecile,  did 
they  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  He  can  not  speak  a  word,  can  he  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  can  say  a  little,  but  not  much. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  sure  he  can  make  a  sound? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  can  speak  a  little.  I  have  tried  to  talk  with  him, 
and  he  can  say  a  little  something,  but  not  much. 

The  Chairman.  Nothing  that  is  intelligible? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  He  is  regarded  by  all  the  Indians  and  all  the  peo- 
ple who  know  him  there  as  insane,  is  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  the  Indians  all  know  him. 

The  Chairman.  Anyone  who  saw  him  would  tell  you  he  was  not 
right,  would  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  a  sharp  man  who  was  well  educated  ought  to 
tell  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  that  Mr.  Field  talked  about  seven  deeds? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  before  or  after  Mr.  Field  came  down  there! 

Mr.  Mills.  That  was  after  Mr.  Thackery  had  come. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  learn  that  Tah-pah-thea  was  one  of  the  people 
who  had  made  one  of  those  seven  deeds? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  I  learned  through  Mr.  Field. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  Mr.  Field  say  to  you  about  Tah-pah-thea's 
deed? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  said  he  was  afraid  Mr.  Thackery  would  get  hold  of 
one  of  those  persons. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  was  Mr.  Field  afraid  that  Thackery  would  get 
hold  of  them  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  It  seems  they  had  not  got  them  affirmed.  They  had 
acted  bad  about  it,  or  something,  and  the  whole  bill  and  everything 
they  had  before  Congress  had  allbroken  down.  There  were  seven  of 
those  persons. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  Mr.  Field  had  not  got  his  deeds  affirmed? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  and  he  was  afraid  he  would  get  hold  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  if  Thackeiy  got  hold  of  any  of  them 

Mr.  Mills.  It  would  just  nun  nis  deed,  and  the  bill  that  he  had  in 
Congress  would  not  pass;  and  then  I  workfed  Uke  forty  to  get  hold  of 
Mr.  Thackery.  I  wanted  to  see  him^  and  that  was  why  I  wanted  to 
see  him — to  get  hold  of  that  evidence. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  Mr.  Field  was  trying  to  keep  these  seven  from 
seeing  Thackery? 
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Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  working  hard. 

Mr.  Embrt.  What  did  he  do  to  keep  them  from  seeing  Thackery? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  working  his  influence  there  with  the  Indians, 
telUng  them  not  to  have  anything  to  do  with  Thackery. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  was  Mr.  Bentley  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  there  in  the  camp. 

Mr.  Embrt.  How  did  he  work  his  influence  with  the  Indians  to  have 
these  seven  not  to  have  anything  to  do  with  Mr.  Thackery? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  told  the  interpreter  not  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
those  fellows. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  Tah-pah-thea  cried  about  this  deed  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  She  cried  about  her  land.  I  talked  to  her  and  then  ar- 
ranged for  her  to  go  and  make  an  affidavit;  and  after  Outcelt  had  time 
to  attend  to  it  he  would  not  do  it;  and  it  just  dragged  along  there  and 

fave  Grimes  and  them  a  chance  and  Mr.  Bentley^  other  pets  to  come 
ack  and  scare  her,  so  she  was  afraid  to  do  anything. 
HMr.  Embry.  What  did  Tah-pah-thea  say  about  the  deed  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  She  cried,  and  said  she  could  tell  every  cent  of  money 
Mr.  Bentley  had  given  her.  He  had  not  talked  to  her  about  her  landf, 
and  the  water  ran  out  of  her  eyes.  He  had  not  said  a  single  word  to 
her  about  her  land,  and  she  said  she  wanted  her  land  back  and  would 
be  clad  to  get  Mr.  Outcelt  to  help  her  out,  and  I  went  to"  Mr.  Outcelt 
and  told  him  to  help  her;  it  was  awful.  A  man  who  would  do  that 
way — it  is  awful.  If  you  are  all  down  here  by  the  aid  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  under  the  Supreme  Father,  I  would  go  after  this  thing  right. 
It  is  a  shame. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  Outcelt  say  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  said  he  would  promise  to  attend  to  it  right  away, 
but  he  did  not  do  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  this  old  woman  Tah-pah-thea  afraid  of  Mr. 
Bentley? 

Mr.  Mills.  She  was  afraid  of  the  other  Indians.  They  have  a  coun- 
cil down  there.  Mr.  Bentley  has  got  pets,  and  she  was  afraid  of  them 
and  the  other  Indians — those  men  folks.  She  was  afraid  they  would 
get  mad. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  were  the  council  of  pets? 

Mr.  Mills.  Pakotah-Kishkinequote,  Johnny  Mine,  and  Okemah. 

Mr.  Embry.  Whose  pets  were  they? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Bentley's  and  Wah-pah-che-qua^s. 

Mr.  Embry.  Would  that  council  intimidate  tnese  other  Indians? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  they  intimidate  this  old  woman? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  they  make  her  afraid  to  tell  about  those  deeds? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  that  continue  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  That  continued  all  the  time  there  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  did  you  last  see  this  old  woman  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  saw  her  when  I  was  down  there,  I  beUeve  in  Septem- 
ber. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  was  she  living? 

Mr.  Mills.  She  was  living  there  and  living  poorly,  and  insisted  on 
wanting  to  eome  home,  and  I  made  arrangements  with  a  man — I  was 
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going  to  pay  Wah-pah-ho-ko's  fare  here,  the  old  woman's  and  her 
son's  fare  up  here,  and  Pakotah's  two  bovs.  One  is  here  now.  I 
was  going  to  pay  their  way,  and  Tah-pah-thea's  way,  and  her  daugh- 
ter's way. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  she  say  as  to  how  much  money  Mr.  Bentley 
had  paid  her  for  her  land? 

Mr.  Mills.  She  mentioned  some  little  amount.  She  did  not 
know  what  it  was.  I  believe  she  said  what  it  was,  but  I  do  not 
remember  just  now  what  she  said  it  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  a  large  or  a  small  amount? 

Mr.  Mills.  It  was  small;  I  do  not  think  it  was  a  SlOO,  or  over  a 
hundred  dollars.  She  said  she  could  tell  every  dollar  in  every  shape, 
form,  and  fashion  about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  think  Mr.  Thackery  went  too  far  with  this 
Grimes  crowd  down  here,  do  you? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Tell  the  committee  just  what  he  did? 

Mr.  Mills.  1  saw  Mr.  Outc^lt  down  there  and  he  kept  me  there  in 
a  room,  and  he  would  go  off  with  this  man  Grimes  and  have  a  con- 
versation with  him  out  in  the  streets,  and  would  take  a  walk  with 
Grimes  and  Chapman.  On  one  morning  I  saw  Mr.  Chapman  go  down 
the  steps  with  a  big  lot  of  papers.  That  was  the  morning  Clark  lost 
him.  lie  had  the  Indians  out  sending  them  to  Mr.  Guajardo'a,  and 
that  morning  I  saw  him  early,  talking  secretly  to  Chapman,  in  Chap- 
man's room.     I  mean  Mr.  Outcelt.. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Outcelt  and  whom? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Outcelt  and  Mr.  Chapman,  and  oftentimes  Mr. 
Outcelt  and  Mr.  Grimes  had  secret  conversations,  I  took  it  to  be. 
They  would  go  off  to  themselves  and  be  quiet  about  it,  and  go  in  the 
room  and  shut  the  door,  and  sometimes  they  would  be  in  tne  room 
and  leave  the  door  open,  and  I  would  go  in  the  building  and  then  he 
would  shut  the  door  and  I  could  not  go  in  the  room. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  were  they  talking  about  when  you  went  into  the 
room? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  would  be  talking  about  something  about  the 
country,  or  the  Indians,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  they  talking  about  buying  lands? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  they  never  said  anything  about  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  hear  them  talking  about  buying  lands  at  any 
time? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  them  talk  about  that.  There 
was  a  saloon  down  under  there,  and  an  old  Naciemento  woman  would 
be  there  and  they  would  come  up  there  and  be  in  Outcelt's  room,  and 
Grimes  would  come  up  there  with  little  Cal.  Moore.  They  had  them 
all  drunk  when  they  were  up  in  their  room,  and  th^re  was  one  woman 
down  there  so  drunk  she  could  not  walk. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  Rachel  Bark? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  she  was  there  lots  of  times.  Cal.  Moore  took 
her.  She  could  not  walk,  and  Cal.  Moore  put  her  up  in  the  buggy. 
She  was  drunk. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  Cal.  Moore  take  her  when  he  put  her  in  the 
buggy  ? 

Sfr.  Mills:  Some  of  the  Indians  were  there  who  were  nor.  dnmk.  A 
Mexican  took  them  out  to  the  village. 
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The  Chairman.  Out  to  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Mills.  The  Indian  village. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  their  home,  I  suppose? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  up  in  Outcelt's  room  at  any  time  when 
these  Indian  women  were  up  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  was  there  sometimes  when  they  came  in  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  would  they  talk  about  when  they  came  in^? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  did  not  stay  long.  He  did  not  talk  any  with  the 
women  while  I  was  in  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  him  talking  to  any  women  up  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Would  they  come  into  Outcelt's  room  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  they  talk  any  about  lease  payments  or  anything  of 
that  kind? 

Mr.  Mills.  Some  of  the  women  came  up  there  to  talk  about  lease 
payments  and  wanted  to  know  where  the  lease  money  was  that  Mr. 
Thackery  had  brought  down  there  for  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  understood  Mr.  Thackery  had  brought  money 
and  left  their  lease  money  with  Outcelt  at  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes.  sir;  and  they  wanted  to  get  their  lease  money  and 
did  not  want  to  sell  their  lands  or  assign  them  to  anybody.  That  was 
their  intention.  They  wanted  to  get  the  lease  money  and  sell  to 
nobody.     They  wanted  the  United  States  to  still  aid  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  you  see  Outcelt  doing  with  any  of  those 
women? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  did  not  see  him  do  anything  to  any  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  any  of  those  women  in  Outcelt's  room  when 
there  were  any  other  men  in  tnere? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  him  alone.  When  I  was  in  there, 
or  Mr.  Clark,  some  of  those  women  would  come  in.  There  is  a  room 
upstairs  and  there  is  another  room,  and  he  would  go  out  to  watch  him. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  would  go  right  in  the  room  or  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  whetner  he  would  go  in  their  room  or 
not? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  sometimes  his  feet  sounded  that  way  on  the 
floor,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  he  went  in  there  or  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  would  you  be? 

Mr.  Mills.  In  his  room,  if  the  tracks  could  be  found  on  the  floor 
they  would  be  found  going  that  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  often  were  you  in  Outcelt's  room? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  kept  me  there  under  arrest  for  something.  *  I  may 
not  have  been  under  arrest,  but  I  considered  I  was  under  arrest. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  think  you  were  imder  arrest  for? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  claimed  that  1  was  keeping  the  Indians  from 
siming  up. 

Mr.  Embry.  Signing  what  up? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  the  deeds  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  The  deeds,  I  guess. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  language  did  he  use? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  told  me  I  was  out  there  influencing  the  Indians  from 
signing  up  the  lands,  or  selling  the  lands;  and  I  was  against  that,  and 
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damned  me  he  was  going  to  keep  me  there.  If  I  fooled  with  him  he 
would  put  me  on  that  ditch. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  heard  him  tell  that,  anybody? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know.  Mr.  Clark  might  have' heard  him,  and 
he  might  not.  Clark  was  present  when  he  cursed  me  out  there  so 
when  the  Indians  sent  me  to  him  to  know  if  the  United  States  would 
aid  them  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Clark  was  present  and  heard  that,  did  he? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  there — raskonah's  house. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  when  he  called  you  a ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  days  did  Outcelt  keep  you  up  there? 

Mr  Mills.  Several  days. 

Mr.  Embry.  About  how  many? 

Mr.  Mills.  Three  weeks,  maybe,  or  a  month. 

Mr.  Embry.  Outcelt  kept  you  up  there  in  his  room  three  weeks  or  a 
month  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  As  near  as  I  can  tell.     It  might  not  have  been  so  long. 

Mr.  Embry.  Would  he  take  you  to  your  meals  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  gave  me  three  meals  a  day  while  I  was  there,  I 
believe. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  you  get  your  meals? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  bought  them  myself. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  could  go  where  you  pleased,  then? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  I  could  go  where  I  pleased,  but  had  to  be 
there  at  night.     I  could  not  go  to  the  village;  I  must  not  go  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  would  he  do  with  you  when  you  came  back  at 
night? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  stayed  in  his  room. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  sleep  in  his  room  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  beds  were  there  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Two. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  slept  in  there  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Clark  and  him  and  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wliich  one  did  you  sleep  in  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  slept  by  myself.     I  made  a  pallet  down  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  slept  in  there  three  weeks  or  a  month  with 
Clark  and  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr;  Embry.  You  have  been  with  those  Indians  a  long  time,  have 
you? 

Mr.  .Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  when  they  first  began  talking  about 
going  to  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  I  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  About  what  time  was  that  with  reference  to  the  time 
Mr.  Bentley  went  out  as  Indian  agent,  or  ceased  being  Indian  agent  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Just  about  that  time.  I  think  they  began  to  talk 
about  going  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  who  or  what  induced  them  to  want  to 
go  to  Mexico  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  know  of  one  objection  they  had;  they  did  not  want 
to  school  their  children,  lots  of  them. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  here? 

Mr.  Embry.  They  were  afraid  Thackery  would  put  their  children 
in  school. 

Mr.  Mills.  Thackery  was  a  schoolmaster  and  they  thought  he 
would  take  the  children  and  put  them  in  school. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Mr.  Bentley  talk  that  to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 
.    Mr.  Embry.  Would  he  get  the  Indians  together  and  tell  them  that 
Mr.  Thackery  was  a  school  man  and  would  put  their  children  in 
school  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  One  time  I  knew  him  to  talk  that  to  them  when  they 
were  together. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  time  was  that? 

Mr.  Mills.  At  his  house.     Emma  did  the  interpreting. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  mean  Emma  Garland? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Tell  all  that  was  done  and  said  there  at  that  time  when 
Bentley  had  those  Indians  there  and  told  them  about  Thackery  going 
to  put  their  children  in  school. 

Mr.  Mills.  He  told  them  that  this  man  would  take  their  children 
and  put  them  in  school,  and  he  (Bentley)  would  take  them  where 
they  could  just  have  deer  and  stuff,  and  the  children  would  not  be 
taken  away  from  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  said  that? 

Mr.  Mills.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  Mr.  Bentley  would  take  them? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  he  tell  them  they  would  be  taken;  to  what 
place  did  he  sav  he  would  take  them  to? 

Mr.  Mills,  tie  said  he  would  take  them  down  below — I  do  not 
remember  the  place.  He  might  have  mentioned  Mexico.  He  said 
he  would  take  them  south.  WTiether  he  mentioned  old  Mexico  or 
not  I  do  not  know,  probably  he  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  fientley  say  as  to  whether  their  children 
would  have  to  go  to  school  or  not  at  the  place  he  would  have  to  take 
them? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  told  them  the  children  would  not  have  to  go  to 
school,  but  w^ould  have  their  own  schools  in  their  own  way;  that  they 
would  be  under  no  white  man's  law.     They  would  be  their  own  bosses. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  this  Indian  sav  about  that  speech  of  Bent- 
ley ^s?  .  .         .  ^        . 

Mr.  Mn.LS.  The  Indians  liked  it.  They  Kke  to  do  as  they  please 
and  not  have  anv  law,  and  not  live  under  the  United  States  law  or 
anv  other  law.     I'hey  liked  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  present  at  any  time  when  Mr.  Bentley  had 
the  Indians  before  him  and  talked  with  them  about  these  things? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  was  that? 

Mr.  Mills.  At  old  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  was  that? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know  what  month  it  was.  It  was  last  year  at 
Wah-pah-ho-ko's. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  sav  to  them  there  ? 
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Mr.  Mills.  He  said  to  them  that  he  would  take  them  to  the  Pedro 
Blanko  ranch,  I  heheve,  and  tliey  would  have  their  own  laws  and  not 
be  under  any  other;  and  if  these  other  Indians  did  not  come  up  and 
sign  for  him  he  would  put  them  out  of  the  country  at  Eagle  Pass. 
Air.  Field  w^as  there  and  I  called  this  man  up. 

Mr.  Embry.  Which  man? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Bentley,  to  me.  I  said:  ^'Mr.  Bentley,  I  do  not 
care  where  these  Indians  go;  they  have  got  to  live  under  some  law"  of, 
their  country.  You  do  not  think  that  the  Mexicans  opened  tliis 
country  just  so  they  shall  not  live  without  a  law?  They  live  now  in 
Mexico. ^^  They  went  back  and  told  Mr.  Field,  and  then  I  heard 
them  again,  and  I  called  him  to  me  again  and  I  said:  ^^ It  will  never 
do  in  the  world  to  try  to  run  them  out  of  this  country/*  and  then 
the  council  decided  t\\ey  would  leave  the  camp;  all  that  would  not 
sign  for  him  could  stay  there  no  longer. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  the  council  that  said  that  ? 

Mr.  Mills."  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Where  were  they  to  go ;  come  back  here  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  w^ould  go  to  Oklal^oma  or  anyw-here  else,  but 
they  could  not  live  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  these  people  they  were  going  to  expel  from  the 
camp,  or  who  could  go  where  they  pleased,  have  any  money  to  travel 
on  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  some  did  not  have  a  cent.. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  they  travel? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  could  not  get  away  without  just  walking  away 
and  starving  along  the  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  the  time  Mr.  Bentley  was  insisting  that  they 
sign  up  for  him? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  the  paper  he  had,  those  papers  that  looked 
like  deeds  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  anything  further  said  about  their  signing  up  these 
papers  that  looked  like  deeds?  What  did  the  Indians  say  about  that 
when  they  understood  they  had  to  do  that  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  The  Indians  said  they  did  not  want  to  sign  their  lands 
away,  and  thev  clid  not  w^ant  to  sim  as  to  where  they  should  live. 
They  had  kinsfolk  in  Oklahoma  and  did  not  want  anv  such  laws  as 
that,  which  would  prevent  them  coming  across  and  seeing  them, 
because  they  did  not  want  to  sign  up  their  lands  to  him.  They  did 
not  want  that.  They  wanted  free  laws  so  they  could  go.  I  told  them 
the  United  States  and  Mexican  governments  controlled  that  line,  that 
Mr.  Bentley  did  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  those  Indians  tell  Mr.  Bentley  that  they  did  not 
want  to  sign  up? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  one  Indian  tell  me  that  he  did  not 
want  to  sign  up,  and  he  did  not  want  to  go  there  to  relinquish  that. 
He  told  Mr.  Bentley  that  in  order  to  keep  from  any  trouble  he  would 
agree  to  let  him  have  one  80  acres  of  land,  but  he  would  not  go;  to 
keep  from  being  arrested,  to  be  free,  he  would  just  turn  loose  one  80 
acres  of  land. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  to  get  a  home  for  the  Indians  in  Mexico, 
was  it? 
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Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  that  Indian  was  just  talking  to  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  Mr.  Bentley  to  do? 

Mr.  Mills.  The  Indian  did  not  want  any  home  there  and  wanted 
Mr.  Bentley  to  let  him  alone  and  not  bother  him,  to  let  him  stay  in 
Mexico,  and  he  would  pay  that  80  acres  of  land  in  order  not  to  be  run 
out  of  Mexico.  He  did  not  want  to  be  controlled  by  Mr.  Bentley  and 
did  not  want  to  go  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  understand  Kickapoo? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  talk  it? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  understand  how  correctly  you  are  savins  that 
the  Indian  said  he  would  give  Mr.  Bentley  one  80  acres  of  his  lana  if  he 
would  let  him  stay  in  Mexico  and  be  free  to  go  where  he  pleased  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  The  Indian  did  not  want  him  to  run  him  out  of  Mexico, 
and  he  would  give  up  one  80  acres  of  land.  They  were  compelling 
them  to  sign  their  land  away  and  the  Indian  said  he  would  go,  and  Mr. 
Bentely  told  him  he  could  not  go. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley  said  they  would  have  to  go  to  the  San 
Francisco  ranch,  did  he? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  Indian  said  he  would  not  go  there, 
and  wanted  Mr.  Bentley  to  let  him  alone  and  he  would  let  Bentley 
have  one  80  acres. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  many  of  the  Indians  feel  that  way  about  it? 

Mr.  Mills.  There  were  lots  of  them  who  felt  that  way  there,  and 
some  of  them  wanted  to  stay  in  Mexico.  The  idea  was  to  let  one 
80-acre  tract  go  out  of  a  farnily  and  be  sold  here.  After  they  had 
selected  land  to  be  sold  here  to  the  highest  bidder  one  80  acres  was 
to  go  out  of  a  family  to  go  toward  the  purchase  of  Mexican  land,  but 
they  did  not  want  all  or  their  land  turned  loose  for  Mexican  land. 
None  of  them  wanted  to  do  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  had  you  been  down  there  before  Mr. 
Thacken^  came  down? 

Mr.  mLLS.  I  had  been  there  two  or  three  or  maybe  four  months. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  L.  C.  Grimes? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  had  you  been  there  before  Mr.  Grimes  came 
down? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  remember  how  many  months.  I  saw  Grimes 
before  I  heard  of  Thackery.  I  was  working  in  a  wheat  field  and  saw 
Grimes. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Chapman  or  Al  Brown  or  Conine  or  any  of  those 
fellows  go  down  there  before  Thackery  did  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  before  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  loiow  how  long. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  go  down  there  before  Grimes,  Conine,  and 
Thackery? 

Mr.  MiiA^.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  those  Indians  at  the  Kickapoo  village  have  any 
mescal,  or  were  they  drinking  any  mescal,  before  Grimes  and  Conine 
and  that  crowd  came  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  they  would  drink  at  nights  there.  They 
would  have  a  little  sometimes  at  a  dance,  but  they  did  not  have  so 
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much;  they  did  not  drink  and  carouse  around.  The  women  did  not 
get  drunk  so  bad.  After  they  came  down  there  the  men  were  just 
tying  around  the  creeks  there  and  the  women  were  just  drunk. 

Afr.  Embry.  After  the  Indians  went  to  selHng  land  they  had 
lots  of  money,  or  money  enough  to  buy  mescal,  did  they? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  those  fellows  bring  the  mescal  out  there?  I 
mean  Grimes  and  Conine  and  those  other  fellows.  Did  you  see 
them? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  them  bring  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  them  bring  mescal  to  those  Indians 
anywhere? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  there  not  a  mescal  joint  there,  near  the  Indian 
village,  that  was  run  by  a  Mexican? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  was  it  from  the  village? 

Mr.  Mills.  Maybe  a  quarter  or  half  a  mile,  I  guess.  It  was  a 
secret  kind  of  a  bootleg  place.  It  was  against  the  Mexican  law.  It 
was  kind  of  a  jackleg  house.  I  was  with  an  Indian  one  day  and  he 
went  by  there  and  got  himself  some,  and  I  found  out  that  was  a  boot- 
leg place. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  Outcelt  asked  you  if  you  were  trying  to  help 
Bentley,  or  what  did  he  say  about  that? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  accused  me  of  helping  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  language  did  Outcelt  use? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  allowed  I  was  just  around  pumping  him  to  ^et 
something  out  of  him  to  go  back  with  to  Bentley.  I  said,  '*No,  sir; 
I  am  sent  here  by  these  Indians.  They  asked  me  to  come  here  and 
find  out  what  men  were  for  them.^* 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  was  it  after  Mr.  Outcelt  got  down  there 
that  you  had  this  conversation  with  him? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  think  he  had  been  there  very 
long.     Maybe  eight  or  ten  days. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  Thackery  there  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  he  was  up  somewhere.  He  had  been  there, 
but  he  was  oiT. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  vou  see  Mr.  Thackery  at  all  when  he  was  down 
there? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  I  never  did  get  to  see  him.  He  was  the  man 
I  wanted  to  get  to  see  instead  of  Outcelt.  They  wanted  to  get  the 
lease  money  irom  him  and  come  home,  and  not  stay  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  anything  about  whether  Mr.  Bentley  or 
Mr.  Field  gave  the  Indians  any  advice  as  to  whether  or  not  they 
should  accept  this  lease  money? 

Mr.  Mills.  They  told  them  not  to  take  anything  from  Mr.  Thack- 
ery or  the  balance  of  those  fellows. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  told  them  that? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Field  and  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  arrested  by  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  considered  I  was  arrested  by  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Vllat  made  you  consider  that? 

Mr.  Mills.  Because  Wah-pah-che-qua  arrested  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  arrest  you  for? 
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Mr.  Mills.  He  claimed  that  I  had  misused  Wah-pah-ho-ko's  girl 
there. 

Mr.  Embby.  And  had  you? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  and  that  is  how  I  came  to  let  him  have  that 
money. 

Mr.  Embbt.  Let  whom  have  the  money? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embbt.  What  did  Mr.  Bentley  say  about  you  letting  him  have 
that  money  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  went  to  Guajardo  and  made  complaint.  When  I 
first  got  down  there,  maybe  down  to  Annie  Pecan's,  he  said  he  wanted 
some  money.  I  had  a  little  money  and  he  wanted  it.  I  told  him  I 
wanted  this  money  to  doctor  my  eves. 

The  Chaibman.  You  have  stated  all  that  before.  Just  answer  the 
question. 

Mr.  Embby.  Did  you  loan  Mr.  Bentley  the  money  after  you  were 
arrested  or  before  you  were  arrested  on  the  charge  of  misusmg  Wah- 
pah-ho-ko's  girl? 

Mr.  Mills.  It  was  after  I  was  arrested. 

Mr.  Embbt.  How  long  afterwards? 

Mr.  Mills.  Maybe  two  days  or  such  a  matter;  maybe  the  next 
day. 

Mr.  Embby.  Did  that  have  anything  to  do  with  your  arrest;  was 
anything  said  about  that? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Bentley  said,  ''Now,  look  how  good  I  am 
to  you.  I  stopped  that  case.  Look  what  I  have  done  for  you."  I 
still  refused  him  that  money.  He  said,  "Look  what  I  have  done.'' 
I  saw  if  I  did  not  let  Mr.  Bentley  have  that  money  that  he  was  going 
on  there  and  would  souse  me  into  that  Mexican  prison,  and  I  let  him 
have  it  until  I  could  get  back  to  the  United  States  and  let  some  of  the 
United  States  citizens  know  what  he  was  doing. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  Lee  Bailey? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir, 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  that  Lee  Bailey  contested  a  Kickapoo 
allotment  out  there  once,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  paid  you  $150,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embby.  What  did  you  do  with  that  money? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  bought  a  pair  of  mules,  or  paid  it  on  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  pay  you  that  money  for? 

Mr.  Mills.  To  cancel  that  land  there  that  lie  has  got  in  aid  of 
getting  witnesses. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  talk  with  Mr.  Bentley  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  say  to  you  about  it? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  asked  him  what  shape  that  land  was  in  there;  that  I 
wanted  it  for  a  home,  and  was  wiUing  to  pay  for  it,  and  Mr.  Bentley 
told  me  it  was  an  illegal  allotment;  that  the  Indian  was  dead.  I  said. 
"  AU  right."  He  said,  "Any  deal  you  make  with  that  fellow  is  all 
right ;  I  do  not  want  the  money,  but  when  I  want  you  to  work  a  day  or 
a  month,  if  it  is  that  long,  or  if  it  is  as  much  as  a  month  or  any  other 
time,  that  is  to  be  your  pay ;  anything  that  is  right.''  I  told  him,  "All 
right,  I  will  do  that." 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  got  the  money? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  went  on,  then,  and  made  a  deal  with  this  fellow. 

The  Chairman.  Bailey? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Bailey,  and  afterwards  I  bought  a  pair  of 
mules  and  Mr.  Bentlev  saw  them  down  there  and  he  leased  some  land, 
Pah-nah-ket-ko's  lancl,  and  I  made  a  report  to  Washington  about  his 
conduct — about  Bentley^s  doings — and  Bentley  went  down  to  the 
livery  stable  and  demanded  the  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Demanded  what  money? 

Mr.  Mills.  The  money  I  got  from  Bailey.  I  told  him  I  would  not 
pay  it.  I  said,  ^'  You  said  it  was  to  go  for  labor,  and  you  hare  not 
paid  me  for  my  labor." 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  work  out  that  money  for  Bentley? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir,  and  more  besides. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then,  if  I  understand,  in  the  Lee  Bailey  matter  you 
were  to  get  the  money  and  keep  the  money  and  work  it  out  to  Mr. 
Bentley? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr,  Bentley  was  not  to  pay  for  the  work. 

Mr.  Embry.  IIow  much  work  did  you  do  for  him? 

Mr.  Mills.  Lots  of  work. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  was  what  it  was  for? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  down  here  and  he  would  give  hands 
$L50  a  day  for  lots  of  work,  but  would  not  give  me  anything  for  what 
I  had  done. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  to  work  in  lieu  of  the  Lee  Bailey,  money? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  He  got  the  Lee  Bailey  money? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir;  but  he  did  the  work  for  Mr.  Bentley.  That 
was  the  compensation  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  to  give  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  work  done  on  the  Indian  land  in  cutting 
timber? 

Mr.  Mills.  In  cutting  timber  and  hauling  him  firewood  at  his  own 
house. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  when  he  was  agent? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Both  of  these  crowds  had  a  place  at  Eagle  Place,  did 
they  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  both  of  them  had  whisky  over 
there  or  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  them  had  whisky. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  visit  the  camps  to  see  whether  either  of  them 
had  whisky? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  did  not  visit  the  camp  to  see  whether  they  had 
whisky  at  either  place. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  visit  their  places  over  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes  sir;  I  was  on  the  place  and  in  the  bank,  some. 
They  were  not  in  the  bank  when  they  signed  up,  Grimes's  Indians, 
but  I  was  in  the  bank  when  some  of  Bent  ley's  Indians  were  signing  up. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  mentioned  Annie  Pecan's  name  a  while  ago,  and 
you  said  something  about  Mr.  Bentley's  place  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  were  you  going  to  say  about  that? 

Mr.  Mills.  She  was  there  where  the  Indians  were. 
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Mr.  Embry.  What  was  she  doing  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  She  was  just  staying  there  cooking.  First  when  I 
went  there  I  hunted  up  Mr.  Bentiey,  and  found  her  there.  Then  I 
stopped  there  while  Mr.  Bentiey  went  to  Eagle  Pass  to  get  the  money, 
ana  she  was  there,  and  when  the  Indians  came  Mr.  Bentiey  came  to 
me  and  said,  ''Those  Indians  do  not  want  you  here."  Then  I  went 
over  to  the  other  camp,  to  Dr.  Conine,  and  Pakotah  asked  me  the 
next  morning,  ''What  did  you  leave  for?"  I  said,  "Bentiey  told  me 
the  Indians  did  not  want  me."  He  said,  "What  Indian — what  is  his 
name?"  I  said,  "I  do  not  know  what  his  name  is,  but  that  is  what 
Bentiey  told  me." 

Mr.  Embry.  You  entered  one  of  those  canceled  Indian  allotments; 
you  got  one  canceled  for  yourself? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  filed  on  it  as  a  homestead  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  while  Bentiey  was  agent? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  the  monev  he  was  referring  to  when  you 
tried  to  claim  your  money  back  and  you  stated  he  had  not  paid  you 
for  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Ye6,  sir;  that  was  it.  I  told  him  I  had  not  bought 
anv  land  from  him. 

Mr.  F^MHRV.  You  are  sued  in  Lincoln  County  now?  The  United 
States  has  sued  you  to  recover  that  land,  has  it  i 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  to  cancel  your  patent  i 

Mr.  Milus.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  stated  that  Thackery  was  pushing  you  hard? 

Mr.  MiLi^.  Yes,  sir;  pushing  and  fighting  me. 

Mr.  Embky.  You  understood  that  Thackery,  and  Outcelt.  as  assist- 
ant United  States  attorney,  were  trying  to  secure  evidence  to  recover 
that  land   from  you? 

Mr.  MiLiA  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  know  we  have  l)een  trying  to  recover  it 
from  you? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Urnris.  Did  you  s(»e  Outcelt  carrying  any  babies  around 
there  at  Muzmiiz? 

Mr.  Mills,    i  es,  sir. 

Senator  Ui'Rtis.  How  many  tiniest 

Mr.  MiLUS.  Ijots  of  times  he  would  have  a  baby  up  there  in  his 
room. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Whose  baby ? 

Mr,  MiLi^.  Conine's  baby.' 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  lie  seemed  to  be  greatly  attached  to  Conine,  did 
he  not? 

Mr.  MiLi>i.  I  said,  ''Are  you  going  to  take  that  woman  away  with 
you? ''  I  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  take  Conine's  woman  away 
from  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  come  back  to  the  United  States, 
or  rather  from  Eagle  Pass  up  to  Shawnee  f 

Mr.  MiLi^.  I  came  here  some  time  shortlv 


776  AFFAIRS   OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  September, 
October,  or  November,  do  you? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  in  the  sunmier  time? 

Mr.  Mills.  It  was  in  September,  I  guess,  or  the  last  of  August. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  any  Indians  come  up  at  the  same  time  vou 
did? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  I  came  up  by  myself. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  were  testifying  about  the  money  you  let  me 
have  ( 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Did  I  not  tell  you  that  I  needed  that  money  very 
much  at  that  time  and  I  had  got  you  a  good  home  up  here  for  noth- 
ing, and  you  ought  not  begrudge  me  the  use  of  that  money  for  a  few 
days? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir ;  you  did  not  tell  me  that.  When  I  tackled  you 
at  Eagle  Pass  and  you  refused  to  pay  it,  you  said  that  I  had  not  paid 
you  for  the  land,  and  demanded  that  I  pay  you  for  the  land. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  had  a  check  then  m  you  hand  payable  the  ir)th 
of  August,  had  you  not  i 

Mr.  Mills.  But  you  instructed  that  banker  not  to  pay  it. 

Mr.   Bentley.  But   you  had   my  check? 

Mr.  MiLi^.  The  check  was  not  worth  a  cent. 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  paid,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  It  was  paid  after  I  had  to  work  at  you  in  every  way 
to  get  you  to  pay  it,  and  had  to  go  and  get  that  wonum,  and  she  got 
her  son  to  go  there  the  next  morning  and  pay  it  at  the  bank. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  low  many  years  did  you  work  for  those  Indians 
helping  to  run  outlines  and  build  fences  up  and  down  there  on  the 
reservation  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  worked  here  lots:  I  do  not  know  how  long.  You 
know  how  I  have  worked  while  you  were  agent  here,  and  to  help  the 
inspectors  when  they  came  around  to  show  up  your  work  with  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  BENTI.EY.  I  never  paid  you  any  money  for  all  that  work,  did  I  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  You  never  paid  me  a  cent. 

Mr.  Bentley.  When  old  man  Oque-no-ke-the  got  sick  and  you  fed 
him  and  raised  stuff  on  the  place  and  divided  your  hogs  and  every- 
thing on  your  place  to  keep  him,  did  I  not  tell  you  when  he  was  dead 
that  that  was  crooked  land  and  I  would  help  you  to  get  it  to  pay  you 
for  all  you  had  done:  that  that  was  the  only  way  I  could  pay  vou? 
Is  not  that  why  I  did  it? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  do  not  recollect  your  saying  anything  about  that 
at  all. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  did  not  sue  me  for  the  work  you  had  done  for 
the  Indians,  did  vou? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  tliought  I  ought  to  have  pay. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  claimed  you  had  done  four  or  five  hundred 
dollars"  worth  of  work? 

Mr.  Mills.  You  had  your  interpreter,  Johnny  Mine,  pay  a  claim 
that  you  had,  and  made  a  fuss  between  me  and  Ah-che-che,  and  had 
me  going  grubbing  and  grubbing  to  get  hold  of  the  Indians.  You 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourself. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that. 
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Mr.  Mills.  It  was  through  those  interpreters. 

Mr.  Benixey.  You  have  talked  about  my  having  you  arrested  in 
Mexico. 

Mr,  Mills.  Your  pets  did  it.  If  it  had  been  Grimes  and  his  outfit 
I  might  have  expected  it.  I  had  no  idea  about  your  doing  what  you 
did  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Bentley.  But  I  did  not  do  it. 

Mr.  MiLus.  You  had  your  pets  there,  and  Johnny  Mine  would  get 
up  there  and  swear  to  anything  you  told  him. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Biit  he  clid  not  swear  to  anything,  did  he? 

Mr.  MiLLJS.  What  is  the  reason  he  did  not?  lie  saw  (luajardo 
afterwards  and  he  said  you  and  your  clique  came  up  there  and  made 
the  complaint. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  not  know  that  Guajardo  came  before  this 
committee  and  swoi-e  that  I  had  never  l>een  in  jail  over  there? 

Mr.  Mills.  You  might  not  have  been  in  jail,  but  they  had  you 
arrested:  probably  you  were  not  in  jail.     Perhaps  he  swore  right. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  not  know  I  went  to  the  council  and  got  them 
to  let  you  go  back  into  the  camp? 

Mr.  Mills.  I  heard  you  there  that  night  when  you  were  telling 
those  Indians  about  the  Mexican  laws,  that  no  law  controlled  the 
Indians,  or  ran  those  Indians,  if  they  did  not  consent  to  run  them  back 
into  the  United  States,  and  I  told  you  that  would  not  do;  they  had  to 
live  under  the  Mexican  Government. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Have  you  not  done  work  for  these  Kickapoos  that 
you  ought  to  be  paid  for?     I  know  you  helped  to  capture  them. 

Mr.  Mills.  I  had  no  idea  of  your  misusing  the  Indians  down 
there.  The  Indians  told  me  to  go  with  them;  they  did  not  want  to 
farm;  and  you  said  "'  God  damn  them,  they  have  got  to  go  where  I 
want  them  to  go." 

Mr.  Bentley.  Did  not  somebody  tell  vou  I  said  that  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  You  said  it  to  me  yourself. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  never  heard  me  curse  an  Indian  in  your  life. 

The  Chairman.  Just  answer  the  question,  and  do  not  make  any 
more  speeches. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  you  say  that  some  of  those  Indians  wanted  to  be 
farmers  and  citizens? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  they  want  to  be  farmers  and  citizens  in  Okla- 
homa ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  to  that  Mr.  Bentley  said  what? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  said  "  God  damn  them,  they  have  got  to  go  where 
I  want  them  to  go." 

Mr.  Eaibry.  Now,  you  say  that  Pakotah  told  you  that  he  would 
swear  to  what  Mr.  Bentley  told  him  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  would  swear  to  anything  that  Mr.  Bentley  would 
tell  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  say  about  having  inspectors  to  inspect 
Mr.  Bentley 's  conduct  as  agent?  Did  you  not  make  some  statement 
awhile  ago  about  the  Indian  witnesses  when  the  inspectors  would 
come  around  here  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  I  did. 
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The  Chairman.  He  spoke  of  the  work  that  he  was  doinfl:? 

Mr.  Mills.  It  was  tlie  work  I  would  do.  It  was  helping  Mr. 
Bentley  along  with  the  Indians.  When  they  would  come  I  would 
help  them  all  I  could  to  help  Mr.  Bentley  hold  his  job  while  he  was 
Indian  agent  and  keep  tlie  inspectors  from  making  a  report. 

The  Chairman.  You  were  on  Mr.  Bentley 's  side? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embrit.  Has  anyone  spoken  to  you  since  you  have  been  here 
as  a  witness  about  not  testifying  against  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Mills.  Not  more  than  he  said  a  little  something. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  Mr.  Bentley  say  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  said  to  me.  "Are  you  here?''  I  said,  *'  Yes."  Mr. 
Field  was  with  him  the  se<*ond  time  he  came,  and  he  said,  "  Xow, 
recollect,  my  wife  has  got  a  deed  to  your  place.  You  need  not  make 
any  kick;"  and  I  said,  •*  Why  notf'  He  said,  "I  will  go  right  to 
Mr.  Everest  at  Oklahoma  City  and  have  that  deeded  back.  The 
United  States  will  just  beat  you  out  of  that  land."  That  is  why  I 
did  that.  I  said,  *"  You  did  not  let  me  know  anything  about  your 
going  to  favor  me  in  Eagle  Pass,  and  I  did  not  propose  to  do  busi- 
ness that  way,"  and  he  claimed  that  he  had  deeded  me  that,  and  he 
insisted  I  should  not  mention  it:  at  least,  I  understood  it  that 
way;  and  Mr.  Field  pressed  it  still  afterwards.  He  insisted,  too, 
that  I 

The  Chairman.  Tell  what  he  said. 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  talking  to  me  about  my  place  that  he  would 
write  about  to  Mr.  Everest :  that  he  got  that  place  for  me  and  to  stay 
by  them  to  do  as  they  said  to. 

The  Chair3ian.  Do  as  who  said  do? 

Mr.  Mills.  Do  as  those  two  men  said,  Mr.  Field  and  Mr.  Bentley. 

The  Chairman.  Everest  is  your  attorney,  is  he? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  He  is  trying  to  kepp  the  United  States  from  re- 
covering that  farm  from  you  i 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  said  Mr.  Bentley  told  you  that  Mrs. 
Bentlev  had  a  deed  to  your  place  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  Yes,  sir;  that  she  would  deed  it  back,  just  as  he  told  her 
to  do. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  told  you  to  do  as  your  attorney  told  you  to  do. 

Mr.  Mills.  You  said,  "  I  will  go  with  you  to  Oklahoma  City  and 
do  w^hatever  he  pleases  about  it;  do  whatever  the  attorney  says.  He 
said,  "  You  said  you  do  as  I  tell  you  to  do,"  you  wanted  me  to  go  to 
Oklahoma  City  with  you.  That  was  your  advice,  for  me  to  go  to 
Oklahoma  City  with  you. 

The  Chairman.  Wlio  said  that,  Mr.  Field  or  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Bentley  said  that.  He  said  my  wife  will  deed  the 
land  right  back  to  you  again  if  Mr.  Everest  says  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  tell  you  that  at  the  time  he  was  talking  to 
you  about  what  your  testimony  should  be  here?  Was  that  in  the 
same  conversation? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  was  referring  to  that  He  did  not  mention  the 
necessity.     It  was  about  my  testimony.    I  would  be  saying  some- 
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thing,  stating  something  that  I  should  not  tell  or  something  he  did 
not  want  me  to  teH,  ana  he  said,  "  You  can  not  make  a  kick,"  and  I 
told  him,  *'  I  am  not  making  any  kick/' 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say  about  your  telling  what  you 
knew  ?     Did  he  ask  you  not  to  tell  anything  to  this  committee  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  asked  me  in  this  way,  to  go  to  Oklahoma  City.  He 
did  not  come  out  and  say,  ^'  Don't  you  go  up  there  and  say  so  and  so." 

Senator  Curtis.  He  told  you  if  you  would  go  to  Oklahoma  City 
to  go  to  your  attorney,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Mills.  To  Mr.  Everest,  and  whatever  he  says  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say  about  your  testimony  before  this 
committer  ?     Just  tell  exactly  what  he  said  about  it. 

Mr.  Mills.  I  told  you  awhile  ago  he  did  not  mention  my  testi- 
mony.   He  just  said  it  in  that  way. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  ask  you  what  you  were  going  to  swear  to? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  did  not  say.     What  are  you  going  to  swear  to?  " 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  tell  you  what  to  swear  to? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  he  did  not  refer  to  your  testimony  in  any 
manner,  shape,  or  form? 

Mr.  Mills.  Not  more  than  that  I  must  listen  to  him,  and  if  I 
would  not  affree  to  promise  to  listen  to  him,  then  he  would  have 
brought  up  this  other  question. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  are  supposingthat.  What  did  Mr.  Field  say 
to  you  about  your  testimony  here?     Tell  it  all,  now. 

Mr.  Mills.  Mr.  Field  said,  "  Now,  here,  Mr.  Bentley  got  you  that 
land  up  here,"  and  he  said,  "  You  just  stay  right  with  him,  or  right 
with  us,"  one  of  the  two,  I  disremember,  "  stay  right  with  him  or  right 
with  us."  After  Mr.  Bentley  left  that  was  about  as  much  as  Mr, 
Field  said. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  say  anything  about  your  testimony  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  No^  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  ask  you  to  swear  to  anything:  here? 

Mr.  Mills.  He  did  not  say  anything  about  my  swearing. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  ask  you  to  keep  anything  bacK  from  this 
committee  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  anybody  asked  you  to  keep  anything  back 
from  this  committee,  any  person  in  this  town  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  anybody  in  either  of  the  counties  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Nobody  here  in  Oklahoma  City? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  anybody  talked  to  you  about  your  testimony 
before  this  committee  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  no  one  knew  that  I  was  coming,  only  I  guess 
the  man  who  came  after  me  and  subpoenaed  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  knew  yesterday  you  were  going  to  be  here 
to-day,  did  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Mills.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  go  away  from  home  yesterday.  I 
worked  part  of  the  day  yesterday  if  it  was  Sunday. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 
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LEONARD  A.  HAMPTON— Recalled. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  there  any  improvements  on  this  Indian  allot- 
ment which  you  got  or  contested  at  the  time  you  contested  it? 

Mr.  Hampton.  There  was  a  dugout  and  a  well  started  to  be  drilled. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Did  you  have  anv  conversation  at  any  time  with  Mr. 
Bentley  about  leasi:>g  the  land  Irom  him — that  is,  after  he  went  out 
of  office  as  Indian  agent,  about  Indian  matters  in  any  way? 

Mr.  Hampton,  ^es,  sir;  there  was  an  Indian  by  the  name  of 
Wah-pe-tuck. 

The  Chairman.  This  was  after  Mr.  Bentley  went  out? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  had  his  land  and  used  it  for  hay 

Surposes  for  two  or  three  years.  He  came  to  me  and  told  me  that 
ir.  Bentley  waiited  to  see  me  the  next  day  here  in  Shawnee.  I  sup- 
posed it  was  on  this  contest  that  he  had  up,  and  I  came  down.  Mr. 
Bentley  told  me  that  Enuna  Garland  and  Wah-pe-tuck  wanted  to 
lease  me  their  land  for  a  period  of  five  years.  They  wanted  to  go  to 
Mexico.  I  said,  "  What  protection  will  I  have  from  being  put  off  if 
I  lease  the  land  from  you  "  [Bentley]  ?  He  said  the  agent  could  not 
put  me  off  unless  the  Irdian  complained.  The  Indian  was  going  to 
Mexico  and  could  not  make  any  complaint  against  me.  I  said,  "  I 
would  like  to  have  the  land,  but  I  do  not  want  to  take  any  risk  against 
the  Gover'nment."  Mr.  Bentley  said,  '*  I  do  not  care  who  knows  it; 
it  is  my  plan."     I  think  his  words  were  these :  "  We  will  get  as  many 

of   the of   the  Mexicans  and  Kickapoos   as  we  can 

get.  Sooner  or  later  we  can  get  a  law  passed  whereoy  they  can  sell 
their  lands  as  nonresidents,  and  when  such  law  goes  into  effect  the 
men  who  stay  with  me  will  get  some  cheap  land.  That  was  all  the 
conversation. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  the  consideration  named  that  you  were  to  pay  for 
the  rent  of  this  allotment? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  think  the  consideration  was  named ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Hampton.  I  was  to  pav  a  hundred  dollars  a  year  for  Emma 
Garland's  80,  and  I  think,  if  I  remember  right,  it  was  $25  or  $30  for 
the  other  80.  The  land  had  not  been  broken  on  it —  maybe  4  or  5  acres. 
It  was  very  poor  upland. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  there  any  cultivation  on  Emma  Garland's  land? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Sixty  acres  were  in  cultivation. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  there  any  improvements? 

Mr.  Hampton.  Nothing  but  a  fence. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  kind  of  land  was  it? 

Mr.  Hampton.  First-class  valley  land. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  not  lease  it,  as  I  understand? 

Mr.  Hampton.  No,  sir. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

W.  L.  CHAPMAN,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  fol- 
lows: 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  name? 

Mr.  Chapman.  W.  I.  Chapman. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Shawnee,  Okla. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Shawnee,  Okla.  ? 
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Mr.  Chapman.    About  five  and  one-half  jrears. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  being  in  Mexico  in  May,  June, 
and  July  of  1906? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  not  there  in  May. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^\Tiat  time  did  you  go  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  About  the  20th  of  June.  I  do  not  remember  the 
exact  date. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  state  imder  what  agreement  or  under- 
standing with  any  of  the  parties  you  went  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  had  an  agreement  with  Mr.  Benson,  Mr.  Brown, 
and  Mr.  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  please  give  us  their  full  names? 

Mr.  Chapman.  C.  J.  Benson,  A.  T.  Brown,  and  L.  C.  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  that  agreement  ? 
.  Mr.  Chapman.  That  if  it  was  possible  to  purchase  some  Kickapoo 
land  Mr.  Benson  would  furnish  the  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  would  he  furnish  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  At  first  there  was  no  specified  amount. 

Senator  Curtis  WTien  was  the  amount  fixed? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  know  exactly  when,  except,  I  think,  he 
notified  me — that  is  my  recollection — that  he  had  as  much  money  as 
he  wanted  to  carry. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  first  enter  into  this  agreement  with 
Mr.  Benson? 

Mr.  Chapman.  We  had  a  verbal  ngr(H»nient  in  regard  to  the  mat- 
ter; I  think  it  was  in  May. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  that  verbal  agreement?  Just  give  us 
the  understanding  l)etween  you  gentleiuen. 

Mr.  Chapman.  It  was  practically  what  T  have  given  you. 

Senator  Cirtis.  How  were  the  parties  to  share  in  the  land? 

Mr.  Chapman.  To  share  the  profits  equally  if  there  were  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  to  be  a  one-fourth  interest  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  to  hold  the  title? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  title  was  to  be  taken  in  my  name  and  then 
transferred  to  Mr.  Benson  after  I  returned. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  did  you  send  down  there  first  ? 

Mr.  Chapman,  (trimes  and  Mr.  Brown  went  first. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  they  go  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  date ;  I  think  in  May. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  You  did  not  go  down  there  until  sometime  about 
the  20th  of  June,  you  think? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  A\Tien  you  went  down  there  who  was  working 
with  Grimes  and  Brown  for  you  four  people;  who  had  you  in  their 
employ  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Wien  they  went  down  there,  if  my  recollection 
serves  me  right,  Russell  Johnson  went  with  them.  I  think  he  went 
with  them,  and  Mr.  Cal.  Moore  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Tack  Grimes  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember.  I  did  not  see  him  there  at  the 
time;  I  am  not  positive. 
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Senator  Ci  ktis.  Was  Joe  Clark  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  Joe  Clark  was  in  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  working  with  you  people. 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVas  Doctor  Conine  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  working  with  you  people? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhen  did  he  begin  to  work  for  you  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  can  not  say. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  BefoiT  you  arrived  there,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  him  a  month? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  it  was  $150  a  month. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  expenses^ 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  CuRiis.  IIow^  long  did  he  work  with  you? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  rememl>er  the  exact  time,  I  think  five  or 
six  montlis,  perhaps. 

Senator  Curtis.  (\)mmeiicing  sometime  about  the  1st  of  June? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Either  May  or  June. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  worked  with  you  five  months? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  working  with  the  other  gentlemen. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVho  paid  him  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Part  of  the  time  I  did  and  part  of  the  time  Brown 
did. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  The  first  of  the  time  he  was  working  immediately 
under  you — that  is,  for  Brown  and  Chapman  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How^  long  did  you  stay  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  know  exactly.  They  were  in  Eagle  Pass 
when  I  first  went  there.  They  took  some  deeds  there  at  Eagle  Pass ; 
I  do  not  know  the  exact  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  an  understanding  as  to  what  you 
would  pay — that  vou  would  not  pay  over  a  certain  per  cent  of  the 
value  of  the  land? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How^  much  interest  were  you  to  pay  on  the 
money  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  If  my  recollection  serves  me,  8  per  cent — that  is, 
you  mean  to  Benson  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Chapman.  Eight  per  cent. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhere  were  you  staying  the  last  of  June,  if  you 
remember  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  in  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  CuftTis.  Allien  were  you  first  informed  that  you  could  buy 
any  land  in  Mexico  from  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  understand  exactly  what  you  mean  by 
that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  who  first  informed  you  when  you  first  went 
down  there?  Did  you  know  then  that  you  could  buy  land  when  you 
first  arrived  there  in  Eagle  Pass,  about  the  20th  of  June? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  I  knew  that  the  act  had  passed  Congress  and  been 
approved  by  the  President. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  did  not  know  whether  you  could  buy  any 
land  or  not  ?. 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  after  that  was  it  before  you  were  ad- 
vised that  you  could  buy  it? 

Mr.  Chapman.  By  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  first  asked  you  to  go  to  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Which  one  of  your  party  first  suggested  that  you 
come  to  Muzquiz  from  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  that  anybody  suggested  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  of  Mr.  Bentley  being  in  jail? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  heard  he  was  under  arrest. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  hear  that  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  rememl^er. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  get  any  information  about  it  from  any- 
body? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  except  as  it  was  given  out  at  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  hear  from  Brown  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  connection  had  you  with  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Chapman.  None  whatever. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  interested  in  his  efforts  down  there, 
were  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  advised  at  any  time  as  to  his  condition 
or  circumstances,  or  what  he  was  doing,  or  what  his  prospects  were? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  advised  at  any  time  as  to  the  prospects 
of  your  party  getting  deeds  down  there? 

Mr.  Chap3Ian.  Advised  by  whom?  I  do  not  understand  the  ques- 
tion. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  advised  by  any  of  your  partners? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whtit  did  this  dispatch  mean :  "  Good  prospects 
to-morrow.  Indians  ready  to  come.  Defendant  holds  them  as  wit- 
nesses. Outcelt's  case  looks  good."  AVhat  does  that  mean?  You  re- 
ceived that  dispatch  from  Brown,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Will  you  say  to  this  committee  that  you  did  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  will  say  that  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVill  you  say  to  this  committee  that  you  did  not 
receive  this  dispatch  dated  on  the  20th  day  of  June,  1906? 

Mr.  Chap3ian.  I  will  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  any  rate  you  did  receive  it? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  sending  word  to  Brown  a  few 
days  afterwards  to  come  over  to  Eagle  Pass  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  There  were  several  times  that  we  had  communica- 
tions with  each  other,  but  with  regard  to  the  exact  wording  of  it  I  do 
not  remember. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ask  him  to  come  to  Eagle  Pass  at  any 
time? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  a  roll  with  you  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  why  did  you  wire  Brown  to  come  on  the 
first  train  and  bring  a  roll,  '^no  roll  here?*' 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  presume  he  had  a  roll  with  him.  I  did  not  have 
it  all  the  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  have  a  roll  as  you  said  minute  ago? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  had  it  part  of  the  time  at  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  when  you  first  went  down  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  In  this  individual  case  it  might  have  been  that  he 
had  the  roll  with  him.  We  had  a  roll  of  the  Kickapoos  with  us 
down  there.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  had  it  all  the  time  at 
Eagle  Pass  or  whether  he  had  it  part  of  the  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  a  good  deiil  of  business  with  Conine,  did 
you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  some  business  with  him. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  were  in  Muz(juiz  on  the  18th  of  July,  were 
you  not  ^ 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  date.  I  was  there 
about  that  time. 

Senator  Cirtis.  That  was  about  four  or  five  days  before  the 
Indians  were  taken  to  Guajardo\s  housed 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  tliere  about  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  vou  pav  the  Indians  anv  cash  thei*e  at  that 
time? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  at  any  time  during  that  week? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  to  my  recollection. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  you  would  have  known  it  if  you  had,  would 
you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chap3ian.  I  presume  so. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Will  you  tell  the  committee  what  you  did 
with  that  $2,000  Mexican  that  you  got  from  the  First  National  Bank 
on  the  18th  day  of  July,  imsj 

Mr.   Chapman.  I   used   it   in   various   ways   paying  expenses. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mow  much  did  you  pay  to  the  Mexican  officials 
before  you  got  them  to  make  that  affidavit? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  one  penny. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  them  anything? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  one  penny. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  pay  them  for  their  services? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  CI'RTis.  How  much  did  you  pay  them  aftenvards? 

Mr.  Chap3ian.  I  paid  the  expense  account. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  how  they  were  brought  over  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  They  came  there  at  my  request — that  is,  the  judge 
and  the  clerk  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  your  request  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cltitis.  Were  they  not  wired  to  come  there  by  some  one, 
and  not  bv  vou? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  I  say  it  was  at  my  request. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  they  not  wired  to  come  there  on  investiga- 
tion business? 

Mr.  Chapman.  They  may  have  been,  but  not  at  the  time  I  refer  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  say,  at  the  time  you  referred  to,  or  about  the 
time  you  claim  you  got  those  deeds? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  was  a  little  delay,  was  there  not,  in  that 
transaction  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  not  held  up  for  two  or  three  days  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  days  were  the  Indians  at  Guajardo's 
house  in  July  while  you  were  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Twice. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  days  apart? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Sunday  intervened,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  think  Sunday  intervened  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  at  the  camp  when  they  were  taken  to 
Guajardo's  house  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  Mr.  Benson  pretty  well,  do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  you  say  he  said  he  had  put  in  all  the  money 
he  wanted  to  carry,  did  you  have  anj  understanding  with  him  where- 
by he  would  put  some  more  money  m  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  the  details  of  that  proposition. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  did  you  have  any  understanding  with  him? 
Did  he  agree  to  put  any  more  money  in  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  remember  that  he  agreed  to  put  $5,000 
more  in  that  transaction  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  might  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  did  you  not  so  wire  to  Brown  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  may  have  done  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  state  to  this  committee  whether  you  did 
or  did  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  remember  the  $5,000  transaction,  do 
you? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  sent  me  all  the  money  on  my  drafts  every  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Tell  us  just  to  what  use  you  put  that  $2,000  in 
Mexican  that  you  got  down  in  the  city  of  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  can  not  do  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  guess  at  it  then  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  think  a  guess  is  necessary. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  tell  the  committee  as  near  as  you  can. 

Mr.  Chapman.  It  was  paid  on  the  expense  account,  and  some  of 
it  was  given  to  Grimes  and  Brown  and  some  to  Conine. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  all  had  money,  did  they  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  furnished  money  for  all  of  them  out  of  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  allottee  No.  247  ? 

Mr.  Chap3Ian.  Nothing  specific. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  allottee  No.  248? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  specifically* 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  go  back  to  Muzquiz  in  August  from 
Shawnee  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  went  back  to  see  if  I  could,  get  some  of  the  land 
and  get  a  certified  copy  of  the  court  record. 

Senator  Curits.  Di^  you  get  them? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  remember  wiring  Mr.  Conine  that  you  would 
be  down  there,  do  you? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember.  I  wired  him  several  times; 
probably  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  special  agreement  or  under- 
standing as  to  wires  between  yourself  and  Conine,  or  yourself  and 
Brown,  or  yourself  and  Grimes? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  the  last  time  you  were  down  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  In  August,  I  think,  if  I  remember  correctly. 

Senator  Cltitis.  You  had  use  for  some  money  down  there  in 
August  in  Muzquiz,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  I  had. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  trouble  in  getting  an  interpreter  in 
August,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  did  you  try  to  get  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  tried  to  get  Mack  Johnson  and  he  was  not  there, 
and  Willie  Murdock,  I  believe  it  was;  he  had  gone  hunting. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  else  did  you  try  to  get? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  asked  that  one  be  sent  over  here,  and  they  sent 
Joe  Whipple. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  tell  them  whom  to  send  over  here? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Did  j^ou  wire  anything  to  Brown  about  sending 
Grimes  down  there  in  August  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  may  have;  but  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  could  not  get  down  because  vour  family  was 
sick? 

Mr.  Chapman.  In  August? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  there  in  August. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  time  in  August  were  you  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  about  the  24th.     That  is  my  recollection. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  your  family  sick? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  whether  my  family  was  sick  at 
the  time.     I  think  I  came  home  one  time  because  my  boy  was  sick. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  the  second  time  you  were  down  there,  who 
was  interested  in  the  deal? 

M.  Chapman.  A1.  Brown  and  myself  and  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  you  three? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Garrett  have  anything  to  do  with  it? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  'WTiat  was  the  understanding  between  the  three  of 
you  the  last  time  you  were  down  there,  and  who  was  to  furnish  the 
-aoney? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  A1.  Brown  and  myself  boirowed  the  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  'WTiere  did  you  borrow  the  money  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.    From  Al.  Brown's  father. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  borrow? 

Mr.  Chapman.  We  borrowed  $3,200,  I  believe. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  to  use  $500  of  that  on  expense  account, 
did  you  not,  at  Muzquiz,  soon  after  vou  arrived  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  part  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  used  $500  Mexican,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  sent  for  it  to  pay  expenses?  x 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  brought  part  of  it  out  with  me. 

Senator  Ci'RTIs.  And  you  sent  to  the  bank  to  get  some  more,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  a  little  later  on  there  were  depositions  taken. 
First,  what  was  your  agreement  about  this  land  you  got  on  the  second 
deal? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  agreement  w^ith  Grimes  was  that  I  was  to  deed 
him  two  of  the  pieces  and  he  was  to  pay  the  cost  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Brown  and  you  furnished  the  money  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  the  work  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Grimes  and  I,  together. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Grimes  down  there  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  How  did  you  happen  to  take  Grimes  down  with 
you  the  last  time? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  came  down  after  I  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  want  him  to  come,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  not  particular  about  his  coming. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  you  did  not  want  him  to  come,  did  you? 
Let  us  be  fair  about  it. 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  did  not  care  about  him  coming. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  to  Brown  that  you  could  not  use 
him? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  he  was  sent  anyhow  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  think  you  could  use  him  down 
there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Well,  he  had  not  worked  with  me,  as  T  preferred  it 
should  be  done,  in  the  distribution  and  settlement  of  affairs  after  we 
came  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  there  any  agreement  in  writing  this  last  time 
between  Grimes  and  Brown  and  yourself? 

Mr.  Chapman.  There  was  no  agreement  at  all  on  that  proposition. 
We  were  to  take  two  pieces  of  land  and  pay  for  it,  which  we  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  pieces  was  Brown  to  have  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  None  at  all.    He  was  to  take  one  share. 

Senator  Curtis.  AATio  has  the  deed  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  It  was  to  be  equally  divided  between  Brown  and 
myself. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  both  your  names  ? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  That  is  my  recollection  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  not  sold  or  disposed  of  it,  have  you? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  the  deeds  taken  direct  to  Grimes,  or  made 
to  Grimes  or  you  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  They  were  made  to  me,  and  I  made  them  to 
Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  there  any  other  consideration  except  this 


understanding  between  you  ? 
Mr.  Chapman.  That  is  all 


all. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  did  Grimes  put  into  that 
transaction  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  amount. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  put  any  in  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  he  paid  me  for  two  pieces  of  land.  He 
paid  for  the  two  pieces  he  got. 

Senator  Curtis.  A  little  later  on  you  had  some  depositions  taken 
down  there,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Mr.  Benson  did ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  you  hold  an  interest,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  We  did,  rather;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  represented  you  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Mr.  Joe  Adams  was  the  attorney. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  other  gentlemen  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Conine  was  interpreter. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  Dr.  K.  C.  Conine? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  you  paving  him  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  not  paying  him  anything  at  that  time.  The 
arrangement  was  made  by  Mr.  Adams  and  the  other  people  after  he 
went  down. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  to  send  him  money  i 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  sent  them  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  send  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  $r)00. 

Senator  Curtis.  When? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  the  date. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  not  usual  to  pay  $500  to  get  a  few  deposi- 
tions, is  it  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  always  had  some  money,  did  he  not,  besides? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  understood  he  had  $50  when  he  left  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  had  enough  to  pay  ordinary  expenses,  did  he? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  had  enough  to  get  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  with  him? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Interpreter. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else  was  with  him?    Any  of  the  parties? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Mr.  Grimes  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  that  I  know"  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  of  anybody  being  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  come  to  send  Doctor  Conine  some 
money  ?     Why  did  you  not  send  it  to  your  lawyer  ? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  He  wired  for  the  money  from  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  wire  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  My  recollection  is  he  wired  that  they  needed  some 
money. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  the  way  he  said  it?  Just  that  they  needed 
$500? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  make  it  a  little  stronger  than  that  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  may  have ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  say:  '' Absolutely  necessary.  Have 
First  National  Eagle  Pass  honor  my  check  $500  to  secure  deposi- 
tions. Have  bank  notify  Monclova  bank.  Will  do  our  best.  Answer 
quick?" 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember;  it  may  have  been  in  that 
language. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  not  the  exact  dispatch  he  sent  you  1 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  a  bad  memory  about  dispatches,  have 
you  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  when  they  are  not  given  in  exact  words 
and  no  signature  to  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  remember  those  things.  Do  you  not 
know  it  was  an  unusual  thing  to  use  $500  before  you  could  get  deposi- 
tions out  of  people  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  the  details  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  sent  that  $500? 

Mr.  Chapman.  My  recollection  is  that  Al.  Brown  sent  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  1  ou  joined  in  the  dispatch,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  bank  did  you  send  it  through  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  through  the  Union  Savings  Bank. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  mean  the  bank  down  here  on  the  corner? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  them  wire? 

Mr.  Chapman.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  remember  this  day  of  going  down  to  take 
testimony,  do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  heard  they  were  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  they  were  going  before  they  went — 
before  they  got  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir;  I  did  not,  until  they  started  there.  I  did 
not  know  anything  about  it  until  then. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  informed  you  about  it? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember.  I  think  Mr.  Benson  or  one  of 
the  other  boys  here.     I  do  not  remember  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  get  any  information  from  San  Antonio? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  rememl)er  of  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  hear  from  f)r.  R.  C.  Conine  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  heard  from  him,  I  think,  after  he  was  summoned 
to  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  give  him  any  instructions  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  told  me,  if  my  recollection  serves  me,  that  they 
were  there,  and  I  think  he  asked  for  some  instructions? 
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Senator  Cfrtis.  What  instructions  did  voii  give  him? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  the  instructions  I  gave  him  were  to  use  his 
own  judgment — to  use  his  best  judgment  and  follow  the  depositions. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  Why  was  it  necessary  for  you  to  tell  him  to  follow 
depositions?  There  was  nothing  for  him  to  do  but  tell  the  truth, 
was  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  knew  that  all  the  time? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  why  did  you  wire  him  to  follow  depositions? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Because  he  asked  me  for  information. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  because  you  knew  that  his  testimony  had  to 
accord  with  those  depositions  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  at  Guajardo's  house  when  these  Indians 
signed  those  deeds? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  that  dead  woman  sign  her  name? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  a  deed  from  her,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  from  a  dead  wpman. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  And  you  brought  that  on  here  and  filed  it  for 
record,  after  you  examined  the  records,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  pretend  to  have  a  deed  from  a  dead 
woman  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  deny  to  this  committee  that  you  had  a 
deed  from  a  dead  woman  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  deny  to  this  committee  that  you  claim  to 
have  a  deed  from  a  dead  woman  who  had  been  dead  for  several  years? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  can  explain  that. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  I  want  to  know  if  you  did  not  have  what  pur- 
ported to  be  a  deed  from  a  woman  wlio  had  been  dead  for  seven 
years. 

Mr.  Chapman.  We  had  a  deed.  I  understand  that  the  woman  has 
been  dead  for  seven  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  have  a  certificate  that  that  woman  ap- 
peared and  signed  it  before  these  Mexicans'  witnesses? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Signed  by  the  judge  there;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  that  poor,  unfortunate  Indian,  Paw- 
kaw-kah — that  imbecile? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  did  not  see  any  imbecile. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  see  any  iinl>ecile? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  did  not  see  Paw-kaw-kah,  did  j'ou? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  a  deaf  and  dumb  Indian  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  If  he  was  deaf  and  dumb  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  see  a  deaf  Indian  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  a  dumb  Indian  there? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  This  getting  $500  down  tliere  was  pretty  Im- 
portant, was  it  not,  when  yon  were  taking  those  depositions? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  presume  so,  or  they  would  not  have  wired  for  it. 

Senator  Crims.  It  was  so  important  that  it  brought  a  dispatch 
from  Garrett  to  you,  did  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Crirris.  You  had  to  send  two  or  three  telegrams  about  it, 
did  you  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember,  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  were  you  taking  those  depositions? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  not  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  idea  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  have  not.  The  attorney  who  was  there,  I  pre- 
sume, could  give  you  the  information. 

Senator  Curtis.  Perhaps  you  did  not  need  it.  Is  it  not  true  that 
you  took  deeds  from  Indians  down  there  for  their  land  in  Oklahoma 
and  paid  them  about  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  of  their  value  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  There  might  be  some  pieces  of  that  character. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  between  man  and  man,  do  you  think  that  an 
honorable  transaction? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  bought  land  at  a  specific  price. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  bought  land  from  poor,  helpless  Indians  at 
one-sixth  of  its  value,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  to  mv  knowledge. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  ((id  vou  use,  then  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  AVhom  did  f  use. 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes;  who  was  your  tool  to  get  the  land  for  you? 
Did  you  not  get  this  fellow  (irimes. 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  had  no  tool. 

Senator  Curtis.  Grimes  was  there,  was  he? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Doctor  Conine  w^as  there,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.    He  had  a  pistol  on  his  hip  all  the  time,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  all  the  time;  sometimes;  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  he  was  around  where  the  Indians  were  he 
did,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir;  not  all  the  time. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  you  ever  s(»e  him  without  a  pistol  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Chap5can.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  he  swore  before  this  committee 
that  he  never  was  in  Mexico  without  a  pistol  ?    " 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Well,  he  did.    Did  you  have  any  guns i 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  carry  them  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  you  keep  them? 

Mr.  Chapman.  In  my  grip. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  good  were  they  in  your  grip  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  where  my  grip  was  most  of  the  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  your  grip  in  your  hand  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Then  when  you  went  out,  did  you  have  a  pistol 
with  you  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  may  have  sometimes,  but  very  seldom. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  Pakotah  was  in  prison,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  that  Pakotah  was  taken  up  to 
Guajardo's  house  from  the  prison? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  pieces  of  land  have  you  in  your  own 
name  as  a  result  of  your  investments  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  I  have  half  interest  in  three  pieces  and  a 
fraction  in  another  piece. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  how  many  pieces  have  you  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Benson.  ^ 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  number. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Were  there  any  cipher  dispatches  passing  between 
you  and  Brown,  or  between  you  and  Conine,  or  between  you  and  Ben- 
son? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Cx^rtis.  How  many  wires  did  vou  send  Benson  from  down 
there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  can  you  not  guess?  Have  you  not  some  idea 
about  it? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis,  Did  you  send  him  as  many  as  one? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Two? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Three? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Four? 

Mr  Chapman.  I  presume  I  sent  that  many. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  sent  six  or  seven,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  sent  several  wires;  I  do  not  remember  the  num- 
ber. 

Senator  Curtis.  We  asked  you  to  produce  them  this  morning,  and 
you  had  but  t>vo.     You  know  you  sent  more  than  two,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  may  have  sent  more  than  two;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cutitis.  You  brought  some  Indians  here  to  Eagle  Pass  to 
get  some  deeds  from  them,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  came  with  some  of  them  on  the  train. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Why  did  you  put  them  off  at  Little  River? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Because  I  was  asked  to  put  them  off  at  Little  River. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wl\o  asked  you  to  put  them  off? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  boys  that  came  up. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  boys? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Grimes  and  those  fellows. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else  was  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  am  not  positive.  I  think  Brown  was  with  them, 
and  I  think  also  Mr.  Cal.  Moore. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  put  them  off  at  Little  River? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  some  got  off  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  miles  is  that  out  of  Eagle  Pass? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  Five  or  6  miles,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  any  Indian  or  hand  any  Indian  any 
money  for  any  land  that  was  deeded  or  for  which  you  claimed  to 
have  received  the  deed  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  handed  no  cash,  but  checks. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  did  you  hand  checks? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Those  from  whom  I  bought  the  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where;  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hand  the  checks  to  the  Indians  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  given  to  the  Indians  and  by  the 
Indians  to  Doctor  Conine. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  sure  about  that? 

Mr.  Chapman.  They  were  checks  all  made  out  according  to  the 
deeds,  and  when  thev  signed  them  they  were  handed  over. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Whom  did  you  give  the  dead  woman's  check  to? 

Mr.  Chapman.  It  was  given  to  an  Indian  whose  wife  was  dead 
and  who  had  a  second  wife. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  given  to  the  Indian  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  ^vou  see  tho^5e  checks  handed  to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  give  those  Indians  their  money  on  those 
checks  immediately? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  until  I  knew  whether  they  had  given  the 
proper  deeds,  or  in  accordance  with  the  agreement. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  did  you  have  that  agreement  with;  the 
Indians? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Bight  there,  in  Guajardo's  house  in  open  court. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  have  an  open  court  there  that  day? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  judge  was  sitting  in  court;  ye^,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  judged 

Mr.  Chapman.  Llano,  I  believe  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Guajardo  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else  ? 

Mr.  Chapjian.  I  remember  of  other  persons  being  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  name  them  ( 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  there,  and  Grimes,  and  I  think  Cal.  Moore 
part  of  the  time,  and  Conine  and  Guajardo  and  Lobo. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Was  Outcelt  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  not  there  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  was  not  there  while  the  deeds  were  being  taken. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  day  was  he  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  times  were  you  up  to  see  Mr.  Gua- 
jardo? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  at  his  house,  I  think,  three  times. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  the  first  time  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  day  the  Indians  were  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  the  second  time  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  I  was  there  again. 
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Senator  Curtis.  When  was  the  next  time? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  I  was  there  again. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  that  for  'i 

Mr.  Chapman.  We  were  talking  about  some  matters  and  he  asked 
me  to  come  back  down  to  the  country,  if  I  saw  fit.  It  was  merely 
a  social  visit. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  deed  which  purports  to  be  from  Ah-che-che 
to  W.  L.  Chapman.  It  appears  to  be  dated  July  28,  1906.  On  the 
same  day,  July  28,  lOOC,  is  a  statement  of  another  deed  from  W.  L. 
Chapman  and  wife  to  J.  H.  Myers,  and  on  the  same  date  a  state- 
ment of  a  mortgage  from  J.  II.  Myers  to  C.  J.  Benson,  and  on  the 
same  date  a  deed  from  J.  II.  Myers  to  C.  J.  Benson.  Why  were  those 
instrument*;  made  at  that  time  and  in  that  manner? 

Mr.  Chapman.  They  were  made  as  an  accommodation.  Benson 
assisted  to  float  the  paper  through  loan  companies  and  it  was  done  for 
acconmiodation  purposes. 

Mr.  Kmbry.  J.  II.  Myers  had  no  interest  in  it? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  J.  11.  Myers  has  no  interest  in  any  of  these  deeds? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  lie  has  not  any  equity  at  all  in  any  of  these  lands, 
has  he  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  None  whatever. 

Mr.  Embrt.  Was  this  one  of  the  deeds  that  you  gave  the  checks 
to  the  Indians  for,  and  the  Indians  gave  them  to  Conine? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  this  is  one  of  the  deeds  with  respect  to  which 
they  had  an  agreement  that  the  checks  were  not  to  be  paid  until  you 
came  home  ancl  ascertained  whether  a  prior  deed  had  been  recorded  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  necessarily  home.  It  was  to  ascertain  whether 
there  was  a  prior  deed  on  record. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  was  one  where  the  check  was  not  to  be  paid  until 
you  ascertained  whether  there  was  a  prior  deed  on  the  land? 

Mr.  Chapman.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Mr.  Embry.  So  Conine  would  hold  these  checks  w^hile  you  were 
doing  that  ? 

Mr.  Chap^han.  Yes.  sir;  they  were  put  in  the  bank  and  certified 
to  by  the  First  Nati(mal  Bank  of  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  was  the  money  to  be  paid? 

Mr.  Chapman.  My  first  instructions  to  the  bank  Avere  that  the 
money  should  be  shipped  according  to  agreement,  and  when  we  found 
that  out  to  ship  it  by  express  to  the  Indians  direct. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is,  the  Fii*st  National  Bank  of  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  to  ship  the  currency  to  the  Indians  because 
they  had  recjuested  that  the  money  be  sent  to  them. 

iir.  Embry.  At  what  place? 

Mr.  Chapman.  At  !Muzquiz. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  were  your  later  instructions,  if  any? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  understand  after  that  that  they  had  said  some- 
thing about  assisting  to  purchasing  some  land,  and  requested  that  it 
be  left  in  the  bank;  but  as  to  that  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  advised  you  of  that  fact? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  First  National  Bank. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  receive  such  information  from  any  of 
those  Indians  that  checks  had  been  left  with  Conine  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  was  Conine  when  he  received  those  checks  ( 

Mr.  Chapman.  At  Guaiardo's  house. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  Mexico? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  P^mbry.  Was  he  to  take  those  checks  to  the  Fii-st  National 
Bank  at  Eagle  Pass? 

*  Mr.  Chapman.  He  and  I  would  go  together,  and  I  was  to  hold  the 
checks  and  I  was  to  take  the  deeds,  and  if  the  deeds  were  good  the 
checks  were  to  be  certified  to. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  go  together? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  what  wav  did  you  ascertain  there  had  been  prior 
deeds  recorded  on  this  land? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  I  came  straight  home  on  the  first  train. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  you  arrived  at  Eagle  Pass,  what  did  you  and 
Conine  do  w^ith  the  checks  and  with  the  deeds? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  checks  were  turned  into  the  bank,  and  I  re- 
ceipted for  them  to  be  held  subject  to  this  proceeding. 

Mr.  Embry.  Had  the  Indians  indorsed  the  checks  to  Conine? 

Mr.  Chapman.  They  had  indorsed  them  in  Muzquiz,  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  Conine? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Conine  was  in  your  employ  in  the  purchase  of  this 
land  at  the  time  the  checks  were  indorsed  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  was  not  in  our  employ  except  as  interpreter. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  were  you  to  pay  him  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Chapman.  $150  a  month  and  expenses. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  to  act  as  your  Mexican  interpreter,  was  he  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  He  did  more  than  that,  did  he  not?  Did  he  not  go  out 
and  solicit  Indians  to  execute  deeds? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  may  have  asked  them  if  they  wanted  to  sell 
land,  but  never  in-  my  presence. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  not  that  part  of  the  understanding,  that  he  inter- 
pret and  also  use  his  influence  to  induce  the  Indians  to  make  deeds  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir ;  not  with  me.  Brown  employed  him  l>ef ore 
I  was  there.     I  do  not  know^  what  agreement  they  had. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  at  that  time  your  intei-preter  receiving  $150  a 
month,  and  was  in  vour  employ,  was  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  1^es,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  you  delivered  those  checks  to  the  Indians 
and  the  Indians  indorsed  them  and  delivered  them  to  Conine? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Ye.s,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  was  the  agreement  in  open  ox)urt  that  they 
should  be  delivered  in  open  court,  and  that  the  Indian  was  not  to 
receive  the  checks  but  was  to  turn  them  over  to  Conine,  and  Conine 
was  to  take  them  to  Ea^le  Pass? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  instructions  were  that  the  deeds  were  not  to 
be  delivered  to  him  until  the  chocks  were  certified  to. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  they  were  to  be  taken  to  Eagle  Pass  and  entered 
to  whose  credit? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  The  Indians,  and  certified  to. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  left  there  in  escrow  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  they  indorsed  at  that  time  by  Conine's  order? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  to  his  order.  They  were  left  with  the  bank 
with  receipts  from  the  bank  to  be  paid  to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  F^mbry.  Were  they  indorsed  by  the  Indian  in  blank  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Ye-s,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  receipt? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  the  attorney  has  it.     That  is  my  recoUec-  • 
tion  about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  how  long  was  it  after  you  arrived  at  Eagle  Pass 
befoi*e  you  ascertained  whether  there  had  been  prior  deeds  recorded? 

Mr.  Chapman.  My  recollection  is,  as  I  told  you  before,  that  I  came 
home  on  the  first  train. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  would  consume  about  how  much  time  until  you 
were  able  to  notify  them  that  the  land  was  clear? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  suppose  a  couple  or  three  days. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  notify  them? 

Mr.  Chapman.  That  is  my  recollection;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  did  you  next  return  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  I  returned  again  in  August. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  time  in  August? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remembor  the  exact  date,  somewhere  be- 
tween the  ir)th  and  24th,  I  think;  I  do  not  know  the  exact  date. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  you  got  back  there  did  you  see  any  of  those 
checks;  did  yon  examine  to  s(h»  if  any  of  thost*  checks  were  still  in 
the  bank  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Chapman.  They  had  been  given  to  the  Indians  and  the  money 
appropriated  as  instructed. 

Senator  Cirtis.  How  much  money  had  been  paid  to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Chapman.  By  the  bank  ? 

Senator  Cirtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  asked  if  the  money  had  Ixnm  sent  to  the  Indians 
or  place<l  to  their  cnnlit,  and  he  said  it  had  all  been  credited. 

Senator  CrRTis.  Did  you  not  siiy  a  minute  a^o  that  it  had  been 
paid  to  the  Indians.  Do  you  not  know  those  Indians  have  not  drawn 
that  money  yet  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Senator  Cvrtis.  You  do  not  knoAV  anjihing  alwut  that,  do  you? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  were  you  when  you  stated  that  you  learned 
that  the  Indians  had  decided  to  bity  some  land  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  the  same  time  that  you  referred  to  in  your 
testimony  here,  your  coming  home  to  see  if  this  land  was  clear? 

Mr.  Chapman.  It  was  some  time  after  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  afterwards? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  approximately? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Perhaps  two  or  Ihree  weeks. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  learn  that  they  wanted  to  buy  land  in 
Mexico  until  after  you  had  returned  to  Mexico  once.  Did  you  stay 
here  at  home  after  you  came  home  to  see  about  the  land  as  to  whether 
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it  was  clear  ?  Did  you  stay  here  until  you  learned  that  they  wanted 
to  buy  land  in  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  stayed  here  until  I  returned  to  Mexico  again. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  return  to  Mexico  again  before  you  were  ad- 
vised that  the  Indians  wanted  to  buy  land  in  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  am  not  positive. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  where  you  were  when  you  gave  direc- 
tions to  the  bank  with  reference  to  the  Indians'  project  of  buying 
land  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  r.ever  gave  any  such  instructions. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  give  any  other  instructions  to  the  bank  as  to 
the  delivery  of  those  checks  and  the  first  instructions  given? 

Mr.  Chapman.  My  recollection  is  I  wired  them  from  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  what  effect  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  To  ship  the  money  to  the  Indians  as  per  agreement. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  was  no  change  in  those  instructions  to  the 
bank? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir;  not  from  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Not  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  down  there  and  he  asked  that  I  O.  K.  a 
proposition  to  hold  him  blameless,  and  I  told  him  I  would  do  that  if 
the  money  was  all  intact  for  the  Indians  and  had  not  been  used  for 
any  other  person. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  the  date. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  as  nearly  as  you  can  state? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  would  not  be  safe  in  suggesting  a  date.  It  was 
between  July  28  and  the  last  part  of  August. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  change  of  direction  was  it  that  he  wa^ited  you 
to  O.  K.  as  to  the  disposition  of  this  money  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  If  mv  memory  serves  me  right,  he  said  Conine  had 
discussed  the  matter  with  the  Indians.  They  spoke  of  it  down  there 
at  the  time  the  land  was  sold  that  they  preferred  using  the  money 
down  there  and  have  a  home  there.  I  remarked  at  the  time  that 
that  had  nothing  to  do  with  me,  and  I  also  remarked  that  Mr.  Conii  e 
had  instructed  me  to  buy  some  land  and  the  Indians  preferred  that 
the  money  be  held  in  the  bank. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  Mr.  Schmidt  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Eagle  Pass  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Conine  tell  you  that? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  any  of  the  Indiars  tell  you  of  the  change  of 
purpose  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Schmidt  notified  me  that  Conine  had 
done  that  and  he  did  not  ship  the  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  receive  any  other  instructions  than  that 
from  Schmidt,  which  you  mentioned,. as  to  the  change  of  purpose? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  what  did  you  tell  Schmidt  when  he  advised 
you,  as  stated  ? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  I  told  Mr.  Schmidt  when  the  money  was  all  intact 
as  left  there — the  full  amount  for  the  Indians — that  as  far  as  I  was 
concerned  I  would  not  hold  him  culpable  for  not  shipping  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  say  all  the  money  was  there  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Chapman.    He  did. 

Mr    Embry.  And  none  of  it  had  been  paid  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  further  instructions  did  you  give  with  respect 
to  this  money? 

Mr.  Chapman.  None. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  participate  in  the  purchase  of  this  land  for 
them  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Chapman.  In  no  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  who  bought  that  land  for  them? 

Mr.  Chapman.  1  do  not. 
,   Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  advised  that  Conine  acted  in  any  capacity 
in  the  purchase  of  that   land? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  heard  some  intimation  of  that  fact,  but  nothing 
direct  from  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  did  you  first  have  this  intimation? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  date — some  time  later. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  while  you  were  in  Mexico  on  the  trip  last 
mentioned  ? 

Mr.  (^HAPMAN.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  whom  did  you  have  this  intimation? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember:  it  was  either  Brown  or  some 
of  the  gentlemen  connected  with  it  that  had  the  information  and 
imparted  it  to  me. 

ilr.  Embry.  I  imderstand  at  the  time  these  checks  were  left  in  the 
bank  at  Eagle  Pass  that  you  and  Grimes  and  Brown  and  Benson 
were  cooperating  together? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  Conine  was  employed  with  you  four  as  inter- 
preter, as  stated  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  at  the  time  you  O.  K.'ed  the  change — that  is, 
that  Schmidt  might  pay  the  money  out  to  Conine  or  allow  it  to  go 
for  this  land  in  Mexico — you  four  were  still  operating  together, 
were  you  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  never  O.  K.'ed  any  such  change. 

Mr.  Embry.  State  the  change  of  purpose  now,  as  you  stated 
awhile  ago. 

Mr.  Chapman.  We  had  no  change  of  purpose,  except  he  asked  me 
to  relieve  him  from  the  responsibility  of  not  carrying  out  my  posi- 
tive instructions. 

Mr.  Embry.  Had  they  paid  the  money  out  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Chap3ian.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  told  him  he  might  pay  it  out,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  For  the  purchase  of  this  land? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  say  that  that  was  the  purpose  for  which  he 
wanted  to  pay  it  out — the  purchase  of  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  tell  you  that  was  what  he  thought  Conine 
contemplated  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  made  no  such  statement. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  talk  about  Conine's  purpose  to  purchase  the 
land  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  did  not.    He  never  mentioned  it  to  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  seen  the  deeds  to  that  land  that  they  said 
they  purchased  for  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  ever  consulted  about  it  ? 

Mf.  Chapman.  Never. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  disposition  was  made  of  that 
money  which  you  left  at  Eagle  Pass,  or  these  checks? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  While  you  four  were  operating  together — that  is,  your- 
self, Benson,  Brown,  and  Grimes — did  you  secure  any  further  deeds 
than  those  you  referred  to  for  which  vou  left  checks  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr,  Chapman.  Not  in  connection  with  Benson;  no,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  After  Benson  no  longer  operated  with  you  and  Brown 
and  Grimes,  how  many  deeds  did  you  secure? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  there  were  five,  perhaps  four,  deeds  with 
the  contracts. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  in  that  operation  you  have  borrowed  $3,200 
from  Al  Brown's  father? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Mr.  Brown  borrowed  the  money  after  he  came  back. 
Al  Brown  sent  me  the  money.    I  wired  for  him  to  send  me  the  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  is  that  money  secured? 

Mr.  Chapman.  On  an  open  note. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  no  mortgage  on  the  land,  is  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  P2mbry.  You  have  not  transferred  any  of  this  land  which  you 
three  bought  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Just  as  I  stated  to  Senator  Curtis,  out  of  five  pieces 
Grimes  was  to  pay  for  two  of  them,  which  he  did,  and  Mr.  Al  Brown 
and  myself  owned  the  other  three  pieces  together. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  those  lands  incumliered  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Xo,  sir;  they  are  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  original  purchasers  have  those  lands  at  this  time, 
have  you  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  no  one  else  has  any  equity  or  claim  to  them? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  there  were  four  tracts  for  which  you  took 
deeds  accompanied  by  contracts.  What  was  tlie  nature  of  those  con- 
tracts? 

Mr.  Chapman.  As  well  as  I  remember  the  contracts  were  to  this 
effect,  that  they  had  already  given  the  deed  to  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.    That  is,  the  Indians  had  already  given  deeds  to  him  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  contract  does  not  specify. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  contract  in  writing? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  got  it  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  my  attorney  has  it.  I  returned  all  the 
papers  to  him. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  would  not  object  to  furnishing  a  copy  of  that 
contract,  would  you  ? 
Mr.  Chapman.  Not  if  it  is  returned  to  my  attorney. 
The  Chairman.  Let  him  furnish  a  copy.    If  not,  we  will  have  a 
copy  made  and  return  the  original  to  him."^ 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  your  attorney  pot  it  now,  here. 

Mr.  Chapman.  1  think  so.     I  will  furnish  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Mr.  Chapman,  as  to  those  contracts  where -you 
have  an  accompanying  contract  with  the  deed,  you  paid  no  consid- 
eration for  the  deed,  did  you? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embky.  It  was  simply  an  undertaking  that  if  you  recovered 
the  land  for  the  Indian  that  you  then  would  be  entitled  to  receive 
it  from  the  Indian  for  a  certain  consideration? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  paid  nothing  on  that  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  paid  nothing  on  that  at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  times  did  you  see  Outcelt  while  you  were 
down  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  It  would  be  impossible  for  nie  to  tell  you. 

Mr.  Embky.  What  time  did  you  first  arrive  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Chapman.  1  do  not  remember  the  exact  date. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  prior  to  the  arrival  of  Thackery  and  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  tliev  were  there. 

Mr.  Embky.  Did  you  talk  with  Outcelt  about  your  purpose  to  buy 
these  lands? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  might  have  in  a  jocular  way.  I  asked  him  what 
he  was  doing  down  there,  and  he  told  me  it  was  none  of  my  business; 
and  he  said, ''  What  are  you  doing?''  I  told  him  in  reply  practically 
the  same  way.  We  have  been  warm  friends  for  a  long  time.  It 
was  said  in  a  jocular  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  at  Sabinas  when  Okemah  and  certain  other 
Indians  were  arrested  or  prevented  from  boarding  a  train  for  Eagle 
Pass? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  go  out  to  this  Indian  camp  with  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  at  Guajardo's  house  or  he  with  you  at  any 
time? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  to  my  recollection.    We  were  not  there  together. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  the  time  you  took  this  first  deed  you  say  you  were 
at  Guajardo's  house  on  two  different  days? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  a  Saturday  and  Monday. 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  the  necessity  of  being  there  on  Saturday  and 
Monday  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Because  the  deeds  were  taken  partly  on  Saturday 
and  partly  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Embry.  Whv  were  not  they  all  taken  Saturday? 

Mr.  Chapman.  t\"e  did  not  have  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  time  did  you  begin  taking  the  deeds  Saturday? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  the  time  now. 
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Mr.  Embrt.  How  do  you  remember  that  you  did  not  have  time 
to  take  them  on  that  day  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Simply  because  the  judge  said  so.  It  was  ex- 
plained in  court  to  the  Indians  that  it  would  take  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  do  it ;  so  that  it  was  thoroughly  understood. 

Mr.  Embrt.  Did  you  make  a  speech  there  to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  hear  anybody  make  a  speech  to  them? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Mr.  Guajardo  spoke  to  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  what  he  said,  do  you?  Did  you 
hear  it  interpreted  in  English  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  remember  all  the  speech.  I  heard  part 
of  it.     I  was  not  there.     I  was  down  in  the  yard. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  understand  Spanish  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  1  do  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  he  said  in  that  speech? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  any  of  the  Indians  advise  you  what  he  had  said 
in  that  speech? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  Indians  were  there  the  first  day? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  know.  I  expect  somewhere  between  15  and 
25,  maybe  30. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  deeds  did  you  get  that  first  day? 

Mr.  Chapman.  My  recollection  is  six. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  the  first  deeds  taken  at  Guajardo's  house,  or 
taken  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  first  deeds  we  took  were  at  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  after  the  taking  of  the  deeds  at  Eagle  Pass 
was  it  before  you  were  at  (xuajardo's  house? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Quite  a  while. 

Mr.  Embry.  Whv  did  you  change  your  method  of  taking  them  at 
Eagle  Pass  to  Guajardo 's  house  ? 

Mr.  Chap3ian.  Do  you  want  a  full  explanation? 

Mr.  Embry.  I  want  to  know  why  you  changed  your  method. 

Mr.  Chapman.  Well,  some  of  the  gentlemen  were  in  there,  Mr. 
Bentlev's  men  who  were  with  Bentley,  and  some  who  were  with  us, 
and  when  the  Indians  would  agree  to  sell  they  would  bring  them  to 
Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  would  bring  them  to  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  different  parties,  whomever  they  agreed  to  sell 
to,  and  on  one  occasion  an  Indian  and  his  wife  were  there  and  the 
Indian  was  asked — Bentley  asked  the  question  if  I  remember  cor- 
rectly— he  asked  the  Indian  whom  he  would  go  with,  and  the  Indian 
replied  with  Mr.  Grimes,  and  some  time  after,  the  circumstances  turn- 
ing round,  Bentley  asked  the  Indian  again,  and  the  Indian  said  he 
would  go  with  Mrs.  Bentley  and  do  what  she  said  to  do.  I  told  Mr. 
Grimes  that  being  the  case,  the  Indian  should  go,  and  that  I  had  noth- 
ing more  to  say  about  that  piece  of  land  at  all.  It  was  a  controversy 
between  the  two  parties  as  to  bringing  them  to  Eagle  Pass.  I  got  on 
the  train  and  came  home.  I  got  instructions  from  my  attorney  as  to 
how  to  proceed,  as  to  whether  those  deeds  could  be  taken  in  Mexico  or 
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not,  and  I  acted  under  instructions  in  taking  the  deeds  in  Mexico 
from  my  attorney. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  the  opinion  of  the  authorities  down  there  that 
those  deeds  had  to  be  taken  in  the  United  States? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  some  Oklahoma  lawyers  down  there.  Why 
the  necessity  to  come  home  to  get  that  information  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  had  no  lawyer  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  assistant  United  States  attorney  was  down  there, 
and  he  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  lawyer. 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  was  not  my  friend. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  consult  him? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.   Embry.  Did  you  come  home  to  get  that   information? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  did. 

Mr.  Embri'.  Was  that  the  time  you  came  home  to  see  whether  the 
deeds  had  been  recorded  or  not  on  the  other  land  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir;  it  was  prior  to  that  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  you  took  those  Indians  the  first  time  they 
went  from  the  camp  to  Guajardo's  house.    How  did  they  travel? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  first  time  they  went  I  do  not  know.  I  know 
that  some  of  them  went  in  what  they  called  coaches  down  there.  It 
is  a  kind  of  a  carriage  or  wagon.  Some  came  in  a  conveyance  and 
some  on  horseback. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  there  policemen  with  them? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  along  with  them? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiere  were  you? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  at  Muzquiz  until  they  came  in. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  the  policemen  with  them  then  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry-,  What  was  the  condition  of  those  Indians  as  to  being 
drunk  or  sober  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  They  were  sober. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  opportunity  of  knowing  what  their 
condition  was? 

Mr.  Chapman.  None  whatever;  except  from  observation. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  your  observation  such  that  it  would  enable  you 
to  know  whether  or  not  they  were  drunk  or  sober? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No  more  than  it  would  be  to  tell  whether  you  are 
drunk  or  sober  to  look  at  you. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  there  the  second  time  the  deeds  were  taken 
at  Guajardo's  house? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  Outcelt  there  on  that  day  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  I  do  not  know  if  he  was 
there  or  was  not  there  while  I  was  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  length  of  time  were  you  there? 
,  Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  I  was  there  the  major  portion  of  the  day; 
in  the  forenoon  and  also  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  there  the  entire  time  in  which  depositions 
were  being  taken  ? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  I  never  was  in  Mexico  when  any  depositions  were 
taken. 

Mr.  Embry.  Or  made  deeds? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  in  the  room  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  were  you  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was  around  in  the  yard ;  sometimes  talking  to  the 
Indians,  sometimes  to  Guajardo,  and  some  of  the  others  who  were 
there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  describe  Guajardo's  house.  How  is  that  dis- 
tinguished from  the  court-house?  Is  it  in  the  same  building?  I 
mean,  where  the  deeds  were  taken. 

Mr.  Chapman.  It  was  in  his  own  home. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  is  that  from  the  court-house,  if  it  is  in  an- 
other building? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  should  judge  somewhere  between  1  and  2  miles. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  Judge  Llano,  who  took  the  acknowledgment — is 
he  the  judge  that  presided  at  that  place — Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  presides  anywhere  he  desires  in  the  State  of 
Coahuila,  as  I  understand  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  he  a  judge?  \Miere  does  he  usually  hold  court — at 
that  point  or  at  the  court-house  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  holds  court  anywhere  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  he  such  a  judge  that  he  can  hold  court  at  that  place? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  expect  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  were  not  these  acknowledgments  of  deeds  taken 
at  the  court-house  instead  of  at  Guajardo's  house? 

Mr.  Chapman.  It  was  at  the  request  of  the  judge.  It  was  more 
private  and  away  from  the  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  w^as  at  the  request  of  the  judge? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  mean  Judge  Llano? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  they  taken  at  Guajardo's  private  room? 

Mr.  Chapman.  They  were  taken  in  his  private  oflSce,  the  oflSce  up- 
stairs. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  time  of  the  day  or  night  were  they  taken? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Before  noon  and  after  noon. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  about  2  miles  from  the  court-house,  is  it  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Between  1  and  2;  I  do  not  know  the  exact  distance. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  his  house  outside  of  the  town  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Just  outside  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  in  the  country? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  judge  it  to  be  the  country ;  yes,  sir.  It  is  outside 
of  the  city  limits. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  time  of  the  day  did  you  take  these  Indians 
to  his  house  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  They  came  in,  I  think,  about  half  past  8  or  9  o'clock 
in  the  moniing. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  take  them  from  the  village  down  through 
the  town  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Some  went  thro!igh  the  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  they  taken  together  through  the  town  or  did 
they  just  straggle  through  the  town  separately? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  They  were  in  wagons  and  conveyances. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  you  would  take  a  bunch  out  to  Guajardo's  house 
did  you  keep  all  of  them  there  until  you  had  taken  these  acknowl- 
edgements ? 

Kir.  Chapman.  I  suppose  they  went  where  they  pleased,  in  and 
out  around  the  place  wherever  they  wanted  to  go.  Some  went  to 
town,  I  suppose,  when  they  got  ready. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  advised  whether  it  was  usual  for  the  court 
to  take  men  out  to  his  private  home  to  take  acknowledgements? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  said  he  would  hold  court  wherever  he  desired, 
and  made  a  record  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  These  deeds  were  taken  in  open  court,  were  they  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  judge  was  present  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  were  the  Indian  interpreters  the  first  day? 

Mr.  Chapman.  The  Indian  interpreter  was  Mack  Johnson ;  that  is 
my  recollection. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  there  any  other  Indian  interpreter? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Mack  was  the  interpreter.  I  think  the  judge, 
through  some  of  the  others  there,  discussed  the  situation  so  it  would 
be  distinctly  and  definitely  understood. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  the  second  day  who  were  the  interpreters? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Mack  Johnson. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  at  Eagle  Pass  when  the  first  deeds  were 
taken? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  Thackery  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Vhat  was  he  doing? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  know  what  he  was  doing.  He  was  around 
the  hotel  and  around  the  town.     I  did  not  ask  him  what  he  was  doing. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  Outcelt  over  there? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  part  of  the  time;  and  part  of  the  time  he 
was  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  Outcelt  doing  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  know,  except  I  understood  he  was  down 
there  on  an  investigation  of  some  character,  but  what  it  was  I  do  not 
know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  talk  to  you  about  going  out  to  camp? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  this  colored  man,  Mills,  testify,  did 
you? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  said  you  left  Guajardo's  house  with  those  pa- 
pers under  your  arm,  as  you  were  going  to  Outcelt's  place.  Did  you 
do  that  in  company  with  Outcelt  and  had  you  the  papers  under  your 
arm  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  had  a  bunch  of  papers  under  my  arm  when  we 
went  down  to  the  house. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  all  those  papers  prepared  in  advance? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  had  them  ready  for  signature. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  them  all  prepared;  you  knew  whether 
they  would  sign? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  I  had  them  on  the  evening  before. 
Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  you  get  them  the  evening  before  ? 
Mr.  Chapman.  I  got  them  at  the  camp. 
Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  buy  any  property  yourself? 
Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  handled  no  Indian  deeds  to  land  since 
1906? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  have  had  no  Indian  deeds 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  been  honest  in  your  purpose- 


Mr.  Chapman.  Let  me  answer  the  first  question.  Since  the  Gov- 
ernment took  upon  itself  to  asign  a  guardian  and  appoint  Thackery 
I  have  had  no  dealings  whatever  with  any  of  the  Kickapoo  Mexican 
lands. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  made  some  effort,  have  you  not,  to  have 
some  of  the  guardians  discharged? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  have  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  Grimes? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Not  in  connection  with  me.  If  he  has,  it  is  a  per- 
sonal matter. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  that  change  was  made  in  your  deposit  of 
the  monev  were  those  second  instructions  given  in  writing  or  were 
they  oral! 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  I  gave  them  in  writing.  That  is  my  recol- 
lection about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You-  spoke  about  some  Indian  woman  or  man  who 
said  he  would  go  with  Mrs.  Bentley  and  do  what  she  said.  Did  you 
see  Grimes  try  to  throw  Mrs.  Bentley  out  of  a  car  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  one  Indian  brought  in  there  in  a  sleeper 
or  in  the  stateroom  of  a  sleeper? 
,  Mr.  Chapman.  I  stated  that  this  Indian  was  in  a  sleeper. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  the  man  who  was  supposed  to  have  been 
arrested? 

Mr.  Chapman.  If  he  had  been  arrested  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  remember  the  man  that  Conine  and 
Grimes  had  arrested  on  a  charge  of  murder,  and  then  got  his  deeds 
away  from  him  and  turned  him  loose? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  never  heard  of  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  about  Tony  Alexander?  Did  you  have  him 
in  your  employ  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Benson  employed  him.  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  he  employed  by  Mr.  Benson  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  about  your  own  business,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Mr.  Benson  had  charge  of  it.  I  was  not  here.  I 
was  in  other  places. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  original  deeds  have  you  in  your  pos- 
session or  in  the  hands  of  your  lawyer  that  you  could  turn  over  to 
this  committee  for  inspection  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  He  has  turned  them  over. 

Mr.  Blakney  (the  attorney).  I  have  others  here. 

(Mr.  Blakney  here  produced  certain  deeds.) 
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Mr.  Chapman.  The  deeds  that  we  have  personally  are  in  the 
court.  These  are  the  deeds  for  which  we  have  a  contract  if  the  title 
is  quieted. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  the  original  deed  ?. 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  These  deeds  are  in  general  outlined  and  form  the 
acknowledgment  of  substantially  the  same  as  the  thirteen  that  were 
produced  here  this  morning,  are  they? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Some  ot  the  thirteen  this  morning  I  think  were 
taken  in  Eagle  Pass,  and  may  not  perhaps  have  the  specific  acknowl- 
edgment and  the  revenue  stamps  on  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  bring  up  your  original  checks? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  turn  those  over  to  the  com- 
mittee.    They  have  been  canceled,  have  they  not? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  would  like  to  have  you  turn  over  all  your  checks 
concerning  your  transactions  with  the  First  National  Bank  with 
respect  to  the  Kickapoo  matter. 

Mr.  Chapman.  Those  checks  were  all  turned  over  to  Mr.  Benson 
when  I  made  settlement  with  him,  except  Brown's  and  my  own. 

Mr.  Blakney.  I  can  give  the  committee  copies  of  all  the  checks.  I 
have  them  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  Please  send  us  copies  of  them  all. 

(The  checks  were  here  produced  and  handed  to  the  chairman.) 

Senator  Cirtis.  I  see  a  check  here  of  Pequa  for  $400  that  is  not 
even  witnessed.     Do  you  know  anything  about  that  check  ? 

The  Chairman.  Put  in  the  bank  to  his  credit? 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  not  even  indorsed. 

Mr.  Chapman.  That  was  with  the  First  National  Bank,  of  Eagle 
Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  another  to  Pah-nah-ha-tho,  not  witnessed, 
for  $400.     Do  you  know  anything  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  It  is  like  the  other  one,  I  guess. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  are  twenty-five  checks  here.  These  are  not 
all  your  checks.  I  want  all  the  cnecks  that  you  gave  to  the  First 
National  Bank  in  connection  with  the  Kickapoo  transaction — your 
expense  account  and  everything. 

Mr.  Chapman.  If  I  can  find  them  I  will  give  them  to  you,  with 
pleasure. 

Senator  Curtis.  Please  let  us  have  copies  of  them. 

Mr.  Chapman.  Very  well. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  referring  to  the  testimony  of  the  negro.  Mills,  at 
the  time  you  started  down  to  Guajardo's  house,  as  to  your  having 
papers  under  vour  arm  when  you  left  Outcelt's  house,  what  about 
that? 

Mr.  Chapman.  If  Outcelt  had  any  house  in  Mexico  I  do  not 
know  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  where  his  room  was  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  was  it? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  think  he  was  at  the  Central  Hotel  most  of  the 
time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  where  his  room  was? 
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Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  have  a  room  about  the  buihlinp,  and  if  so  at 
what  place '^ 

Mr.  Chapman.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  a  room  in  the  second  story,  just 
.  about  the  head  of  the  stairway.     That  is  my  recollection. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  him  in  that  room  at  any  time? 

Mr.  Chapman.  On  many  occasions. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  business  with  him  in  that  room? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Nothing  except  in  a  social  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  Americans  were  down  there  at  the  time 
you  were  there  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  could  not  give  you  the  exact  number.  I  can 
name  some  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  state  approximately — t,  10,  12,  or  15  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Well,  somewhere  between  4  and  12. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  that  morning  when  you  went  down  to  Guajardo's 
house  to  take  those  acknowledgments  did  you  see  Outcelt  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  accompany  you  with  those  papers  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  have  anything  to  do  with  the  preparation  of 
those  papers? 

Mr.  Chapman.  Nothing  at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  consult  with  him  about  them  ? 

Mr.  Chapman.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  think  he  was  advised  whether  you  were  going 
down  there  with  those  deeds  or  not  ( 

Mr.  Chapman.  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  say  to  that  statement  that  he  and  you 
walked  out  from  that  house — you  with  papers  under  your  arm  i 

Mr.  Chapman.  No  such  thing  ever  happened. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

A.  T.  BROWN,  having  l)een  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  name? 

Mr.  Brown.  A.  T.  Brown. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Brown.  Shawnee,  Okla. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Brown.  Six  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  business? 

Mr.  Brown.  Furniture  and  undertaking  business. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  furniture  and  un- 
dertaking business? 

Mr.  Brown.  About  five  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  vour  business  prior  to  that  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  was  in  the  saloon  business  m  Shawnee. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  years  were  you  in  the  saloon  business? 

Mr.  Brown.  About  fifteen  months. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  a  band  of  Kickapoo  Indians  known 
as  the  Kicking  Kickapoo  Indians? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  some  of  them. 
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Senator  Curtis.  State  if  during  the  year  1906  you  went  to  Mexico 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  any  Kickapoo  lands. 

Mr.  Browx.  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  happen  to  go  there,  and  with  whom 
did  you  have  an  understanding? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  understood  there  was  a  bill  before  the  House  to 
remove  restrictions  on  some  of  the  nonresidents. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  understand  that  there  was  a  bill  of  that 
kind  before  the  House? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did.  That  is,  it  passed  the  House,  and  the  restric- 
tions would  be  removed  from  the  liidians  that  were  in  that  country. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  that  bill  did  not  pass  the 
House;  that  it  originated  in  the  Senate? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  proceed  and  state  your  agreement  and  why 
you  went  down  there. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  went  down  there  with  the  agreement  to  assist  in 
buying  the  land,  and  was  to  have  25  per  cent  interest  on  what  land 
we  secured. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  that  agreement  made  with  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Benson,  Chapman,  and  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  gentlemen  who  have  been  named  here  by  Mr. 
Chapman  without  giving  their  initials? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  leave  here  for  Mexico? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  exactly. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  about  what  time? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  think,  some  time  in  April. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  you  go  first? 

Mr.  Brown.  To  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  went  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  L.  C.  Grimes  and  Russell  Johnson  and  Cal  Moore. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  Russell  Johnson  and  Cal  Moore  with 
you? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Russell  Joluison  connected  with  your  party 
in  any  way? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  going  on  his  own  hook,  was  he  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  about  Moore? 

Mr.  Brown.  He  was  not  connected  with  us. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  he  doing  down  there? 

Mr.  Brown.  He  said  he  wanted  a  farm. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  work  for  you  after  he  got  there  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Not  directly. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  worked  with  you,  did  he  not?  What  do  you 
mean  by  "  not  directly?"  He  was  with  you  all  the  time  helping  you 
with  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  stop  at  Eagle  Pass  or  did  you  go  over  to 
Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  stopped  at  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Uliere  did  vou  first  meet  Dr.  R.  C.  Conine? 
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Mr.  Brown.  I  met  him  in  Muzquiz 

Senator  Curtis.  At  what  time? 

Mr.  Brown.  Something  like  a  week  after  he  left  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  come  to  employ  Doctor  Conine,  if 
you  did  employ  him  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  employed  him  because  he  could  speak  the  Mexican 
tongue. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  agree  to  pay  him  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  agreed  to  pay  him  $150  a  month. 

Senator  Curtis.    How  long  did  you  employ  him  for  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Something  like  two  or  three  months. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  heard  these  other  witnesses  testify  that  he 
worked  five  months,  did  you  not. 

Mr.  Brown.  I. did  not  employ  him  any  longer  than  they  came  down. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTien  you  came  down  you  turned  everything  over 
to  Chapman,  did  you  ?      '  *  - 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  And  after  that  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  pay- 
ment or  employment  proposition :  you  were  working  under  Chapman? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  the  boss  in  charge,  or  the  gentlemen  in 
charge  until  Chaj)man  arrived,  were  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown,  "i  on  can  frame  it  in  that  way ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  Indian  interpreters  did  you  employ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Going  down,  there  was  Henry  Murdock 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  take  him  with  you? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;  he  went  with  us. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  his  way? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else  did  you  take  down  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  think  there  was  anyone. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  took  some  other  Indians,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  Some  other  Indians  went. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  pay  their  way,  too? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVlio  did? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  Grinies  pay  it,  if  you  did  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know.    Russell  Johnson  paid  some. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  either  yourself  or  Johnson  or 
Grimes  paid  all  their  fares  down? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  other  Indian  interpreter  did  you  get  down 
there? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  understand. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  another  Indian  interpreter  besides 
Mack  Johnson? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  (Jeorge  Kishketon  work  for  ?. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  interpreted  for  you  people  some,  did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  did  you  stay  there? 

Mr.  Brown.  Where? 
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Senator  Curtis.  Down  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Brown.  About  three  or  four  months. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  you  stay  most  of  the  time  while  you 
were  there? 

Mr.  Brown.  At  Muzquiz,  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  get  out  to  the  Indian  camp  frequently? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  often  did  you  go  there? 

Mr.  Brown.  The  whole  time  I  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  some  trouble  at  first,  did  you  not? 

^rr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir—not  at  first,  either. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Well,  you  had  some  soon  after  you  arrived  there, 
did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Something  like  two  or  three  weeks. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  did  they  keep  you  away  from  there? 

Ah\  Brown.  Three  or  four  days. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  want  to  know  if  you  had  any  cipher  with  refer- 
ence to  dispatches  between  yourself  and  Mr.  Chapman,  or  any  under- 
standing that  you  shoidd  wire  in  a  way  so  that  tlie  public  would  not 
know  the  contents  of  the  telegrams? 

Mr.  Brown.  Not  with  Chapman.  • 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  with  Mr.  Cal  Moore? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  Mr.  Benson? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  Mr.  Conine? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did,  with  Conine. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  got  that  cipher  with  you? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Could  vou  tell  us  the  cipher;  could  you  give  it 
to  us? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir:  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  gotten  up  by  you,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;  myself. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  you  got  it  up  yourself  why  can  you  not  tell  us 
what  it  was? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  what  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  get  up  so  many  that  you  have  forgotten 
them? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  are  not  in  the  habit  of  getting  up  cipher 
dispatches  between  people,  are  you? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  have  any  in  c<mnection  with  any- 
iMKly  else  except  yourself  and  Conine? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  And  yet  you  have  forgotten  and  can  not  tell  this 
committee  what  that  cipher  was? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir:  I  can  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  some  telegrams  and  some  communica- 
tions with  Russell  Johnson,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  How  did  that  happen,  or  what  arrangement  did 
you  make  to  go  back  to  camj)  there  after  you  had  been  shut  out? 
Who  helped  you  to  make  the  arrangement  so  that  you  could  return? 
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Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  done? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  first  find  out  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  tell  anybody  that  the  previous 
orders  had  been  countermanded  and  there  was  no  danger  now  of 
arrest  and  you  could  go  out  to  the  camp? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  might;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  did  you  tell  that  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  there  was  some  danger  prior  to  that  of  ar- 
rest and  you  could  not  go  to  the  camp  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  How  did  you  get  those  restrictions  removed ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  know  they  were  removed.  Who  told  you 
they  were  removed  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  not  Mr.  Outcelt  tell  you ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  go  the  first  night  you  and  he  and  the 
other  boys  went  to  the  camp  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  1  was  in  the  camp  before  Outcelt  came  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  did  he  not  know  the  first  night  you  went  to 
the  camp  after  this  order  was  made  you  were  forbidden  going;  did 
he  not  know  the  first  night  you  went  to  the  camp  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  1  do  not  know  whether  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  there  anything  about  that  transaction  that 
you  would  not  want  to  let  the  public  know  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  CirRTis.  Why  did  you  use  this  language  to  Russell  John- 
son in  your  dispatch  to  him : 

"  Can  not  explain  over  wire.  Previous  order  countermanded. 
No  danger  of  arrest.  We  are  in  camp  with  all  privileges.  Won't 
bring  Murdock." 

Why  did  you  wire  him  that  and  say  you  could  not  explain  over 
the  wire  if  there  was  nothing  in  the  transaction  that  you  did  not 
want  the  public  to  know  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Russell,  Johnson  was  afraid  to  stay  there  at  the  time. 
He  was  afraid  he  would  l)e  arrested  and  thrown  in  jail. 

Senator  Curtis.  So  were  you,  were  you  tiot? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  was  a  little  bit  afraid.    T  did  not  leave,  though. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  remember  some  of  those  Indian  boys  being 
married  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  that  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Indeed  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  when  they  were  married  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  was  not.  I  never  heard  of  any  Indian  boy  being 
married  before. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  hear  that  three  Indians  boys  were 
married  in  the  town  at  Eagle  Pass,  and  affidavits  made  that  they  were 
over  21  years  of  age  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not.  I  never  heard  such  a  statement  made,  to 
my  knowledge. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  if  that  partner  of  yours,  Grimes,  did  it,  you 
do  not  know  anything  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  It  was  done  after 
I  left  there  if  it  was  done  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  worried  about  the  Indians  going  over 
there,  were  you  not?  You  wanted  what  they  call  these  Nacimiento 
Indians  brought  over? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  understand  the  question. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  wanted  one  of  those  other  Kickapoo  Indians, 
those  Mexican  Indians,  brought  over  for  some  purpose,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did;  they  were  of  no  use 
to  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  why  did  (Jrimes  wire  you  that  "  Nacimiento 
needs  no  transport.  Atten(i  to  the  other  man  and  do  a  good  job. 
Will  leave  to-night?" 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  on  the  28d  of  June,  190G? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  wired  Grimes  and  asked  him  to  get  transport 
for  those  people,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  wired  such  a  thing. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  If  you  ha<l  you  would  have  reineml^ered  it,  would 
you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  that  I  would. 
.    Senator  Cirtis.  Did  anything  cause  you  any  trouble  down  there 
with  those  Indians? 

Mr.  Brown.  •They  started  to  give  us  a  little  trouble. 

Senat/or  Curtis.  WTio  did? 

Mr.  Brown.  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else? 

Mr.  Brown.  That  is  the  only  one  I  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  Galan  give  you  trouble? 

Mr.  Brown.  lie  never  bothered  me  much. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  he  bother  you  at  all? 

Mr.  Brown.  At  one  time  in  Ea^le  Pass. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  he  not  give  you  some  trouble  about  these 
Spanish  Indians?  , 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  they  attempted  to  scare  me  w-ith  one  of  those 
Nacimiento  chiefs  once.  He  dressed  up  and  said  he  would  kill  me 
if  I  came  to  the  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  speak  to  the  Indians  through  the 
Spanish  interpreter  that  Galan  was  giving  you  trouble? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recolIe<;t. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  did  you  not  ask  Conine  to  get  you  a  permit 
and  say  Galan  was  preventing  those  Indians  from  coining  over  be- 
cause they  had  no  permit  and  needed  one? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 
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Senator  Curtis.  You  have  a  fair  recollection  of  these  messages 
you  sent?  It  was  the  only  business  vou  had  done  there,  was  it  not? 
You  were  only  down  there  looking  after  land,  were  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  case  of  Outcelt 
down  there  against  this  man  Bentley — having  him  arrested  ?  Do  you 
know  about  Bentley  being  arrested  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  heard  that  he  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  he  was,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brow^n.  I  did  not  know  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  your  prospects  became  bright 
about  the  time  he  was  arrested  ? 
■  Mr.  Brow^n.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  not  about  the  time  that  things  began  to 
look  bright  to  you  people  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  any  brighter  than  they 
were  befoi^e. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  to  Mr.  Chapman  that  they  were? 

Mr.  Brown.  That  the  prospects  were  brighter? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Brow^n.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  on  the  29th  of  June  to  Chapman, 
"  Good  prospects  to-morro>v.  Indians  ready  to  come.  Defendant 
hold^'  them  ns  witnesses;''  that  is,  this  defendant  Bentley?  "Out- 
celt case  l(X)ks  good.'' 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  remember  that  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  kept  Outcelt  advised,  did  you  not,  of  the 
movements  of  the  Americans  down  there? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  to  Mr.  Outcelt  on  the  2d  day 
of  January,  lOCK),  that  the  American  consul,  Mr.  Martin,  ''  will  be 
in  Muzquiz  to-day  ?  '' 

Mr.  Brown.  I  nuiy  have,  but  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  not  so  wire ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  and  Outcelt  were  together 
all  the  time  there  and  in  constant  communication? 

Mr.  Brown.  Indeed,  we  were  not. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  I  low  often  have  you  been  in  his  room? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  have  lx»en  there  several  times. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  have  been  there  fifty  times,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  Maybe  so. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Did  you  have  any  of  those  Indian  women  up 
there-? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not  have  them  up  there. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  had  them  with  Grimes,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  You  had  those  Indian  women  drunk  in  the  back 
room,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not. 
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Senator  Curtis.  You  had  the  women  up  in  the  room  that  was 
occupied  by  yourself  and  Grimes,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  never  giave  them  a  bit  of  whisky  in  my  life. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  saw  Grimes  was  with  them,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  helped  pay  for  the  whisky,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  the  seven  Indians  you  notified  Chap- 
man you  would  start  with,  and  did  you  have  any  trouble  with  them? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  that  I  had  any  trouble  with  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  take  seven  over  to  Eagle  Pass  at  any 
time? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  went  over  there  with  several  once. 
.Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  take  over  seven;  you  know  whether  you 
did  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  There  may  have  been  seven  or  more. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  him  you  had  seven  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  they? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  do  it?  You  remember  whether  you  had 
seven  Indians  with  you  or  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  the  opposition  take  any  Indians  away  from 
Chapman  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  just  heard  that  thoy  did,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  told  you  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  think  Chapman  and  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  thej  tell  you  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  AMien  I  came  to  Eagle  "Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  not  tellyou  before  that? 

Mf.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  not  notif v  you  before  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  whetlier  they  did  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Chapman  wire  you  ""  Opposition  wants  to  see 
you  secure  Indians.    Want  to  see  you  before  I  go?'- 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  tell  us  what  that  dispatch  means  [hand- 
ing telegram  to  witness],  from  Doctor  Conine  to  you,  and  what  the 
date  of  it  is?    That  is  one  of  your  ciphers,  is  it  not  i 

Mr.  Brown.  It  is  July  8,  1906. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  does  that  mean  ? 

Mr.  Brow  N.  July  8,  11)0(>. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  know  that,  but  what  is  the  dispatch. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  can  not  read  it ;  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  do  you  not  know  that  that  is  just  as  simple 
as  the  nose  on  your  face  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know ;  did  you  not  get  it  up.  Now, 
to  read  it  is  to  commence  tail  end  to  and  read  the  words  backward? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  might. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know ;  did  you  not  get  it  up.  Now, 
let  me  tell  you  the  way  to  read  it :  ''  Get  boys.  All's  well.  Duke 
stronger  than  ever.    Will  grant  requests,  and  "hopes  for  future ;  will 
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break  opponents  up  at  all  hazards;  is  favorable  to  Laredo."  You 
could  read  that,  could  you  not,  and  you  did  read  it  there,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not  there ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Cuimd.  You  did  when  you  got  it  at  Muzquiz,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  guess  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  now  you  tell  us  you  got  up  the  code  and  can 
not  tell  us  what  it  is?  Why  did  you  haVe  to  wire  like  that?  A\Tiat 
necessity  was  there  for  you  putting  things  tail  end  to? 

Mr.  Brown.  The  only  thing  in  regard  to  that  was 

Senator  Curtis.  You  thought  the  public  was  so  ignorant  that  they 
could  not  translate  a  simple  cipher  like  that? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  that  I  got  it  up. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  you  got  it  up. 

Mr.  Brown.  I  say  Conine 

Senator  Curtis.  You  thought  that  when  he  spoke  of  the  Duke  that 
was  Guajardo,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  paid  Guajardo  $2,400  for  his  infamous 
conduct,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.    No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  him  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Nothing. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  the  judge? 

Mr.  Brown.  Nothing. 

Senator  Curtis.  I^)ok  at  this  and  see  if  you  can  read  it  to  us,  a 
telegram  that  you  sent  Conine,  another  one  of  your  ciphers.  Can 
you  read  it  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  You  sent  it  yourself  and  vou  can  not  read  it? 
You  sent  that  telegram  to  Conine,  did  you  not  i 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  look  at  it;  is  not  that  j^our  cipher? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  got  it  up.  That  says  "  Chapman  is  coming; 
road  washed  out.  Impossible  to  get  there.  Everything  steady." 
That  dispatch  that  you  thought  nobody  could  translate  but  you  and 
Conine — why  did  you  send  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  To" keep  him  from  getting  hold  of  everything.  He 
was  getting  hold  of  every  telegram  I  sent. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  another  from  Conine  to  Brown.  See  if 
you  can  read  that  to  us  [handing  telegram  to  witness]  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  can  not  read  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  your  own  cipher,  the  one  that  you  manufac- 
tured, the  first  and  only  one  in  your  life,  and  you  can  not  read  it  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  have  forgotten. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  not  read  it  after  I  have  told  you  how  to 
decipher  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  You  have  not  told  me  how. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  I  not  tell  you  to  commence  from  the  tail  end 
and  go  up;  you  commence  with  the  man's  name  and  spell  it  the  wrong 
way,  wrong  end  to.  If  you  spell  Graham,  you  commence  with  "  M '' 
instead  of  "  G."  That  is  how  you  do  it,  and  you  thought  nobody 
could  translate  that.  Why  was  it  necessary  for  you  to  send  those 
kinds  of  messages? 
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Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not  want  Bentley  to  get  hold  of  them  and  read 
them.     He  read  every  one. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  mean  by  this :  "  Opposition.  Have 
agent  working  on  Duke,  lour  continued  absence  may  be  -detri- 
mental."    You  knew  who  the  Duke  was? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  Outcelt  or  was  it  Guajardo? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  Guajardo,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  say  that  you  received  those  dispatches 
from  that  man,  your  partner,  your  paid  agent,  and  do  not  know  to 
whom  he  referi*ed  when  he  was  using  your  own  cipher  ?  Do  you  tell 
this  connnittee  that  and  want  us  to  believe  you  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  who  I  meant  by  the  Duke. 

Senator  Curtis.  "  Opposition.  Have  agent  working  on  Duke. 
Your  continued  absence  may  be  dertimental.  Somebody  get  here 
by  all  means.  Coaches  co  to  Barrateran  to-day,"  signed  Conine. 
You  received  that  dispatch  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  will  not  say  that  j'ou  did  not,  will  you  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  I  can  not  say. 

Senator  Curtis.  No;  you  had  better  not  say.  You  say  that,  and 
the  penitentiarj^  will  stare  you  in  the  face,  because  you  did  get  it. 
Now,  do  you  not  know  that  you  went  down  there  to  deliberately  rob 
those  Indians? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  you  did  not  pay  an  Indian 
one-fourth  of  what  his  land  was  worth? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  you  took  a  deed  down  there 
signed  by  a  woman  who  had  been  dead  for  seven  years? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curits.  You  got  such  a  deed  and  afterwards  transferred 
the  land  back? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Your  own  partners  have  said  that  they  deeded 
the  land  back.  You  took  those  deeds  from  women  who  were  blind, 
did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not  take  a  deed. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Who  did  take  them;  you  helped  to  get  them? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  was  not  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  a  deed  from  that  poor  old  imbecile,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  I  was  not  pres- 
ent when  the  deed  was  taken. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  You  afterwards  had  these  deeds  there  and  have 
profited  by  them,  and  they  are  now  on  record  in  the  name  of  Benson 
m  your  behalf,  one-fourth  interest,  and  you  expect  to  profit  from 
those  deeds,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  Sure. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  would  take  a  deed  from  a  poor  imbecile  who 
did  not  know  anything  about  a  deed? 

ilr.  Brown.  There  was  no  imbecile  Indian  there. 
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Senator  Cirtis.  You  say  there  was  no  imbecile  Indian  in  that 
camp? 

ftlr.  Brown.  I  do. 

Senator  Cuhtis.  You  say  there  was  no  dumb  Indian  in  that  camp  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  say  I  never  saw  a  dumb  Indian  in  that  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  there  was  none  there? 

Mr.  Brow^n.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  one  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  there  was  one. 

Mr.  Brown.  Well,  I  never  saw  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  a  deed  from  him,  too,  you  and  Chap- 
man and  Grimes.  Now,  you  took  those  Indians  land  but  did  not 
pay  them  any  money? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not  pay  them  anything. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  any  money  paid  to  them? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  there  was  no  money  paid 
a  single  Indian  who  signed  a  deed  in  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Where  were  you? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  was  in  Mexico  part  of  the  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  been  interested  in  any  deeds  taken  since 
then? 

Mr.  Brown.  Since  when? 

Senator  Cur'hs.  Since  the  summer  of  1906. 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  down- there  on  the  second  transaction, 
were  you? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  not  down  there  \vith  Garrett? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  not  interested  in  the  Garrett  deal? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  all  of  that  that  you  wanted,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not  have  any  more  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  have  in  the  first  place,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Benson  put  in  all  the  money,  did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;  he  did  not  have  any  more. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  Chapnuin  wire  you  in  July  that  he  would 
give  $5,000  more  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  will  not  say  that  he  did  or  did  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  you  had  some  interest  in  taking  depositions 
down  there,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  do  not  know  what  you  call 
interest. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  interested  in  having  them  taken,  were 
you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  took  an  interest  in  having  Conine  say 
that  they  were  promptly  taken,  did  you  not  ? 
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Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;  I  giiess  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  did  you  and  Chapman  send 
Conine  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect.     I  think  about  $500. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mexican  or  gold  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Gold. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  wire  Chapman  and  Brown  together? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  how  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  did  vou  liot  join  in  a  wire  back  to  him  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  as  to  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Let  me  read  you  the  dispatch  and  maybe  it  will 
refresh  your  memory.  It  is  not  a  very  long  one;  R.  C.  Conine  to 
Chapman  and  Brown,  5-8-07 : 

"Absolutely  necessary  have  First  National  Eagle  Pass  honor  my 
check  $500  to  secure  depositions.  Have  bank  notify  Monclova  bank. 
Will  do  our  best.     Answer  here  quick." 

Do  you  remember  receiving  that  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  remember  receiving  a  telegram  asking  for  $500. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  had  it  wired  back,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  then  you  wired  back  the  money  and  wired 
him  to  represent  your  people  and  use  his  own  judgment  and  do  tht 
best  he  could,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  wired  him  this  kind  of  a  dispatch  May  10, 
1907: 

"Wire  money  on  8th.  Use  your  own  judgment.  We  are  with 
you." 

Why  were  you  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  sending  a  telegram  of  that  kind. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  and  Chapman  did  send  it,  did  you  not? 
Will  you  say  you  did  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir.     I  would  not  say  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  why  did  you  say  "  We  are  with  you." 
Because  he  would  help  you  rob  these  Indians  of  their  land,  did  you 
not  ?     He  was  in  the  same  boat  that  you  were  in. 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  has  some  of  the  deeds,  the  same  as  you  have, 
has  he  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know ;  I  think  he  has. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  he  has.  Why  do  you  not  be  honest 
about  it  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  positively,  because  if  he  did  he  secured 
them  after  we  left  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  came  back  here,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Broavn.  He  secured  the  deeds  after  I  left  there,  if  he  has  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  he  has  deeds? 

Mr.  Brown.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  told  you  he  had,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  did  you  put  in  the  transaction? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not  put  in  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  put  a  dollar  in,  did  you  ?  How  much 
time  did  you  put  in  ? 
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Mr.  Brown.  Three  or  four  months. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  ask  anybody  else  to  go  into  business 
with  you  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  afterwards  have  a  contract  with  Chap- 
man to  go  down  there  and  buy  four  or  five  pieces  of  land  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  had  a  verbal  contract  with  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  thei-e  and  buy  land? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not  go:  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  go? 

Mr.  Brown.  Chapman. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  not  down  there  i 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  were  you  on  July  17,  1906? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  exactly. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  down  at  Muzquiz,  were  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  in  that  neck  of  the  woods,  were  you 
not? 

Mr.  Brown.    I  am  not  sure. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  needed  a  little  money,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  needed  monej^  all  the  time  I  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  wire  anybody  for  money? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  expect  so. 

Senator  Curtis.    Whom  did  you  wire? 

Mr.  Brown.  My  partner. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  wiring  for  money  and 
forgetting  about  it?    Who  is  your  partner? 

Mr.  Brown.  M.  C.  Fleming. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  M.  P.  Brown  ?    Who  is  he  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  My  father. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  him  for  money  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  forgotten  about  that,  had  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  had  forgotten  wiring;  yes,  sir. 
^  Senator  Curtis.  You  fergot  you  wired  him  for  $3,000?    Did  you 
get  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  CmTis.  AATiat  did  you  do  with  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  bought  some  land  with  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  whose  name? 

Mr.  Brown.  Chapman  bought  the  land  there  with  that  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  whose  name  did  you  take  it?  You  say  BensoB 
was  to  furnish  all  the  other  money  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Benson  furnished  all  the  money  before. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  took  this  on  your  own  hook.  How  many 
pieces  did  you  get? 

Mr.  Brown.  1  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Cuims.  How  many  have  you  in  your  own  name  now,  or 
in  your  father's  name  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  have  none  in  my  fathers  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  whose  name  have  you  got  the  land  that  you 
bought  with  this- money  received  in  respon.se  to  vour  dispatch  of 
July  17,1906: 
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"M.  P.  Brown.  Have  your  bank  wire  First  National  Bank  Eagle 
Pass  $3,000  to  my  credit/' 

Mr.  Brown.  He  wired  the  money  to  my  credit  there  and  we  bought 
land  with  it,  and  in  the  meantime  there  was  some  more  money  com- 
ing from  Benson  and  we  put  it  back,  and  the  money  I  put  in  the  land 
was  put  in  later  when  Chapman  went  back  th^  next  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  have  nothing  for  yourself? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  have  you  in  your  own  name? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  have  none  in  my  own  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  whose  name  did  you  take  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  Chapman  took  it  in  his  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  no  outside  dealings  then? 

Mr.  Brow^n.  No,  sir;  only  Chapman  and  I. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  a  deed  to  Chapman  and  yourself,  you 
mean  ?  * 

Mr.  Brown.  It  is  an  undivided  one-half  interest. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  got  a  little  uneasy  down  there  about  the 
27th  of  July — about  the  time  you  got  that  money  from  Benson,  did 
you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Read  your  own  dispatch  to  Benson,  Shawnee: 
"  Everything  in  the  air.  Will  be  home  on  first  train."  You  sent 
that  dispatch? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  say  you  did  not? 

Mr.  Brown.   No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  send  any  descriptions  or  any  wires  to 
Conine  as  to  the  property  of  any  Indian  in  August? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  notVecollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  wire  you  and  ask  you  to? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  the  letter  you  received  from  Conine 
written  to  you  on  the  6th  of  August,  1906  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  do  with  it? 

Mr.  Brown.   I  do  not  recollect.    I  do  not  recollect  receiving  one. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  you  received  it  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Let  me  refresh  your  memorv.  Conine  wires  you  on 
the  6th  of  August :  "  Wire  number  and  description  of  Po-ho-"no-no- 
co-the  (Pah-pah-me-na-ko-the).  Allotment  yet  unsold;  go  to  Eagle 
Pass  to-morrow ;  Bentley  get  if  do  not."  Did  you  get  that  dispatch 
from  him? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  say  w^hether  you  did  or  did  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir.   " 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  get  a  wire  from  Conine  with  reference 
to  the  situation  there  in  August,  as  follows : 

"Muzquiz,  August  6,  1906.  A.  J.  Brown,  Shawnee,  Okla.,  by 
way  Ciudad  Porfirio,  Diaz.  Situation  bum  here;  land  best  price; 
let  have  at  cost;  then  have  to  help  to  protect  self;  wrote  to-day. 
R.  C.  Conine." 

You  got  that  letter,  did  you  not  ? 
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Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  get  that  letter,  and  in  response  to 
that  wire  him  that  that  letter  had  cleared  up  the  situation,  and  that 
you  now  understood  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  getting  this  dispatch  from  Co- 
nine on  August  10,  1906:  "Come  help  or  I  leave  immediately; 
something  here;  do  you  want  it?" 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  say  you  did  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  say  you  did  not  receive  it  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  This  is  from  Conine  to  you,  and  then  did  you  not 
wire  back  on  the  11th,  after  receiving  that  letter  on  the  6th:  "  Just 
received  letter;  I  understand  all  that  makes  things  look  better." 
What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  sent  it,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Senator  Citrtis.  Will  you  say  you  did  not  send  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Can  you  tell  this  committee  that  you  do  not 
recollect ;  do  you  tell  your  neighbors  here  that  *you  do  not  recol- 
lect it? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Chapman  ask  you  to  send  him  an  interpreter 
in  August? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect.  ' 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  do  you  not  know  he  wired  you  on  the  18th 
of  August:  "No  interpreter  here;  can  not  do  anything  without  one. 
Come  with  Henry  Murdock  at  once.  Wire  when  coming."  Did 
you  not  get  that  dispatch  from  him? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  afterwards  secured  an  interpreter,  did  you 
not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Did  you  not  get  Joe  Whipple? 

Mr.  Brown.  Joe  Whipi)le  was  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  get  him  to  go? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  him  this,  August  20,  1906; 
"  I  can  not  possibly  come.  Can't  get  Murdock  to  come.  Can  send 
Joe  Whipple  and  Grimes  to-morrow,  if  satisfactory.  Whipple  is 
the  best  m  town.     Answer."    Did  j^ou  not  send  that  dispatcli? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  yon  not  send  that  dispatch  from  here  to 
Chapman,  who  was  at  Muzauiz? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  say  you  did  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  send  him  another  one  on  the  same 
day :  "  Can  not  possibly  get  Murdock.     Thackery  guardian.     Will 
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get  Joe  Whipple  if  I  can.  I  can  not;  impossible.  They  will  send 
Grimes  if  satisfactory.    Answer."    Did  you  send  that  dispatch? 

Mr.  Bkown.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  about  that  time  Grimes  and  Chapman  were 
not  on  very  good  terms,  were  they? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  do  you  not  know  they  were  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  not  heard  Chapman  say  so? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  you  hear  him  say  on  the  stand  to-day  that 
he  did  not  like  his  conduct? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  did  you  not  wire  him  that  you  could  not  use 
him  down  there  at  all?  On  the  20th  of  August  you  received  this 
dispatch :  "  Don't  understand  telegram.  Can  not  Grimes  at  all." 
Dia  you  receive  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  understand  you  wired  to  your  father  to  wire  $3,000 
to  your  credit  down  there? 

Mr.  Brown.  He  sent  $3,000;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  when  you  and  Chapman  and  Grimes  were 
working  together,  after  Chapman  had  gone  out? 

Mr.  Brown.  Y&,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  With  that  $3,000  vou  boui^ht  how  many  pieces  of 
land? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  exactly  know  how  many  pieces  of  land  there 
were  that  I  bou^jht  with  that. 

Mr.  I^mbry.  All  but  the  three  you  bought  at  that  time  were  bought 
with   that   $3,000? 

Mr.  Brown.  Xo,  sir;  it  was  not  used  in  that  land  that  I  have  now 
at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  use  this  $3,000  that  your  father  wired  you 
there  to  buy  land  with? 

Mr.   Brown.  Yes,  sir;    I   did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  is  that  land  that  you  bought;  what  land  did 
j^ou  buy  with  that  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  exactly  the  numl)ers  of  it;  but 
afterwards  some  money  was  sent  down  and  T  transferred  that  land 
into  the  company,  and  the  land  that  I  have  now  was  bought  after  I 
came  back  here  and  Chapman  went  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  this  $3,000,  the  land  that  was  bought  with  that, 
was  transferred  to  the  Benson  company? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  And  your  father  was  repaicl  from  that  source? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir.  Afterwards,  when  Chapman  went  down, 
he  secured  some  more  land,  he  bought  some  more  land,  and  drew  on 
me  for  the  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  want  you  to  separate  the  transactions  when  you  and 
Benson  and  Grimes  and  Chapman  were  cooperating  from  the  trans- 
actions when  you  and  Chapman  and  Grimes  were  cooperating. 
Now,  did  you  wire  your  father  for  these  $3,000  from  the  Benson 
undertaking  or  from  the  later  undertaking? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  did  it  under  the  Benson  undertaking. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Then  it  belongs  to  the  Benson  transaction,  your 
father's  money,  the  $3,000? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  Was  your  father  repaid  that  $3,000? 

Mr.  Brown.  Benson  paid  him  the  money  back  and  took  the  land 
that  he  bought  with  that  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  paid  your  father? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir.  Afterwards  when  Chapman  went  back  down 
there  he  bought  five  pieces  of  the  land,  I  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  money  paid  for  these  five  pieces? 

Mr.  Brown.  Grimes  paid  for  two  and  I  paid  for  those  two  pieces 
and  a  fraction  of  a  piece. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  pay  for  these  three  pieces  and  a  fraction  out 
of  the  funds  which  j'ou  received  from  Benson  and  Company  in  the 
adjustment  of  the  land  that  your  fathers  $3,000  bought? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  the  understanding  between  you  and  your 
father  when  you  went  there  as  to  his  furnishing  you  money  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  had  no  understanding  with  him  at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  your  father  interested  in  your  undertaking  busi- 
ness at  all? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Had  you  no  arrangement  with  him  to  furnish  money 
at  all? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  had  not.  When  Mr.  Tack  Grimes  came  down  he 
aaid,  "  Your  father  has  sold  $21,000  worth  of  property  on  Grand 
avenue.    Have  you  not  any  wire  about  it  ? " 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  then  that  you  wired  for  the  $3,000? 

Mr-   Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  you  bought  this  land  and  turned  that  into  the 
Benson  company  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  consideration  of  that  land  the  Benson  company 
paid  you  how  much? 

Mr.  Brown.  The  money  back. 

Mr.  Embry.  Which  your  father  had  put  in? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  it  was  that  money  which  you  and  Chapman  and 
Grimes  later  used  in  buying — that  is,  in  paying  yours  and  Chap- 
man's part  of  the  later  transaction  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  ever  give  your  father  a  mortgage  on  any  of 
this  land  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  They  gave  him  a  note,  and  it  seems  as  though  we  gave 
him  a  mortgage,  but  I  am  not  sure.  I  think  later  we  took  the  mort- 
gage off. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  paid  it,  did  you? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  I  just  took  up  the  mortgage;  I  did  not  want 
the  mortgage  on  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Your  father  released  the  mortgage? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  he  has  no  claim  or  equity  in  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  does  not  expect  nnyf 
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Mr.  Brown.  Xo,  sir;  not  a  dollar. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  men  hold  it  free  from  that  claim  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  made  other  arrangements  to  pay  him,  have 
you? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  arrangements  have  you  made  to  pay  him  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  We  gave  him  a  note.  Chapman  and  I. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  he  accepted  it  in  lieu  of  any  claim  on  this  land? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  is  the  state  of  it  now,  is  it? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  at  Sahinas  at  the  time  Okemah  and  other 
Indians  attempted  to  get  on  the  train  one  morning — that  is,  the  train 
going  to  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  was  coming  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  what  direction? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  was  going  toward  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Embry.  When  was  that? 

Mr.  Brown.  Some  time  in  July. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  the  Indian  Okemah? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  just  know  him  when  I  see  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  remember  a  time  when  some  Indians  were 
arrested  and  taken  back  to  Sabinas  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;  I  understood  some  were  arrested. 

Mr.  Emery.  They  were  on  the  train  with  you  as  you  came  up  that 
morning? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect.  There  were  some  Indians.  I  was 
coming  out  with  some  Indians  to  take  deeds  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  Doctor  Conine  with  you? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Had  you  and  Conine  got  off  the  train  at  Sabinas? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes.  sir;  we  got  off  there  for  breakfast. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  get  back  on  the  train  in  time  to  go  to 
Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Brown.  They  always  stopped  thirty  minutes  for  breakfast, 
and  the  train  pulled  out  and  left  us  and  several  others  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  George  Outcelt  on  that  train? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  George  Outcelt  at  Sabinas  that  day? 

Mr.  Brown.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  Sabinas? 

Mr.  Brown.  T  think  I  stayed  until  that  evening  train  and  went 
back. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  go  back  on  that  evening  train? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;  to  Barroteran. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  tho^^e  Indians  arrested  that  day? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  think  there  were  some  held  ther?  for  something. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Conine  go  back  with  you? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  long  about  the  oth,  Gtlu  or  7th  of  July  or  the 
forepart  of  July? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;  along  about  the  first  part  of  July. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Can  you  fix  it  with  reference  to  whether  or  not  there 
was  any  change  in  the  weather? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  raining  very  heavily  1  know,  because 
Conine  went  on  back  to  Muzquiz  and  I  went  on  back  from  Barroteran 
to  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  go  back  as  far  as  Barroteran? 

Mr.  Brown.  That  night  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  stopped  there  and  returned  to  Eagle  Pass 
the  next  day  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Field  that  evening  going  south  to 
Barroteran? 

Mr.  Brown.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  were  von  taking  those  Indians  out  to  Eagle  Pass 
for? 

Mr.  Brown.  Just  to  take  deeds.     They  wanted  to  give  us  deeds. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  Indians  were  they? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect. 

ilr.  P^MBRY.  How  many  were  there? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  the  numl)er. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  the  Indian  Okemah? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  know  him  when  I  see  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  s*»e  him  at  Eagle  Pass  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  whetlier  I  did  or  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understocnl  those  Indians  were  arrested  and  de- 
tained there,  did  you  i 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir:  I  understood  thev  were  detained. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  you  and  Conine  st*iy  at  Sabinas  that  day 
after  missing  your  train  in  the  morning? 

Mr.  Brown.  I'ntil  the  evening  train  went  back. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  hour  was  that? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect — 8  or  9  o'clock. 

Mr.  Embry.  IIow  many  hotels  were  there  at  Sabinas? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  Cal  Moore  at  Sabinas  that  day? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  about  those  checks  delivered  at  Guajardo's 
house.  At  the  time  those  deeds  were  given  in  the  Benson-Chapman 
matter  did  you  know  anything  about  those  checks  being  delivered  to 
Conine? 

Mr.  Brown.  Xo,  sir;  not  that  I  saw.    I  was  not  out  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  were  you  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  was  in  town  I  think  some  place. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  were  you  doing? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  was  just  uptown.  I  never  was  in  Guajardo's  place 
in  my  life.     I  onlv  i)assed  by  it  on(*e. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wlio  were  with  you  uptown;  anyone? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  was  there  with  Chapman,  and  the  rest  of  the  boys 
had  gone  out  to  the  camp. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  camp? 

Mr.  Brown.  The  Indian  camp. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  talking  about  the  time  the  deeds  were  supposed 
to  be  taken  at  Guajardo's  house.  Do  you  know  where  you  were  at 
that  time? 
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'Ml.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  in  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embrt.  Do  you  remember  any  Americans  who  were  there  at 
Muzquiz  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  were  they? 

Mr.  Brown.  Outcelt  and  Clark. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  were  they;  at  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Brown.  They  were  around  that  day. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  never  at  Guajardo's  house  in  your  life? 

Mr.  Brown.  Never  in  my  life:  only  passed  there  and  stopped 
one  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  understand  that  the  deeds  were  taken  at 
Guajardo's  house — two  deeds? 

Mr.  Brown.  Not  until  that  evenin«:  that  they  came  in  with  those 
six  deeds;  I  did  not  know  that  they  had  taken  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  not  understand  that  deeds  were  taken  there 
on  two  occasions? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  now,  but  I  did  not  then. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  did  you  learn  that? 

Mr.  Brown.  After  they  came  back  that  evening.  They  said  they 
had  taken  them  at  (Tuaiardo's  house. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  anytliin<r  to  do  with  the  buying  of  this 
Mexican  land  down  there  for  those  Indians  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Something  was  said  a  while  ago  about  women  being 
in  Outcelt's  room;  do  j'ou  know  anything  about  that? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  have  seen  women  u,p  there;  yes,  sir;  in  all  the 
rooms. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  what  occasions  did  you  see  women  up  there? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  recollect  any  occasion.  People  would  come 
up  going  backward  and  forward. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  kind  of  a  hotel  is  that?  Ts  there  an  apartment 
upstairs^ 

Mr.  Brown.  There  are  about  6  or  7  great  big  double  rooms. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  ever  in  Outcelt's  room? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  any  other  persons  in  the  house  who  had  rooms? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  several  Indians  up  there. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  What  would  they  be  doing? 

Mr.  Brown.  They  would  be  in  there  talking  to  Outcelt. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  it  was  about? 

Mr.  Brown.  One  day  Outcelt  was  taking  some  statements  from 
some  Indian.  lie  was  taking  his  statement  and  writing  it  down, 
and  also  Clark  was  attempting  to  pay  him  some  money  that  the 
Government  owed  him. 

The  Chairman.  Who  was? 

Mr.  Brown.  Outcelt  had  some  rolls  or  something  for  them  to  sign. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  lease  money? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  understood  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  ever  see  any  drunken  Indians  up  there? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  have  seen  drunken  Indians,  but  not  in  their  room; 
no,  sir.' 
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Mr.  Embry.  Did  Indians  board  over  there  in  any  of  those  rooms? 

Mr.  Brown.  They  slept  up  there;  there  were  rooms  up  there 
which  they  occupied  and  paid  for. 

Mr.  Embry.    Did  you  sleep  in  that  building? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  slept  in  the  building  in  the  back  end;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  from  Outcelt's  room  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  think  the  fii'st  or  second  room  from  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  of  any  American  having  an  Indian 
woman  or  women  up  there  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Or  being  in  the  room  with  Indian  women  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  think  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Or  sleeping  with  them? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  go  in  Itachel  Kirk's  or  any  other  Indian 
woman's  room  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Bro\vn.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  any  other  fellows  in  those  rooms  with 
those  women  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recollect  if  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  Thackery  down  there  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  times? 

Mr.  Brown.  Several  times. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  him  up  at  the  Indian  camp? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;   one  time.     One  time  he  came  in  in  the 
evening.     He  did  not  stay  long. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why? 

Mr.  Brown.  He  came  there  and  gave  us  an  order  to  go  away  from 
there. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  were  there  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  you  happen  to  be  there? 

ilr.  Brown.  I  had  been  out  there  several  times  before  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  Mr.  Thacker}'  doing  there?     Did  he  talk 
with  the  Indians  any  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir;  he  said  he  was  there  to  paj'  them  their 
lease  money. 

The  Chairman.   Thackery  said  that? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Mr.  George  Outcelt  or  Mr.  Thackery  aid  an 
of  vou  men  in  buving  land  down  there  or  inducing  Indians  to  se 
land? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  they  did  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Or  in  taking  whisky  or  intoxicants  to  those  camps? 

Mr.  Bbown.  I  never  saw  them  take  a  bit  of  whisky  or  intoxicants 
in  the  camp  in  my  life. 

Mr.  Embry.  Or  inducing  Indians  to  frequent  saloons? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  out    with   a   Mexican   policeman  one 
night  nearly  all  night,  were  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  you  looking  for? 

Mr.  Brown.  M.  J.  Bent  ley,  I  believe. 

Senator  Curtis.  This  gentleman  here? 

Mr.  Brown.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  find  him,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  we  hunted  for  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  a  couple  of  Indian  girls,  Kee-ah- 
tho-com-o-quah  and  Pem-me-pah-ho-me-ah-quah,  Ah-kes-kuck's 
daughters?     Do  you  know  those  girls? 

An'.  Bro\\^\  No,  sir: 

Senator  Ci  irris.  Do  you  know  Chapman  got  deeds  from  both  of 
those  girls? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  have  heard  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  are  both  minors,  are  they  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  They  are  both  under  18  years  of  age,  are  they  not? 

Mr.  Brown.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Cirtis.  It  is  so  shown  by  the  rolls. 

Mr.  Brown.  Well,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  that  poor  old  Indian  being 
arrested  down  there  on  the  charge  of  murder? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  one  that  you  found  one  time  in 
charge  of  a  policeman  who  was  charged  with  having  murdered  a  man, 
and  you  lielped  get  him  out  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  !No,  sir;  I  never  saw  one  in  that  fix;  emphatically  no. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  remeniber  that  an  old  Indian  was 
charged  with  killing  Chah-ko-sot  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Indeed,  there  was  not — not  to  my  knowledge. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  the  policeman  turn  him  over  to  you  and 
Conine  or  (irimes,  and  you  took  him  over  to  Eagle  Pass,  and  when 
he  gave  a  deed  to  you  people  for  what  he  thought  was  one  piece  and 
you  included  seven,  you  turned  him  over  $8,000  for  seven  pieces,  and 
then  he  was  discharged,  and  there  was  never  anything  more  done 
about  the  murder  charge,  and  the  man  he  was  charged  with  killing 
was  alive  and  is  still  living? 

Mr.  Brown.  No,  sir;  no  such  charge  as  that  was  ever  made. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  resorted  to  a  good  many  things,  but  you  did 
not  resort  to  that  ? 

Mr.  Brown.  Indeed,  I  did  not  resort  to  that. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused,  and  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.  the  sub- 
committee took  a  recess  until  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

ArrER    RECESS — NIGHT    SESSION. 

The  committee  reassembled  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

C.  M.  CADE,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  vour  name? 

Mr.  Cade.  C.  M.  Cade. 

Senator  Citrtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

ilr.  Cade.  Shawnee,  Okla. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  vou  lived  in  Sliawnee? 
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Mr.  (\\DE.  Twelve  years. 

Senator  CrRTis.  ^NHiat  is  your  business? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  am  in  the  banking  business. 

Senator  Cirtis.  How  lonp  have  you  been  in  the  banking  business? 

Mr.  Cade.  Six  or  seven  years. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Have  you  been  in  Shawnee  all  that  time? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  bank  is  a  State  national  bank,  is  it  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  is  president  of  that? 

Mr.  Cade.  Willard  Johnston. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  his  lifetime  was  Russell  Johnson  employed 
in  that  bank? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir:  as  cashier. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  a  national  bank,  is  it  i 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

wSenator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  committee  if  you 
remember  Russell  Johnson  during  the  year  1900  going  to  Mexico 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  from  the  Kicking  Kickapoo  Indians 
certain  lands  which  they  owned  in  Oklahoma  in  this  and  adjoining 
counties? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  About  what  time  did  he  leave  here? 

^fr.  Cade.  T  think  along  in  June:  I  am  not  sure  about  dates. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  he  leave  early  in  June  or  the  last  of  May? 

Mr.  Cade.  He  might  have  done  it ;  I  am  not  sure  about  the  date. 

^Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  upcm  whose  reconnnendation  he 
went  there,  or  what  agreement,  if  any,  there  was  in  respect  to  that 
matter? 

Mr.  Cade.  lie  went  upon  the  recommendation  of  Willard  John- 
ston and  myself. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  agreement  or  understanding? 

Mr.  Cade.  The  understanding  was  that  he  was  to  go  there  and 
buy  some  of  this  land  when  that  bill  was  signed  by  the  President. 

^senator  Ci  inis.  He  was"  your  agent,  was  he^ 

Mr.  (\ade.  Yes,  sir:  he  was  our  agent. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  of  course  all  the  deeds  you  got  are  based 
upon  his  action  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who,  if  anybody,  was  ass<K*iated  with  him  or 
aided  and  assisted  him  in  getting  deeds  there? 

Mr.  Cade.  L.  C.  Grimes  went  along  with  him. 

Senator  CI'Rtis.  Did  he  have  any  interest  with  you  people? 

Mr.  Cade.  He  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  his  interest  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  One  had  the  same  interest  as  the  other. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  how  were  the  lands  to  be  divided? 

Mr.  Cade.  He  was  to  acquire  some  of  that  land  and  if  any  profit 
was  made  he  was  to  share  in  that  profit. 

Senator  Curtis.  Grimes  had  a  little  deal  of  his  own,  did  he  not? 
Do  you  know  anything  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

18029— vol  2—07 9 


830  AFFAIBS   OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  when  he  went  down  there  with 
Russell  Johnson,  representing  yourself  and  Willard  Johnston,  that 
he  was  also  interested  with  Chapman  and  Benson  and  Brown,  do 
you? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  think  that  right  early — I  do  not  think  there  were 
so  many  in  it  at  the  start,  u  e  were  among  the  first  that  made  the 
arrangements. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  were  not  in  with  Benson,  were  you? 

Mr.  Cade.     No,  sir. 

Senator  Citrtis.  You  were  not  in  with  Chapman,  were  you? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  Brown? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  did  not  want  to  be  held  responsible  for  their 
conduct,  did  you? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  and  we  instructed  our  agent  to  make  no  com- 
bination or  have  anything  to  do  with  anybody  except  to  go  ahead 
and  buy  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  did  you  instruct? 

Mr.  Cade.  Russell  Johnscm. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  give  (irimes  anv  instructions? 

Mr.  Cade.  Not  anv  more  than  he  was  going  along  and  knew  the 
country  and  the  Indians.     Russell  Johnson  did  not  know  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  TIow  long  were  vou  people  buving  land  down 
there? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  do  not  know:  it  must  have  been  six  weeks. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  the  date  of  the  last  title  you  have? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  can  not  tell  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  understand  that  Mr.  (irimes  was  an  equal  part- 
ner with  you  in  the  proceeds? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  there  four  of  you  or  three  in  that  combi- 
nation? 

Mr.  Cade.  Four  only;  nol>ody  else. 

Senator  Curtis.  C.  M.  Cade,  Russell  Johnson,  Willard  Johnston, 
and  L.  C.  Grimes? 

Mr.   Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Who  furnislied  the  monev? 

Mr.  Cade.  Willard  Johnston  and  C.  M.  Cade. 

Senator  Ci'xtis.  How  much  did  you  furnish? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  had  $r).000  that  I  wanted  to  put  in  it,  but  T  think  it 
ran  over  that;  probably  $5,500. 

Senator  Citrtis.  How  much  did  Johnston  put  into  it  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  The  same  amount,  I  think:  probably  he  bought  a  piece 
or  two  outside.    With  that  I  had  nothincr  to  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  whose  name  were  the  titles  taken? 

Mr.  Cade.  Different  ones;  Willard  Johnston  some  and  some  in  my 
own. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  take  the  name  of  anybody  outside  t 

Mr.  Cade.  There  may  have  been  something  deeded  to  Grimes,  but 
I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  was  the  money  paid  to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Cade.  Through  the  bank. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  bank? 
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Mr.  Cade.  The  First  National  Bank  at  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Ctnrris.  What  did  you  do;  send  checks  to  Russell  John- 
son? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  sent  drafts  to  Russell  Johnson. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  deeds  have  you  that  were  taken  under 
that  agreement? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  have  probably  seven  deeds  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  turn  them  over  to  the  com- 
mittee for  a  few  minutes  and  we  will  see  tl\at  they  are  returned  to 
you. 

Mr.  Cade.  There  are  some  papers  which  you  do  not  want,  of 
course. 

Senator  Curtis.  We  do  not  care  about  the  affidavits.  You  mean, 
do  you  not,  that  the  draft  which  you  sent  to  Russell  Johnson  was 
sent  to  him  alone? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  money  was  paid  by  the  bank  to  the 
Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  are  guessing  at  that,  are  you  not? 

Mr.  Cade.  Xo,  sir ;  I  am  not  guessing  at  it. 

Senator  Cirtis.  There  was  not  $1,000  of  that  $40,000  paid  there  by 
your  men  that  was  drawn  out  by  these  Indians — not  $1,000  of  it. 
The  committee  have  the  checks  that  were  forged  to  draw  the  money 
out  of  those  banks.  That  is  why  I  do  not  want  you  to  state  that 
you  know  it  was  paid  to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Cade.  I  am  not  telling  you  that  it  was  paid  except  in  this 
way.  I  know  that  Russell  Johnson  never  told  mo  a  lie  in  his  life. 
I  know  he  told  me  that  the  bank  paid  this  money  out  to  the  Indians 
and  that  the  Indians  received  every  dollar  that  those  deeds  called 
for.     That  is  all  I  know. 

Senator  Cirtis.  All  you  know  is  what  he  told  you? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  Indians  received  a 
dollar  or  not,  personally? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  description  in  a 
single,  solitary  deed  was  read  to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Cade.  Xo  more  than  what  I  have  been  told.  I  relied  abso- 
lutely on  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  to  what  schemes  either  Russell 
Johnson  or  Grimes  resorted  to  get  those  deeds,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  was  not  there ;  no,  sir.  I  just  simply  gave  them  the 
money  and  told  them  to  buy  the  lands. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  they  were  your  agents? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  consideration,  if  you  know,  that 
was  paid  for  the  land  of  Ah-she-nenne  ?  You  know  nothing  except 
what  is  mentioned  in  the  de^d  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  That  is  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  see  the  consideration  mentioned  in  that  deed  is 
$800.     You  know  that  land,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir ;  I  can  not  say  I  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  land  is  worth  at  least 
$2,800? 
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Mr.  Cade.  I  do  not  know  what  piece  it  is. 

Senator  Cuirns.  It  is  the  E.  i  SE.  1  sec.  2,  T.  11,  R.  2.  Your  deed 
says  you  got  that  land  for  $800.  Now,  you  know  that  land  to  be 
worth  from  $2,800  to  $3,000,  do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  have  never  seen  those  two  pieces  of  land,  before  or 
after. 

Senator  Cruris.  Now,  if  that  land  is  actually  worth  $2,800,  it  is 
hardly  fair,  is  it,  for  you  to  get  it  for  $vSOO? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  did  not  intend  to  buy  anything  without  paying  what 
it  was  worth,  and  what  it  was  worth  I  did  not  know.  The  money 
was  sent  there  for  the  purpose  of  buying  the  land. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  You  do  not  know  that  your  agents  took  Indians 
from  Mexico  and  put  them  (m  the  train — just  hustled  them  over  to 
Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz  and  took  them  off  the  train  and  put  them  in 
coaches  and  took  them  over  to  a  wagon  yard  and  locked  them  up  like 
horses  and  sheep  and  kept  them  there  drunk,  do  you? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Ciktis.  That  is  the  way  these  deeds  were  secured? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  can  not  believe  it. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  You  would  have  to  disbelieve  all  the  people  in 
Eagle  Pass  wlio  testified  if  you  do  not  believe  that. 

Sir.  Cade.  T  do  not  believe  that  tlie  bankers  down  there  will  say 
but  what  they  paid  this  money. 

Senator  Cirtis.  It  is  not  a  question  of  paying  the  money  out;  it 
is  the  way  they  got  the  deeds. 

Mr.  Cade.  I  do  not  believe  Russell  Johnson  would  do  anything 
of  the  kind. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  never  knew  of  Russell  Johnson  drinking, 
did  you  ? 

Mr.  (^ade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  never  knew  of  his  associatin*;  with  people 
that  did  drink? 

Mr.  Cade.  lie  associated  with  a  Christian  class  of  people  here. 
He  was  a  church  member  himself.  He  was  never  accused  of  any- 
thin  ir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  never  heard  of  this  man  Grimes? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  have  known  him;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  that  he  is  a  pretty  tough  character, 
do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  We  have  had  lots  of  dealings  with  Grimes  in  the  way  of 
banking. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  know  him  to  be  a  tough  character,  do  vou 
not? 

JVIr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cfrtis.  You  know  that  a  few  years  ago  he  was  simply  a 
sand  hauler  up  here,  and  now  he  is  a  rich  man? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir.    I  do  not  know  that. 

So!i{itor  Cirtis.  You  know  he  has  killed  several  people  up  in 
Harrah,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  do  not  know  those  things. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  never  heard  of  them ? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  never  heard  of  him  being  in  trouble ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  (^irtis.  Now,  here  is  a  deed  from  Ah-ten-y-tuck  and  wife, 
Quo-ta-quah,  to  Mr.  Willard  Johnston.   The  consideration  is  $1,000. 
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The  interpreter  was  William  Murdock.  Do  you  know  anything  about 
William  Murdock  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  just  know  him.  that  is  all. 

Senator  Ciktis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  condition  while 
he  was  down  there? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Citrtis.  You  do  not  know  he  was  drinking  all  the  time? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  notice  a  mortgage  dated  August  21,  1906,  L.  C. 
Grimes  and  wife  to  Willard  Johnston  and  C.  M.  Cade.  How  did 
you  come  to  take  that  mortgage? 

Mr.  Cade.  They  bought  the  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did? 

Mr.  Cade.  Grimes,  I  suppose,  that  piece. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  he  gave  you  $4,?50  for  a  piece  of  land  that 
cost  you  $1,000? 

Mr.  Cade.  Well,  I  think  it  cost  more  than  that.  I  do  not  know 
what  it  c«ost. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  the  consideration  mentioned  in  the 
deed.    You  did  not  pay  any  more  than  that,  did  you? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;    I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  hardly  fair  and  just  between  man  and 
man,  is  it? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it  until  the  property 
was  bought. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  are  a  good  business  man,  and  know  that  if 
I  came  to  yon  with  a  deed  in  which  there  is  a  consideration  of  $800 
for  land  worth  $4,500,  that  1  have  not  got  that  deed  squarely  and 
fairly.  You  are  a  good  enough  business  man  to  know  that,  are  you 
not?"^ 

Mr.  Cade.  In  one  sense,  yes:  and  in  another  sense,  no.  I  did  not 
know  what  that  land  was  worth  when  it  was  bought.  Take  the 
lands  when  the  restrictions  were  removed,  and  they  might  have 
bought  those  lands  for  less  than  they  were  worth;  I  do  not  know. 
If  Mr.  Johnston  had  paid  more  for  it,  it  would  have  been  satisfactory 
to  me.    I  was  not  a  judge. 

Senator  Cirtis.  What  connection  had  Graham  with  your  busi- 
ness? 

Mr.  Cade.  None. 

Senator  Curtis.  None  at  all? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir.  Nobody  but  these  four  parties  that  I  have 
mentioned. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  thev  hire  anv  agents  or  assistants  down 
there? 

Mr.  Cade.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  You  received  bills  from  them,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Cade.  We  just  sent  the  money  there  in  a  sum,  and  it  was  used 
by  Russell  Johnson  and  checked  out  with  instructions  to  see  it  was 
pVoperly  paid  over,  which  he  told  me  afterwards  he  had  done.  * 

Senator  Curtis.  You  trusted  Russell  Johnson  wholly  in  the  matter, 
did  you? 

Mr.   Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You   did   not   send   any   to   Grimes,   did   you? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  know  at  that  time  that  Mr.  Grimes 
was  working  with  you  and  your  people,  and  also  working  with  Mr. 
Chapman  and  Mr.  Benson,  of  the  otner  bank,  did  you? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  but  I  believed  this,  that  the  Indians  got  that 
money.  I  think  the  parties  who  were  down  there  testified  to  that. 
I  was  not  there.  I  do  not  believe  Russell  Johnson  would  rob  any 
man. 

Senator  Curtis.-  He  is  dead  now,  and  we  will  not  say  anything 
about  him.  You  have  a  deed  from  Pah-pah-she  and  Ko-ke-kesh. 
Did  you  sell  that  land? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  can  not  tell  you.  We  sold  two  or  three  pieces,  but 
each  one  of  us  owned  a  piece. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  made  no  effoi-t,  did  you,  to  asceiiain  what 
the  value  of  that  land  was  after  you  got  your  deeds  from  those  gen- 
tlemen? .  "^  ' 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir;  some  effort  was  made  then. 

Senator  Cuktis.  What  has  been  j^our  profit  on  that  land  already? 

Mr.  Cade.  Well,  not  very  much.  I  do  not  know  how  much.  We 
sold  one  piece  to  Smith  and  another  piece  for  $000. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  are  a  pretty  good  judge  of  values,  are  yoir? 
You  know  this  Kickapoo  land  well,'  do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  am  not  as  good  a  judge  as  some  other  people  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  know  that  the  land  that  you  people 
and  the  Garrett  people  and  the  Grimes  people — I  mean  both  of  these 
Grimeses — claimed  to  have  paid  $80,000  for  was  worth  over 
$300,000? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  never  figured  on  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  think  that  is  a  square  deal  to  the  Indians 
or  anybody  else? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  believe  that  our  deal  was  square  with  the  Indians  at 
the  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  think  that  a  deal  where  you  get  the  land 
that  was  worth  $4,000  for  $1,000  was  a  square  deal  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  do  not  know  wliat  it  was  worth. 

Senator  Cc  rtis.  Do  you  think  you  can  afford  to  stand  for  a  trans- 
action of  that  kind  where  an  Indian  gets  $000  for  land  worth  $2,000? 

Mr.  Cade.  After  the  bill  passed  Congress  T  thought  it  was  our 
privilege  to  go  in  and  buy  the  land.  It  did  not  make  any  difference  to 
me  what  he  paid — I  had  just  so  much  money  to  invest. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  You  do  not  want  to  say  that  j'^ou  do  not  care? 
If  you  wanted  to  buy  a  piece  of  land  from  an  Indian  you  would 
want  to  give  him  somewhere  what  it  was  worth  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  have  always  put  in  my  bid  with  other  people  and  have 
never  protested. 

Senator  Curits.  Have  you  made  any  effort  to  pay  the  difference 
between  what  you  paid  and  the  reasonable  value  of  this  land? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  never  have. 

The  Chairman.  There  was  no  bid  here? 

Mr.  Cade.  Xo,  sir;  they  just  simply  bought  it. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  mean  you  would  bid  against  somebody 
else  who  wanted  it  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  No  ;  I  say  I  have  bought  the  land  that  was  sold. 

The  Chairman.  But  on  this  piece  there  was  no  bid  at  all? 
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Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  I  thought  it  was  just  simply  open  to  the  market 
and  we  were  willing  to  pay  the  price  for  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  does  this  little  memorandum  at  the  top  of 
this  deed  from  Ah-ten-y-tuck  and  Quo-ta-quah,  his  wife,  to  Willard 
Johnston  mean — Ah-ten-y-tuck,  $100  per  annum? 

Mr.  Cade.  That  was  way  before  Russell  Johnson  went  down  there 
to  buy  that  land.  He  went  to  see  what  the  land  was  leased  for,  and 
what  the  land  was  leased  for  was  something  that  gave  me  a  judgment 
to  pass  on  how  much  to  pay.  If  the  land  was  leased  at  a  high 
price,  we  figured  it  was  worth  more ;  and  if  at  a  low  price,  of  course, 
it  was  less. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  your  money  was 
supposed  to  be  left  in  the  banks  to  the  credit  of  those  Indians? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  none  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  not  in  that  transaction  ? 

Mr. ,  Cade.  Xo,  sir ;  there  was  a  great  many  of  those  pieces  of 
land  with  three  to  four  leases  on  them,  as  you  will  notice,  and  that 
was  bidding  in  the  future;  that  land  was  worth  more  three  weeks 
ago  than  it  is  to-day,  and  I  think  it  is  worth  more  to-day  than  it 
will  be  three  weeks  from  now.  What  it  will  be  worth  two  years 
from  now  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  think  you  will  get  possession  of  it  at 
that  time  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  hope  to  get  through  with  it  at  that  time;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  go  down  there  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  of  those 
transactions  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  deeds  were  prop- 
erly interpreted  to  the  Indians;  you  do  not  know  whether  they  got 
the  money;  you  do  not  know  whether  they  were  drunk  or  sober 
when  they  signed,  and  you  do  not  know  whether  or  not  they  did 
sign? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  think,  as  I  said  a  while  ago,  that  Russell  Johnson 
told  me  that  they  got  the  money — every  dollar  of  it.  That  does  not 
show  the  expense. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  your  outside  expense  beside  what  the 
deeds  cost  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  do  not  know;  something  like  $1,000  or  $1,500. 

Senator  Curtis.   You  do  not  know  what  that  was  used  for? 

Mr.  Cade.   No.  sir;  there  were  two  or  three  men  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  they? 

Mr.  Cade.  Russell  Johnson  and  Grimes,  and  Russell's  wife  was 
there  part  of  the  time,  I  think. 

The  Chairman.  Was  Cal  Moore  there,  too? 

Mr.  Cade.  He  may  have  gone  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  when  those  erasures  were  made  in 
this  deed  here  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  but  what  that  description  was 
all  struck  out  and  a  new  description  put  in  that  deed,  do  you? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  I  just  noticed  it  to-night. 
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Senator  Cuktis.  You  noticed  that  the  description  has  been  erased 
and  another  one  written  in.  I  notice  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
deed  is  changed.     You  do  not  know  anything  about  that,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir:  I  suppose  the  notary  there  could  tell  you  all 
about  it;  I  siippose  he  could. 

Senator  Curtis.  Cal  Moore  witnessed  some  of  these  deeds.  Was 
he  down  there  in  your  employ? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  who  did  employ  Mr.  Moore? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  think  he  went  down  to  buy  more  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  consulted  in  reference  to  the  certifi- 
cates that  should  be  made  by  the  notary? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  I  just  instructed 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  rememl)er  you  were  informed  by  Grimes 
that  he  objected  to  the  law  of  Texas  being  complied  with  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  I  never  knew  that.  I  told  Russell  Johnson 
to  take  the  deeds  in  Texas  and  no  place  else  and  to  comply  with  the 
law  and  have  the  bank  transact  most  of  the  business. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  Texas  law  requires  the  notary  when  he  cer- 
tifies that  the  parties  sign  a  deed  like  this  to  certify  that  he  has 
been  introduced  or  presented  by  somebody.  Grimes  objected  to 
that  and  wanted  simply  to  certify  that  they  knew  them.  You  do 
not  know  whether  the  notary  knew  them  or  not? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  there.  All  I  know  is  what  instruc- 
tions I  gave. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  think  it  necessary  to  take  ai&da- 
vits — ^you  have  taken  lots  of  affidavits  to  these  deeds'? 

Mr.  Cade.  Well,  there  was  a  question  about  the  law.  It  was  a 
new  law"  passed,  and  it  was  said  just  the  Kickapoos  who  lived  in 
Mexico,  and  my  instructions  to  Russell  Johnson  were 

Senator  Curtis.  You  wanted  to  get  a  deed  where  they  lived  down 
there  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  want  to  take  any  deed  of  those 
who  did  not  live  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  get  any  deeds  from  minors  that  you 
know  of? 

Mr.  Cade.  None,  I  think;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  not  your  expense  account  with  you, 
have  you  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  not  interested  in  any  of  the  deeds 
that  were  taken  here  before  Guajardo,  the  jefe  politico? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  think  ours  were  the  first  deeds  taken. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  were  taken  in  Maverick  Countv,  Tex.,  were 
they? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  All  of  them? 

Mr.  Cade.  All  of  them. 

Senato  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  RuSvSell  Johnson  tell  you  why  he  quit 
taking  deeds  down  there? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  he  quit  because  I  had  just  so  much  money  to 
put  in. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  report  to  yon  when  he  got  back  that 
the  condnet  of  those  men  was  so  disreputable  that  he  could  not 
stay  there  any  longer? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  he  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  did  not  tell  you  of  the  conduct  of  Grimes 
and  Moore  and  Chapman  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  He  said  there  was  lots  of  trouble  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  tell  you  about  their  having  lots  of 
whisky  and  mescal  and  the  trouble  they  had  in  getting  those 
Indians — how  they  had  to  corral  them  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  he  did  stop  down  there  just 
simply  because  he  could  not  stand  what  they  were  doing  any  longer? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  he  stopped  because  my  part  of  the  money  ran 
out.  He  stayed  a  few  days  longer,  I  think,  and  bought  one  or  two 
pieces  more.    I  was  not  in  on  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  got  that  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  Willard  Johnston.    He  got  one  piece  extra. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  people  get  altogether? 

Mr.  Cade.  We  got  about  eight  pieces,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  acres? 

Mr.  Cade.  About  a  section. 

Mr.  Embry.  Those  are  80-acre  allotments. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  rememlx»r  Cal.  Moore  claiming  that  one 
of  those  deeds  to  you  should  have  gone  to  him? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  Cal.  Moore. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  see  you  here  after  he  got  back?- 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  never  made  any  claim  to  you,  did  he? 

Mr.  Cade.  The  loan  part  was  made  by  the  bank  by  Willard  John- 
ston and  not  by  me. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  Did  you  read  Moore's  testimony  given  in  Wash- 
ington ? 

Mr. 'Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  taking  of  depositions 
here  lately? 

Mr.  Cade.  None  whatever. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  of  these  pieces  still  remain  in  your 
hands,  or  that  of  Mr.  Willard  Johnston? 

Mr.  Cade.  Five  pieces. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  have  you  deeded  to  Grimes? 

Mr.  Cade.  One. 

Senator  Curtis.  Only  one? 

Mr.  Cade.  That  is  all,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  his  pay  for  what  he  did  down  there? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Clrtis.  How  much  monev  did  he  put  into  this  partner- 
ship? 

Mr.  Cade.  He  did  not  put  in  anything.    We  put  in  the  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  him  so  much  a  month  ?  You  said  he 
was  to  be  a  one- fourth  partner  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  Not  so  much  a  month ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  to  be  a  one- fourth  partner,  was  he  not? 
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Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  what? 

Mr.  Cade.  In  the  profits. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  he  was  to  put  in  no  money? 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  paid  his  expenses  down  there? 

Mr.  Cade.  We  did,  I  suppose.  It  all  came  out  of  this  money  that 
came  to  the  bank. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  if  he  was  getting  his  expenses  out  of  the 
other  portion 

Mr.  Cade.  Tlie  expense  was  part  payment — whatever  the  difference 
shows  the  Indian  got. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  understand  my  point.  I  say  if  Grimes 
got  paid  his  expenses  from  vou  and  also  from  the  other  people  he 
was  getting  double  pay,  was  lie  not  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  He  would  l)e,  if  he  got  paid  both  ways. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  see  this  little  memorandum  attached  to  the  top  of 
some  of  these  deeds — for  instance,  the  deed  of  Wee-hah-me-han  to 
William  F.  Ram*sier,  for  one  year  from  January  1,  1906,  at  $25  per 
annum.     Now  you  say  that  refers  to  a  lease  on  the  land? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir;*  I  do  not  think  the  land  is  worth  as  much  as  we 
paid  for  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  consideration  there? 

Mr.  Cade.  The  consideration  is  recited  as  $200. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  not  the  one;  $2,000,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  what  it  refers  to? 

Mr.  Cade.  It  refers  to  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  verified  that  sufficiently  to  know  that  these 
notes  are  correct? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  it  Just  in  this  way,  that  we  sent  here 
to  the  office  and  had  it  verified  bv  Mr.  Johnston. 

The  Chairman.  What  office"? 

Mr.  Cade.  Mr.  Thackery's  office;  to  see  how  long  the  lease  ran. 

Senator  Cirtis.  And  what  the  amount  was? 

Mr.  Cade.  The  lease  ran  three  or  four  years,  which  took  away  the 
value  of  the  land.     It  takes  away  the  value  of  any  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  vou  got  the  lease  monev  after  that,  did  you 
not? 

Mr.  Cade.  It  is  tied  up  now;  nobody  gets  it. 

Senator  Ci mis.  You  expected  to  get  the  lease  money? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir;  but  it  was  very  low. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  Well,  if  you  paid  only  $200  for  it,  that  was  not 
very  low,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  It  was  a  piece  of  land  that  they  leased  for  about  $200 
maybe. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  deed  signed  by  Chah-ka-sot,  the  considera- 
tion being  recited  as  $1,850,  and  the  note  attached  says  "  Chah-ka-sot 
to  Oscar  Pipher  for  four  years  from  Januai-y  1,  1906,  at  $75  per 
annum." 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir;  that  runs  until  1910  before  we  get  possession 
of  it.     As  I  told  you  a  while  ago,  it  takes  away  the  value  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  got  possession  of  any  of  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  Xo,  sir;  it  is  just  leased.     The  parties  are  living  on  it. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Are  they  your  tenants  or  the  agent's  tenants?  The 
agent  still  retains  possession  with  his  tenants? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  Does  he  still  retain  possession  of  that  which  3^ou  have 
sold? 

Mr.  Cade.  Xo,  sir:  I  think  probably  the  lease  has  run  out  on  that. 
Where  it  is  leased  yon  can  hardly  sell  it  at  all,  unless  you  get  the 
man  off  on  the  lease. 

Mr.  Emiiry.  Have  you  examined  any  of  this  land  personally  to 
say  what  it  is  worth  ?" 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir;  two  pieces. 

Mr.  Emery.  What  two  pieces  are  they  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  They  are  up  the  river  here ;  1  forget  the  fellow's  name. 
One  where  we  commenced  suit  about  getting  him  off  of  it;  Mr. 
Thackery  may  know  the  one.  It  was  to  get  the  tenant  off.  He  did 
not  build  a  house  as  per  contract.  I  have  seen  that,  and  it  is  very 
poor.  It  is  a  very  poor  piete  of  land.  Then  I  have  seen  a  piece 
above  Monclova.  It  is  a  good  piece  of  land.  They  are  the  only 
two  I  have  seen. 

Mr.  Emery.  You  have  five  of  those  tracts  now  in  your  name, 
have  you — you  and  Willard  Johnston,  have  you 

Mr.  Cade.  No,  sir;  Willard  has  one,  and  I  have  one,  and  Russell 
one,  and  Grimes  one.  Then  there  is  one  piece  I  am  talking  about 
where  there  is  a  lease  on  it  and  not  sold. 

Mr.  Emery.  In  whose  name  is  that? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  do  not  know  in  whose  name  it  is,  whether  it  is  mine 
or  in  the  name  of  Willard  Johnston,  one  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Emery.  You  have  some  three,  one  to  Smith.  How  much  did 
Smith  give  you  for  that  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  Two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  I  think. 

Mr.  Emhry.  Has  he  paid  it  all? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  VMiat  is  the  other  piece  worth? 

Mr.  Cade.  Five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  Emery.  To  whom  did  you  sell  that  ? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  do  not  know :  but  it  is  a  very  good  piece  of  land,  they 
say.    T  have  never  seen  it. 

Mr.  Emery.  Has  he  paid  for  it? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  Now,  the  other  tract,  the  third,  how  about  that? 

Mr.  Cade.  That  is  all  that  has  been  sold,  that  I  am  intei-ested  in, 
just  those  two  pieces. 

Mr.  Emery.  You  say  there  are  only  two  sold  that  you  are  inter- 
ested in? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  Have  they  paid  up  in  full,  the  purchasers? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  They  have  paid  in  full? 

Mr.  Cadk.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  Have  you  and  the  other  people  divided  the  profits 
realized  from  those  two  pieces? 

Mr.  Cade.  We  just  deeded  the  tracts  around.  I  took  a  piece  of 
so  much,  and  another  at  so  much,  and  another  at  so  much. 
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Mr.  Embry.  How  does  your  nioiioy  come  out  of  it?  You  ad- 
vanced the  money  to  bu}"  it.     Have  you  divided  the  land? 

Mr.  Cade.  Mr.  Grimes  paid  for  his.  Russell  Johnson  paid  for 
his,  and  I  owe  for  mine  yet. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  paid  you  their  proportion  of  the  price? 

Mr.  Cade.  The  four  of  us  have  this  one  piece  not  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then,  there  is  only  one  tract  you  have  in  your  name? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  have  one  in  my  name. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  a  one-fourth  interest  in  another  tract? 

Mr.  Cade.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  money  did  you  put  in  this  enterprise, 
all  of  you? 

Mr.  Cade.  About  $11,000.  That  is  in  this,  and  Johnston  had 
some  outside  of  this.  I  was  interested  in  about  $11,000  in  round 
numbers. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  acres  did  you  get  for  $11,000? 
^Mr.  Cade.  I  think  T  ijot  nhont  eight  80's — 640  acres. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  pretty  cheap  property,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Cade.  Some  of  it  is  very  cheap.  One  80^  is  worth  nothing 
by  itself,  unless  you  can  own  the  piece  next  to  it.  By  itself  it  is 
not  worth  anything.  There  is  another  80  that  we  sold  up  there 
that  is  not  worth  any  more  than  we  paid  for  it.  I  do  not  supjiose 
it  would  sell  for  that  to-day.  These  two  pieces  taken  out,  one  piece 
is  extra  good,  and  the  rest  is  some  uphind  and  some  bottom;  two  are 
poor  pieces. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  not  down  there  and  do  not  know  what 
took  place  down  there? 

Mr.  Cade.  I  was  not  there  at  all. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

J.  P.  JACOBS,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  name? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  J.  R.  Jacobs. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  At  Shawnee. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  here? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  About  seven  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  profession? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  have  been  engaged  principally  in  the  newspaper 
business  since  I  have  been  here.  I  have  nothing  to  do  now.  I  am  a 
man  of  leisure. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  out  of  the  newspaper 
business  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  About  three  months.  I  am  not  at  present  a  news- 
paper man. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  you  doing  in  1906? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  was  in  the  newspaper  business. 

Senator  Curtis.  T\Tiat  were  you  doing  in  1907? 

Mr.  elACons.  I  was  in  the  news])aper  business  part  of  the  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  at  any  time  go  to  Mexico  to  assist  parties 
in  buying  Kickapoo  Indian  lands? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Senator  Ci^rtts.  When? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  The  latter  part  of  December,  1906. 
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Senator  Ccrtis.  With  whom  did  you  go? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  went  with  George  Kishketon,  Pe-ah-twi-tuck  and 
Tah-pah-she. 

Senator  Curtis.    Who  else  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  That  was  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  paid  their  expenses? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  paid  one  of  their  expanses. 

Senator  Curtis.  \Miich  one? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  George  Kishketon. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  go  as  yonr  interpreter? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  he  went  for  that  purpose. 

Senator  Curtis.    Whom  did  you  represent? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Mr.  Garrett. 

Senator  Curtis.  Jolin  Garrett  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.    Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  John  Garrett  come  down  there  afterwards? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  he  come  down? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  believe  he  came  in  a  week  after  I  was  there,  if  I 
remember  correctly. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  buy  any  land  for  yourself? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  did,  some  land  that  was  deeded  to  Mr.  Garrett  that 
I  am  interested  in. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  in  Garrett's  name? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  tracts  did  you  people  buy? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  will  have  to  take  an  inventory  before  I  can  tell  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  one  tract  in  Hood's  name? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Then  you  claim  an  interest  with  Garrett  in  the 
land  that  is  in  Hood's  name? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  are  two  pieces  in  Hood's  name.  WTiich  do 
you  claim  an  interest  in? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  There  is  one  that  is  in  his  name  which  .should  be  in 
Garrett's  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  should  it  be  in  Garrett's  name? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  For  the  simple  reason  that  his  name  was  inadvertently 
inserted  in  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  was  that? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know.  I  am  trying  to  think  of  the  Mexican 
interpreter's  name  that  did  stenographic  work  when  I  read  it  over. 
He  got  it  down  and  got  it  mixed  and  never  noticed  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  you  read  he  would  write  it  down? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  He  would.' 

Senator  Curtis.  You  read  the  name,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  but  overlooked  it,  and  so  reported  it  when  I 
came  back. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  overlooked  it  when  you  read  it  to  the  Indian, 
did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  read  it  to  the  Indian  and  so  did  the  interpreter. 

Senator  Curtis.   You  read  it  to  the  Indian  as  it  was? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Ye^^,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  discover  then  that  it  was  wrong? 
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Mr.  Jacobs.  I  did  not  notice  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  read  to  the  Indian  that  he  was  selling 
to  Hood,  when  he  was  really  selling  it  to  Garrett? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is,  40  acres. 

Senator  Cirtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  that  Indian  for  that  land? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Two  hundred  dollars. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  When  did  you  pay  it? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  He  got  part  of  it  the  day  he  made  the  deed,  and  he 
got  the  rest  of  it,  I  think,  four  or  five  days  after. 

Senator  CrRTis.  How  nuich  was  that  land  worth? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  You  have  as  much  conception  about  that  as  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  No;  I  have  not.    You  live  down  here. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  never  saw  it.     It  nuiy  be  a  lake. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  it  is  not  a  lake,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  Have  you  been  trying  to  get  that  Indian  to  take 
any  money  for  that  land  since? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  seen  him  since. 

Senator  Cuirris.  Has  Mr.  (xarrett? 

Mr.  Jac(^bs.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  had  the  assistance  of  whom  down  there 
in  all  your  transactions? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  The  deeds  that  I  took,  I  can  not  say  I  had  the  assist- 
ance of  anybody  but  myself. 

Senator  CiRTis.  You  met  Doctor  Conine  down  there,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  working  with  Garrett,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  under  (larrctt's  pay.  was  he  not,  and  you 
knew  it? 

Mr.  Ja<:()bs.  I  did  not  know.  I  never  understood  it  that  way.  I 
understood  he  was  interested  in  land,  not  under  pay.  If  he  was,  it 
was  something  new  to  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Interested  in  what  land  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  This  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  To  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  interest  has  he  got   in  that   land? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  One-fifth. 

Senator  Curtis.  Doctor  Conine  has? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  That  is  the  tract ;  I  suppose  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  that  tract? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  It  is  over  there  recorded  in  three  counties,  Lincoln, 
Pottawottaraie,  and  Oklahoma  counties. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  if  he  swore  he  had  an  interest  in  it,  and 
you  paid  him  $125  a  month,  he  lied  about  it,  did  he  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes;  if  he  swore  that  I  paid  him  anything. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  Garrett? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know  what  Garrett  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Conine  did  a  great  deal  of  work  for  you 
people,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  no  work  for  me  that  I  considered. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  did  you  people  regard  here  as  the  "  Old 
Woman  ?  "  You  tried  to  get  a  deed  from  an  old  woman.  Who  was 
^e?    What  was  her  name? 
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Mr.  Jacobs.  I  will  have  to  look  to  iind  out.  I  think  it  is  Kah-ke- 
ne-pe-ah. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  a  consumptive  woman^was  it  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir ;  a  woman  about  63  years  old. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  get  a  deed  from  her  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know  whether  Grimes  got  that  deed  or  me; 
I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  sure  about  that,  that  you  do  not  re- 
member? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  neither  of  you  got  a  deed 
from  her? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  woman  was  nearly 
dead  with  consumption  and  could  not  get  out  of  her  tent? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  claim  that  she  left  her  tent  and  went  out 
to  make  a  deed  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Ci'rtis.  You  saw  the  old  woman,  did  you  not?  Don't 
you  know  from  what  you  saw  of  that  woman  that  she  was  so  near 
dead  with  consumption  that  she  could  not  get  out  of  her  tent,  and 
when  you  gentlemen  claimed  you  had  a  deed  from  her  you  forged 
her  name? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  kind. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  saw  the  woman,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  saw  her  get  off  the  train  when  she  got  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  she  was  taken  to  her  tent,  she  was  unable 
to  leave 'that  camp.    Do  you  not  know  that? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  say  personally  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  got  a  deed  from  that  old  woman  nearly 
dead  with  consumption.  You  were  very  anxious  to  get  her,  were 
you  not?     You  worked  a  long  while  to  get  that  old  woman? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  never  worked  ten  minutes. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  you  people  wait  until  Murdock  and 
Effie  Douglas  left  before  you  tried  to  get  her? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  did  not  know  that  Murdock  was  ever  in  Mexico  in 
my  life. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  know  Mohawk? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Steve  Mohawk  ?     Yes,  sir ;  I  took  his  deed. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  took  Effie  Douglas's  deed  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Xo,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis,  Then  you  waited  until  Steve  Mohawk  and  Effie 
Douglas  left  before  you  asked  to  get  that  old  woman? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Do  you  know  how  much  was  paid  the  old  woman 
for  her  land,  if  any  thins:? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Sixteen  Kuudred  dollars  was  what  she  was  to  get. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  she  get  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  did  not  pay  her  anything  myself. 

Senator  Cumis.  You  know.  You  were  down  there  with  those 
people. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  has  been  no  account  rendered  of  it,  has 
there! 
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Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ciirris.  Then  you  know  tJiis.  Look  at  your  memoran- 
dum book  and  tell  us.     You  have  it  in  there,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  say  she  was 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Produce  that  book  and  tell  us.  You  have  it  in 
there. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  got  it  in  that  book. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  we  will  put  the  book  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Just  take  a  copy.     I  might  want  that  book. 

Senator  Curtis.  Let  me  have  the  book.  I  will  read  it  over  to-night 
[referring  to  memorandum  book].  What  is  this,  Pah-pe-she — P  in 
red  ink  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  That  indicates  that  I  wrote  to  Washington  and  got  a 
patent  for  the  land.  That  is  what  that  indicates.  Wherever  you 
see  a  red  P  that  means  that  the  patent  has  been  filed  in  the  respective 
counties  where  the  land  is  located. 

Senator  Ci  ktis.  You  mean  vou  wrote  to  Washington,  to  the  Land 
Office? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes.  sir:  the  United  States  Land  Office,  Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

Senator  Curtis.  To  see  whether  it  was  issued  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  but  they  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  patent. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  mean  copy  of  the  trust  patent,  the  first  patent? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  The  patent  issued  by  the  General  Land  Omce  to  the 
Indian. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  first  patent,  not  the  final  patent  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  final  or  first;  T  am  unable 
to  say. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  vou  people  only  paid  that 
old  woman  $400? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  told  you  T  did  not  know  whether  she  got  a  5-cent 
piece  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  she  got  5  cents? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Xo,  sir;  I  did  not  do  the  paying. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  What  are  the  drinks  for  here  in  tliis  bill  of  yours? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  They  are  not  drinks. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  Here  is  "Drinks  85  cents." 

Mr.  Jacobs.  That  was  expense  I  met  when  I  w^as  making  a  cam- 
paign here,  and  I  set  it  down  when  T  spent  it. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  kept  a,  couple  of  Indians  locked  up  in  Te- 
cumseh,  did  you  not,  before  vou  took  them  down? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  I  dhi  not. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  you  keep  them  there  to  take  them  down? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  There  were  three  Indians  who  sta3'ed  all  night  over 
there  before  they  got  on  the  train.  They  w-ent  over  about  Kishke- 
ton'sbond. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  matter  with  Kishketon  that  he 
needed  a  bond  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  He  was  arrested,  I  think,  for  some  purpose. 

Senator  Curtis.  For  drinking? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  was  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  George  drink  down  in  Mexico  or  Eagle  Pass  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  He  drank  some  down  at  Monclova — I  think  that  night 
to  excess.    He  may  have  taken  a  few  drinks  of  beer,  but  never  got  full. 
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Senator  Cirtjs.  Was  Grimes  interested  with  you,  if  at  all? 

Mr.  Jacobs.   No,  sir. 

Senator  Ccrtis.  Did  you  pay  Steve  Mohawk  fully  for  his  landt 

Mr.  Jacobs.   No,  sir. 

Senator  Crims.  How  much  do  you  owe  him  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  $1  JOO. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  him  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  $100. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  he  does  not  want  to  sell  at  all,  does  he? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  gave  him  a  check  for  it,  and  he  came  around  and 
told  me  to  keep  the  check  for  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  him  testify  here  the  other  day  that 
he  did  not  want  to  sell  it,  and  that  you  had  loaned  him  some  tnonej 
and  he  gave  you  a  deed,  and  supposed  he  was  giving  you  a  note,  and 
you  have  offered  him  $1,700  since,  and  he  did  not  taKe  it. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  did  not  tell  him  that,  and  he  knows  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  given  him  a  mortgage  for  it  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.   No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  sold  the  land  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  still  got  it  in  your  name? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  As  far  as  I  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  pay  him  $100? 

Mr.  Jacobs.   Yes.  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  Mexican  or  gold? 

Mr.  Jacobs,    (iold. 

Senator  Cirtis.  And  you  owe  him  $1,700  yet? 

Mr.  Jacobs.   Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  have  not  executed  a  mortgage? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Do  you  want  this  committee  to  understand  that 
anybody  would  sell  a  piece  of  land  for  $1,800  and  take  $100  for  it 
down,  and  take  your  word  for  l-he  balance? 

Mr.  Jacobs.   He  did  not  have  my  word  for  it. 

Senator  Cirtis.  He  has  your  note? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  he  had  the  check  for  it,  and  came  around,  as 
I  said,  and  gave  it  to  me  and  told  me  to  keep  it  for  him.  T  came 
home  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  (Jarrett.  He  said  he  was  going  down  in  a 
few  days  and  said  he  would  deliver  it  to  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  has  not  delivered  it  to  him  yet,  has  he? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  1  do  not  know  that  he  has. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  land  is  worth  $4,000,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  think  so.  That  is  the  best  piece  of  land  that 
was  deeded. 

Senator  Cirtis.  And  vou  did  not  pav  anvthing  for  it  except  that 
$100? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  One  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Senator  Cirtis.   But  you  have  not  paid  it? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  have  it  to  pay. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  give  him  a  mortgage  on  it? 
Why  did  you  not  go  to  the  Indian  agent  and  settle  up  like  a  man 
with  him  ? 

ifr.  Jacobs.  He  has  not  been  here  very  long,  and  I  have  not  had  a 
chance— I  mean  the  Indian  agent. 
1S1)29— vol  2—07 10 
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Senator  Curtis.  You  know  the  Indian  told  this  committee  that 
he  did  not  want  to  sell  that  land? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  He  knew  he  sold  it.    He  is  not  any  fool. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  testified  before  this  committee  that  he  had 
not  sold  it. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  He  talks  English  and  Mexican,  and  Steve  knows; 
he  knows  what  he  is  doing;. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  other  land  have  you  got  in  your  name? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  have  not  got  any  in  my  name  except  by  contract. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  understanding  did  you  and  Grimes  have? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Grimes  was  to  give  me  a  full  knowledge  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  Mr.  Garrett  and  Mr.  Conine  and  myself  are  interested 
according  to  certain  contracts  which  appear  on  the  record  over  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  A  one- fourth  interest  i 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Citrtis.  One-fifth? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  Garrett  has  thirty-three  per  cent:  I  think 
Grimes  has  twenty-seven  per  cent,  and  Conine  and  I  have  twenty, 
apiece. 

Senator  Cirtis.  That  is  of  record,  is  it? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  It  is  a  nuitter  of  record. 

Senator  Cirtis.  In  whose  names  are  the  ])ieces? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  They  are  all  in  Garrett's  name. 

Senator  Citrtis.  How  many  deeds  did  you  take  from  that  sick 
woman  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  told  you  I  did  not  reuiember  whether  I  took  the 
deed  or  (Jrimes  took  the  deed. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  if  you  took  it,  how  many  did  you  take? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  My  impression  is  (ifrimes  took  the  deed,  and  took 
some  heirs  with  it.  It  seems  to  me  like  there  were  one  or  two  that 
was  for  fractions  of  land. 

The  Chairman.  When  owned  by  the  heii-s  or  somebody? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator   Curtis.  Have  you   people   sold   any   of  these   pieces? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  they  still  in  your  name? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  did  you  put  into  this? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  was  only  out  about  $8()0  myself. 

Senator  Curtis.  All  told? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  Grimes  put  in  it? 

Mr.  Jacobs.    I  do  not  know  how  much. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  could  not  have  put  in  any  more  than  you 
did,  if  he  has  only  the  same  interest,  could  he? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Mr.  Garrett  was  to  furnish  the  money. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  How   much  money   did   Garrett   furnish? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  remember  just  exactly  what  it  was.  Some- 
thing like,  if  I  remember  con-ectly,  six  or  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  acres  of  land  did  you  people  get  for 
six  or  seven  thousand  dollars? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  will  have  to  figure  up  on  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  got  one  piece  that  was  w^orth  over  thirty- 
five  hundred  dollars,  did  you  not? 
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Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  there  are  no  80  acres  of  that  land  in  that 
country  worth  that,  unless  it  is  bv  reason  of  being  up  near  towns. 
I  sold  one  at  fifteen  hundred  dollars  three  years  after,  in  Lincoln 
County.  You  can  not  go  on  what  land  is  worth  this  year  as  to 
what  it  will  be  worth  next  year. 

Senator  CrRXis.  You  do  not  know  what  is  in  those  fractions? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  never  saw  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  acres  have  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  There  are  five  80s. 

Senator  Cirtis.  How  many  fractions? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  think  there  are  three  fractions. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  have  an  80  and  one-seventh  of  an  80? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Did  you  see  Tony  Alexander  down  there? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  know  him,  do  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bemi.ey.  You  did  not  see  him  down  there? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir :  he  was  not  down  there,  because  I  did  not  see 
him  or  hear  of  him.    In  fact,  I  think  he  was  in  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Bentley.  This  money  that  you  put  up,  how  did  you  put  that, 
in  expenses? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Mine  was  in  expenses. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Was  that  all  of  your  expenses? 

Mr.  JacoBvS.  Xo,  sir:    I  spent  more  than  that. 

ifr.  Bentley.  You  have  not  your  expense  accoimt  in  that  book, 
have  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  I  spent  more  than  thaf.  I  do  not  know  just 
what. 

Mr.  Bextt.ey.  You  went  down  below  Tecumseh  and  got  on  the 
train  with  those  people? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  got  on  at  the  station,  the  first  station  south  of  Te- 
cumseh.   I  do  not  remember  the  name  of  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Why  did  you  not  get  on  here? 

JVfr.  Jacobs.  T  did  not  want  to;    I  had  reasons. 

Mr.  Bentley.  What  were  your  reasons? 

Mr.  elAcoBS.  I  did  not  want  to  come  in  conflict  with 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  authorities? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Xo,  sir;    not  particularh'^  that. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Those  people  came  right  back  here,  did  they  not; 
those  people  that  you  got  deeds  from? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  are  back  here  now,  are  they  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Tliey  were  nonresidents  and  you  knew  it,  and  vou 
took  them  down  there  to  get  their  deeds  from  them,  did  you  notf 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Xo,  sir.  I  kept  them  from  going  before  they  did  go. 
I  wanted  them  to  go  with  me. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  wanted  to  get  them  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;    I  wanted  them  myself. 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  you  took  them  down  here  6  miles  out  of  their 
way  to  keep  them  away  from  the  agent,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  And  you  kept  him  from  bringing  them  back,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  we  did  it  for. 

Mr.  Bektley.  And  you  knew  at  the  time  they  were  not  eitieens  of 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  did  not  slip  them  down  thei'e.  They  claimed  they 
lived  there. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  knew  they  did  not  live  there,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  did  not  know  anything  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Where  did  they  live? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  suppose  they  lived  here. 

Mr.  Bentley.  "i  ou  knew  at  the  time  they  did  not  live  there,  did 
you  not  ? 

ifr  Jacobs.  No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  told  them  to  go  and  get  on  the  train,  did  you 
not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  kept  them  from  going  and  told  them  to  go  and 
wait  and  go  with  me. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Whose  house  did  they  stay  in? 

Mr.  Jacors.  I  do  not  know :  that  house  over  there  back  of  where 
Jim  Gill  lives. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  where  Jim  Gill  lives. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Neither  do  I. 

Mr.  Bentley.  How  far  was  it  from  the  depot? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  It  was  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town. 

ilr.  Bentley.  What  time  of  the  night  did  you  get  on  the  train? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  About  10  oVlock  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Bentley.  What  time  did  you  leave  here? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  About  3  oVIock  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Bkntley.  Who  went  with  you,  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  The  street  car  was  full  of  people.  I  do  not  know 
who  was  on  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Wlio  went  with  you?     You  know  what  I  mean. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  The  street  car  was  full  of  people. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Whom  did  j'^ou  take,  I  any'i 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  didn't  take  anybody.  I  went  over  there  to  sign 
a  bond. 

Mr.  Bentley.  For  Kishketon  to  get  out  of  jail? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  he  was  to  take  these  Indians  with  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  was  acting  as  your  interpreter? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  WTien  we  were  down  there ;  yes. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  And  he  did  act  as  your  interpreter? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  know  vou  had  to  hide  the  Indians  away 
from  the  agent.  If  he  found  out  they  were  there  he  might  take 
them  from  you  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  How  long  did  they  stay  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  stayed  there  longer  than  they  did,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir:  I  lived  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Bentley.  How  lon'r  were  vou  down  there? 
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Mr.  Jacobs.  About  five  weeks. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  the  deed  which  appears  to  be  made  to  John  Gar- 
rett by  Kah-ke-ne-peah,  the  consideration  recited  is  $1,600.  This 
statement  shows  that  the  consideration  was  $1,600,  Kah-ke-ne-peah  to 
John  Garrett.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  that  money  was  paid 
to  her  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  understand  it  was,  just  from  what  I  hai'e  been  told. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  any  money  paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  of  your  own  personal  knowledge 
whether  any  of  it  was  paid? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  any  of  it  paid.  It  was  money 
turned  over  to  be  paid  to  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  be  turned  over  to  whom? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Some  to  Mr.  Grimes  and  some  to  Mr.  Conine,  and 
Mr.  Garrett  told  me  he  paid  the  residue. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  that? 

Mr.  Jacors.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  another  deed  from  Kah-ke-ne-pah  for  her 
daughter;  that  is  an  heirship  to  John  Garrett.  It  recited  the  con- 
sideration as  $150.    Was  any  money  paid  in  that  case? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Grimes  was  to  settle  that;  I  did  not  see  that  money 
paid  to  either  of  those  parties. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  no  knowledge  that  any  was  paid? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  except  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  deed  from  Mesh-ah-quot  to  John  Garrett; 
deed  dated  March  2,  1907.     Do  you  know  anything  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  whether  anything  Avas  paid  there  or 
not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know.     He  has  a  deed  to  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  boy  has  lived  here  all  his  life,  has  he  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  All  I  know  is  from  hearsay,  if  you  want  to  know  that. 
I  understand  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  came  into  the  probate  court 
over  there  when  they  were  tryinff  to  get  Thackery  discharged  as 

guardian,  and  that  Harry  Smith  then  and  there  testified  in  the  pro- 
ate  court  that  he  had  not  been  to  Mexico,  and  that  he  wanted  the 
guardian  discharged  so  that  he  could  go  to  Mexico,  or  that  in 
substance  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  If  I  did  it  was  because  I  am  mistaken  in  the  name 
of  the  Indian.  I  never  had  any  transaction  with  an  Indian  by  that 
name  that  I  know  of, 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  no  interest  in  that  deed  yourself? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  interest  in  it.  That  is  something 
I  do  not  know  anything  about. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  Mie-nah  to  John  Garrett;  deed  dated  Jan- 
uary 31,  1907. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  think  that  is  one  of  those  fractions. 

Mr.  Embry.  Which  recites  a  consideration  of  $1,000.  Do  you 
know  whether  any  money  was  paid  on  that? 
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Mr.  Jacobs.  I  can  tell  from  my  memorandum.  [After  consult- 
ing memorandum]:  No;  I  was  not  present.  That  was  taken  after 
I  came  home.     That  was  Mr.  Garrett  who  took  that  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  here  is  Pcnne-ho-ne-ah  to  E.  E.  Hood.  Do  you 
know  anything  about  that? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  I  bought  that  property. 

Mr.  Embrx.  You  say  that  land  should  have  been  deeded  to  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  That  one  is  properly  deeded.    That  is  Mr.  Hood^s. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  that  that  was  properly  deeded? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  consideration  is  $200.     Is  that  a  fraction? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  and  Penne-ho-neah  was  an  heir  to  an  undi- 
vided interest;  something  of  that  kind.     It  is  a  fraction. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  the  heirship  here  that  should  have  been  conveyed 
to  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  In  the  fraction  it  should  have  l)een  to  Mr.  Garrett, 

The  Chairman.  Who  is  it  conveyed  to;  Mr.  Hood? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  any  money  was  paid  on  that* 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  I  paid  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  nuu^h  did  you  pay? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  paid  it  all. 

Mr.  Embry.    Two  hundred  dollars? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  For  the  fraction. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  kind  of  money  did  you  pay  it  in? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  We  got  $2,000  for  $1,000— that  i!s,  Mexican— 2  for  1. 
Sometimes  some  was  in  American  and  sometimes  it  was  in  Mexican. 
His  was  all  in  gold,  or  if  it  was  not  it  was  double  the  amount.  In 
this  80  he  got  $500,  which  would  be  $250  American,  and  I  understood 
Mr.  Hood  gave  him — I  do  not  know  Avhat  else — about  $200  or  $300. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  deed  of  Wes-ko-peth-o-que,  daughter  of 
Me-paw-ke-quah,  to  John  Garrett.    What  do  you  know  about  that? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  was  not  present  when  those  were  taken. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  whether  anything  was  paid  on  that! 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not.    That  was  taken  after  I  left. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  Tah-pah-she  to  John  Garrett,  consideration 
$700.     Do  you  know  whether  anything  was  paid  on  that? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  know  that  he  got  $500  gold — that  is,  American 
money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  it  paid  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  paid  $100  and  I  saw  Mr.  Garrett  give  him  $200. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  deed  dated  December  24,  1906,  consideration 
$1,800.  On  this  he  paid  $100  and  gave  a  check,  he  claims,  for  the 
residue,  Avhich  Peah-twy-tuck  returned  to  him  for  Steve  Mohawk,  or 
returned  it  to  Garrett,  and  the  Indian  now  refuses  to  take  it.  Steve 
Mohawk  was  one  of  the  boys  that  went  away  at  the  time,  was  he  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  He  went  down  with  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  Indian  went  with  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Charlie  Me-sha-she,  some  call  him.     It  is  Tah-pah-she. 

Mr.  Embry.  Steve  Mohawk  is  one  of  the  Indians  who  went  down 
below  Tecumseh  to  take  a  train  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  a  ticket  to  go  the  day  before. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  Indians  did  you  take  that  time? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  There  were  just  four  of  us — three  Indians  and  myself. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Tah-pah-she,  Steve  Mohawk,  Kishketon,  and  your- 
self? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Tah-pah-she  and  Steve  Mohawk  had  been  over  in  this 
country  how  long  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know  how  long  they  had  been  back  from 
Mexico.    They  were  down  there,  I  do  not  know  how  long. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  had  been  here  so  long  that  Thackery  had  been 
appointed  their  guardian  bv  the  probate  court  in  this  country,  had  he 
not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  understand  that  Thackery  was  their 
guardian  at  the  time  and  took  them  away  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir ;  it  was  afterwards. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  learned  it  afterwards? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  after  we  came  back  from  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  learned  afterwards  that  he  was  guardian 
for  all  these  Indians  from  whom  you  took  deeds  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  after  I  came  back  from  Mexico.  Then  I 
quit. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  Py-o-kah  (Millie  Stevens)  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Grimes  and  your  crowd 
getting  a  deed  from  her? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  knoAV  anything  about  that  transaction. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  there  been  any  accounting  between  yourself, 
Garrett,  Conine,  and  Grimes? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  There  never  has  been  a  full  statement;  no,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  kept  the  account? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  simply  reported  what  money  I  had  spent,  and  Mr. 
Garrett  and  I  supposed  the  other  boys  did  the  same. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  a  written  statement  of  the  accounts  between 
you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  anybody  has  anything  of  that  kind,  it  is  Garrett? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  if  anybody  has  he  has. 

Mr.  Embry.  We  want  you  or  Mr.  Garrett  or  somebody  interested 
in  it  to  produce  it  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  have  not  got  it  myself. 

Mr.  Embry.  All  you  have  is  here  [indicating  the  head]  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  was  the  service  that  you  rendered  to  Mr. 
Garrett  and  Mr.  Grimes  for  the  20  per  cent  you  were  to  have  out  of 
the  profits?    What  did  you  do  to  earn  that  money? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Do  you  mean  my  services  rendered? 

The  Chairman.  Yes.  What  did  vou  do  to  entitle  you  to  20  per 
cent? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  drew  up  the  deeds  and  made  the  deal  with  the 
Indians. 

The  Chairman.  You  made  the  deal? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir:  and  thev  made  the  agreement. 

Hie  Chairman.  With  all  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Not  all  of  them :  those  that  I  took  deeds  of. 


852  AFFAIBS   OF  THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  only  got  20  per  cent  of  what  you  did  sell  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir ;  we  were  not  in  the  consideration.  Mr.  Grimes 
and  they  took  some  after  I  left. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  Grimes  get  more  than  you  did,  if  each 
was  putting  his  talent  against  that  of  the  other? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  If  a  man  knows  more  than  another  he  is  entitled  to 
more.    He  was  more  familiar  with  that  kind  of  work  than  I  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  true.  A  good  lawyer  is  worth  more  than 
a  poor  lawyer. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  That  land  that  Hood  has  is  not  worth  what  he  gave 
for  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  get  it  for  him  for,  then? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  bought  it  by  guess. 

Senator  Citrtis.  You  took  the  piece  that  was  worth  $3,500? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  did  not  see  it.    I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  it  for  $3,500,  and  you  put  off  the  poor 
tract  on  Hood,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  That  is  what  he  got. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  not  pay  $3,500,  did  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  thought  it  might  be  worth  $3,500? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Xo,  sir:  I  did  not.  Tt  was  not  worth  it  except  on 
account  of  location. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  ,you  i)ay  for  that  piece  of  land? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Something  over  $l,80b. 

The  Chairman.  You  said  you  had  400  acres  besides  the  fractions. 
You  do  not  know  what  they  were? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  just  simply  small  pieces.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  acres  of  land  they  consisted  of.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  land  there.    I  have  never  seen  but  two  pieces  of  land. 

The  Chairman.  I  am  asking  you  about  the  land  that  you  got. 
You  said  you  had  400  acres? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  There  were  five  80\s,  and  I  think  the  rest  of  it  is 
fractions. 

The  Chairman.  That  would  be  400  acres. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  all  you  know  for  certain,  but  you  did  get 
some  more? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir.     I  do  not  know  how  many  acres. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  did  you  say  the  whole  thing  cost  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  would  have  to  look  at  the  detnls. 

The  Chairman.  You  can  couie  pretty  near  it.  You  said  between 
six  and  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  what  is  it — nearer  six  thousand  dollars 
than  seven  thousand? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  can  not  tell  you.     Garrett  can  tell  vou  about  that. 

The  Chairman.  You  got  a  prettv  cheap  piece  o{  land,  did  you 
not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  did  not  expect  to  pay  what  it  was  worth,  or  I 
would  not  have  l)ought  it. 

The  Chairman.  About  what  percentage  did  you  expect  to  pay? 
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Mr.  Jacobs.  It  was  just  simply  guessing  at  it.  I  had  never  seen 
the  land,  and  judging  from  the  location  of  the  hmd,  I  just  took  a 
chance. 

The  Chairman.  You  bought  it  without  seeing  it,  did  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  I  might  have  seen  it,  but  I  do  not  know  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  yet  you  took  that  Indian  down  there  and 
paid  his  way? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No.  sir:  he  had  a  ticket  himself. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  paid  the  interpreter's  way,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  I  paid  those  expenses. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  guessed  well  for  youi'self,  and  badly  for 
the  lawyer? 

Mr.  JTacobs.  It  would  have  been  better  for  me  if  I  had  guessed 
well  for  him. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  did  you  figure  that  that  land  cost  you? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  If  I  remember  correctly  from  (larrett's  statement 
something  like  six  or  seven  thousand  dollaiN.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber. ^ 

The  Chairman.  Suppose  you  call  it  $7,000.  It  was  not  above 
that  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  it  was. 

The  Chairman.  You  got  this  land  for  $17.50  an  acre,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  is  not  worth  that  for  farmmg  pur- 
poses. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  you  buy  it  for? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  You  take  a  piece  up  here  in  town,  and  it  would  be 
ten  times  what  it  would  be  worth  lor  farmincf  purposes. 

The  Chairman.  You  bought  it  on  speculation,  and  now  you  pre- 
tend to  say  you  paid  $17.50  an  acre  and  it  is  not  worth  that? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  would  not  have  paid  more  than  it  was  worth. 

The  Chairman.  You  knew  it  was  not  worth  that  when  you  bought 
it?     You  stated  a  while  ago  you  did  not  expect  to  pay  its  value. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  Not  if  I  knew  it.  I  would  not  pay  more  than  a  thing 
is  worth,  unless  I  lose  my  mind. 

The  Chairman.  Has  Garrett  ever  seen  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  do  not  know. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

JOHN  GARRETT,  having  first  been  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  name? 
Mr.  Garrett.  John  Garrett. 
Senator  CrRTis.  What  is  your  business? 
Mr.  Garrett.  Saloon  business. 
Senator  Ci  rtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  here? 
Mr.  Garrett.  About  seven  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  went  out  of  business  Saturday  night? 
Mr.  Garrett.  No,  sir;  I  have  been  out  six  years. 
Senator  Curtis.  Well,  did  you  go  down  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose 
of  buying  some  Indian  lands? 
Mrl  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 
.Senator  Curtis.  T\Tio  went  with  you? 
Mr.  Garrett.  I  went  with  Mr.  E.  E.  Hood. 
The  Chairman.  Lawyer  Hood  ? 
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Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else  were  with  you? 

Mr.  GARREn\  There  were  two  Indians  on  the  train.  I  can  not 
recall  their  names. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  knew  them,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  yon  ^et  a  deed  from  either  of  them  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes.  sir:  I  bought  their  lands. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  po  dowm  the  same  time  that  the  witness 
who  has  just  left  the  stand  went  down? 

Mr.  Garrett.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  after  did  you  go  down? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Probably  ten  days. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  condition  of  those  Indians  that 
you  took  down  with  you? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  did  not  take  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Hood  take  any  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  The}'^  were  on  the  same  train  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  They  were  on  the  train  when  I  got  on. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  they  old  or  young  Indians? 

Mr.  Garrett.  No,  sir;  they  were  not  old  Indians.  I  think  the 
name  of  one  was  Johnny  Mine.  No,  not  Mine ;  the  one-eyed  woman, 
George  Mienah  and  his  wife. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  had  you  known  them  around  here! 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  had  seen  them  around  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  seen  them  coming  down  on  the  train! 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  on  the  train. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  had  they  been  down  there  before  you 
took  their  deed  ? 

Mr.  Garreit.  They  were  down  there  probably  about  a  week. 
They  claimed  to  be  residents  there  before. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  are  back  here  now,  are  they  not? 

Mr.  Garrett.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  are. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  whether  they  came  back  or  not! 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  do  not  think  they  did;  no,  sir.  I  am  positive  they 
did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  your  partner  in  those  deals! 

Mr.  Garrett.  In  those  two  pieces? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Garrett.  L.  C.  Grimes,  K.  C.  Conine,  and  J.  R.  Jacobs. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  other  deeds  have  you  got? 

Mr.  Garrett.  That  they  are  not  interested  in  f 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  have  one  deed. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  whose  name  is  that? 

Mr.  Garrett.  In  my  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  From  whom  did  you  buy  that? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Harry  Smith.  I  do  not  know  what  his  Indian 
name  is. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  What  did  you  pay  for  it? 
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Mr.  Garrett.  Either  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars.  I  bought  that 
right  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  Indian  never  went  away? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  been  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  took  a  deed  here? 

Mr.  GaI^rett.  Yes,  sin 

Senator  CurtIs.  He  came  back  here  and  you  took  a  deed  from 
him? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir;  I  took  it  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  the  deed  here? 

Mri  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Seirator  Cnrris.  Is  he  still  here  in  the  country? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  still  here.  He  came  back  from  Mexico 
when  they  brought  a  bunch  of  Indians  back.  I  believe  he  came  back 
with  Clark. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  was  here  when  you  took  the  deed  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  think  I  took  the  deed  a  good  while  ago,  but  here'*' 
lately  he  came  back.    I  took  the  deed  here  in  town. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  he  went  to  Mexico  before  you  took  the  deed  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  He  had  been  there? 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  go  there  afterwards? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes.  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  other  property  have  you  got  in  your  name  or 
in  the  name  of  either  of  those  other  Ji^entlemen  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  have  not  got  any.    I  am  not  interested  in  anything  j 

they  have. 

f5enator  Curtis.  How  nianv  pieces  have  you  in  your  own  name? 

Mr.  (tarrett.  I  have  fractions  and  I  think  between  7  and  9  pieces. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  this  old  woman  that  we  asked  i 

the  other  witness  about?  I 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir.  j 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  get  a  deed  from  her? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where? 

Mr.  Garrett.  It  was  mailed  to  me  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  here  at  that  time,  were  you? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  You  were  not  down  there? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Xo,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  You  were  very  anxious  to  get  her  down  there, 
were  you  not? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Xo,  sir;  not  particularly. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  why  did  you  send  this  dispatch  to  Conine: 
"  Steve  Mohawk,  Effie  Douglas  gone  to  Shawnee.  Can  you  get  old 
woman  here  quick?     Answer." 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir;  I  will  tell  you  why  I  said  that.  It  was 
because  my  attorney  told  me  to  take  a  double  deed,  to  get  a  deed  on 
this  side  as  well  as  that  side,  and  I  wanted  to  finish  paying  her  her 
money,  and  that  was  the  reason  I  paid  her  her  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  pay  her  all  her  money  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  her? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Three  hundred  dollars  when  I  went  to  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  agree  to  pay  her  ? 
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Mr.  Gawiett.  I  do  not  know ;  the  deeds  will  show.  I  did  not  buy 
that  piece  of  land  at  all.     Conine  and  Jacobs  were  down  there  then. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  are  the  people  who  did  the  business? 

Mr.  Garrett.  They  are  the  ones. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  bought  the  land,  did  they? 

Mr.  Garrett.  One  or  the  other  took  the  deed ;  I  do  not  know  which. 
I  have  not  got  anything  to  withhold  from  this  connnittee. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  got  a  wire  from  Grimes,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir;  I  got  a  wire  from  Grimes  and  sent  him 
$700,  I  believe. 

Senator  Curtis.  Four  hundred  dollars,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Seven  hundred  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  dispatch, ''  Send  $700  for  old  woman.'- 

Mr.  Garrett.  There  are  two. 

Senator  Curtis.  All  for  the  old  woman  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  said  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  was  it  necessary  for  you  to  want  him  to 
bring  the  old  woman  over  quick  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  wanted  to  get  away  from  there.  T  was  there  on 
expenses. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  how  was  it  you  sent  that  dispatch,  "  Steve 
Mohawk  and  Effie  Douglas  started  for  Shawnee  ?  " 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  had  settled  with  Effie  Douglas.  I  had  paid  for  her 
land  and  Steve  Mohawk's  land  was  purchased.  She  had  $300  coming 
to  her  and  I  gave  her  checks  for  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  said  it  was  purchased  for  $1,800? 

Mr.  Garrett.  There  were  two  pieces  of  land;  one  was  for  EflSe 
Douglas  and  one  for  Steve  Mohawk.  .  I  was  trying  to  explain  why  I 
sent  that  telegram. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  wanted  to  do  it  quick? 

Mr.  Garrett.  No,  sir ;  I  had  been  down  there.  This  was  the  third 
time,  and  I  was  trying  to  make  a  settlement  with  the  Indians.  I 
wanted  to  give  them  the  monev  through  a  bank  so  I  would  have  some- 
thing to  show  for  it,  and  I  refused  to  send  any  more  money  into  Mex- 
ico l^cause  I  wanted  to  have  the  check  there.  That  is  why  I  wanted 
it  done  quick. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  keep  the  accounts? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Ye.s,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.    Have  you  got  them  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  them  with  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  submit  them  to  the  committee  to-mor- 
row? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  got  a  deed  for  a  piece  of  property,  that  deed 
for  the  south  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  5-12-1.  The  consid- 
eration mentioned  is  $1,600;  deed  from  Kah-ka-ne-peah.  Do  you 
Jmow  anything  about  that  deed? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Is  that  not  the  old  woman  that  was  referred  to? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Garrett.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  there  when  that  deed  was  taken. 
I  made  her  the  payment  after  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  you  see  her  to  make  the  payment  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  In  her  tent  in  the  village. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  she  sick  then  ? 
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Mr.  Garrett.  Jso,  sir;  she  had  been  swimming  that  morning. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  regard  to  that  land  that  you  bought,  the  deed 
says  $1,600.    How  much  money  did  you  really  pay  her? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Three  hundred  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  nnich  of  the  balance  was  paid  her? 

Mr.  GARREn\  I  will  have  to  get  the  lease  to  show  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  she  paid  the  balance  of  $1,600? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  am  unable  to  tell  you  until  I  get  the  lease. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  land  was  worth  from  $2,300  to  $2,400,  was  it 
not? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  have  never  seen  it.  I  believe  it  is  a  good  piece  of 
land.  Of  course,  you  realize  that  anvbody  who  would  come  down  and 
buy  land  would  want  to  make  something  on  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  this  man  Grimes  with  you  in  all  of  those 
transactions? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir;  L.  C.  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  saw  him  down  there,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Garreti\  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  saw  Doctor  Conine? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  Doctor  Conine  any  money  for  his 
services?* 

Mr.  Garrett.  There  was  a  proposition  to  Doctor  Conine  that  we 
would  pay  20  per  cent  on  the  land  or  give  him  a  salary,  either  one. 
He  had  a  contract  for  the  land  and  he  would  either  switch  that  for  a 
salary  or  take  an  interest  in  the  land,  and  I  do.not  know  which  he  has 
taken.     We  never  had  a  settlement. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  deed  from  Kah-ke-ne-peah,  for  daughter 
to  John  Garrett,  dated  December  1, 1906.    You  got  that  for  $150? 

Mr.  Garrett.  That  is  just  a  fraction. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  appraised  at  $3,500. 

Mr.  Garrett.  That  could  only  be  a  fraction ;  that  is,  the  deed  was 
sent  in  to  me.    Do  you  not  find  that  she  deeded  in  that  way  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  I  do  not  find  that. 

Mr.  Garrett.  Do  you  not  find  that  this  is  deeded  to  someone  else, 
that  fraction? 

Senator  Curtis.  No,  there  is  a  lease,  John  Garrett  to  George  R. 
King,  one-third  interest,  consideration  $150. 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  made  that  lease.  But  listen,  I  never  bought  a  piece 
of  land  as  cheap  as  $150. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  what  your  deed  shows,  acknowledged  be- 
fore Lobo,  and  George  Kishket<m  was  the  interpreter. 

Mr.  Garrett.  There  must  be  two  pieces  of  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  your  interpreter,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  (tarrett.  You  must  find  two  pieces  of  land  bought  from  the 
same  party,  and  you  will  find  that  the  80  was  paid  more  for. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Plea.^e  prcnluce  it. 

(The  witness  here  produced  the  paper.) 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Here  is  a  deed,  Xash-quat  to  John  Garrett,  March 
2, 1907,  lots  1,  2,  8,  22,  12,  1,  $700  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Se.  ator  Curtis.  You  had  no  interpreter  at  that  time  and  no  wit- 
nesses.    Do  you  know  where  you  took  that  deed? 

Mr.  Garrett.  It  was  taken  in  Monclova. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  take  that  here  ^before  Mr.  W.  S. 
Search? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  took  one  deed  before  Search.  That  Indian  reads 
and  writes  and  signs  his  own  name.  He  received  part  of  his  money 
from  the  bank. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  deed  from  Mi-neah  to  John  Garrett. 
The  consideration  for  that  deed  is  $1,000. 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir;  I  took  that  myself. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  land  is  worth  $2,000,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  never  saw  it,  but  I  suppose  it  is  a  good  piece  of 
land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  that  woman  sign  that  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  the  man  and  woman  both  sign. 
Those  were  the  only  two  deeds  I  took  myself. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  the  man  and  woman  make  that  deed? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir;  they  made  their  mark. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  it  happen  that  it  is  only  signed  by  one? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  do  not  know.     I  leave  that  to  my  attorney. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  did  not  see  them  both  sign  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  think  in  o  e  deed  you  will  find  they  both  signed, 
and  in  the  other  they  did  i  ot. 

Senator  Cirtis.  I  road  to  you  the  west  half  of  the  'northeast 
quarter  of  38-12-2  for  $1,000  and  another  tract  for  $1,000  appraised 
at  $1,600  and  only  signed  by  Mineah. 

Mr.  Garrett.  That  is  the  man,  I  guess.     He  only  signed  for  one. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Then  you  are  mistaken  about  the  wcmian  signing? 

Mr.  Garretf.  She  signed  one ;  I  don't  know  which  it  was  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  present  before  the  judge  when  that  was 
signed  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  George  Kish-ke-ton's  condition  that 
day? 

Mr.  Garrett.  The  day  they  were  signing  he  was  all  right. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  George  was  drunk  most  of  the  time  down  there, 
was  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  He  drank  some;  yes,  sir.  He  was  not  drunk  most  of 
the  time,  but  he  would  take  a  drink. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  piece  of  property  you  get  from  Wes-ko- 
pe-tho-que,  Effie  Douglas. 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  did  not  take  that  deed  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  that  deed  signed? 

Mr.  Garrett.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  todk  that  for  you  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  L.  C.  Grimes. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  that  girl  was  drunk 
or  sober  when  she  signed  that  deed,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  never  knew  of  her  drinking  any.  She  might  have 
been  dru^  k.  I  know  Effie  Douglas.  She  is  the  most  intelligent 
Kickapoo  Indian  in  this  country,  and  I  never  knew  of  her  drinking. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  was  not  the  one.  I  had  reference  to  another 
girl.     The  corsideration  in  that  deed  was  $800. 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  land  is  worth  $2,000. 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  would  like  to  get  $1,500  for  it. 
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Senator  Curtis.  It  is  appraised  at  $1,600.  You  got  another  tract 
from  her,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  got  an  80  and  40  for  $800. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  about  the  consideration  in  the  deed  as  $800 
in  each  deed  ? 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  did  not  put  in  at  all.     It  is  not  right. 

Senator  Curtis.  So  you  p)t  those  two  pieces  for  $800? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  are  worth  anyhow  $3,000,  are  they  not? 
Was  that  a  square  deal  to  those  Indians? 

Mr.  Garrett.  Will  you  allow  me  to  ask  a  (iiiestion?  I  submitted 
a  proposition  to  the  Interior  Department  that  I  had  gone  down  there 
and  bought  my  land  in  good  faith,  and  if  they  thought  I  had  not  paid 
enough  for  that  land  I  was  willing  to  submit  them  a  proposition  that 
I  be  allowed  to  appoint  an  appraiser  and  they  appoint  one,  and  those 
two  to  select  another.  I  would  like  to  present  that  paper  to  the 
committee. 

Se  ator  Curtis.  Are  you  willing  to  do  that  now? 

Mr.  (tarreit.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Then  I  have  no  further  (luestions  to  ask  you. 

Mr.  Garrett.  I  have  nothing  to  hold  back  fi-om  the  committee  at 
all. 

The  proposition  is  as  follows: 

To  the  honorahic  CommtHnioHvr  of  Indiati  Affairx,  Washington,  I).  (\ 

Sib:  At  different  times  durinj?  the  year  I  liave  inircha8t»<l  in  pood  faitli  nine 
tracts  of  land  from  nonresident  KicltaiM)o  Indians,  and  paid  tlierefor  wliat  I 
considered  a  retisonable  eonsideration.  The  proiM»rty  was  pnrrliasiHl  after  the 
approval  .of  the  act  removing  tlie  restrictions  from  the  nonresident  KickaiN)os 
and  pnrchasecl  In  the  host  of  faith.  It  is  imi)osslble  to  pive  a  complete  de- 
scription of  till*  property  witliout  Imvinp  the  d«>eds  immediately  present,  but 
the  names  and  descriptions  will  be  furnished  if  you  so  desire.  Since  tlie  pur- 
chase of  these  lan<ls  the  (iovernmcnt  has  tiled  cases  in  injunction  stacking  to 
enjoin  the  disi)OKal  of  the  same.  While  I  do  not  conccnle  the  validity  of  the 
Government's  case,  I  am  willinp  to  adjust  all  cases  in  winch  I  am  interested 
If  the  same  can  l)e  done  with  fairness  to  all  parties.  I  tlierefore,  in  good 
faith,  submit  the  following  proiwsitions: 

A  committee*  of  arbitration  or  appraisers  to  be  apiK)inte<l,  as  follows:  One 
to  be  selected  by  the  Indian  Department,  one  to  be  s«»U»cteil  by  me.  and  a  third 
to  be  selected  by  the  two  first  chosen.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  board  of 
appraisers  to  visit  said  tracts  of  land,  and  after  a  personal  inspection,  esti- 
mate the  value  thereof  and  if  the  value  so  estinmttHl  be  greater  than  the 
price  I  have  paid,  then  in  tliat  event  I  agrcn*  to  pay  forthwitli  to  the  Indian 
agent,  or  wlioever  the  Dei)artment  names,  the  difference  betwet»n  the  purchase 
price  and  the  appraised  value.  When  I  shall  have  paid  the  apiiraised  value 
as  above  set  out,  the  (lOvernnuMit  or  its  authorized  agent  to  approve  the  deeds 
already  made  or  issue  patents  for  the  same. 

I  very  re8i)ectfully  and  earnestly  solicit  an  early  consideration  of  this 
proposition. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Mr.  Jacobs.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  committee  that  we  authorized 
Mr.  Garrett,  those  of  us  who  are  interested  together,  Mr.  (xrimes 
and  myself,  to  make  this  proposition  to  the  Interior  Department  to 
appoint  these  appraisers,  and  if  they  are  not  right  we  are  willing 
to  do  what  is  right  about  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  know  what  the  appraisement  is,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Jacobs.  No,  sir:  I  have  not  given  it  any  thought. 

At  10.30  o'clock  p.  m.  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow, 
November  19,  at  9  oxlock  a.  m. 
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Shawnee,  Okla.,  Novemher  19^  1907. 

The  siibcominittee  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

Present:  Senators  Teller  (chairman)  and  Curtis;  also  Mr.  John 
Embry,  United  States  attorney  for  Oklahoma,  and  Mr.  M.  J.  Bent- 
ley,  representing  the  Mexican  Kickapoo  Indians. 

WILLARD  JOHNSTON,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified 
as  follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  Whdii  is  your  name? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Willard  Johnston. 

Senator  Curtis.  AMiat  is  your  business  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  am  in  the  banking  business. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  banking  business? 

Mr.  Johnston.  About  twelve  or  thirteen  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  Shawnee  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  With  what  bank  are  you  connected? 

Mr.  Johnston.  The  State  National  Bank. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Cade  is  also  connected  with  that  bank,  is  he? 

Mr.  JoHNSixjN.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Mr.  Russell  Johnson,  in  his  lifetime,  con- 
nected with  that  bank? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  what  capacity  was  he  conne^^ted  with  it? 

Mr.  eloiiNSTON.  As  assistant  cashier. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  stiit«  to  the  committee  if  at  any 
time  during  the  year  190G  you  entered  into  a  combination  with  any 
other  persons  in  this  city  or  county  or  State  to  buy  lands  of  the  Kick- 
apoo Indians  who  were  then  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  eJoHNSTON.  Ycs,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  the  gentlemen,  and  what  was  the  un- 
derstanding between  them? 

-Mr.  Johnston.  Mr.  C.  M.  Cade,  Russell  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Grimes. 

Senator  Citrtis.  L.  C.  Grimes  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now  state  what  the  agi'eement  was. 

Mr.  Johnston.  The  agreement  was  that  Mr.  Cade  and  I  were  to 
furnish  the  money  to  buy  a  few  pieces  of  land.  Russell  Johnson 
and  Mr.  Grimes  were  to  buy  the  land  and  sell  it  and  we  were  to  di- 
vide the  profits. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  carrying  out  that  agreement  who  did  you  send 
to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Russell  Johnson. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  We  did  not  send  Mr.  Grimes,  but  he  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  went  there,  did  he? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  representing  you  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  representing  us 
or  not. 

Senator  Cirtis.  He  was  your  partner,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  think  he  was  particularly  representing  us. 
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Senator  Curtis.  He  and  Johnson  were  working  together,  were 
they  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  In  soirie  things;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  they  not  working  together  with  you? 

Mr.  Johnston.  They  were  working  together  with  regard  to  lands. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else  did  they  employ? 

Mr.  eJoHNSTON.  Nohody  else. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  acted  as  interpreter  for  them  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  instruct  you  to  send  them  an  interpreter? 

Mr.  eToHNSTON.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  they  did  have  an  inter- 
preter? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  of  course  you  know  that  as  a  partner  you 
are  responsible  for  the  acts  of  your  agents  in  Mexico,  and  you  have 
your  title  based  upoi\  that  conduct? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  bought  land  from  those  Indians  and  held 
possession  of  some  of  it,  and  you  got  it  for  about  one-sixth  of  its 
vahie — ^some  of  it,«did  you  not? 

Mr.  eJoHNSTON.  I  do  not  think  so;  we  got  some  of  it  cheap,  how- 
ever. 

Senator  Curtis.  -You  got  some  at  one-fifth  of  its  value,  did  you 
not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  got  one  piece  of  land  for  $800  that  wuis  w^orth 
$4,000,  did  you  not  ? 
Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  the  largest  bargain  you  made  according 
to  your  figures,  or  the  best  bargain  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  could  not  say  which  was  the  best  bargain. 

Senator  Curtis.  Russell  Johnson  was  your  agent  down  there,  was 
he  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  he  hired  a  drunken  interpreter,  you  are  respon- 
sible, are  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  think  he  hired  a  drunken  interpreter. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  the  evidence  showed  that  the  interpreter  he 
hired  was  dnmk,  and  we  have  evidence  that  he  hired  him  and  had 
him  brought  there,  you  are  responsible,  are  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Kot  if  we  did  not  instruct  him  to  do  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  you  secured  a  deed  by  reason  of  his  employing 
a  drunken  interpreter,  and  that  interpreter  misrepresented  the  facts, 
you  are  responsible,  are  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  read  this  dispatch :  "  Russell  Johnson, 
Eagle  Pass,  Tex.  Come  at  once;  bring  Harry  and  Willie.  Every- 
thing right.    Answer."    You  knew  what  Harry  and  Willie  meant? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. , 

Senator  Curtis.  They  are  two  Indian  interpreters,  Henry  and 
Willie  Murdock.  One  Indian  interpreter  on  the  stand,  paid  by  you, 
swore  that  he  was  drunk  all  the  time. 
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Mr.  Johnston.  I  never  paid  him  a  dollar  in  my  life. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  your  agent  paid  him? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  never  paid  him  a  dollar  in  my  life. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  your  agent  paid  him,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Russell  Johnson  paid  everybody  who  worked  for 
him,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  suppose  so;  I  did  not  know  that  he  had  an  in- 
terpreter working  for  him.  He  never  advised  me  that  he  had  an 
interpreter  workmg  for  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Would  not  this  dispatch  indicate  whether  or  not 
he  had  an  interpreter  working  for  him:  "How  long  shall  I  hold 
Henry.  Sent  his  folks  home.  Do  you  *  need  me  ?  Answer  here, 
send  mail  sure  to-day."  That  is  from  Russell  Johnson  to  A*  T. 
Brown.  What  do  you  think  about  that?  Do  you  know  anything 
about  it  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  did  you  place  to  the  credit  of 
those  gentlemen? 

Mr.  Johnston.  At  Eagle  Pass? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes;  how  much  did  you  send  them  from  here? 

Mr.  Johnston.  All  told,  I  think  we  sent  them  about  $13,000. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  Russell  Johnston  down  on  the  ground 
there  before  that  bill  became  a  law,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Y^es,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  sent  him  dow^n  there  in  anticipation  of 
the  pasvsage  of  that  bill,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Y^es,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  your  instructions  to  him  as  to  buying 
land — as  to  the  price  he  should  pay  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  We  told  him  to  buy  it  as  cheap  as  he  could,  and  if 
he  could  not  buy  it  cheap  not  to  buy  it  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  guess  he  bought  it  cheap  enough. 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  you  have  not  got  a  piece  of 
land  but  that  you  have  doubled  your  money  on? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Y'es,  sir;  I  know  we  have  land 

Senator  Cirtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  land  that  was  bought 
by  your  crowd  and  by  tlie  Chapman  crowd  and  by  the  Grimes  crowd, 
for  which  you  gentlemen  claimed  to  pay  $40,000,  is  worth  $300,000, 
and  you  got  your  share  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  I  know  as  to  our  land 
I  made  less  money  on  it. 

Senator  CurtisI  AVould  you  turn  your  lands  back  to  those  Indians? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Y^es,  sir;  if  they  want  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  make  a  deed  of  the  land  back  to  the  Gov- 
ernment ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Y^es;  this  land  that  we  have  not  sold. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  pay  the  assessed  value  of  this  land  to 
those  Indians — the  appraised  value  of  the  land  ?  Are  you  willing  to 
give  those  Indians  what  their  land  is  worth? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  did  give  it  to  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  you  gave  those  Indians  what  their  land 
was  worth? 
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Mr.  Johnston.  I  think  so ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  vou  say  to  this  committee  that  you  believe 
that? 

Mr.  Johnston.  This  is  the  idea:  I  expected  to  make  a  profit  out 
of  the  land  or  I  would  not  have  gone  into  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  to-day,  banker  as  you  are,  are  not  willing 
to  say  to  this  committee  that  you  will  do  justice  to  these  Indians? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  think  I  have  done  justice;  I  have  always  tried  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  Some  poorer  people  who  have  been  before  this 
committee  are  willing  to  do  justice  to  the  Indians,  but  you  bankers 
do  not  seem  willing. 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  have  always  bought  land  as  cheap  as  I  could. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  Doctor  Conine,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  met  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  his  position  down  in  Mexico,  do  you 
not  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  him  until  after  this  deal. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  that  your  man,  Russell  Johnson,  whom 
you  had  down  there  was  in  cahoots  with  him  and  working  with  him, 
did  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Let  me  show  you  that  he  was.  Here  is  a  telegram 
to  R.  C.  Conine,  dated  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  June  19,  1D03:  ''Bill  in 
hands  of  President.  Bentley  is  liere.  Get  passports  for  Indians 
you  bring.  When  do  you  start  ?  "  That  shows  he  was  working  with 
Conine,  does  it  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  It  looks  like  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  another  one :  "  To  R.  C.  Conine  " — and  I 
will  say  that  I  am  reading  these  telegrams  to  you  to  show  you  what 
your  agents  did  down  there. 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  will  say  that  I  did  not  know  that  Russell  John- 
son ever  knew  Conine  until  he  came  up  here,  after  he  was  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  want  to  show  you  who  your  man,  Russell  John- 
son, who  was  your  agent,  and  for  whose  acts  you  are  responsible, 
associated  with  down  there,  and  what  they  resorted  to  to  get  these 
deeds:  "R.  C.  Conine,  Musquiz.  Bill  is  signed.  Where  is  Grimes? 
Wire  Eagle  Pass  who  he  has.  Answer  here."  That  is  siraed  by 
Russell  Johnson.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  another  dis- 
patch, because  we  hope  you  will  read  this  testimony  when  we  get 
through  with  it:  "Russell  Johnson,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.:  Come  at 
once.     Bring  Henry  and  Willie?     Everytliing  all  right.     Answer." 

Now  this  property  deeded  to  Cade,  from  Ah-nes-snenne  to  C.  M. 
Cade,  June  23,  1006,  for  the  E.  i  SW.  i  sec.  2,  T.  11,  R.  2;  do  you 
know  that  piece  of  land  ?     You  sold  it  to  Reuben  Smith. 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  paid  the  Indians  $800  for  that  land,  did 
you  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  say  to  this  committee  that  that  was  all 
it  was  worth. 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  I  said  under  the  circumstances — not  what 
we  are  going  to  get  for  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then,  on  October  19,  you  sold  that  same  land  to 
Smith  for  $2,500? 
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Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  virtually  robbed  those  Indians  out  of  $1,700, 
did  you  not  ?  ' 

Mr.  Johnston.  Xo,  sir;  I  took  a  chance  on  it.  If  we  had  it  now 
we  could  not  get  a  thousand  dollars  for  it. 

Senator  Ciktis.  Is  that  the  kind  of  profit  you  bankers  want  to 
make  down  there? 

Mr. Johnston.  Yes,  sir;  whenever  we  can. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  another  trans- 
action. Here  is  a  deed  from  Ah-ten-y-tuck  and  wife  to  Willard 
Johnston — that  is  yourself  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  paid  $900  for  that,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  What  is  the  number  ©f  it — I  do  not  remember 
the  number. 

Senator  Curtis.  Thev  are  lots  4  and  5  in  sec.  23,  T.  12,  R.  1.  You 
paid  the  Indians  for  that  land  $925,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  the  consideration  mentioned  in  the  deed. 
You  did  not  pay  more  than  the  consideration  mentioned  in  the  deed,* 
did  you  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  some  cases  you  did  not  pay  that  much,  did 
you. 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  paid  the  exact  amount  that  was  mentioned  in 
the  deed  in  every  case. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  sold  that  same  land  to  Mr.  Grimes  for 
$4,250,  did  you  not,  for  a  40  or  an  80? 

Mr.  Johnston.  That  is  the  same  description  exactly.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  a  40  or  an  80. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  sold  it  to  Grimes  for  $4,250  on  the  20th  of 
August,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  think  there  is  an  error  in  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  records  ought  not  to  err. 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  think  the  records  will  show  that 

Senator  Curtis.  You  gave  the  Indians  all  the  land  was  worth  at 
the  time,  did  you? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Well,  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  said  a  moment  ago  that  you  did. 

Mr.  Johnston.  In  some  cases  I  said  we  did;  in  some  cases  we 
gave  what  it  was  worth. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  how  many  cases  out  of  the  whole  number? 

Mr.  Johnston.  In  one  or  two  cases  we  can  not  get  out  on,  and 
that  is  one  piece  up  here  that  I  would  like  to  turn  back  to  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  would  not  agree  to  turn  back  the  good  land 
to  them. 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  I  would  not  want  to  do  that.  We  got 
stuck  on  one  or  two  pieces;  we  had  to  take  our  chances  on  it.  We 
have  one  piece  that  is  nothing  but  a  lake. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  deed  from  Chah-ko-sot  to  C.  M.  Cade, 
the  consideration  in  the  deed  being  $1,850.  That  is  the  east  half 
of  the  northeast  quarter  of  sec.  14,  T.  12,  B.  1.  Did  you  pay  that 
Indian  what  it  was  worth. 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir.    There  is  a  four  years'  lease  on  that. 
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Senator  Cfrtis.  Then  why  did  yoii  sell  that  land  to  John  F. 
Everest  for  $3,500,  if  that  was  all  it  was  worth? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  did  not  do  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  got  a  deed  from  Mr.  Cade  and  wife  to  Mr. 
Everest,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  never  sold  any  land  to  Everest. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  is  a  deedliere  just  the  same.  It  is  Ernest 
instead  of  Everest.     You  got  that,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  took  a  mortgage  for  $1,500? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir.  The  fellow  would  like  to  get  it  turned 
back. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  robbed  them  out  of  that  $-2,000,  did  you 
not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  we  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  you  say  it  is  not  w^orth  $1,500  and  you  got 
$3,500,  and  there  was  only  a  mortgage  of  $1,500;  that  shows  that 
there  is  $2,000  in  your  bank  or  in  your  pocket. 

Mr.  JoHNvSTON.  I  think  we  made  a  ^ood  profit  when  we  sold  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  are  willing  to  have  the  man  who  holds 
the  mortgage  hold  the  bag,  are  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  that. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  are  in  favor  of  anybody 
holding  the  bag  but  yourself? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  am  not  a  judge  of  that.  lie  is  as  good  a  judge 
as  I  am. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  another  piece  of  property  from  Kee-slieck- 
ko-tha  and  wife  to  Willard  Johnston,  of  the  east  lialf  of  the  north- 
east quarter  of  sec.  4,  T.  11,  R.  2,  for  $2,000.  What  do  you  say 
about  that  property ;  is  that  all  it  is  worth  ? 

Mr.  Johnston,  rractically  so;  yes,  sir.  It  is  in  very  bad  con- 
dition. 

•     Senator  Curtis.  That  property  has  been  ai)praiscd  by  disinteitisted 
appraisers  at  $4,800. 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  would  like  to  see  a  man  get  that  for  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  do  not  suppose  anybody  would  give  you  any- 
thing for  it,  because  they  do  not  suppose  you  have  a  title. 

Mr.  Johnston.  AMiat  is  it  rented  lor? 

Senator  Curtis.  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Johnston.  There  was  not  $100  worth  of  stuff  raised  on  it 
this  year,  and  this  is  a  pretty  good  year. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  a  deed  from 
Kah-pah-o-mah  to  Willard  Johnston,  dated  June  28,  10()(>,  being  the 
east  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  sec.  14,  T.  12,  R.  1,  for  $1,750. 
Is  that  all^that  land  is  worth  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  a  long-time  lease  on  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  land  has  been  appraised  at  $3,500. 

Mr.  Johnston.  We  have  been  trying  to  sell  it  for  $2,500  for 
eighteen  months  and  can  not  do  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  the  cause  of  this  trouble,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir ;  it  has  been  since  this  trouble  came  up. 

Senator  Curtis:  Do  you  not  know  that  there  has  been  trouble 
about  these  lands  since  the  time  these  deeds  were  recorded;  do  you 
not  know  that  your  partner,  Grimes,  had  to  go  into  court  to  get  a 
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^  guardian  discharged  for  minors,  and  do  you  not  know  that  the 
*  matter  has  been  in  court  and  that  the  Indian  agent,  Mr.  Thackery, 
has  been  trying  to  get  possession  of  this  land,  and  all  of  you  people 
have  had  information  that  it  was  in  cont rovers}^  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Mr.  Thackery,  as  Indian  agent,  i-efused  to  accept 
any  of  the  lease  money  and  turned  over  all  the  lease  papers  to  us. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  lease  did  he  ever  turn  over  to  you? 

Mr.  eJoHNSTON.  That  was  all.  • 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say  to  you  about  it? 

Mr.  Johnston.  He  did  not  say  anything  at  all.  We  showed  him 
our  deeds. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  he  turned  those  papers  over  to  you? 

Mr.  •T()HNsix)N.  They  refused  to  accept  the  lease  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  MiC  Thackery  did  that,  did  he? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir;  we  supposed  it  was  absolutely  all  right, 
and  that  there  was  no  question  about  it;  we  never  thought  but  that 
it  was  all  right. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  another  piece  of  property  deeded  by  Mah- 
puo-the-eck  to  Russell  Johnson.  You  j^aid  $500  ior  that  property. 
What  was  that  property  worth  ? 

Mr.  JoHNsn^N.  \\liat  are  the  numbers  of  it? 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  lots  3  and  4  of  sec.  5,  T.  10,  R.  3;  $500.  What 
is  that  land  worth  that  you  paid  $500  for? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  think  that  is  a  piece  up  here  on  the  railroad, 
a  very  rough  piece  of  land,  worth  probably  seven  or  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  Yet  you  sold  it  on  the  i^Tth  day  of  August,  1906, 
to  Nikslous. 

Mr.  Johnston.  That  is  not  the  same  piece  of  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  the  pi^ce  of  land  I  have  read  to  you. 

Mr.  Johnston.  Then. I  am  mistaken  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  sold  that  piece  of  land  that  vou  got  from 
that  man  for  $500  for  $-2,000,  did  vou  not  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  That  was  a  di^erent  piece  of  land  from  the  land 
I  thought  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  took  a  mortgage  on  it  for  $1,000.  Has 
that  mortgage  been  paid  off? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  there  is  another  piece  of  land  in  that 
same  section  that  I  still  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  piece  of  property  deeded  by  Pah-j^e-ah- 
she  and  his  wife  to  Cade  of  lots  5,  6,  and  7.  You  gave  $600  for  that 
property.     Wlmt  is  that  worth  ? 

Mr.  »ToHNsiY)N.  Is  that  in  section  5? 

Senator  Cirtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Johnston.  It  is  worth  about  six  or  seven  hundred  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  has  been  appraised  at  $900. 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  would  like  to  get  that  for  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Xow,  I  have  read  you  a  descrij)tion  of  every  piece 
of  property,  and  there  is  not  one  that  has  been  mentioned  but  what 
has  been  appraised,  and  what  is  not  deemed  worth  double,  and  from 
double  to  tliree  times  what  you  paid  for  it,  except  the  last  piece. 

Mr.  Johnston.  That  last  piece  is  appraised  at  $000,  and  yet  there 
is  a  lease  on  it  for  $25  a  year. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  it  worth? 
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Mr.  Johnston.  It  is  not  worth  more  than  six  or  seven  hundred 
dollars  at  the  outside. 

Senator  Ccrtis.  That  is  the  only  piece  that  I  have  read  to  you  that 
you  got  that  is  not^worth  more  than  you  paid  for  it,  and  that  you 
admit  is  worth  more  than  you  paid  for  it. 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  not  considering  any  expense  con- 
nected with  the  conveyance  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  expense  were  you  at? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  was  at  a  good  deal  of  expense. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  was  Mr.  Russell  Johnson  down  there? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Several  weeks.     His  wife  was  with  him. 

Senator:  Curtis.  It  would  cost  him  and  his  wife  down  in  that  neigh- 
borhood to  board  not  over  $2.50  to  $3  a  day ;  you  can  get  a  room  there 
for  $1.50  a  day ;  he  was  there  a  month,  so  his  expenses  ought  to  have 
been  $00.     You  had  how  many  deeds? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Eight. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  expense  for  acknowledging  those  deeds  ought 
not  to  have  been  over  $1  apiece.  It  would  be  50  cents  apiece  in  Kan- 
sas; that  would  be  $J>8.     jJow,  how  much  was  your  expense? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  know  what  the  expense  was. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  not  an  expense  account? 

Mr.  JoNHSTON.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  not  bring  your  expense  account  here  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  say  I  have  not  got  it.    Mr.  Russell  Johnson  had  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  not  get  it  from  his  estate? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  know.  Russell  had  it.  He  had  the  ex- 
pense account  of  everything. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  even  save  the  dispatches  you  received 
from  Russell  Johnscm,  did  you? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  VThy  did  you  destroy  those  dispatches? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  never  kept  a  personal  dispatch  in  my  life. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  think  it  proper  to  keep  a  personal 
dispatch  in  a  transaction  as  important  as  this? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Ci^tis.  Could  you  estimate  what  your  expenses  were? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could;  our  expenses  were 
several  hundred  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  does  the  consideration  figure  up  for 
the  lands  you  bought?    Can  you  tell  us  that? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  could  not  without  looking  it  up  carefully. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  can  you  not  give  us  some  idea  of  it;  did  you 
have  any  attorney's  fees  to  pay? 

Mr.  fJc)HN8TON.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  interpreter's  fees  to  pay? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Not  that  I  remember.  Russell  had  an  itemized 
account  of  the  expense  of  everything.  I  looked  over  it,  but  did  not 
go  over  it  carefully.    I  always  had  the  utmost  confidence  in  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  interpreters  have  testified  here  that  they 
worked  for  $2.50  a  day  for  the  month — or  $125  a  month.  So,  if 
Russell  Johnstm  had  an  interpreter  all  the  time  his  expenses  could 
not  have  exceeded  $150  for  interpreters,  could  it?  Now,  you  had  an 
expense  for  board  for  himself  and  wife,  and  expense  for  interpreters 
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of  not  exceeding  $250,  and  you  say  you  sent  altogether  how  much 
down  there? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Something  like  $13,000. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  he  bring  honte  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  remember  just  how  much. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  idea  ? 

Mr:  Johnston.  I  do  not  thiiiK  to  exceed  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  lie  brought  back  $1,500;  that  shows  that  you 
paid  $12,000  down  there.  Now,  the  difference  between  the  considera- 
tion mentioned  in  the  deeds  and  the  amount  that  you  sent  there,  less 
this  $1,500  returned  by  him,  would  indicate  the  outside  expenses, 
would  it  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  Mr.  Johnston,  do  you  not  know  as  a  matter 
of  fact  that  that  outside  expense  went  for  whisky  and  for  beer  and 
mescal  ? 

Mr.. Johnston.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  And  do  you  not  know  that  llussell  Johnson 
and  L.  C.  Grimes,  your  agents,  debauched  those  Indians  week  in  and 
week  out  with  whisky,  mescal,  and  beer? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  I  do  not  think  RuSvSell  Johnson 
would  do  such  a  thing. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  the  evidence  shows  that  he  was  a  party  to  it. 
L.  C.  Grimes  was  your  partner,  was  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  we  just  instructed  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  j^ou  say  now  that  he  was  not  your  i)artner? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  except  in  this  way,  we  instructed  Russell 
to  see  and  consult  with  Grimes  about  any  land  that  he  bought  in 
Oklahoma  County.    We  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Tou  have  testified,  and  so  has  Mr.  Cade,  that  he 
was  a  one-fourth  partner  with  you. 

Mr.  Johnston.  That  is  what  I  said,  that  we  agreed  to  do  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  if  he  was  your  partner  you  are  responsible 
for  his  acts. 

Mr.  Johnston.  We  did  not  pay  Grimes's  expenses  down  there. 
We  did  not  give  Grimes  one  dollar  in  any  way. 

The  Chaik.^ian.  Did  Russell  Johnson  and  you  pay  all  the  ex- 
penses ?    Did  you  put  up  the  money  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Mr.  Cade  and  I  did. 

The  Chairman.  Did  Mr.  Grimes  put  up  any  money  at  all? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  \Miat  was  he  to  do  for  which  he  was  to  have  one- 
fourth  of  the  profits? 

Mr.  Johnston.  He  was  to  pass  on  the  price  of  the  land  and  the 
quality  of  the  land,  and  asvsist  Russell  in  buying  it. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  acres  of  land  did  you  buy? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Altogether? 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

Mr.  Johnston.  Six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  Eight  80's,  I  think, 
were  all ;  that  would  be  a  section  of  land. 

The  Chairman.  That  cost  you  how  much? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Between  twelve  and  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  not  give  the  exact  amount? 
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Mr.  Johnston.  I  can  not;  no,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  It  was  between  twelve  and  thirteen  thousand 
dollars?  • 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir;  Russell  had  all  those  papers  in  his  pos- 
session.   They  were  in  his  private  papers. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  not  get  those  papers? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  can  not  write  for  them  now;  he  just  died  a  few 
days  ago. 

The  Chairman.  Were  not  the  papers  in  the  bank  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  they  were  locked  up  in  his  private  box. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  not  access  to  them,  have  you  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir. 

The  CHAm;tfAN.  Have  you  figured  it  up  how  much  it  cost  you  an 
acre  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  have  you  sold  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  think  we  have  sold  probably  three  pieces. 

The  Chairman.  All  of  that  L>40  acres? 

]Mr.  Johnston.  Yes.  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Then  you  have  sold  400  acres,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

The  CnAHtMAN.  Now,  on  that  you  made  a  net  profit  of  $.*^,150,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  About  that. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  is  that  not  exactly  what  you  have,  accord- 
ing to  your  own  statement  ?  How  much  profit  have  you  made  on  the 
other  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  know  whether  we  have  made  any  or  not. 

The  C^hairman.  Those  two  pieces  that  vou  sokl  were  100  acres, 
were  they  not  ?    The  first  was  $3,r)00.    That  was  an  80,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes.  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Then  you  sold  another  80  for  $2,800,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  think  we  ever  sold  an  80  for  $2,800. 

The  Chairman.  You  said  you  sold  a  piece  for  which  you  i:)aid 
$1,750  for  $2.S00.  These  are  the  figures  that  were  read  to  you,  and 
you  said  "  Yes."" 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  can  not  recall  any  such  price  as  that  right  now. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Here  is  a  piece  that  cost  $800,  and  it  was  sold  to 
Reuben  AY.  Smith  for  $2,500. 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  that  is  right ;  I  did  not  remember  it.  It  was 
$2,800. 

The  Chairman.  You  sold  one  80  for  $3,500? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  sold  one  80  for  $2,500? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes.  sir. 

The  Chair3ian.  And  you  sold  one  for  $4,250?  Now,  how  much 
have  you  lost  in  these  transactions? 

Mr.  Johnston.  We  have  not  lost  anything  that  I  know  of. 

The  CHAIR3IAN.  How  much  have  you  made? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  know  that  we  will  make  anything  until 
we  sell  the  other  land. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  made  so  much  profit  that  you  could  not 
lose  anvthing,  could  you  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  we  would  come  out  about  even. 
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Senator  Curtis.  In  that  Grimes  deed  I  notice  that  there  are  other 
tracts;  it  does  not  say  how  many,  but  Grimes  sold  that  land  for 
$2,250-— 4  and  5.  It  cost  them  $925,  and  Grimes  sold  the  same  land 
for  $2,250.  .   .  / 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  divide  this  land  with  Grimes  and  give 
him  his  share? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  make  him  a  deed? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  proportion  did  he  get  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  We  let  nim  have  the  piece  of  land  that  was  deeded 
to  him. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  figured  it  that  he  made  a  profit  then  on 
the  value  of  that  piece  of  land  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  le.ss  the  mortgage:  there  is  a  mortgage  of 
$2,250  on  it  that  he  paid  us. 

The  Chairman.  He  took  it  subject  to  the  mortgage,  did  he? 

Mr.  eToHNSTOX.  Yes,  sir;  he  bought  it  from  us  and  then  mortgaged 
it  and  paid  us  the  amount  he  got  on  the  mortgage. 

The  CiiAiR^rAN.  How  much  profit  did  Grimes  make — he  did  not 
put  a  dollar  in — how  much  did  he  make? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Well,  if  you  consider  that  the  land  was  worth  the 
consideration  mentioned  in  the  deed,  he  made  about  $1,750 ;  if  the  land 
is  worth  less  than  that,  he  made  that  much  less. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  a  transaction  in  which  he  did  not  put  up 
a  dollar. 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  say  he  had  not  put  up  any  money? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No.  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  profit  did  Mr.  Bussell  Johnson  make  in 
the  transaction? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  know;  Russell  got  that  piece  of  land  up 
there,  and  then  he  paid  in  something;  I  do  not  remember  how  much. 

The  Chairman.  He  undoubtedly  made  as  much  as  Grimes  did,  did 
he  not  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Nearly  so. 

The  Chairman.  Did  he  not  make  as  much? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  think  he  did  make  quite  as  much. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  you  say  Grimes  made,  $1,750? 

Mr.  Johnston.  That  is  considering  the  value  of  his  land  at  that 
price.  I  do  not  think  the  land  is  worth  any  such  amount  as  that.  He 
took  it  at  that  rate  and  paid  the  consideration  mentioned  in  the  deed. 

The  Chairman.  Then  there  was  $3,500  made  by  those  two  men  who 
did  not  put  up  a  dollar.    That  is  a  pretty  fair  profit,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  think  so;  they  can  not  get  any  such 
amount  as  that  out  of  the  land  now. 

The  CirAHniAN.  You  arc  not  willinir  to  turn  back  to  the  Indians, 
then,  even  if  you  got  your  money  out  of  it? 

Mr.  JoHNsiH)N.  No,  sir;  I  want  a  fair  profit  out  of  it.  I  think  I 
am  entitled  to  a  fair  profit. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  think  you  are  entitled  to  a  fair  profit  from  the 
land  that  your  agent  robbed  the  Indians  of? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  want  a  profit  on  robbery? 
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Mr.  Johnston.  I  do  not  think  they  robl)ed  them.     I  think  we 

Eaid  the  true  value  of  that  land.  I  have  bouo:ht  a  great  deal  of 
idian  land  and  made  more  money  out  of  lots  of  land  that  I  bought 
than  I  did  out  of  this. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  perfectly  legitimate  for  you  to  buy  land  from 
people  who  know  what  it  is  worth,  if  you  do  not  resort  to  dishonest 
methods  to  get  it. 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  trusted  Russell  Johnson  and  sent  him  down 
there  to  pay  that  money  to  the  Indians  in  the  presence  of  witnesses 
so  there  could  be  no  question  in  any  manner,  shape,  or  form. 

Senator  Curtis.     And  not  to  pay  too  much  for  it  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Not  to  pay  too  much  for  it.  We  were  taking  lots 
of  chances  in  buying  it^  We  did  not  know  the  land ;  it  was  possible 
that  one  80  might  he  worth  three  times  as  much  as  another  80  ad- 
joining it. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  had  Mr.  Grimes  looking  up  the  good 
lands  for  you  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  He  was  to  look  up  the  goo<l  land  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  made  a  bad  mistake,  like  the  bal- 
ance of  us.  A  man  can  not  tell.  There  is  no  man  living  who  can 
accurately  judge  the  value  of  that  land. 

The  Chairman.  Was  Orimes  up  there  about  a  month  ? 

Mr.  Johnstc^n.  I  do  not  know  how  long  he  was  there.  The  land 
that  he  bought  for  $200  adjoins  another  piece  that  we  paid  $2,000 
for. 

The  Chairman.  AVhat  did  you  say  ? 

Mr.  Johnston.  I  say  that  one  piece  of  land  that  he  bought  for 
$200  adjoins— or  I  think  there  is  an  80,  maybe,  between  them — that 
he  paid  $2,000  for.  The  $200  piece  has  a  lake  on  it  that  cuts  it  into 
pieces. 

The  Chairman.  You  bought  that  of  an  Indian,  did  you? 

Mr.  Johnston.  Yes,  sir.' 

The  Chairman.  And  that  is  all  you  gave  him  for  it  ? 

Mr.  JoHNSix)N.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  It  has  been  our  experience  that  what  you  give  an 
Indian  for  his  land  is  no  evidence  of  its  true  value.  As  far  as  we 
have  been  able  to  discover,  it  is  nothing  like  what  it  is  worth.  I 
think  the  policy  has  l)een  to  give  them  about  25  per  cent  of  what  it 
was  worth.     Was  that  not  your  theory? 

Mr.  Johnston.  No,  sir;  we  paid  a  good  deal  more  than  that. 

The  Chairman.  Some  of  you  people  fixed  that  as  the  proper 
amount  to  pay  an  Indian,  25  ])er  cent  of  its  value,  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve most  of  them  ever  g:et  that. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

L.  C.  GRIMES,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Cirtis.  State  your  name  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Grimes.  L.  C.  Grimes. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Ilarrah,  Okla. 

Senator  Citrtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Harrah  ? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  I  have  lived  in  Harrah  and  right  across  the  river  I 
guess  about  eleven  or  twelve  years. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Where  did  you  live  before  that ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  In  Oklahoma  City. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  your  business  there? 

Mr.  (trimes.  My  business  was  fanning  and  I  ran  a  sand  business 
there  at  that  time. 

Senator  Ci'rtis.  Did  you  do  any  farming  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How^  many  acres  did  you  own  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  About  20  acres. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  owned  20  acres,  you  say? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  had  a  little  sand  business? 

Mr.  Griaies.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  good  big  sand  business,  all  the  busi- 
ness of  the  town,  jn-etty  nearly. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  How  long  did  you  have  that  sand  business? 

Mr.  Grimks.  I  think  about  eight  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  a  regular  sand  apparatus  to  get  the 
sand  out  of  the  river  or  did  you  haul  it  in  w^agons? 

Mr.  (irimes.  I  hauled  it  out  of  a  pit ;  just  dug  it  out  of  the  ground. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  live  at  Harrah,  now? 

Mr.  (Jrimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  What  were  you  doing  during  the  year  190G,  most 
of  the  time  ? 

Mr.  (iRiMEs.  Part  of  the  time,  in  the  sj^ring,  I  was  attending  to 
my  farm,  and  later  on  I  went  to  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  late  in  the  spring  was  it  that  you  went  to 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  it  was  about  the  17th  of  Maj^,  if  I  recollect 
correcttly.     I  am  not  sure.     We  started 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  started  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Myself  and  othef  parties  who  went  with  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  they? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Mack  Johnson  and  his  wife  and  Henrv  Murdock  and 
his  wife  and  a  girl  by  the  name  of  Ah-the-to-<jua,  and  Mack  Johnson's 
sister-ill-law.    I  believe  they  were  all  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  white  men  went  with  vou? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Russell  Johnson,  Al.  Brown,  W.  I.  Chapman,  Cal. 
Moore,  and  W.  C.  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  W.  C.  Grimes  your  son? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir;  he  is  my.  nei)liew. 

Senator.  Cirtis.  He  is  known  as  Tack,  is  he  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  happen  to  go  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  (trimes.  I  saw  they  were  going  to  pass  this  bill,  and  I  had 
been  a  lessor  there  for  years  of  these  Indian  lands. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  owned  good  land  there  at  that  time,  did  vou? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  had  grubbed  out  this  bottom  and  Mr.  ftent- 
ley  had  sworn  that  I  should  never  have  any  rights  in  there,  or  have 
anything,  and  I  knew  it  was  the  only  chance  I  would  have  to  get  a 
home  where  I  had  been  for  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  went  down  there  to  get  one  little  home,  did 
you? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  If  I  could  have  got  it ;  Mr.  Bentley  said- 


Senator  CiTRTis.  Just  answer  my  question.  You  went  down  there 
to  get  one  home,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  went  down  there  to  get  all  I  could. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now  proceed  and  tell  us  who  were  your  partners! 

Mr.  Grimes.  Mr.  Willard  Johnston,  Mr.  Cash  Cade,  and  Mr.  Rus- 
sell Johnson  were  in  with  me.    That  was  one  company. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  who  were  your  partners  in  the  other  com- 
pany ? 

Air.  Grimes.  A1.  Brown,  C.  J.  Benson,  and  W.  I.  Chapman. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  to  furnish  the  money  in  the  first  com- 
pany? 

Mr.  Grimes.    Do  you  mean  Cade  and  Johnston? 

Senator  Curtis,    les. 

Mr.  Grimes.  They  were  to  furnish  the  money.  It  was  outside  of 
the  bank.  This  was  their  outside  money  they  claim.  They  said 
they  could  put  in  about  $10,000  or  $12,00().  ^ 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiat  bank  did  they  own? 

Mr.  Grimes.  The  State  National. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  other  bankers  were  you  in  with  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  was  in  with  Benson. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  bank  is  he  connected  with  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  The  Oklahoma  National. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  to  furnish  the  money  for  the  Benson 
crowd  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Benson  himself. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  in  with  any  other  people  who  went  to 
Mexico  at  that  time  or  were  you  just  dealing  with  tnose  two  at  that 
time  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  is  all  I  was  in  with.  First  my  nephew  was 
along;  I  was  not  in  wnth  him.     He  just  wanted  to  buy  a  piece  of  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  paid  the  expenses  of  those  Indians — who 
paid  their  way  down  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  they  diyided  it;  I  think  the  two  banks  divided 
the  expense,  but  I  am  not  certain. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  them  down,  did  you  not;  you  knew  what 
was  going  on  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  They  went  along  with  us,  I  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  tickets  did  you  buy  for  those  Indians? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  did  not  buy  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  buy  the  tickets,  Russell  Johnson? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know ;  some  of  the  crowd  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  Indians  did  not  pay  their  own  way,  you  know 
that? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  think  they  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  taken  those  seven  Indians  down 
there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  They  wanted  to  go. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  a  purpose  in  taking  Mack  Johnson  down 
there,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  took  him  as  interpreter  also. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  a  purpose  in  taking  Henry  Murdock 
down  there,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  take  him  down  for? 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  took  him  as  interpreter  also. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  offer  did  you  make  to  Henry  Murdock  to  go 
there  as  interpreter? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  did  not  make  him  any  offer. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  offer  ilurdock,  if  he  would  go  down 
with  you,  $100  for  every  poor  tract  of  land  you  might  buy  and  $200 
for  every  good  tract,  and  also  to  pay  his  expenses? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  never  made  him  any  offer.  I  told  him  to 
go  along  and  the  company  would  pay  him  what  it  was  worth. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhich  company  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Both  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  the  Cade-Johnston  people  know  at  that  time 
that  you  were  in  with  the  Benson  crowd  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  They  did  not  at  first.  When  we  first  made  the  agree- 
ment we  made  it  with  Willard  Johnston  and  Cash  Cade.  I  did  not 
know  anything  about  these  other  people,  and  we  got  to  talking  with 
them,  and  they  came  in,  and  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Cade  and  Mr.  John- 
ston before  I  ever  agreed  to  go  in  with  them. 

Senator  Curhs.  Did  you  tell  both  Cade  and  Johnston  that  you 
were  going  in  with  Benson  before  you  went  in  with  them? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  think  I  said  anything  to  Mr.  Cade;  my  talk 
was  nearly  always  with  Mr.  Johnston. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  claim  that  they  knew  you  were  going  in  with 
Benson  before  you  went  down  there. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir ;  we  were  not  going  in  with  them.  They  were 
just  going  down  to  buy  land — each  one  to  buy  for  himself. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  do  you  mean  by  each  one  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Each  company. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  two  separate  companies  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir : 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  did  you  furnish  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  did  not  furnish  any  except  a  little  which  they  paid 
me  back. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  furnished  no  money  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  All  the  money  that  was  furnished  then  was  fur- 
nished by  those  two  companies  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  A  little  later  on  you  got  in  with  another  company, 
did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  they  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Garrett,  Conine,  and  Jim  Jacobs. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  your  understanding  with  that  com- 
pany ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  Conine  and  Jacobs  were  to  get  20  per  cent, 
John  Garrett  33  per  cent,  and  I  was  to  ^et  27  per  cent. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  did  you  put  in  that? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  put  in  an\^;  John  Garrett  was  to  furnish  all 
the  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  was  he  to  furnish? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  said  he  thought  lie  had  about  $9,000  and  he  could 
raise  more  if  necessary. 
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Senator  Curtis.  You  became  active  as  soon  as  you  went  down 
there,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Do  a'ou  mean  at  first  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  Ves. 

Mr.  Gri'mes.  No,  sir;  we  stayed  there  a  good  bit.  We  got  active 
pretty  shortly  after  we  got  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  you  go  first? 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  first  went  to  Muzquiz,  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  out  to  tlie  camp  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  days  were  you  permitted  to  go  out 
to  the  camp? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  was  there  several  days  befoi-e  Mr.  Bentley  had  us 
arrested  and  thrown  out  of  there.  "    • 

.Senator  Curtis.  Then  there  were  several  days  after  that  that 
you  were  unable  to  go? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  the  change  come  about — who  permitted 
you  to  go  back  there  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  there  were  two  factions  there  in  Mexico,  the 
Galan  faction  and  the  Guajardo  faction.  AVhen  Mr.  Bentley  first 
went  down  there  he  was  in  with  the  Galan  faction,  and  Uiey  were 
in  power;  and  there  was  what  they  call  the  jefe  politico — one  of 
the  Galans  was  jefe  politico,  and  he  was  in  power  at  mat  time.  After 
Guajardo  got  in,  there  seemed  to  be  a  difference  between  those  two 
factions. 

Senator  Curtis.  From  whom  did  you  get  that  information? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  heard  it  from  everybody,  the  Mexicans  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  Mexican  told  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  was  the  general  talk  of  everybody.  We  thought 
it  was  the  influence  of  the  Government  that  had  us  thrown  out  of 
there.  We  did. not  believe  that  Guajardo  was  the  man  who  had  us 
thrown  out  of  there,  and  we  went  to  talk  to  this  Doctor  Conine  and 
got  him  to  go  and  see  Guajardo  and  assure  him  we  were  there  and 
wanted  to  pay  the  money  lor  this  land,  and  ask  why  we  should  be 
shut  out  of  there  and  not  be  allowed  to  buy  the  land. 

Senator  Curits.  Was  Doctor  Conine  working  with  you  at  that 
time? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Not  at  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  working  with  your  people,  was  he  not! 

Mr.  Grimes.  -Xot  at  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  first  hire  him? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  hired  him  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  your  partners  have  testi- 
fied here  that  he  was  working  for  vou  at  $150  a  month? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  might  have  oeen ;  he  was  working  for  us. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  want  this  committee  to  understand 
that  you  were  ignorant  of  what  was  going  on,  down  there,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  am  telling  you  what  my  understanding  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  We  want  you  to  tell  the  truth. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  am  telling  you  the  truth. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  do*yoii  not  know  that  Doctor  Conine  was 
working  with  you  at  that  time? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  he  was  not.  I  want  to  tell  you  and  you  will 
not  let  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  the  first  time  that  you  knew  he  was 
working  for  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Doctor  Conine  went  and  got  permission  from  tliis 
jefe  politico.  When  he  explained  that  Mr,  Bentley  was  holding  us 
out  of  there  with  these  unuer  officers<  hfi  gave  an  order  to  Conine  to 
go  in  there,  and  as  long  as  we  treated  the  Indians  right,  to  deal  with 
them  and  buy  their  lands. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Was  that  before  or  after  the  bill  passed ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  was  after  the  bill  passed. 

Senator  Curtis.  Don't  you  know  tJiat  Doctor  Conine  was  working 
with  you  people  before  that  bill  passed  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  not  at  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  was  to  get  $150  a  month, 
and  do  you  not  know  that  Chapman  has  testified  to  the  same  thing? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  that  he  was.  I  told  you  I  did  not 
know.     If  he  was  to  get  that  I  do  not  know  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  pay  him  anything? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.     I  did  not  see  any  of  tho«e  deeds. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  first  find  out  that  everything  was 
all  right  over  there? 

Mr.  Grimes:  In  what  way? 

Senator  Curtis.  That  you  could  go  to  the  Indian  camp. 

Mr.  Grimes.  The  second  time,  do  you  mean? 

Senator  Curtis.  The  first  time ;  you  know  what  I  am  talking  about. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  went  right  out.  They  prevented  us  the  first  time, 
and 

Senator  Curtis.  No;  I  mean  after  you  were  first  forbidden;  then 
when  did  you  next  find  out  that  you  could  go  to  the  camp;  this  time 
that  you  say  Doctor  Conine  talked  with  Guajardo,  was  that  before  or 
after  the  bill  was  signed  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  was  after  the  bill  was  signed. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then,  why  did  you  send  this  dispatch  to  Russell 
Johnston:  ''June  9th,  190G.  Come  at  once;  bring  Henry  and  Willie. 
Everything  all  right.     Answer"? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  I  have  just  told  it  to  you,  exactly. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Then  that  bill  was  not  signed  until  along  about 
the  20th,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Along  about  the  20th? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  the  21st  of  June  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  liere  is  a  dispatch  twelve  days  before 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  I  have  just  made  a  mistake  in  the  date,  then.  It 
is  a  mistake  in  the  dates. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  you  looked  up  the  law  down  there,  did  you 
not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  not  an  inquiry  made  of  you  as  to  whether  or 
not  you  were  to  have  passports? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Not  or  me. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  Brown  wire  you  that  those  Indians  needed 
passports? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recall  that  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  Mr.  Brown  on  the  21st  day  of 
June,  1906,  as  follows:  *'  Xaciemento  needs  no  transport.  Attend  to 
the  other  man  and  do  a  good  job.     Will  leave  to-night ''? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect  any  such  telegram.  I  may  have 
sent  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  will  not  say  to  this  committee  that  you  did 
not  send  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  the  man  you  referred  to  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recall  the  telegram  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  have  it  in  my  poasession  here. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Is  my  name  signed  to  it? 

Senator  Curtis,  les,  sir;  your  name  i^s  signed  to  it. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  I  do  not  recall  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  Indians  did  you  take  from  Muzquiz  to 
Eagle  Pass  on  Julv  8  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  think  I  went  there  on  July  3;  I  believe  I 
was  in  Mexico  on  the  4th. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  start  with  some  Indians  and  have  to  turn 
back? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  wire  Mr.  Thackery  about  any  deeds 
while  you  were  down  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  wired  in  regard  to  a  deed  to  land  that  was  bid  in 
through  the  agency.  I  do  not  know  what  the  telegram  was.  It 
was  in  reference  to  a  piece  of  land  that  I  bid  in  before  I  went 
down  there,  and  I  thought  I  would  see  if  I  could  get  the  Indians  to 
sign  up. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  a  little  falling  out  with  Chapman,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  was  not  exactly  a  falling  out;  it  was  a  little  mis- 
understanding. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  and  he  were  not  working  together  at 
one  time? 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  were  working  together  clear  up  until  the  time  we 
left  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  send  this  dispatch  to  Conine  on 
August  12 :  "  Don't  let  Chapman  do  anything.  Will  explain  when 
there."  That  is  addressed  to  Conine.  You  recall  that  dispatch? 
Now  tell  us  all  about  it. 

Mr.  Grimes.  As  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  told 'you  that  there  was 
a  little  difference  between  us.  It  was  straightened  up,  though,  after- 
wards. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  after  you  brought  suit,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was  or  not. 

The  Chairman.  It  was  not  settled  up  before  you  brought  the  suit, 
or  you  would  not  have  brought  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  say  it  was  settled  up  afterwards.  Everything  was 
settled  up. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  brought  a  suit  first? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  and  settled  up  that  matter. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  As  soon  as  you  filed  the  papers  they  settled;  they 
did  not  want  vou  to  tell  what\'()u  knew  abont  that  transaction,  did 
they? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  about  that;  they  did  not  want  any 
trouble,  I  sup])ose. 

Senator  C-trtis.  You  got  some  telegrams  from  Jacobs  down  there 
with  reference  to  the  Indians,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  (trimes.  I  may  have;  I  do  not  recall  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Senator  Cirtis.  What  Indians  did  he  refer  to  in  his  dispatch  of 
December  31 :  ''  Have  all  of  them,  including  Kah-he-me-peah,  meet 
us  in  Barrateran  in  the  morning.     On  our  way  for  Eagle  Pass  "? 

Mr.  (iRiMES,  I  do  not  recollect  just  what  I  had  inference  to  at 
that  time. 

Seirator  Curtis.  Did  they  meet  you,  or  did  you  meet  them? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  meet  them.     1  never  saw  Jacobs. 

Senator  C\  rtts.  Did  you  not  s(»e  Jacobs  down  thei^e? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  I  think  I  saw  him  at  Eagle  Pass,  as  well  as  I  recol- 
lect. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  you  meet  him  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  (iRiMEvS.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Now,  Mr.  Grimes,  you  got  short  of  money  down 
there  once  in  a  while,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  (trimes.  I  think  not;  my  company  might  have  got  short. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Were  you  and  Chapman  w^orking  any  down  there 
in  January,  1007? 

Mr.  Grimks.  I  do  not  recollect  exactly,  but  we  were  down  there 
after  the  other  deeds  were  taken  along,  probably  at  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  down  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  was  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  While  he  was  here  in  January  did  you  wire  him 
for  money;  while  he  was  here  at  Shaw^nee,  I  mean? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  wire  him  for,  $200? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Cirtis,  Why  did  you  want  $200. 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  needed  it  to  pay  board  and  live  on  down  there ; 
general  expenses. 

Senator  Curtis.  Expenses  were  pretty  heavy,  were  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  IIow  many  Indians  did  you  keep  over  there  in  the 
wagon  yard,  as  a  usual  thing? 

Mr,  (trimes.  A^liat  do  you  mean  by  keep  them? 

Senator  Curtis..  I  mean  the  Indians  that  you  kept  there  in  the 
wagon  yard.  You  had  seven  there  for  a  month  on  one  occasion,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  seven  of  them  there  for  several  days,  did 
you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Several  of  the  Indians  when  they  came  from  the  camp 
would  come  theix*  and  we  would  feed  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  IIow  long  did  you  have  that  Avagon  yard  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  There  was  no  wagon  yard  there  that  I  know  of. 
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Senator  Curtis,  Do  you  mean  to  tell  this  coniinittoe  that  you  did 
not  tiike  Indians  to  the  wagon  yard  there  and  afterwards  take  them 
to  the  little  building  adjoinnig  and  have  them  execute  deeds? 

Mr.  (rKi.MES.  In  Muzquiz? 

Senator  Cvrtis.  Xo  ;  you  know  I  am  talking  about  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  GrimEkS.  I  thought  you  were  talking  about  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  did  not  think  that  at  all. 

Mr.  (jRiMES.  I  did;  I  thought  you  were  talking  about  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  read  that  question  to  him. 

(The  question  was  read.) 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  That  is  in  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Yes,  I  am  talking  about  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Grimes.  There  were  Indians  who  stayed  there  at  the  wagon 
yard. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  took  them  there,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  they  went  there:  they  went  with  me;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  not  tiike  the  Indians  that  you  brought  out 
of  Mexico  there,  sometimes  seven  or  eight  together? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  say  they  went. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  trips  did  you  make  from  Mexico  over 
to  Eagle  Pass  with  the  Indians? 

Mr.  (trimes.  I  could  not  tell  you;  several. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  delegations  of  Indians  did  you  meet  at 
Eagle  Pass  or  Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz  that  were  brought  over  by  your 
crowd  from  Mexico? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  would  be  hard  to  tell. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  could  not  tell  that  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  How  many  months  did  your  people  have  that 
wagon  yard  rented? 

Mr.  (irimes.  We  did  not  have  it  rented  only  when  we  went  there. 
We  would  go  there  and  stop,  maybe,  for  a  few  days  and  then  go  on 
back. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  at  one  time  Indians  were 
kept  there  for  over  three  weeks  by  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Conine? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  there  anything 
like  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  do  3-011  mean  in  this  dis]>atch  of  Janiuirv  1, 
1907,  to  Chapman,  in  which  you  state,  ''  Send  $200.  First  National. 
Everything  looks  good." 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know.    We  were  just  down  there  on  business. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Do  you  know^  a  man  by  the  name  of  Tony  Alex- 
ander ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  was  he  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  was  down  there  Avorking  for  Mr.  Benson, 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhat  w  as  he  doing — that  w^as  after  the  deeds  were 
taken,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhat  was  he  doing  there  ? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  Mr.  Bentley  was  down  there  trying  to  keep  these  In- 
dians from  taking  their  money,  and  Mr.  Benson  said  that  Alexander 
understood  the  Indians  and  he  sent  him  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  sent  him  down  there  to  get  the  Indians  to  take 
that  money  out  of  the  First  National  Bank,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  tried  to  keep  Bentley  from  pulling  and  hauling 
them  around,  and  to  let  them  take  it  if  they  wanted  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  the  money  tliat  you  people  had  put  in 
the  bank,  was  it.  You  never  paid  a  cent  of  money  for  the  deeds  taken 
in  Mexico,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Chapman  never  paid  a  cent,  did  he? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Benson  never  paid  a  cent,  did  he? 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  paid  for  them 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  cash  money? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Money  right  down ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Not  a  cent,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Citrtis.  Brown  did  not  pay  any,  did  he? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  paid  or  not ;  I  never  saw 
any  of  them  pay. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  on  all  these  deeds  that  you 
took  in  Mexico  you  deposited  the  money,  or  pretended  to  deposit  it, 
in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  was  not  Tony  Alexander  sent  down  there  to 
get  these  Indians  to  take  that  money  out  ? 

Mr.  Gri:mes.  He  was  sent  down  there  to  ivy  to  keep  Mr.  Bentley 
from  pulling  the  Indians  around  and  running  them  out  of  the 
country  before  they  got  the  money.  He  told  them  that  the  United 
States  soldiers  were  coming  there  to  arrest  them. 

Senator  Citrtis.  It  would  have  been  a  God's  pity  if  they  had  gone 
there  and  arrested  them,  and  arrested  you  with  them. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Somebody  else  ought  to  have  been  arrested,  too. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  answer  Mr.  iVlexander's  telegram  in 
which  he  said,  under  date  of  May  30, 1907,  "All  O.  K. ;  come  at  once." 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  you  answered  that  dispatch  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  him  this :  "  Do  you  mean  work 
can  be  done  at  Muzquiz  ?    Answer."    Did  you  not  wire  him  that  ? 

Mr.  Grijies.  That  was  in  regard  to  some  business  of  ours. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  not  Indian  business? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  about  getting  deeds,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  did  not  know  at  that  time  what  he 
meant.  You  wanted  to  know  if  work  could  be  done.  What  kind  of 
work  did  you  mean? 

Mr.  Grimes.  There  were  some  Indians  who  had  been  after  us  ever 
since  we  were  down  there  to  make  the  first  deeds — to  sell  their  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  did  not  buy  it? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  Listen,  and  I  will  tell  you,  if  you  will  wait.  We 
did  buy  it. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Why  didn't  you  buy  it  the  first  time  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Because  we  did  not  think  it  was  legal. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Why  was  it  not  legal ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Because  the  boy  was  not  of  age. 

Senator  Cvrtis.  But  you  had  that  boy  married,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  wanted  to  do  so 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  that  boy  married  in  P^agle  Pass,  did 
you  not  i 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  had  himself  married. 

Senator  Crirns.  You  had  him  married,  and  you  paid  the  license 
fee,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  GrimI':s.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  And  you  signed  the  affidavit  that  was  sworn  to  by 
George  Kishketon  that  that  boy  was  21  years  old  i 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Let  me  show  you  that  you  did. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Unless  somebody  forged  it.  I  took  out  my  records 
and  showed  the  county  treasurer  right  there  what  age  he  was — 19 
years  old. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  paid  the  expenses,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  paid  the  expense. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  Puck-e-shinno? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senatcu'  Ci'Rtis.  How  old  did  you  say  he  was? 

Mr.  Grimes,  It  is  my  recollection  now  that  he  was  19  years  old 
then. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  And  you  took  a  deed  from  him? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis,  And  you  knew  that  the  law  provided  that  only 
adult  Kickapoos  could  sell  their  lands,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  (jrimes.  Well,  I  was  advised  that  it  was  all  right. 

Senator  Cirtis.  And  you  took  a  deed  from  him,  didn't  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  had  l)een  wanting  to  s(*ll  this  land  and  wanting 
to  get  married  ever  since  we  had  been  down  there,  and  I  did  not  think 
it  was  legal,  but  after  looking  it  up  I  thought  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  that  the  law  stated  that  only  adults 
could  sell? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  am  telling  you  what  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  that  the  bill  provided  that  only  adults 
could  sell? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Xow,  you  consulted  the  clerk  down  there  as  to 
the  effect  of  a  marriage,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Gr^ies.  I  do  not  know;  I  just  went  there  and  asked  for  his 
license. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  asked  Mr.  Legge  what  effect  that  marriage 
would  have,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect  saying  anything  alK)ut  it  to  him.  I 
just  went  there  and  got  the  license. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  you  know  that  that  boy  hjvs  never  lived  with 
that  woman  a  day  since  he  married  her,  do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  :jfo,  sir;  I  do  not. 
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Senator  Ci'rtis.  And  you  know  that  you  got  that  boy  niarried 
simply  to  get  that  deed  iFrom  him,  do  von  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  said  he  wanted  to  sell  his  land. 

Senator  Cirtis.  What  did  you  say  about  this  boy  Nah-ah-che-thot? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Where  is  that  affidavit? 

Senator  CVrtis.  That  affidavit  is  made  bv  George  Kishketon.  You 
took  (leorge  in  there,  did  you  not?  I  did  not  say  you  made  the 
affidavit;  I  said  you  witnessed  it. 

Mr.  Grimes.  1  never  witnessed  an  affidavit  where  he  swore  that 
he  was  21  years  old,  and  (leorge  never  swore  to  it.    If  he  did 

Senator  CuRna.  You  witnessed  the  affidavit  that  George  made,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  George  never  made  any  affidavit  that  I  saw.  If  he 
did,  he  made  it  afterwards. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  necessarj'^  to  make  an  affidavit  before  you 
could  get  a  marriage  license? 

Mr,  (}ri3ie8.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  the  law  require  that,  and  did  you  not 

Say  for  this  affidavit,  and  for  all  the  proceedings:  "I,  George  B. 
[ishketon,  do  solemnly  swear  that  Xah-ah-che-thot  is  21  years  of 
a^e  and  Jliss  Qua-to-quah  is  18  years  of  age,  and  there  is  no  legal 
objection  to  their  marriage." 

Mr.  Grimes.  If  he  swore  to  that  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  there,  were  you  not? 

Mr.  Gri^ies.  I  was  there  when  they  were  married. 

Si^nator  Cirtis.  And  you  were  there  when  the  license  was  secured? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  paid  for  the  license,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  How  old  is  that  boy? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Nineteen. 

Senator  Cirtis.  That  boy  is  only  17  years  old,  is  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir:  he  is  somewhere  about  17. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  woman  to  whom  you  married  him  was  a 
relative  of  his,  was  she  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  And  they  never  have  lived  together  a  minute 
.  since? 

Mr.  Gri:\ies.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  have  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  that  boy  and  girl  married  to  get  a  deed 
from  them,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  told  you  that  it  was  this  way 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  You  wired  here  to  a  lawyer  in  this  town  for  his 
opinion,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  T  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  asked  that  man  in  your  telegram  if  a  boy  15 
years  old  could  marry,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  I  did. 

Senator  Ci^rtts.  \Miat  did  he  answer  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  believe  he  said  that  he  could  not,  to  go  according  to 
the  Texas  law. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  knew  at  that  time  when  you  had  those 
two  Indian  boys  married  that  they  were  not  old  enough  under  that 
law  to  make  a  deed,  did  vou  not? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  I  told  you  that  I  had  that  advice;  that  it  was  all  right. 

The  Chairman.  For  minors  to  make  a  deed? 

Senator  Cirtis.  It  was  under  the  statute  that  fjrovided  that  a  boy^ 
after  he  is  10  years  old,  if  he  is  married,  has  a  right  to  make  trans- 
fers or  any  deeds  that  he  wants  to? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  You  paid  that  boy's  fine  to  get  him  out  of  jail,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  did  not  pay  it;  Alexander  did. 

Senator  Cirtis.  The  records  show  that  vou  paid  it. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Mayl)e  I  did;  1  do  not  recollect;  one  of  us  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  him  out  of  jail  where  he  had  been  placed 
for  being  drunk  and  took  him  there  and  had  him  married  to  that  girl. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  will  explain  that  if  you  will  let  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Certainly;  po  ahead  and  explain  it. 

Mr.  Grimes.  This  Puck-e-shinno  was  over  the  river;  he  went  over 
there  and  got  drunk.  I  do  not  know  who  got  him  drunk,  but  Mr. 
Bentley  had  him  thrown  in  jail. 

The  Chairman.  Was  Bentley  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir.  So  he  said  that  Mr,  Bentley  said  he  would 
pay  his  fine  provided  he  would  get  on  the  train  and  leave  with  him, 
and  he  would  go  with  him,  and  I  went  uj)  there  two  or  three  hours 
before  train  time  and  asked  him  if  he  wanted  to  get  out  of  jail. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  Puck-e-shinno  happen  to  be  there? 

jSIt.  Grimes.  Just  one  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Didn't  you  wire  to  have  him  brought  over  there? 

ifr.  Grimes.  Do  you  mean  to  Eagle  Pass? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes;  to  Eagle  Pass.     You  know  what  I  mean. 

Mr.  (iRiMES,  You  just  said  over  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  We  were  talking  about  that  boy  being  married. 
How  did  he  happen  to  go  to  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Grimes.  1  think  he  came  with  Alexander. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  to  have  Alexander  bring  him? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  probab^^^  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  Alexander  as  follows:  '*  Bring 
Puck-e-shinno,  Na-ah-ch'e-the,  Wahpahchequaquah,  Interpreter  Mack 
Johnson,  and  the  two  girls.  Come  Monday.  Answer.''  That  is 
dated  the  loth  day  of  June. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  probably  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  it  all  fixed  up  then,  did  you  not,  Mr. 
Grimes? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  you  have  been  busy  running  Indians  out  of 
this  Territory  down  into  Mexico,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir.     • 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  try  to  get  Indian  ffirls  and  Indian 
men  to ffo  from  here  down  to  Mexico  in  order  to  get  deeds  from  them? 

Mr.  Grimes.  AATiat  Indian  girls? 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  Py-o-kah  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  took  a  deed  from  her. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  tried  to  get  her  to  go  to  Mexico,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  She  wanted  to  go,  and  I  tried  to  get  her  a  ticket,  but 
she  backed  out. 
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Senator  Curtis.  And  vou  wanted  to  get  her  to  go  to  rob  her  of  her 
land? 

Mr.  Grime8.  Xo,  sir;  I  had  bought  her  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  her  for  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  agreed  to  pay  her  $l,500,'and  gave  her  notes,  and  she 
put  the  notes  in  the  bank. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  put  the  notes  in  the  bank  yourself,  didn't 
you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  she  put  them  in. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  a  deed  from  that  girl  when  you  knew  she 
lived  in  this  county  ? 

Mr,  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Cirtis.  AMiere  did  vou  take  it ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  In  Oklahoma  County. 

Senator  Cirtis.  And  you  bought  her  ticket ? 
here? 

Mr,  Grimes.  She  came  up  there  and  wanted  to  make  the  deed. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  that  deed  from  her  at  the  time  you  were 
going  to  send  her  to  Mexico,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  sent  her  to  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  tried  to  send  her;  you  bought  her  a  ticket,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  She  wanted  to  go. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  bought  her  a  ticket  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  not  your  conduct  so  infamous  in  that  regard 
that  the  Indian  agent  had  to  notify  you  to  quit  running  the  Incnans 
out  of  here  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  was  before  that,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  had  been  at  it  before,  had  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  general  order  to  everyone. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  addressed  to  you  July  31,  1000? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir:  I  was  in  Mexico  Avhen  that  order  was  sent 
out  to  every})ody.  Mr.  Thackery  sent  that  to  me  right  after  I  came 
back,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  received  it,  did  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Senator  Cxrtis.  And  after  that  you  tried  to  get  Indians  to  go  to 
Mexico.  You  carried  one  old  Indian  woman  out  in  your  arms,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Because  she  Avas  so  sick  and  weak  she  could  not 
get  out  of  her  home,  and  made  her  sit  out  there  in  the  sun  for  an 
hour  and  over  waiting  for  a  train? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Wliere? 

Senator  Curtis.  I  am  speaking  of  the  old  woman  that  you  took 
down  to  Mexico,  who  was  nearly  dead  with  ccmsumption. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  took  her  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  her  sent  there,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  sure  about  that? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes.  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  not  send  a  telegram  about  that  old 
Indian  woman? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  I  may  have  sent  some,  but  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  refer  to  Kah-ke-ne-peah,  a  consumptive  woman, 
who  was  taken  by  you  last  summer,  or  by  your  people,  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  did  not  take  her;  Mack  Johnson  said  she  wanted 
to  go,  and  he  took  her. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  hired  a  conveyance  and  went  down  from 
Shawnee,  25  miles  through  the  snow,  did  you  not;  or  sent  Johnson? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  Johnson  do  it,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  may  have  done  it ;  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  would  not  go,  and  you  returned  to  Shawnee, 
did  you  not,  and  remained  until  tlie  next  night,  and  then  you  and 
Mack  Johnson  went  to  McLeod  and  took  an  Indian  to  help  you, 
and  you  remained  in  her  house  overnight,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Wliose  house  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  That  old  Indian  woman's. 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whose  house  did  you  remain  in  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  did  not  remain;  I  did  not  go  out  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  you  stay? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  went  home,  if  I  went  from  here.  I  was  not  down 
there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  tell  them  to  come  to  Harrah  the  next 
day,  and  did  you  not  give  Johnson  $70? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  To  buy  tickets? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  gave  Jolmson  some  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  To  buy  a  ticket  for  that  old  woman,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  what  he  did  with  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  that  it  was  to  take  that  old  woman 
down  there  with,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  told  you  that  he  said  she  wanted  to  go. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  gave  him  the  money  to  take  that  old  con- 
sumptive woman  down  there,  did  j^ou  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  gave  him  money ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  bought 
tickets  or  what  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  was  taken  to  Mexico,  was  she  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  she  went. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  aftei-Avards  ^t^t  a  deed  from  her? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  A\Tio  took  the  deed  from  her? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  P^ither  you  or  Jacobs  took  it,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Jacobs  swore  here  last  night  that  you  took  it. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  whether  Jacobs  took  it,  or  Conine  or 
Garrett  or  who. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  You  did  not  take  it,  did  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  never  saw  her  sign  one,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  knew  she  was  sick  with  the  consumption, 
did  vou  not  ? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir ;  I  knew  she  was  sick ;  I  supposed  it  was  con- 
sumption. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  meet  those  Indians  at  that  time  at  San 
Antonio,  Tex.? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  on  the  same  train,  were  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  trains  were  you  b(4iind  them? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  was  not  near  the  train ;  I  went  on  the  "  Katy  "  and 
they  went  on  the  other  road. 

Senator  Curtis.  Oh,  that  is  the  way  you  arranged  it,  is  it;  you 
arranged  to  go  down  on  that  road  and  they  went  down  on  the  other? 

Mr.  Grimes.  They  went  to  suit  themselves. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  furnished  the  money? 

Mr.  GRiMf:s.  I  furnished  the  money.    I  loaned  them  that  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  that  bid  Indian  woman 
was  never  out  of  that  Indian  village  down  there  because  she  was  too 
sick  to  get  out  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  .1  do  not  know  that. 

Senator  Cuirns.  You  saw  her  there;  she  was  sick  with  consump- 
tion, was  she  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  know  that,  do  you ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  that  old  imbecile  Indian  around 
there,  the  dumb  Indian? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  that  I  remember  him. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  did  not  see  him,  did  you ? 

Mr.  (jRiMEs.  What  is  his  name? 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  you  know  him,  do  you  not ;  there  was  only 
one  dumb  Indian  down  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  w^hether  there  was  a  dumb  Indian  or 
not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  saw  a  blind  woman,  Noten's  mother,  at  Eagle 
Pass,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  she  came  along  Avith  the  bunch;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis*  And  you  got  her  land  for  $200,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  sold  it  for  $800  afterwards? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  sold  it;  Mr.  Johnston  and  those  people  sold  it. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  IIow  did  that  blind  woman  get  on  the  train? 

Mr.  (trimes.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  You  helped  her,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  may  have  done  so;  I  do  not  recall. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  helped  her  off  the  train,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recall. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  would  remember  if  you  helped  a  blind 
woman  on  and  off  the  train  if  you  were  going  to  get  a  deed  from  her, 
would  you  not  ?  You  had  her  in  the  wagon  yard  for  a  day  or  two, 
did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  she  was  there  a  day  or  two. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  woman  could  not  walk,  could  she? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  And  you  and  others  had  to  carry  her  in  and  out  of 
the  train? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Oh,  no,  sir;  she  walked. 

Senator  Cfrtis.  You  are  sure  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  set  that  old  woman  down  there  in  the 
sun  at  Barroteran  on  «July  2,  and  leave  her  there  for  more  than  an 
hour — that  old  blind  woman  who  you  were  taking  up  to  get  a  deed 
from  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recall ;  she  may  have  been  waiting  for  a 
train  there ;  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  paying  the  expenses  of  those  Indians 
in  going  over  to  Eagle  Pass,  were  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Sometimes  I  did  and  sometime^s  others  did ;  I  do  not 
know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Alexander  drew  on  you  for  some  money,  did  he 
not?     How  much  did  he  draw  on  you  for  in  June,  1907? 

Mr.  Grimes,  I  can  not  recollect  those  things. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  approximately?  Do  you  send 
money  to  people  and  not  know  how  much  it  is?  You  do  not  want 
this  committee  to  undei-stand  that,  do  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not,  but  I  do  not  recollect ;  you  can  not  recollect 
everything,  can  you  ? 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  I  recollect  money  transactions  pretty  well,  and 
important  transactions,  tlie  same  as  you  should. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  I  do  not  recall  just  what  I  sent  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  protected  his  checks,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  protected  a  check;  I  do  not  recall  what  it 
was.    I  probably  protected  more  than  one. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  wired  him  the  following  telegram,  did 
you  not:  "AVill  leave  Saturday.  Check  protected.  Watch  gang." 
That  was  on  the  Oth  of  June. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  probably  wired  him  something  to  that  effect,  but  I 
do  not  recollect  the  exact  words. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  s(»nd  Alexander  a  roll,  or  did  you  take 
one  with  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Money,  do  you  mean? 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  a  roll :  you  know  what  I  mean. 

Mr.  (iRiMEs.  An  Indian  roll;  I  took  it  with  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  answer  to  your  dispatch  to  Alexander  in  which 
you  say  work  can  1k>  done  at  Muzcjuiz,  what  did  he  wire  you  ? 

Mr.  (iRiMEs.  I  do  not  remember;  I  think  he  wired  that  he  could. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  he  not  wire  you:  •'  Mean  work  Muzqui//?  O. 
K.     Indians  all  here.     Come  at  once  or  mail  roll.'' 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir:  I  think  he  sent  a  telegram  like  that. 

Senator  Cirtis.  AVhat  boy  did  you  want  Alexander  to  bring  over 
to  Eagle   Pass? 

Mr.  Grimes.  This  boy — Xa-ah-che-thot  and  Puck-e-shinno. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  Mr.  Alexander  acted  as  your  agent  in  bringing 
those  two  minors  over  from  Mexico  to  P^agle  I^iss? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  and  I  were  interested  together.  The  contracts 
are  on  record  and  can  be  seen. 
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Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  have  a  contract  about  his  bringing 
those  Indians  out  of  Mexico  into  Eagle  Pass — those  minors — did 
you? 

Mr,  Grimes.  lie  and  I  were  working  together  on  this  proposition — 
buying  some  Indian  lands. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  wired  him  on  the  17th  of  June — that  is, 
two  days  later— after  you  wired    him  to  bring   Puck-e-shinno  and 
those  other  Indians,  asfollows:  ''  Bring  your  boy  if  you  think  it  all 
right." 
'  Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  was  some  danger  or  some  question  about  it, 
was  there? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Well,  there  was  some  question  as  to  whether  a  boy  15 
years  old  could  legally  marry. 

Senator  Curtis.  Alexander  did  not  know  the  law,  did  he?  Why 
did  you  ask  him  when  you  said  you  had  the  advice  of  lawyers? 

Mr.  (irimes,  I  do  not  recall  how  it  was,  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  interested  in  the  taking  of  those  deposi- 
tions down  there  at  Monclova,  were  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  down  there? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Who  was  authorized  to  represent  you  people? 

Mr.  (iRiMEs.  As  attorney? 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  No  ;  down  there.     You  had  an  attorney  here. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  understand  you. 

Senator  Ci'RTis.  Who  did  you  employ — Doctor  Conine,  to  make 
it  plain? 

Mr.  (Jrimks.  Doctor  Conine  was  down  there  with  us;  yes,  sir.  I 
never  had  any  dealings  with  him.  He  was  there,  I  think,  when  I 
got  there. 

Senator  Ct^rtis.  You  never  had  any  dealings  with  Doctor  Conine? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  dealings  with  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  represented  you  parties 
in  taking  those  depositions  ? 

Mr.  (irimes.  I  think  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  do  you  not  know  that  they  wired  him  $500 
gold  before  they  could  get  the  depositions. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  wired  him  gold  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  he  needed  money,  did  you  not?  You 
were  there  and  you  knew  what  was  going  on  down  there.  You  are 
not  an  ignorant  num. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  know  partly  what  was  going  on. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  There  was  not  a  man  down  there  who  knew  more 
about  what  was  going  on  than  you  did,  was  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  are  a  pretty  slirewd  business  man,  are  vou 
not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Not  very.  I  do  not  think  T  would  probably  have  as 
much  as  I  have  if  I  was  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  I>et  me  read  you  this  telegram.  It  is  from  your 
agents:  "Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  8,  1907.  K.  C.  Conine.Muzquiz, 
Mex. :  Do  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  in  taking  depositions.  Act 
as  if  the  matter  was  your  own  and  let  us  know.     Chapman's  family 
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all  sick,  but  will  come  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary.  Wire  us  if  you 
will  do  this." 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  know  there  was  money  got  there,  but 

Senator  Curtis.  You  said  you  did  not  know  anything  about  Co- 
nine. I  want  to  show  you  what  your  agents,  your  partners,  did. 
ThCT  say,  "  Do  what  is  necessary  to  be  done." 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  was  at  Harrah  and  they,  were  down  here.  There 
were  lots  of  telegrams  sent  that  I  did  not  know  anything  about. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  vou  not  know  that  when  this  committee  went 
down  there  those  people  wired  Conine? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir:  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  told  him  to  follow  the  depositions? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  instructions  did  they  give  you  when  you 
went  down  there,  to  follow  the  depositions? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Thev  ne^er  gave  me  any  instructions  at  all. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Did  they  send  any  money  when  you  went  down 
to  have  those  depositions  taken? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  I  took  $50  and  paid  my  fare  out  of  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  was  it  necessary  to  pay  $50  in  gold  before 
you  could  get  those  depositions? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know ;  there  were  lots  of  Indians  there,  and 
there  were  expense  and  an  awful  trouble  to  get  the  depositions.  They 
seemed  as  if  they  did  .not  understand  how  to  take  a  deposition  that 
was  to  be  used  in  America. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  had  to  pay  $500  gold  to  the  Mexican 
officers,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  started  in  with  one  officer,  and  he  turned  it  down 
and  then  brought  up  a  big  bill,  and  we  had  to  pay  that  or  get  into 
trouble. 

Senator  Curtis.  Get  into  trouble  over  what? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  what  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  those  depositions  before  the  same  judge 
before  whom  vou  claimed  to  take  acknowledgments  of  deeds,  did  you 
not?  ' 

Mr.  Grimes.  Our  lawyer  took  them. 

Senator  CmTis.  Before  the  same  judge? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  not  before  the  same  judge  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  before  the  same  interpreter — you  had  the 
same  interpreter,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  I  think  he  interpreted  some,  and  Mr.  Bentley's 
lawyer  was  there,  and  I  do  not  know  who  all.     He  talked  Spanish. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  what  was  done  with  that  $2,000 
Mexican  that  Chapman  got  from  the  First  National  Bank  at  Eagle 
Pass  just  two  or  three  days  before  those  deeds  were  taken? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  .Curtis.  Is  it  not  a  little  strange  that  you  should  need, 
without  any  money  being  paid,  $2,000  Mexican  before  those  deeds 
were  taken,  and  then  later  on  when  you  went  to  take  depositions  from 
practically  the  same  parties  you  should  need  $500  gold? 

Mr.  Gri31E8.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  for  whisky,  beer,  and  mes- 
cal down  there? 
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Mr.  CiRiMEs.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  I  never  tasted 
mescal  but  once  or  twice  in  my  life. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  It  was  too  strong  for  you,  was  it? 

Mr.  { I  RIMES.  I  bought  beer. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  let  tiie  Indians  drink  mescal  and  you  drank 
the  beer  ? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  They  could  drink  all  they  wanted  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  let  them  drink  mescal,  did  you  ? 

IMr.  (Jrimes.  Yes,  sir;  all  they  wanted  to,  provided  they  bought  it. 

Senator  Ciktis.  Mack  Johnson  was  drunk  nearly  all  the  time,  was 
he  not  ? 

Mr.  (juimes.  lie  was  drinking  some  of  the  time. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Murdock  was  drinking,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Gri:^ies.  Not  very  much. 

Senator  Cirtis.  George  Kishketon  was  drinking,  was  he  not? 
'   Jlr.  (iiUMES.  Very  little. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Vou  did  not  hear  (ieorge  testify  the  other  day  that 
he  was  (h-inking  all  the  time  and  that  you  furnished  him  the  wliisky, 
did  you? 

Mr.  (Jrimes.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Were  you  down  there  on  July  27,  190G,  you  and 
Brown  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Brown  and  I  were  down  there;  I  do  not  recollect  the 
exact  date. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wliat  was  the  trouble  tha£  occurred  there  then? 
Do  you  remehiber  Brown  wiring  Benson  about  some  trouble  there? 

Mr.  (iRiMEs.  No,  sir. 

wSenator  C'urtis.  There  w^as  some  trouble,  was  there  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Cirtis.  I^t  me  read  you  this  dispatch  and  see  if  you  can 
locate  the  trouble:  "  Muzquiz,  July  27,  190G.  C.  J.  Benson.  Every- 
thing in  the  air;  will  be  home  on  the  first  train." 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  what  that  meant. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  not  the  date  that  Outcelt  arrived  there? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  that  Bonnet  arrived? 

Mr.  (iRiMEs.  I  do  not  know;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the 
telegram. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  draw  on  anybody  up  here  for  money 
while  you  were  down  there  on  December  30,  1900  ? 

Mr.  Gri3ies.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  drew  on  Mr.  Benson  for  some 
money. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  December,  lOOG? 

Mr.  (trimes.  I  do  not  recollect  the  time. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  you  draw  on  Garrett  for  any  money  ? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  times  did  you  draw  on  Garrett  for 
money  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know;  w^e  went  on  and  did  business  down 
there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  wire  Garrett  as  follows :  "  Muzquiz, 
December  30,  1906.     Can  you  put  off  those  trials?     Important  busi- 
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ness  here.  Arranije  for  ine  to  draw  $1,500.  Haven't  drawn  yet. 
Answer.''    Yon  signed  that,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  I  did. 

Senator  Cvrtis.  You  will  not  deny  that  you  did  when  we  have  the 
official  copy  here  ? 

Mr.  (xRiMEs.  I  say  I  do  not  deny  it. 

Senator  Cvrtis.  John  Garrett  did  not  send  you  the  money,  did  he? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  he  sc*nt  me  money  at  that 
time  or  not. 

Senator  Cirtis.  He  took  it  with  him,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Garrett  took  the  money ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  this  man  Alexander  mean  when  he 
wired  up  here  to  you  from  Muzquiz  on  the  30th  of  May,  1907,  "  All's 
O.  K.    Come  at  once.    Answer." 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  guess  that  was  in  regard  to  those  deeds  there  that 
we  had  been  talking  about. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  to  do  anything  for  Mack  Johnson 
down  there  at  Muzquiz;  did  you  get  any  wire  from  him? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  maybe  I  did:  I  do  not  recollect  what  it  was, 
though. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  receive  a  wire  from  him  in  Xovember, 
190(5,  to  come  down  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect.    Will  you  read  it? 

Senator  Curtis.  It  reads,  "  You  come  over  here,  Muzquiz.  Cash, 
Mex.  I  meet  you.  ilack  Johnson."  That  is,  bring  Mexican  cash 
money  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  guess  he  had  reference  to  his  land;  I 
bought  his  land  and  owed  him  sometliing  on  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  think  he  had  reference  to  that,  do  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  owe  ilack  Johnson  anything  now? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  When  did  you  pay  him? 

Mr.  (tri3ies.  I  have  paid  him  all  along. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  meet  Jacobs,  you  say,  at  Barroteran? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  say  that  you  did  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  would  not.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  I 
did  or  not,  but  I  do  not  think  I  did.  There  are  so  many  of  those 
changes. around  that  T  do  not  recollect  all  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  folks  have  on  hand  in  January, 
1907,  w^hile  you  and  Garrett  were  at  Muzquiz,  when  he  wired  you  he 
could  not  leave  until  the  oth  and  that  you  must  be  there  on  the  5th. 
Was  that  something  with  regard  to  your  trials,  or  what  was  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  that  was  in  regard  to  Effie  Douglass  wanting 
the  rest  of  her  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  effort  did  you  make  to  get  any  money  for 
the  old  woman  I  have  mentioned ?  Did  you  pay  her  any  more  money? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir ;  I  paid  her  some. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  her? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  it  was  something  like  $550. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mexican? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  American. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  any  of  your  own? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  just  paid  what  Garrett  sent  you,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  what  he  gave  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  lie  was  not  there  on  May  20,  was  he? 

Mr.  (jRiMES.  I  do  not  recollect  about  the  date. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  wired,  "  Send  $400  Eagle  Pass  for  old 
woman.     Answer."     You  sent  that,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Probably  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  say  that  you  did  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes»  I  say  I  probably  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  that  Indian  girl  for  mar- 
rying that  boy  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Nothing. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  give  her  $50  Mexican  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  did  you  pay  the  boy  the  next 
morninff  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  we  gave  him  $25  gold. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  gave  the  girl  $25  Mexican,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  gave  the  boy  $50  Mexican  and  the  girl  $5 
gold,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  about  that.  I  have  it 
down  home. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  bring  it  with  you?  You  were 
subpoenaed  to  bring  all  your  papers  and  everything  in  connection 
with  this  case. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  forgot  it. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  know  that  the  summons  in  this  case  in- 
structed you  to  bring  all  deeds  and  papers? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  why  did  you  not  bring  thBm? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  misplaced  that.     It  was  in  my  other  coat. 

Senator  Cirtts.  Did  you  bring  your  deeds? 

Mr.  Groies.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  all  of  them  with  you? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Sneator  Curtis.  Please  let  us  see  them. 

(The  witness  here  produced  the  papers  asked  for.) 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  bring  all  your  papers  here  to-morrow 
morning? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  have  got  everything. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  want  you  to  bring  all  of  your  accounts  here  to 
this  committee  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Grimes.  There  is  the  Puck-e-shinno  deed  [exhibiting  paper]. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Joe  Clark  do  any  work  for  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of;  he  might  have,  but  I  do 
not  recollect  anything  about  it;  if  he  ever  did  I  do  not  Icnow  any- 
thing about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  This  is  the  Puck-e-shinno  deed  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Sonntor  Curtis.  This  deed  was  executed  in  Eagle  Pass,  was  it? 

Mr.  (iRiMKS.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Ccrtis.  You  witnessed  the  sigiiatures,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Well,  you  took  a  deed  for  $1,500  to  ifartha  A. 
Grimes  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  was  not  there,  was  she? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  then  you  and  your  paid  interpreter  witnessed 
the  marks  of  those  two  Indians,  the  boy  and  the  girl  that  you  after- 
wards had  married  ? 

Mr.  GRi3fES.  Yes,  sir;  I  witnessed  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  your  paid  interpreter  witnessed  it  too? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  is  no  disinterested  witness  to  it,  is  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  George  Kishketon  was  not  interested. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  he  was  your  paid  interpreter;  he  was  working 
for  you  people? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  was  not  working  for  me  at  that  time.  He  came 
over  with  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  interpreting  for  your  people  at  that  time, 
was  he  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  under  your  pay,  was  he  not 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  deed  from  Na-ah-che-thot.  Is  that  the 
other  boy  that  you  had  married  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  know  at  that  time  that  Mr.  Bentley  was 
the  guardian  of  the  boy  ? 

Jlr.  Grimes.  Well,  I  knew  that  he  had  lost  his  land  down  there 
under  that  law.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  considered  him  guardian 
or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  did  you  pay  this  Na-ah-che- 
thot? 

Mr.  Grimes.  About  the  same  as  the  other  one,  I  guess.  Counting 
everything,  expenses  and  everything,  I  do  not  know  how  much. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  those  Indians  married  on  the  17th  and 
you  took  deeds  from  them  on  the  18th,  did  you  not  i 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  there  was  about  a  day's  difference. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  this  second  deed  that  you  took  for  $1,600, 
what  was  the  consideration  of  the  other  deed  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  $1,500. 

Senator  Curtis.  $1,500  in  each  case? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  iDid  vou  pay  the  boy  mentioned,  Na-ah-che-thot, 
$1,.500. 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  paid  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  him  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  paid  him  about  the  same — expenses  and  every- 
thing— I  do  not  know  how  much. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  charge  your  expenses  up  to  the  In- 
dians, did  you  ? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  I  did  not  charge  it  up  to  them,  but  I  gave  them  the 
$1,500;  that  was  to  come  chMir;  that  other  was  outside. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  were  three  aUotments  in  that  deed,  w^ere 
there  not — in  the  Na-ah-che-thot  deed  if 

Mr.  Grimes.  There  are  two  allotments,  and  one  allotment  that  I 
bought  through  the  (jovernment,  that  Mr.  Bentley  had  written  up  in 
his  own  office  and  advertised,  for  the  same  Indian.  He  has  l^een  con- 
testing it  for  tive  or  six  years,  trying  to  light  it. 

Senator  Curtis,  llow  much  are  tliose  three  pieces  of  land  worth? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  gave  $1,200  for  one. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  vou  give  for  the  other? 

Mr.  Grimes.  $1,500. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  was  the  third  worth  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  According  to  the  way  I  bought  them  they  are  worth 
about  $3,700  or  $3,800. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  have  you  paid  Xa-ah-che-thot? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  did  not  pay  him  but  a  little. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  more  than  $25  gold? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  I  paid  him  $25  and  let  him  have  some  little 
stuff. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  have  not  paid  him  a  cent? 

Mr.  (jRiMES.  Nothing  more  than  this  other  stuff. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  other  stuff? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  charged  that  against  him  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  That  you  gave  him  for  getting  married? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  give  him  $25  just  out  of  the  gener- 
osity of  your  heart,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  gave  him  that  because  it  was  that  much  more  on  his 
land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Tell  this  committee  how  much  you  have  paid 
that  boy  on  that  land. 

Mr.  (tRimes.  I  have  not  paid  him  anything  yet. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  still  in  your  name  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  never  was  in  my  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whose  name  is  it  in?  That  was  to  your  wife, 
was  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Didn't  she  pay  the  boy? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  neither  you  nor  your  wife  have  ever  paid 
the  boy  for  this  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  had  a  contract  with  them 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  another  deed  from  Na-ah-che-thot  to 
your  wife.     Did  you  pay  him  any  money? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir.     I  have  answered  that  before. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  paid  him  no  money?  That  was  taken  to 
your  wife? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  and  George  Kishketon  witnessed  it,  and 
there  is  no  disinterested  witness;  is  that  not  true? 

Mr.  Grimks.  Well,  it  shows  for  itself. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  not  so?  Please  look  at  it  [handing  paper 
to  witness]. 
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Mr.  Grimes.  That  is  all  I  see. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Have  you  any  more  deeds  than  those  two? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  No,  sir. 

Senator  C^^rtis.  Are  those  all  the  deeds  you  have  in  your  name? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Did  I  not  give  you  Mack  Johnson's  deed  ? 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  have  only  shown  two  here.     Here  is  a  deed 
from  Mack  Johnson  nm\  wife. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  consideration  mentioned  in  this  deed  is 
$2,00(). 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  (^irtih.  And  the  deed  is  to  your  wife,  Martha  A.  Grimes? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  At  the  time  that  deed  was  executed  how  much 
money  did  you  pay  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Kight  at  the  time? 

Senator  Cirtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Grimks.  It  was  either  $3,000  or  $4,000:  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  have  you  paid  him  since? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  have  paid  him  the  whole  thing  and  a  little  bit  over. 

Scmator  CuR-ns.  He  says  you  have  only  paid  him  about  $900. 
Have  you  receipts  for  all  of  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir  [producing  papers]. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  brought  those  with  you,  did  you?  Where 
did  you  pay  this. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  paid  it  in  Mexico,  and  then  in  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Ci-rtis.  And  where  else? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  is  all,  I  think,  and  he  owed  me 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  was  this  receipt  given? 

Mr.  Grimes.  At  Harrah,  Okla. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  did  not  take  a  receipt  each  time? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  just  figured  up  and  settled. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  You  and  he  had  a  settlement  did  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  we  sat  down  at  my  house  and  figured  it  up. 
He  owed  me  $70.70. 

The  Chairman.  Was  that  when  you  took  the  deed? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  afterwards.  I  paid  him.  I  overpaid  him 
$70.70. 

The  Chairman.  On  this  deed  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  just  let  him  have  the  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  the  night  before  Mr.  Bentley  escaped  from 
prison,  where  were  you — I  mean  the  day  he  was  acquitted  and  left 
there  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  If  he  was  ever  acquitted,  I  do  not  know  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  had  a  trial  there,  had  he  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  got  away,  I  understood. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  night  he  got  away,  where  were  you;  in  the 
telegraph  office  most  of  the  time,  were  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;   I  think  I  was  in  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  not  in  Muzquiz  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  l' believe  I  was  in  the  Indian  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  time  did  you  go  to  the  Indian  camp? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  could  not  say. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  meet  Mr.  Thackery  on  the  day  Mr. 
Bentley  left  there,  or  did  you  see  him  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  can  not  recall  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Rachel  Kirk? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  see  her  intoxicated  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  A\Tiere? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  saw  her  in  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  else? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  that  is  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  times  did  you  see  her  intoxicated  in 
Muzquiz  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  have  seen  her  drinking  around  a  good  many  times 
in  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  times  did  you  see  her  in  the  hotel, 
where  your  people  stopped,  under  the  influence  of  liquor? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  How  many  times  did  you  folks  take  her  up  in  the 
rooms  occupied  by  yourself  and  Outcelt  and  other  people? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Out  colt's  room  was  not  where  ours  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhere  was  your  room  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Ours  was  on  tlie  north  end — a  back  room.  There 
were  lots  of  cots  in  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  times  was  this  girl  Rachel  Kirk  drunk 
in  your  room? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  saw  her  drunk  in  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  saw  her  up  there  when  she  was  drinking,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  times  did  you  have  her  up  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  had  her  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  How^  many  times  was  she  there  when  you  were  up 
there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  she  happen  to  come  into  that  room? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Just  like  other  Indians  who  would  come  up  in  the 
room. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  she  been  drinking? 

Mp:  Grimes.  Sometimes  she  had  and  sometimes  she  had  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Cal  Moore  was  there,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ciirtis.  Do  you  remember  on  one  day  when  she  w^as  there 
drunk  and  Cal  Moore  had  to  lift  her  out  into  the  buggy  to  get  her 
away? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  recollect  that  she  w\as  drinking,  and  they  wanted  to 
have  me  get  her  in  the  wagon  and  I  told  them  I  would  not  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  her. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  willing  to  have  something  to  do  with 
her  when  she  was  sober? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  she  was  up  in  your  room.  Did  you  ever 
give  her  anything  to  drink? 

Mr.  Grimes.  >io,  sir. 


AFFAIRS   OF   THE   MEXICAN   KICKAPOO   INDIAKS.  897 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Cal  Moore  ever  give  her  anything  to  drink 
in  your  presence? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  her  in  any  of  the  other  rooms  in  the 
hotel? 

Mr.  Grimes.  She  was  in  the  room  down  below. 

Senator  Ciktis.  She  was  back  of  that  room  that  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  Out  celt,  was  she  ? 

ifr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  see  her  back  of  the  room  where  Mr. 
Outcelt  was? 

Mr.  Grimes.  There  was  none  back  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  near  it,  on  the  same  floor? 

Mr.  Grimes.  She  might  have  been  in  Outcelt's  room  at  the  time 
of  s<mie  of  those  collections,  or  something  like  that.  lie  was  there 
paying  for  the  Government.  T  do  not  know  who  was  there.  I  do 
not  know  whether  I  saw  her  in  there  or  not,  but  I  may  have.  I  have 
seen  lots  of  Indians  in  there.  Outcelt  was  paying  something  for 
the  (lovernment :  I  do  not  know  what  it  was,  but  he  was  I'epresenting 
the  Government  and  was  paying  something  for  the  Government. 

Senator  Cuktts.  Do  you  claim  you  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Outcelt 
was  doing  down  there? 

Mr.  GmMEs.  Nothing,  only  what  he  told  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiat  did  he  tell  you? 

Mr.  Grimes,  He  was  representing  the  Government  and  paying 
those  Indians:  trying  to  get  them  take  their  lease  money — I  tnink 
it  was  lease  money,  or  annuity  money. 

Senator  (^urtis.  How  long  was  he  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Senator  Citrus.  Have  you  any  idea? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  He  was  there,  I  guess,  a  couple  of  months  or  a  month 
and  a  half. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  of  his  being  wired  to  come  home  on 
two  or  three  occasions? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No.  sir:  T  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  about  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  How  many  times  were  you  in  his  room? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Several  times;  I  did  not  count  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  As  many  as  five  times? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Oh,  I  expect  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  As  many  as  twenty? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes;  I  think  I  have  been  in  there  twenty  times. 

Senator  Cititis.  Were  you  in  there  as  often  as  once  a  day  when 
you  were  at  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  expect  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  so  was  Cal  Moore,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  think  Cal  was 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  when  he  was  in  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  (jRiMES.  I  do  not  think  Cal  ever  went  around. 

Senator  Citrtis.  A1  Brown  was — you  saw  him  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Chapman  was  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 


898  AFFAIRS    OF   THE    MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  were  all  from  Oklahoma? 

Mr.   Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  (^i  rtis.  And  all  neighbors,  substantially,  as  the  western 
phrase  goes? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  no  other  white  people  there. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  told  Outcelt  why  you  were  down  there,  did 
yon  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir:  certainly. 

Senator  Curtis,  ^^^lat  did  he  sa;v^  to  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  tell  you  to  go  on  and  get  the  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  about  how  much  profit  is  there  in  each  piece 
of  land  that  you  and  your  partners  got  down  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  not  tell  you  anything  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  did  you  pay  one  quarter  of  the  value  of  the 
land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  a  good  deal  more  than  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  boy  from  whom  you  got  a  deed  for  three 
pieces  of  land,  the  consideration  being  $1,500,  for  which  you  did  not 
pay  a  cent;  you  admit  that  to  this  committee.  How  much  is  your 
profit  in  that  transaction? 

Mr.  Grimes.  My  agreement  with  him  was  that  w^hen  this  business 
was  straightened  up  I  was  to  pay  it.     I  have  a  contract  with  him. 

Senator  Ct  rtis.   \Vhen  did  you  get  that  contract  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  got  it  at  tlie  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  you  had  him  taken  out  of  the  jail  where  he 
had  been  kept  all  night  drunk,  and  after  you  had  him  married  while 
he  was  dnmk,  you  took  that  deed  and  contract  from  him? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  was  not  drunk. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  took  him  out  of  jail  when  he  was  drunk,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  had  been  the  night  before,  but  he  was  not  then ;  he 
had  not  had  anythinir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  not  within  one  hour  after  the  Mexican  had 
thrown  him  in  jail  that  you  took  him  out  and  had  him  married  to  that 
woman  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  after  you  got  him  out  of  jail  was  it  be- 
fore you  had  him  marired? 

Mr.  Gri^ies.  I  do  not  know  just  how  lonff. 

Senator  Cxtrtis.  After  you  got  him  out  ot  jail  how  long  was  it  be- 
fore you  took  him  up  and  had  him  married  and  paid  the  expenses 
yourself  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  not  an  hour,  was  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Cxtrtis.  You  took  him  the  same  night,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grusies.  He  was  taken  out,  I  think,  along  in  the  forenoon. 

Senator  CmTis.  Now,  was  not  that  boy  thrown  in  jail  that  night 
and  taken  out  that  night  and  married  the  same  night,  and  do  not  the 
records  there  so  show? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  care  what  the  records  show.  He  was 
lying  when  he  said  so. 
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Senator  Curtis.  The  records  were  lying? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  mean  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Bentley  has  not  said  anything  to  me  about  it. 
I  am  telling  you  what  the  records  show. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  care  what  the  records  show. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  paid  his  fine,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  hir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  took  him  out  of  jail? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  they  had  him  in  the  jail  when  I  went  there, 
in  the  sheriff's  office. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  taken  right  out  of  the  jail  to  the  sheriff's 
office,  was  he  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  paid  his  fine? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  went  there  and  he  v/as  out,  and  I  paid  his  fine. 

Senator  Ci^rtls.  And  right  in  there  he  executed  the  deed,  right 
away,  did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  how  long  it  was;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  there  and  saw  it  all.  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  You  stiid  the  same  night. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  so  it  was  tlie  same  night :  I  want  to  know 
the  lengtli  of  time  that  ehii)stHl  l)etweeh  the  time  when  lie  was  taken 
out  of  jail  and  the  time  you  had  him  married.  You  witnessed  the 
marriage  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  guess  mayl)e  I  did;  I  do  not  know  what  I  wit- 
nessed. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  witnessed  the  marriage,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  do  not  recollect  how  long  it  was? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  3'ou  get  the  consent  of  the  father  for  that  boy 
to  marry  Puck-e-sliinno — did  you  get  the  consent  of  Jim  Deer  for 
that  bOT  to  marry  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  they  got  his  consent. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  got  it  for  you — Tony  Alexander,  did  ht.  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  and  1  were  together. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  he  got  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  that  man  ever  sign  that  consent  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Jim  Deer? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  him  sign  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  AMio  witnessed  his  signature? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  rememlx^r  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  and  Jacobs,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  Which  one  of  you  wrote  his  name  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  would  remember  it  if  you  had  done  it,  would 
you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  it  is  just  like  that  deed  there. 
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Senator  Ci'rtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  that  Indian  did  not  know 
what  he  was  signing? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  it  was  explained  to  him.  Jim  Deer  can  talk 
right  smart  English. 

Senator  Curtis.  Xot  enough  to  understand,  can  he  ? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Well,  he  had  to  have  an  interpreter  l)efore  this 
committee. 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  talks  English  enough.    He  always  understood  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  How^  did  you  talk  to  him,  in  broken  English? 

Mr.  Grimes,  Yes,  sir;  tolerably  broken. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  all  I  care  to  ask. 

The  CuAiR^rAX.  Mr.  Grimes,  how  old  did  you  say  Puck-e-shinno 
is — 17,  is  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  was  19,  or  past,  at  that  time. 

The  Chairman.  Your  theory  is  that  being  married  he  became  an 
adult,  is  that  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  according  to  the  law  that  I  have  had  read  to  me 
it  gave  him  the  right  to  transfer  his  property. 

The  Chairman.  If  he  was  married? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Tlien  you  had  him  married  so  that  he  might  trans- 
fer his  property? 

Mr.  Gri:^ies.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  been  w^anting  to  marry  for  five  or  six 
months. 

The  Chairman.  Did  he  want  to  marry  that  particular  woman  ? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes,  sir;  he  told  me  so. 

The  Chahiafan.  And  in  order  to  assist  him  in  getting  married  you 
bought  his  property,  I  suppose? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  bought  his  property  afterwards. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  after  he  was  married  did  you  buy  his 
property  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  that  day  or  the 
next.    T  could  not  tell  you. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  after  he  came  out  of  jail  was  it — the 
same  day  he  was  married? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  is  what  I  told  you  I  could  not  recollect. 

The  Chairman.  But  it  was  either  that  day  or  the  next? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Your  deed  bears  date  on  the  date  he  was  married, 
does  it  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Here  is  a  marriage  certificate  that  shows  that  he 
was  married  on  the  18th  day  of  June,  1907,  and  the  deed  is  dat^d  the 
18th  of  June.     So  he  was  married  in  fact  on  that  very  day? 

Mr.  Grim?:s.  Yes,  sir;  the  same  day. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  this  other  bov,  Na-ah-cho-thot,  how  old  was 
he? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  was  two  years  vounger — 17,  about. 

The  Chairman.  Was  he  marrieiS  the  next  day  or  the  day  after,  or 
how  was  that? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  he  was  married  the  same  day,  some  time  about 
that  time. 
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The  Chairman.  Here  is  a  marriage  certificate  that  shows  that  he 
was  married  on  the  17th  of  June  and  gave  his  deed  on  the  18th.  At 
least  the  deed  is  acknowledged  on  the  18th.  Now,  you  say  you  did 
not  pay  the  fii'st  boy,  Puck-e-sliinno,  any  money  at  all? 

Mr.  tjRiMES.  No  more  than  I  just  gave  him  some  money  to  go  back 
on. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  say  you  did  not  charge  that  up  against 
him? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  a  gift,  was  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Why  did  you  give  him  any  money? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  had  to  go  back  home. 

The  Chairman.  You  had  brought  him  up  there  to  get  married,  had 
you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  thought  if  those  deeds  were  good  I  was  willing  to 
pay  for  them. 

The  Chairman.  They  are  pretty  good  for  what  you  paid,  are  they 
not;  you  have  not  paid  anything  for  the  property,  yet? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  have  paid  nothing  for  the  property,  but 
I  have  been  at  a  good  deal  of  expense. 

The  Chairman.  But  not  to  expense  in  getting  this  deed? 

Mr.  (tri!hes.  Yes.  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  expense  have  you  been  to  in  getting 
this  deed? 

Mr.  (ikimes.  I  did  not  keep  an  account.  There  was  some  expense 
at  Eagle  Pass;  we  kept  them  there,  and  I  took  him  out  of  jail  and 
gave  him  $25  in  money. 

The  Chairman.  Did  vou  pav  his  fine  in  order  to  get  him  out  of 
jail? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  one  of  us;  T  believe  I  gave  a  check  for  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  paid  the  money  or  gave  the  check? 
•   Mr.  Grimes.  For  the  fine. 

The  Chairman.  You  paid  him  money  to  go  back.  Where  was  he 
going? 

Mr.  Grimes.  To  iluzquiz. 

The  Chairman.  How  was  he  to  live  when  he  got  there;  he  had  no 
land  and  no  money? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Wdl,  Mr.  Bentley  had  had  him  down  there  for  five 
or»six  years.     It  would  be  just  the  same  as  it  had  alwavs  been. 

The  Chairman.  Why  did  you  not  pay  him  the  money  for  the  land? 

Mr.  Gri3IEs.  I  did  not  know  whether  the  deed  was  good  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  said  you  had  consulted  lawyers? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  they  said  it  would  be  a  good  deed,  but  you 
had  some  doubts  about  it. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  possession  of  the  land  now? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

The  Chaikman.  Who  has  possesion  of  it? 

Mr.  (Jrimeh.  a  man  has  a  Government  lease  on  one  of  the  pieces, 
and  Mr.  Bentley  has  got  possession  of  the  other  under  a  lease  made 
under  this  bill.  '  He  says  he  is  the  guardian  of  the  child,  but  he  made 
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a  lease  to  the  old  woman  who  had  the  care  and  custody  of  this  boy 
for  five  years. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Bentley  and  you  have  not  been  veiy  good 
friends  for  a  number  of  years,  have  you  ? 

Mr.  GiuMKS.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  been  trying  to  get  possession  of  a  piece 
of  Indian  land  that  he  has  been  fighting  you  about,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  has  been  fightnig  me  on  a  piece  of  deeded  land 
that  I  own. 

The  Chairman.  Who  did  you  buj^  it  of? 

Mr.  Grimes.  The  Government. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  give  either  of  those  boys  anything  to 
show  that  you  owed  them  money  ? 

Mr.  (t RIMES.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  you  give  them? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  gave  them  my  note. 

The  Chairman.  You  gave  each  of  them  a  note  for  $1,500? 

Mr.  Grimks.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chahiman.  Have  they  got  the  notes  now? 

^Ir.  (Jrimes.  They  deposited  the  notes  in  the  First  National  Bank 
at  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Who  was  with  them  when  they  deposited  them; 
you  were  there,  were  you  not  ? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Crirris.  Vou  put  the  note  thei-e,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  (iRiMKs.  No,  sir;  he  went  there  and  deposited  it. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  You  went  with  him? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  with  him. 

The  Chah^man.  Can  he  go  and  get  those  notes  if  he  wants  to? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  he  deposited  them  there  himself.  I  went 
around  there  with  him;  he  and  (xeorge  Kishketon  went  around  to 
the  front  window  and  deposited  the  note,  and  I  walked  around  there 
about  the  time  they  were  fixing  it  up. 

The  Chair^ian.  When  are  those  notes  payable? 

Mr.  (iRi.^iES.  They  are  payable  when  this  matter  is  settled. 

The  CHAHtMAN.  That  is  not  vei-y  much  of  a  note,  is  it'^ 

Mr.  (iRiMEs.  I  do  not  know. 

The  Chairman.  Is  there  any  specified  time  for  payment  when  they 
can  call  on  you  for  the  money? 

Mr.  (i RIMES.  I  do  not  recollect  how  they  read  exactly,  but  I  think 
it  is  stated. 

The  CHAHtMAN.  You  have  a  copy  of  that  note,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  contract  with  you? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Where  is  it! 

Mr.  (trimes.  The  c(mtract  is  just  written  in  the  note. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  really  a  contract  instead  of  a  note,  is  it? 

Mr.  (iRiMEs.  It  is  a  note,  and  this  specification  is  made  right  at  the 
bottom  of  the  note. 

The  Chairman.  If  you  can  hold  this  land,  then  you  are  to  pay 
them  $1,500? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  Take  the  fii-st  boy,  Puck-e-shinno ;  what  is  that 
boy's  land  worth  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  your  estimate  on  it ;  you  bought  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  There  is  a  man  half  a  mile  this  side  of  it  who 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  want  you  to  tell  what  somebody  else  has 
done? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  paid  $2,(S00  at  the  agency  for  his  piece. 

The  Chairman.  What  do  you  hold  this  piece  at  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  not  the  Puck-e-shinno  land  right  near  town? 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  is  near  the  north  end  of  the  town. 

Senator  Corns.  Is  it  not  worth  $10,000? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  where  you  could  get  that  for  it. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Do  vou  not  know  that  that  land  near  the  town 
is  worth  $10,000? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Senator  Cvrtis.  How  much  is  it  worth? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  krow. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  are  a  judge  of  real  estate;  you  have  been 
farming  here  for  twenty-five  years;  can  you  not  toll? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  it  is  worth  two  or  three  times  as  much  as  I 
gave. 

Senator  Cirtis.  And  you  would  not  sell  it  for  $0,000  if  you  had  a 
good  title,  would  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir:  I  would  be  glad  to  do  it. 

Senator  Ci  ktis.  How  do  you  ha])i)en  to  have  these  marriage  certi- 
ficates.    The  women  usually  have  theni.  do  they  not  t 

Mr.  (trimes.  They  got  them  out  and  they  told  me  to  bring  them  up 
here.     I  told  them  to  let  me  have  them. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Who  told  you  i 

Mr.  Grimes.  Puck-e-shinno. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  ask  them  for  them? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  wanted  tluMu,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Yes,  sir;  I  wanted  to  bring  them  up  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  often  have  you  looked  at  them? 

Mr.  ( I  RIMES.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Are  you  not  ashamed  of  yourself  every  time  you 
look  at  them  ? 

ilr.  (trimes.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I^et  them  go  into  the  record. 

The  papers  are  as  follows: 

MARRIACK    CERTTFICATK. 

State  of  Texas,  Crmntf/  of  MavtrUl:: 

This  instriiimMit  witiiossoth :  That  on  the  isth  day  of  Juno,  A.  I>.  1007,  there 
was  issued  out  of  the  ofliee  of  the  clerlv  of  the  county  court  of  said  county  a 
Ucense  for  the  niarrin^re  of  M?*.  l*Jii-K-ke-sIii'i-n(»  and  Miss  Thi-tlio-quali,  and  on 
the  l*^th  day  of  June,  A.  I).,  1JM>7,  said  parties  \v(»re  l(^^ally  united  in  niarriajre 
hy  a  properly  nuthorizt^l  j^n-son.  nanicil  in  sj'.id  liceps<\  and  due  return  thereof 
made  to  this  office  in  the  manner  and  form  n'ciiiiriMi  by  law.  all  of  which  isdtdy 
entered  upon  the  marriai:e  re<'ords  nf  my  oMice  in  vohnm*  4,  pa^:e  '2iV2, 

Witness  my  hand  and  otTicial  seal  at  my  olhce  in  Eagle  Pass.  Tex.,  on  this 
ISth  day  of  June,  A.  I>.  1I«^7. 

[8EAL.1  FrKU   M.   I.ECK. 

(Irrk  Count!/  Court,  Muvrrick  County,  Tex, 
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MARRIAGE    CERTIFICATE. 

State  of  Texas,  County  of  Ma vc rick: 

This  instrument  witnesseth :  That  on  the  17th  day  of  June,  A.  I).  1007,  there 
was  issued  out  of  the  office  of  the  clerlj  of  tlie  countj-  court  of  said  couuty  a 
license  for  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Nah-ah-che-that  and  Miss  Quah-to-Qnah,  and  on 
the  17th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1907,  said  imrtles  were  legally  united  In  marriage 
by  a  properly  authorized  person,  named  in  said  license,  and  due  return  thereon 
made  to  this  office  in  the  manner  and  form  ro<iuired  by  law,  all  of  which  is  duly 
entered  upon  the  marriage  records  of  my  office  in  volume  4,  page  201. 

Witness  my  hand  and  official  seal  at  my  office  in  Eagle  I*as8,  Tex.,  on  this  the 
17th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  11)07. 

[seal.]  Fred.  M.  IjEge. 

Clerk  County  Court,  llarcriek  County,  Tex. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  you  and  Cal  Moore  help  get  a  lot  of  In- 
dians, or  advise  a  number  of  Indians,  to  go  down  to  Mexico  about 
the  15th  or  IGth  of  May,  11)00? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  1  think  we  did. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  How  many  did  you  induce  to  go  down  there? 

Mr.  Grimks.  There  were  lots  of  them  who  met  us  intending  to  go, 
2ind  then  we  decided  not  to  take  them.     They  met  us  at  ilondova. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  met  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Twenty  or  twenty-five,  I  expect.  A  lot  of  them 
came  over. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhat  did  you  tell  them? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  told  them  there  was  a  bill  about  to  be  passed  by 
which  they  could  sell  their  land  and  they  could  go  to  Mexico,  and 
they  said  they  wanted  to  go  and  w^anted  to  sell  their  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  at  that  time  that  the}'  were  living  here, 
did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Did  you  not  tell  them  there  was  going  to  be  a  big 
payment  down  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir.  I  told  them  if  the  bill  was  passed  I  sup- 
posed they  could  sell  their  lands. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  bring  these  marriage  certificates  up 
here  to  use  as  evidence  in  a  case? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  brought  those  up  here  just  to  show  that  they  were 
married. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  made  a  motion  to  have  the  guardian  dis- 
charged and  vou  expected  to  use  those  marriage  certificates  in  that 
connection,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  expected  to  use  them  in  evidence  in  a  case,  if 
you  had  one — in  which  you  moved  for  a  discharge  of  the  guardian? 

Air.  Grimes.  T  expected  to  use  them  as  the  record  of  the  Indian,  if 
this  land  was  all  right  and  would  stand  good.     I  aimed  to  give  mort- 

fages  and  pay  the  Indians,  and  I  wanted  these  to  show  to  a  man  that 
wanted  to  mortgage  to. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  In  what  cases  did  you  move  to  have  the  guardian 
discharged — you  or  Chapman,  or  any  of  your  crowd  ? 
Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  what  they  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  were  several,  were  there  not  ?     You  took 
deeds  from  minors  down  there  right  ah)ng,  did  you  not  ? 
Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 
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Senator  Cirtis.  You  people  got  deeds  from  girls  down  there,  one 
not  over  16  years  old,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  Ihink  not.  There  was  one  girl  who  was 
taken  who  claimed  she  was  married  down  there  to  a  Naciemento 
Indian;  she  claimed  to  have  a  husband. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  was  not  over  16,  was  she? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect  her  age. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  does  not  look  to  be  over  15,  does  she? 

Mr.  Grimes.  She  is  not  very  old  looking. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  she  was  not  21  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  thought  she  was  about  18. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  18  does  not  make  her  an  adult? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  did  not  know  her  age  exactlv. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  deed  of  Ah-ten-y-tuck,  elated  June  25,  1906,  to 
Willard  Johnston,  I  notice  in  that  case  that  Johnston  conveyed  that 
land  to  you,  did  he  not,  by  deed? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  did  you  pay  Johnston  for  that? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  I  think  we  calculated  about  $4,250, 1  believe. 

Mr.  E3IBRY.  That  is,  you  received  that  as  part  of  that  common 
undertaking  of  buying  land  down  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  was  one  of  the  contracts  that  you  bought  there 
together  with  the  other  land  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  think  it  was  worth  that,  but  we 
took  it  to  get  it  straightened  up.  They  had  some  where  there  were 
four  and  five  years'  leases  on  it.  It  was  an  old  home  place  where  my 
house  had  been. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  appears  that  you  and  your  wife  mortgaged  this  to 
Willard  Johnston  and  C.  M.  Cade.  You  did  not  get  any  money  on 
that  mortgage,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  put  a  mortgage  on  it  for  $2,250. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  whom? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  that  went  to  Enos  Nichols. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  received  nothing  on  this  mortgage  to  Johnston 
and  Cade? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  was  before  we  divided  up. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  one  of  the  transactions  where  you  had  all  the 
land  in  common  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  before  we  divided  it  up. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  does  not  mean  anything. 

Mr.  Grumes.  I  took  that  up.  When  we  divided  up  they  gave  me 
this  mortgage  back. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  did  you  get  on  that  mortgage  to  Enos 
Nichols  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  mortgage  included  another  tract,  the  tract  in 
addition  to  the  Puck-e-shinno  tract — this  mortgage  to  Nichols,  I 
mean  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  that  other  tract  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  told  you  I  did  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  a  farm  over  there  that  you  owned  before 
you  went  to  buying  these  lands? 
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Mr.  GiJiiiES.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  four  80's  I  believe  that  1  bought 
through  the  Government. 

Mr.  Embrv.  You  mortgaged  one  of  those,  together  with  the 
Ah-ten-y-tuck  tract,  at  the  tnne  you  got  this  loan  from  Nichols,  did 
you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  If  1  did,  I  do  not  know  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  land  is  located  in  Oklahoma  County,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  (jrRiMES.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  other  land  in  Oklahoma  County  than  the 
Indian  land  you  purchased  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  does  this  man  Enos  Nichols  live? 

Mr.  Grimes.  In  Shawnee,  I  think.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw  him; 
I  dealt  through  his  agents. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  you  included  another  Indian 
tract  with  this  Ah-ten-y-tuck  tract  or  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  statement  here  shows  a  mortgage  to  Nichols  on 
this  Ah-ten-y-tuck  tract,  together  with  another  tract,  not  describing 
the  other  tract. 

Mr.  (jrimes.  That  was  in  conference.  I  do  not  know  about  the 
lots.  It  might  have  reference  to  that.  I  did  not  think  they  would 
mislead  me  in  that  way.    I  dealt  with  them  a  good  deal. 

Mr.  P]mbry.  There  appears  to  be  another  deed  from  Ah-ten-y-tuck 
land  wife  to  Willard  Johnston,  which  was  deeded  to  you  by  them, 
covered  by  mortgage  of  $2,250  to  Enos  Nichols.  That  is  the  same 
mortgage  mentioned  in  the  first  deed? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  is  the  same  thing,  if  I  understand  it  right. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  you  mortgaged  on  August  21  this  tract  to  Wil- 
lard Johnston  and  C.  M.  Cade,  did  you,  for  $2,000? 

Mr.  Grimes.  The  mortgage  to  Enos  Nichols  was  made  on  August 
20.  They  held  the  second  mortgage  for  the  balance  until  we  settled 
up.  ^ 

Mr.  Embry.  Cade  and  Johnston  held  a  second  mortgage. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  this  $2,000  mortgage  given  after  the  Nichols 
mortgage  was  a  second  mortgage  that  had  been  cleaned  up? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes,  sir;  that  has  been  cleaned  up  and  paid  off. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  seems  that  you  deeded  this  second  tract  to  M.  A. 
Grimes,  your  wife  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  she  pay  you  anything  for  this  tract  of  land  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Wliich  tract  is  that? 

Mr.  Embry.  NW.  i  of  the  SW.  i  of  sec.  24,  T.  12,  R.  1  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  a  gift  from  you  to  her,  was  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  She  simply  assumed  the  mortgage  on  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  this  first  deed  from  Ah-ten-v-tuck,  being  lots  4 
and  5,  sec.  28,  T.  12,  R.  1,  what  is  the  value  of  that  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  suppose  it  is  worth  about  $3,000  or  $3,500. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  did  you  pay  for  it  ? 
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Mr.  Grimp:s.  I  paid  $1,925.    It  was  not  worth  that  much  money  at 
that  time. 

Mr  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  paid  $925  for  it? 
Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  E^iiBRY.  You  say  for  lots  4  and  5  you  paid  $1,900? 
Mr.  Grimes.  I  took  two  deeds  at  two  difFercnt  times  for  this  tract; 
one  was  on  one  side  of  tlie  section  line  and  the  other  on  the  other.     I 
gave  $925  for  one  and  $1,000  for  the  other  forty. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  the  $1,925  was  the  consideration  for  both  tracts 
mentiofted  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  say  those  two  tracts  combined  are  worth  how 
much  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Three  thousand  dollars  or  $3,500.     I  have  about  20 
acres  of  alfalfa  on  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  a  profit  of  about  $2,000,  is  it? 
Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir;  aoout  $1,000;  something  like  that. 
Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  deed  from  Ke-to-quah  to  Chapman,  which 
appears  to  have  been  conveyed  by  Chapman  to  others  and  finally  to 
W.  C.  and  M.  A.  (irimes.     What  do  you  know  about  that  tract  of 
land?    Who  owns  that  tract  of  land,  or  chaims  it? 
Mr.  (iRiMES.  W.  C.  (irimes. 
Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  Tack  Grimes? 
Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  with  you  in  Mexico  at  the  time  those  lands 
were  purchased,  was  he  not? 
Mr.  (jRiMES.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  AMiat  length  of  time  w-as  W.  C.  Grimes  with  you  in 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not   know;  I  guess  something  close  to  three 
months  or  two  and  one  half. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  he  with  you  at  the  time  you  bought  this  Ket-to- 
quah  tract? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  tract  of  land  was  bought  by  the  persons  who  were 
jointly  acting  together,  consisting  of  yourself,  Benson,  Chapman,  and 
Brown,  was  it  not? 
Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  acting  together  at  that  time? 
Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  has  W.  C.  Grimes  paid  for  this  land,  if  any- 
thing? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  think  he  has  paid  anything  for  it  yet.     He  is 
to  pay  $1,500;  that  is  my  understanding. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  he  has  not  paid  anything  yet? 
Mr.  Grimes.  He  gave  a  mortgage  on  the  land  and  some  property 
that  he  has  in  Oklahoma  City. 
Mr.  Embry.  Who  is  that  mortj^age  to? 
Mr.  Grimes.  Mr.  Benson,  I  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  understand  Mr.  Benson  holds  that  mortgage? 
Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  W.  C.  Grimes  has  paid  him  nothing  on  that? 
Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  think  it  is  due  yet. 
Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  is  that  tract  of  land  worth? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  hardly  say. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  worth  $3,500  or  $3,600,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  hardly  say  what  land  sold  at  around  there. 
Land  out  on  the  front  section,  way  up  in  front,  sold  for  $2,400. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  character  of  land  is  this  tract  of  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Some  of  it  is  upland;  I  mean  first  or  second  bottom 
they  call  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  in  this  Canadian  Valley,  is  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir.    Some  of  it  is  lake.     . 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  is  lake? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Ten  acres,  something  like  that.  Do  you  mean  both 
80's? 

Mr.  Embry.  No;  I  am  talking  about  tliis  Ket-to-quah  80. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Her's  is  nearly  all  lake  and  sand  bed.  I  bought  two 
80's  from  Benson  and  gave  him  $1,500  for  the  two. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  this  one  of  them? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  Indian  owns  the  others? 

Mr.  Grimes.  She  owned  it  by  inheritance. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  other  is.  the  E.  ^  of  tlie  S.  i  of  lot  4,  sec.  14,  T.  12, 
R.  1? 

Mr.  (jRiMES.  The  other  is  the  W.  i  of  the  NE.  J  and  the  E.  i  of 
the  SW.  i. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  two  tracts  purcliased  by  W.  C.  Grimes  are  the 
E.  i  of  the  SE.  i  and  the  E.  i  of  the  SW.  i  of  sec.  14,  T.  12,  R.  1? 

Mr.  Grimes.  All  I  know  is  what  I  have  been  told.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it  personally. 

Mr.  Embry.  For  that  he  gave  a  mortgage  of  $1,500,  as  you  under- 
stand it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  is  what  I  understand. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  that  mortgage  he  has  paid  nothing? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  understand  that  he  has,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  Mr.  Benson  is  the  present  holder  and  owner  of 
the  mortgage? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  land  did  Benson,  Chapman,  Brown,  and  your- 
self allow  Tack  for  his  services? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  was  not  working  for  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  he  w^orking  for? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Himself. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  buy  any  land  on  his  own  account? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  he  was  down  there  how  many  months? 

Mr.  Gri3ies.  About  three. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  make  any  purchase  of  his  ow^n? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wliy  did  he  not  make  purchases  for  himself  if  he 
was  working  there  three  months? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  Yr)u  were  not  unfavorable  to  his  success  in  that  under- 
taking, were  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  would  not  hinder  him  in  making  purchases  for 
himself,  would  you? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  would  aid  him,  would  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  would  aid  him  for  his  right  in  the  company. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  was  he  able  to  work  down  there  for  three  months 
with  your  friendship  and  be  unable  to  get  any  of  this  land  ? 

Mr.  (Jrimes.  He  was  to  have  a  piece  of  land  through  Johnston 
and  Cade.    Thev  were  to  furnish  him  money  to  buy  a  piece. 

Mr.  Embry.  t)id  he  receive  any  of  those  three  in  that  way  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  P]mbry.  Were  Benson  and  yourself  and  Chapman  and  Brown 
to  pay  W.  C.  Grimes  nothing — were  you  to  pay  Tack  nothing? 

Mr.  Gri3ies.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  Have  you  paid  him  anything? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  have  not.    If  they  have  I  do  not  know  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  deed  from  ilaw-ke-puck-e-the.  Mack  John- 
son, to  L.  C.  Grimes.    What  did  you  pay  for  that? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Two  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  you  pay  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  paid  it  in  mtmey  and  what  he  owed  me.  He  owed 
me  some. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  did  he  owe  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  remember;  I  think  something  like  $500. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  $1,500  you  paid  him  in  money? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  you  pay  him? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  paid  him  in  Eagle  Pnss  and  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  not  all  the  payment  you  made  to  him  in  Eagle  Pass 
and  Mexico  for  services  as  interpreter  and  labor  in  purchasin<x  this 
land?  ^  * 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  an  account  showing  what  you  paid  ilack 
Johnson  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  I  have. 

Mr.  P^mbry.  Can  you  have  that  here  to-morrow? 

Mr.  (trimes.  I  think  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  want  the  statement  showing  what  you  paid  him. 

Mr.  (jRiMES.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cfrtis.  We  want  your  accounts  of  the  transactions  down 
thei^e — all  the  accounts  you  have  with  any  of  those  Indians:  we  do 
not  care  who  they  are,  and  with  your  partners — your  expense  ac- 
count. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  kept  any  expense  account.  They  simply 
turned  me  over  the  money  and  I  spent  it. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  Did  you  ever  keep  an  expense  account? 

Mr.  Grimes.  They  kept  it. 

Senator  Cirtis.  They  kept  the  account  of  the  money  they  turned 
over  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  And  thev  did  not  make  vou  account  for  what  vou 
did  with  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  bankers  would  turn  $500 
over  to  you  and  not  make  you  account  for  it  ? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  They  were  partners  there  with  me  and  did  the  work. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  were  expending  that 
money  for  things  that  you  were  afraid  to  keep  an  account  of  s 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  last  matter  inquired  of  was  the  tract  known  as  the 
W.  i  SW.  J  sec.  18,  T.  12,  II.  2.     Here  is  another  from  Maw-ke- 

?uck-e-the  and  wife  to  Martha  A.  Grimes  for  the  W.  i  NE.  J  sec.  23, 
'.  12,  R.  1. 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  was  Mack  Johnson's  wife,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Embrt.  Iniskin;  is  that  not  Mack's  wife's  name? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  P^mbry.  Did  you  not  take  a  deed  from  her  for  her  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  not  take  a  deed  to  your  wife  for  the  W.  i  NE. 
i  sec.  23,  T.  12, 11.  I  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  is  that  Mack  Johnson  land  that  w^e  have  just  been 
talking  about. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  not  take  a  deed  for  the  W.  i  SE.  i  sec.  18, 
T.  12,  E.  2?     Did  Mack  Johnson  own  both  of  those  allotments? 

Mr.  Gri^jes.  lie  owned  an  interest  in  that  land — sec.  18,  T.  12,  R.  2. 

Mr.  Embrit.  Is  that  the  land  which  is  now  occupied  by  Manuel 
Mills? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  for  which  the  Government  has  brought  action 
to  cancel  his  patent? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  did  you  pay  Mack  Johnson  for  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  have  not  paid  him  anything  yet.  I  agreed  to  pay 
him,  and  it  was  fought  out  in  the  courts. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  Was  that  agreement  in  writing? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cttrtis.  It  was  just  a  verbal  agreement,  was  it? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes.  sir;  before  witnesses. 

Mr.  t^MBRY.  You  have  not  paid  him  anything  for  that? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  have  overpaid  him;  he  owes  me  $70.70. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  W.  i  NE.  i  sec.  23,  T.  12,  R.  1,  was  Mack's  allot- 
ment, was  it  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Umbry.  How  much  did  you  pay  him  for  that? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Two  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  E>iBRY.  Well,  what  is  that  land  worth? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  is  about  what  it  is  worth. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  mortgage  that  land? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  whom? 

Mr.  (trimes.  I  think  to  Nichols. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  a  tract  that  is  included  in  the  former  mort- 
gages which  you  mentioned  as  having  given  Nichols,  is  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  manv  mortgages  have  you  given  this  man 
Nichols? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know ;  I  have  teen  buying  land  over  at  the 
agency  and  borrowed  money  to  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  whom? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  From  this  man  Nichols? 

Air.  Embry.  How  long  has  he  been  loaning  you  money  to  buy 
Indian  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  not  say;  I  think  it  has  been  something  like 
four  or  five  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  Before  you  went  to  Mexico  did  you  talk  with  him 
about  loaning  you  further  money  to  purchase  this  land  with  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  no  understanding  with  him  to  furnish  the 
money  when  you  went  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir;  I  never  talked  to  him  in  my  life.  I  never 
saw  him  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  whom  did  you  secure  this  loan  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  from  his  nephews,  or  from  some  of  his  rela- 
tions, anyhow. 

Mr.  Embry.  \Vhere  did  they  live? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Here  in  Shawnee. 

Mr.  EatBRY.  Is  it  an  agent  here  that  you  secured  the  money  from  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  his  name? 

Mr.  Grimes.  P^isher ;  and  one  of  them  is  Xichols. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  does  Enos  Xichols  live,  if  you  know? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  here  in  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  never  met  him? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr-  Embry.  You  have  had  no  conversation  with  him? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Can  you  give  me  the  name  of  the  agent  through  whom 
you  se<!ured  this  loan — I  mean  his  full  name? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  not  ^ive  you  Fisher's  full  name  or  Nichols's. 
They  run  the  foundry  here  in  town.  He  can  be  found  if  you  want 
him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  how  many  mortgages  you  gave  them  on 
this  land  that  you  have? 

Mr.  Grimes.  There  are  three  80\s  that  I  mortgaged  together  to 
them  for  $2,500;  that  was  the  purchase  price  and  the  expenses.  That 
was  land  I  bought  in  through  the  agency. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  thi-ee  80's  you  mortgaged  to  them  was  land  you 
bought  in  through  the  agency  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  those  the  three  80's  that  are  covered  by  the  $2,500 
mortgage  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Being  the  same  that  we  talked  of  a  while  ago? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  this  was  $2,250  we  were  talking  about  a  while 
ago.  That  $2,250  transaction  was  also  through  them.  Then  this 
Mack  Johnson  land  and  another  piece  of  land  that  I  bought  from 
Doctor  Conine  are  mortgaged  for  $2,000  to  them,  making  about 
$6,750. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is,  $0,750  which  Nichols  loaned  you  on  this  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  he  any  other  security  than  this  Indian  land  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 
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Mr.  PLaibry.  Only  throe  tracts  of  this  is  land  that  you  bought 
through  the  agency,  about  which  the  title  was  certain — only  three 
tracts  of  this  security  is  land  to  which  the  title  is  certiiin  ? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emrry.  The  other  is  the  Kickapoo  title  secured  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  none  of  mine  was  secured  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Emury.  Well,  secured  during  this  enterprise  of  purchasing 
land  in  Eagle  Pass  and  iluzijuiz? 

Mr.  (jRiMES.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  Mr.  Xichols  has  never  expressed  any  doubt  as  to 
those  titles? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  has  never  said  anything  to  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Or  as  to  the  sufliciency  of  the  security? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  has  not,  nor  has  his  agent,  ever  said  a  word  to  me 
about  it. 

Mr.  P]mbry.  Are  those  mortgages  equivalent  to  the  consideration 
that  you  were  to  give  for  this  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  How  is  that? 

Mr.  Embry.  Let  us  take  this  Mack  Johnson  piece.  The  deed  recites 
that  you  were  to  give  $2,000. 

Mn  (jrimp:s.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  P]mbry.  And  this  statement  says  that  it  is  mortgaged  for 
$2,000. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embiiy.  Now,  you  mortgaged  that  to  Mr.  Nichols  for  the 
amount  w^hich  you  were  to  pay  for  it,  did  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  1  mortgaged  that  when  I  bought  the  Doctor 
Conine  land  to  pay  him  for  that. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  You  did  not  include  in  this  mortgage  any  other  tract 
than  the  Mack  Johnson  allotment,  did  you — this  $2,000  mortgage? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  tw^o  pieces. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  A\Tiat  other  piece? 

Mr.  Grimes.  The  other  piece  is  the  E.  J  NW.  ],  sec.  28.  It  was 
Mack  Johnson's  mother's  land.  There  are  100  acres  in  that  mort- 
gage— Mack  Johnson's  land  and  his  mother's  land — two  80's. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  are  both  in  Lincoln  County,  are  they? 

Mr.  Grimes.  They  are  in  Oklahoma  County. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  see  a  piece  here  from  Peck-ke-ah-peah  to  R.  C. 
Conine,  the  E.  i  NW.  J,  sec.  23,  T.  12,  R.  1. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Deeded  by  Conine  and  wife  to  Martha  A.  Grimes? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  Mack  Johnson's  mother's  land,  is  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  E]MBRY.  And  then  that  quarter  which  is  covered  by  the  $2,000 
mortgage  to  Nichols? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  did  you  pay  Conine  for  that  tract  of  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  remember;*  it  w^as  a  thousand  dollars,  I 
think. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  You  did  not  pay  him  any  money  at  all,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  paid  him  all  money. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Did  not  you  and  Conine,  Garrett,  and  Jacobs  have 
a  joint  undertaking  down  there  for  the  purchasing  of  hinds? 

Jlr.  Grt3ies.  Not  as  to  that.  AATien  the  first  deeds  were  taken  Mr. 
Benson  and  all  of  them  came  back;  Conine  was  down  there  the  last 
one,  and  an  Indian  came  over  there — this  woman — and  wanted  to 
sell  her  land.  I  did  not  have  any  money,  and  Benson  did  not  have 
anv  that  he  could  get  at,  and  Conine  Ixnight  it  himself. 

f>enator  Curtis.  You  could  use  the  wire,  could  you  not  ?  You  had 
been  using  the  wire  l)ef ore,  had  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  use  the  wire  that  time? 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  did  use  the  wire,  but  did  not  get  it  back  in  time. 
The  Indian  wanted  to  go  back  home,  and  Conme  just  went  and 
bought  it. 

Afr.  Embry.  To  what  place  did  this  Indian  want  to  return? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Back  to  Mexico;  she  had  been  there  three  days  then 
waiting. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  is  this  Indian  now? 

Mr.  Grimes.  She  is  in  Oklahoma. 

Mr.  Embry.  She  is  up  on  her  allotment,  is  she  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  has  she  been  back? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  she  has  l)een  back  about  three  or  four  weeks. 

Mr.  E^MBRY.  Who  has  possession  of  this  land  now  i 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  have. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  you  collecting  rents  from  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  vou  get  posst^ssion  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  have  had  pos.^ession  of  it  for  several  years.  I  have 
it  in  cultivation. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  holding  this  land  under  lease? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  was  not  at  the  time ;  the  lease  was  out  the  year  be- 
fore and  Mack  Johnson  was  working  it  himself. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  in  that  way  you  got  in  possession  of  it  ?         ' 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  w^as  doing  the  plowing,  if  you  know  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  did  it  himself. 

Senator  Curtis.  While  he  was  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  in  the  spring  before  he  went. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  attended  to  it  l)efore  he  left? 

Mr.  Grimes.  They  turned  it  over  to  a  man  named  Allen. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  he  connected  with  you  in  any  way  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  was  renting  some  land  from  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  one  of  your  renters,  was  he  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  were  virtually  in 
possession  of  it  through  your  tenant  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  You  might  say  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then'  you  liad  possession  of  it  virtually  under  a 
lease  at  the  time  you  got  this  deed  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  have  any  lease. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  were  in  possession  of  it.  Did  you  get  a 
part  of  the  crop? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  my  team  helped  to  attend  to  it. 

Senator  Cirtis.  IIow  much  of  a  crop  did  you  get? 

Mr.  Gkimes.  I  do  not  know  just  how  much. 

St»nator  Cruris.  Your  teams  were  used  to  work  thnt  land,  and  while 
your  teams  were  working  tlie  land,  on  which  von  got  part  of  the  crop, 
yon  took  a  deed  at  the  same  time :  is  that  riglit  ? 

Mr.  Ghimks.  My  team  worked  on  it  some  in  the  spring,  and  Mr. 
Thackery  came  up  there,  or  the  farmer,  and  stopped  us  fnmi  it,  and 
my  team  went  out  there  and  let  this  man  Allen  go  on  and  attend  the 
land  and  he  i)aid  me  for  part  of  the  crop-fi^r  what  my  team  did. 

Senator  Ciktis.  You  were  interested  in  the  crop  in  which  your 
team  assisted  and  got  part  of  the  crop? 

Mr.  (jrimes.  But  my  teams  were  cut  out  from  working  and  I  did 
not  have  anything  more  to  do  with  it.     Mr.  Allen  had  it  in  charge. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  Thackery  ^top  you  for? 

ifr.  (TRl.^rEs.  T  did  not  have  any  lease  on  it. 

Mr.  PLaiuhy.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Mack  Johnson  was 
working  th(»re  cm  his  mother's  place? 

Mr.  (iunri:s.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emiujy.  He  was  working  there  during  the  spring  of  lOOC? 

^fr.  (jKi^fEs.  lie  lived  on  his  own  place.  I  had  a  Government  lease 
on  it. 

Mr.  P^MHRY.  In  the  spring  of  lOOO? 

Mr.  (iRiMEs.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  EMmn*.  ITp  to  what  time  did  he  work  on  his  mother's  place 
during  the  year  of  lt)0()? 

Mr.  (iRiMKS.  He  worked  up  to  about  the  time  we  left — ^maybe  a  few 
days  before. 

ilr.  Emhry.  Mack  Johnson  lived  in  this  country  and  was  farming 
here  up  to  the  time  he  started  with  you  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  he  has  not  been  in  Mexico  except  when  he  was 
down  there  with  parties  acting  as  interpreter  in  securmg  these  Kicka- 
poo  lands? 

Mr.  (irimf:s.  Afterwards  lie  moved  away  and  went  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  paid  his  expenses  when  he  went  down  with 
you  in  the  spring  of  1900? 

ifr.  Grimes.  The  company  did. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  The  company  did  for  whom  he  went  to  work? 

Mr.  (irtmes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  So  he  was  simply  a  hired  man  going  down  there  to 
do  some  work,  ami  at  no  time  established  any  residence  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Not  at  that  time.  lie  came  back,  and  his  wife  came 
back  after  we  (piit  work,  and  then  he  went  back  himself  and  moved 
down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  and  his  wife  returned  after  he  quit  working  how 
long? 

Mr.  (i RIMES.  T  can  not  tell  you. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  not  his  wife  come  back  here  lx»fore  he  quit  work- 
ing for  you  as  interi)reter? 

Mr.  (iRiMEs.  No.  sir;  he  quit  working  for  us,  and  then  of  course 
we  were  down  there  and  we  used  him;  sometimes  we  would  use  him 
when  he  was  there — sometimes  one  and  then  another — George  Kish- 
keton  and  Willie  Murdock. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  since  they  have  stopped  using 
Mack  Johnson  as  interpreter  in  Mexico  in  the  purchase  of  these  lands 
he  returned  to  Oklahoma  and  has  been  here  ever  since  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  he  was  there  a  long  time  afterwards. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  his  wife  not  been  here  all  the  time  except  when 
she  was  there  on  a  visit  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  she  was  there,  and  he  attended  the  crop  and 
worked  there  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  When? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Last  year. 

Mr.  Embry.  lOOC)?^ 

Mr.  Ctrimes.  This  year — 1907. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  long  after  you  got  your  deed  from  him  that 
he  attended  the  crop? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  did  not  make  any  pretense  of  living  in  Mexico 
until  long  after  you  got  your  deed  from  him,  did  he? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  been  there  a' good  bit. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  was  it  you  got  Mack  Johnson's  deed? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  You  will  have  to  turn  to  the  deed;  1  can  not  tell  you. 
When  he  was  first  down  there  and  we  were  using  him  as  interpreter 
he  tried  in  every  way  to  get  us  to  buy  his  land,  and  we  would  not 
do  it.  "^ 

Mr.  Embry.  I  notice  that  you  got  Mack  Johnson's  deeds  in  Janu- 
ary, 1907. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact.  Mack  Johnson  was  up  here  in 
December,  1900,  w^as  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect  the  time  he  was  here. 

Senator  Citrtis.  Did  you  pay  his  way  back  the  last  time  he  went? 
I  mean  your  people,  when  he  went  back  to  Mexico.  The  first  time 
he  went  dow^n  he  got  the  round-trip  ticket,  and  the  next  time  he  went 
down  one  of  you  people  paid  his  way,  did  you  not  ? 

•Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  this  old  woman — Mack's  mother — ever  live  in 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.   (jRiMES.  Yes,   sir. 

Mr.  E^[BRY.  How  long  has  she  lived  there? 

Mr.  (trimes.  I  think  she  was  there  three  or  four  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  did  you  pay  her? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  paid  her  anything. 

Afr.  Embry.  And  you  do  not  know  w^hether  anyone  has  paid  her 
anything  ? 

Mr.   Grimes.  Yes,   sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  Conine  has  paid  her  anything? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  paid  her,  I  think,  $050. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wliat  is  that  tract  of  land  worth? 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  is  low,  sandy  land  and  lake  land.  I  gave  a  thou- 
sand dollars  for  it  just  because  it  joined  my  land. 

Ml'.  Embry.  You  ^ave  $1,500  for  it,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  $1,500  is  given  in  this  statement  as  the  consideration. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  1  did  not  pay  it. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  or  your  people  did? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  gave  him  a  thousand  dollars.  I  bought  his  prop- 
erty in  Harrah  and  gave  him  $1,350. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Why  was  that  given  as  the  consideration? 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  was  put  in  as  the  consideration  only  to  show  up  if 
1  wanted  to  sell  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wliat  property  did  you  buy  from  him  in  Harrah  ?  I 
notice  the  Py-o-kah  deed,  dated  March  2t,  1907,  conveying  the  N.  i 
SE.  i  sec.  3,  T.  10,  R.  3,  to  M.  A.  Grimes.  There  was  no  money  paid 
on  that,  was  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  there  was  about  $100. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  paid  the  $100? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  you  pay  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  paid  some  at  Harrah,  and  gave  her  money  at  dif- 
ferent times. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  in  Oklahoma? 

Mr.   Grimes.  Yes,  sir.' 

Mr.  Embry.  Wlwre  did  you  take  the  deed? 

Mr.  Griaies.  In  Harrah. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  acknowledged  over  in  Pottawatomie  County, 
was  it  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir ;  in  Oklahoma  County,  at  Harrah. ' 

Mr.  Embry.  This  girl  has  never  been  out  of  the  Territory,  has  she? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  she  lived  down  there  before. 

Mr.  Embry.  \Mien  did  she  live  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Before  she  went  off  to  school  she  was  living  down 
there. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  w^as  that? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know;  it  will  show  in  the  deed.  Her  affi- 
davit is  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  How^  long  had  she  been  in  school? 

Mr.  GRi3f Es.  A  3^ear  or  two :  I  do  not  know  exactly. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  from  school  she  returned  to  Oklahoma? 

Mr.   Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  had  she  been  in  Oklahoma?  _ 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  a  long  time;  Mr.  Thackery  can  tell  you. 

Mr.  Embry.  Her  allotment  was  over  in  this  county,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^\Tio  was  she  living  w^ith  in  this  county? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  what  Indian  she  was  living  with  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  where  her  people  live? 

Mr.  Grimes.  They  live  up  close  to  that  hind. 

Mr.  Embry.  Her  parents  live  in  this  county,  do  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  about  her  parents. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  bought  her  a  round-trip  ticket  w^hich  she 
never  used  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir.  ' 

Senator  CrRns.  You  bought  her  a  ticket,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  bought  her  a  straight  ticket. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wliich  she  never  used  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  do  with  that  ticket? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  cashed  it  and  got  my  money  back.  I  never  even 
gave  it  to  her,  so  far  as  tiiat  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  she  not  in  Mexico  from  the  time  she  was  sent  off 
to  school  to  the  time  you  took  her  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  she  has  not  been  there  since? 

Mr.  Grimes.  1  think  not. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  You  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  that  deed  is  abso- 
lutely void,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  1  do  not  know;  I  have  been  told  that  it  was  all  right. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  on  that  you  paid  only  $100? 

Mr.  Grimes.  1  think  $100,  or  maybe  a  little  bit  more. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  told  you  that  that  was  all  right,  what  law- 
yer i    We  want  to  irel  his  name  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  who  you  consulted.  \Miat  lawyer  told 
you  that  a  deed  from  that  girl  who  had  never  been  in  Mexico,  and  did 
not  live  in  Mexico,  was  valid  under  that  law  ? 

Mr.  (trimf^.  1  have  heard  it  generally  talked  about;  the  general 
talk  was  that  they  thought  it  was  good. 

Senator  CI'Rtis.  Who  thought  it  was  good  ? 

Mr.  ( I  RIMES.  I  thought  so  myself. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTio  told  you  so? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  told  myself. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  sjud  a  little  while  ago  that  you  had  been 
apprised  that  it  was  good. 

Air.  Grimes.  I  have  been. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  who  advised  you — what  lawyer? 

Mr.  (trimes.  I  do  not  recall  that  it  was  any  lawyer  that  advised 
me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  what  man  or  woman  advised  you? 

Mr.  (irimes.  We  all  talked  over  it;  Garrett  and  all  of  us  talked  it 
over  and  thought  the  deed  was  all  right — ^that  she  had  lived  down 
there. 

Senator  Citrtis.  What  lawyer  did  you  talk  to? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  n^collect  that  we  talked  with  any  lawyer 
about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  give  her  a  check  in  addition  to  that  payment! 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  she  do  with  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  She  deposited  it  in  the  Harrah  State  Bank. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  Who  are  the  officers  of  that  bank  ? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Mr.  Ilollis  is  one  of  them. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  Where  is  the  check  now? 

Mr.  (trimes.  It  is  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  has  never  been  cashed,  has  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  Was  the  understanding  that  it  was  not  to  be  cashed! 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  note,  not  a  check. 

Mr.  Embry.  \Mien  is  the  note  due? 

Mr.  Grimes.  When  this  is  decided. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  there  an  agreement  written  in  the  note? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  That  when  this  is  decided,  then  the  trade  is  to  be 
conduded  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  if  not,  it  is  not  a  trade ;  is  that  right  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  in  possession  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Who  is  in  possession  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  can  not  tell  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  agi-eement  put  in  those  notes  after  you 
had  consulted  an  attorney  about  the  advisability  of  doing  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  consulted  an  attorney. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  consulted  with  somebody  about  how 
to  fix  them  up,  have  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  just  took  it  on  my  own  hook. 

Senator  Crirris.  But  on  otliei'  matters  you  were  very  free  to  con- 
sult ofllicers  nboiit  niarryinc:  tliose  people. 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  lawver  would  not  know  about 
this. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  a  lawyer  wire  you  from  here  what  to  do? 
Did  he  not  send  you  a  dispatch?    Did  I  not  read  you  a  dispatch? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  say  they  did  not  seem  to  know  whether  this  would 
be  legal  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiat  lawyers  do  you  mean? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  Any  of  them. 

Senat(U'  Ci  rtis.  What  lawvers  did  you  talk  with? 

Mr.  Grimes.  T  talked  to  Adams  and  Hood  and  plenty  of  others. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  lawyers  did  not  know,  but  you  took  a  chance 
on  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  find  here  a  statement  of  a  deed  from  We-hah-ni-hah 
to  I.  C.  Grimes  of  Julv  2,  190(K  conveying  lot  1  of  XW.  J  of  SW.  } 
of  sec.  8.1,  T.  12,  R.  2.   '^It  appears  that  the  consideration  is  $200. 

Mr.  (jrimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emury.  Where  is  that  land  located? 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  is  up  between  Harrah  and  McLeod.  It  is  nearly 
all  sand. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  that  land  worth? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  ^uess  it  would  sell  for  about  $.500  or  $600. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wlio  is  this  Indian  woman  We-ha-ni-hah? 

Mr.  Groies.  That  is  a  very  old  woman.  It  appears  here  that  her 
deed  was  acknowledged  before  Mr.  Ben.  B.  King,  and  that  Willie 
Murdock  was  inter})reter. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  down  there  when  that  deed  was  taken? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  was  the  deed  acknowledged. 

Mr.  Grimes.  Some  were  acknowledged  at  his  office  and  some  at 
the  hotel. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  Ea^le  Pass? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  E^fBRY.  Was  this  old  woman  there? 

Mr.  Grijies.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  she  blind  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  remember  whether  she  is  or  not. 
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Mr.  Embry.  How  did  she  manage  to  make  lier  mark,  do  you  know? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  saw  her  execute  the  deed,  didn't  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Mr.  Embrt.  You  held  her,  didn't  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Didn't  some  one  take  her  by  the  hand  and  make  her 
make  her  mark  on  the  deed. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  rememlK^r  alxnit  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  did  you  offer  her  for  the  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  told  her  I  would  ffive  her  $-200  for  the  land.  She 
said  she  was  sick  and  wanted  to  sell  her  land;  she  said  she  wanted 
the  money  to  live  on.  Chapman  did  not  want  to  buy  it,  and  I  said 
buy  it  and  put  it  in  my  name:  I  will  raise  the  money  and  try  to  take 
it.    That  was  how  the  deed  was  taken  in  my  name. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  she  was  there  two  or  three  days;  where  did 
you  keep  her? 

Mr.  Grimes.  She  was  up  at  the  wagon  yard. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  not  refuse  to  let  her  son  in  there  to  see  her? 

Mr.  Gri3Ies.  Her  son  was  right  in  there  with  her  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Embry.    In  the  wagon  yard  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir — Oh,  I  am  thinking  al)out 

Mr.  E.mbry.  Another  case? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  we  never  refused  to  let  anybody  go  in  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  refuse  anybody? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  Noten  would  always  come  about  us  when- 
ever he  wanted  to  and  was  our  friend,  as  far  as  thiit  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Embry.  State  to  this  committee  in  ca>e  you  gentlemen  had 
perfect  titles — I  mean  the  three  partnerships  in  which  you  were  in- 
terested— how  nuich  would  have  been  your  net  ])rofit  from  the  lands, 
or  fi'om  your  part  of  the  lands  received  from  the  Indian^,  in  your 
judgment;  say  your  titles  were  perfect,  and  you  could  sell  the  land 
and  dispose  of  it  at  a  fair  market  value,  what  would  have  been  your 
net  profit  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  never  figured  on  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  in  all  the  transactions? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  the  value  of  Indian  lands? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  T  know  how  they  have  been  selling. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  gentlemen  claim  to  have  paid  out  about  i*^SO,0(X), 
all  of  you,  the  three  companies  in  which  you  were  interested  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.    T  never  figured  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  the  amount  of  the  Indian  land  jnirchased,  ac- 
cording to  the  considerations  mentioned  in  the  deeds,  was  about 
$80,000  or  $82,000? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Probably  that  is  right- 
Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  not  all  that  land  to-dav 
worth  $300,000?^ 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  is  it  worth? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  know  that  it  has  Ix^en  appraised  by  dis- 
interested appraisers  at  in  the  neighborhood  of  $300,000  i 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  what  it  has  been  appraised  at. 
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Mr.  Embry.  AMiat  would  you  say  it  was  worth  at  the  lowest  figure? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  not  toll  you. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  It  would  bo  worth  $250,000  if  you  had  a  i^erfect  title, 
would  it  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  The  whole  thing? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes. 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVell,  how  much  is  it  worth?  Just  give  us  your  best 
judgment. 

Mr.  Gri3Ies.  I  domot  know;  I  would  have  to  sit  down  and  itemize 
the  land  and  put  the  numbers  on  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  not  a  foot  of  that  land  that  w^as  taken  by 
either  of  your  companies  but  what  you  know  the  value  of,  and  you 
were  taken  down  there  because  of  your  knowledge  of  it? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  would  know  pretty  nearly  the  value  if  I 
would  figure  on  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  because  of  your  knowledge  of  the  value  of  the 
land  you  were  taken  down  there? 

The  Chairman.  And  because  you  knew  the  Indians? 

Mr.  (jrimes.  Yes,  sir.  But  Mr.  Bentley  has  not  paid  one-tenth  of 
what  we  did. 

AVithout  concluding  the  examination  of  the  witness  a  recess  was 
taken  until  1.30  o'clock  p.  m. 

afti-:r  recess. 

L.  C.  GRIMES— Recalled. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  you  did  not  aid  in  putting  Rachel  Kirk  in  the 
buggy  that  morning? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  She  was  drunk,  was  she  not? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yos,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  what  occasion  was  it  that  she  was  drunk  and  those 
other  parties  had  to  put  her  in  the  bugg};? 

Mr.  Grimes.  She  was  just  there  drinlcing. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  place  was  it — Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  w-as  she  doing  there? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  She  just  came  in  there. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  What  time  of  the  morning  was  it? 

Mr.  Grhies.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was  in  the  forenoon  or 
afternoon. 

Mr.  E:mbry.  AVhat  was  the  occasion  for  putting  her  in  the  buggy? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  suppose  it  was  to  keep  her  from  being  arrested;  she 
was  drunk. 

Mr.  E.AiBRY.  Who  was  it  that  put  her  in  the  buggj^? 

Mr.  (trimes.  T  do  not  recollect. 

Mr.  p]:kiBRY.  AVhere  did  they  take  her  when  they  put  her  in  the 
buggy  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  she  went  home  to  the  camp. 

Mr.  E:mbry.  Was  that  the  time  when  vou  took  her  and  got  some 
deeds? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir:  we  took  lier  deeds  a  good  while  before  that. 
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Mr.  Embry.  With  regard  to  tliis  hotel,  did  any  of  those  Indians 
stop  in  the  hotel  and  pay  their  lodging  as  travelers  would? 

Mr.  Grimes.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emrry.  What  Indians  stopped  in  the  hotel  and  stayed  there 
as  gua-ts  of  the  hotel  ? 

Mr.  (trimes.  I  couldn't  tell  you;  I  do  not  think  they  stayed  in  the 
hotel.     They  just  ate  there  when  they  came  to  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  Your  room  was  on  the  second  floor,  was  it? 

Mr.  (7RIMES.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  their  object  in  going  to  your  room? 

Mr.  (jRiMES.  We  were  dealing  with  the  Indians!  We  had  the  back 
room  there  and  they  had  to  go  in  and  out  if  they  wanted  to.  There 
were  lots  of  chairs  in  there. 

Mr.  ILmbky.  What  interpreter  were  you  using  at  that  time? 

Mr.  (iRiMEs.  We  were  using  diffei*ent  ones;  AVilliam  Murdock 
sometimes,  and  sometimes  Mack  Johnson. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  whisky  or  mescal  up  in  that  room? 

Mr.  (t RIMES.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  send  any  whisky  or  mescal  out  to  the  camp? 

Mr.  (i RIMES.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  were  drunk,  were  they  not? 

Mr.  (trimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  those  Indians  get  that  whisky  or  mescal? 

Mr.  (iRiMKS.  There  were  mescal  joints  all  around  the  camp,  people 
who  made  it — Mexicans  who  made  it  all  around  the  camp.  They 
would  get  it  anywhere  in  the  town  at  certain  places. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Eachel  Kirk  have  a  room  up  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  any  other  Indian  woman  have  a  room  up  there  in 
that  hotel  that  you  know  of  ? 

Mr.  (iRiMKS.  Not  that  I  know  of;  some  of  the  men  and  their  wives 
would  come  there  and  get  a  room  once  in  a  while;. Mack  Johnson  and 
others  would  get  rooms  once  in  a  while.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
women  alone  who  got  any. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  ever  see  any  Indians  in  Outcelt's  room? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  were  they  ? 

Mr.  Grimes."  I  could  not  tell  you ;  I  have  seen  Wahtheckcona  at 
one  time  when  he  was  in  there  making  an  affidavit.  He  had  sold 
his  land  to  Bentley  and  wanted  Outcelt  to  help  him  to  get  it  back; 
and  I  have  vseen  old  Ah-kis-kuck  when  he  was  in  there  talking  to  him 
about  getting  his  land  back.  There  were  a  lot  of  them  going  in 
there  making  complaints  to  Outcelt,  and  some  of  them  drawing 
their  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  Rachel  Kirk  and  another  Indian  woman, 
or  either  of  them,  in  a  room  there  adjoining  Outcelt's  room? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  in  that  room  one  day  when  Rachel  Kirk  and 
this  other  woman  were  in  a  room  adjoining  or  near  by  Outcelt's 
room  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  it  was  in  our  main  room. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  was  your  room  from  Outcelt's? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  there  were  two  rooms  between  them. 
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Mr.  Embry.  I  am  referring  to  the  other  room  adjoining  Outcelt's, 
between  which  and  OiitceU's  room  there  was  a  partition;  did  you  see 
Rachel  Kirk  in  that  room  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  and  Outcelt  and  Joe  Clark  go  into  that  room 
when  she  was  in  there  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Not  that  I  recollect. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  Well,  if  you  had,  would  you  recollect  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  might,  but  I  do  not  recollect  it.  If  there  was  any- 
thing like  that  that  occurred  I  do  not  recollect  it. 

Mr,  Embry.  You  do  not  know  who  it  was  w^ho  put  Rachel  Kirk  in 
the  buggy  that  morning,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  do  not;  there  were  some  Indians.  I  think 
I  heard  some  of  them  say  that  Cal  Moore  helped  to  put  her  in. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  was  Cal  Moore  interested  in  her? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  I  do  not  know  just  what  his  interest  was  any 
more  than  he  put  her  in  the  buggy  and  started  home. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  talk  with  Outcelt  the  day  he  left  Muzquiz  to 
come  on  home  ? 

Mr.  Grimks.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  particularly  talk  to  him.  I  saw 
him  there.  I  heard  him  say  that  in  a  day  or  two,  or  that  day,  he 
was  going  home. 

Mr.  PLmbry.  Did  you  counsel  or  consult  with  Outcelt  about  your 
projects  down  there  with  respect  to  buying  land  ? 

Air.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  no  more  than  we  said  that  we  were  there 
trying  to  buy  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  say  to  you  about  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  He  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  what  that  telegram  "  Everything  in 
the  air ''  meant  ?  Do  you  remember  the  occasion  of  AI.  Brown 
sending  that  telej;:ram  to  Benson? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  what  he  meant  by  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  were  you  on  or  about  July  27,  1906? 

Mr.  Gri-aiks.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  tell  you  by  memory. 

Mr.  E.mbry.  Did  anything  happen  to  you  people  down  there  that 
would  put  you  to  any  disadvantage  or  your  operations  be  made  more 
difficult  ? 

Mr.  Grimks.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were,  particularly. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  in  what  respect  were  they,  though  not  parti- 
cularly ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know ;  they  had  taken  a  lot  of  deeds  there 
and  we  were  about  through  with  w^hat  we  were  doing? 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  those  deeds  that  you  had  taken  were  taken  on 
what  dates? 

Mr.  (iRiMES.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  those  deeds  taken  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  EiMBRY.  AVhere  were  they  taken? 

Mr.  Grimes.  In  Mexico,  do  you  mean  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes. 

Mr.  Grimes.  They  were  taken  at  Guajardo's  private  office. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  how  many  days  did  you  take  those  at  Guajardo's 
office. 
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Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  it  was  two  days  the  first  time,  and  then 
another  day  afterwards,  some  time,  a  month  or  two  afterwards. 

Mr.  Embry.  AMiat  Americans  were  there  at  the  times  those  deeds 
were  taken  ? 

Mr.  Gri^ies.  Myself,  Chapman,  MV.  C.  Grimes,  and  I  think  CaL 
Moore,  were  there,  and  Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Bentley's  attorney,  was 
there  part  of  the  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  where  Al.  Brown  or  Outcelt  were  at  the 
time  you  took  the  deeds  at  Outcelt's  house,  or  Joe  Clark  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  where  they  were. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  they  at  GuajardoV house? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  saw,  unless  they  hid. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  there  when  Mr.  Chapman  produced  the 
checks,  were  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Those  deeds  were  taken  in  court,  were  they? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  what  they  c^U  the  open  court  there — what 
the  judffe  called  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  the  understanding  there  that  the  Indians  should 
indorse  those  checks  back  to  Conine,  and  that  he  should  take  them 
over  and  deposit  them  in  the  bank  at  Eagle  Pass,  was  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  those  checks  which  were  given  to  the  Indians  at 
Guajardo's  house  were  merely  for  the  purpose  of  indorsing  them  back 
to  Conine  to  be  deposited  in  the  bank  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  is  what  they  agreed  to  do;  they  wanted  to  de- 
posit their  money  there  to  buy  some  land. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  That  was  understood,  and  it  was  part  of  the  agreement 
by  which  you  got  the  deeds — tliat  they  should  be  indorsed  and  re- 
turned to  Conine,  and  he  should  deposit  them  in  the  bank  at  Eagle 
Pass? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  they  asked  that  that  be  done.  The  checks 
were  made  to  the  Indians;  Ihat  was  in  the  deal;  it  was  when  the 
deal  was  made. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  Indian  did  not  have  the  check  except  for  the  pur- 
pose of  indorsing  it  and  delivering  it  back  to  Conine.  You  saw  the 
whole  transaction,  did  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  about  all  of  it.  I  was  there  around 
the  house. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  Conine  and  Chapman  returned  those  to  Eagle 
Pass,  did  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  guess  they  did  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Embry.  Conine  taking  the  checks  and  Chapman  the  deeds? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  probably  that  was  the  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  then  they  were  deposited  in  the  bank? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  remember  who  did  take  the  deeds. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  down  there  when  depositions  were  taken, 
were  you  not? 

ifr.  Grimes.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  Who  was  3'^our  attorney — who  represented  you  in 
taking  those  depositions? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Mr.  Joe  M.  Adams. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Grimes,  were  you  at  the  camp  when  whisky  and 
beer  and  mescal  were  received  by  those  Indians — when  they  had  it 
there  about  the  camp  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Well,  there  was  very  little  beer  that  was  ever  in  the 
camp. 

Mr.  Embry.    Most  of  it  was  mescal,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  seen  a  few  Indians  take  out  bottles; 
they  would  buy  them  and  take  them  out  to  the  camp  with  them,  but 
they  generally  drank  them  up  before  they  got  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  you  were  at  tlie  camp  did  3"ou  see  consid- 
erable mescal  there  and  Indians  drinking  it '( 

Mr.  (jRiMES.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them  every  night  riding  on  their  horses 
and  carrying  it  in  their  hands,  and  hallooing  and  whooping  nearly 
even'  night. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  about  the  time  this  agitation  was 
going  on  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  the  land  that  there  was  consider- 
able drunkenness  among  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  there  has  always  been  right  smart  drunk- 
enness. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  xVnd  it  is  a  fact  that  that  prevailed  during  most  of  the 
time  you  were  down  there,  or  all  of  the  time? 

Mr.  Grimes.  At  any  time  I  was  there  there  was  more  or  less  drink- 
ing.    You  could  hear  them  of  nights  hallooing  and  whooping. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  who  furnished  them  the  money  with 
which  they  got  that  stuff? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir:  they  had  been  selling  their  land  right  along 
and  they  had  plenty  of  money  in  the  camp. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  had  been  selling  their  land  to  whom? 

Mr.  Grimes.  They  had  been  selling  their  land  to  us  people. 

Mr.  I]mbry.  You  referred  in  your  testimony  to  a  telegram  to  Mr. 
ThackeiT,  along  about  July  31,  1000.  What  was  that  telegram;  to 
what  did  it  refer? 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  referred  to  a  deed  that  I  and  a  man  by  the  name 
of  W.  L.  Bradley  had  bid  on  at  the  agency,  and  we  had  got  it  in  the 
bidding. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  an  inherited  piece  of  land? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  the  name  was  Peshequa,  the  owner  of  it.  She 
was  dead  and  had  a  large  number  of  heirs  to  sign  this  deed,  and  some 
of  them  were  in  Mexico.  I  telegraplicd  Mr.  Tliackery  if  he  w^oiild 
send  the  deed  down  there,  that  I  would  see  if  I  could  get  some  of  those 
heirs  to  sign  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  I  understand,  this  telegram  referred  to  a  tract  of 
land,  or  made  inquiries  as  to  a  deed  where  the  land  had  been  adver- 
tised at  the  agencv  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder? 

Mr.  Grimes.  1  es,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  had  become  the  purchaser? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Of  one  lot;  Mr.  Bradley  had  another  lot. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  it  was  just  necessary  for  you  to  have  some  of 
those  heirs  in  Mexico  to  sign  the  deed? 

Mr.  Grimes.  It  had  to  be  if  we  got  it.  It  is  not  signed  yet.  The 
money  is  up  in  the  bank  and  still  stands  there. 

Mr.  E^viBRY.  You  said  something  about  Bentley  fighting  to  keep 
Indians  from  taking  their  money? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Was  Outcelt  at  Sabinas  the  day  Okeniah  and  those 
Indians  were  turned  back  there  or  arrested  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  there? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  would  say  no,  sir ;  I  think  I  was  in  Muzquiz.  I  may 
not  have  been ;  I  do  not  know  whether  I  was  in  Muzquiz  or  not,  but 
I  know  Outcelt  was  not  there.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  was  in  Muzquiz 
that  day. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  and  Al.  Brown  and  Doctor 
Conine,  and  Cal  Moore  were  on  the  train  going  to  Eagle  Pass  that 
day? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir ;  I  was  in  Eagle  Pass ;  that  is  right.  I  was  in 
Eagle  Pass  when  this  happened  and  they  were  coming.    That  is  right. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  you  stay  in  Eagle  Pass  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  return  on  the  train  that  day  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  did  not.  I  think  I  stayed  there  two  or  three  days, 
probably. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhat  were  you  in  Eagle  Pass  for  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  were  in  Eagle  Pass  buying  this  Indian  land  and 
dealing  with  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  they  were  bringing  the  Indians  over  to  Eagle 
Pass,  that  is,  Conine,  Brown,  and  Moore? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  they  brought  some  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  Which  of  them,  if  either,  came  on  through  to  Eagle 
Pass? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  could  not  tell  you.  You  have  me  mixed  up.  I  do 
not  recollect  which  did  come  through. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  the  occasion  of  Okemah's  arrest? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  they  did  come  on  through  after  that,  that  day, 
I  believe,  or  the  next  day.  \\Tiat  were  you  going  to  say  about 
Okemah's  arrest? 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  the  occasion  when  Okemah  and 
some  other  Indians  were  arrested  at  Sabinas? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  you  find  conditions  when  you  first  went  to 
Mexico  to  buy  land,  and  on  what  date  did  you  first  arrive  at  Eagle 
Pass? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  recollect  what  day  it  was.  Do  you  mean  the 
conditions  at  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes. 

Mr.  Grimes.  When  I  first  went  there,  there  was  nothing  said  or 
done.  We  went  out  to  the  camp  and  visited  with  them  and  came 
back  to  town  and  nothing  was  said  until  Mr.  Bentley  came. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  time  did  you  go  to  Mexico  first? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know ;  I  guess  about  the  20th. 

Mr.  Embry.  Of  what  month? 

Mr.  Grimes.  May,  I  guess ;  long  about  that  time.  We  started  about 
the  17th  from  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  was  it  before  Mr.  Bentley  came  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  think  about  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  had  you  been  doing  in  the  meantime  ? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  We  had  just  been  out  there  talking  with  the  Indians, 
and  told  them  we  were  trying  to  buy  lands  when  this  bill  passed — 
looking  for  the  bill  to  pass ;  we  were  there  to  buy  their  land  and  pay 
them  the  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhen  Bentley  came 

Mr.  Grimes.  If  they  did  not  want  to  swap  that  in  Mexico  we  had 
the  money  to  pay  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVlien  Bentley  came,  then  what  occurred  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  were  thrown  out  of  the  camp. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhat  occurred  next? 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  were  thrown  out  of  the  camp  and  right  away  the 
Indians  told  us  that  he  was  forcing  them  all  to  sign  some  papers  out 
there.  Mack  Johnson  came  in  and  reported  to  the  courts  and  to  us 
that  he  had  beat  him  over  the  head  and  made  him  sign  a  paper,  and 
had  come  to  him  three  times,  and  he  would  not  do  it,  and  he  finally 
took  two  men  and  beat  him  up,  and  he  showed  us  the  scar ;  that  he  had 
knocked  him  down  and  he  said  his  mother  and  all  of  them  cried,  and 
he  said  he  then  signed  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mack  Johnson  told  you  that,  did  he? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  whom  did  he  tell  that? 

Mr.  Grimes.  All  of  us. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  any  conversation  with 
Outcelt  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  talked  to  Outcelt 
about  it.    I  never  heard  him  say. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  was  it  that  Mack  Johnson  told  you  that? 

Mr.  Gri3ies.  It  was  along  about  the  last  of  May,  I  guess;  it  may 
have  been  a  little  later — ^it  may  have  been  in  June. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  state  wnat  statements,  if  any,  or  consiiitations 
you  had  with  Outcelt  about  anybody  buying  land  down  there,  other 
than  the  matter  he  was  sent  to  investigate  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  had  no  conversations  with  him  at  all  in  regard  to 
land,  only  maybe  he  said — I  have  heard  him  say — ^he  might  have  said 
*'  Wliat  are  you  boys  doing  down  here?"  or  something  like  that.  We 
told  him  we  were  there  buying  land ;  that  we  were  there  to  buy  land. 
We  had  no  conversation  with  regard  to  the  land  that  I  recollect. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  consult  with  him  or  he  with  you  about  any 
arrests  or  complaints  that  were  made  down  there,  or  any  proceedings 
in  court  looking  to  the  arrest  of  anybody  or  their  detention  ? 

Mr.  Gri31es.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Thackery  there  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  What  conversation  did  you  have  with  Mr.  Thackery? 

Mr.  Grimes.  None  that  I  know  of  particularly.  I  asked  him  what 
he  was  doing  there,  or  something  of  that  kind,  and  he  did  not  give  us 
any  satisfaction  about  what  he  was  there  for. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  you  get  the  Kickapoo  roll  that  you  have? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  got  it  from  the  land  office  about  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years  ago,  at  Oklahoma  City.     It  was  taken  off  the  record  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  that  at  Guajardo's  house  when  the  checks 
were  indorsed  there  by  the  Indians,  as  you  claimed,  and  turned  over 
to  Conine,  the  understanding  was  they  wanted  that  money  used  to 
buy  land  in  Mexico? 
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Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  the  understanding  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Grimes.  That  is  what  they  said  they  wanted  to  do  with  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  that,  did  you? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Chapman,  your  part- 
ner, has  testified  that  the  agreement  was  that  that  money  was  to 
be  deposited  in  the  bank  at  tagle  Pass  until  he  found  out  the  title, 
and  then  the  money  should  be  expressed  back  to  them?  AVas  that 
not  the  agreement? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  you  men  hatch  up  this  agi'eement  to  buy 
their  land  weeks  afterwards? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir;  they  said  right  there  to  take  it,  and  had 
council  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  witnessed  some  of  those  checks,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Your  name  appears  to  some  of  those  checks  that 
were  forged,  does  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  fellows  forged  checks,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  forged  these,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  We  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  in  a  wholesale  robbery  business  down 
there,. were  you  not? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Not  any  more  than  you  are. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  I  was  not  down  there.  I  wish  I  had  been. 
I  would  have  had  some  of  you  people  where  you  belong. 

Mr.  Grimes.  No,  sir ;  I  never  forged  any  checks. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

W.  F.  SEARCH,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Curtis.  '\Miere  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Search.  In  this  city. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  here  ? 

Mr.  Search.  About  twelve  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhat  is  your  business  ? 

Mr.  Search.  I  am  a  banker. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  bank  are  you  connected  with? 

Mr.  Search.  The  Bank  of  Commerce. 

Senator  Curtis.  None  of  the  parties  concerned  in  this  transaction 
are  connected  with  that  bank,  are  they  ? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  that  branch  of  the  Kickapoo  tribe 
of  Indians  known  as  the  Kicking  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Search.  I  know  of  them ;  I  am  not  personally  acquainted  with 
but  few  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  their  having  gone 
to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Search.  Only  as  a  matter  of  common  talk. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  any  of  them  about  going? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir.' 
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Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  talk  to  him  about  their  going  down 
there  ? 

Mr.  Search.  I  have  had  conversation  with  Mr.  Bentley  time  and 
again,  but  on  no  special  subject. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  about  the  Indians  going  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  Search.  Well,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  or  have  not; 
possibly  I  may  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  you  have,  you  have  forgotten  it? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir;  I  may  have  had  some  passing  talk  with 
him  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Later  on,  when  these  parties  were  trying  to  buy 
land,  do  you  know  anything  about  any  of  the  Indians  being  taken 
down  there? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  any  of  those  parties  approach  you  to  borrow 
money  ? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  to  the  committee  if  you  at  any  time  were 
consulted  by  any  person — by  Mr.  Bentley  or  anybody  else — about 
those  Indians  going  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  any  knowledge  from  conversations  with 
the  Indians  or  with  Mr.  Bentley  as  to  why  they  went  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  I  think  not,  unless  it  was  just  possibly  in  a 
passing  talk.     I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  asked  about  it. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  buying  Indian  lands  here? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  a  speculator. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  been  loaning  some  money  on  Indian 
land,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Search.  I  think  there  are  probably  two  pieces  of  land  that  we 
made  a  loan  on,  one  of  $400  in  a  loan  to  Ed.  Hood. 

The  Chairman.  The  lawyer? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  WTio  else? 

Mr.  Search.  The  other  cavSe  in  which  I  furnished  some  money  was 
not  a  Kickapoo. 

The  Chairman.  Was  it  Shawnee  land? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  I  think  this  probably  was  Pottawatomie,  is 
it  not,  Mr.  Thackery? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Shawnee.  You  are  referring  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Dickens  ? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  a  deed  to  the  N.  ^  of  the  SW.  i  of  sec. 
21,  T.  10  N.  R.  3  E.,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  I  did  have. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  ffot  it  now  ? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  that  deed  was  made  direct  to  me  to  secure 
a  loan  of  $1,500  paid  on  that  land,  that  is,  to  furnish  part  of  the 
payment  on  it.    That  is  how  the  deed  came  to  me. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  did  you  loan  on  that  piece  of  land  ? 

Mr.  Search.  $1,500. 

The  Chairman.  To  whom  did  you  loan  that? 
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Mr.  Search.  Walter  Dickens — ^I  can  not  recall  the  other  name; 
what  is  that  other  party's  name,  Mr.  Thackery  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  deed  to  Mr.  RatzliflF? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes. 

The  Chairman.  Who  are  they?  Are  they  employees  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? 

Mr.  Search.  I  believe  so. 

The  Chairman.  Of  the  Indian  Office? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  remember  having  any  conversation  with 
John  Spybuck,  the  man  whose  deed  you  got  ? 

Mr.  Search.  I  do  not  know  John  Spybuck,  really.  There  were 
some  parties  came  in — one  of  the  Shawnee  boys,  I  think — ^and  de- 
manded the  money.  There  was  a  certificate  of  deposit  made  for  the 
full  payment;  that  is,  $2,300. 

The  Chairman.  AVho  made  that? 

Mr.  Search.  It  was  made  at  the  bank. 

The  Chairman.  Who  had  it  made? 

Mr.  Search.  It  was  made  through  Mr.  Dickens  and  Mr.  Ratzliff, 
the  parties  who  borrowed  the  money. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  borrow  the  money  from  you  ? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir;  $1,500  of  it,  and  $800  they  applied  of  their 
own  money. 

The  Chairman.  That  $800  was  what  they  had  loaned  to  Spybuck, 
was  it  not? 

Mr.  Search.  I  do  not  understand  it  that  way;  I  think  not. 

The  Chairman.  When  you  got  this  deed  had  you  invested  any 
money  in  this  transaction  at  all? 

Mr.  Search.  We  paid  the  $1,500.  The  deed  was  made  to  me  as  a 
matter  of  security.     I  never  claimed  title  to  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  not  pay  $1,500,  did  you? 

Mr.  Search.  I  loaned  them  $1,500  and  had  the  deed  made  direct 
from  Spybuck  to  me  as  security  for  that. 

The  Chairman.  Then  who  deposited  the  money  you  spoke  of? 

Mr.  Search.  The  balance  of  it  was  deposited  by  Mr.  Dickens  and 
Mr.  Ratzliff. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  did  they  deposit  in  addition  to  the 
$1,500  which  you  say  you  loaned  them  ? 

Mr.  Search.  The  certificate  of  deposit  is  for  $2,800,  and  it  was  my 
understanding  from  them  that  they  were  to  pay  me  about  $900 
besides  that. 

The  Chairman.  Besides  the  $2,300? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  whether  they  paid  him  anything. 

Mr.  Search.  I  have  their  word  for  it,  and  1  have  always  known 
them  to  be  truthful. 

The  Chairman.  Xever  mind  about  that;  that  is  not  in  contro- 
versy. Just  tell  us  what  you  know  about  it.  What  do  you  know 
about  their  having  paid  him  any  money  ? 

Mr.  Search.  I  do  not  know  anything. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  whether  he  ever  got  the  $1,500  of 
them  of  your  own  knowledge  ? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  I  know  the  certificate  is  out  yet. 

Tlie  Chairman.  The  certificate  is  still  in  your  bank,  is  it  ? 
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Mr.  Search.  The  certificate  is  out  yet,  and  stands  against  the  bank 
for  $2,300. 

The  Chairman.  Who  holds  the  certificate? 

Mr.  Search.  So  far  as  I  know,  Spybuck  holds  it. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  not  know  that  Spybuck  has  never  had 
that  certificate? 

Mr.  Search.  I  do  not  know  that;  no,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  never  saw  him,  did  you? 

Mr.  Search.  I  saw  him  once,  when  he  came  in  to  demand  the  full 
payment  for  the  land,  and  I  told  him  the  certificate  was  out  and 
explained  to  him  the  way  the  matter  was. 

The  Chairman.  What,  if  anything,  did  he  say  to  you? 

Mr.  Search.    He  did  not  say  anything. 

The  Chairman.  Is  he  an  Indian? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  with  one  of  the  Shawnee  boys. 
Dudley  Shawnee  did  the  talking. 

The  Chairman.  Did  he  not  tell  you  that  he  had  not  sold  the  land? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  he  say  about  the  certificate? 

Mr.  Search.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  he  said  anything  about  it 
particularly. 

The  Chairman.  He  did  not  take  the  certificate,  did  he? 

Mr.  Search.  The  certificate  is  out  against  the  bank. 

The  Chairman.  Who  did  you  give  the  certificate  to? 

Mr.  Search.  I  gave  the  certificate  to  Mr.  Dickens  and  Mr.  Ratzliff, 
made  payable  to  John  Spybuck. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  not  give  it  to  Spybuck,  did  you? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  Spybuck. 

The  Chairman.  You  know  that  Spybuck  has  not  got  it,  do  you 
not? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  not  been  told  that  Spybuck  declined  to 
take  it? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  It  is  out 
against  tiie  bank ;  I  know  that. 

The  Chairman.  You  never  had  seen  this  land? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  have  you  done  with  the  land? 

Mr.  Search.  I  made  a  special  warranty  or  quitclaim  deed  to 
George  Rose  for  it. 

The  Chairman.  Who  is  he? 

Mr.  Search.  He  lives  in  the  country  here. 

The  Chairman.  AVhy  did  you  make  it  to  him? 

Mr.  Search.  Beacuse  Dickens  and  Eatzliff  sold  it  to  him. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  what  they  got  for  it? 

Mr.  Search.  I  only  know  what  they  told  me ;  it  seems  to  me  it  was 
about  $3,200  or  $3,300. 

The  Chairman.  And  they  paid  him  $1,500? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  they  paid  him  about  $3,200;  that  is  my  recol- 
lection. 

The  Chairman.  That  is,  if  he  accepts  this  certificate  ? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  The  certificate  and  what  they  had  loaned  to  him 
amounted  to  $3,200? 
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Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  my  understanding  of  it.  I  know 
the  $2,300  of  the  certificate  was  made  direct  to  him. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  an  even  $2,300? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  did  those  two  young  men  owe  you 
when  they  got  this  deed  from  Spybuck  ? 

Mr.  Search.  They  owed  me  the  $1,500  that  I  had  loaned  in  that 
way  and  took  the  certificate. 

The  Chairman.  You  loaned  it  before  you  took  the  deed,  did  you 
not? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  I  loaned  it  to  them  when  they  went  to  get 
the  deed,  and  the  understanding  with  them  was  that  thev  were  to 
have  the  deed  made  out  in  my  name  as  security  for  that  loan. 

The  Chairman.  They  had  not  got  the  deed  when  you  loaned  the 
money,  then?  ^ 

Mr.  Search.  I  think  not.  Of  course,  if  they  had  not  got  the  deed 
they  would  have  returned  the  certificate. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  carry  the  certificate  with  them  when 
they  went  after  the  deed  ? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  When  was  it  that  Spybuck  came  to  your  bank? 

Mr.  Search.  Well,  it  must  have  been,  as  near  as  I  can  remember, 
probably  ten  days  or  maybe  two  weeks,  after  this  transaction. 

The  Chairman.  After  which  transaction? 

Mr.  Search.  After  the  transaction  I  have  mentioned  to  you. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  he  say  when  he  came  to  the  bank? 

Mr.  Search.  He  did  not  say  anything.  He  had  Dudley  Shawnee 
with  him. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  Dudley  say  for  him? 

Mr.  Search.  Dudley  said  he  wanted  the  money. 

The  Chairman.  He  could  have  had  the  money,  could  he  not? 

Mr.  Search.  I  suppose  he  had  the  money.  I  had  paid  out  the 
$1,500. 

The  Chairman.  You  got  a  certificate  of  deposit  in  his  name,  did 
you  ? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir;  and  gave  it  to  them,  and  they  were  going 
to  get  the  deed,  because  they  had  in  that  certificate  $800  of  their  own 
money. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  tell  you  these  men  would  not  take  the 
certificate,  and  that  they  held  the  certificate  ? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  are  sure  they  did  not? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  believed  then  that  the  Indian  had  the 
certificate  ? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir;  sure. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  ask  him  for  it  when  he  came  in? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;'  I  did  not  ask  him  for  it;  I  told  him  they 
would  have  to  go  and  see  the  other  parties. 

The  Chairman.  AVhat  should  they  go  and  see  the  other  parties  for, 
if  he  had  the  certificate? 

Mr.  Search.  I  told  them  about  the  interest  I  had  in  it,  and  that 
I  held  that  deed  as  security  for  this  $1,500. 


i)32  AFFAIRS   OF   THE   MEXICAN   KICKAFOO   INDIANS. 

The  Chairman.  But  did  not  this  Indian  tell  you  he  did  not  want 
to  sell  the  land  for  that  amount  of  money? 

Mr.  Search.  The  Indian  did  not  open  his  mouth,  and  the  other 
man  did  not  tell  me ;  no,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  know  now,  do  you  not,  that  these  young  men 
have  got  this  certificate? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Have  they  not  told  you  so? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  I  can  tell  you  so. 

Mr.  Search.  Well,  I  do  not  know,  I  am  sure.  It  is  entirely  new 
to  me. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  not  know  that  this  has  been  a  matter  of 
controversy  between  Spybuck's  attorney  and  the  Indian  office  ? 

Mr.  Search.  I  know  that  Mr.  W.  if,  Riggs  here  claimed  that  he 
had  bought  it. 

The  Chairman.  Bought  what? 

Mr.  Search.  Bought  this  land  from  Spybuck  after  this  man  had 
bought  it. 

The  Chairman.  Who  is  Mr.  Riggs? 

Mr.  Search.  He  is  a  real  estate  man  here  in  town. 

The  Chairman.  You  knew  that  the  office  was  having  considerable 
trouble  about  this  land,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  not  know  that  there  was  complaint  made 
to  the  office  that  they  had  been  dealing  in  Indian  land  that  they 
ought  not  to  deal  in? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  heard  nothing  of  that? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  I  am  not  interested  in  Indian-land  propo- 
sitions and  paid  no  attention  to  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Mr.  Search,  if  I  understand  your  testimony,  it 
is  that  these  men — Dickens  and  Ratzliff — put  in  $800  and  that "^ you 
loaned  them  $1,500  additional,  making  $2,300? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  your  bank? 

Mr.  Search.  For  that  certificate. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  issued  them  a  certificate? 

Mr.   Search.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  A  certificate  of  deposit? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir.  I  issued  a  certificate  of  deposit  to  them, 
and  it  is  stated  on  the  certificate  that  that  was  payable  on  its  return 
with  a  patent  from  Spybuck.  The  patent,  as  I  understood  at  that 
time,  was  in  the  office  over  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  certificate  was  payable  to  whom? 

Mr.  Search.  It  was  payable  to  John  Spybuck. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  they  took  that.  Did  they  come  back  with  a 
tleed  to  you? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir;  they  turned  the  deed  over  to  me,  and  X  had 
it  recorded. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  they  return  the  certificate  to  you? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  seen  it  since. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  after  your  receipt  of  the  deed  was  it  before 
Spybuck  came  in? 
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Mr.  Search.  It  must  have  been  ten  days;  Spybuck  did  not  come 
in  until  Mr.  Riggs  raised  a  controversy  about  it  and  claimed  that  he 
had  bought  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  Spybuck  and  Dudley  Shawnee  came  to  your 
bank? 

Mr.  Search.  I  suppose  it  was  Spybuck.  I  would  not  know  Spy- 
buck  if  I  should  meet  him  to-day.  There  was  an  Indian  with  him 
when  Dudley  Shawnee  came  in,  and  he  did  the  talking. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Dudley  Shawnee  represent  that  that  was  Spy- 
buck  with  him? 

Mr.  Search.  I  can  not  remember.  I  asked  him  particularly  about 
Spybuck ;  he  said  that  Spybuck  wanted  the  money  for  the  land,  and 
I  told  him  that  all  the  interest  I  had  in  it  was  that  I  had  taken  the 
deed  as  security  for  the  $1,500  and  had  issued  this  certificate,  and  to 
go  and  see  Mr.  Dickens  about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  did  you  want  him  to  go  and  see  Dickens? 

Mr.  Search.  Because  Dickens  was  the  one  I  gave  the  certificate  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  of  course  you  could  not  pay  it  out  until  the 
certificate  was  returned? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir..  I  am  willing  to  pay  the  money  now  if  they 
return  the  certificate. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  certificate  to  be  deposited  any  way  until  the 
Government  patent  arrived? 

Mr.  Search.  Xo,  sir;  I  understood  the  Government  patent  had 
arrived;  it  was  represented  to  me  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  the  additional  consideration  paid — 
$2,300 — ^you  do  not  know  anything  about  that? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that,  except 
what  I  have  been  told  by'them  as  to  what  they  had  paid. 

The  Chairman.  Thev  told  you  they  had  paid  $900  in  addition  to 
the  $2,300,  did  they?  /  \ 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  recollection — about  $3,200.  I 
never  expected  to  have  the  matter  come  up  in  this  way  and  did  not 
charge  my  mind  particularly  about  it. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Riggs  about  this  matter  at 
all? 

Mr.  Search.  After  I  had  made  this  deed  to  Mr.  Rose  I  got  a  long 
letter  from  Riggs  in  which  he  demanded  the  deed.  I  have  the 
letter  yet.  In  reply,  I  said  to  Mr.  Riggs  that  I  was  simply  a  pas- 
senger in  the  deal,  that  I  never  claimed  any  interest  in  the  land,  ex- 
cept the  security  of  the  $1,500,  and  that  there  was  no  use  of  him  and  I 
talking  about  it  or  getting  into  a  controversy  on  the  subject  because 
we  probably  could  not  agree,  and  I  have  not  heard  anything  from  him 
since. 

The  Chairman.  Did  he  not  claim  that  he  had  a  mortgage  on  the 
land? 

Mr.  Search.  He  took  a  mortgage  afterwards,  after  this  deed  had 
been  made  to  me. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  did  he  claim  to  have  ? 

Mr.  Search.  My  recollection  of  it  is  that  the  record  shows  about 
$600,  but  this  mortgage  was  filed  after  the  deed  had  been  made  to 
me  and  put  on  record. 

The  Chairman.  Was  it  made  before  or  after:  do  vou  know  about 
that? 
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Mr.  Search.  All  I  know  is  just  what  the  record  will  show  at  the 
time  of  the  filing. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  file  your  deed  promptly? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir ;  I  filed  it  right  away. 

The  Chairman.  Does  Mr.  Riggs  live  here  in  town  ? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  real  estate  man. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhat  did  Dudley  Shawnee  say  to  you  when  he  came 
in? 

Mr.  Search.  I  will  tell  it  to  you  just  as  nearly  as  I  can.  When 
he  came  in  there  were  two  or  three  with  him — Indians,  I  guess — and 
he  said  that  this  man  Spybuck  wanted  his  money  for  the  land.  I 
said,  "  You  will  have  to  go  and  see  Dickens  about  it."  I  did  not 
claim  any  interest  in  the  land  except  having  loaned  Dickens  $1,500, 
and  the  deed  is  made  to  me  as  security  for  that  $1,600,  and  I  have 
no  other  claim  against  it,  and  they  went  away. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Dickens? 

Mr.  Search.  I  have  known  him  and  known  of  him  perhaps  six 
years.    I  have  known  him  personally  for  the  last  six  years,  perhaps. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  what  capacity  have  you  known  him  ? 

Mr.  Search.  He  was  with  the  bank  as  bookkeeper  for  about  a  year. 

Mr.  Embry.  With  your  bank? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir;  and  then  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
school  in  one  way  or  another  during  the  remainder  of  the  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhat  is  Mr.  Dickens's  character  as  to  being  an  hon- 
est and  careful  man? 

Mr.  Search.  First  class;  I  do  not  know  a  man  whose  word  I 
would  take  for  anything  quicker  than  I  would  that  of  Mr.  Dickens. 

The  Chairman.  You  had  two  deeds  in  this  case,  did  you  not,  in 
the  Spybuck  case? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir;  just  the  one. 

The  Chairman.  Was  there  not  a  deed  given  you  dated  some  time 
about  September  4  from  Spvbuck? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir,  I  think — I  do  not  think  I  have  but  the  one; 
I  have  no  recollection  of  but  the  one. 

The  Chairman.  Then,  you  have  one  signed  and  delivered  on  the 
12th  of  September.  Here  are  two  of  them  that  are  certified  to  be 
copies  of  deeds  that  you  have. 

Mr.  Search.  May  I  look  at  them  ? 

The  Chairman.  Certainly. 

The  papers  were  here  handed  to  the  witness. 

The  Chairman.  They  are  simply  certified  to  be  on  record  here. 
Have  you  any  recollection  of  why  you  had  two  deeds? 

Mr.  Search.  I  do  not  know ;  I  am  not  sure. 

The  Chairman.  AMiich  one  do  you  refer  to,  the  first  or  last? 

Mr.  Search.  The  last  one.  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  but 
one  deed. 

Senator  Curtis.  May  it  not  be  the  last  one  that  you  do  know  about 
and  not  the  first  one  ? 

Mr.  Search.  It  may  be. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  likely  that  one  was  given  before  the  pat- 
ent was  issued,  and  the  other  taken  after  the  patent  was  issued? 

Mr.  Search.  AVell,  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  May  it  not  have  been  that  these  young  men  took 
this  deed,  the  first  one,^  from  you  ? 
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The  Chairman.  You  did  not  see  this  deed  made,  or  either  one  of 
them,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir.  As  I  say,  I  know  Mr.  Dickens  and  Mr.  Ratz- 
liff  and  I  had  ample  confidence  in  what  they  said,  but  I  have  no 
recollection  of  but  the  one  deed. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  reason  we  ask  you  these  questions  is  because 
imder  the  law,  if  the  first  deed  was  issued  before  the  patent,  that 
deed  is  void. 

Mr.  Search.  I  do  not  know,  I  am  sure. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  where  the  deeds 
were  made? 

Mr.  Search.  My  recollection  of  it  is  that  the  deeds  were  made 
over  about  Muskogee,  somewhere. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  not  Tulsa  ? 

Mr.  Search.  Maybe  so. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  your  money  now;  you  say  they  have 
sold  it  to  somebody  else? 

Mr.  Search.  They  sold  it  to  some  one  else  and  I  made  a  special 
warranty  deed  to  him. 

The  Chairman.  They  furnished  the  $2,300  did  they? 

Mr.  Search.  Yes,  sir;  including  the  $1,500  that  they  borrowed. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  borrow  any  money  of  you? 

Mr.  Search.  They  borrowed  the  $1,500. 

The  Chairman.  Was  that  part  of  the  $2,800? 

Mr.  Search.  The  $1,500  was  part  of  the  $2,300.  You  see,  they 
borrowed  $1,600  and  paid  $800,  and  that  made  the  $2,300  for  issuing 
the  certificate  in  the  name  of  John  Spybuck,  payable  to  John  Spy- 
buck.    That  certificate  is  out  yet.    Where  it  is  1  do  not  know. 

The  Chairman.  You  understand,  then,  that  if  Mr.  Spybuck  should 
take  the  $2,300  he  would  be  paid  how  much  money  ? 

Mr.  Search.  About  $3,200. 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  understand  that  he  got  the  $1,500? 
That  you  do  not  know,  as  I  understand. 

Mr.  Search.  Well,  if  he  did  not  get  the  $1,500,  he  did  not  get 
the  $2,300;  that  was  part  of  it. 

The  Chairman.  That  he  did  not  get,  as  you  know. 

Mr.  Search.  The  money  has  not  been  paid  out  of  the  bank  on 
it,  but  that  certificate  is  out,  payable  to  him  ? 

The  Chairman.  You  know  he  has  not  got  the  certificate,  do  you 
not? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  not  this  young  man  tell  you  he  would  not 
take  the  certificate? 

Mr.  Search.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  heard  of  the  certificate  until  now. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

WALTER  F.  DICKENS,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified 
as  follows: 

The  Chairman.  State  your  name  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dickens.  Walter  F.  Dickens. 

The  Chairman.  You  are  a  clerk  in  the  Indian  Office? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  low  long  have  you  l)een  there? 
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Mr.  Dickens.  I  have  been  there  about  six  years,  with  the  exception 
of  about  six  months.  I  was  employed  at  the  Bank  of  Commerce  dur- 
ing that  time. 

The  Chaihman.  When  was  that? 

Mr.  Dickens.  From  June,  1904,  until  February,  1905. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  your  business  in  the  office  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  am  financial  clerk. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Thackery,  the 
agent? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  have  some  transactions  with  an  Indian 
by  the  name  of  John  Spybuck  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Wliere  doe>s  he  live  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  He  lives  at  Tulsa.  Sperry,  I  think,  is  his  post-office, 
office. 

The  Chairman.  ^Vhat  was  that  transaction  with  him? 

Mr.  Dickens.  We  bought  a  piece  of  land  of  him. 

The  Chairman.  ^Vhen  did  you  buy  it  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  In  September,  1907. 

The  Chairman.  What  time  in  September? 

Mr.  Dickens.  September  12,  I  believe  the  deed  is  dated. 

The  Chairman.  You  got  a  deed  from  him  before  that,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  ever  contracted  to  buy  Mr.  Spybuck's 
property?    You  got  a  deed  dated  the  4th  of  September,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Dickens.  It  was  along  about  the  middle  of  August,  1907. 

The  Chairman.  What  was  your  arrangement  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  agreed  to  pay  him  so  much  money  for  his  land, 
and  he  agreed  to  take  it. 

The  Chairman.  How  nuich  did  you  agree  to  pay  him  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  $3,000. 

The  Chairman.  And  he  agreed  to  take  it,  did  he? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  did  vou  advance  him  on  it  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  About  $900. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  what  he  owed  you  when  you  took  the 
deed,  was  it? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  When  you  took  the  first  deed  had  the  patent  been 
issued  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir;  not  when  I  took  the  first  deed. 

The  Chairman.  It  had  not  issued  when  you  made  the  contract  with 
him? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  did  you  find  out  that  the  patent  was  issued? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  was  told  by  a  friend  that  the  patent  had  issued. 

The  Chairman.  Who  was  the  friend  who  told  you  that 

Mr.  Dickens.  A  man  named  Blogden. 

The  Chairman.  How  did  he  know  that  the  patent  had  issued  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  do  not  know. 

The  Chairman.  Wlien  did  he  tell  you  the  patent  had  issued  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  About  the  time  I  took  the  deed. 
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The  Chairman.  Did  you  not  get  your  knowledge  from  the  records 
of  the  office? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  not  have  some  one  telegraph  you  from 
Washington? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

The  Chairman.  When  you  found  that  the  patent  had  issued  you 
immediately  went  to  get  the  deed  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  That  was  the  understanding  between  Spybuck  and 
myself. 

The  Chairman.  That  you  should  get  the  deed  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Why  did  you  take  a  second  deed;  the  patent  had 
issued  when  you  took  the  first  one,  had  it  not  ?   • 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Why  did  you  take  it,  then,  before  the  patent 
issued? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Because  I  had  been  misinformed,  I  guess. 

The  Chairman.  Oh,  j'ou  were  mistaken  about  the  patent  being  out? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  understood  if  you  took  a  deed  before  the 
patent  issued  it  would  not  be  good  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  I  may  interrupt  right  there,  you  understood 
that  a  deed  based  upon  a  contract  made  before  the  patent  issued  was 
void,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  understood  my  deed  was  good  after  the  patent 
issued. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  under  the  act  of  April, 
1906,  every  deed  based  on  a  contract  entered  into  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  restriction  period  is  absolutely  null  and  void,  and  is  so 
made  by  statute  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  not  read  that  law  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Then  you  took  a  second  deed  in  order  that  you 
might  have  title  after  the  patent  had  issued? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  was  no  additional  money  paid  the  Indian  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  paid  $900? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  mean  to  say  there  was  additional  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  Paid  afterwards? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  this  first  deed  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  was  paid  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  $225. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  that  paid  to  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  To  Mr.  Spybuck. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  got  the  deed.  You  say  you  were  to 
have  the  title  for  $3,000? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 


988  AFFAIRS   OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  paid  $3,000  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  paid  it  to  Mr.  Spybuck? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Paid  it  to  Mr.  Spybuck. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  pay  it? 

Mr.  Dickens.  In  cash  and  by  certificate. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  get  the  certificate  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  He  has  the  certificate  as  far  as  I  know.  I  delivered 
it  into  his  hands. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  did  not  refuse  to  take  it,  did  he? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  refuse  to  take  the  money  on  it? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  are  sure  about  that,  are  you  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  sold  the  property,  have  you? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  sell  it  for  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Three  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  got  your  pay  for  it? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  your  judgment  you  have  closed  that  transaction, 
have  you? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  think  the  title  in  the  man  you  sold  it  to 
is  good  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Ilave  you  not  a  regulation  that  you  are  familiar 
with  that  forbids  employees  of  the  Government  from  dealing  in 
Indian  land? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Not  when  the  patent  is  issued. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  were  dealing  in  Indian  land  before  the 
patent  issued,  in  August  last,  were  you  not  ?  It  had  not  been  issued 
then? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Well,  I  hardly  know — 

The  Chairman.  You  had  contracted  for  this  land  in  August;  you 
had  paid  some  money  on  the  contract? 

Mr.  Dickens.  He  agreed  to  sell  me  the  land  in  August  provided  he 
did  not  get  more  money  for  the  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  what  the  land  is  worth  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  It  is  worth  what  I  paid  for  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  worth  a  good  deal  more  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  do  not  think  it  is. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  jou  know  the  land  ? 

Mr:  Dickens.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  over  the  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  has  been  offered  $6,000 
for  that  land? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wlio  w^as  your  associate  in  this  arrangement? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Well,  Mr.  Ratzliff  offered  to  put  up  half  of  the 
money ;  we  were  buying  the  land  together — Peter  P.  Ratzliff. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wliat  is  his  business? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Additional  farmer. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  he  in  the  employ  of  the  Government? 


AFFAIRS  OF   THE   MEXICAN   KICKAPOO   INDIANS.  939 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  made  this  contract  with  you  when  you  loaned 
the  first  money,  did  he? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  he  make  it? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Ratzliff  was  brought  into  the  deal  later. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  have  this  deed  made  to  Mr.  Search? 

Mr.  Dickens.  To  secure  the  loan  on  the  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  he  came  in  later.     When  did  he  come  in  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  think  it  was  some  ten  or  twelve  days  before  I 
bought  the  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Before  you  got  your  deed,  you  mean? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,,  it  was  before  the  patent  issued,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  has  been  some  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Spybuck's  attorney  and  the  office,  has  there  not,  about  this  matter? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  think  there  has  been. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  there  has  been  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  what  the  office  wrote  on  the  subject? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  read  the  letter,  I  believe. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  write  the  letter  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  write  the  letter. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  look  at  that  letter.  Did  you  see  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Spybuck's  attorney  to  the  office  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Not  until  after  the  letter  had  been  written. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  letter.  Have  you  seen  that?  It  was 
shown  to  you,  was  it  not  [handing  witness  a  letter]  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir;  I  read  the  letter  afterwards. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  a  letter  from  Spybuck's  attorney  to  the 
office? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  read  the  letter  that  was  written  in  reply, 
did  you  not? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  read  it  three  or  four  days  after  it  was  written. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  write  it,  did  you? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  write  it? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  do  not  know  who  wrote  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  there  not  some  marks  on  it  to  show  who 
wrote  it  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  There  are  none  on  that  letter. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  is  it  signed  by  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  It  is  signed  by  Mr.  Thackery. , 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  rather  to  be  presumed  that  Mr.  Thackery 
wrote  it,  is  it  not  ?     Do  you  know  whether  he  did  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  been  heretofore  engaged  in  this  busi- 
ness of  loaning  money  to  Indians  and  taking  security  on  their  land? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  customary  to  do  that  in  the  office  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  do  not  think  it  is. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  know  it  to  be  done  before  ? 
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Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  this  contract  was  a  contract  of  purchase 
and  not  a  loan  that  you  made? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Spybuck  agi'eed  to  sell  me  his  land  when  his  patent 
was  issued. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  agreed  to  buy  it  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Provided  he  did  not  get  more  money  for  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  agreed  to  sell  it  to  you  for  $3,000,  but  reserved 
the  right  if  he  got  a  larger  offer  to  accept  that  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  pay  you  the  money  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  that  was  a  loan,  that  part  of  it,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  when  the  patent  issued  you  held  him  to  the 
contract? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  did  not  have  any  difficulty  in  holding  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  object? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  over  there  to  Tulsa  after  this  deed 
yourself? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  are  these  witnesses — Samuel  Charlie  and  R. 
E.  Lynch?  This  is  the  first  patent.  R.  E.  Lynch  and  Samuel 
Charlie.     Lynch  appears  to  be  the  notary. 

Mr.  Dickens.  Lynch  was  the  notary. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  is  Charlie? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Charlie  was  a  man  who  did  the  interpreting  to 
John's  wife. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  had  John's  wife  to  do  with  it? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Under  the  laws  of  Oklahoma  she  had  to  sign  the 
deed  with  John. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  she  signed  the  deed? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  is  an  Indian  woman,  is  she? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Does  she  talk  English? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  do  not  know  whether  she  does  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Does  Spybuck  talk  English? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  English  does  he  talk? 

Mr.  Dickens.  He  talks  English  enough  to  transact  ordinary  busi- 
ness.   I  never  had  any  trouble  in  making  him  a  loan. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  explained  this 
thing  to  them  at  all,  do  you — you  were  not  there? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  saw  it? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  was  there;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  this  deed  explained  to  Mr.  Spybuck? 
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Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  by? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  explained  it  to  him,  and  it  was  explained  in  his 
presence  to  his  wife  by  an  interpreter. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  what  the  interpreter  said,  do 
you? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  say  as  to  that.  I  do  not  speak 
Indian. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  the  second  piece,  dated  the  12th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, is  witnessed  by  D.  T.  Evans;  who  is  he? 

Mr.  Dickens.  He  is  a  notary  public. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  he  the  notary  that  took  the  acknowledgment  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  is  Roy  Lewis? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Roy  Lewis  is  an  Indian  boy. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  an  interpreter? 

Mr.  Dickens.  He  interpreted  to  John's  wife ;  we  called  him  to  wit- 
ness the  deed  and  to  interpret  it  to  John's  wife. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  can  not  say  whether  the  interpreter  made  a 
truthful  statement  to  John's  wife  about  this,  can  you  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Well,  I  do  not  talk  Shawnee. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  could  not  understand  what  he  said  to 
her  at  all? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  We  will  have  these  two  letters  put  into  the  I'ecord, 
and  both  deeds. 

The  papers  are  as  follows : 

Indian  Tkrritory,  Octohrr  M,  ftHfJ. 
Chief  Clkrk  or  Shawnee  Acjency, 

Tccumseh,  Okla. 

Dear  Sib:  I  am  represent  in  jr  John  Spybnck  and  wife,  who  will  shortly  hrini? 
suit  to  recover  the  i^ssession  of,  and  set  aside  some  prettmded  deinis  and  mort- 
gage upon  the  following-described  property :  N.  i  of  SW.  i  of  sec.  21,  T.  10  N., 
R.  3  E..  Olilahoma  Territory,  containing  SO  acres.  As  you  are  aware,  this  is 
the  allotment  of  John  Spybnck,  and  he  never  received  the  patent  for  the  same 
until  along  about  the  middle  of  September,  which  patent  you  have,  I  supjwse, 
now  in  your  iwssession. 

There  has  been  fraud  and  undue  influence  to  get  these  pretended  deeds  from 
John  Spybuck  and  wife.  In  the  first  place  John  Si)ybuck  and  wife  could  not 
sell  this  land  legallj'.  and  in  the  next  place  they  never  did  sell  it  legally,  and 
have  never  received  the  consideration  for  it  as  shown  in  the  deed,  and  such 
consideration  is  entirely  inadequate  for  this  land,  even  though  it  had  been  re- 
ceived, which  the  party  pretending  to  buy  the  land  knew  beyond  all  question. 

William  S.  Search.  I  am  informed  and  believe,  is  not  a  party  in  interest,  btit 
Is  a  figurehead  used  to  take  the  title  on  behalf  of  parties  who  do  not  appear 
in  the  deed. 

I  have  i>een  in  correspondence  with  the  Department  concerning  the  right  of 
Iiersons  in  the  Indian  Service  to  purchase  land  allotted  to  Indians,  and  I  am 
informed  by  the  Department  that  it  is  not. allowed,  and  is  treated  with  most 
decided  disfavor.  From  the  fact  that  you  have  loaned  money  to  Spybuck  on 
several  occasions  and  have  been  very  Instrumental  in  securing  these  deeds,  and 
I  am  Informed  are  the  real  party  in  interest  in  the  deeds,  I  have  taken  the 
matter  up  with  the  Department  as  to  whether  or  not  you  are  allowetl  to  deal 
in  Indian  land  of  this  character.  I  am  informetl  that  you  are  not,  and  that 
such  conduct  on  your  part  is  treated  with  d(»cide<l  disfavor.     I  will  state  to  you 

18929— vol  2—07 16 


942  AFFAIRS   OF   THE    MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

frankly  that  I  have  not  mentioneii  your  uanie  to  the  Department  or  anj'one 
else,  but  I  now  write  you  to  say  that  I  i)roi)ose  to  go  Into  thlB  transaction  to 
the  bottom  and  recover  this  land  for  Spj'buck,  and  If  in  doing  so  you  are 
brought  into  the  discussion  in  an  unfriendly  way  it  w^ill  not  be  my  fault.  I 
would  much  prefer  to  have  this  matter  adjusted  amicably,  but  this  action  will 
be  brought  at  once  and  the  whole  matter  re|)orted  to  the  Department,  and 
your  connec^tion  with  the  same,  unU»ss  it  can  be  settled  without  delay. 
I  would  like  to  hear  from  you  in  this  matter. 

Yours,  truly;  . 


Department  of  the  Intebior, 
United  States  Indian  Service, 

W  S.  Indian  Agency, 
Sfiaicnrc,  ()kUt„  Xovcmher  7,  J907. 

Mr.  E.  Kobitaille, 

Tulsa,  Ind,  T, 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  31st  of  October,  11)07,  addressed  to  the  "  Chief 
Clerk  of  Shawnee  Agency,  Tecumseh,  Okla.,"  was  forwarded  from  Tecumseh  to 
Shawnee,  where  all  of  the  mail  for  this  office  is  received.  In  the  absence  of  the 
chief  clerk,  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Alford,  the  letter  was  opened  by  me  because  of  its 
being  addressed  to  the  *'  chief  clerk,"  it  being  presumed  that  it  had  to  do  with 
official  business. 

The  matter  of  the  purchase  of  the  John  Spybuck  allotment  by  an  employee 
of  this  agency  had  heretofore  been  called  to  my  attention  and  the  case  has 
been  fully  reported  to  the  Department  by  me.  I  regret  very  much  that  any 
employee  from  this  office  should  have  subjected  the  office  to  unfavorable  critl- 
•  cism.  However,  from  a  careful  investigation  of  the  affair,  I  have  not  found 
where  any  fraud  was  perpetrated,  and  am  convhicetl  that  Mr.  Spybuck  fully 
understood  that  he  was  selling  his  land  and  was  stitisfied  with  the  price  he  was 
to  receive  until  he  was  persuaded  to  employ  an  attorney  by  other  parties  desir- 
ing to  buy  the  same  land.  I  find  checks  and  other  i>osltlve  evidence  to  show 
that  Spybuck  has  received  the  sum  of  $3,235  for  the  laud,  $2,300  of  this 
amount  being  still  In  the  Bank  of  Commerce  at  this  place  to  his  credit.  Mr. 
Si)ybuck  was  given  a  certificate  of  deiK)sit  for  this  latter  amount  and  can  get 
the  money  whenever  he  calls  for  it.  This  whole  affair  happened  during  my 
absence  from  the  agency  and  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Spybuck's  patent 
had  been  delivered  to  him  until  I  received  your  letter.  I  have  to-day  mailed  it 
to  the  First  National  Bank  <jf  Tulsa  for  proper  delivery  to  Spybuck  ui)on  his 
signing  the  usual  receipts  for  the  same.  I  notice  that  you  say  In  concluding 
your  letter: 

"  I  proiwse  to  go  into  this  transaction  to  the  bottom  and  recover  this  land  for 
Spybuck,  and  if  in  doing  so  you  are  brought  into  the  discussion  in  an  unfriendly 
way  it  will  not  be  my  fault.  I  would  much  prefer  to  have  this  matter  adjusted 
amicably,  but  this  action  will  be  brought  at  once,  and  the  whole  matter  re- 
IX)rteti  to  the  Department,  and  your  connection  with  the  same,  unless  it  can  be 
settled  without  delay." 

From  the  above  I  draw  the  inference  that,  no  matter  how  wrong  an  employee 
at  this  office  may  have  been  acting,  you  are  willing  to  keep  the  whole  matter  from 
the  Department  and  the  courts  If  he  will  settle  the  matter  with  you.  This  would 
seem  to  mean  that  If  he  would  confess  his  guilt  and  pay  for  it  j'ou  would  let 
him  off.  He  insists  to  me,  with  apparent  truthfulness  which  he  substantiates 
with  numerous  witnesses,  that  he  has  committed  no  fraud  or  wrong  against 
anybody,  but  that  he  merely  acted  indiscreetly  in  buying  Indian  land,  being  an 
employee  of  an  Indian  agency  at  the  time.  Certainly  if  it  can  be  shown  that 
he  has  committed  any  wrong  against  the  Indian  Spybuck,  I  will  not  defend 
him  in  it  but  will  assist  Spybuck  in  every  way  possible,  but  he  denies  this 
emphatically  and  there  Is  nothing  left  for  you  to  do  but  to  bring  the  action  you 
contemplate  and  report  the  case  fully  to  the  Department  if  you  so  desire.  There 
are  tAvo  of  the  employees  at  this  agency  who  were  interested  in  the  purchase  of 
this  land  and  tliey  have  both  been  here  for  many  years,  during  all  of  which  time 
their  records  have  been  excellent;  however,  if  you  can  show  wherein  thej'  have 
l>een  more  than  indiscreet  In  this  matter  I  shall  be  pleased  to  report  the  matter 
to  the  Department,  further,  with  appropriate  recommendations. 
Very  resi>ectfully, 

Frank  A.  Thackery, 
Superintendent  and  Special  Disbursing  Agent. 
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Warranty  Deed. 

deed  of  cay-so-waii,  ob  john  8pyblxk,  an  absentee  shawnee  indian,  and 
alice  spybuck.  husband  and  wife. 

Description  of  land  in  deed :    North  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section 
twenty-two  in  township  ten,  north  of  range  three,  east  of  the  Indian  meridian, 
Oklahoma  Territory,  containing  eighty  acres.    Consideration  of  deed,  $3,000. 
Signed  and  delivered  September  4,  1907. 
Deed  made  William  S.  Search. 

(Signed)  l'AY-80-wAH  (his  x  mark),    or  John  Spybuck. 

Witnesses : 

Samuel  Charley. 

R.  B.  Lynch.  , 

Cay-so-wah,  or  John    Spybuck,   and  Alice   Spybuck,  husband  and  wife,   to 
William  S.  Search ;  amount  three  thousand  dollars.    Description  of  land :  N.  ^ 
of  SW.  i  of  sec.  22,  township  10,  north  of  range  8,  east  of  the  Indian  meridian, 
Oklahoma  Territory,  containing  eighty  acres. 
Deed  dated   September  12,   1907. 

(Signed)  Cay-so-wah,   or  John   Spybuck    (his  mark),     [l.   s.] 

Alice  Spybuck  (her  x  mark),     [l.  s.] 
Witnesses  to  both  names  and  marks: 
T.  D.  Evans. 
Roy  Lewis. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Spybuck  had  his  restrictions  removed,  did 
he  not? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  By  the  Department? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  When  did  the  recommendation  go  from  the  De- 
partment at  Washington  indorsing  his  application? 

Mr.  Dickens.  It  went  from  this  office  to  the  Department. 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  your  office  here? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  do  not  remember;  it  was  some  couple  of  months 
prior  to  issuing  the  patent. 

The  Chairman.  When  you  made  the  contract  you  knew  it  had 
been  recommended — ^you  knew  that  Mr.  Thackery  had  recommended 
that  his  restrictions  be  removed? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  do  not  remember  about  that. 

The  Chairman.  Would  you  have  taken  a  mortgage  on  a  piece  of 
property  of  that  kind? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  did  not  take  the  mortgage. 

The  Chairman.  Would  you  have  loaned  money  on  a  piece  of  prop- 
erW  like  that? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  did  not  loan  money  on  the  property. 

The  Chairman.  WTien  did  you  firet  find  out  that  the  restrictions 
had  been  removed.  You  certeinly  knew  that  before  you  took  the 
deed,  did  you  not?  You  knew  that  a  patent  could  not  issue  until 
that  happened,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  can  hardly  answer  that  question. 

The  Chairman.  You  know  that  an  Indian's  restriction  prevents 
him  from  making  a  deed ;  the  removal  of  the  restrictions  was  required, 
was  it  not,  before  he  could  make  a  valid  deed  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  knew  also  that  these  restrictions  would  not 
be  removed  unless  the  a^nt  recommended  it,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  You  knew  it  had  been  done,  then,  did  you  not? 
Would  you  have  made  a  contract  with  him  if  that  had  not  been  done? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  did  not  make  any  contract  with  Mr.  Spybuck. 

The  Chairman.  You  say  you  bought  his  land? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir;  I  bought  me  land  after  the  patent  had  is- 
suedj  but  I  did  not  make  any  contract  with  Mr.  Spybuck  other  than 
if  he  did  not  sell  it  I  would  take  it. 

The  Chairman.  When  you  made  the  contract  with  him  in  August 
that  you  spoke  of,  the  patent  had  not  been  issued,  had  it;  have  you 
got  the  patent  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  seen  the  patent  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  the  date  of  the  patent? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  do  not  remember  the  date,  September  sometime. 

The  Chairman.  It  was  issued  before  the  12th  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  do  not  know  when? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  think  it  was  issued  before  you  made  the 
contract  with  him  in  August? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  did  not  make  any  contract;  I  do  not  want  to  be 
understood  as  having  made  a  contract  with  Mr.  Spybuck. 

The  Chairman.  Not  since  Senator  Curtis  told  you  it  would  not 
be  a  valid  contract,  you  do  not  want  it  to  be  so  understood  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  do  not  understand  that. 

The  Chairman.  You  stated  most  emphatically  that  you  made  a 
contract  to  purchase  his  land? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir;  I  made  no  contract  with  Mr.  Spybuck  for 
his  land.  I  told  him  I  would  give  him  so  much  for  his  land  if  he 
wanted  to  take  it,  and  if  he  got  a  higher  bid  for  his  land  to  come 
and  tell  me  about  it.  That  was  the  agreement  I  have  not  seen  Mr. 
Spybuck  but  two  or  three  minutes  since  I  took  the  deed  froni  him. 

The  Chairman.  You  stated  it  very  positively,  and  I  think  you 
would  have  adhered  to  that  if  you  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
change,  but  I  will  let  the  record  show. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  first  time  you  talked  with  Spvbuck  in  August, 
was  it  further  stated  that  if  he  got  a  higher  price  for  the  land  when 
the  patent  came  that  he  would  sell  it  for  the  highest  price  to  some- 
one else  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  money  did  you  advance  him  before  the 
deed  was  made? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  think  about  $400  or  $500. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  the  further  understanding  that  in  the  event 
he  could  secure  a  higher  price  for  his  land  when  his  patent  came, 
that  he  would  sell  it  to  another  and  reimburse  you  what  you  had 
advanced  him? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  understanding. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  at  the  time  you  took  this  first  deed  you  had 
been  informed  by  some  one  that  the  patent  had  issued  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  erroneous,  was  it  not — the  patent  had  not 
issued  ? 
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Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir;  it  had  not  issued. 

Mr.  Embrt.  And  after  ascertaining  that  mistake  you  took  the  sec- 
ond deed? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  why  you  at  the  time  delivered  this  certifi- 
cate of  deposit  to  Spybuck? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Mr.  Lynch  and  Mr.  Charlie  were  with  him.  Samuel 
Charlie,  I  believe  is  his  name. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  the  time  he  executed  the  first  or  the  second- 
deed? 

Mr.  Dickens.  It  was  when  he  executed  the  first  deed. 

The  Chairman.  I  wish  you  would  state  again  who  informed  you 
that  the  patent  had  issued. 

Mr.  Dickens.  Mr.  Brogden. 

The  Chairman.  Who  is  he? 

Mr.  Dickens.  He  is  a  man  here  in  Shawnee. 

The  Chairman.  \Miat  is  his  business? 

Mr.  Dickens.  He  is  employed  by  Mr.  Graham. 

The  Chairman.  That  does  not  tell  what  his  business  is. 

Mr.  Dickens.  He  is  employed  as  a  clerk. 

The  Chairman.  In  the  store  over  here? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  He  is  not  employed  by  the  Government,  is  he? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir. 
'Mr.  Embry.  Does  John  Spybuck  talk  English? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  deed  was  explained  to  him  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  it  was  explained  through  an  interpreter  to  his 
wife,  you  say? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  deliver  that  certificate  of  deposit  to  him — 
that  certified  certificate? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  where  that  is  now  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  When  I  took  the  second  deed 
Mr.  Spybuck  told  me  that  he  had  it  at  home. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  did  you  sell  this  land  for? 

Mr.  Dickens.  $a,400. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  did  it  cost  you  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  It  cost  me  $:3,225  actual  money  that  I  had  paid 
Spybuck. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  part  of  that  money  was  advanced  to  him  some- 
time ago? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  is  this  allotment  located  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  About  4  miles  west  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  old  a  man  is  Spybuck  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  judge  he  is  about  40  or  45. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  educated  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  ever  been  to  school  or 
not;  he  speaks  English  and  seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  advanced 
Indians  in  that  tribe.  He  is  considered  able  to  transact  his  own 
business. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Where  does  he  live? 

Mr.  Dickens.  He  lives  at  Sperry,  Lid.  T.;  I  think  that  is  his  post- 
office. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  his  business,  if  vou  know? 

Mr.  Dici^NS.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know;  he  is  a  farmer.    He  lives  on 
his  farm  with  his  wife. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  he  a  farm  over  there  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  understand  that  his  wife  has  an  allotment  there. 
^     Mr.  Embry.  And  his  allotment  is  here  with  the  Absentee  Shaw- 
nees? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  was  an  80-acre  allotment,  was  it? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  is  the  character  of  the  land? 

Mr.  Dickens.  The  most  of  it  is  verj-  good  bottom  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  is  it  from  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Dickens.  About  31  or  4  miles. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  what  direction? 

Mr.  Dickens.  West 

Mr.  Embry.  ^\Tiat  improvements  are  there  on  it? 

Mr.  Dickens.  It  is  under  cultivation;  it  is  land  that  can  be  culti- 
vated. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  of  it  is  under  cultivation? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Nearly  60  acrei^i,  I  should  judge. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^\Tiat  is  the  condition  of  the  remaining  portion  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  There  are  about  20  acres  of  waste  land  on  the  80. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  consider  it  waste;  for  what  reason? 

Mr.  Dickens.  It  is  subject  to  overflow. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  there  any  house  on  it  or  other  improvements? 

Mr.  Dickens.  There  is  an  old  shed  on  it,  of  no  value  whatever,  and 
a  house. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  there  any  fencing? 

Mr.  Dickens.  I  believe  it  is  unoer  fence.    I  do  not  know  whether 
the  fence  belongs  to  Spybuck  or  not. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  say  there  was  a  fence  on  it? 

Mr.  Dickens.  It  is  inclosed  with  a  fence  on  the  west  and  north 
and  south.    I  do  not  know  about  the  east  end  of  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  said  he  was  a  Shawnee  Indian? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Who  is  Mr.  Rose,  to  whom  this  deed  was  made 
by  Mr.  Search? 

Mr.  Dickens.  He  is  a  banker. 

The  Chairman.  Is  he  not  a  partner  of  Mr.  Search? 

Mr.  Dickens.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

The  Chairman.  Was  he  not  formerly  ? 

Mr.  Dickens.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

HARRY  MEADE,  having  been   first  duly  sworn,  testified   as 
follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  business? 
Mr.  Meade.  I  am  in  the  hardware  business. 
Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 
Mr.  Meade.  At  Shawnee. 
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Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  here? 

Mr.  Meade.  Ten  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  been  in  the  hardware  business  all  that 
time? 

Mr.  Meade.  Practically,  with  the  exception  of  about  eighteen 
months,  when  I  was  in  the  banking  business. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  of  the  band  of  Kickapoo  Indians 
known  as  Kicking  Kickapoos,  or  Mexican  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  know  of  them;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  if  while  you  were  here  you  had  any  busi- 
ness transactions  with  them. 

Mr.  Meade.  I  have  at  various  times,  in  the  store,  sold  them  goods, 
a  few  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  portion  of  them 
going  to  Mexico  since  you  have  been  here  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  know  of  their  going. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^Vhen  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  could  not  tell  you — off  and  on. 

Senator  Curtis.  Eight  or  ten  years  ago  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  No,  sir;  it  has  been  within  the  last  two  years,  I  judge. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  heard  from  the  Indians  themselves,  or 
anvone  else,  wliv  they  went  to  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  1  have  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Meade.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  known  him  for  ten  years,  I  think. 
.  Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  talk  wuth  him  about  the  Indians 
going  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Meade.  If  so,  it  has  only  been  in  passing.  In  fact,  I  think 
the  most  I  ever  talked  with  him  has  been  in  the  last  two  or  three 
days  and  just  a  remark  was  made,  but  I  do  not  think  that  was  about 
them. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  before  that. 

Mr.  Meade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  him  say  he  was  going  to  take  them 
to  Meidco  for  the  purpose  of  getting  land  for  them  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  any  of  the  Indians  stated  to  you  why  they 
were  going  to  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  No,  sir;  they  have  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  about  these  land  transactions? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  know  of  them  in  a  general  way. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  down  there  at  all  in  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Me^vde.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  in  Texas? 

Mr.  Meade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  know  about  them  in  a  general  way  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  tell  you  frankly  when  the  thing  came  up  I  was  like 
everybody  else;  I  heard  the  Indians  were  sellmg  their  land  in  old 
Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  wanted  a  piece  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  It  sounded  interesting,  and  I  commenced  to  ask  ques- 
tions. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  who  you  talked  to  and  all  about  it. 
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Mr.  Meade.  I  talked  to  Benson. 

Senator  Curtis.  A^Tiat  conversation  did  you  have  with  him? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  think  I  went  to  Benson  and  asked  him  what  kind  of 
land  they  had  and  what  kind  of  a  deal  they  were  getting  from  the 
Indians;  in  other  words,  how  to  get  in. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^\Tiat  did  he  say  ? 

Hr.  Meade.  I  do  not  remember  exactly;  I  do  not  think  I  could 
quote  the  conversation,  but  Mr.  Chapman  and  they  had  some  friends 
and  they  .were  down  there  buying  Kickapoo  Indian  lands.  It  was 
said  that  the  bill  had  passed  Congress,  and  I  think  more  than  likely 
I  asked  him  about  the  deal,  and  I  remember  the  discussion  of  the 
(question  of  whether  the  title  would  be  good  or  not,  and  he  thought 
it  would  be.    I  guess  I  was  afraid. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  get  in,  anyhow  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  did  not  get  in ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  offer  to  let  you  put  up  some  money? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  think  a  little  later;  I  perhaps  kept  asking  him  (ques- 
tions until  he  finally  extended  me  an  invitation  m  which  he  said  I 
could  get  in  if  I  wanted  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  To  what  extent  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  To  the  extent  that  if  I  would  put  some  money  in  he 
would  take  an  interest  with  me. 

Senator  Curtis,  How  many  thousand  dollars? 

Mr.  Meade.  My  recollection  is  that  he  suggested  I  should  put  in 
seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  he  say  would  do  the  business  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  positively  coul(i  not  tell  you,  because  1  do  not 
remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  did  not  mention  any  name? 

Mr.  Meade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  understanding  with  him  as  to 
who  was  reprasenting  him  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  tell  yf)U  who  was  on  the  ground  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  In  a  general  way,  I  understood  Mr.  Chapman,  Mr. 
Grimes,  and  Al.  Brown ;  in  fact,  I  think  that  most  of  us  around  here 
knew  there  were  quite  a  few  down  there.  Russell  Johnson  perhaps 
was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  the  poor  young  man  who  died  a  few" 
days  ago  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  talk  with  Johnson  about  the  matter 
when  he  came  back  ? 

Mr.  Me^\de.  No,  sir. 

Senator* Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  any  other  man  about 
going  down  there? 

Mr.  Meade.  No,  sir;  I  never  discussed  the  matter  with  anyone, 
except  Mr.   Benson. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  ever  invited  by  Mr.  Bentley  to  go 
down? 

Mr.  Meade.  No,  sir:  I  never  talked  Kickapoo  land  to  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  you  were  so  anxious  to  get  in  this  little  deal, 
why  did  you  pot  put  up  the  money ;  what  frightened  you  off  ? 
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Mr.  Meade.  I  will  tell  you — the  conversation  I  had  with  Benson. 
I  asked  Benson  because  I  was  vice-president  of  the  bank  that  he  was 
president  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  he  president  of  it  now  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  No,  sir;  he  has  been  out  of  it  for.  over  a  year.  My 
position  as  vice-president  was  purely  honorary;  I  did  not  take  any 
active  part,  and  I  felt  free  to  ask  him  where  they  were  buying  land 
and  how  they  were  buying  it,  and  he  told  me  they  were  buying  the 
land.  He  told  me,  perhaps,  at  the  time  how  much  money  he  had 
in  it. 

Senator  Cntris.  Did  he  estimate  how  much  it  would  be? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not.  '  I  had  a  ^gen- 
eral idea  they  were  paying  something  like  $800  or  $1,000  an  80 
for  it. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  have  any  idea  about  what  that  land  was 
worth  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  Some  of  it  was  very  good  and  some  of  it  not  so  good. 
I  do  not  know  that  T  have  ever  seen  but  a  few  pieces  of  it. 

Senator  Ci'rtis.  Do  you  know  this  tract  that  lies  out  here  close  to 
the  town  on  the  west  i 

Mr.  Meade.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  about  where  that  is. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  that  piece  of  land  worth  that  has  a  clear 
title? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  have  always  been  a  bear;  I  have  not  the  exalted 
ideas  that  some  have.  I  would  judge  that  land  to  be  worth  $r)0  an 
acre. 

Senator  Curtis.  Tt  is  worth,  at  least,  $4,000,  is  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  There  is  a  piece  that  I  have  reference  to  that  lies  close 
to  town,  where  the  value  would  be  enhanced  from  the  fact  of  its 
proximity  to  the  town. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  how  much  they  gave  for  that  ? 

Afr.  Meade.  No,  sir:  let  me  finish. 

Senator  Curtis.  Very  well;  go  ahead. 

Mr.  Meade.  I  asked  Mr.  Benson  about  the  land,  and  he  told  me 
they  would  buy  it,  but  said  he  was  about  out  of  money;  that  is,  he 
had  about  all  he  wanted  of  it ;  that  is,  "  all  in,"  to  use  the  expres- 
sion, and  I  could  get  in  if  I  wanted  to,  and  if  I  would  put  up  $7,000 
or  $8,000  he  would  take  an  interest  in  it,  and  I  took  it  under  advise- 
ment. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  he  propose  that  you  should  put  up  the  $7,000 
or  $8,000  and  divide  with  the  other  people? 

Mr.  Meade.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  would  put  up  their  experience  against  your 
money  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  Yes,  sir;  in  fact,  the  profit  would  be  cut  up,  and  there 
was  a  question  of  how  much  would  be  made,  and  I  did  not  care  to 
do  it. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  You  are  glad  you  did  not  get  into  it,  are  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  am  tickled  to  death.  Senator;  I  have  been  glad  ever 
since. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  tract  of  land,  the  value  of  which  you  are  certify- 
ing to,  where  is  that  ? 
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Mr  Meade.  My  understanding  is  that  it  is  right  out  here,  the  other 
side  of  a  dairy. 

Mr.  Bentlky.  It  is  near  Bradley's. 

Mr.  Meade.  Yes,  sir;  right  in  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  from  town? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  judge  a  mile  from  the  Kirst  property  on  Broadway. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  Ten  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  known  him  during  the  time  he  was  Indian 
agent  here  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  known  him  since  that  time? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  have  known  him  all  the  time;  yes,  sir;  since  then.  I 
have  not  seen  Mr.  Bentley  as  much  in  the  last  few  years  as  I  used  to 
see  him  w^hen  he  was  agent. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^\Tiat  do  you  know  of  Mr.  Bentley 's  character  and  rep- 
utation. 

Mr.  Meade.  When  he  was  agent  I  was  in  the  implement  business — 
hardware  and  implement  business — and  he  bought  a  great  many  goods 
from  us.  I  have  come  in  contact  with  him  there;  my  acquaintance 
with  him  was  there  while  I  was  in  the  hardware  and  implement  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  had  acquaintance  with  him  since? 

Mr.  Meade.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  do  you  know  of  his  general  methods  and  repu- 
tation and  character? 

Mr.  Meade.  All  I  know  is  my  own  business  relations  with  him,  and 
they  were  eminently  satisfactory,  and  I  have  known  nothing  since  in 
any  other  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  known  his  reputation  since  then  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  Mr.  Bentley  here  and  know  of  him  be- 
ing around  here  and  living  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  can  you  say  with  respect  to  that? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  can  say  nothing  against  it.  Of  course  you  under- 
stand this  has  been  a  great  country.  I  am  only  passing  my  opinion 
on  my  own  knowledge. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  his  reputation,  what  have  you  to  say  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  know  nothing  against  his  reputation. 

Mr.  Embry.  Reputation  is  based  on  what  the  people  in  the  com- 
munity generally  say  about  you.  ^Vhat  do  you  say  as  to  that  general 
reputation  ? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  may  have  heard  somebody  say  something  against  Mr. 
Bentley  and  other  people  say  something  for  him.  I  could  not  go  on 
record  as  saying  that  I  know  anything  derogatory. 

Mr.  Embry.  A  man's  reputation  does  not  call  for  what  a  witness 
actuallv  knows  about  the  man,  but  what  he  knows  as  to  what  people 
generally  say  about  him.  That  is  what  I  am  asking  you  for.  What 
is  his  general  reputation  in  this  community  ?     Is  it  good  or  bad  ? 

The  Chairman.  This  is  your  witness  on  that  proposition;  we  did 
not  call  him. 

Mr.  Meade.  Well,  I  could  not  say  that  it  was  bad. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  think  that  is  fair. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  you  to  look  at  this  record  [handing  the  wit- 
ness a  paper]. 
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Mr.  Meade  (after  examining).  I  still  believe  that,  Mr.  Embry. 

Mr.  Embrt.  I  do  not  see  the  impropriety  in  examining  all  this. 

Mr.  Meade.  My  experience  with  Mr.  Bentley  while  he  was  a^nt, 
as  I  said  before,  was  eminently  satisfactory.  Mr.  Bentley's  business 
relations  with  me  were  satisfactory.  Now,  I  never  had  any  trouble 
with  him,  nor  had  any  cause  for  any  trouble.  I  do  remember — I  am 
not  doing  this  in  eulogy  of  Mr.  Bentley,  but  I  want  to  explain  why  I 
signed  that  paper.  It  was  during  the  time  that  he  was  agent  that  he 
bought  them  mules  or  wagons  and  started  them  to  fanning.  It  was 
my  understanding  and  imprevssion  at  that  time — who  the  agent  was 
before  that  I  do  not  know ;  he  was  the  first  agent  I  knew  of  the  Kicka- 
poos,  and  I  must  say  that  during  that  time,  as  far  as  I  know  and  had 
anj  ability  to  judge,  the  Indians  thought  a  good  deal  of  him,  and  I 
think  that  is  about  what  is  expressed  in  that  letter.  I  could  not  say 
anything  else  than  that  conscientiously  or  hone.stly  because  I  do  not 
know  anything  else.  I  do  not  know  that  I,  personally,  have  ever  had 
any  trouble  with  Mr.  Bentley^-I  never  did. 

Senator  CrRxis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  committee  about  his 
taking  care  of  the  Indans  when  they  had  the  smallpox. 

Mr.  Meade.  I  met  Mr.  Bentley  years  ago  on  the  Itock  Is^land  train ; 
it  was  when  the  first  smallpox  scare  came  up  here.  Is  that  what  you 
mean? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 
•  Mr.  Meade.  Mr.  Bentley  got  on  the  train  with  a  blanket  under  his 
arm  and  said  he  was  going  down  to  Mcljeod  or  Harrah  to  look  after 
the  Kickapoos,  and  the  question  was  asked  if  he  understood  they  had 
the  smallpox. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  not  running  away  from  them,  was  he? 

Mr.  Meade.  No,  sir;  he  was  going  down  to  them.  The  reason  I 
remember  that  is  because  at  that  time  the  smallpox  had  broken  out 
here,  and  we  were  all  very  much  alarmed  and  stirred  up  about  it  and 
we  discussed  it.  I  think  we  were  going  over  to  Oklahoma  City.  We 
spoke  about  his  going  down  among  the  Indians.  We  understood  at 
that  time  that  the  agent  did  the  same  thing  at  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Agency.  It  was  especially  noticeable  because  we  all  felt  alarmed 
alx>ut  the  smallpox. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  read  from  this  letter  which  you  signed 
in  connection  with  others.  This  is  what  you  say  in  a  letter  dated  at 
Shawnee,  Okla.,  February  13,  1902 :  "  Mr.  Bentley's  administration 
has  been  satisfactory  to  the*  honest  white  people  of  this  Territory 
and,  we  believe,  to  the  Indians.  It  has  long  been  a  matter  of  public 
comment  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  the  most  diligent,  honest,  and  efficient 
agent,  and  that  his  administration  had  been  a  succeas,  and  that  the 
Indians  under  his  charge  were  rapidly  becoming  civilized,  self- 
supporting,  clean,  decent,  and  reputable  citizens,  and  we  welcome 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  you  the  high  esteem  in  which  we 
hold  Mr.  Bentley  as  a  moral,  honcvst,  reputable  citizen."  You  signed 
that,  did  you? 

Mr.  Meade  (after  examining  paper).  It  seems  that  my  name  is 
there;  I  have  no  recollection  oi  signing  it,  but  I  would  not  say  that 
I  did  not.  This  is  dated  February  13,  1902.  If  you  will  notice,  a 
good  many  of  us  signed  at  that  time. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  paper  signed  by  what  were  then  repre- 
sentative business  men  in  this  community  ? 
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Mr.  Meade.  Yes,  sir;  J.  H.  Maxey  was  a  prominent  citizen  here, 
and  Willard  Johnston  is  a  prominent  citizen,  C.  J.  Benson  and  F.  B. 
Eeed;  thej^  are  all  prominent  people.  Their  names  sound  pretty 
good,  leaving  out  my  own. 

The  Chairman.  You  were  considered  rather  reputable,  were  you 
not? 

Mr.  Meade.  I  would  pass  with  the  rest  of  them. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

H.  T.  DOUGLAS,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Douglas.  Shawnee. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? 

Mr.  Douglas.  About  eight  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^Vhat  is  your  business? 

Mr.  Douglas.  I  am  in  the  banking  business;  I  am  with  the  Shaw- 
nee National  Bank. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  connected  with  that 
bank? 

Mr.  Douglas.  Eight  or  nine  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  to  the  committee  if  you  know  that  band  of 
Indians  known  as  the  Kicking  Kickapoos,  or  Mexican  Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Douglas.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  do.  I  know  the  Jndians  here 
that  we  call  the  Kickapoos,  situated  west  of  the  town.  " 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  acquainted  with  many  of  the  members 
of  the  tribe? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir;  not  more  than  two  or  three  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  of  them  going 
to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  anything  about  their  going? 

Mr.  Douglas.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  you  hear  it  from? 

Mr.  Doi  glas.  I  could  not  say ;  it  was  talked  of  on  the  street. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  talk  to  Mr.  Bentley  about  their  go- 
ing to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  3^ou  ever  talk  with  any  of  the  Indians  about 
their  going  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  ever  suggested  to  you  by  Mr.  Bentley  or 
anybodv  else  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  inducing  them  to  go  to  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.  Not  directly ;  I  have  heard  that  rumored. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  who  you  heard  speak  of  it? 

Mr.  Douglas.  T  could  not  say. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  that? 

Mr.  Douglas.  Probably  a  year  or  two  ago — ^between  one  and  two 
years  ago. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  at  the  same  time  that  some  other 
gentleman  was  tiying  to  get  Indians  to  go  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Douglas.   Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  they  ? 
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Mr.  Douglas.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Brown  mentioned  and  Mr.  Grimes; 
I  do  not  know  of  anyone  else. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  interested  directly  or  indirectly  with 
any  of  the  parties  who  went  to  Mexico  to  buy  this  land  ? 

ifr .  Douglas.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  any  of  the  parties  connected  with  your  bank  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.  .No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  approached  by  anyone  to  buy  this  Kick- 
apoo  lajid  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.  I  was  approached  on  one  occasion  by  Mr.  Garrett 
and  asked  to  make  a  loan  or  furnish  money  to  buy  land  of  the  Kicka- 
poo  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  Mr.  John  Garrett  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  loan  him  any  money  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  it? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say  to  you  about  buying  land  down 
there? 

Mr..  Douglas.  He  said  it  was  probable  that  we  could  make  some 
money  out  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  tell  you  how  cheaply  it  could  be  pur- 
chased? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  did  not  appeal  to  you,  did  it  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir;  the  conyersation  did  not  go  that  far. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Mr.  Benson  and 
these  other  gentlemen  being  in  it  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir ;  except  from  hearsay. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  eyer  talk  to  any  of  them  after  they  came 
back? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  any  of  them  talk  about  what  they 
had  done  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  take  any  interest  in  it,  and  I  did 
not  want  any  interest  in  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  as  far  as  this  matter  is  concerned,  you  know 
nothingabout  it? 

Mr.  Douglas.  Nothing;  no,  sir — except  talk. 

The  Chairman.  Your  bank  has  neyer  done  any  business  in  the 
matter  of  buying  this  Indian  land,  has  it? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No*,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  bank  is  it? 

Mr.  Douglas.  The  Shawnee  National. 

Mr.  E3CBRT.  Haye  these  Indians  been  depositing  any  moneys  with 
you? 

Mr.  Douglas.  I  do  not  think  we  haye  any  money  deposited  by  any 
Kickapoo,  except  through  the  regular  agent,  for  several  years,  per- 
haps two  or  three. 

Sir.  Embrt.  Has  Mr.  Thackery  deposited  moneys  with  yoii  ? 

Mr.  Douglas.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  For  what  Indians? 
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Mr.  Douglas.  I  could  not  tell  you ;  I  never  tridd  to  remember  their 
names,  and  would  not  know  any  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  Mr.  Bentley  ever  had  any  business  at  your  bank 
with  regard  to  Indian  matters? 

Mr.  Douglas.  No,  sir;  not  for  a  number  of  years,  perhaps  six  or 
seven  years.  If  he  has  had  I  do  not  know  it.  I  do  not  think  he  ever 
did. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

GEORGE  F.  GRAHAM,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows  : 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiat  is  your  name  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  George  F.  Graham. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  live  across  the  river,  about  2  miles  south. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  business? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  am  a  merchant. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  what  is  known  as  an  Indian  trader  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  trade  with  the  Indians  and  also  the  whites.  I  have 
a  store  over  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  other  stores  are  there  in  that  neigh- 
borhood ? 

Mr.  Graham.  None. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  the  only  store  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
agency  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  YcvS,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  an  Indian  trader? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  think  it  has  been  five  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  the  band  of  Indians  known  as  the 
Kicking  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  their  going  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  at  any  time  go  down  to  Mexico  for  the 
purpose  of  buying  any  lands  of  them  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  you  take  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  did  not  take  anyone. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  dealings  with  Mr.  Joseph  Clark 
down  there? 

Mr.  GiLVHAM.  Mr.  Clark  and  I  talked  about  the  matter  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  buy  land  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Well,  there  were  several  buyers  down  there  and  I 
had  some  collections  to  make;  I  wanted  to  make  my  collections 
whether  I  boiiffht  any  land  or  not,  and  I  did  not  see  that  I  could 
make  them  if  1  got  mixed  up  in  the  fight  on  the  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  to  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Please  state  to  the  committee  who  you  saw  down 
there  buying  land — everybody  you  saw? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  saw  Grimes,  Johnson,  and  Brown.  I  did  not  see 
them  buying  land  either,  all  of  them.  I  saw  some  at  Eagle  Pass;  also 
Mr.  Bentley. 
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Senator  Curtis.  AMio  did  you  see  over  at  Muzquiz  ? 
Mr.  Graham.  I  saw  Mr.    Brown,   Mr.    Field,   Mr.    Bentley,  Mr. 
Grimes,  and  Mr.  Cal  Moore,  I  believe- 

Senator  CrRTis.  How  long  did  you  stay  at  Muzquiz  ? 
Mr.  Graham.  I  think  I  was  there  for  three  days  when  I  first  went 
down  and  then  I  went  back  to  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  What  other  men  from  this  country  did  you  meet 
down  there  who  were  buying  land  ? 
Mr.  Graham.  Mr.  Outcelt  and  Mr.  Thackery. 
Senator  Curtis.  Did  those  gentlemen  state  to  you  what  their  busi- 
ness was  there? 

Mr.  Graham.  They  did  not. 
Senator  Curtis.  Neither  of  them? 
Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  visit  Mr.  Outcelt's  room  while  you  were 
there? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  think  I  was  in  his  room. 
Senator  Curtis.  How  many  times? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  think  I  went  in  his  room  one  evening  and  he  and  I 
went  out  to  the  lake. 

Senator  Curtis.  Out  bv  the  Indian  camp? 
Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  it  was  the  other  way. 
Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  talk  with  him  there  about  his  business? 
Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir';  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wliat  was  the  condition  of  the  Indians  as  you  saw 
them  out  at  the  camp  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  was  in  and  out  of  the  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  whose  charge  did  you  see  the  Indians  over  at 
Eagle  Paas  while  you  were  there  and  where  were  they  kept? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  saw  some  Indians  at  Eagle  Pass;  they  were  camped 
up  in  a  wagon  yard.     They  were  not  particularly  in  anyone's  charge. 
Senator  Curtis.  Whose  camp  was  it,  Mr.  Grimes's  or  Mr.  Bentley 's 
camp? 

Mr.  Graham.  It  was  Grimes's  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  not  that  wagon  yard  known  as  Grimes's 
camp  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know  about  that;  I  know  the  Indians  were 
there. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  were  at  what  was  known  as  the  Grimes  camp. 
How  long  did  you  see  them  there? 
Mr.  Graham.  Off  and  on  for  several  days. 
Senator  Curtis.  What  was  their  condition  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know ;  I  was  up  at  the  wagon  yard  a  time  or 
two. 
Senator  Curtis.  Had  they  been  drinking  ? 
Mr.  Graham.  I  saw  some  of  them  who  had. 
Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  a  bucket  of  beer  in  there? 
Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  at  the  wagon  yard  but  once  or 
twice. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  kept  a  bucket  of 
beer  and  whisky  and  mescal  in  there  or  not  for  them  ? 
Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  you  did  see  some  in  that  yard  drinking? 
Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  they  were  down  town  drinking. 
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Senator  Curtis.  How  many  did  you  see? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  remember  Jseeing  one  or  two. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  it  that  you  saw  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  John  Snake  was  one  that  I  saw  drinking. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTio  else  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Wah-pe-ke-che. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVho  else  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  remember;  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to 
them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  Mack  Johnson  there  ? 

Mr.  (traham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  drinking  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  saw  Mack  a  time  or  two  and  thought  he  was  drink- 
ing some ;  I  would  not  swear  to  it :    I  never  saw  him  drink. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  the  Murdocks  there  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  Willie  Murdock  when  he  was  drink- 
ing. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  the  other  Murdock  there? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  drinking? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  did  not  see  him  when  he  was  drinking. 

Senator  Curtis.  Some  telegrams  passed  between  you  and  Joe  Clark, 
did  they  not  ? 

Mr.  (jRAHAM.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Joe  Clark  hire  you  to  look  out  for  some  In- 
dians ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  wire  you  to  wire  Thackery  for  numbers, 
or  to  get  numbers  from  Thackery? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  notremember  what  the  telegram  was.  He  wired 
me,  I  remember,  about  some  Indians  that  were  coming. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  wire  you  about  Pecan  and  Charlie 
White? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  buy  their  land  or  try  to  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  wrote  a  letter  to  Clark.  Do  you  know  what 
you  told  him  about  buying  land  there  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  remember  what  I  wrote.  I  told  him  when  I 
saw  him  that  I  did  not  see  any  place  that  I  could  buy. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  wired  him  to  this  effect  on  July  3,  1906 : 
"  Since  writing,  arranged  to  stay.  Bring  or  send  any  you  can  sign. 
Wire  me  prospects,  care  of  Maverick.    W  rite  me  full  details  of  land." 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  referred  there  to  somebody  being  sick.  Did 
you  refer  in  that  message  to  anybody  being  sick  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  left  out  three  words  in  this  telegram  because  I 
could  not  make  them  out.  You  do  not  remember  that  f 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  anybody  sick  there  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  tliere  was  an  attorney  very  sick  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  is  probably  the  man  you  referred  to  then  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  remember  that,  either. 
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Senator  Curtis.  There  is  some  name  here,  sick.  Then  you  say, 
""  Write  me  full  details  of  land/'  I  can  not  make  out  the  name.  Now, 
why  did  you  telegraph  after  you  sent  that  dispatch  to  Mr.  Clark  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  There  was  quite  h  fight  on  there  between  Mr.  Bent- 
ley  and  Mr.  Grimes,  and  the  Indians  came  out  with  either  one  or  the 
other  of  them,  and  I  had  money  from  Mr.  Charles  and  Mr.  Patrick  to 
buy  land  there,  and  thev  wired  me  to  do  as  I  thought  best. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  your  judgment  was  to  buy  land? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  truth  of  it  is  that  you  did  not  like  the  way  the 
Indians  were  being  treated,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  \\  ell,  I  did  not  want  to  buy  any  land,  and  I  did  not 
buy  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  Those  Indians  were  in  such  a  condition  that  you 
would  not  buy  the  land  as  a  business  proposition,  and  did  not  buyit? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  did  not  buy  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  getting  a  great  deal  of  information  from 
Washington  about  these  matters,  were  you  not? 

Mr.  Graha3i.  I  got  some. 

Senator  Curtis.  Tell  us  the  name  of  the  person  that  you  received 
messages  from,  who  signs  his  name  "  H.  Benton  "  sometimes. 

Mr.  Graham.  He  is  a  friend  of  mine  in  Washington. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  does  he  do? 

Mr.  Graham.  He  is  a  clerk,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  the  Indian  Office? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  office  is  he  in  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  He  is  in  the  office  of  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  a  kind  of  secret  code  with  him,  have  you 
not? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  we  have  no  secret  code. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  sure  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Sometimes  he  signs  his  name  N.  Benton,  and 
sometimes  W.  Benton? 

Mr.  Graham.  Probably  the  operator  makes  a  mistake. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  always  fenow  who  it  is,  do  you  «ot  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cnms.  What  understanding  have  you  with  him  that  he 
shall  keep  you  posted  about  the  issuance  of  patents,  and  so  and  so  is 
all  right,  whether  things  are  right  or  wrong? 

Mr.  Graham.  Nothing,  except  that  I  wrote  him  about  two  or  three 
patents,  to  see  if  he  could  get  me  the  information,  and  he  wmte  me 
and  told  me  that  there  was  an  attorney  there  w^ho  he  thought  would 
furnish  me  the  information. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  that  attorney  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know;  he  did  not  say. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Instead  of  the  attorney  writing  you  he  wired  you. 
The  attorney  I  suppose  furnishes  him  the  information  and  he  wired 
it  to  you? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  always  know  what  he  refere  to? 
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Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  How  many  3'ears  have  you  been  an  Indian  trader? 

Mr.  (traham.  I  have  been  a  clerk  in  an  Indian  store  up  at  the  Sac 
and  Fox. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  the  one  here. 

Mr.  Graham.  Five  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  it  that  you  first  heard  of  the  Indians 
going  to  Mexico? 

Mr,  (}raha3i.  Three  or  four  years  ago. 

Senator  Curtis.  Before  we  get  to  that,  I  want  to  know  if  any  of 
those  telegrams  you  have  received  from  Mr.  H.  Benton  or  Mr.  W. 
Benton  or  Mr.  N.  Benton  referred  to  ayiy  land  you  were  going  to  buy 
from  which  restrictions  had  been  removed  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Were  those  dispatches  usually  about  Indian  titles 
or  Indian  moneys,  or  what? 

Mr.  (iraham.  Xo,  sir;  just  after  the  patent  was  issued. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  wired  to  be  telegraphed  when  the  patent  was 
issued  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  because  you  wanted  to  buy  land  or 
wanted  to  find  out  about  the  patent  ? 

Mr.  (traham.  I  wanted  to  find  out  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Those  Indians  ran  pretty  large  accounts  over 
there,  did  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Some  of  them  did. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  What  is  the  amount  of  profit  in  your  store ;  what 
do  you  expect  to  make  off  the  Indian  accounts? 

Mr.  Graham.  Fiftj^  per  cent. 

Senator  Curtis.  Vou  do  not  mean  that  you  want  to  make  50 
per  cent,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Less  profit? 

Mr.  Graham.  Xo,  sir:  there  are  lots  of  my  accounts  that  I  do  not 
collect. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  put  50  per  cent  onto  the  fellows  that 
do  pay  ?  Do  not  the  regulations  prevent  you  from  charging  over  10 
per  cent  advance? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know  that  they  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  a  licensed  trader? 

Mr.  Graham.  Xo,  sir;  I  am  on  my  own  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  a  store  of  your  own  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  beg  your  pardon;  how  far  are  you  from  the 
reservation  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  charge  50  per  cent? 

Mr.  Graham.  On  some  things  I  do  and  on  some  I  do  not. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  your  average? 

Mr.  Graham.  Xo,  sir.' 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  those  Indians  going 
to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  do  you  know  about  them? 
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Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it,  except  they  went. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  their  having  been 
induced  to  go  by  anybody? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  particular  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Mr.  Bentley's  hav- 
ing induced  them  to  go? 

Mr.  Graham.^  Nothing  but  what  I  have  heard. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  have  you  heard  it  from  and  what  have  you 
heard  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  have  heard  it  from  different  people. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  Mr.  Bentley  say  to  you  about  it? 

Mr.  Graham.  He  did  not  say  anything  to  me  about  it. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Have  you  talked  with  the  Indians  about  it? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  have  talked  with  some  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  they  say? 

Mr.  Graham.  They  said  that  there  were  some  people  who  wanted 
them  to  go  to  Mexico ;  some  of  them  said  Mr.  Bentley  and  some  said 
Mr.  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  give  us  the  names  of  any  number  of  In- 
dians who  told  you  that  Bentley  was  trying  to  get  them  to  go  to 
Mexico;  do  you  remember  anyone  in  particular? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  I  just  heard  them  talking  around  the  store. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  told  you  that  Bentley  was  trying  to  get  them 
to  go? 

Mr.  Graham.  Different  people. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  hear  those  conversations? 

Mr.  Graham.  The  only  time  I  remember  of  having  heard  them  say 
it  was  in  my  collection  over  there  (Mr.  Bentley  and  I  had  some 
trouble  over  the  collection),  and  after  they  came  back  a  fellow  came 
to  me  and  told  me  if  it  had  not  been  that  Mr.  Bentley  tried  to  get 
him  to  go  he  would  not  have  tried  to  get  away  from  my  collection. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  went  away  from  your  collection,  did  he? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  but  he  came  back  and  paid  me. 

The  Chairman.  When  you  speak  of  collections  you  mean  there 
was  trouble  in  collecting  a  debt  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  he  told  you  when  he  got  back  that  the  reason 
he  left  was  because  Bentley  asked  him  to  go? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  the  only  Indian  you  know  of? 

Mr.  Graham.  That  was  the  only  one  we  haa  a  controversy  over. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  told  you  that  Grimes,  Chapman,  and  Brown 
were  trving  to  get  them  to  ffo? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  heard  dinerent  Indians  saying  that,  different  peo- 
ple. I  did  not  make  any  particular  inquiry.  I  asked  who,  and  they 
said  these  people. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  Grimes  and  Moore  and  Brown  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Some  said  that  Grimes  had. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  some  said  that  Brown  had,  did  they  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  Chapman? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  Cal.  Moore? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  remember  about  him. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Tony  Alexander? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  who  told  you  that  Grimes  was 
trying  to  get  them  to  go  down  there? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  this  Indian  girl,  Py-o-kah,  Millie 
Stevens? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  talk  with  her  about  it? 

Mr.  Graham.  She  told  me  that  she  had  made  Grimes  a  deed. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  she  tell  you  how  she  had  made  it? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  she  did  not  tell  me  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  she  tell  you  that  Grimes  had  tried  to  take  her 
to  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  She  said  she  intended  to  go,  but  she  changed  her 
mind ;  she  intended  to  go  to  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  told  you  she  had  made  a  deed  here,  did  she? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  she  tell  you  that  Grimes  had  bought  a  ticket 
for  her  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  She  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  she  tell  you  why  she  had  changed  her  mind  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  She  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Peah-twy-a-tuck  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Bentley  ever  come  to  you  about  him? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  that  for;  did  he  not  come  to  you  to 
make  a  loan  so  that  he  (Peah-twy-a-tuck)  could  go  to  Mexico  and 
get  his  wife  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  make  the  loan  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  would  not  be  sure;   my  books  will  show. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  stated  that  you  aim  to  make  50  per  cent 
on  the  Indians.  Do  you  want  to  make  any  explanation  in  regard 
to  that  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Well,  there  are  some  things,  like  robes  and  blankets 
and  things  of  that  kind  that  we  make  50  per  cent  on;  on  groceries 
and  meats  and  things  of  that  kind  we  do  not  make  over  20  per  cent. 
We  make  an  average  of  35  per  cent  or,  at  the  outside,  40  per  cent. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  your  intention  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  only  make  20  per  cent  on  some  things.  You 
think  that  is  pretty  small  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  On  coffee  and  sugar,  and  things  of  that  kind,  we 
aim  to  make  between  35  and  40  per  cent  all  around;  that  is,  on  an 
average.    Some  things,  like  blankets,  we  make  50  per  cent  on. 

The  Chairman.  What  other  things  do  you  include? 

Mr.  Graham.  Blankets  and  shoes. 

The  Chairman.  And  clothing? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  else  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  That  is  all. 

The  Chairman.  And  on  those  you  make  50  per  cent  ? 
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Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  your  regular  charge? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  Indians  of  the  tribe  trade  at  your  store? 

Mr.  Graham.  Some  Kickapoos  and  some  Shawnees. 

The  Chairman.  Any  others? 

Mr.  Graham.  And  some  Pottawatomies,  but  not  many. 

The  Chairman.  About  how  many  Indians  do  their  trading  at  your 
store  in  a  year?    How  many  do  you  have  on  your  books? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  could  not  tell  you  without  looking,  but  I  suppose 
possibly  75. 

The  Chairman.  You  think  you  have  75  accounts? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  not  have  more  than  that? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  I  have  100.  I  can  tell  you  in  a 
few  minutes  after  looking  at  my  books. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  your  books  here? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  can  tell  when  you  get  them,  you  mean  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  from  75  to  100.  It  would  not  run 
over  that. 

The  Chairman.  Wlmt  amount  of  business  do  vou  do  in  your  store? 

Mr.  Graham.  Probably  $10,000  or  $12,000  a  year. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  loan  money  to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Graham.  Sometimes;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  WTiat  security  do  you  t^ke? 

Mr.  Graham.  Sometimes  I  do  not  have  any.^  AATiere  they  have 
security  I  sometimes  take  mortgjiges. 

The  Chairman.  WTiat  on  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  On  the  stock  that  they  have. 

The  Chairman.  WTiat  interest  do  you  charge? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  charge  them  different  rates.  Sometimes,  if  they 
just  borrow  $5  for  a  month,  I  charge  them  50  cents  a  month  where  it 
only  runs  for  a  week  or  two.  ^\liere  it  runs  longer  I  do  not  charge 
them  so  much  a  month. 

The  Chairman.  You  charge  them  50  cents  for  a  month?  Do  they 
borrow  $200  or  $800  sometimes? 

Mr.  Graham.  No.  sir. 

The  Chairman.  About  what  is  the  largest  amount  that  they 
borrow  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  From  $25  tx)  $50.     I  have  loaned  that  much. 

The  Chairman.  Then  when  they  borrow  it  for  a  longer  time  you 
do  not  charge  them  so  much,  you  say? 

Mr.  Graham.  Xo,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Just  give  us  about  what  you  charge. 

Mr.  Graham.  It  depends  upon  the  length  of  time  that  he  borrows 
it  for. 

The  Chairman.  Suppose  he  borrows  it  for  a  month  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  If  he  borrows  $25  for  a  month,  we  usually  charge 
him  $2.50  interest. 

The  Chairman.  If  he  borrows  $25  for  five  months,  what  do  you 
charge  him? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  charge  him  about  $7.50  interest,  making  it  $32.50. 

The  Chairman.  Suppose  it  was  a  year,  what  do  you  charge  ? 
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Mr.  Graham.  It  is  just  the  same;  whatever  I  tell  them  it  is  going 
to  be  it  is  that  amount,  wheftier  it  runs  five  years.  If  he  does  not 
pay  it  at  the  given  time,  it  is  just  the  same  when  he  comes  to  pay  it. 

The  Chairman.  ^Yho  do  you  depend  upon  getting  your  money 
from? 

Mr.  Graham.  From  the  Indians. 

The  Chairman.  Are  they  honest  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Most  of  them  are,  but  some  do  not  pay  me. 

The  Chairman.  As  a  rule,  you  make  collections  from  the  Indians, 
do  you  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  your  relation  with  the  agency  about  col- 
lecting these  accounts  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  None  at  all;  but  I  have  collected  some  accounts 
through  the  Department. 

The  Chairman.  How  often  have  you  submitted  these  accounts  to 
the  Department  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  A  very  few  times.  Some  time  ago  a  ruling  was 
made  by  the  Department  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  these 
accounts — that  they  should  be  submitted  to  the  Department. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  has  that  been  in  operation;  do  you 
know  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  remember.  I  have  also  been  collecting  them 
on  their  lease  moneys. 

The  Chairman.  How  do  you  collect  them  on  lease  money;  .who 
pays  the  lease  money  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  The  agent  here.  WTien  the  agent  is  about  to  pay 
lease  money  I  get  my  books  together  and  drive  up  there. 

The  Chairman.  Drive  up  where,  to  the  a^ncy? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  I  go  to  the  public  highway  there. 

The  Chairman.  Then  you  stand  outside  and  when  the  Indians 
come  out  you  ask  them  for  the  money;  is  that  it? 

Mr.  Graham.  YcvS,  sir;  they  usually  come  up  and  pay  me. 

The  Chairman.  When  they  were  selling  land,  and  when  you  had 
accounts,  how  did  you  collect  them? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  collected  from  the  Indians;  that  is  the  reason  I 
have  not  been  sending  anything  in,  because  I  was  closing  my  credits 
down. 

The  Chairman.  You  are  not  doing  as  big  a  business  as  you  used  to 
do,  are  you  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  I  could  do  a  good  business,  but  I  have  been 
closing  it  down.  I  have  a  business  at  Craig  and  have  been  figuring  on 
going  there. 

The  Chairman.  Where  is  that? 

Mr.  Graham.  It  is  24  miles  northeast  of  here. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  an  Indian  settlement? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  business  have  you  up  there? 

Mr.  Graham.  General  mercantile  business. 

The  Chairman.  You  are  thinking  of  closing  out  here,  are  you  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  am  not  thinking  of  it;  I  am  going  to  do  it.  That 
is  the  reason  I  have  not  been  making  many  accounts.  I  am  closing 
them  out. 
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The  Chairman.  Have  you  any  bills  now  standing  against  the 
Indians? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir:  some  of  them. 

The  Chairman.  Are  they  of  long  standing? 

Mr.  Graham.  Some  of  them  are  of  quite  long  standing.  Some  are 
Indians  who  are  over  in  Mexico  and  have  been  there  for  some  time. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  any  objection  to  bringing  your  books 
here  and  showing  us  some  of  the  charges  you  make?  It  would  be, 
perhaps,  easier  for  you  to  do  that  than  to  copy  them. 

Mr.  Graham.  I  will  do  that ;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  can  just  bring  them  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Graham.  You  just  want  a  few  short  accounts;  very  well. 

The  Chairman.  You  say  you  are  not  doing  any  deed  business? 

Mr.  Graham.  Very  little. 

The  Chairman.  If  you  had  a  large  account  against  the  Indians 
you  would  be  watching  that,  would  you  not,  and  you  would  keep  in 
touch  with  the  Department  enough  to  know  when  the  deed  money  was 
coming,  I  presume? 

Mr.  Graham.  Xo,  sir :  I  depended  on  the  Indians  to  tell  me. 

The  Chairman.  Will  the  Indians  tell  you? 

Mr.  Graham.  They  do  come  and  tell  me. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  ever  done  much  business  in  a  settlement 
where  there  are  no  Indians? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  does  the  business  compare  as  to  collections 
in  an  Indian  neighborhood  and  an  outside  one? 

Mr.  Graham.  Well,  I  have  expressed  myself  a. good  many  times  as 
wishing  that  I  had  never  entered  into  the  Indian  business.  I  pre- 
fer to  do  business  with  white  people  and  believe  I  would  have  made 
more  money  if  I  had  always  done  so. 

The  Chairman.  White  people  buy  more  things  than  the  Indians — 
they  have  more  money? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  mean  the  bulk  of  your  trade,  but  I  want 
to  know  whether  it  is  as  satisfactory  to  trust  the  Indian  as  it  is  the 
average  white  man? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  have  not  had  a  very  great  deal  of  trouble  with  the 
Indians  where  they  stay  and  come  and  trade  with  me  right  along. 

The  Chairman.  Most  of  them  are  pretty  steady,  are  they  not? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  are  in  the  Shawnee  neighborhood,  are  you 
not? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  Shawnees  are  there  in  the  neighbor- 
hood? 

Mr.  Graham.  There  are  no  Shawnees  right  near:  they  live  around 
me.    Some  live  east  of  me  4  or  5  miles  and  some  south  10  or  12  miles. 

The  Chairman.  About  what  is  that  population  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know  how  many  Shawnee  Indians  there  are. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  are  there  two  or  three  hundred,  or  one 
hundred  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  expect  there  are  300,  if  not  more;  not  that  many 
trade  with  me. 

The  Chairman.  Are  they  living  on  their  own  land  as  a  rule? 
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Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  a  good  many  of  them  that  I  do  business 
with  here. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  the  class  you  prefer  to  do  business  with? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  of  those  Indians,  or  what  proportion 
of  the  Indians  who  are  allowed  to  sell  their  land,  will  sell  all  of  it 
practically;  is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  the  restrictions  are  removed, 
they  all  sell  when  they  get  a  chance  'i 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  most  of  them. 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  an  Indian  does  not  have  the 
same  idea  of  holding  land  that  the  American  has;  he  does  not  care 
much  about  it? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  a  fact. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  give  any  idea  of  what  number  of  Indians 
over  there  have  sold  their  lands :  I  mean  what  per  cent  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  not  know  that  a  pretty  large  percentage  of 
all  the  Indians  whose  restrictions  have  been  removed  in  the  last  four 
or  five  years  have  sold  their  lands? 

Mr.  6raham.  I  think  they  have. ' 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  not  a  fact  also  that  most  of  them  have  wasted 
that  money;  that  is,  they  have  spent  it  in  some  way? 

Mr.  Graham.  There  are  quite  a  number  who  have  built  houses. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  where  they  have  reopened  some  land? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  But  they  have  sold  all  their  land;  is  not  that  a 
fact? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know  many  of  them  who  have  sold  all  their 
land. 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  most  of  them  live  it  up  and 
buy  things  that  are  useless? 

Mr.  Graham.  They  buy  things  to  live  on,  and  teams  and  wagons 
and  things  of  that  kmd. 

The  Chairman.  They  buy  lots  of  things  that  they  do  not  need,  do 
they  not? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  expect  they  do;  lots  of  things  that  they  could 
probably  get  along  without. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  think  it  wise  after  your  experience  with 
the  Indians  to  allow  them  to  sell  all  the  land  they  have  got ;  looking  to 
the  good  of  the  Indians,  I  mean.  I  do  not  ask  you  what  you  white 
people  here  want  to  do;  but  if  you  were  caring  for  the  Indians,  would 
you  say  it  was  a  proper  thing  to  allow  them  to  sell  their  lands? 

Mr.  Graham.  Xo,  sir;  I  think  they  ought  to  be  made  to  keep  some 
of  it. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  is  necessary  down  here  for  an  Indian 
to  make  a  decent  living,  or  a  white  man,  either? 

Mr.  Graham.  Where  there  are  different  members  of  the  family,  if 
one  sells  land  to  improve  the  land  of  another  that  is  all  right. 

The  Chairman.  But  do  they  always  do  that? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know  that  they  do. 

The  Chairman.  But  some  of  them  do? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Perhaps  you  noticed  in  the  morning  papers  that  it 
was  stated  that  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Interior  is  about  to  recommend 
the  removal  of  the  restrictions  down  there? 
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Mr.  Graham.  I  did  not  notice  it. 

The  Chairman.  Would  you  say,  knowing  the  Indian's  method  of 
living,  that  would  be  a  wise  thing  to  do,  justlet  them  sell  and  take  the 
money  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  I  think  they  should  be  made  to  keep  a  home- 
stead, something  to  work  on  and  live  on. 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  answer  my  question.  I  want  to  know 
how  much  a  homestead  ought  to  be  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  If  a  man  has  a  large  family,  it  ought  to  be  more 
than  a  small  family. 

The  Chairman.  Take  the  average  family;  suppose  he  has  a  fam- 
ily of  5  or  6  children  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  He  ought  to  have  at  least  80  acres,  I  think,  for  them 
all  to  work;  he  ought  to  take  that  much  for  a  family  that  large. 

The  Chairman.  You  would  not  think  it  wise  to  take  less  than  80 
acres  for  a  homestead? 

Mr.  Graham.  They  might  possibly  get  along  on  40. 

The  Chairman.  But  it  would  have  to  be  good  land  for  40  acres 
to  support  a  family  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  recall  about  the  time  that  Pea-twy-tuck  left 
here  last  December? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Did  you  hear  any  conversation  at  about  that  time 
between  myself  and  other  Indians  here,  Pea-twy-tuck  being  among 
them,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  parties  were  trying  to  induce  them 
to  go  to  Mexico  when  the  matter  was  discussed  betwen  them  and  me? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  declare  I  do  not  remember. 

Mr.  Bentlev.  From  your  conversation  with  me  at  that  time  were 
you  under  the  impression  that  I  was  trying  to  prevent  them  from 
going,  or  trying  to  induce  them  to  go? 

Mr.  GRAHA^r.  I  do  not  remember  what  our  conversation  was. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  recall  the  instance  of  Pea-twy-tuck  wanting 
to  borrow  money? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  To  refresh  your  memory,  I  will  ask  you  if  I  did  not 
state  to  you  that  his  wife  was  down  there  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  about  to  be  confined? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  I  remember  about  that. 

Mr.  Benixey.  lie  was  very  anxious  about  it,  and  he  would  like  to 
have  you  help  him  get  some  money  and  return  her  here. 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  did  not  want  to  live  in  Mexico;  he  was  a  good 
boy,  and  he  wanted  to  have  you  help  him  get  some  money? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  I  let  him  have  some  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  your  trade  over  there  principally  Indian  trade? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  they  are  principally  Kickapoo  Indians,  are  they? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  they  are  Kickapoos  and  Shawnees,  but  more 
Shawnees  than  Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Embry.  About  how  many  Kickapoos  have  traded  with  you 
during  the  past  three  or  four  years? 
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Mr.  Graham.  Oh,  in  that  time  there  had  been  quite  a  good  many, 
but  there  ai-e  not  many  now — probably  25  or  30. 

Mr.  Embrit.  How  far  is  your  store  from  the  agency  office? 

Mr.  Graham.  About  three-fourths  of  a  mile. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  is  the  agency  office  from  Tecumseh,  where 
there  are  other  stores? 

Mr.  Graham.  About  2  or  3  miles. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  been  here  at  the  agency  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Between  five  and  six  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  were  you  before  you  came  here? 

Mr.  Graham.  At  Arlington. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  are  interested  with  you  here  at  this  store? 

Mr.  Graham.  Conklin  and  Grimm  at  the  Sac  and  Fox. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  have  extensive  trade  among  the  Sac  and  Fox 
tribe,  have  they? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  the  two  stores  are  intimately  connected — ^to- 
gether ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  understand  that  l)efore  the  order  was  made  requiring 
the  agent  to  hold  deed  money  you  look  your  chances  on  collecting  the 
account  from  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  After  the  order  was  made  that  the  Government  should 
hold  the  deed  money  and  pay  the  Indian  only  $10  per  month,  that 
they  supplemented  that  order  with  the  further  ruling  that  where  the 
Indian  was  in  debt  to  the  trader  he  would  submit  his  accounts  for 
the  approval  of  the  Department  and,  if  found  fair,  they  would  order 
their  payment. 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  is  what  you  mean  when  you  say  you  have 
submitted  accounts  which  have  been  allowed  by  the  Department  and 

Mr.  Graham.  That  is  what  I  mean. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  collected  through  the  agency  any  other 
account  than  those  that  were  allowed  by  the  Department. 

Mr.  Graham.  None  except  those  that  I  have  taken  to  the  probate 
court,  and  have  been  ordered  paid,  on  which  he  was  guardian. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  probate  court  ordered  the  payment? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Vhat  is  the  rule  of  the  agency  as  to  collectors  or  trad- 
ers going  down  there  and  collecting  money  on  a  lease  payment? 

Mr.  Graham.  They  are  allowed  to  collect  outside. 

Mr.  Embry.  Out  in  the  public  road  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  there  where  you  have  gone  to  collect? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  go  in  the  agency  ground  or  about  the  agency 
office  to  collect  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  has  that  been  the  rule  at  this  agency? 

Mr.  Graham.  It  has  been  the  rule  at  the  agency  ever  since  I  have 
been  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  May  any  person  to  whom  the  Indians  should  be  in- 
debted come  there  and  collect? 
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Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  ever  paid  any  commissions  to  any  persons 
for  collecting  from  these  Kickapoo  Indians  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  To  whom  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  To  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  been  paying  commissions  to  Mr. 
Bentley  for  collecting  these  accounts  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  have  been  paying  him  commissions  on  those  that 
were  in  Mexico  since  they  went  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^ATiat  has  Mr,  Bentley  been  charging  you  for  col- 
lecting your  store  accounts  from  those  Kickapoos  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Graham.  Fifteen  per  cent. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  has  been  your  regular  collector  of  your  bills  against 
the  Kickapoos  in  Mexico,  has  he  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  He  has  helped  me  collect  some. 

Mr.  Embry.  For  how  many  years  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  remember  exactly,  but  my  books  will  show. 
It  has  been  about  three  years,  I  think,  since  I  commenced  paying  him 
commissions. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  have  been  sending  vour  accounts  for  collec- 
tion to  the  Border  National  Bank,  at  Eagle  l*ass? 

Mr.  Graham.  Some  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  by  Mr.  Bentley 's  direction? 

Mr.  Graham.  He  told  me  to  send  the  accounts  there;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Can  you  say  approximately  how  much  commission 
you  have  paid  Mr.  Bentley  in  the  last  three  years  for  collecting  from 
those  Kickapoos  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir,  I  can  not.  I  can  tell  exactly  by  looking  at 
my  books. 

Mr.  Embry.  Will  you  figure  up  and  see  what  commissions  you 
have  paid  Bentley,  or  Bentley  and  Clark,  for  collections  from  the 
Kickapoos  or  Shawnees. 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir.    - 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Mr.  Bentley  and  Joe  Clark  ever  have  a  partner- 
ship here  of  any  kind? 

Mr.  Graham.  These  commissions  were  to  go  to  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  paid  the  commissions  to  fliem  as  a  firm  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  paid  the  most  to  Mr.  Bentley; 
Mr.  Clark  told  me  to  pay  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  it  was  for  the  firm? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  wish  you  would  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  com- 
missions for  collections  paid  either  of  them  so  as  to  be  able  to  inform 
the  committee  in  the  morning.    Please  examine  this  check. 

(Showing  witness  the  following  check:) 

(No.  2824.) 
CoNKLiN,  Gbimm  &  Co.,  U.  S.  Licensed  Traders. 

Sac  and  Fox  Agency,  Okla.,  February  27,  190), 
Pay   to  the  order   of  M.  J.  Bentley  four  hundred   forty  and    iVj   dollars 
($440.00). 

Con  KLIN,  Gbimm  &  Oo., 
To  Stroud  State  Bank,  P.  C,  G. 

Stroud,  Okla.  (Paid  March  16,  1904.) 
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Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  examined  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  the  firm  at  the  Sac  and  Fox  Agency  with 
whom  you  are  interested? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Does  that  represent  a  payment  made  to  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Graham.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  for? 

Mr.  Graham.  For  his  assistance  in  getting  a  deed  signed. 

Mr.  Embry.  For  what  property? 

Mr.  Graham.  It  is  what  is  known  as  the  Hoffman  tract  out  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  paid  it  for  his  assistance  in  securing  the  signature 
of  a  Kickapoo  Indian  to  a  deed? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  when  this  Hoffman  tract  addition  to  this 
town  was  sold  through  the  agency  to  the  highest  bidder  under  the 
rules  of  the  Department? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  what  is  known  as  inherited  Indian  land,  is  it 
not? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  Hoffman  became  the  purchaser? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  this  Kickapoo  who  was  an  heir  to  that  land  re- 
sided in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  was  paid  to  Mr.  Bentley  in  addition  to  the 
consideration  that  was  paid? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir ;  for  his  services  in  inducing  this  Kickapoo 
Indian  to  sign  the  deed;  for  getting  the  deed  signed  for  Mr.  Hoff- 
man. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Miat  other  commissions,  if  any,  other  than  for  collec- 
tions, have  you  paid  Mr.  Bentley  for  his  services  with  those  Kickapoo 
Indians? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  could  not  tell  exactly  the  Indians  that  I  paid  him 
foi  collecting  from  without  looking  at  my  books. 

Mr.  Embry.  Don't  you  know  whether  he  has  been  paid  other  com- 
missions or  retainers  for  getting  Kickapoo  Indians  to  sign  deeds  to 
their  lands? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Graham,  you  say  you  went  down  there  to  buy  this 
land? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  thought  I  would  buy  some  of  it;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  saw  L.  C.  Grimes  there,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  J]mbry.  And  W.  L.  Chapman? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  R.  C.  Conine? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Thackery  there? 

Mr.  Gr^iham.  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  place  there  did  you  first  see  Mr.  Thackery? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  saw  him  at  Muzquiz  when  I  first  went  down. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^\Tiat  was  he  doing  at  Muzquiz? 
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Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know  his  business  there,  or  did  not  at  the 
time ;  I  heard  afterwards  that  he  was  there  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  investigation,  or  getting  some  evidence. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  a  conversation  with  him  at  Muzquiz  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  just  in  a  general  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  times  did  you  see  him  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Graham.  He  was  there  for  three  weeks  when  I  was  there.  I 
saw  him  every  da  jr.    We  boarded  at  the  same  hotel. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  him  frequently? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  quite  familiar  with  what  was  going  on  in 
the  land  transaction,  were  you  not? 

Mr.  Graham.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  was.  I  saw  a  good  many 
Indians  there  and  a  good  many  of  those  white  people. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  been  acquainted  with  the  Indians  a  long 
time,  have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  have  been  dealing  with  them  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  an  Indian  pretty  well,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Graha3i.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  Frank  Thackery  either  at  Muzquiz  or  at 
Eagle  Pass  doing  anything  that  indicated  that  he  was  giving  aid  or 
encouragement  to  those  land  buyers,  on  the  one  side  or  the  other  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  George  Outcelt  down  there? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  at  Muzq^uiz. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  times  did  you  see  him  there? 

Mr.  Graham.  Twice;  I  was  there  at  Muzquiz  three  days  when  I 
first  went  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  he  doing? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  just  saw  him ;  1  don't  know  what  he  was  doing. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  him  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  except  in  a  general  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  ascertain  from  him  what  he  was  doing  there? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  frequently  did  you  meet  him,  if  frequently  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Every  day  when  I  was  at  Muzquiz.  I  did  not  stay 
at  Muzquiz  but  three  days. 

Mr.  Embry.  During  those  three  days,  did  you  observe  in  Outcelt's 
conduct  anything  to  indicate  that  he  was  giving  aid  or  encouragement 
to  either  side  in  purchasing  those  lands  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  have  any  conversation  with  him, 
and  there  was  nothing  said  to  me  concerning  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  down  at  the  Kickapoo  camp  at  the  time  the 
Grimes  people  were  there  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  went  down  one  day  after  the  bill  had  passed. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  were  there? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  went  down  to  Muzquiz  and  drove  up  to  the  village 
with,  I  think,  Grimes,  and  I  am  not  certain  who  else  went — Conine 
probably. 
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Mr.  Embry.  What  occurred  after  you  reached  the  camp  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Well,  I  was  not  with  the  boys  after  reaching  the 
camp.  I  went  down  to  see  some  of  the  Indians  relative  to  some  ac- 
counts that  I  had  and  then  went  back.  I  did  not  hear  any  of  their 
conversation  with  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  not  go  with  one  of  those  parties  out  to  the 
camp  at  any  other  time? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  I  was  only  at  the  camp  that  one  time  for  pos- 
sibly an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  the  occasion  for  your  sending  this  telegram 
to  Joe  Clark? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  was  figuring  on  Joe  getting  some  of  those  Indians 
to  come  up  and  I  was  going  to  buy  some  of  their  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  Joe  associated  wnth  at  that  time  in  his  project 
to  get  those  Indians  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  Joe  and  I  had  a  talk  after 
we  went  down  there,  and  I  told  Joe  I  had  some  money  at  the  Border 
National  Bank,  and  if  there  were  any  Indians  who  wanted  to  sell  their 
land,  that  he  could  make  arrangements  with  me,  to  send  them  over. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  Joe  cooperating  with,  if  you  observed? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  did  not  observe.  He  was  talking  to  me  about  help- 
ing me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  or  arrangement  with 
anyone  before  leaving  here,  prospective  or  concluded,  with  reference 
to  the  purchase  of  this  land? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  Were  you  contemplating  cooperating  with  anyone? 

Mr.  Graham.  No;  I  went  down  independently.  Mr.  Patrick 
phoned  me  to  go  down,  and  when  I  got  there  to  see  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Patrick  phoned  you  to  see  whom  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Mr.  Bentley.  I  went  down  and  when  I  saw  Mr. 
Bentley  at  Muzquiz  he  told  me  that  he  had  understood  before  he  got 
down  there  that  there  were  several  parties  there  to  buy  land,  and  I  be- 
lieve possibly  he  had  wired  Mr.  Charles,  and  Mr.  Charles  had  not  met 
him,  and  that  was  the  reason  they  sent  me  down.  He  said  he  thought 
if  anyone  outside  was  going  to  buy  it,  that  I  should  buy  it;  he  would 
as  soon  I  should  buy  it  as  any  of  the  rest  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  further  was  said  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Nothing  further. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you,  at  any  time,  have  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Bentley  about  buying  land  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Not  there;  no,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  wnth  Grimes  about  buy- 
ing land  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Well,  just  in  a  general  way.  Mr.  Grimes  asked  me 
if  I  would  go  in  and  help  them  buy,  and  I  declined  the  offer. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  where  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  In  Muzquiz ;  he  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  conversation,  if  any,  had  you  with  Grimes 
or  any  of  his  crowd,  or  with  Mr.  Bentley,  about  buying  land  in 
Mexico? 

Mr.  Embry.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  while  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  before  going  there? 

Mr.  Graha3I.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 
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Mr.  E31BRY.  Now,  how  long  did  you  stay  down  there? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  was  there  five  weeks. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  during  all  that  time  you  were  making  collections? 

Mr.  Graham.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  Did  you  pay  commissions  on  your  collections? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Em*bry.  Where  did  you  make  the  collections? 

Mr.  Graham.  Well,  when  an  Indian  would  sell  his  land  I  would 
follow  him  down  to  the  bank,  and  when  he  got  his  money  and  came 
out  I  would  ask  for  my  money  and  he  would  pay  me.^  That  was 
both  at  the  First  National  and  the  Border  NationalBank. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  your  business  there  and  you  remained  there 
to  make  your  collections? 

Mr.  Graham.    Yes,  sir. 

Senator  CuR'ns.  You  wei-e  not  there  in  July? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  left  there  the  5th  of  July,  I  think. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Then  these  collections  that  you  made  were  on  the 
first  sales  or  deeds  that  were  made  in  Eagle  Pass  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  T  made  some. 

Senator  Curtis.  For  sales  that  were  made  at  Eagle  Pass-^eeds 
signed  in  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  (Jraham.    Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cx^rtis.  You  were  not  down  there  when  it  was  supposed 
the  deeds  were  signed  in  Mexico  in  July  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  So,  sir;  I  have  not  been  back  since  T  left  in  July. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  go  back  to  see  Mr.  Bentley  if 
he  said  he  would  rather  you  had  the  land  than  any  of  those  other 
people  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  The  Indians  were  staying  over  there  that  he  was 
controlling. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Did  not  those  Indians  that  he  was  controlling  saj* 
that  they  wanted  to  exchange  their  land  for  land  in  Mexico  and  not 
sell  it? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  did  not  talk  with  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  Mr.  Bentley  tell  you  that? 

Mr.  Graham.    Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  they  wanted  to  trade  it  for  land  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  his  talk  to  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  for  that  reason  he  did  not  want  to  help  you 
get  any  deeds;  is  that  not  it? 

Mr.  "Graham.  I  suppose  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Tnose  other  people  were  claiming  that  if  they 
sold  to  them  they  w^ould  put  the  cash  in  their  hands  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  did  not  talk  with  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiat  did  Grimes  and  Conine  take  out  in  their 
buggy  on  that  occasion  when  you  went  with  them? 

iVlr.  Graham.  They  did  not  take  anything  when  I  went  with  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  them  take  anything  out  at  any  other 
time? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  at  Muzquiz. 

The  Chairman.  You  say  you  did  not  go  with  the  boys  out  to  the 
camp.     Who  did  you  refer  to  as  "  the  boys?" 

Mr.  Graham.  I  said  I  went  out  with  Grimes  and  Conine. 
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The  Chairman.  Did  you  not  sav  *'  I  did  not  sro  once  to  the  camp 
with  the  boys?"  ^ 

Mr.  Graham.  Mr.  Embry  asked  me  if  I  went  out  with  any  of 
them. 

The  Chairman.  You  said  you  did  not  go  around  with  the  boys- 
Who  did  you  mean  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  meant  Grimes  and  Conine. 

The  Chairman.  Grimes  and  his  party  you  inchided  in  the  term 
"boys?" 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Now,  Mr.  Graham,  is  there  any  other  Indian  trader — 
that  is,  who  could  be  referred  to  as  an  Indian  trader — in  the  vicinity 
of  this  Shawnee  Agency  except  yourself? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  are  the  person  referred  to  when  people  talk 
about  the  Indian  trader  down  here,  are  you  ? 

Mr.  (jraham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Is  it  your  understanding  that  the  $440  check  that 
has  been  referred  to  in  this  record  when  paid  to  me  resulted  in  the 
Indian' getting  anything  less  for  his  land? 

Mr.  Graham.  iJo,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Was  that  not  also  pai-t  of  my  compensation  from 
Charles  Hoffman  &  Co.  to  see  that  the  proper  heirs  signed  the  deed? 

Mr.  Graham.  Well,  I  do  not  remember  about  that.  I  did  not 
make  the  contract ;  Fill  made  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  paid  me,  though  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  Fill  sent  the  check  to  me  and  I  gave  it  to 
you. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  recollect  the  amoinit  of  money  that  that 
tract  brought  to  the  Indian  heirs,  which  was  paid  by  Hoffman  for  the 
land  in  question  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  not  remember  approximately  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  thmk  it  was  sold  for  $28,000 ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Now,  you  were  at  Eagle  Pass  about  July  2  or  3 
when  the  Indians  were  making  some  deeds  to  me  at  the  Border 
National  Bank,  and  to  whom  I  made  considerable  payments  of 
money  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  probably  made  some  collections  of  those  In- 
dians? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  think  I  made  some  of  John  Pecan. 

Mr.  Bentley*  You  did  not  attempt  to  pay  me  any  commissions  on 
those  collections? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  was  that  understanding  with  Mr.  Bentley  about 
the  Indians  in  Mexico  closing  their  accounts? 

Mr.  Graham.  That  was  when  they  went  down  there.  After  we 
made  the  agreement  that  I  was  to  pay  him  the  commission  he  said 
he  would  help  me  make  those  collections;  that  those  Indians  were 
going  to  Mexico ;  that  they  contemplated  leaving  here,  and  to  close 
the  accoimts  and  get  them  all  straightened  out  he  would  make  those 
collections  for  a  commission  of  15  per  cent. 
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]Vfr.  Embry.  Did  you  ever  pay  him  any  commissions  for  collec- 
tions that  he  made  n-om  the  Indians  here  in  Oklahoma  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  think  some ;  yes,  sir.  Collections  were  made  here, 
I  believe,  on  some  accounts. 

Mr.  Embry.  Of  the  Indians  who  live  here  in  Oklahoma? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  paid  him  a  commission  on  all 
the  collections  he  made  whether  in  Mexico  or  here,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  not  all  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  A\Tiat  collections  did  he  make  that  you  did  not  pay 
him  a  commission  on  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  could  not  tell  without  looking  at  my  books.  I  re- 
member that  there  were  some. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  the  account  of  Quo-to-quah? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  account  was  allowed  by  the*  Department,  was  it 
not? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  still  Mr.  Bentley  collected  the  commission  from 
you,  did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  remember ;  my  checks  will  show. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  wish  you  would  look  them  up  and  see. 

Mr.  Bentley.  This  matter  of  commission  was  a  matter  of  two  or 
three  years  ago.  You  have  paid  me  nothing  this  year  or  last  year, 
or  probably  the  year  before,  have  you  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  during  this  transitory  period  of  the  Kicka- 
poos  that  those  commissions  were  paid;  do  you  not  remember  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  remember  the  dates.  My  checks  will  show. 
I  think  I  paid  most  of  it  in  checks. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

J.  C.  CRISXEY,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  name? 

Mr.  Crisney.  J.  C.  Crisney. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Mr.  Crisney.  Shawnee,  Okla. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Crisney.  I  have  lived  here  about  twelve  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  business  ? 

Mr.  Crisney.  I  am  a  merchant. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  engaged  in  business  in 
Shawnee? 

Mr.  Crisney.  I  think  about  twelve  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  Kicking  Kickapoo  In- 
dians ? 

Mr.  Crisney.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  heard  of  the  Mexican  Kickapoos,  have 
you  not? 

Mr.  Crisney.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  had  any  dealings  with  them? 

Mr.  Crisney.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  trade  generally  at  your  store  ? 

Mr.  Crisney.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  they  been  trading  there  ? 

Mr.  Crisney.  They  have  been  trading  there  about  twelve  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Martin  J.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Crisney.  Yes,  sir;  T  know  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  Crisney.  About  twelve  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  you  know  about  the 
Kicking  Kickapoo  Indians  going  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  Crisney.  Nothing  more  than  I  have  heard. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Bentley  or  anyone  else  about 
these  Indians  going  there? 

Mr.  CliiSNEY.  I  was  not  here  at  the  time ;  I  was  away. 

Senator  Curtis,  pid  you  ever  talk  to  Mr.  Bentley  about  their 
going  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Crisney.  I  may  have  talked  to  him  sometime;  I  do  not  re- 
member. 

Senator  Citrtis.  Did  you  ever  talk  to  anybody  about  those  Indians 
going  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Crisney.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  While  you  were  a  merchant  and  while  Mr.  Bent- 
ley was  agent  how  did  you  collect  your  accounts  from  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Crisney.  I  have  usually  collected  them  myself,  although  Mr. 
Bentley  has  assisted  me  at  times. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  pay  Mr.  Bentley  any  commission 
for  this  service? 

Mr.  Crisney.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  his  term  expired  as  agent  who  helped  you 
collect  your  accounts  from  them  ? 

Mr.  Crisney.  We  collected  them  ourselves. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Bentley  assist  you? 

Mr.  Crisney.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  pay  Mr.  Bentley  any  money  ? 

Mr.  Crisney.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Indians  selling 
their  lands  here  in  Oklahoma? 

Mr.  Crisney.  Nothing  more  than  hearsay. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  interested  directly  or  indirectly  in  the 
deals  ? 

Mr.  Crisney.  No,  sir;  in  no  way. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

W.  W.  IVES,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  was  examined  and 
testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  In  Shawnee. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  vou  lived  in  Shawnee  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  This  last  time  I  came  here  two  years  ago.  I  originally 
came  here  sixteen  years  ago. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Ives.  About  sixteen  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  committee  if  you 
know  the  band  of  Indians  known  as  the  Kicking  Kickapoo  Indians? 
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Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  these  Indians  personally — ^any  of 
them? 

Mr.  Ives.  A  good  many  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  to  the  committee  if  you  secured  any  deeds 
from  the  Kickapoo  Indians. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  Through  whom? 

Mr.  Ives.  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  get  any  of  them  in  person  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  and  Mr.  Bentley  any  agreement  as  to 
the  deeds? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  enter  into  that  agreement? 

Mr.  Ives.  The  a^eement  was  talked  over,  I  do  not  remember  the 
first  time,  but  a  written  agreement  was  entered  into  some  one  and  a 
half  years  ago. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  printed  in  the  hearings  before  the  com- 
mittee in  Washington? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  a  contract  with  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  is  that  contract? 

Mr.  Ives.  In  the  Border  National  Bank  of  Eagle  Pass,  Tex. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  state  generally  to  the  committee  what 
your  understanding  was  with  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  My  understanding  was  that  these  lands  should  be  deeded 
to  me  and  that  I  should  hold  them  and  sell  them  for  the  best  profit 
possible  and  the  proceeds  to  be  turned  over  to  the  benefit  of  the 
Indians  with  the  exception  of  the  commission  which  I  made. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  commission  were  you  to  have? 

Mr.  Ives.  Ten  per  cent,  I  think  it  was,  but  I  am  not  positive. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  this  agreement  of  yours  made  in  reference 
to  the  first  seven  deeds  taken? 

Mr.  Ives.  The  original  agreement  was  not  made  until  after  that; 
it  was  talked  over  quite  a  good  deal. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  your  verbal  a^eement? 

Mr.  Ives.  Practically  the  same  as  the  written  agreement. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  pay  those  Indians  any  money  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  never  paid  them  any  money  with  the  exception  of 
Ma-ka-seah. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  him? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  paid  him  $100 — Mr.  Bentley  gave  me  $30  and  I  paid 
him  the  other  $70  myself? 

Senator  Curtis.  What  other  Indians  did  you  pay  in  person  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  remember  any  others. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  tell  this  committee  when  you  and  Mr. 
Bentley  first  entered  into  your  agreement  with  reference  to  the  first 
seven  Indians  that  went  to  Mexico,  and  who  they  were? 

Mr.  Ives.  About  the  time  the  restrictions  were  removed  on  the 
seven  Indians ;  prior  to  that  time  Mr.  Bentley  and  I  had  some  conver- 
sation on  the  matter  when  I  was  down  here  the  fall  before  that,  and 
we  had  corresponded  with  each  other  a  little  before  that     He 
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wired  me  to  meet  him  in  St.  Louis  and  to  come  with  him,  as  he 
wanted  to  take  title  to  that  hind  in  my  name.  I  met  him  in  St.  Louis 
and  came  on  down  here  with  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  take  any  deeds? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  early  in  March,  1905. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  present  when  those  deeds  were  taken? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  was  not;  the  deeds  were  taken  in  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  get  the  deeds;  were  they  mailed  to 
you? 

Mr.  Ives.  They  were  either  mailed  or  expressed,  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  any  money  for  those  deeds? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  did  not  at  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  disposition  have  you  made,  if  any,  of  those 
two  allotments? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  made  a  real  estate  firm  a  net  price  of  $32,000,  and  they 
paid  me  $15,500  in  cash  and  $16,500  was  secured  by  mortgage  which 
still  stands. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  Making  $32,000  in  all? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  disbursed  that  money? 

Mr.  Ives.  Fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  it  I  sent  to  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Where? 

Mr.  Ives.  To  Eagle  Pass,  immediately. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  what  was  done  with  that  money  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was  paid  to  the  Indians  and  some  of  it  was  paid  on 
Mexican  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  that  of  your  per- 
sonal knowledge? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  tell  us  what  you  know  personally. 

Mr.  Ives.  This  was  not  of  my  personal  knowledge.  All  I  know  of 
what  happened  there  is  what  Mr.  Bentley  reported  to  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  about  any  other  tracts? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  the  only  one.  This  mcluded  the  80's  that  were 
first  sold  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  But  only  one  Indian's? 

Mr.  Ives.  Two  Indians,  Okemah's  and  Thi-the-qua's— two  of  them 
were  included  in  that.  One  of  those,  Noten's,  I  believe,  was  deeded 
^  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Everest,  who  afterward  transferred  it  to  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  give  us  the  net  amount  that  you  got  out  of 
the  first  deal? 

Mr.  Ives.  Thirty-two  thousand  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.'  What  became  of  the  other  $7,000? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  went  to  the  real  estate  men.     Thev  took  the  prpperty. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  got  $7,000  for  handling  'it? 

Mr.  Ives.  They  got  the  piece  of  property.  I  may  be  mistaken  in 
the  value  of  the  property ;  it  may  have  been  valued  at  $7,500.  How- 
ever, the  money  amount  is  correct ;  I  have  the  money  amount  and  the 
mortgage  amount.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  took  the  property  and 
paid  me  the  cash  difference  of  $500,  making  up  the  cash  of  $15,500. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  they  got  the  $7,000  for  their  commission,  or 
whatever  it  was? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  made  a  net  price  on  the  property  and  they 
made  the  sale. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  sold  either  of  the  other  tracts  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  do  you  hold  them  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  They  are  included ;  since  this  written  contract  was  made 
I  think  they  are  included  in  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  written  contract  is  substantiallv  what? 

Mr.  Ives,  That  I  shall  hold  this  property  in  trust  ani  dispose  of  it 
to  the  best  possible  advantage  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  and  turn 
over  the  proceeds,  with  the  exception  of  a  commission. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  all  you  are  to  do  with  it  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  all  I  have  any  agreement  to  get  out  of  it. 

Senator  CurVis.  Is  that  aU  you  expect  to  get  out  of  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  Mr.  Bentley  and  you  to*  divide  that  10  per 
cent? 

Mr.  Ives.  Nothing  was  said  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  an  understanding  with  him  about  it; 
what  is  your  feeling  about  it,  that  it  will  be  divided  or  will  not? 

Mr,  Ives.  If  Mr.  Bentley  did  not  get  any  other  pay  I  would  cer- 
tainly divide  it  with  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  having  any  ar- 
rangement with  the  Indians  to  get  other  pay? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  made  any  effort  to  sell  the  other  five 
tracts? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  never  have  made  any  great  effort.  I  did  offer  them  for 
sale  the  first  few  months,  but  there  was  the  question  of  title,  and  we 
have  not  made  any  effort  to  push  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  raised  the  question  of  title? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was  raised  in  Mr.  Thackery's  office. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  the  patents  yet  been  delivered  to  you  for  this 
land? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir ;  the  patents  are  only  trust  patents  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  ones  I  ordered  from  Washington. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  of  those  did  you  get?. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  got  the  trust  patent  on  the  Okema  and  Thi-the-qua  land 
and  I  believe  I  ordered  one  on  the  Wah-na-ke-tha-hah  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  received  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  correspondence  relating  to  those 
patents? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have,  but  I  left  it  up  at  the  office. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  please  produce  it  so  that  we  will  have  it 
to-morrow  ? 

*  Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  all  my  papers  done  up  in  a  package  to 
bring  here.  , 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  tell  this  committee  fully  every- 
thing about  those  first  seven  allotments,  if  you  have  not  already  told 
us;  state  if  there  was  any  agreement  or  understanding,  or  anything 
done. 

Mr.  Ives.  Well,  there  is  a  power  of  attorney  from  me  to  H.  T. 
Douglas.  I  thought  perhaps  at  the  time  the  trade  was  made  that  I 
might  move  over  into  the  Indian  Territory,  and  they  wanted  to  be 
convenient  so  that  they  could  sell  the  lots  and  dispose  of  them  in  lots, 
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and  I  gave  to  H.  T.  Douglas  a  power  of  attorney  to  act  for  me  and 
cancel  the  mortgage. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  make  deeds? 

Mr.  Ives.  Not  to  make  deeds,  but  to  cancel  the  mortgage  on  the  lots 
as  sold. 

Senator  Curtib.  Who  is  Mr.  Douglas! 

Mr.  Ives.  He  is  president  of  the  Shawnee  XaticHial  Bank. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  if  at  this  time  you  claimed  to  hold  that 
proper^  other  than  as  trustee  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not;  I  do  not  hold  this  property  at  all,  it  is  in  the 
hands  now  of  the  Shawnee  Townsite  Company. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  those  other  allotments  that  you  have  been 
doing  nothinff  with  ? 

Mr.  I^'ES.  I  hold  those  as  trustee. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  had  any  other  deeds? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  had  quite  a  number  under  the  late  act. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  those  deeds  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  They  are  also  in  my  office. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  produce  those  and  leave  them  with  the 
committee  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  have  you  paid  for  those,  just 
give  us,  so  as  to  save  time,  the  name  of  each  Indian  to  whom  you  have 
paid  any  money? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  not  paid  any  to  the  Indians  except  to  Mah-ku- 
seah,  that  I  spoke  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else  have  you  paid  to? 

Mr.  Ives.  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  rendered  any  account  as  to  the  moneys 
you  received  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  here  is  an  account  in  full  that  I  prepared  to 
submit,  with  the  exception  that  there  should  be  in  my  expenditure 
$70  added  to  those  which  I  have  the  checks  for. 

Senator  Curtis.  Please  add  that  now? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  not  the  date  of  the  checks;  they  are  up  there  in 
my  package. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  put  a  note  at  the  bottom,  "$70  to  be  added, 
check  will  be  submitted.      Now  what  does  that  account  refer  to? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  $40  for  shade  trees  and 

Senator  Cirtis.  No;  what  does  that  whole  account  cover? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  covers  all  the  money  I  have  received  and  paid  out. 

Senator  Curtis.  With  reference  to  what? 

Mr.  Ives.  All  this  Indian  land  business. 

Senator  Curtis.  Both  the  seven  and  the  others? 

Mr.IvES.  Yes,  sir;  from  the  1st  of  March,  1905,  to  the  present. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Bentley  paid  any 
money  to  those  Indians  when  the  deeds  were  delivered  to  them? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  claimed,  or  do  you  claim,  any  title  to 
any  of  the  land  for  which  deeds  were  made  in  Mexico  or  Eagle  Pass, 
Tex.? 

Mr.  Ives.  In  no  other  way  than  as  trustee. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  ever  claimed  to  be  the  absolute  owner 
other  than  as  trustee? 
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Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know  wbjether  I  ever  did  or  not. 

Senator  Cubtis.  That  is  a  matter  you  h^ve  not  made  public  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir;  I  have  kept  that  in  my  office. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  question  is,  do  you  claim  any  title  o^her  than 
as  trustee  to  this  land  that  you  have  been  handling  ? 

Mr.  IvES.  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  bought  any  other  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  From  whom? 

Mr.  Ives.  From  homesteaders — white  m/en  here  in  this  country. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  bought  one  piece  of  120  acres  in  the  Pottawatomie 
country  and  one  piece  of  80  acres  west  and  south. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  first  hear  of  these  Indians  going  to 
Mexico? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  hardly  know  when  I  first  heard  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  the  first  that  you  recollect  of  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  talked  it  over  with  Mr.  Bent  ley  for  several  years 
before  they  did  go. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say  about  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  had  plans  for  moving  them  to  Mexico,  thinl^ing  they 
would  be  better  off  there  in  that  country. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  say  that  to  you? 

Mr.  IvEa.  Yes,  sir. 

iSenator  Qurtis.  When  did  he  first  say  that,  if  you  remember? 

Mr.  IvES.  I  believe  it  was  while  he  was  still  agent. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  his  term  of  office  expired,  what  did  he  say  to 
you  about  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  was  away  for  several  years  and  did  not  get  to  see  him 
very  often. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  you  came  back  or  when  you  did  see  him  did 
he  talk  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  he  still  had  the  same  plan  of  going  to  Mexico 
and  buying  a  ranch  for  them,  and  having  them  own  it  in  common  as 
they  had  always  held  their  lands  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  the  Indians  say  about  that  plan  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  At  that  time  I  had  no  conversation  with  the  Indians  in 
regard  to  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  the  Indians 
since  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  With  a  good  many  different  ones  since  I  have  been  here 
this  last  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  they  say  about  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  Some  were  favorable  to  it  and  some  were  opposed  to  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Bentley  tell  you  what  inducements  he  was 
going  to  hold  out  to  those  Indians  to  get  them  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  think  that  he  ever  mentioned  any  inducements 
as  far  as  getting  them  to  go  is  concerned. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  and  Mr.  Bentley  talked 
over  the  matter  of  getting  these  first  seven  allotments,  and  the  under- 
standing was  when  you  got  those  first  seven  allotments  you  would 
sell  that  land  and  put  the  money  in  Mexican  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Was  not  that  conversation  between  you  two 
really  before  the  restrictions  were  removed  as  to  the  seven  allotments? 

Mr.  IvES.  No,  sir;  I  think  the  restrictions  were  removed  on  the 
seven  allotments  before  I  knew  they  were  going  to  be  removed.  I 
do  not  know  the  number.  However,  we  had  some  conversation  about 
selling  the  land  and  investing  the  money  in  Mexican  land,  but  we 
did  not  know  anything  about  the  number  that  the  restrictions  would 
be  removed  on. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  talk  about  that  then,  about  doing  it,  be- 
fore the  restrictions  were  removed? 

Mr.  Ives,  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  talked  to  those  seven  Indians  that  you 
got  the  first  land  from? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir ;  not  since  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  talk  with  each  of  them  and  tell  them  why 
you  held  the  land,  or  did  Mr.  Bentley  do  the  talking? 

Mr.  Ives.  Mr.  Bentley  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then,  your  understanding  is  with  Bentley,  and 
Bnetley's  understanding  is  with  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 
.     Senator  Curtis.  Personally  you  have  had  no  dealings  with  the 
Indians  further  than  you  have  meMioned? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  Indians  want  to  go 
to  Mexico  or  stay  here  of  your  personal  knowledge  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Only  from  the  few  that  I  saw  here ;  nothing  from  those 
that  are  there.    I  have  never  been  to  Mexico  myself. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  in  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  at  all  during  the 
summer  of  1906  or  1907? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  other  person  representing  you  in 
any  way  or  getting  the  Indian  titles  for  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  other  dealings  with  Indians  other 
than  those  with  the  Mexican  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Ives.  None  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  said  that  Mr.  Bentley  said  he  wanted  these 
Indians  down  there  because  he  thought  they  should  own  land  in  com- 
mon.   What  else  did  he  say? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  thought  they  would  get  along  very  much  better  there; 
that  they  would  have  more  territory ;  and  he  thought  they  could  have 
a  cattle  ranch  and  live  in  their  own  way,  as  there  was  more  or  less 
friction  here  all  the  time,  and  he  thought  that  would  be  avoided. 

Senator  Curtis.  With  regard  to  these  last  deals,  have  you  had  any 
communication  with  the  Indians,  or  has  that  all  been  done  by  Mr. 
Bentley? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  has  all  been  done  by  Mr.  Bentley  with  the  exception 
of  the  one  I  spoke  about. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  say  that  personally  you  have  advanced  no 
money  to  them  other  than  you  have  stated  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  believe  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  any  money  was  paid  here  at  the  time  the  deeds 
were  executed,  it  was  paid  by  Bentley  and  not  by  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Cubtis.  In  what  capacity  have  vou  dealt  with  Mr.  Bent- 
ley — as  interested  with  you  or  as  agent  of  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  has  always  been  the  agent  of  the  Indians,  and  we  have 
been  interested  together  to  the  extent  of  the  contract  I  mentioned. 
However,  he  is  not  mentioned  in  the  contract. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  mortgaged  any  of  the  property  that  you 
have  secured  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  pieces? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  expect  about  seven. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  money  have  you  raised  from  the  seven 
mortgages  ?  . 

Mr.  Ives.  There  was  one  mortgage  that  was  made  to  Mr.  Bonnet, 
and  I  do  not  know  the  amount  of  money  that  was  raised  on  it;  I 
think  there  were  two  mortgages  made  upon  it — one  perhaps  was  made 
by  myself  and  one  by  Mr.  Bentlev — covering  two  different  pieces  of 
land.  The  two  mortgages  were  for  $11,000,  but  I  do  not  know  the 
amount  of  money  that  was  paid  on  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTio  handled  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  Mr.  Bentley.    I  mortgaged  four  pieces  to  Mr.  Eagan. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  explain  fully  how  you  made  those  mort- 
gages, and  why. 

Mr.  Ives.  Mr.  Bentley  wrote  me  that  we  must  raise  some  money  to 
finish  paying  for  the  land  that  he  bought  for  the  Kickapoos  down  in 
Mexico,  and  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Eagan,  who  is  an  old  acquaintance — he 
came  from  the  same  town  I  did  in  Indiana — and  he  mentioned  the 
fact  that  he  had  $4,000  in  cash  that  I  could  have  if  I  wanted  it,  and 
I  told  him  that  I  would  like  to  get  it  if  he  was  not  going  to  use  it.  He 
said  I  was  perfectly  welcome  to  it,  and  when  we  came  back — we  were 
out  in  the  country  at  that  time — he  simply  made  me  a  check  and  gave 
it  to  me  for  the  money.  I  told  him  I  wanted  to  secure  him  in  ^me 
way  for  that,  that  I  would  give  him  a  mortgage  on  some  of  this  land, 
an<i  he  said  I  need  not  bother  about  the  mortgage,  that  he  did  not  care 
about  it.  However,  I  made  out  a  mortgage  for  four  80's  for  $4,000 
and  gave  it  to  him.  He  put  it  in  his  pocket.  And  the  next  day  he  left 
town  without  putting  it  on  record,  and  after  he  was  gone — at  that 
time  Chapman,  Grimes,  and  the  other  crowd  of  people  were  getting 
many  deeds  on  pieces  that  we  had  deeds  on — ana  I  thought  it  might 
be  just  as  well  to  get  some  of  that  covered  up ;  at  any  rate,  it  would 
discourage  them  from  putting  on  their  deeds.  So  I  made  a  second 
mortgage  to  Mr.  Eagan  for  the  same  amount  and  the  same  piece  of 
land,  and  filed  it  myself.  I  afterwards  wrote  him  to  send  his  mort- 
gage and  I  would  have  it  put  on  record,  and  I  filed  it.  One  repre- 
sents $4,000  and  the  other  does  not  represent  anything. 

Senator  Curtis.  So  that  all  there  is  of  this  land  represented  by  the 
Eagan  mortgage  is  how  much  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Four  thousand  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  I  notice  that  in  all  these  deeds  you  put  in  as 
the  consideration  $1,000. 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  happen  to  agree  upon  that  amount  as 
the  consideration  ? 
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Mr.  Ives.  I  did  not  have  anything  at  all  to  do  wiUi  it.  The  consid- 
eration does  not  indicate  anything;  it  does  not  indicate  the  amount 
paid  on  the  land  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  ever  figured  the  ampunt  or  measured 
the  value  of  the  land  that  was  in  your  hands  as  trustee  if  you  could 
give  a  good  title — that  is,  every  acre  that  was  in  your  hands  as  trus- 
tee; how  much  would  that  land  be  worth? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  should  think  something  like  $300,000,  perhaps  not  quite 
that  much ;  $250,000,  I  expect. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  do  not  want  you  to  take  up  the  time  to  fill  the 
record  by  reading  those  names,  but  I  understana  that,  other  than  the 
case  ji^ou  have  mentioned,  you  have  personally  paid  nothing  to  the 
Indians  on  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Nothing. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  everything  that  h9S  been  paid  has  been  paid 
by  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  render  an  account  to  you  of  the  amount 
paid  by  him  in  each  case? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  has  not  yet  rendered  an  account  to  me  except  in  the 
one  case  I  have  just  referred  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  From  your  account  here,  how  does  it  stand ;  is  the 
trust  in  debt  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  paid  out  something  like  five  or  six  thou- 
sand dollars  more  than  I  have  received. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  receive  more  money  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Because  I  could  not  sell  the  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  tied  up  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  was  it  tied  up  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was  tied  up,  in  the  first  place,  by  the  talk  of  the  titles 
not  being  good,  and  later  it  was  tied  up  by  suits  brought  by  the  Ben- 
son, Grimes,  and  Chapman  crowd,  and  since  then  by  suits  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  who  first  suggested  to  the  Indians 
that  they  should  go  to  Slexico  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  whether  they  suggested  it  to  Mr. 
Bentlev  or  Mr.  Bentley  to  them  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know ;  I  could  not  state  positively  as  to  the  fact. 
I  know  nothing  but  what  Mr.  Bentlev  told  me  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anytliing  about  any  of  those  Indians 
having  previously  lived  in  Mexico,  say  twenty  or  thirty  years  ago? 

Mr.  IvES.  Nothing  but  the  historv  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  heard  the  Indians  say  that  tliey  have 
lived  there? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  condition  of  those  Indians  when 
they  made  the  deeds  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know ;  I  was  not  present. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  were  drunk  or 
sober  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  what  Indian  interpreters  Mr.  Bent- 
ley  had? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not. 

Senator  Citrtis.  ^Miat  interpreters  have  you  had,  or  did  you  have, 
when  you  talked  to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Ives.  None. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  a  regular  Indian  interpreter  in  your 
employ  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  A\Tiat  Indian  interpreter  did  you  usually  eniploy? 

Mr.  R-ES.  I  did  not  emplov  any.  I  did  not  talk  to  any  Indians 
except  the  ones  who  could  talk  English. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  employed  interpreters  for  Mr.  Bentley, 
have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  I\TE8.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  employed  one. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Bentley  ask  you  to  send  him  an  inter- 
preter at  any  time  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir ;  never.  The  only  time  I  have  ever  sent  anybody 
or  asked  anybody  to  go  any  place— ^and  he  was  not  going  as  inter- 
preter— ^was  last  winter  when  I  went  to  see  Joe  AVhipple  to  see  if  he 
would  go  to  Washington  if  subpoenaed  by  wire. 

Senator'  Curtis.  Did  you  not  see  about  Shawnee  going  down  to 
Mexico  for  Mr.  Bentlev  ? 

Mr.  I^'ES.  Yes,  sir;  t  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  wired  you  to  send  Shawnee  down,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  what  capacity  was  he  to  go? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  was  to  go  as  interpreter — that  was  a  mistake 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  see  if  you  can  not  think  of  some  other  case. 
Did  you  not  send  Mack  Johnson  down  once  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  can  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  ask  him  to  ffo? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  remember  ever  asking  Mack  Johnson  to  go. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  to  Washington  last  winter? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  there  any  controversy  or  have  there  been  any 
deeds  i&led  to  ease  these  seven  allotments  you  people  had,  and  if  so. 
upon  how  many  different  tracts? 

Mr.  Ives.  At  least  three,  I  believe. 

Senator  Curtis.  The.se  tracts  that  they  have  those  deeds  on  were 
deeded  to  you,  were  they  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  Two  to  me  and  one  to  Mrs.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  about  that  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Bentley, 
did  you  handle  that,  too? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  handled  that;  however,  Mrs.  Bentley  has  a  contract 
similar  to  the  one  I  signed  with  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  a  copy  of  your  contract? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  a  copy  of  Mrs.  Bentley's  contract? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  a  copy  in  blank ;  it  was  never  signed. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  regard  to  these  transactions,  those  under  the 
act  of  June  21,  1906,  have  you  a  written  contract  with  reference  tf^ 
them — a  statement  that  vou  held  them  in  trust? 

Mr.  I\t:s.  They  are  all  in  the  same  contract. 
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Senator  Curtis.  They  signed  two  separate  papers,  did  they;  you 
did  not  handle  the  two  together,  did  you? 

Mr.  Ives.  They  are  all  under  one  contract;  the  second  deeds  were 
taken  under  the  late  law. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  addition  to  what  you  had  the  first  time,  why 
did  you  take  the  second  deed? 

Mr.  IvBS.  Because  there  had  been  so  much  trouble  raised  that  I 
thought  the  second  one  would  settle  all  dissatisfaction. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  may  state  to  the  committee  if  you  leased  any 
of  your  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  leases  have  you  made  on  this  land  that 
you  hold? 

Mr.  Ives.   I  can  not  tell  you  exactly 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  had  any  trouble  in  leasing  this  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  lately. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  trouble  have  you  had? 

Mr.  Ives.  Mr.  Thackery  has  been  notifying  all  the  lessors  to  paj 
all  tlie  lease  money  to  him  and  to  no  one  else,  that  he  would  hold  it 
in  his  possession  until  the  controversy  over  the  titles  was  settled 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  he  taken  that  position  with  reference  to  the 
first  seven  allotments? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  attacked  those  under  the  act  of  June,  1006.  There 
is  one  case  we  had  here;  the  Indian's  name  is  Ta-na-neah.  Mr. 
Bentley  got  the  dex»d  sometime  after  the  passage  of  this  act  of  1906, 
and  there  was  an  approved  lease  running  to  the  1st  of  January,  1908, 
and  the  man  was  very  anxious  to  sell,  and  I  foolishly  bought  it  with- 
out intending  to.  I  had  trouble  renting  the  land,  and  after  I  bought 
it  I  could  not  get  anvonc  to  take  it  until  late  in  the  season,  and  I 
was  to  get  a  share  of  the  crop  ^own  on  it.  According  to  the  approved 
lease  the  Indian  should  receive  $50  a  year  for  it.  I  have  not  yet 
collected  the  rent,  and  the  renters  were  notified  by  Mr.  Thackery's 
office  to  pay  the  money  to  him;  that  unless  it  was  paid  to  them  they 
would  attach  the  crop!  They  came  here  and  demanded  that  I  pay  the 
entire  amount  to  Mr.  Thackery.  I  told  them  I  did  not  recognize  Mr. 
Thackery's  authority  in  the  matter ;  that  I  would  pay  the  $50  to  the 
Indian,  and  I  am  now  ready  to  pay  the  money  to  the  Indian  allottee 
and  not  to  Mr.  Thackery,  until  the  court  decides  I  should  do  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  had  any  trouble  about  any  other  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir.  I  also  had  some  trouble  in  one  section  of  four 
minors'  land.  I  got  a  lease  through  Mr.  Bentley  from  the  guardian 
of  the  child,  and  there  was  a  lease  approved  by  the  Indian  Office 
several  months  after  my  lease  went  on  record. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  understand  that  if  we  want  information  upon 
this  matter  of  money  transaction,  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  the 
Indians,  and  the  whole  matter,  we  nmst  go  to  Mr.  Bentley  for  it  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  my  account  there  shows  everything  that  I  have 
collected  and  everything  I  have  paid  out,  with  the  exception  of  $70, 
which  I  have  checks  for. 

The  Chairman.  A^liich  you  added  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  I  ad^ed  at  the  bottom. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  did  not  claim  to  hold  this  land  against 
the  Indians  at  any  time  ? 

Mr.  Iyes,  I  dui  not. 
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The  Chairman.  If  the  real  Indian  who  owns  the  land  should  come 
back  and  ask  for  it,  you  will  let  him  have  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  tnought  many  times  that  I  would  be  glad  if  they 
all  had  it  back. 

The  Chairman.'  Sav,  for  instance,  an  Indian  who  is  in  Mexico  for 
whom  you  have  a  deed  in  trust  should  come  back  and  ask  for  his  deed, 
what  would  you  do  with  it  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  If  he  came  back  and  wanted  to  stay,  I  presume  I  would 
give  it  back  to  him. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  would  you  do  it  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  would  do  it. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  invited  any  of  them  to  come  back  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  not. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Bentley  has? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  ever  order  I-nis-kin  off  of  her  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Who  is  she  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  She  is  Mack  Johnson's  wife. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  a  deed  for  her  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  willing  that  she  should  continue  to  stay 
on  that  place? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  am. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  made  no  effort  to  disposse^  her? 

Mr.  Ives.  Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  I  can  have  the  privilege  of  examining  that  account 
I  will  shorten  my  examination  or  the  witness  in  the  morning. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused  until  to-morrow. 

FKANK  A.  THACKERY,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified 
as  follows: 

Senator  Curtis.  Wliere  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Thagkery.  I  live  2  miles  south  of  Shawnee. 

Senator  CirRxis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  county? 

Mr.  Thagkery.  Since  September,  1901. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  official  position  do  you  hold  ? 

Mr.  Thagkery.  I  am  superintendent  and  special  disbursing  agent 
for  the  Shawnee,  Pottawatomie,  and  Kickapoo  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  official  position  did  you  hold  before  that 
time?  • 

Mr.  Thagkery.  The  Kickapoos  and  the  Big  Jim  band  of  Absentee 
Okla. — the  Riverside  school. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  came  from  there  here? 

Mr.  Thagkery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  had  been  the  agent  prior  to  your  appoint- 
ment here? 

Mr.  Thagkery.  Mr.  Lee  Patrick  and  Mr.  Bentley;  their  work  was 
combined. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  virtually  succeeded  Lee  Patrick  and 
Bentley? 

Mr.  Thagkery.  Apparently  not  Lee  Patrick;  I  did  not  take  on 
his  work. 
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Senator  Curtis.  What  Indians  did  you  take  that  had  been  under 
the  control  of  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  Kickapoos  and  the  Big  Jim  band  of  Absentee 
Shawnees. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  you  took  possession  of  .those  Indians  did 
you  have  any  trouble  with  the  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  had,  in  a  way. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  itf 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  had  difficulty  in  having  them  do  as  I  should  like 
them  to  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Because  of  the  Mexico  proposition  being  in  their 
minds. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now  proceed  and  tell  all  about  that,  Mr.  Thack- 
ery ;  you  can  tell  it  in  your  own  way.  Tell  the  committee  in  your  own 
way  where  and  when  you  took  possession,  and  what  difficulties  were 
met  with  them,  and  who  was  responsible  for  them? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Well,  the  first  Mexico  busineas  that  I  remember 
of  hearing  about  from  the  Kickapoos  was  one  morning  at  the  office, 
when  a  number  of  them  came  over  to  see  me  and  said  that  they  had 
heard  that  I  was  going  to  steal  their  children ;  that  I  had  been  sent 
here  as  a  schoolman,  and  I  was  going  to  send  the  marshals — they 
meant  the  Indian  policeman — out  after  their  children,  and  they 
wanted  to  know  if  that  was  true.    I  told  them  it  was  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  they  say  had  told  them  that  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Some  of  them  said  that  Mr.  Bentley  had  told 
them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  who  they  were  that  told  you  that  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  One  was  Mak-tah-wa.  There  were  5  or  6  of  them ; 
I  do  not  remember  who  the  others  were.  I  informed  those  Indians 
that  I  wanted  their  children  to  go  to  school,  but  I  would  not  take 
them  without  their  permission,  and  they  went  away  satisfied,  and  in 
a  week  or  two  they  came  back 

Senator  Curtis.  The  same  Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  the  same  or  not. 
They  called  several  times. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  their  complaint  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  was  the  same  complaint. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  made  an  enort  to  take  their  children  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  put  any  child  in  school  without  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  their  parents? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  a  little  while  later  somebody  telephoned 
me  from  town  that 'a  car  was  beinc:  loaded  with  horses,  mules,  and 
wagons  and  farming  implements  to  be  shipped  to  Mexico,  and  I  came 
over  to  see  about  it,  and  found  out  that  it  was  true. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  in  charge  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  There  were  two  brothers — I  do  not  know  which 
was  in  charge ;  Williams  was  theit  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  they  represent,  or  claim  to  represent? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  that  they  claimed  to  represent  any- 
body. I  went  with  a  man  named  Martin,  who  ^tas  a  constable  here, 
down  to  the  car,  and  we  took  charge  of  the  car.    He  got  out  and 
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went  in  a  southerly  direction,  and  in  a  short  time  he  returned  with 
Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  occurred  ? 

Mr.  Thackert.  We  had  quite  a  time  there  whether  the  car  should 
be  permitted  to  go  out  or  not.  I  got  the  depot  master  to  put  the  car 
in  a  place  where  we  could  unload  the  stuff,  and  they  had  6  or  8  mules 
in  the  car. 

Senator  Ctjbtis.  Why  did  you  take  them  out  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Because  I  found  the  Government  brand  on  them; 
thev  were  Government  mules.  I  wired  the  Commissioner  about  it, 
ana  he  told  me  to  prevent  the  shipment  and  use  my  police  force  if 
necessary. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  Mr.  Bentley  say  about  the  car  going; 
who  did  he  say  the  goods  belonged  to  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  that  he  said  who  they  belonged  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  name  any  Indian  that  they  were  going  to 
be  shipped  for  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

Senatoi-  Curtis.  He  did  not  say  he  was  shipping  them  himself, 
did  he? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cuims.  In  whose  name  was  the  car  billed,  if  you  remem- 
ber? 

Mr.  ThackeIiy.  I  think  it  was  billed  in  the  name  of  Pah-ko-tah; 
it  might  have  been  in  the  name  of  one  of  the  Williams  boys. 

Senator  Curtis.   Did  you  see  Pah-ko-tah? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir ;  he  was  not  there.  I  think  perhaps  he  was 
just  going  to  Mexico  at  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  any  of  the  other  Indians  down  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  a  few  of  them  had  gone. 

Senator  CuftTis.  It  had  been  their  habit  to  go  back  and  forth,  has 
it  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  very  much  until  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  true  that  those  Kickapoos  have  relatives 
living  in  Mexico,  and  they  have  been  living  there  for  over  fifty  years? 

Mr.  Thackury.   I  think  that  is  true. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  going  on  a  visit, 
or  to  stay  permanently  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  understood  they  were  going  to  stay. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  you  took  this  car  you  say  the  man  the  con- 
stable went  after  was  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  returned  with  him  in  a  short  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  I  wish  you  would  state  to  the  committee 
what  passed  between  Mr.  Bentley  and  yourself. 

Mr.  THACK^ftY.  He  threatened  to  have  me  arrested  if  I  interfered 
with  the  car. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  say  it  was  his  car? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  that  he  claimed  the  car. 

Senator  Cxtrtis.  t)id  he  say  that  he  was  acting  for  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  could  not  say  that  he  said  that,  but  that  was  the 
supposition — ^that  he  was  in  charge  of  it,  at  least. 

Senatot-  Curtis.  You  say  that  you  took  6  of  the  mules  out? 

Mr.  TkACKERY.   Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cuims.  Did  the  car  go  with  them? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  It  went  on  the  next  morning,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  stop  that  car  afterwards? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  tried  to  stop  it  all  the  way  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  let  it  go  at  all  if  you  had  your  hands 
on  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Senator  Quay  went  to  see  the  Commissioner  and 
he  ordered  it  turned  loose. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  get  another  order  to  stop  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.   Not  after  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Allien  did  that  order  come  from  the  Commis- 
sioner— before  the  car  left  here  or  after  it  had  gone? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  order  to  prevent  the  shipment  came  before 
the  car  left. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  why  did  you  not  prevent  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  my  best. 

Senator  Curtis.  Could  you  not  have  stopped  it  by  bringing  suit  in 
the  name  of  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  had  no  way  of  bringing  suit  until  I  got  the 
United  States  attorney  at  Guthrie,  and  I  could  not  reach  him  m  time. 
I  sent  a  man  over  to  TTecumseh  to  have  the  papers  gotten  out;  it  was 
night. 

Senator  Curtis.  TMiere  did  you  stop  it  on  the  way  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.   At  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.   How  long  did  you  hold  it  there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know ;  two  or  three  days,  I  guess. 

Senator  Curtis.  'Then  it  was  released  on  order  of  the  Commis- 
sioner? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  other  trouble? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Of  what  kind  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  Of  any  kind  about  those  Indians  going  to  Mexico. 
The  committee  wants  all  the  facts  it  can  get  with  regard  to  these 
Indians  going  to  Mexico,  and  we  want  to  know  if  we  can  ascertain 
who  is  responsible  for  it,  what  trouble  you  have  had  about  it,  and 
everything  conected  with  it.  Is  there  anything  else  about  that  car 
and  the  mules.  You  sav  vou  held  them  two  or  three  days  at  Eagle 
Pass?  "   \ 

Mr.  Thackery.  There  is  nothing  further  that  I  know.  The  car 
contained  other  property  with  "  I.  D."  on  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  anybody  arrested  or  swear  out  war- 
rants for  their  arrest  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir ;  for  Mr.  Bentley's  arrest. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  him  arrested  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  instrumental  in  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  tried,  or  was  the  case  dismissed? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  am  not  sure  what  did  become  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  you  got  that  dispatch  you  did  not  pay  much 
attenti(m  to  it,  did  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir:  Mr.  Scothorn  had  charge  of  the  case.  I 
think  it  was  dismissed.    I  do  not  think  it  ever  came  to  trial. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  next  occurred  in  the  way  of  trouble? 

Mr.  Thackery.  There  has  been  so  much  of  it  that  really  it  has 
been  an  everyday  occurrence  almost  ever  since  I  have  been  here. 
There  are  about  300  Kickapoos  and  I  have  had  more  trouble  with 
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them,  and  they  have  occupied  more  or-mjL^time  than  all  the  other 
2,300. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  trouble  with  the  entire  300,  or  just 
a  certain  part  of  them? 

Mr.  TiiACKERY.  It  was  a  certain  part  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  portion  of  them;  how  are  they  known  or 
designated  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  is  for  the  most  part  the  band  termed  the  Kick- 
ing Kickapoos,  because  they  refused  to  accept  the  annuity  of  the  sur- 
plus land. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  are  there  of  that  band? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  about  half. 

Senator  Curtis.  We  found  about  150  in  Mexico  now.  Are  there 
any  here  who  properly  belong  to  that  band  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Of  the  Kickers?     Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  About  how  many  now  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Of  the  Kickers  that  are  here  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Probably  a  dozen. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  state  what,  if  any,  conversation  you  have 
had  with  those  Indians  about  going  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  had  a  great  many  conversations. 

Senator  Curtis.  Please  name  some  of  the  Indians  with  whom  you 
have  talked,  and  what  they  said  about  wanting  to  go  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  talked  with  Wah-pe-che-qua. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  bunch  wanted  to  go. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  they  want  to  do  with  their  lands  here; 
did  they  tell  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  they  say  about  getting  land  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Nothing,  except  that  they  wanted  to  get  to 
Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  find  any  of  them  who  said  they  did  not 
want  to  go? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  talked  with  a  great  many  who  said  they  did  not 
want  to  go. 

Senator  Curtis.  Of  those  that  are  there  now? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  talked  with  many  of  them  who  wanted  to  come 
back. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  who  are  there  now  at  this  time? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  give  us  the  names  of  some  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  George  Minor  was  one.  It  is  hard  for  me  to  re- 
member all  their  names. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  give  us  the  names  of  a  few  that  you  can  re- 
member? 

Mr.  Thackery.  George  Minor  and  Ne-pah-hah. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  Jim  Deer's  wife  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  not  remember  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  remember  any  more  now  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  there  have  been  a  good  many  of  them  that 
I  do  not  recall  as  to  their  names  at  this  time. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  any  of  them  tell  you  at  that  time  who  induced 
them  to  go  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Mr.  Bentley,  during  the  early  part  of  it,  was 
usually  referred  to  as  the  man  who  wanted  them  to  go. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  would  tell  you  that? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  Kickapoos,  generally. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  came  in  to  see  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  there  any  of  those  living  here  who  complained 
to  you  that  Bentley  and  Field  were  trying  to  get  them  to  go  to 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Ye^s,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  are  they? 

Mr.  Curtis.  Much-en -nenne. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  the  man  who  was  on  the  stand  the  other 
day  i 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  lives  here,  does  he? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Henry  Murdock  and  Joseph  Murdock. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  told  you  that  Bentley  wanted  them  to  go  to 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  was  the  inference  all  the  time,  about  going 
down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  On  the  stand  the  other  day  they  did  not  say  any- 
thing about  that,  did  they? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Henry  Murdock,  I  think,  said  something  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  one  other;  two  were  all  who  said  anything 
about  it. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  remember  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  if  you  have  had  any  other  trouble  that  you 
could  trace  to  Mr.  Bentley  with  the  Indians  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Any  trouble  about  what? 

Senator  Curtis.  About  keeping  them  here  or  getting  them  back, 
or  anything  about  it,  with  him ;  state  if  you  had  any  trouble  with  him. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  had  these  same  difficulties  or  troubles  ever 
since  I  have  been  in  office. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  by  making  a  general  statement  it  covers  the 
whole  thing,  does  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  that  you  trace  to  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Thackery.  For  the  most  part;  actually  I  have  had  little 
trouble  with  those  other  men. 

Senator  Curtis.  Which  other  men? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Mr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Garrett  and  Mr.  Jacobs. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Mr.  Chapman? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  that  they  belonged  to  the  same  party, 
did  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  the  party  that  has  been  trying  to  run  these 
Indians  out  from  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Grimes  was  his  partner,  was  he  not? 
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Mr.  Thagkery.  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  as  to  the  last  bunch ;  he 
may  have  been.  I  think  Chapman  had  something  to  do  with  taking 
that  first  bunch  that  went  before  the)'  took  any  deeds. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  the  witnesses  swear  here  that  they 
bought  seven  tickets^  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  they  were  paid  for  by  both  the  crowds  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is,  the  Russell  Johnson  people  representing 
the  one  bank,  the  Cade-Johnston  bank,  and  the  Grimes- Benson  people 
representing  the  other  bank  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  what  I  refer  to  was  the  late  party,  after  I 
had  been  appointed  the  guardian.  There  were  two  bunches  taken  pre- 
viously to  that  in  which  all  these  men  were  probably  interested. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  those  men  act?  And  give  the  names  of  the 
parties  that  you  had  trouble  with  when  they  tried  to  get  the  Indians 
out. 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  tried  to  sneak  them  out;  they  took  them  off  to 
side  stations. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  that? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Mr.  Jacobs  and  George  Kishketon  and  Mr.  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  who  else? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  connect  the  others 
with  it  directly.    They  had  Indians  that  they  were  helping  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  if  their  conduct  was  not  such  that  you  had  to 
issue  a  notice  to  them. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Bentley  ever  try  to  sneak  any  of  them  out 
and  hide  them  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  did  originally,  prior  to  that.  I  could  not  say 
that  he  has  tried  to  sneak  any  out  since  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  that  before  the  passage  of  the  bill  he 
tried  to  sneak  them  out? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Please  tell  us  when. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  could  not  give  the  date;  I  had  my  people  over 
here  watching  a  number  of  times. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  take  them  right  up  to  the  depot? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  most  of  them  got  on  at  the  depot. 

Senator  Curtis.  Openly  and  aboveboard  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  sneak  them  out  in  the  nighttime  like  the 
Grimes  people  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  that  I  know  of.  He  had  the  women  and  chil- 
dren way  down  in  the  brush  at  one  time,  so  I  was  informed,  telling 
them  to  keep  their  children  hid,  because  I  would  have  my  policemen 
down  there  to  kill  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  do  you  know  that?     Did  they  tell  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Mr.  Clark  told  me  that,  for  one. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  Joe  Clark? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  This  man  Clark  has  been  working  on  all  of  them, 
has  he? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  I  guess  he  has;  I  do  not  know  that  he  has  ever 
worked  with  the  Grhnes  people. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  hand  in  hand  with  Grimes  down  in  Mexico, 
was  he  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  not  heard  me  read  dispatches  here  in 
which  Clark's  name  has  figured  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  with  the  Grimes  crowd. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  me  read  dispatches  to  Garrett  from 
Grimes,  did  you  not,  or  Clark  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  hear  them.    I  do  not  know  just  ^ 

what  you  mean.     I  have  stated  in  a  general  way  the  difficulty  that 
has  existed  for  four  or  five  or  six  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Clark  and  Grimes  and 
that  crowd  helped  to  run  the  first  bunch  of  Indians  out  that  went  to 
Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Clark  had  anything  to  do 
with  it 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  there  with  the  Indians,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  was  down  there  afterwards,  and  may  have  been 
there  at  the  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  there  is  anything  further  that  you  desire  to 
state  with  regard  to  your  troubles  with  these  Indians  in  Mexico,  you 
may  do  so. 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  is  rather  difficult.  I  did  not  expect  to  be  called 
upon  to-night  to  make  any  statement.  We  have  a  lot  of  records  about 
it  that  cover  six  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  copies  of  those  records  that  vou  can  | 

leave  with  us  that  have  not  already  been  put  into  the  records  - 1 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir.  j 

Senator  Curtis.  Please  do  so.    You  say  you  went  to  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  left  here  some  time  in  May, 
1906. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  time  did  you  arrive  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  I  left  Shawnee  on  May  21,  1906. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  arrived  down  there  a  few  days  later? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ask  the  Department  to  send  you  to 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  suggested  it,  in  a  way;  I  do  not  know  that  I 
asked  for  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  purpose  of  your  going  there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  was  directed  to  go  there  to  assist  Mr.  Outcelt  in 
an  investigation  that  he  was  directed  to  make. 

Senator  Curits.  You  mean  George  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir.  \ 

Senator  Curtis.  What  investigation  did  he  go  there  to  make? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  went  there  to  secure  evidence  as  to  the  legality 
of  deeds  purporting  to  have  been  taken  on  seven  allotments. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  those  the  seven  that  Mr.  Ives  claims  to  have 
title  to? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  has  part  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  has  the  others? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  Do  you  mean  who  took  the  title  originally  from 
the  Indians? 

Senator  CuBns.  Yes. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  he  and  Mrs.  Bentley  had  all  of  them,  all 
of  the  seven.    Perhaps  one  was  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Everest. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Outcelt  went  down  there  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  those  transactions,  did  he? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Anid  jou  went  with  him? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  For  what  other  purpose  did  you  go  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  None. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  interpreter  did  you  take  with  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Henry  Jones. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  take  any  money  down  there  to  pay  to  the 
Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  at  the  time  I  went.  I  had  authority  to  take 
some. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  you  get  it  there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  had  my  clerk  prepare  the  roll. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  send  it  down  to  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  On  the  2d  of  June,  1906,  the  following  message 
was  sent  to  you : 

Arrested  Miirdock  and  three  other  Indians.  Murdock  was  put  to  work  on 
street  as  soon  as  Bentley  learned  he  was  employed  as  interpreter.  Bentley  made 
a  si)eech  at  camp  last  night  in  which  he  stated  that  he  would  have  every  Indian 
sent  to  Jail  who  did  not  deed  him  their  lands.  Field  is  here.  Wire  Department 
full  particulars, 

( Signed )  Outcelt. 

You  received  that  message,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  he  wire  you  about  those  Indians  being 
arrested  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  give  you  any  particular 
reason.  He  had  sent  me  up  to  Ea^le  Pass  to  take  matters  up  with 
the  Department  by  letter  and  by  wire. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  wired  him  back  at  once  to  get  Murdock  out 
of  jail,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  If  he  could ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  why  Murdock  had  been  arrested, 
except  what  the  dispatch  stated? 

Mr.  Thackery.  ^o,  sir;  the  supposition  was 

Senator  Curtis.  Whv  did  you  not  tell  him  to  get  the  other  Indians 
out? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Well,  I  suppose  the  reason  of  my  saying  that  in 
that  way  was  that  just  as  I  was  leaving  Muzquiz  to  go  to  Eagle  Pass 
Henry  Jones  went  with  me  as  interpreter  the  time  I  left  Muzquiz, 
and  Mr.  Outcelt  asked  who  he  should  get  to  take  his  place,  and  there 
were  only  a  few  there  who  could  interpret,  but  as  I  remember  it,  we 
were  going  to  the  train,  just  coming  out  of  the  hotel. 

Senator  Curtis.  Nobody  had  spoken  to  Murdock  alwnt  interpret- 
ing for  you,  had  they? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  We  were  just  starting;  as  we  were  leaving  for  the 
train,  and  as  I  was  taking  Henry  Jones,  our  interpreter,  we  ran  across 
Henry  Murdock  on  the  street  and  asked  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  agree  to  interpret  for  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  him  testify  that  he  was  there  to  in- 
terpret for  the  Grimes  crowd,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  heard  him  tastify  that  he  went  down  there  for 
that  purpose. 

Senator  Curtis.  This  dispatch  simply  says — 

Arrested  Murdock  aud  three  other  Indians.  Murdock  was  put  to  work  on 
street  as  soon  as  Bentley  learned  he  was  employed  as  an  Interpreter. 

Outcelt  does  not  say  who  he  was  employed  by,  does  he  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  inference  was  that  he  was  employed  by  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  the  inference  you  drew  from  that? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  that  man 
went  down  there  as  the  agent  and  interpreter  of  the  Grimes  people 
who  were  trying  to  rob  those  people? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  know  at  the  time  that  he  was  their 
interpreter.  I  supposed  he  had  gone  down  to  buy  land,  but  I  had  no 
idea  of  the  transaction. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  explain  this  telegram : 

wire  me  immediately  if  evei-ybody  is  all  right.     If  not,  give  particulars. 

Thackebt. 

Mr.  Thackery.  There  was  a  rumor  in  Eagle  Pass  that  there  had 
been  trouble  down  there  and  that  Mr.  Outcelt  and  a  lot  of  the  Indians 
w^ere  in  jail.     I  do  not  know  -who  all. 

•Senator  Curtis.  Xow,  Outcelt  wired  you  back  this  dispatch;  I 
wish  you  w^ould  explain  what  it  means : 

Boys  go  to  camp  tonight. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  what  he  meant  about  the  boys  going 
to  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  he  meant  Grimes  and  those  men,  do 
you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  suppose  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  knew  it  at  the  time,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  suppose  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  never  sent  that  dispatch  to  the  Department, 
did  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know.  I  think  I  turned  over  everything 
I  had. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  mean  by  "  authorities  weakening?  " 

Mr.  Thackery.  AMien  we  got  down  there  Mr.  Bentley  seemed  to  be 
in  authority. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  of  Bentley  being  in  jail,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  wired  to  come  over  there  as  soon  as  he 
was  put  in  jail? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  I  got  a  message  about  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  from? 

Mr.  Thackery.  From  Outcelt. 
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Senator  Curtis.  It  was  as  follows,  was  it  not  ? 

MuzQCiz,  June  25,  1906, 
Frank  A.  Thackeby,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex,: 

Come  at  once.  Bentley  in  jail.  Indian  held.  Take  coach  I^as  E^peranzas. 
Don't  wait  train.     Bdng  interpreter. 

OUTCELT. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  got  the  message. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  was  he  so  anxious  for  you  to  be  over  there 
if  you  wei-e  simply  down  there  assisting  him? 

Mr.  TiiACKERr.  I  suppose  he  wanted  me  to  assist  him.  He  thought 
the  situation  there  was  that  we  could  not  get  any  depositions.  We 
could  not  get  even  to  talk  to  the  Indians,  and  I  infer  from  the  tele- 
gram that  he  had  got  Bentley  out  of  the  way  and  could  now  go  to 
work. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  inferred  from  that  that  he  had  had  Bentley 
arrested,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  TiiACKERY.  Not  necessarily. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  tell  you  he  would  have  Bentley  ar- 
rested if  he  could? 

Mr.  TiiACKERY.  I  do  not  remember  that  he  did ;  I  do  not  think  he 
did. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  is  no  doubt  in  your  mind  that  when  he 
wired  you  that  the  boys  had  gone  to  camp  he  meant  Grimes,  Conine, 
and  Brown? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  he  referred  to  all  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  that  crowd  of  fellows  who  were  down  there 
trying  to  grab  that  land? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  he  meant  all  of  those. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  whether  or  not  you  answered 
that  dispatch? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  could  not  say  whether  I  did  or  not.  The  record 
will  show.     I  think  I  have  a  copy  of  every  message  1  sent. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  you  knew  they  were 
going  to  do  something  wrong. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  from  the  character  of  those  men 
that  they  were  going  to  rob  those  Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  Grimes  is  one  of  the  worst 
characters  in  this  country? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  know  it  then.  I  am  pretty  well  satis- 
fied that  he  has  not  treated  the  Indians  right. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  Al  Brown  had  been  a 
saloon  keeper? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  know  him  until  I  saw  him  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  understanding  with  Outcelt 
that  he  was  to  wire  you  about  those  boys  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  to  whom  he  referred  when  he  said 
"boys?" 

Mr.  Thackery.  There  were  no  other  boys  there  excepting  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  tell  him  to  wire  you  about  any  of  the  In- 
dians that  he  held  for  debts,  or  anything? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  that  I  remember. 
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Senator  Curtis.  I  see  a  dispatch  here  from  him  to  you : 
Mobawk  and  EflBe  held  for  $116.    Do  you  want  to  pay  it? 

Were  you  authorized  to  pay  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  had  no  authority. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  went  down  there  to  assist  him.  How  is  it, 
if  you  went  to  assist  him,  that  he  constantly  wired  you  about  whether 
he  should  do  this  or  that? 

^  Mr.  Thackery.  The  matter  of  payment  to  the  Indians  was  in  my 
hands.  Eiiie  and  Mohawk  wanted  to  come  home;  they  tried  to  come 
home  and  were  prevented  because  it  was  claimed  that  they  owed 
debts  there,  and  1  suppose  the  purpose  of  that  message  was  to  find 
out  whether  they  had  suiiicient  funds  to  pay  that  debt. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  authorize  him  to  furnish  any  funds 
to  pay  that?     You  wired  him  not  to  pay  it ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  think  I  wired  him  not  to  pay  it.  . 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes,  you  wired  him — 

Don*t  pay  any  debts  of  Indians  at  present.    Letter  foHows. 

You  could  not  expect  to  be  authorizing  the  payment  of  debts  until 
you  investigated  them,  could  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  telegram  from  you  dated  Eagle  Pass, 
Tex.,  June  2,  1906 : 

Yoiii?  message  forwarded  to  Washington.  I  am  ordered  to  await  further  in- 
strnctions  here.     Do  all  you  can  to  get  Murdock  out 

Why  did  you  not  wire  him  to  get  the  other  Indians  out? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Well,  I  felt  that  Murdock  had  been  put  in  bv  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Bentley  because  Bentley  knew  that  we  had  employed 
him,  and  because  of  our  having  employed  him  we  were,  in  a  measure, 
responsible  for  having  him  put  in  jail,  and  therefore  we  should  get 
him  out. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  Mr.  Thackery,  while  you  were  down  there, 
you  wired  urging  that  this  Indian  bill  be  vetoed,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  occurred  down  there  to  make  you  wire  that? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  was  convinced  that  the  Indians  were  going  to 
lose  their  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTio  did  you  think  would  get  it  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Those  men  who  were  there,  all  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whsit  had  they  done  that  would  indicate  to  you  by 
that  time  that  they  intended  to  get  that  land? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Well,  from  my  general  knowledge  of  the  Indians  I 
knew  that  any  purchaser  going  down  there  to  buy  land  would  go  there 
to  get  it  as  cHeaply  as  they  could  and  that  the  Indians  would  get  little 
or  nothing  for  it,  and  what  he  did  get  would  not  last  long. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  not  seen  members'  of  that  party  that 
Grimes  and  his  people  brought  up  there  first  at  Eagle  Pass ;  you  were 
there  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  had  those  Indians  drunk,  had  they  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  say  that  they  had.  I 
saw  some  drunk. 
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Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  the  crowd  that  made  the  deeds  there,  the 
first  time  to  Mr.  Grimes  and  his  people,  were  drunk  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  some  of  them  were. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  Mr.  Outcelt  was  down  there  quite  a  long 
time,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  At  Muzquiz ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  was  wired  to  come  home  several  times,  was  he 
not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  happened  after  I  came  back. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  appealed  to  you  once  to  get  him  to  stay  down 
there  longer,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  recollect  it  now ;  he  might  have  done  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Outcelt  said,  in  a  dispatch,  dated  July  21, 1906,  to 
you: 

Can  get  through  In  a  week.    Talk  to  Embry  and  Scothorn. 

You  received  that,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Embry  and  Mr.  Scothorn? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  probably  I  talked  to  them  over  the  phone 
about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  write  them  to  let  him  stay  there  longer? 
There  had  been  no  results  from  his  work  down  there  at  that  time,  had 
there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  think  he  had  made  his  report.  I  do  not 
know  what  evidence  he  had  taken.  I  was  in  Muzquiz  very  little  of 
the  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  state  to  this  committee  what  trouble  you  had 
down  there. 

Mr.  Thackery.  What  trouble? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes ;  when  you  went  out  to  the  camp.  Who  went 
out  and- what  trouble  had  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Mr.  Outcelt  and  I  stopped  in  Eagle  Pass  on  the 
way  down  two  or  three  days,  and  then  we  took  the  train  with  Henry 
Jones;  he  was  with  us  at  the  time,  and  we  left  Henry  at  Barroteran, 
and  we  went  on  to  Monclova  to  investigate  the  land-office  records  and 
find  out  whether  there  was  anv  title  of  record  in  the  name  of  the  In- 
dians or  Mr.  Bentley  or  anybody  connected  with  the  Indians.  We 
were  there  three  or  iFour  days,  and  then  we  returned  and  went  out 
from  Barroteran  to  Muzquiz.  I  think  that  evening  we  called  to  pay 
our  respects  to  the  jefe  politico,  to  tell  him  our  mission  there  and  ask 
his  assistance,  but  he  had  gone. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  refer  to  Guajardo,  do  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  gone,  and  we  went  fishing  that 
evening.     I  think  to  a  little  lake  near  the  town. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  go  to  the  Indian  camp,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  not  that  night;  I  think  it  was  not  that 
night.  The  next  morning  I  think  we  went  back  to  the  lake;  there 
was  nothing  to  do,  and  we  did  not  care  to  begin  our  work  until  we 
had  seen  Guajardo,  and  the  next  day  some  of  the  Indians  came  in, 
and  some  of  those  Oklahoma  men  were  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  the  Grimes  crowd  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  the  Grimes  men.  We  greeted 
each  other  and  talked  about  the  situation  a  little. 
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Senator  Curtis.  What  did  they  tell  you  they  were  there  fori 

Mr.  Thackery.  To  buy  land;  and  we  gradually  talked  on  about 
the  way  we  had  spent  the  time  since  we  Had  arrived  there,  that  we 
had  been  out  to  the  lake  fishing  and  swimming,  and  they  said  there 
was  a  lake  out  near  the  camp  where  there  was  lots  of  fishing.  The 
Indians  told  us  about  catching  fish  there.  I  think  this  was  the  next 
morning,  as  I  remember  it,  and  Mr.  Outcelt  suggested  that  we  go 
out;  we  had  our  guns  with  us  and  had  been  shooting;  the  water  was 
clear  and  we  shot  some  fish.  We  had  fishing  tackle  along  also.  Mr. 
Outcelt  and  I  said  we  would  drive  out,  ana  we  tried  to  get  a  team, 
but  did  not  find  any  on  the  street  and  looked  around  a  block  or  two  / 
and  there  was  none  in  sight ;  it  was  along  in  the  hot  part  of  the  day, 
and  they  did  not  seem  to  oe  around — in  the  morning  there  are  usually 
plenty  of  them  around  in  the  streets.  There  was  two  of  those  Grimes 
men — I  am  not  positive  which  ones;  I  think  Doctor  Beatty  and  Al 
Brown — who  said  they  were  just  driving  out,  and  if  w^e  cared  to  we 
could  drive  out  with  them,  and  we  rode  out  with  them  to  the  camp ; 
we  drove  through  the  camp — I  do  not  think  now  that  we  got  out  m 
the  camp,  but  w^e  drove  out  to  the  edge  of  the  camp — and  there  the 
Mexican  who  took  us  out»  unhitched.  I  greeted  all  of  the  Indians, 
shook  hands  with  them,  and  we  went  on  out  and  went  down  to  the 
lake  where  the  fish  were  expected  to  be. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  that  time  had  you  authority  to  pay  the  Indians 
lease  money? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  it  in  the  same  letter  that  authorized 
me  to  go  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^\Tiy  did  you  not  tell  those  Indians  at  that  time 
that  you  had  lease  money? 

■Mr.  Thackery.  I  did;  I  told  all  of  those  who  asked  me.  ^ 

Senator  Curtis.  "Wliere  did  you  tell  them  you  would  pay  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  At  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  Yow  did  not  tell  them  to  come  to  Eagle  Pass?   . 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir.    We  went  to  the  lake  and  fished  around" 
there  until  3  or  4  o'clock — in  fact  we  stayed  there  until  nearly  dark; 
then  we  came  back  to  the  camp  and  some  of  the  Indians  invited  us 
to  take  supper  with  them. 

Senator  Curtis.    Do  you  remember  which  ones? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  took  supper  with  Ah-che-che,  and  I  think  the 
others  ate  at  another  camp.  On  my  way  back  I  met  Wahpachchequa, 
and  he  said  we  must  go  l>ack  to  Muzquiz,  that  they  didn't  want  us 
out  there,  and  I  asked  him  by  what  authority,  and  he  said  it  was 
Guajardo's  order.  We  were  unable  to  find  out  whether  the  order  came 
from  Bentley  or  Guajardo. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Mr.  Bentley  there  that  night? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  didn't  see  him.  The  men  there  finally  satisfied 
us  that  the  order  had  come  from  Guajardo,  and  we  made  preparations 
to  go  back.  * 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  anv  of  the  Indians  talk  to  you  while  you 
were  fishing,  or  did  you  call  on  any  of  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  you  did  or  did  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 
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Senator  Cubtis.  You  say  that  you  were  satisfied  the  order  came 
from  Guajardo,  how  did  you  know  that  i 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  policemen  told  me;  they  told  us  that  Guajardo 
was  back  of  the  order.  The  reason  why  I  was  inclined  to  question 
the  order  was  because  Henry  Jones,  who  received  the  first  notice  to 
go  away,  said  he  saw  an  order  signed  bv  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  that  order? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  go  back  to  the  camp  after  that,  did 
you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  think  I  went  back ;  I  went  to  Eagle  Pass 
the  next  day. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  the  time  you  returned  to  the  camp  the  second 
time,  was  Outcelt  and  the  boys  permitted  to  visit  the  camp  at  that 
time? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  they  were. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  that?  It  was  after  you  received  that 
dispatch,  wasn't  it  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  you  went  back  there  did  you  go  up  to  the 
'  camp  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  believe  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  didn't  you  go  out  to  see  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Most  of  them  were  in  town  at  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  them  any  lease  money? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  I  did ;  the  books  will  show  that.  As  far 
as  I  can  remember  it  seems  to  me  that  three  or  four  received  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  was  Mr.  Bentley  when  you  were  there  that 
time? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  heard  he  was  in  jail;  I  did  not  see  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhat  did  Outcelt  say  about  him  being  in  jail  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  said  that  some  of  the  Indians  had  complained 
about  him. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  You  said  something  about  Mr.  Bentley 's  influ- 
ence; what  do  you  mean  by  that? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  was  our  feeling  that  Mr.  Bentley  and  Mr.  Field 
had  prevented  our  investigation. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  talk  any  about  those  people  buving  land 
there?  / 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  agree  to  do  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  We  did  not  agree  to  do  a(^y thing;  we  advised  the 
Indians  not  to  sell  to  anybody. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  not  paying  them 
any  money;  didn't  he  claim  he  was  trading  their  land  for  land  in 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  hear  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  any  of  those  Indians  any  lease 
money  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  paid  Steve  Mohawk  his  lease  money. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  you  see  the  record  that  gave  an  account  of  a 
hearing  by  Mr.  Bentley  before  the  Senate  committee  giving  a  full 
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statement  as  to  the  exchange  of  Oklahoma  lands  for  Mexican  land — 
did  you  read  that  before  you  went  down  there? 

Air.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir.  My  understanding  was  that  he  had 
bought  this  land  for  the  price  named  in  the  dee<£  and  that  was  to  be 
invested  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  know  that  old  sick  woman,  Kah-ke-ne- 
peah;  what  was  her  actual  condition? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Nearly  dead  with  consumption. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  true  that  she  was  in  such  bad  condition 
that  she  could  not  do  anything  but  hobble  around. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  true. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  she  in  any  kind  of  condition  to  make  a  deed 
to  anybody? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

At  this  point  the  subcommittee  took  a  recess  until  8  o'dock  p.  m* 

Your  committee  before  proceeding  to  take  testimony,  addressed  the 
following  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State,  to  wit: 

United  States  Senate, 
Washington,  D,  C,  October  19,  1907.    . 
Hon.  Eh.iHu  Root, 

Secretary  of  State. 

Deab  Sib  :  Under  Senate  resolution  No.  261  of  the  second  session  of  the  Fifty- 
ninth  Congress,  a  subcommittee  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  AlTairs  has  been 
authorized  to  visit  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  and  certain  points  in  Mexico  in  order  to 
"  ascertain  all  the  facts  with  reference  to  the  affairs  of  the  Mexican  Kickapoo 
Indians." 

In  connection  with  this  Investigation,  I  consider  it  very  important  that  the 
State^  Department  telegraph  the  Mexican  authorities,  asking  for  copies  of  all 
telegrams  having  reference  to  Kickai>oo  matters  which  were  sent  frdln  Muzquiz 
by  George  Outcelt,  Agent  Frank  A.  Thackery,  W.  L.  Chapman,  L.  C.  Grimes, 
or  Al.  Brown,  or  received  at  that  office  by  the  above-named  parties  or  their 
associates  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1906. 

The  State  Department  should  also  request  that  the  officials  of  Mexico  give  to 
the  committee  all  possible  aid  in  securing  the  attendance  of  such  witnesses  as 
the  committee  may  desire,  and  further,  that  they  give  aid  and  assistance  gen- 
erally to  the  end  that  the  investigation  may  be  a  complete  and  satisfactory  one. 

I  am  chairman  of  the  subcommittee  consisting  of  Senators  La  Follette,  Curtis, 
and  myself,  and  we  will  have  with  us  at  least  two  representatives  of  the 
Sergeaut-at-Arms  office,  and  it  will  undoubtedly  be  necessary.  In  order  that  we 
receive  proper  recognition  by  the  Mexican  officials,  that  you  take  such  steps 
as  are  customary  in  the  premises. 

As  we  leave  for  Eagle  Pass  about  the  28th  of  this  month  and  will  probably 
arrive  at  Muzquiz  within  a  week  or  ten  days  from  that  time,  I  have  made  the 
above  suggestion  that  the  communications  with  the  Mexican  Government  be 
by  telegraph,  and  that  the  copies  of  the  telegrams  requested  be  delivered  to  the 
committee  or  its  representative  at  Muzquiz. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  M.  Teller,  Chairman. 

And  received  the  following  communication  in  reply  thereto,  to  wit: 

No.  780.1  Amkbican  Embassy, 

Mexico,  November  11,  1907. 
To  the  honorable  the  Secbetaby  of  State, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  Continuing  my  Xo.  772,  of  November  5,  with  regard  to  the  Kickapoo 
land  investigation,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  note  from  the  for- 
eign office  informing  me  that  the  retpiest  that  certain  telegrams  be  shown  the 
committee  has  been  granted  and  the  orders  necessary  for  this  purpose  sent 
to  the  local  authorities. 
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On  receipt  of  this  note  I  telegraphed  as  follows : 

**  Mexico,  D.  F.,  November  9,  1907. 
**  Secbetabt  of  State, 

"  Washington,  D.  C: 
•    "  Your  telegram  of  the  25th.    Mexican  Government  has  ordered  federal  tele- 
graph office  Musquiz  to  furnish  Senatorial  Ojmmission  telegrams  mentioned 
by  you. 

"  COOLTDGE." 

I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  my  note  of  acknowledgment  and  thanks. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Gardner  Coolidoe, 

Charge  d' Affaires  ad  interim. 


[Translation.] 

(Inclosure  2  in  No.  780.) 

Mr.  Mariscal  to  Mr,  Coolidge, 

Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

Mexico,  November  6,  1901, 
Mr.  Charo£  d'affaires  : 

Referring  to  your  note  relative  to  the  matter  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  another  note  addressed  to  me 
by  the  department  of  communication  bearing  upon  the  same  subject. 
I  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

IQNO.  Mariscal. 
Mr.  John  Gardner  Coolidge, 

Charge  d'' Affaires  ad  interim  of  the  United  States  of  America, 


[Translation.] 

(Inclosure  4  in  No.  780.) 

Department  of  communication  to  the  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 

Department  of  Communication  and  Public  Works,  Mexico. 
In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  American  embassy  mentioned  in  your 
note  No.  775,  dated  the  29th  of  October  last,  issued  by  the  bureau  of  America, 
Asia,  and  Oceanica,  and  also  in  the  two  inclosures  that  came  with  it  the  neces- 
sary orders  have  been  given  to  the  federal  telegraph  office  at  Muzquiz  to  the 
end  that  it  may  be  preparing  copies  of  the  telegrams  that  may  have  been  trans- 
mitted during  the  year  1906  relative  to  the  matter  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians, 
signed  or  addressed  by  and  to  George  Outcelt,  Agent  Frank  A.  Thackery,  W.  L. 
Chapman,  L.  C.  Grimes,  and  A.  li.  Brown ;  to  the  end  also  that  said  telegrams 
may  be  consulted  by  the  Senate  committee  of  the  United  States  of  America  upon 
its  arrival  to  said  city  of  Muzquiz,  and  in  order  that  the  committee  may  be 
given  a  copy  of  said  documents,  if  requested,  for  which  a  receipt  should  be  ex- 
tended. I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  this  to  you  in  reference  to  your  note  and 
assure  you  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

(Signed)  Fernandez. 

Mexico,  November  4,  1907, 
To  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  City, 
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(Inclosure  5  in  No.  780.) 

Mr.  Coolidge  to  Mr.  Mariscal. 

F.  O.  No.  208.]  American  Embassy, 

Mexico,  November  9,  1907. 

His  Excellency  Ignacio  Mariscal, 

Minister,  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Minister:  I  have  recelve<l  Your  Elxcelleiicy's  polite  note  of  November  6 
inclosing  a  dispatch  from  the  department  of  communications  stating  that  copies 
of  certain  telegrams  transmitted  through  the  federal  office  at  Muzquiz  will  be 
prepared  for  the  benefit  of  the  Senate  committee  which  is  inquiring  into  mat- 
ters concerning  the  Kickapoo  Indians. 

In  reply  I  desire  to  exi)res8  the  thanks  of  my  Government  to  Your  Excellency, 
and  through  Your  Excellency  to  the  department  of  communications,  for  this 
courteous  assistance,  which  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Commission,  help- 
ing it  to  accomplish  successfully  the  work  which  it  has  in  hand. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  Your  Excellency  the  assurance 
of  my  high  consideration. 

John  Gardner  Coolidge, 

Charge  d' Affaires  ad  interim. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  the  above  communication  from  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  State,  the  representatives  of  your  committee  se- 
cured from  the  telegraph  authorities  in  Mexico  the  following  dis- 
patches; each  copy  of  which  was  properly  certified  and  stamped  by 
the  operator: 

(1) 

MusQUiz,  June  i,  1906. 
Frank  A.  Thackery,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex,: 
Mohawk  and  Effie  held  for  $116.    Do  you  want  to  pay  it? 

[SEAL.]  G.  A.  OUTCELT. 

(2) 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  via  Diaz,  June  2,  1906. 
George  Outcelt,  Musquiz: 
Do  not  pay  any  debts  of  Indians  at  present.    Letter  follows. 
[seal.]  Thackery. 

(3) 

Musquiz,  June  2,  1906. 
Frank  A.  Thackery,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 

Arrested  Murdock  and  three  other  Indians.  Murdock  was  put  to  work  on 
street  as  soon  as  Bentley  learned  he  was  employed  as  an  interpreter.  Bentley 
made  a  speech  at  camp  last  night  in  which  he  stated  that  he  would  have  every 
Indian  sent  to  jail  who  did  not  deed  him  their  land.  Field  is  here.  Wire  De- 
partment full  particulars. 

[seal.]  Outcelt. 

(4) 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  via  Diaz,  June  2,  1906. 
Outcelt,  Musquiz: 

Your  message  forwarded  to  Washington.  I  am  ordered  to  wait  further  in- 
structions here.    Do  all  that  you  can  to  get  Murdock  out. 

[seal.]  Thackery. 

(5) 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  via  Diaz,  June  5, 1906. 
George  Outcelt,  Musquiz: 
Forward  my  mail  here;  expect  definite  instructions  soon. 
[seal.]  Thackery. 
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(6) 

C.  PoRFiRio  Diaz,  June  J,  J906, 
A.  T.  Brown,  Musquiz: 

How  long  shall  hold  Henry?    Sent  his  folks  home.    Do  you  need  me?  Answer 
here.    Send  mail  sure  to-day. 

Russell  Johnson. 

(7) 

Musquiz,  June  7,  li)06. 
First  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 
Johnson,  Beaty,  Graham,  Murdock.    CJome  on  first  train.    Answer. 
[SEAL.]  A.  T.  Brown. 

(8) 

C.  PoRFiRio  Diaz,  via  Diaz,  June  7,  1906, 
George  Outcelt,  Hotel  Central,  Musquiz: 

Wire  me  immediately  if  everybody  is  all  right.    If  not,  give  particulars. 
[seal.]  Thackery. 

(9) 

Musquiz,  June  7,  J 906. 
Frank  A.  Thackery,  C\  P,  Diaz: 

Yes.    Authorities  weakening.     Boys  go  to  camp  to-night. 

[seal.]  Outcelt. 

m) 

Musquiz,  June  8,  J906. 
Russell  Johnson,  C/P,  Diaz: 

Can't  explain  over  wire;  previous  orders  countermanded,    ^o  danger  of  ar- 
rest.   We  are  in  camp  with  all  privileges.    Want  bring  Murdock. 

[SEAL.]  A.  T.  Brown. 

(11) 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  via  Diaz,  June  7,  1906, 
A.  T.  Brown,  Musquiz: 

Russell  Johnson,  Graham,  and  two  Indian  boys  are  here.    Beaty  left  today 
for  home. 

[seal.]  E.  H.  Schmidt. 

(12) 

C.  PoRtiRio  Diaz,  June  8,  1906, 
A.  T.  Brown,  Musquiz: 

Telegram  received  too  late  for  yesterday's  train.     Wire  situation  In  detail. 
Henry  won't  return.    Can  bring  Willie.    Answer  Diaz. 

Russell  Johnson. 
(13) 

Musquiz,  June  9,  1906. 
Russell  Johnson,  Eagle  Pass  Tex.: 
Come  at  once.    Bring  Henry  and  Willie.     Everything  right.    Answer. 
[seal.]  L.  C.  Grimes. 

(14) 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  via  Diaz,  June  12,  1906. 
George  Outcelt,  Musquiz: 
To-day's  paper  reports  that  Senate  accepted  conference  rei>ort  on  Indian  bill. 
[SEAL.]  Thackery,  Superintendent. 

(15) 

Musquiz,  June  IS,  1906. 
Oklahoma  National  Bank,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Wire  First  National,  Eagle  Pass,  two  hundred  for  my  credit. 
[SEAL.]  A.  T.  Brown. 

(16) 

Musquiz,  June  13,  1906. 
First  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 

Send  draft  for  balance  of  that  two  fifty ;  also  mall. 

Russell  Johnson. 
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(17) 

MusQUiz,  June  16,  1906. 
First  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass,  Tew,: 

Wired  home  Thursday  for  $200.  If  there,  wire  one  hundred  here  quick. 
Answer. 

[SEAL.]  A.  T.  Bbown. 

(18) 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  via  Diaz,  Jvne  19,  1906. 
Dr.  R.  C.  Ck)NiNE,  Musquiz: 

Bill  In  hands  of  President.  Bentley  is  here.  Get  passport  for  Indians  you 
bring.    When  do  you  start? 

Russell  Johnson. 

(19) 

Barboteban,  via  Diaz,  June  20,  1906. 
R.  C.  Conine,  Musquiz: 

Ludlow  and  Bentley  taken  Indian  away  from  me.  Officer  taken  him  from 
them.    Can  president  come?    Answer. 

[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Grimes. 

(20) 

Washington,  via  Mexico,  June  21,  1906. 
Martin  T.  Bentley,  Musquiz: 

President  has  approved  Indian  bill  and  it  is  now  a  law. 

[seal.]  M.  E.  Clapp. 

(21) 

Los  Espebanzas,  June  21,  1906. 
Abebto  Guajabdo,  Musquiz: 

Meet  me  at  station. 

[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(22) 

Musquiz,  June  21,  1906. 
A.  L.  Bbown,  C.  P.  Diaz: 

Naclm lento  needs  no  transport.  Attend  to  the  other  man  and  do  a  good  job. 
Will  leave  to-night. 

[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Gbiues. 

(23) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  June  21,  1906. 
R.  C.  Conine,  Musquiz: 

My  Indians  brought  a  Naclmlento  named  Shekithat  for  Spanish  Interpreter. 
Roman  Galan  Is  making  him  trouble  for  coming  without  permit  from  Mexican 
Government.     Get  It  and  wire  here.    Answer. 

[SEAL.]  A.  T.  Bbown. 

(24) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  June  22,  1906. 
Dr.  R.  C.  Conine,  Musquiz: 

Bill  is  signed.  Where  Is  Grimes?  Wire  ISagle  Pass  who  he  has  and  arrival 
here. 

[SEAL.]  Russell  Johnson. 

(25) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  June  23,  1906. 
L.  A.  Guajabdo,  Musquiz: 

Think  there  is  arrangements  being  made  to  take  Indians  from  camp  by  Galan 
and  Bentley.  Place  policeman  in  camp.  Will  be  there  Monday  to  sustain 
charges  made  by  Johnson  in  statement  before  court. 

[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 


/ 


APPAIBS  OP  THE   MEXICAN   KIOKAPOO  INDIANS.  1005 

(26) 

Barroteban,  via  Diaz,  June  23,  1906. 
Li.  A.  GuAJASDo»  Muaquiz: 

Will  be  at  Musquiz  to-morrow. 

[seal.]  G.  a.  Outcelt* 

(27) 

MuBQUiz,  June  25,  1906. 
Frank  A.  Thackery,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex,: 

Come  at  once.  Bentley  in  jail.  Indians  held.  Take  coach  Las  Esperanzas. 
Don't  wait  train.    Bring  interpreter. 

[seal.]  Outcklt. 

(28) 

C.  P.  Dlaz,  June  25,  1906. 
George  Outcelt,  Musquiz: 
Please  wire  if  Robert  left  there  to-day. 
[seal.]  Mrs.  R.  C.  Conine. 

(29) 

Musquiz,  June  25,  1906. 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Conine,  0.  P.  Diaz: 
No.    Bentley  in  Jail.    Indians  held.    Will  write  you. 
[seal.]  G.  a.  Outcelt. 

(30) 

Musquiz,  June  25,  1906. 

GOBERNADOR    MiGUEL    CaRDINAS,    Saltillo: 

Some  Americans  and  a  Mexican  man  make  me  trouble  by  moving  the  Indian 
camp  to  subtract  the  Indians  from  my  official  Inyestigation.  I  beg  yon,  if 
possible,  to  command  the  local  authorities  to  help  me  in  legal  way  in  my  work. 

[seal.]  G.  a.  Outcelt, 

Aasistani  United  States  Attorney. 

(31) 

Saltillo,  June  25,  1906. 
G.  A.  Outcelt, 

Assistant  United  States  Attorney,  Musquiz: 
Your  message  noted.     Am  already   instructing  political  authority  of  that 
place  to  proceed  in  case  to  which  you  refer  in  legal  terms. 
The  Governor. 

Miguel  Cardenas. 
This  is  a  copy. 

[SEAL.]     ' 

(32) 

Esperanzas,  June  25,  1906. 
L.  A.  GuAJARDO,  Musquiz: 

Am  informed  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  arrested  yesterday  upon  arriving  at 
Musquiz  and  is  in  jail.  Will  thank  you  to  advise  me  what  he  is  accused  of  and 
if  he  has  infringed  any  Mexican  law. 

Eduardo  Ludlow. 
This  is  a  copy. 

[SEAL.] 

(33) 

Musquiz,  June  25,  1906. 
B.  Ludlow,  Esperanzas: 

Bentley  is  not  in  jaiL  Can  tell  you  nothing  r^arding  him,  because  his  mat- 
ter pertains  to  the  judicial  reserve. 

B.  T.  P. 

L.  A.  GUAJARDO. 

Copy  of  original  at  official  request. 

[SEAL.] 

18929— vol  2-07 ^20 


1006  APFAIRS  OF   THE   MEXICAN   KIGKAPOO  INDIANS. 

'  MuBQUiz,  Jvne  25,  1906. 
Governor  Lie.  Miguel  Cabdenas,  Saltillo: 

88  80  18  99  le  11  33  86  is  19  70  10  30  accused  criminally  for  82  18  88  98  l6 
83  30  of  having  obligated  him  by  night  and  pounding  him  between  three  to 
^  88  35  84  as  35  le  10  30  34  82  44  in  19  70  unlcnown. 

Accusation  supported  by34308483if30  18  3390  70  33848035  43  3433 
18  70  brought  suit  88  80  18  19  le  11  work  33  30  84  73  98  72  to  33  18  11.  Lud- 
low for  removing  all  the  34  33  84  89  73  84  in  19  30  83  98  10  83  30  to  withdraw 
(him  or  it)  from  all  investigation  85  83  Commissioners  33  84  80  35  83  34  33 
18  30  45  negotiate  permanence  83  98  90  43  30  85  to  round  out  investigation  I 
ask  you  to  advise  me  if  I  shall  assist  them. 

L.  A.  GUAJABDO. 

Copy. 
[Seal.] 

(35) 

Saltillo,  June  25, 1908, 
Jefe  Politico  L.  A.  Guajabdo,  Musquiz: 

Conviene  70  48  35  40  34  30  98  99  70  90  73  49  75  42  90  40  98  74  43  33  para 
40  76  43  99  73  75  quejns  fundadas  i)or  una  y  otra  parte  procediendo  con  toda 
ju8tificaci6n  40  83  44  89  73  35  74  43  73  79  &S  90  73  10  teniendo  en  cuenta 
<iue  75  40  74  30  84  40  98  10  73  34  43  70  98  40  85  favor  74  30  44  43  85  43  70 
98  73  90  30  45  72  30  48  43  40  75  98  30  73  44  40  75  43  34  73  18  70  son  en 
terminos  legales. 
The  Governor: 

Miguel  Cardenas. 
Copla  a  pendimleuto  oficial. 

[SEAL.] 

(36) 

Musquiz,  June  26,  1906, 
Kn,  ScHMror, 

First  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex, 
Is  Thackery   coming  with   Interpreter?    Answer.    Where   are   other  boys? 

ISEAL.]  G.  A.   OUTCELT. 

(37) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  June  26,  1906. 
G.  A.  OuTCELT,  Musquiz: 
Answering  Schmidt's  telegram.    Everyone  left  here  last  night  for  Musquiz. 
[seal.]  Russell  Johnson. 

(38) 

Washington,  D.  C,  via  Laredo,  June  26,  1906. 
Frank  A.  Thackery,  Musquiz: 

Appropriation  act  signed  June  21  containing  Kickapoos  provision  as  hereto- 
fore advised. 

[seal.]  Larbabee,  Acting  Commissioner. 

(39) 

Musquiz,  June  26,  1906. 
J.  W.  ScoTHOBN,  Outhrie: 

Bentley  in  Jail  for  good.  Will  be  held  as  a  common  prisoner.  Have  au- 
thority to  proceed  with  investigation  without  molestation. 

[seal.]  G.  A.,Outcelt. 

(40) 

Musquiz,  June  27,  1906. 
Tiic.  JuLK)  Galindo,  Monterey: 

Come  immediately  to  represent  Bentley,  agent  KIckapoo  Indians.  Under  ar- 
rest.   Fee  and  expenses  guaranteed.    Answer  paid. 

[SEAL.]  Enbique  C.  Castellanos, 

(41) 

{Urgento.) 

MoNTEBEY,  June  27,  190^. 
X2NBIQUE  C.  Castellanos,  Musquiz: 

Wire  me  cause  of  Bentley's  arrest  and  will  decide;  urgent. 

I«KAL.]  Julio  Galindo. 
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(42) 

MusQuiz,  tFune  27,  J906. 
Lie  Jui^io  Galindo,  Monterey: 

Charged  with  fradulent  transfers  to  titles  of  lands  In  United  States;  but 
unsupported  In  preliminary  examination;  you  defend  and  prosecute.  Come 
Immediately.     Answer  paid. 

[seal.]  ENUiQrE  C.  Castellanos. 

(43) 

Monterey,  June  27,  1906 
Ensiqub  C.  Castellanos,  Musquiz: 
Am  leaving  by  to-night *s  train,  but  can  only  stay  one  day,  probably. 
[SEAL.]  Julio  Galindo. 

(44) 

MusQUiz,  June  28,  1906.  ' 
ALBSBTd  GuAJARDo,  Montcrcy: 

B.  has  Monterey  lawyer.  Long  is  taking  Interest  in  case.  He  says  action 
taken  against  Bentley  is  Illegal  and  that  Galindo  will  have  all  Indians  who 
testified  and  all  us  Americans  in  jail. 

[seal.]  Geo.  Outcei.t. 

(45) 

Monterey,  June  29,  1906, 
Geo.   a.   Outcelt, 

Care  of  R.  C.  CJonine,  Muaquiz: 
I  believe  right  if  you  telegraph  your  ambassador  In  Mexico,  telling  him  B. 
and  his  partner,   Long,  works  actively  causing  you  troubles  to  defeat  your 
investigation  and  how  they  all  are  interested  In  the  question.     I  telegraph 
to-day  judge  or  governor.     Back  next  Sunday. 

[SEAL.]  L.  A.  GUAJARDO. 

(46) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  June  28,  1907. 
L.  C.  Grimes,  Musquiz: 

Pahpahthahi>eah's  mother,  the  boy,  and  John  Pecan  came  in  with  Bonnett 
this  morning. 

[seal.]  Uussell  Johnson. 

(47) 

Musquiz,  June  29,  1906, 
W.  L.  Chapman.  C.  P,  Diaz: 

Good  prospects  tomorrow.  Indians  ready  to  come.  Defendant  holds  them 
as  witnesses.  Outcelt*s  case  looks  good.  Moore  leaves  with  Wa-pe-che-qua 
find  oth^s. 

[SEAL.]  A.  T.  Brown. 

(48) 

Saltillo,  June  29,  1906, 
Secretary  or  the  Jefatura  Politica  of  the  North 

OF  the  District  of  Monclova,  Musquiz: 
I  to-day  advise  first  judge  of  letters  of  Moilclova,  among  other  things,  the  fol- 
lotiring :  "  Believed  convenient  that  you  go  to  Musquiz  to  intervene  in  the  busi- 
ness treated  of,  assisting  commissioners  of  American  Government  regarding 
KIckapoo  Indians  in  their  investigations;  you  can  apply  to  office  of  Jefatura 
Politica,  where  are  found  antecedents  which  will  be  shown  you,  so  that  you  can 
act  In  the  case  in  accordance  with  instructions  transmitted  by  this  Govern- 
ment," which  1  advise  yoii  for  your  informtitlbn  and  can  act  Ih  accordance 
with  what  Is  transcribed. 
The  Governor. 

Copy.  Miguel  CaIidenas. 

[seal.] 

(49) 

Musquiz,  June  29,  1906, 
Governor  Miguel  Cardenas,  Saltillo: 

I  hilve  the  hdndr  to  reply  as  understood  your  telegram  of  to-day.    Your  orders 
will  be  duly  complied  with. 
Copy  of  the  original  at  official  request 
[seal.]  Amoranto  Falcon. 

Secretary. 
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(50) 

Monterey,  June  29,  1906, 
loNACio  Elizondo  Rivas,  Musquiz: 

Remit  records  Indians  Monclova.  Assist  with  all  prudence  American  com- 
missioners. 

Copy  at  official  request. 

[SEAL,]  L.   A.    GUAJAROO. 

(51) 

Monterey,  June  29,  1906, 
Amoranto  Falcon,  Musquiz: 

Ipform  me  to-day  who  have  been  formally  declared  prisoners  and  If  cause 
Bentley  was  sent  Monclova. 
Copy  at  official  request. 

[SEAL.]  L.   A.  GUAJARDO. 

(52) 

MusQUiz,  June  30,  1906. 
Governor  Miguel  Cardenas,  Saltillo: 

73  45  42  98  99  70  48  40  98  99  le  91  has  entered  into  tranquil  period  due  prudent 
intervention  judge  of  letters  arrested  48  40  98  le  91  it  was  dangerous  for  some 
distinguished  i)erw)n8  aS  42  43  08  40  45  hand  work  75  70  98  74  70  44  30  42  90 
45  73  48  40. American  commissioner  told  the  judge  he  needs  to  continue  the 
Investigation  commenced,  and  latter  is  of  opinion  that  administratively  be  given 
to  commissioners  guarantees  and  protection  necessary.  Will  -so  do  if  you  think 
conven&ent. 

The  J.  F. 

Copy. 

[SEAL.]  L.   A.  GUAJARDO. 

(53) 

Musquiz,  June  SO,  1906, 
Sefior  Lie.  Miguel  Cardenas,  Oovarnor  of  the  State,  Saltillo: 

To-day  I  arrived  here  and  intervened  in  matter  Kicluipoos.    There  does  not 
exist  67  56  14  98  09  60  98  91 17  55  07  60  97  98 ;  will  write  to-morrow. 
The  first  J.  of  L. 

I  SEAL.]  F.   VALDES   LiLANO. 

(54) 

0.  P.  Diaz,  June  29,  1906, 
W.  L.  Chapman,  Musquiz: 

Benson  wires  to  wire  him  numbers  and  price  before  buying.  Bentley,  Secre- 
tary Brown's  particular  friend,  is  here.    Come  overland. 

[SEAL.]  Russell  Johnson. 

(56) 
A.  T.  Brown,  Musquiz: 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  June  30,  1906. 
Come  on  first  train  and  bring  roll.    No  roll  here. 
[seal.]  W.  L.  Chapman. 

(56) 

Musquiz,  June  30,  1906- 
Joaquin  G.  Rodriguez,  Sahinas: 

Arrest  any  Indians  taking  train  in  Sabinas  or  passing  through,  except  group 
accompanied  by  Grimes.  I  send  this  by  permission  of  Guajardo.  Have  all 
trains  watched. 

[seal.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(57) 

Sabinas,  July  1, 1906, 
L.  A.  Guajardo,  Musquiz: 

On  train  of  to-day;  passed  party  of  Indians  accompanied  by  Grimes;  sent 
commandant  same  train. 

J.  G.  Rodriguez. 
Copy  of  the  original  at  official  request. 

[SEAL.] 
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(58) 

Urgent. 

Sabinas,  July  1,  1906, 

L.  A.   GUAJABDO: 

There  Is  no  advice  of  Bentley.  Here  is  Roman  Galan,  W.  S.  Field,  and  In- 
dian Poparnicio;  they  go  direction  of  Diaz.  The  Indian  detained,  appears  to 
know  about  the  matter  but  will  not  talk.    Give  me  Instructions. 

J.  G.  RODBIGUEZ- 

Ck>py  from  original  at  official  request 
[seal.] 

(59) 

MusQuiz,  July  1,  1906. 
Mr.  George  Grahams, 

Maverick  Hoteh  Eagle  Pass,  Tew.: 
Look  out  for  Indians.    Wire  Thackery  get  numbers  John  Pecan,  Charley 
White,  land.    Will  write  you. 

[seal.]  Clark. 

(eo) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  July  2,  1906. 
G.  A.  OuTCELT,  Hotel  Central,  Musquiz: 

Did  Robert  leave?  Tell  him  I  am  disgusted.  Will  go  San  Antonio  to- 
morrow.   Wire. 

[SEAL.]  Mrs.  R.  C.  Conine. 

(61) 

Musquiz,  July  2,  1906. 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Conine,  C.  P.  Diaz: 

Robert  leaves  to-night.  Have  been  In  court  every  day  since  saw  you.  Want 
to  see  you  and  the  babies  before  I  go  home. 

[SEAL.]  G.  A.  OUTCELT. 

(02) 

Allende,  Coah.,  July  2,  1906. 
Jefe  Politico  Alberto  Guajardo,  Musquiz: 

Bentley  will  take  to-day's  train.  I  ask  that  you  give  orders  police  of  C.  Por- 
firio  Diaz  for  his  apprehension  upon  arrival  of  train  at  station. 

[seal.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

Copy. 

(63) 

Musquiz,  July  2,  1906. 
Joaquin  G.  Rodriguez,  Sahifias: 
Note  your  message  of  to-day.    There  is  no  order  arrest  of  E.  W.  Sweeney. 
The  J.  P. 

[SEAL.]  L.  A.  Guajardo. 

Copy  of  the  original  at  official  request. 

(64) 

Sabinas,  Coah.,  July  2,  1906. 
L.  A.  Guajardo,  Musquiz: 

B.  W.  Sweeney  detained  last  night.    Released  for  lack  of  order  arrest.    Will 
leave  on  train  of  to-day  for  Eagle  Pass.    Give  me  instructions. 
[seal.]  J.  G.  Rodriguez. 

Copy  at  official  request 

(65) 

Sabinas,  July  2,  1906. 
Mr.  Geo.  Outcelt,  Musquiz: 

American  Consul  Martin  will  be  in  Musquiz  to-day.  Pamanaktha  gone  with 
us. 

[seal.]  A.  F.  Brown. 

(66) 

Musquiz,  July  2,  1906. 
Governor  Lie.  Miguel  Cardenas,  Saltillo: 

32,  25,  42,  49,  30,  the  10,  35,  30,  18,  is  known,  85,  35,  30,  88,  70  consid^able 
party,  44,  42,  the  85,  from  here  taking  them  direction  of  Rio  Bravo  six  days  ago. 
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The  10,  35,  70, 18,  is  principal  80,  86,  they  are  still  here,  watching  the  28.  They 
hide,  33,  18,  84,  82,  the  10,  33,  in  the  36,  40,  32,  33  of  the  39,  73,  10,  35,  70,  18  is 
33,  81,  83  has  ranch  82, 18,  30  from  30,  85,  the  10,  75,  30, 18  is  protector  of  the  rest 

It  is  a  long  tin^  that  those  men  live  stealing  from  one  side  to  the  other  of  the 
river.  I  can  dispose  of  two  gendarmes,  public  security.  I  have  rea^  tour  more 
to  organisfie  immediate  pursuit  15,  73,  85,  90,  33,  80,  39,  35,  43,  30  seii^lni^'  one 
competent  man  as  chief  of  party,  because  it  is  probtible  that  15,  33,  11,  73,  tha,t 
88,  33,  99,  43,  35  them  if  feels  18  peraecutipn.  Two  KicJ^poo  robbers  ig;o  accom- 
panying Mexican  robbers. 

Copy  of  the  original  at  official  request. 

L.  A.  GUAJABDO. 

(67) 

MusQUiz,  VIA  Diaz,  July  S,  1906. 
Russell  Johnson,  Eagle  Pass: 
Grimes  left  with  Ahkiskuck  Pahnahkeththo  and   Cha-cha-ko-the-wa. 
[seal.]  R.  C.  Conine, 

First  National  Bank. 

(«8) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  July  S,  1906. 
Joe  Clark,  Musquiz. 

(Care  of  Hotel  Central.) 
Since  writing  arranged  to  stay.    Bring  or  send  any  you  can  sign.    Wire  me 
prospects  care  of  Maverick.    Write  me  full  details  if  send. 

[seal.]  Geo.  Graham. 

(69) 

Musquiz,  via  Diaz,  July  4, 1906. 
Geo.  Graham,  Maverick  Hotels  Eagle  Pass: 

Grimes  Ahkiskuck,  Pahnahkeththo  on  train  tomorrow.  Land  will  sell  for 
eight  thousand.    Will  write  to-morrow. 

[seal.]  Clark. 

(70) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  July  5,  190^. 
L.  C.  Grimes  or  Dr.  A.  C.  Conine,  Muzquiz: 

Brown  Chapman  rest  start  for  Musquiz  to-night. 

[seal.]  Mr.  Russell  Johnson. 

(71) 

Musquiz,  July  5,  1906. 
Joaquin  G.  Rodriquez,  Sabinas: 

Meet  me  without  fail  to-morrow  morning. 

[seal.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(72) 

Musquiz,  via  Diaz,  July  5,1906. 
W.  L.  Chapman,  Eagle  Pass: 

Will  start  with  Wahkoquah,  Ah-che-tha-to-Qua,  Waththeckjconahah,  Keeuah- 
kothet,  Keeahthakumoqua,  Mahquoth^eck. 

A.  F.  Brown. 

(73) 

Maverick   Hotel, 
Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  via  C.  P.  Diaz,  July  5,  1906. 
A.  T.  Brown,  Musquiz: 

Opposition  secured  Indians.    Want  to  see  you  before  I  go. 
[SEAL.]  W.  L.  Chapman. 

(74) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  via  0.  P.  Diaz,  July  6,  1906. 
Geo.  Outcelt: 
Please  manifest  checks  and  pay  off  interpreter.   Mailed  to  you  at  Musqulx. 
[SEAL.]  Thaokjery,  Superintendent. 
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(75) 

Sabinas,  July  6,  190$. 
L.  A.  GuAJARpo,  Atusqvkiz: 

Stopped  group  of  Bentley  Indians.    Some  of  them  are  important  witnesses 
against  Bentley.    I  would  like  to  have  them  returned  to  Musquiz  in  charge  of 
policeman.    Joaquin  out  of  town.    I  missed  train,  but  my  Indians  went  on. 
[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(76) 

Musquiz,  July  7,  190e. 
Doctor  Conine,  SaMnas: 

(Care  Comandante  de  Policia.) 
3ee  President  about  Indians  returning.    He  has  orders.    You  will  Indicate 
them  to  him. 

[SEAL.]  L.   A.    GUAJABDO. 

(77) 

Sabinas,  July  6,  1906, 
Sr.  L.  A.  GuAJABDo,  Musquiz: 

To-day  4  Indian^  and  7  Indian  women  leave,  accompanied  by  the  Chief  M 
and  one  gendarme. 

J.  G.  Rodriguez. 
Copy  made  at  official  request. 

[SEAL.] 

(78) 

Salthjlo,  July  7,  1901$. 
Jefe  Politico,  L.  A.  Guajabjm),  Musquiz: 

Hr.  M.  Bentley  sends  message  of  yesterday,  the  following : 

"  Fifteen  American  citizens,  clients  of  mine,  have  been  prohibited  by  the 
police  without  cause,  to  leave  Sabinas,  on  the  train  without  permission  of 
Quajardo.  Would  you  have  the  kindness  to  order  that  they  be  given  liberty  to 
leave?**    Please  inform  me  what  there  is  in  the  matter. 

The  Governor.  Miguel  Cardenas. 

Copy  made  at  official  request. 

[SEAL.] 

(79) 

Musquiz,  July  8,  1906. 
Governor  Lie.  Miguel  Cardenas: 

At  request  American  commissioner  four  Indian  witnesses  were  summoned 
last  Wedne8da5r.  Instead  of  attending  they  hid,  leaving  their  camp  at  night,  ac- 
companied by  agents  and  Indian  wife  of  Bentley,  to  take  train  Sabinas.  At  re- 
quest commissioner  I  telegraphed  municipal  president  to  return  those  four  In- 
dians, and  with  them  returned  seven  women  and  children.  Commissioner  claim- 
ing that  agents  Bentley  disturb  stubbornly  his  investigation,  disseminating  the 
Indians,  threatening  them  and  hiding  them ;  have  ordered  the  advise  their  leav- 
ing to  issue  them  passes,  which  are  given  to  all  who  ask  them.  That  must  be 
permit  to  which  Bentley  refers. 

They  are  not  fifteen  American  citizens,  as  Bentley  says,  but  four  Indians  who 
were  returned  to  answer  summons  requested  by  commissioner.  Explanations 
by  mail. 

L.  A.  Guajardo. 

Copy  of  the  original  at  official  request. 

[SEAL.] 

(80) 

Saltillo,  July  9,  1906. 
Jefe  Politico,  L.  A.  Guajardo,  Musquiz: 

Have  noted  your  message  of  yesterday,  and  await  the  reports  by  mail  which 
you  advise  me. 
The  Governor.  Migxtel  Cardenas. 

Copy  made  at  request  officially. 
[seal.] 

(81) 

Musquiz,  July  11, 1906. 
Governor  Lie.  Miguel  Cardenas,  Saltillo: 

32,  35,  42,  49,  30  the  10,  35,  30,  18,  is  known,  85,  35,  30,  88,  70  party  consider- 
able 44,  42,  the  85  from  here  taking  them  direction  of  Rio  Bravo  about  six  days 
ago.  They  hide  33,  18,  84,  82  the  10,  33  in  the  36,  40,  32,  33  of  the  39,  73,  10,  35, 
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70,  18  iB  33,  81,  83  has  rancb  82,  18,  30  of  the  30,  85  the  10,  75,  30, 18  is  protector 
of  the  rest. 

For  a  long  time  those  men  have  been  living  robbing  from  one  and  the  other 
side  of  the  river.  I  can  dispose  of  two  gendarmes  public  security,  have  ready 
four  more  to  organize  immediate  persecution  15,  73,  85,  90,  33,  80,  39,  35,  43,  30 
sending  one  competent  man  as  chief  of  party  because  it  is  probable  tliat  15,  33, 
11,  73  that  88,  33,  99,  43,  35  them  if  he  feels  18  persecution.  Two  Kickapoo 
robbers  go  accompanying  Mexican  robbers. 

[SEAL.]  L.  A.    GUAJABOO. 

(82) 

Bagle  Pass,  Tex.,  July  7, 1906. 
Dr.  R.  C.  Conine,  Musquiz: 
Worromot  emocsmirg  yad  ot  lairt  gnivnh  secui^ont  dengis. 

A.  T.  Bbown. 
[Translation.] 

Signed  Ta-pa-she  having  trial  to-day.    Grimes  come  to-morrow. 

[SEAL.] 

(83) 

Musquiz,  July  8, 1906, 
A.  T.  Bbown,  Eagle  Pass: 

Oderal  ot  elbarovaf  si  sdrazah  11a  ta  stnenopo  kaerb  lliw  erutuf  rof  sepoh 
dna  stseuqer  tuarg  lliw  reve  naht  reguorts  ekud  Hew  slla  syobteg. 

R.  C.  Conine. 
[Translation.] 

Get  boys.    All's  well.    Duke  stronger  than  ever.    Will  grant  requests  and 
hopes  for  future;  will  break  opponents  up  at  all  hazards;  is  favorable  to 
Laredo. 
[seal.] 

(84) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  July  9,  1906. 
R,  C.  Conine,  Musquiz: 

Ydaets  gnihtyreve  peek  ereht  teg  ot  elbissopml  tuo  dehsaw  daor  gnimoc  si 
nampahc. 

A.  T.  Bbown. 
[Translation.] 

Chapman  is  coming.    Road  washed  out.     Impossible  to  get  there.    Keep  every- 
thing steady. 
[seal.]  Bbown. 

(85) 

MuzQuiz,  July  11, 1906. 

A.  T.  Bbown,  C.  P,  Diaz: 

Yadot  naretorrab  ot  og  sehcaoC.  snaem  Ha  yb  ereh  teg  ydobemos.  latnem- 
Irted  eb  j'am  ecnesba  deunitnoc  ruoy.  ekud  no  gnikrow  tnega  evaH.  noitis- 
oppO. 

R.  C.  Conine. 

[Translation.] 

Opposition  have  agent  working  on  duke.     Your  continued  absence  may  be 
detrimental.     Somebody  get   here  by  all   means.    Coaches  go  to   Barroteran 
to-day. 
[seal.] 

(86) 

Musquiz,  July  11,  1906. 

B.  S.  Teal,  San  Antonia,  Tex.: 

Tell  King  wait.    We  will  buy  your  place.    Go  Monday. 

[seal.]  ,  R.  C.  Conine. 
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(87) 

MusQUiz,  Julp  14,  1906. 
liic.  Francisco  Valdes  Llano,  Manclova: 

Can  you  come  Monday  and  bring  clerk  and  court  interpreter?     Tliis  is 
special  business,  and  want  you  for  legal  advice,  and  will  pay  proper  fee. 
[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(88) 

MusQUiz,  July  H,  1906, 
Caslos  Rios,  Monclova: 

Sr.  Alberto  Guajardo  passes  tbrougli  there  to-night.    Says  to  await  at  station 
without  fail.    Important  matter. 

[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

Copy  of  original  at  official  request. 

[SEAL.] 


MusQuiz,  July  16,  1906. 
Francisco  Valdes  Llano,  Monclova: 

To-morrow,  Tuesday,  alright;  come  without  fail.     Business  important  and 
urgent. 

[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(90) 

MusQUiz,  July  16,  1906. 
Fbancisco  Valdes  Llano,  Monclova: 

Have  arranged  with  driver  of  mail  coach  to  bring  you  to-morrow  from  Las 
Esperanzas. 

[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(91) 

MusQUiz,  July  16,  1906. 
Albebto  Guajardo,  Hotel  IturJtide,  Monterey: 

Please  telegraph  Caledonio  Galan  to  deliver  to  your  secretary  copy  Bentley 
deeds.    Will  not  deliver  them  without  instructions  from  you. 

[SEAL.]  ,  G.  A.  Outcelt. 

(92) 

MusQUiz,  July  18,  1906. 
L.  A.  Guajardo,  Monterey,  15  Mayo,  No.  84: 

Having  offered  you  ti\'o  days  ago,  I  delivered  copy. 

[SEAL.]  C.  Galan. 

(93) 

MusQUiz,  July  17, 1906. 
M.  P.  Brown,  22  Park  place,  Oklahoma  City: 

Have  your  bank  wire  First  National  Bank  of  Eagle  Pass  three  thousand 
dollars  to  my  credit. 

[SEAL.]  A.  T.  Brown. 

(94) 

MusQUiz,  July  18,  1906. 
First  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass: 

Express  me  to-day  two  thousand  Mexican  money. 

[SEAL.]  W.  L.  Chapman. 

(95) 

MusQUiz,  July  17,  1906. 
Ebique  J.  Olfervides,  Monclova: 

Please  see  Sostenes  Ramos  and  tell  him  to  send  me  seal  of  the  court  by  mail 
to-day. 
Copy. 
[SEAL.]  J.  Valdes  Llano. 
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MusQuiz,  July  11,  1906. 
Don  Alberto  Guajabdo, 

15  de  Mayo  No.  84,  Monterey: 
When  can  you  return?    Ajasw^r  paid. 
Copy. 
[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(97) 

MusQUiz,  July  17rl906. 
Sr.  L.  A.  GuAJABDO, 

Monterey,  15  de  Mayo,  No,  84: 
Lawyer  Valdes  Llano   arrived   to-day   expressing  desires  you   were   here. 
Matter  Indians. 

[SEAL.]  IgNACIO  E.  ^IVAS. 

Copy. 

(08) 

Musi^niz,  July  17,  190,6. 
Sr.  L.  A.  GuAJABDO, 

Monterey,  15  de  Mayo,  No.  84: 
11,  30,  42,  36,  ^,  30,  42,  98,  34,  43,  39,  and  73,  90,  36,  43,  39.  98  ee,  10,  40, 10,  48, 
40,  38,  30,  35,  40,  pro  34.  ee  10,  43,  08,  32,  far  19,  16,  40,  36  when  will  11,  30,  42, 
34,  30,  44,  40. 

[seal.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

Copy. 

(99) 

MusQuiz,  July  18,  1906. 

Sr.  L.  A.  GUAJABDO, 

Monterey,  15  de  Mayo,  No.  84: 
I  am  in  accord  with  indication  of  your  message.    I  leave  to-day  for  Monclova. 
Will  return  in  three  days. 

[SEAL.]  J.  Valdes  Ia^ho. 

Copy. 

(100) 

MusQXTiz,  July  18,  1906. 

L.  A.  GUAJABDO, 

Monterey,  15  de  Mayo,  No.  84: 
Party  Indians,  directed  by  wife,  Bentley,  and  Okema,  attempted  to  leave  to- 
day direction  of  C.  P.  Diaz,  notwithstanding  the  municipal  president  denied 
them  the  corresponding  pass.    They  were  detained  by  the  police. 

[SEAL.]  AlfABANTE  FaLCON. 

Copy. 

(101) 

MxTSQuiz,  July  18,  1906, 
Col.  F.  Garcia,  C.  P.  Diaz: 

To-day  President  summoned  Senora,  went  hour  summoned,  President  did  not 
come;  upon  taking  train  they  detained  the  Indian  interpreter  and  six  or  eight 
Indians  more  who  were  with  us ;  possibly  we  will  leave  to-morrow. 
The  Chief. 

[SEAL.]  .  EBASMO  HEBREBA. 

CJopy. 

(102) 

MusQuiz,  July  18,  1906. 
Col.  Fructuoso  Garcia,  C.  P.  Diaz: 

Yesterday  we  arrived  Indian  camp;  last  night  employee  went  ordering  Se- 
nora ;  could  not  stay  there  longer ;  we  have  just  arrived. 
The  Chief. 

[seal.]  Erasmo  Herresa. 

Copy. 


AFVjMBS  of  THB   MEXICAN   KIGKAPOO  INDIANS.  1015 

« 

(103) 

MusQUiz,  July  19,  1906. 
Governor  Lie.  Miguel  Cabdenas: 

Wbite  wife  of  Bentley  is  liere  accompanied  by  a  s^odarme  of  C.  P.  Diaz* 
Tit^e  gendarm,e,  she,  and  her  agents  have  visited  Indian  camp  and  arrange 
actively  to  take  to  O.  P.  Diaz  a  group  of  Indians.  American  commissioner  re- 
qnejsts  officially  assistance  of  authorities  to  prevent  leaving  of  Indian  band  ac- 
count going  there  with  various  witnesses,  which  he  needs  and  whom  Bentley 
desires  by  aU  means  to  t^ke.  34,  35,  40,  30,  that  73,  48,  42,  45,  73,  98,  19,  73, 
98,  19,  30,  42,  98,  30,  45,  as  30,  19,  35,  30,  45. 

Commissioner  40,  17,  43,  32,  40,  98,  19,  40.  Wife  Bentley  43,  98,  45,  30,  39,  40, 
98,  19,  40,  can  49,  35,  30,  10,  42,  34,  43,  35  some  UO,  43,  38,  43,  34,  42,  39,  19,  13, 
10. 

[seal.]  L.  a.  Guajabdo. 

Copy. 

(104) 

MusQuiz,  July  20,  1906, 
Fbancisco  Valdes  Llajvo,  Mjondova: 
Come  on  first  train.    Meet  you  in  Esperanzas  to-morrow. 
[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(105) 

MnsQUiz,  July  21,  1906. 
J.  W.  ScoTHOBW,  Outhrie,  Okla.,  via  Diaz, 

U.  8.  Attorney,  OuihHe,  Okla.,  V.  8.  4.: 
Have  been  opposed  by  Bentley  in  every  way  possible  June  23d  before  could 
talk  to  Indians.  Met  opposition  in  courts  and  public  offices  by  Bentley,  and 
could  not  get  copies  of  Mexican  deeds  until  the  16th  instant.  Authorities  took 
charge  of  Indian's  camp  yesterday  and  no  Indians  allowed  to  leave.  Can  get 
through  in  a  week. 

[B£AJ<.]  G.  A.   OUTCBLT. 

(106) 

MusQUiz,  July  2t,  190^, 
Fbank  a.  Thackebt, 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  via  Diaz: 
Can  get  through  In  a  week.    Talk  to  Embry,  Scothom. 
[SEAL.]  G.  A.  Outcelt. 

(107) 

MusQUiz,  July  21,  1906, 
John  J.  Embbt, 

V.  8.  Attorney,  Guthrie,  Okla.,  U.  8.  A.,  via  Diaz: 
Congratulate  you.    Can  start  as  soon  as  can  settle  with  Mexican  couits. 
May  have  to  wait  mall  for  money.    See  Scothom.    Answer. 

[SEAL.]  G.  A.  Outcelt. 

(108) 

MusQUiz,  July  26,  1906. 
John  Embbt. 

V.  8.  Attorney,  Guthrie,  Okla.,  via  Diaz: 
Reported  arrest  untrue.    Will  leave  for  home  to-night  or  to-morrow. 
[SEAL.]  G.  A.  Outcelt. 

(109) 

GuTRBiE,  Okla.,  via  C.  P.  Diaz,  July  SI,  1906. 
Geo.  Outcelt,  Asst.  U.  8.  Attorney, 

Musquiz: 
Attorney-General  directs  tliat  you  return  at  once.    Wire  me  when  you  start. 
[seal.]  it.  S.  Attobney. 

(110) 

Musquiz,  July  18,  1906. 
Mabtin  J.  Bentley,  P.  Diaz: 

(Care  of  American  Consul.) 
Sixteen  Indians  and  I  were  not  permitted  to  take  train. 
[seal.]  Ida  Bentley. 
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(Ill) 

MusQUiz,  July  2S,  1906, 
M.  J.  Bentley,  O.  p.  Diaz: 

Saw  Guajardo  this  morning  and  he  says  boys  may  talk  to  Indians  and  they 
may  go  to  Eagle  Pass  by  asking  his  permission.  Can  learn  of  no  charge  against 
yon.    Send  my  mall. 

[SEAL.]  W.  C.  Douglass. 

(112) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  July  25, 1906. 
AoENT,  Musquiz: 

You  may  furnish  W.  C.  Douglass  as  many  third-class  tickets  as  he  needs, 
Musquiz  to  Diaz.    Advise  number  Issued  and  will  remit. 

[SEAL,]  T.  W.  MiNEBHET. 

(113) 

Musquiz,  July  25,  1906. 
Frank  A.  Thackebt, 

Shatonee,  Okla.,  via  Diaz: 
Please  send  the  two  deeds  in  twenty-three  to  Musquiz. 
[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Gbimes. 

(114) 

C.  P.  Diaz.  July  26,  1906. 
R  P.  Ebnet,  Musquiz: 

(Care  of  R.  Galan.) 
Bonnet  returns  there  to-morrow  to  get  Indians   Washington.    Hold  them. 
Send  word  tell  them  you  come  to  Barroteran  meet  Bonnet. 

[SEAL.]  .  M.  J.  Bentley. 

(116) 

C.  PoBFiBio  Diaz,  July  26,  1906. 

L.  A.   GUAJABDO, 

Jefe  Politico,  Musquiz. 

Account  of  having  returned  yesterday  before  Governor  answered  matter  rela- 
tive to  granting  permit  to  leave  there  to  some  American  Indians,  request  you  to 
advise  me  by  this  means  the  reply  which  I  ask. 

Copy.  W.  C.  Douglass. 

[SEAL.1 

(116) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  July  26,  1906. 
John  A.  Bonnet,  Esq.,  Vice  and  Deputy  Consul,  Musquiz: 

I  have  orders  from  Department  at  Washington  to  investigate  Kickapoo  mat- 
ter. Summons  and  bring  before  me  the  following  Indians:  Okemah,  Wappe- 
chequa,  Jim  Deer,  Mahtawa,  and  John  Mine,  to  testify  touching  this  matter. 
Answer  paid. 

[SEAL.]  Louis  Mabtin,  American  Consul. 

(117) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  July  27,  1906. 
A.  L.  Bbown,  Musquiz,  via  C.  P.  Diaz: 

Benson  will  furnish  five  thousand  more.  Make  law  take  deed  in  your  name. 
Have  instructed  bank  at  Eagle  Pass  take  deed  from  two  forty  seven  as  sole 
heir  to  two  forty  eight.  The  Government  has  put  out  all  future  business. 
Can't  return. 

[SEAL.]  W.  L.  Chapman. 

(118) 

Dk  Musquiz  a  Shawnee,  Okla., 

via  C.  p.  Diaz,  July  27,  1906. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Benson  : 
Everything  In  the  air ;  will  be  home  on  first  train. 

[SEAL.]  A.  T.  Bbown. 

(119) 

De  Musquiz  a  C.  P.  Diaz,  July  27,  1906. 
M.  J.  Bentley: 

Indians  again  held.  Outcelt  remains.  Am  holding  Indians  in  town  over 
night. 

[seal.]  E.  p.  B. 
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(120) 

O.  P.  Diaz,  July  28,  1906. 
John  Bonnet, 

Deputy  Consul,  Musquiz: 
If  you  are  prevented  come  at  once  to  the  consulate. 
[SEAL.]  Lewis  A.  Martin,  American  Consul, 

(121) 

Sabinas,  July  27,  1906, 
Ignacio  E.  Rivas,  Musquiz: 

Tou  can  issue  permit  for  leaving  Indians  taking  note  of  93,  42,  43,  44,  98,  39, 
39,  49,  43,  10,  40,  and  issuing  passes  expressing  the  names  of  the  Indians. 

L.  A.  Guajardo. 
Copy. 

[SEAL.] 

(122) 

Musquiz,  August  6,  1906. 
A.  T.  Brown,  Sha\cne€,  Okla,,  via  C,  P.  Diaz: 

Wire  number  and  description  of  Pah-pah-me-na-ko-the.    Allotment  yet  unsold 
goes  to  Eagle  Pass  to-morrow.    Bonnet  get  if  I  don't. 

[SEAL.]  R.  O.  CJONINE. 

(123) 

Musquiz,  August  6,  1906. 
A.  T.  Brown,  Shawnee,  Okla.,  via  C,  P.  Diaz: 

Situation  bum.    Buy  land  best  price.    Let  have  at  cost.    Then  have  to  help 
to  protect  self;  wrote  to-day. 

[SEAL.]  R.  C.   C!ONINE. 

(124) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  August  8,  1906. 
Dr.  R.  C.  Conine, 

Musquiz,  via  C.  P.  Diaz: 
Take  Pah-pah-me-na-ko-the   description   and   price  will   be  at   Barroteran. 
[Seal.]  A.  T.  Brown. 

(125) 

Musquiz,  August  10,  1906. 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Conine  : 
Send  me  fifty  next  mall.    Many  happy  returns  of  the  day. 
[seal.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(126) 

Musquiz,  August  10,  1906, 
A.  T.  Brown, 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  via  C.  P,  Diaz: 
Come  help  or  I  leave  immediately.    Something  here.    Do  you  want  It? 

[seal.]  R.  0.   (DONINB. 

(127) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  August  11, 1906, 
R.  C.  Conine, 

Musquiz,  via  Diaz: 
Just  received  letter.    Understand  all ;  that  makes  things  look  better. 
[SEAL.]  A.  T.  Brown. 

(128) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  August  10,  1906, 
Dr.  R.  C.  Conine, 

Musquiz,  via  C.  Juarez: 
Will  leave  Monday  for  Musquiz.    Hold  everything  In  shape  for  Brown.    Land 
P.  T.    Answer. 

[SEAL.]  .  W.  L.  Chapman. 

(129) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  August  11,  1906, 
R.  C.  Conine, 

Musquiz,  via  Diaz: 
Will  start  first  train  for  MusqnhB. 
[seal.]  W.  L.  Chapman. 
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(130) 

Habbah,  Okla.,  August  12,  1906. 
R.  C.  Conine,  Musquiz,  via  Nogales: 
Don't  let  Chapman  do  anything.    Will  explain  when  there. 
[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Gbimes. 

(131) 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  via  Labedo,  August  H,  1906. 
It.  C.  Conine,  Musquiz: 

Meet  me  at  Barroteran  to-morrow  night. 

[SEAL.]  W.  L.  Chapman. 

(132) 

Musquiz,  August  18,  1906. 
FiBST  National  Bank, 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  via  C.  P.  Diaz: 
Ship  me  by  express  5(X)  pesos.    Mail  receipt. 
[SEAL.]  W.  L.  Chapman. 

(138) 

Musquiz,  August  18,  1906. 
A.  T.  Bbown, 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  via  G.  P.  Diaz: 
No  interpreter  here.    Can't  do  anything  without  one.    Come  with  Hrtiry 
Murdock  at  once.    Wire  when  coming. 

[SEAL.]  W.  L.  Chapman. 

(134) 

Sha^^i^ee,  Okla.,  via  C.  P.  Diaz,  August  20,  1906. 
W.  L.  Chapman,  Musquiz: 

I  can't  possibly  come.    Can't  get  Murdock  to  come.    Can  sen's  Joe  Whipple 
und  Grimes  to-morrow  if  satisfactory.    Whipple  is  the  best  in  tribe.    Answer. 
[seal.]  a.  T.  Biiown. 

(135) 

Shawnee.  Okla..  via  C.  P.  Diaz,  August  20,  1906. 
W.  L.  Chapman,  Musquiz: 

Can't  possibly  get  Murdock-Thackery,  guardian  will  get  Joe  Whipple  If  can* 
I  can't ;  impossible.    They  will  send  Grimes  if  satisfactory.    Answer. 

[seal.]  A.  T.  Bbown. 

(136) 

Musquiz,  August  20,  1906. 

A.  T.  Bbown,  Bhawnee,  Okla.,  via  C.  P.  Diaz: 

Don't  understand  telegram.    Can  not  use  Grimes  at  all. 
[seal.]  W.  L.  Chapman. 

(137) 

Monclota.  August  20,  1906. 

B.  C.  Conine.  Musquiz: 

Capias  ready ;  it  is  necessary  you  come  to  this  city. 

[seal.]  F.  VaLDES  IJ.AN0. 

(138) 

C.  P.  Diaz,  August  21,  1906. 
W.  L.  Chapman,  Musquiz: 

Wire  Jf  we  shall  debit  your  account  check  dated  Aucrust  6,  A.  T.  Brown,  your 
favor,  $200. 

[seal.]  Fiest  National  ^ank. 

(139) 

Mttbquiz,  August  2S,  1906. 
Fibst  National  Bank, 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  via  C.  P.  Diaz: 
Charge  check  to  my  account.    Send  balance  to  ilie  by  first  express. 
[seal,]  W.  L.  Chafman. 
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(140) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  August  22,  1906. 
Dr.  R.  C.  Conine,  Musquiz: 

Grimes  and  Whipple  left  yesterday  on  Katy  for  Musquiz. 

[SEAL.]  A.  T.  Brown. 

(141) 

Musquiz,  August  2S,  1906. 
J.  V AIDES  Llano,  Monclava: 
Come  to  Musquiz  to-morrow.    Wire  if  coming. 
[seal.]  W.  L.  Chapman. 

(142) 

Musquiz,  August  23,  1906. 
F.  Valdes  Llano,  Monclova: 
Can  you  continue  to-morrow.    All  ready.    Please  answer. 

R.  C.  Conine. 
Copy. 

[SEAL.] 

(143) 

Monclova,  August  24,  1906. 
R.  C.  Conine,  MtLsquiz: 

■   I  arrived  last  night.    I  can  go  to-morrow;  advise  if  I  shall  take  inter- 
preter. 

F.  Valdes  Llano. 
Copy, 

[SEAL.] 

(144) 

Musquiz,  August  2-{,  1906. 
Lie.  Valdes  Llano,  Monclova: 
Come  to-morrow.    I  await  you.    Bring  interpreter  and  secretary. 

R.  C.  Conine. 
Copy. 

[SEAL.] 

(146) 

Musquiz,  August  24,  1906. 
Ed.  Smith,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  via  C.  P.  Diaz: 
Is  Bentley  in  Hagle  Pass?    Wire  me  collect. 
[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(146) 

Musquiz,  August  24,  1906. 
Gorernfor  Lie,  Miouel  Cabdenas  : 

Kickapoo  Indian  Apichlctia,  alias  "EI  Tuert6,"  captained  band  six  Indian 
robbers  for  ab6ut  two  years,  having  committed  frequent  robberies  recently  in 
various  towns  of  these  districts.  He  was  apprehended  with  two  stolen  horses. 
At  daylight  to-day  he  escaped  from  the  jail  on  foot.  Three  men  followeil  him, 
and  at  about  half  a  league,  direction  camp  of  Indians,  Texans,  they  caught  up 
with  a  group  of  five  or  sfx  Indians,  who  ot»^ed  ftre  on  pnrsuers,  shootfng  at 
them  for  some  time.  The  Indians  fled,  leaving  dead  the  said  leader.  According 
to  examination  of  the  land  the  Indians  carried  carbines,  caliber  .30-.30,  and  some 
pistols.  I  suspect  it  was  escape  prepared  and  helped  by  the  same  Indians.  All 
tranquil. 

The  J.  P.    L.  A.  Guajardo. 

CJopy. 

[SEAL.] 

(147) 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  via  N.  Labedo,  August  27,  1906. 
Dr.  R.  C.  Conine,  Musiiutz: 
Need  money  for  to  buy  land.    Will  send  it,  or  Ralph  can  go.    Wire  me. 
IsBAiL]  Cabmen  Conine. 
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(148) 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  via  C.  P.  Diaz,  August  28,  1906, 
Dr.  R.  0.  Conine,  Muaquiz: 
Shall  I  buy  Teel  property  before  going  home,  or  not 

[seal.]  Cabmen  Conine. 

(149) 

MusQUiz,  September  S,  1906, 
Geo.  A.  OuTCELT,  Guthrie,  Okla,: 
Find  If  deed  been  taken  to  allotment  248  and  wire  at  once,  my  exp^ise. 
[seal.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(150) 

Nowhere,  September  10,  1906. 
R.   C.   Conine,  Muaquiz: 

No  sale  required  at  register  of  deeds*  office. 

[SEAL.]  •  G.   A.    OUTCELT. 

(151) 

MusQUiz,  October  6,  1906. 
.   Geo.  A;  Outcelt,  Guthrie,  Okla.,  P.  Diaz: 

Is  deed  from  Pah-pah-me-na-ko-the  to  allotment  248  good?     Wire  at  my 
cost  to  Elagle  Pass. 

[SEAL.]  R.   0.   OONINK. 

(152) 

MusQuiz,  November  23,  1906. 
Geo.  a.  Outcelt,  Attorney  at  Law,  Tecumaeh,  Okla.: 

Kindly  investigate  if  Wah-pah-ho-ko  woman's  land  is  free.    I  can  sell  it  to 
you.    Answer. 

[seal.]  a.  tt.  EIlizondo. 

,  (153) 

MusQUiz,  Novem^ber,  16,  1906. 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Conine,  Tecumaeh,  Okla.,  P.  Diaz: 
Everything  all  right.    May  be  home  in  few  days. 
[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine, 

Care  of  G.  A.  Outcelt 
(154) 

MusQUiz,  November  26,  1906. 
M.  L.  C.  Gbimes,  Harrah,  Okla.: 
You  come  over  here,  Musquiz,  Coah.,  Mex.    I  meet  you. 
[SEAL.]  Mack  Johnson. 

(165) 

Musquiz,  December  SO,  1906. 
John  Gabbett,  Shawnee,  Okla.,  via  Diaz.: 

Can  you  put  off  those  trials?    Important  business  here.    Arrange  for  me  to 
draw  fifteen  hundred.    Haven't  drawn  yet.    Answefr. 

[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Grimes. 

(156) 

Musquiz,  December  SO,  1906. 
Mrs.  L.  C.  Gbimes,  Harrah,  Okla.: 
How  is  everything?    Be  home  soon.    All  well.    Ans. 
[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Grimes. 

(157) 

Musquiz,  December  SI,  1906. 
L.  C.  Grimes,  Monclova: 

Have  all  of  them,  including  Kah-ke-ne-peah,  meet  us  in  Barroteran  in  the 
morning.    On  our  way  for  Eagle  Pass. 

[SEAL.]  J.  R.  Jacobs, 

(158) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  via  C.  Labedo,  December  31,  1906. 
L.  C.  Grimes,  Musquiz: 

Win  leave  Wednesday.    Bring  money.    Cases  continued.    Did  you  need  money 
at  Eagle  Pass.    Answer. 

[SEAL.]  John  Gabbett. 
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(169)        • 

MusQUiz,  January  /,  /P07. 
John  Gabbett: 

Seven  hundred  drawn.    Ei'ery thing  all  right. 

[SEAL.]  li.  C.  Grimes. 

(160) 

MusQUiz,  January   U  19(n. 

W.  L.  Chapman  or  C.  J.  Benson,  Shawnee,  C,  P.  Diaz: 
Send  two  hundred  First  National.    Everything  looks  good. 
[SEAi^.]  L.  C.'Gbimbs. 

(IGl) 

MusQUiz,  January  1,  1907. 
J.  R.  Jacobs,  Monclova: 
Trials  put  off.    Ck)me  to  Musquiz. 

[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Grimes. 

(162) 

Musquiz,  January  2,  1907. 
J.  R.  Jacobs,  Eagle  Pass: 

First  National.     Be  there  to-niorrow.     Trials  put  off.     Garrett  there  to- 
morrow. 

[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Gbimes. 

(163) 

MirzQuiz,  January  9,  1907, 
John  Gabbett, 

Care  Bert  Hotel,  Shawnee: 
How  is  everything?    Has  Jacobs  started  back?    Ans. 
[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Gbimes. 

(164) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  via  Labedo,  January  .9,  1907. 
1j,  G.  Gbimes,  Musquiz: 

Can't  leave  till  after  6th.    You  must  be  here  the  .5th,  too. 
[SEAL.]  Joi^N  Gabbett. 

(165) 

Musquiz.  Mexico,  April  25,  1907. 
C.  J.  Bbown,  Shaumee,  Okla.: 

I  drew  on  First  National  Bank  for  $1(X).    Please  protect. 
[SEAL.]  Tony  Alexander. 

(166) 

Musquiz,  Mexico,  April  25,  1907. 
FiBST  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass,  Test.: 

I  drew  check  $1(X).    Please  protect.    Wire  C.  J.  Benson. 
[SEAL.]  Tony  Alexander. 

(167) 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  May  6,  1907. 
R.  C.  C]k)NiNE,   Musquiz,   Mexico: 

Steve  Mohawk,  Effle  Douglas  gone  to  Shawnee.    Can  you  get  old  woman  here 
quick  ?    Answer. 

[SEAL.]  John  Garrett. 

(168) 

Musquiz,  May  S,  1907. 
W.  li.  Chapman  and  Brown, 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  via  Diaz: 
Absolutely  necessary  have  First  National  Eagle  Pass  honor  my  check  five 
hundred  gold  to  secure  depositions.    Have  bank  notify  Monclovu  bank.    Will 
do  our  best.    Ans.  here  quick. 

[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 
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*      (ie9) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  8.  J907, 
R.  C.  Conine,  Muaquiz,  Mexico: 

Have  notified  First  National  Banls,  Eagle  Pass,  to  take  care  of  your  eheclc 
for  five  hundred. 
[SEAL.]  A.  T.  Brown. 

(170) 

Shawnee,  Okl^jl.,  Map  8,  1997, 
R.  C.  Conine,  Musquiz,  Me^Hco: 

Do  what  Is  necessary  to  l>e  done  in  taking  depositions.  Act  as  if  the  matter 
was  your  own  and  let  us  know.  Chapman's  family  all  sick,  but  will  come  if  it 
is  absolutely  necessary.    Wire  us  if  you  will  do  this. 

[seal.]  Bbown  and  Chapman. 

(171) 

MusQUiz,  Mexico,  May  ,0,  1907. 
First  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 

Notify  Agenda  del  Banca  Mercantil  here  to  cash  my  check  for  two  han<lreil 
gold.    Need  this  by  2  o'clock. 

[SEAL.]  R.  C.  Conine. 

(172) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  11,  1907. 
Tony  Alexander.  Muaquiz,  Mexico: 

Your  services  not  required  after  May  fifteenth.    Must  stop  expenses. 
[SEAL.]  .  C.  J.  Benson. 

(173) 

MusQUiz,  May  20,  1907, 
John  Garrett,  Shawnee,  Okla.,  via  Diae: 

Send  $400  Eagle  Pass  for  old  woman.      Answer. 

[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Grimes. 

(174) 

MusquTZ     May   20,   1907^ 
C.  J.  Benson, 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  via  Diaz: 
Evidence  in  Pah  pah  me  na  ko  the  case  show  Muchenene  owns  four-sixths  of 
the  northeast  quarter  section  sixteen  twelve  one  east.     He  wants  $600.     Get 
him.    Answer  quick. 

[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Grimes. 

(174a) 

Shawnee,  May  21,  1907. 
L.  C.  Grimes,  Muzquiz: 

Judge  Woods  claims  Much-e-ne-ne's  interest  not  over  one-ninth.  Will  give 
two  hundred. 

C.  L.  Benson. 

[MEXICAN    8HAL.]  (Es   COpia.) 

(174&) 

Harrah,  Okla.,  May  20,  1907. 
T.  Alexander,  Muzquiz: 
Do  you  think  work  can  be  done  at  Muzquiz?    Answer. 

L.  C.  Grimes. 
[  m  exic a  n  se al.  ]  ( Es  copia. ) 

(175) 

MusQUiz,  Mexico,  May  30,  1907. 
L.  C.  Grimes,  Harrah,  Okla.,  via  Diaz: 
All's  O.  K.    Come  at  once.    Answer. 

[SEAL.1  T.    ALEXANDEII. 

(176) 

Harrah,  Okla.,  May  30,  1907. 
T.  Alexander,  Musquiz,  Mexico: 

Do  you  mean  work  can  be  done  at  Musqulz?      Answer. 

[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Grimes. 
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(177) 

MusQUiz,  June  S,  1907. 
L.  G.  Grimes,  Harrah,  Okla.: 

Drew  check  on  Eagle  Pass,  |50.  Protect  at  once.    IndLans  anxious  you  return. 
Answer. 

[SEAL.]  T.   ALEXANDEB. 

(178) 

Atoka,  June  6,  1907. 
Tony  Alexander,  Muaquiz,  Mexico: 

Will  be  there  Saturday.    Check  protected.    Watch  the  gang. 

[SEAL.]  L.  C.  Grimes. 

(179) 

MusQViz,  June  10,  1907. 
L.  C.  Grimes, 

Harrah,  Okla.,  via  Diaz: 
Mean  work  Musquiz.    O.  K.    Indians  all  here.    Gome  at  once  or  mall  roll. 
[seal.]  T.  Alexander. 

(180) 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  June  11,  1907. 
ToNT  Alexander,  Musquiz,  Mexico: 

Don't  come  until  you  hear  from  me.    Letter  will  follow. 

[sbal.]  L.  G.  Grimes. 

(181) 

Eagu  Pass,  Tbx.,  June  15, 1907. 
Mr.  Tony  Alexander,  Musquiz,  Mexico: 

Bring  Puck-ke-shin-no,  Nah-ah-che-thot,  Wah-pa-che-quah-quah.    Interpreter 
Mack  Johnson  and  the  two  girls  came  Monday.    Answer. 

[seal.]  L.  G.  Grimes. 

(182) 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  June  17,  1907. 
Tony  Alexander,  Musquiz,  Mexico: 

Bring  your  boy  if  you  think  it  all  right.    Answer. 

[seal.]  L.  G.  Grimes. 

(183) 

Musquiz,  Sept.  21,  1907. 
Mark  Good,  Eagle  Pass: 

Gome  at  once.    Indians  waiting  two  days.    Take  affidavits  here. 

[seal.]  Glark. 

(184) 

Maverick  Hotel. 
Db  G.  p.  Dlaz  a  Musquiz,  September  21,  1907. 
Joe  Glark: 

Money  at  hand.    Will  come  to  Musquiz  to-day.    CJan  we  take  affidavits  there 
Monday,  or  shall  we  take  them  here?    Answer  Eagle  Pass. 

[seal.]  Mark  Good. 

(185) 

Musquiz,  July  11,  1907. 
W.  S.  Field,  C.  P.  Diaz: 

Jime,  Deer,  Pakota  In  jail  merely  because  Outcelt  says  he  wants  them  kept 
here.    Something  should  be  done.    Gan  get  no  satisfaction  from  Guajardo. 
[SEAL.]  B.  P.  E. 

(186) 

Musquiz,  July  11,  1906. 
M.  J.  Bentley,  p.  Diaz: 
No  money.    Telegraph  one-arm  man  also  orders. 
[SEAL.]  B.  P.  E. 
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(187) 

MusQUiz,  July  13,  1906. 
M.  J.  Bentley,  p.  Diaz: 

Went  camp  last  night.  Indians  hungry.  Distributed  funds.  Gang  arrived. 
I  was  arrested  last  night  Released  morning.  Outcelt  gang  to  pay  lease  money. 
Watch  mall.  Mills  stopped  town ;  wants  some  money.  Send  message  to  quiet 
Indians. 

[SEAL.]  E.  P.  E. 

(188) 

MuBQUiz,  July  13,  1906. 
M.  J.  Bentley,  p.  Diaz: 
Indians  despondent.    Wish  to  settle  and  be  left  alone.    Jim  wants  out  of  jail. 
[SEAL.]  E.  p.  E. 

(180) 

MusQUiz,  July  15,  1906. 
M.  J.  Bentley,  p.  Diaz: 

Celedonio  Galan  refuses  to  furnish  Outcelt  copy  of  Frisko  contract  without 
your  permission.    Telegraph  instructions. 

[SEAL.]  E.  P.  E. 

(190) 

MuSQUiz,  July  16,  1906. 
M.  J.  Bentley  : 

Whole  gang  camp  yesterday.  Lots  mescal.  Watch  every  train.  Get  in  touch 
Sabinas. 

[seal.]  E.  p.  E. 

(191) 

Saltillo,  June  23,  1906. 
Field,  Musquiz: 
Interview  with  governor  satisfactory.    Baroteran  Sunday  morning. 
[SEAL.]  M.  J.  Bentlsy. 

(192) 

MusQUiz,  June  25,  1906. 
W.  A.  Bonnet,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 

Come  here  next  train.    Arrested,  need  you.    See  Ludlow. 
[SEAL.]  M.  J.  Bentley. 

(193) 

Esperanzas,  June  26,  1906. 
Roman  Galan,  Muaquiz: 
Advise  if  Bentley  is  in  jail  and  charge  against  him. 

[SEAL.]  Edwin  Ludlow. 

(194) 

C.  PoRFiBio  Diaz,  June  28,  1906. 
E.  P.  Enby,  Musquiz: 

Tell  Indians  Washington  Mexico  City.  Big  wire  talk  to-day.  No  more  trouble 
sure.    Wire  movements. 

[SEAL.]  M.  J.  Bentley. 

AFTER  RECESS. 

The  committee  reassembled  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

J.  P.  MOORE,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  follows : 
Senator  Curtis.  What  position  do  you  hold  ? 

Mr.  MooRE.  T  am  manager  of  the  Postal  Telegraph  Company  in 
this  city. 
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Senator  Curtib.  As  such  have  you  in  your  possession  telegrams 
sent  from  Shawnee  to  different  parts  of  "the  United  States  where 
your  line  goes? 

Mr.  MooRE.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  served  on  you  a  subpcena  to  produce 
certain  dispatches.     Have  you  them  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Moore.  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  produce  them. 

Mr.  MooRE.  I  produce  them  under  protest.  I  received  a  subpcena 
^  duces  tecum  and  have  produced  the  messages.     I  have  no  orders 

from  my  general  manager  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I  therefore 
produce  them  under  protest. 

Senator  Curtis.  Please  produce  them. 

Mr.  Moore.  The  first  dispatch  is  May  1,  1906. 

B.  S.  McGuniK,  M.  C,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Send  me  copy  biU  removing  restrictions  Kickapoo  Indians  in  Mexico. 

WiLLABD  Johnston. 
The  next  is  dated  May  16,  1907: 

Hugh  Scott.  Hotel  Raleigh,  Washington- 
(Care  Bird  McGnire.) 

Reported  bill  removing  restrictions  Kickapoos.  Will  -not  pass.  Any  changes 
since  your  letter.    Answer  quick. 

C.  M.  Cade. 
The  next  is — 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  July  29,  1001, 
F.  A.  Thackery,  Superintendent,  8.  D.  Agent,  .Shawnee,  Okla,: 
Wire  me  $25  here. 

f  G.    A.    OUTCELT. 

The  next  is  October  29,  1906 : 

A.  S.  Pbatt  &  Sons,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Send  certified  copy  patent  quick;  east  half  southwest  quarter  2-11-2.  Ah- 
ues-she-nenne,  KickaiKK)  allottee  136. 

State  National  Bank. 

The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  7,  1907. 
Thackeby,  Superintendent,  Shawnee,  Okla. : 

Senate  committee  is  to  investigate  fully  the  Rffairs  of  the  Mexican  KickaiK>os 
and  all  affairs  connected  therewith.  Telegraph  names  of  witnesses  desirable 
to  have  appear. 

Lkupp,  Commissioner, 

The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  8,  1907, 
Thackeby,  Superintendent,  Shawnee,  Okla,: 

Collect  all  original  paiiers  and  other  evidence  relating  to  cancellation   of 

allotments  during  Bentley's  administration  and  suits  to  set  aside  such  can- 

-^  cellations,  also  papers  relating  to  moneys  received  by  him  from  Indians  and 

suits  to  recover,  same  to  be  ready  to  come  here  at  once.    No  answer  received 

to  telegram  of  the  seventh.    Answer. 

Labbabee,  Acting  Commissioner, 
The  next  is — 

Febbuaby  8,  1907. 
Commissioneb  Indian  Affaibs, 

Washington,  D,  C: 
I  suggest  names  of  Peter  Ratzleff,  Joseph  Clark,  Henry  Jones,  Henry  Mur- 
dock,  William  Murdock,  Muchenene,  Wahpepah,  and  Mashashe,  and  myself,  in 
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Shawnee,  Okla.,  Ed.  Schmidt,  of  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  and  Superrlser  Dickson,  as 
witnesses  in  the  Ktckapoo  matters.  Six  of  these  are  Indians  and  have  no  funds 
with  which  to  make  trip.  After  careful  examination  I  may  send  two  more 
names  to-morrow. 

Thackeby,  SupeHntendent. 
The  next  is — 

Commissioner  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D,  C: 
I  am  holding  witnesses  in  readiness  to  appear  in  Kickapoo  matter.     Wire 
me  if  plans  have  been  changed. 

Thackert,  Superintendent. 
The  next  is — 

February  15,  1907. 
Commissioner  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  Z).  C: 
I  am  informed  that  Bentley  and  other  purchasers  of  Kickapoo  lands  are  now 
exerting  themselves  to  have  investigation  closed,  at  least  temporarily.    I  urge 
that  witnesses  I  have  named  should  be  examined  In  Washington  in  same  man- 
ner as  Bentley*s  witnesses.    Will  be  glad  to  have  later  investigation  here. 

Thackery,  SupeHntendent, 
The  next  is — 

February  16,  1$)07. 
George  Outcelt, 

Care  Bird  McGuire, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Please  insist  upon  subixena  of  myself,  Joseph  Clark,  Samuel  Patrick,  and 
Ijconard  Hampton  to  apr>ear  at  Washington. 

Thackery. 
The  next  is — 

February  16,  1907. 
Mark  Goode, 

Care  Indian  Office, 

Washington,  D.   C: 
I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  witnesses  named  by  me 
examined  at  Washington,  as  originally  planned,  especially  Joseph  Clark,  Sam- 
uel Patrick,  and  Leonard  Hampton,  and  myself. 

Thackery. 
The  next  is — 

October  8,  1907. 
Commissioner  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C; 

Please  foward  me,  for  use  in  court,  the  receipt  given  by  Bentley  to  Emma 
Garland.    See  my  letter  December  24,  1906. 

Thackery,  Superintendent. 

The  next  is — 

October  9,  1907. 
Thackery,  Superintendent,  Shawnee,  OkJn,: 

Forward  memoranda  and  abstract  showing  conveyances  of  Kickaix)o  land* 
which  Goode  had  with  him  in  Mexico  and  left  in  your  office. 

Larrabee,  Acting  Commissioner. 
The  next  is — 

October  12,  1907. 
Mark  Goode,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 

Answering  telegram  11th  instant,  will  say  that  you  already  have  checks  for 
moneys  due  any  Kickapoos  now  in  Mexico,  excepting  $589  due  Mah-me-she-kah, 
for  which  I  hold  Treasury  warrant  heretofore  overlooked.  It  will  be  safe  to 
advance  George  Mienah  (Minor)  money  enough  to  go  home,  but  do  not  use  his 
check,  because  of  difficulty  in  cashing  checks,  which  was  in  payment  of  land 
sold. 

Thackery,  Superintendent. 
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The  next  is — 

OCTOBBB  26,  1907. 

CoMMisfiioNEB  Indian  Affaibs, 

Washington^  D,  C: 
If  my  teleiEfram  of  the  18th  Inst.  Is  complied  with  please  present  (evidently 
prevent)  issuance  of  certified  copy  of  Billy  Panther's  patent  at  this  time.   lietter 
follows. 

Thackebt,  Superintendent 

The  next  is — 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  Novemrher  2,  1907, 
Messrs.  W.  L.  Chapman  &.Bbown, 

Washington,  D,  C. 
Am   subpoenaed  to  Eagle  Pasa     Go  to-morrow.     Wire   Instructions.     Yon 
better  have  representative    ♦    •    ♦    testimony. 

«.  O.  CJONINE. 

The  next  is — 

Douglas,  Abiz.,  November  9,  1907, 
F.  A.  Thackeby,  Shatcnee,  Okla,: 

Have  not  heard  from  Indian  money  and  checks.  Several  want  to  return. 
Snalce  and  the  other  whose  money  was  sent  to  Dublan.  Did  not  get  it.  Wire 
fully  care  Hotel  Roy. 

Mabk  Goode. 
The  next  is — 

Douglas,  Abiz.,  November  11,  1907. 
F.  A.  Thackeby,  Superintendent, 

Shatcnee,  Okla.: 
Will  not  use  any  checks.    Clark  leaves  to-night  and  will  give  you  situation. 

Mabk  Goode. 

The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  November  10,  1907. 
Mabk  Goode, 

Hotel  Roy,  Douglas,  Ariz.: 
All  checks  were  mailed  you  on  5th  instant,  care  collector  of  customs,  El 
PaBo.     Checks  were  sent   to   Dublau   only   for   Pequa,    Peni-me-pah-hone-ah. 
Snake  has  no  money.    Have  wired  to  Dublan  to  forward  checks  to  you  at 
Douglas  by  first  mall. 

Thackebt,  Superintendent. 

The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  November  10,  1907. 
Mabk  Goode,  DouglOB,  Arkt,: 
(Care  Roy  Hotel.) 
Don't  use  George  Mienah's  check  for  $10,000. 

Thackeby,  Superintendent, 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

GEORGE  L.  MORGAN,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified 
as  follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  name? 

Mr.  Morgan.  George  L.  Morgan. 

Senator  Curtis.  W^at  position  do  you  hold  ? 

Mr.  Morgan.  I  am  manager  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company  in  this  city. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  manager  at  Shawnee  ? 

Mr.  Morgan.  Since  the  8th  of  August,  1907. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  in  your  possession,  as  manager  of  the 
Western  Union  telegraph  office  at  Shawnee,  messages  sent  out  and 
messages  received  at  this  office ;  you  have  control  of  messages,  do  you  ? 
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Mr.  Morgan.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  committee  if  you 
have  with  you  this  evening  the  messages  which  you  were  requested 
to  produce  before  this  committee  on  proper  subpoena  issued  duces 
tecum? 

Mr.  Morgan.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  present  them  to  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  Morgan.  I  present  them  under  protest,  as  by  the  rules  of  the 
company  we  must  have  a  regular  order  from  the  court  to  produce 
these  messages.  I  submit  them  to  the  committee  under  protest.  The 
first  telegram  is  as  follows: 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  March  2,  1901, 

Ck>MMI88I0NEB  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
After  thorough  investigation   United   States  Attorney   Bmbry  Is  convinced 
that  there  is  absolutely  nothing  in  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  21,  1906, 
which  passes  title  from  the  Government  to  the  individual  Kickapoo  Indian,  and 
tliat  any  sales  made  under  said  act  will  not  stand. 

Thackebt,  SupeHntendent. 
The  nex^t  telegram  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  March  2,  1907. 
L.  G.  Grimes,  Mvzquiz,  Mexico: 
Ck)me  at  once;  important. 

J.  R.  Jacobs. 
The  next  is — 

MuzQuiz,  Mexico,  March  5,  1907, 
J.  R.  Jacobs, 

Care  Burt  Hotel,  Shawnee,  Okla,: 
Just  received  telegram.    I  will  start  to-morrow ;  can  not  to-day.    Wire  Eagle 
Pass  explaining  why  I  must  come. 

L.  C  Grimes. 
The  next  is — 

MuzQUiz,  Mexico,  March  6,  1907. 
W.  L.  Chapman,  Shawnee,  Okla,: 

Grimes  got  notice  to  come  home  at  once.  What  about  my  staying  here? 
Can  not  do  anything  until  Garret  straightens  his  affairs  up.    Answer  quiclc. 

A.  T.  Brown. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla., 'A/crc/t  7, 1907. 
,  A.  T.  Bbjwn,  Muzquiz,  Mexico: 

Use  your  own  judgment  as  to  what  is  best 

W.  L.  Chapman. 
The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex,  March  9,  1907. 
W.  L.  Chapman,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Grimes  and  I  coming  home  first  train. 

A.  T.  Brown. 

The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla,,  March  17,  1907, 
It,  C.  Grimes,  Harrah,  Okla,: 
Come  to-morrow  morning ;  bring  Tack ;  do  not  fail. 

R.  C.  Conine. 

The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  March  25,  1907. 
L.  M.  Shepherd  &  Co.,  El  Reno,  Okla,: 

Express  me  to-day,  if  possible,  sectional  map  Pottawattomie  County,  Seminole 
and  Creek  nations. 

C.  J.  Benson. 
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The  next  is — 

Eaole  Pass,  Tex.,  March  25, 1907. 
A.  T.  BBoffm,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Wire  First  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass,  pay  me  $60. 

T.  Alexandbb. 
The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  March  5,  1907, 
O.  J.  Benson,  Shaumee,  Okla,: 
Wire  First  National  Banls,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  honor  my  draft  for  $60.    Answer. 

Tomr  AUBXANDBR. 

The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  March  26,  1907. 
First  National  Bank, 

Eagle  Pass,  Tew.: 
Pay  Tony  Alexander  $50.    We  remit. 

Oklahoma  National  Bank. 
The  next  is — 

MuzQtnz,  Mexico,  April  20,  1907, 
C.  J.  Benson,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Tell  John  Garrett  make  deiK)slt  Eagle  Pass  at  once.    Answer. 

Tony  Alexander. 
The  next  is — 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  April  24,  1907. 
John  Garrett,  Shawnee,  Okla,: 

Come  as  soon  as  possible;  had  intended  going  to-morrow,  but  will  wait  your 
answer  to-day. 

R.  C.  Conine, 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  April  2^,  1907. 
R.  C.  Conine,  San  Antonio,  Tew.: 
Will  leave  Shawnee  Saturday  morning;  wait  for  me.    Answer. 

John  Garrett. 
The  next  is — 

MuzQUiz,  Mexico,  April  25,  1907. 
C.  J.  Benson,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
I  drew  on  First  National  Bank  for  $100.    Please  protect. 

Tony  Alexander. 
The  next  is — 

Saw  Antonio,  Tex.,  April  25.  1907. 
John  Garrett,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Come  ahead.    I  am  waiting.    Leave  Perkins's  deed  with  Cash  Cade. 

R.  C.  Conine, 
The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  April  SO,  1907. 
C.  J.  Benson  or  A.  T.  Brown,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 

Grimes  not  here.     Bentley  here  with  Indians.     Necessary  that  Grimes  be 
here.    Wire.    What  are  we  to  expect? 

Joe  M.  Adams. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  1,  1907. 
First  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass,  Tew.: 

Will  pay  Alexander  check  $160.    Adams  and  Johnson  are  my  attorneys  and 
look  after  my  interests. 

C.  J.  Benson. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  1,  1907. 
R.  C.  Conine,  Eagle  Pass,  Tew.: 
Wire  bank  protect  checks.    Grimes  left  here  for  Pass  Monday.*    Answer. 

Benson  &  Brown. 
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The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  May  1,  19(n. 
A.  T.  Brown,  Shawnee,  OkJa.: 
(Care  Fleming  &  Brown.) 
I  think  Benson  had  better  come  at  once.    Checks  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
drawn  by  Alexander  have  been  turned  down,  as  bank  here  had  no  instructions 
to  pay  them. 

R.  C.  OONIlfB. 

The  next  is — 

Eaou:  Pass,  May  1,  19Q7, 
A.  T.  Bbown,  Shawnee,  OMa: 

Let  us  know  what  you  are  going  to  do.  Those  checks  of  Alexander  will  liave 
to  be  taken  care  of.  He  is  here.  If  you  are  not  going  to  put  up  some  coin  you 
had  better  quit,  and  I  will,  too. 

R.  C.  Conine. 

The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  May  4,  J907. 
W.  W.  Ives,  Shawnee,  Okla,: 

Send  word  Joe  Hill  meet  Field  there  Thursday  next. 

M.  J.  BSNTLET. 

The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  May  5,  /.907. 
Harvey  Maxey,  Shawnee,  Okla,: 

Reserve  aU  depositions  tar  Mondova.  Impossible  to  get  off.  Officers  Muz- 
quiz.    Reserve  all  three. 

J.  M.  Adams. 
Howell  J.  Johnstons 

The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  May  6,  1907, 
A.  T.  Brown,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 

Wire  First  National  Bank  honor  my  check  for  |75  for  expense  money. 

R.  C.  Conine. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  6,  1901. 
FntsT  National  Bank, 

Eagle  Fass,  Tex.: 
We  will  honor  check  of  R.  C.  Conine  $75. 

Union  Savings  Bank. 

The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  6,  1907. 
J.  M.  Adams, 

Muzquiz,  Mexico,  via  Eagle  Pass: 
Have  served  notice  Monclova  Friday  tenth.    Will  send  Chapman  first  train. 

J.   H.  Maxky,  Jr. 

The  next  is — 

Muzquiz,  Mexico,  May  6,  1907. 
J.  H.  Maxey,  Jr., 

Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Reserve  all  notices  for  Monclova.    Coahuila  officers  remove  case  to  Muzquiz. 
Advise  us  here  by  wire  and  letter.    Late  for  taking.    Absolutely  necessary  that 
Chapman  come  here  first  train. 

Hal  Johnson  and  Joe  Adams,  Jr. 

The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  27,  1907. 
M.  J.  Bentley, 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 
Record  shows  nothing  against  No.  227. 

W.  W.  Ives. 
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The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  7,  1907. 
Joe  M.  Adams,  Jr.,  Musquiz,  Mexico: 

Mail  notice  take  d^)08itioD8  to  you  at  Monclova.  Chapman  family  all  sick. 
Can  not  start  until  to-morrow. 

J.  K.  Maxet,  Jr. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  7,  1907. 
R.  C.  Conine, 

Care  First  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 
Is  it  absolutely  necessary  for  Chapman  to  be  there  to  take  depositions  of 
Judge's  clerk,  Lobo,  and  Johnson?     Sickness  in  his  family.    If  you  need  any- 
thing, wire  me. 

A.  T.  Brown. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  7,  1907. 
Joe  Adams  and  Hai*.  Johnson,  Monclova,  Mexico: 

Have  wired  Garrett  and  Conine  to  aid  in  every  way  possible.  If  absolutely 
necessary  for  me  to  be  there,  wire  me  and*  will  come. 

A.  L.  Chapman. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  7, 1907. 
John  Gabbett  and  R.  C.  Conine, 

Monclova,  Mexico. 
Do  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  in  taking  depositions.    Act  as  if  the  matter 
was  your  own.    What  you  need  let  us  know.    Chapman's  family  all  sick,  but  will 
come  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary.    Wire  us  if  you  will  do  this. 

Bbown  &  Chapman. 
The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  May  7,  1907. 
W.  W.  Ives,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Wire  whether  or  not  Kickapoo  allotment  No.  277  has  been  deeded. 

M.  J.  Bentlet. 
The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  May  7,  1907. 
A.  T.  Brown,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 

Dei)ositions  will  be  taken  in  Monclova.  Chapman's  presence  not  necessary. 
Conine  has  been  at  Monclova,  now  in  Muzquiz.  Is  Maxey  arranging  papers 
for  Monclova.    Answer. 

John  Garrett. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  8,  1907, 
First  National  Bank,  Eaffle  Pass,  Tex.: 

We  honor  check  R.  C.  Conine,  $500  gold.    Notify  Monclova  Bank. 

Union  Savings  Bank. 
The  next  is— 

Muzquiz,  Mexico,  May  8,  1907. 
A.  T.  Chapman  and  Brown,  Shaxf^nee,  Okla.: 

Absolutely  necessary  to  have  First  National  Bank  honor  my  check  $500  gold 
to  secure  depositions.  Have  bank  notify  Monclova  bank.  Will  do  our  best. 
Answer  here  quick. 

R.  C.  Conine. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May,  8,  1907. 
R.  C.  Conine,  Muzquiz,  Mexico: 

Have  notified  First  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass,  to  take  care  of  your  check 
for  five  hundred. 

A.  T.  Brown. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  8,  1907. 
John  Garrett,  Eayle  Pass,  Tex.: 

Have  sent  all  papers  necessary  to  Joe  Adams,  Monclova,  general  delivery. 

J.   H.   Maxst,  Jr. 
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The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex..  May  8,  J907. 
A.  T.  Brown,  Rhaumee,  Okla.: 
Have  Chapman  leave  in  the  morning  for  Monclova.    Case  necessity. 

John  Gabbett. 
The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  May  9,  1907, 
Union  Savings  Bank,  Shawnee,  Okla,: 
Do  not  understand  telegram.    Are  you  remitting  $500  for  Conine? 

FiBST  National  Bane. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  9,  1901 
John  Gabbett,  Eagle  Pass,  Tew,: 
(Care  First  National  Bank.) 
Have  wired  Conine  $500.    Is  it  absolutely  necessary  for  Chapman  to  comeV 
If  so  will  start  to-morrow.    Answer. 

A.  T.  Bbown. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  9,  1907, 
R.  C.  Bbown,  Monclova,  Mexico: 

Have  wired  bank  money.  Garrett  says  absolutely  necessary  Chapman  to 
come.    Is  it  his  presence  or  money  needed?    Answer. 

A.  T.  Bbown. 

The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  10, 1907, 
R.  C.  Conine,  Monclova,  Mexico: 
Wired  money  on  eighth.    Use  your  own  judgment.    We  are  with  you. 

Chapman  &  Bbown. 

The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  10,  1907. 
First  National  Bank, 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex,: 
Pay  R.  C.  Conine  $500.    Will  remit  to-day. 

Union  Savings  Bank. 

The  next  is — 

Monclova,  Mexico,  May  11,  1907, 
J.  H.  Maxey,  Jr.,  Shawnee,  Okla,: 

Impossible  to  get  any  Mexican  official  take  our  depositions.  Leave  In  morn- 
ing for  Eagle  Pass.  Suggest  securing  Grimes  and  Indians  there  and  reserve 
all  notices.    Wire  us  instructions  there  immediately. 

Johnson  &  Adams.     . 

The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  12,  1907, 
Joe  M.  Adams,  Jr.,  Monclova,  Mexico: 
'  Have  served  notices  all  cases  for  Monclova,  Thursday,  May  16.    Mall  them 
Monclova. 

J.  H.  Maxey. 

The  next  is — 

MuzQUiz,  Mexico,  May  13,  1907, 
J.  H.  Maxey,  Jr.,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Afraid  you  have  not  allowed  time  enough.    Be  sure  to  get  notice  legal. 

Joe  M.  Adams. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  13,  1907. 
Joe  M.  Adams,  Jr.,  Monclova,  Mexico: 

Notices  take  depositions  for  16th  mailed  this  morning. 

C.  J.  Benson. 
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The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  11,  1907. 
Tony  Alexander,  Musquiz,  Mexico: 
Your,  services  not  needed  after  May  15th ;  must  stop  expenses. 

C.  J.  Benson. 
The  next  is — 

MoNCLovA,  Mexico,  May  17,  1907. 
A.  L.  Chapman  and  Bbown, 

8hatonee,  Okla.: 
Have  secured  all  the  most  important  depositions.    Must  have  three  or  four 
hundred  gold  before  we  can  leave  here.    Instruct  Monclova  bank. 

R.  C.  Conine. 
The  next  is — 

'  Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  18,  1907. 

FiBST  National  Bank,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 
Pay  R.  C.  Conine  $300.    Instruct  Monclova  bank.    We  remit  to-day. 

Union  Savings  Bank. 
The  next  is — 

Eagle  Pass,  June  H,  1907. 
Mr.  Joe  Adams,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Is  fifteen  old  enough  according  to  Oklahoma  law? 

L.  C.  Grimes. 
The  next  is — 

.  Shawnee,  Okla.,  June  H,  1907. 
L.  C.  Grimes,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 
Follow  Texas  law,  which  will  govern  here — females  14,  males  16. 

J.  M.  Adams,  Jr. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.»  June  22,  1907. 
R.  J.  Garza, 

Care  Joske  Brothers  &  Co., 

San  Antonio,  Tex.: 
Instruct  Lockwood  Bank  honor  my  draft  $450.    Have  made  deal  for  you. 

R.  C.  Conine. 
The  next  is — 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  June  24,  1907, 
Shawnee  National  Bank,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 

Will   honor   draft    R.   C.    Conine   and    R.  6.  Garza,  $450.    This   telegram 
attached. 

Lockwood  National  Bank. 

The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  17,  1907. 
George  F.  Graham,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 

Parties  first  mentioned  will  leave  here  Monday,  arrive  about  Thursday. 

M.  G. 
The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  8,  1907. 
George  F.  Graham,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Doctor  went  out  to-day.   Probably  leaves  to-night;  surely  to-morrow. 

H.  Benton. 
The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  9,  1907. 
George  F.  Graham,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Although  positively  denied,  think  doctor  left  last  night.    Know  to-morrow. 

H.  Benton. 

The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,   August  10,  1907. 
George  F.  Graham,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Better  act  as  if  doctor  left  Thursday,  although  still  denied. 

n.  Benton. 
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The  next  is — 

San  Antonio,  Tex.,  August  12, 1907. 
John  Gaasett, 

House  of  Lords,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Twenty-flve  hundred  Pyatho  allotment.    One  thousand  interest  In  adjoining 
allotment     Have  party   paid  up   fifty  to   guarantee  expenses  and  will   go. 
Answer. 

R.  C.  Conine. 
The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  S,  1907. 
Qboboe  r.  Graham,  Shavmee,  Okla.: 
Billy  P.  recorded  dated  August  5.    Go  out  to-morrow. 

N.  Benton. 
The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  9,  1907. 
Geobge  F.  Graham,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
John  S.  dated  and  recorded  tenth ;  leave  soon  after. 

H.  Benton. 

The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  23,  1907. 
George  F.  Graham,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
John  S.  O.  K.  dated  September  10. 

H.  Benton. 

The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C^  October  9, 1907. 
George  F.  Graham,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
B«  P.  recorded  date  October  9.    Action  safe. 

H.  Benton. 
The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  26,  1907. 
George  A.  Graham,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Dan  and  Sally  recorded  dated  25th.    Take  action. 

N.  Benton. 
The  n'ext  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  31, 1907. 
George  F.  Graham,  Shawnee,  Okla.: 
Billy  leaves  for  Shawnee  to-day.    Original  held  good. 

H.  Benton. 
The  next  is — 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  18, 1907, 
FntET  National  Bank, 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 
Pay  our  certificate  3409,  $1,076.83,  on  proper  identification. 

Oklahoma  National  Bank. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  November  3, 1907. 
R.  C.  C!oNiNE,  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.: 

No  representative  allowed  us.  Use  your  best  judgment,  but  would  suggest 
follow  deposition  taken  in  Mexico. 

W.  L.  Chapman. 
The  next  is — 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  November  i4»  1907. 
John  Garrett,  Tulsa,  Ind.  T.: 
(Care  B.  &  T.  Palace.) 
Come  home  at  once.    Senate  committee  is  here. 

Mattie  Garrett. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused,  and  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  com- 
mittee adjourned  until  to-morrow,  November  20,  1907,  at  9  o'clock 
a.  m. 
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Shawnee,  Okla.,  November  SO^  1907. 

The  subcommittee  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

Present:  Senators  Teller  (chairman)  and  Curtis;  also -Mr.  John 
Embry,  United  States  attorney  for  Oklahoma,  and  Mr.  M.  J.  Bent- 
ley,  representing  the  Mexican  Kickapoo  Indians. 

W.  W.  IVES  recalled  for  further  examination. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Ives,  before  you  produce  your  papers  I  want 
to  ask  one  or  two  questions.  Did  you  hear  the  testimony  of  Leonard 
Haifipton  yesterday  or  the  day  before? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  hear  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  if  at  any  time  during  the  last  of 
Mr.  Bentle^'s  term  of  office  as  Indian  agent  you  had  any  understand- 
ing with  him  or  Mr.  Hampton  in  regara  to  having  a  certain  supposed 
fraudulent  entry  canceled? 

Mr.  Ives.  My  memory  is  not  very  clear  on  that  point.  Mr.  Bent- 
ley  wrote  me  once  about  a  contract,  and,  as  I  remember,  it  was  a 
contract  that  he  had  taken  in  my  name  in  regard  to  canceling  an 
allotment,  but  as  to  the  names  I  can  not  remeniber. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  the  letter? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  not;  it  has  been  a  good  many  years  ago,  and  I  can 
not  remember  the  particulars  very  w3l. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  recollection  about  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  About  the  only  idea  I  have  about  it,  in  a  general  way,  is 
that  Mr.  Bentley  said  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  a  contract  in 
order  to  prevent  some  white  men  from  stealing  the  place.  I  was  in 
no  way  interested  in  it.    I  did  not  have  any  interest  in  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiat  was  to  be  done  with  the  consideration  that 
was  agreed  to  be  paid  to  you  in  that  contract,  of  $500? 

Mr.  I\^ES.  That  was  to  come  to  me  according  to  the  contract,  but  it 
was  understood  that  I  was  not  interested  in  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  you  going  to  do  with  it  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  supposed  it  was  going  to  Mr.  Bentley  or  the  Indian. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  anything  said  in  the  letter  about  that  that 
you  know  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  probably  there  was;  but  I  can  not  remember  the 
facts. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  not  that  letter  now,  have  you? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir ;  I  have  moved  since  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  occurred  how  many  years  ago  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  must  be  seven  or  eight  years  ago. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  was  that  before  Mr.  Bentley's  term  of 
office  expired? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  it  must  have  been  in  the  last  year  of  his  term  of 
office. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  entering  into  agreements 
of  that  kind,  of  permitting  him  to  use  your  name  in  your  absence? 

Mr.  Ives.  Mr.  Bentley  has  used  my  name  on  different  occasions, 
and  written  to  me  about  it  afterwards.  I  never  have  made  any  objec- 
tions to  anything  of  the  kind. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  this  the  only  case  of  this  kind  that  you  know  of? 
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Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir ;  there  was  one  other  case  at  one  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  before  or  after  he  went  out  of  office  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  afterwards. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  while  he  was  in  office? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  other  during  the  time  he  was 
in  office. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  it — ^you  had 
no  personal  interest  in  it  whatever  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Xot  a  cent's  worth. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  know  what  was  to  be  done  with  the 
money  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  My  memory  is  not  so  clear  on  that;  I  do  not  believe  I 
could  make  a  statement  as  to  that,  or  that  I  could  be  clear  enough  to 
make  a  statement  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Bentley.  If  the  committee  will  permit  I  would  like  to  ask  a 
question. 

The  Chairman.  Very  well. 

Mr.   Bentley.  Mr.    Ives,  do  you   remember   any  correspondence 
about  my  being  ambitious  to  take  a  delegation  of  Indians  to  Wash 
ington  about  the  time  of  this  letter  that  you  have  testified  to;  do  you 
recollect  anything  about  that  in  the  correspondence  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  remember  that  you  wrote  me  upon  that  subject  and  at 
different  times,  but  I  would  not  be  positive  as  to  the  exact  date  of  any 
of  those  matters. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Was  it  your  impression  that  this  money  secured  for 
this  tract  was  to  be  used  for  my  benefit  or  the  benefit  of  the  Indians? 
Was  there  anything  in  that  letter  to  indicate  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  but  it  was  to  be 
used  by  you  instead  of  me ;  I  was  not  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  think  it  was  a  little  strange  for  an 
Indian  agent  in  charge  of  a  lot  of  Indians  to  enter  into  a  contract  with 
a  white  man  to  have  an  allotment  canceled  so  that  the  white  man 
might  get  the  land  ? 

'     Mr.  Ives.  Well,  I  do  not  know  whether  that  w^ould  come  under  the 
right  of  an  agent  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  it  had  been  a  perfectly  proper  thing  he  could 
have  taken  the  contract  in  his  own  name,  could  he  not;  the  money  was 
to  go  to  him  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  did  not  understand  it  was  to  go  to  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  it  was  to  go  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  it 
was  perfectly  proper ;  he  could  have  taken  it  in  his  own  name,  could 
he  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  presume  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  it  not  appear  to  you  a  little  strange  at  the 
time? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  really  gave  the  matter  but  little  attention  or  thought 
at  that  time. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  been  acting  with  Mr.  Bentley  in  the 
interest  of  these  Indians,  have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  have  had  property  put  into  your  hands 
that  you  recognized,  without  any  particular  directions  from  Mr. 
Bentley,  was  in  the  interest  of  the  Indians,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  IvES.  Yes,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  You  considered  yourself  the  trustee  of  the  In- 
dians and  not  of  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  I\t:8.  I  have,  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Ever  since  you  have  been  identified  with  them  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  if  Mr.  Bentley  had  not  notified  you  it  was 
for  the  Indians  you  would  have  understood  it  was  for  the  Indians, 
would  you  not?  Suppose  he  had  a  piece  of  property  put  in  your 
name,  would  you  not  have  understood  that  it  was  for  the  Inaians 
and  not  for  him  ? 

Mr.  I\t:8.  Why  certainly  I  would. 

The  Chairman.  You  would  have  known  it  was  for  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Ives.  We  had  talked  that  over  long  before  there  was  any 
property  ever  deeded. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  why  he  put  these  deeds  in  your 
name  after  he  left  the  office? 

Mr.  Ives.  Well,  it  was  on  account  of  the  great  fight  that  was  al- 
ways made  against  him,  I  think. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  did  he  not  say  to  you  repeatedly  that  you 
had  such  a  character  that  he  felt  it  was  safe  to  put  it  in  your  hands? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  That  you  were  recognized  as  a  man  of  financial 
ability,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  better  that  you  should  hold  it 
than  himself? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  made  the  statement  that  nobody  had  ever  questioned 
my  honesty  in  regard  to  any  matters  of  the  kind,  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  put  it  in  my  hands  on  that  account. 

The  Chairman,  i  ou  are  a  man  of  considerable  property,  are 
you  not,  Mr.  Ives? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  some  little  property. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  not  bought  any  Indian  lands,  have  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Not  for  myself. 

The  Chairman.  I  mean  you  have  no  Indian  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  bought  land  of  white  people,  but  not  of  Indians. 
I  bought  one  piece  of  land  of  a  white  man  for  my  sister  last  year. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  mean  here  in  this  State? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  that  for  two  reasons,  because  I  felt  in  my 
position  I  was  under  obligations  to  do  the  best  I  could  for  the  Indians, 
and  I  felt  I  was  under  obligations  to  do.  the  best  I  could  for  my 
sister,  and  I  could  buy  land  cheaper  from  the  white  man  than  I  was 
willing  to  sell  the  same  quantity  for ;  and  the  other  reason  was  that 
I  was  afraid  of  creating  talk  that  I  was  trying  to  rob  the  Indians  if 
I  deeded  to  any  members  of  my  family. 

The  Chairman.  If  you  bought  any  property  of  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Ives.  If  I  had  any  of  the  Indian  land  deeded  to  my  family. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  did  you  buy  of  the  white  man  for  your 
sister? 

Mr.  Ives.  Seven  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  you  pay  for  it  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Two  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

The  Chairman.  You  considered  that  cheap,  did  you? 
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Mr.  Ives.  I  think  it  was  the  cheapest  piece  of  land  I  knew  of  in 
the  country  at  that  time,  considering  quality.  I  know  of  land  that 
can  be  bought  for  less,  but  not  as  good  quality. 

The  Chairman.  All  land  depends  to  some  extent  upon  its  quality, 
does  it  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  can  not  fix  an  arbitrary  value  on  land  any- 
where in  any  country,  can  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  old  a  man  are  you,  Mr.  Ives? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  am  38. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  you  a  married  man? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Ives.  This  last  time,  since  early  in  March,  1905. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  live  here  before;  and  if  so,  wjien? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  came  here  soon  after  the  opjening  of  this  country. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  country  was  opened  in  1891. 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  came  here  early  in  1892, 1  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  you  stay  here  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Five  or  six  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  your  business? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  was  in  the  real  estate  business  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  After  staying  here  six  years,  after  the  opening,  where 
did  you  go? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  believe  I  was  here  hardly  six  years.  I  went 
from  here  to  Delphi,  Ind. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wnat  did  you  do  there? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  was  in  the  mercantile  business. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  business  have  you  been  in  since  you  came  back 
here  the  last  time? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  been  in  no  business  except  acting  as  trustee  in  this 
case  and  farming  some. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Bentley  when  you  were 
here  before? 

Mr.  TvES.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  and  he  have  any  business  transactions  together 
then 

Mr.. Ives.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  that  we  evef  had  any  business 
transactions ;  still  we  were  together  quite  a  good  deal. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  date  did  you  come  back  to  Oklahoma  the 
second  time? 

Mr.  Ives.  AAHien  I  moved  back  here  it  was  early  in  March,  1905. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  lived  at  Delphi,  Ind.,  at  the  time  you  took 
this  Leonard  Hampton  contract,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wera  you  trustee  for  those  Indians  after  you  left  here 
the  fii-st  time  and  lived  in  Indiana? 

Mr.  IvES.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  become  trustee  until  you  came  bick? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  the  I^eonard  Hampton  contract  was  not  for 
your  benefit  as  trustee,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was  not  for  my  benefit  in  any  way. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  knew  nothing  about  it  except  from  such  infor- 
mation as  he  may  have  given  you? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  did  you  begin  acting  as  trustee  for  these  In- 
dians? 

Mr.  Ives.  Early  in  March,  1905,  or  when  the  first  deeds  were  made. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  property  have  you  other  than  this  Indian 
land  that  you  hold  in  trust? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  120  acres  of  land  over  here  on  the  Seminole  line. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  this  county? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  it  worth  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  it  is  worth  $40  an  acre. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  else? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  three  pieces  of  property  here  in  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  that  property  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  One  of  the  pieces  is  a  residence  on  Market  street,  worth 
$1,800. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  else? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  100  feet  on  North  Broadway,  which  I  think  is 
worth  $1,200,  and  I  have  another  piece  on  North  Baird  street  that 
is  worth  $350. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  property  have  you? 

Mr.  Ives.  That,  I  believe,  is  all  the  real  estate  I  have.  I  have 
some  notes  and  some  mortgages. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  personal  property  have  you? 

Mr.  Ives.  In  the  way  of  stocK  I  have  2  horses,  18  head  of  cattle, 
and  about  95  head  of  hogs  and  pigs. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  else? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  the  total  except  a  little  bit  in  the  way  of  farm 
machinery. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  reported  for  taxation  in  this 
county  1  horse,  1  cow,  1  carriage,  1  piano,  and  your  household  goods 
at  a  value  of  $115,  all  of  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  never  seen  an  assessor  since  I  have  been  in  this 
county. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  know  that  your  assessment  shows  that  your 
proper^  is  valued  at  $115? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know  what  it  shows. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  believe  you  are  a  married  man  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  am. 

Mr.  Embry.  Your  homestead  or  residence  here  is  exempt,  you  un- 
derstand ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  live  in  it ;  I  live  in  rented  property. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  do  you  not  live  in  your  residence  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Because  I  moved  into  the  rented  property  before  I  bought 
the  other;  I  bought  it  later  and  have  never  moved.  I  am  living  in 
the  house  I  moved  in  when  I  came  to  Shawnee. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  did  you  buy  your  residence  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  bought  that  the  first  summer  that  I  was  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  does  it  rent  for? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  has  always  rented  for  $15  a  month  since  I  have  had  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Your  personal  proj)erty,  your  two  horses,  you  know, 
are  exempt  from  sale  under  execution,  do  you  not? 
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Mr.  Ives.  I  presume  they  would  be  under  our  new  constitution ;  I 
do  not  believe  they  would  be  under  the  old. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  a  good  part  of  those  hogs  and  cattle  are  exempt. 
What  is  your  indebtedness? 

Mr.  Ives.  Outside  of  the  indebtedness  to  the  Indians  or  the  liability 
to  the  Indians 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  not  asking  you  about  that;  I  am  asking  you  about 
your  indebtedness  outside  of  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  Well,  I  am  indebted  something  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$4,000  to  Mr.  Eagan,  but  that  is  on  this  Indian  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wnat  are  you  indebted  in  the  sum  of  $4,000  for? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  money  that  I  borrowed  when  we  were  getting 
the  deeds  to  that  Indian  land  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  borrow  that  for  the  Indians?  Are  you  go- 
ing to  charge  that  against  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  borrowed  that  to  finish  paying  them  for  that  land 
down  in  Muzquiz,  and  I  gave  mortgages  on  the  Indian  land  to  se- 
cure it. 

Mr.  Embry.  \Miere  did  you  get  the  other  money  which  you  paid 
for  the  Indian  land  down  at  Muzquiz  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Well,  the  first  of  it  Mr.  Bentley  had  at  the  time  it  was 
bought  and  paid  the  first  half  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  this  $4,000  that  you  owe  Mr.  Eagan,  and  which 
you  have  secured  on  the  Indian  land,  was  not  money  borrowed  for 
your  personal  benefit,  was  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  indebtedness  have  you  now,  with  respect  to  your 
personal  liabilitv,  not  connected  with  the  Indian  transactions? 

Mr.  Ives.  About  $350  or  $400. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  enumerated  all  the  property  you  have  now? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir;  perhaps  a  few  mortgages  and  notes.  Some  of 
those  mortgages  are  against  some  Indians,  i  have  one  of  $450  that  is 
due  right  now.  In  regard  to  that,  this  is  the  man  who  owes  it  [indi- 
cating]. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  a  white  man  or  an  Indian? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  is  a  white  man. 

Mr.  Embry.  J.  W.  Smith? 

Mr.  Ives.  J.  W.  Smith. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  mortgages  have  you  on  claims  due  you? 
Is  that  $550  secured? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  is  secured  by  mortgage  on  real  estate,  and  the  others 
that  I  have  are  secured 

Mr.  Embry.  AMiat  are  the  others? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  one  against  Joe  Hill;  that  is  a  matter  of  about 
$40,  I  think ;  and  1  have  one  against  an  Indian  by  the  name  of  Pee- 
ne-she;  that  is  a  small  amount;  I  do  not  know  exactly  the  total  of 
that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  a  Kickapoo  Indian? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  you  happen  to  have  that  against  him? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  loaned  that  to  him  a  year  and  a  half  ago — a  short  time 
before  Mr.  Thackery  was  appointed  as  guardian. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  a  note  against  Pee-ne-she? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Wliat  interest  does  it  draw? 

Mr.  Ives.  Twelve  per  cent. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  trustee  for  him  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  was  not ;  he  never  left  this  country ;  he  is  still  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  else  have  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  one  against  Mack  Johnson,  and  I  have  one 

Mr.  E^ibry.  The  one  against  Mack  Johnson  is  how  much  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  The  original  note  was  $25,  and  it  has  been  running  for 
some  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  interest  do  you  charge  Mack  Johnson? 

Mr.  Ives.  His  notes  are  all  printed  on  the  face  12  per  cent. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  expect  to  collect  12  per  cent,  do  you? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  expect  to  collect  the  face  of  that  note  ana  that  12  per 
cent. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  was  your  intention  when  you  took  it  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  a  deed  of  Mack's  wife's  land,  have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mh  Embry.  Is  this  Mack  Johnson  debt  secured  in  any  way? 

Mr.  Ives.  By  chattel  mortgage. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  notes  have  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  one  on  a  man  by  the  name  of — I  have  forgotten 
his  name;  he  is  a  railroad  man.  . 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  is  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  can  not  tell  you  that  exactly.  He  has  paid  on  it  at 
different  times,  and  I  do  not  know  the  exact  balance,  but  it  is  not 
very  great;  it  is  not  more  than  $20.  I  have  one  against  another 
railroad  man  by  the  name  of  Frank  Shearon,  an  engineer. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  is  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  originally  $400,  and  there  is  a  balance.  He 
has  been  making  monthly  payments,  and  I  do  not  recall  what  the 
balance  is.  He  has  been  paying  on  it  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  I 
think  it  is  about  half  paia. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  else  have  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  name  any  others,  but  I  think 
possibly  I  have  some  others. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  enumerated  as  far  as  you  can  all  the  prop- 
erty you  have,  have  you? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  three  pieces  of  real  estate  here  in  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  need  not  repeat  it.  We  have  wasted  enough 
time  already  this  morning. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  any  interest  in  property  elsewhere? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  an  interest  in  some  accounts  still  in 
Indiana,  but  I  do  not  know  of  what  value  they  are. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  that  they  are  of  any  value  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  1  think  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  character  of  accounts  are  they? 

Mr.  Ives.  They  are  store  accounts. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  what  amount  are  they  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  there  was  something  like  $^1,300  or  $1,400  that  I 
would  have  an  interest  in. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Yours  are  old  accounts — what  are  called  bad  accounts 
when  they  quit  business? 

Mr.  Ives.  Some  are  bad. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  are  not  expecting  very  much  from  them;  you 
hope  to  get  something  out  of  them  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  any  other  property  or  interests  anywhere? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  think  of  anything  just  at  present 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  you  entered  into  this  arrangement  with 
Mr.  Bentley  to  become  trustee,  was  it  or  not  to  take  these  Indians 
to  Mexico  or  to  keep  those  who  were  then  in  Mexico  there  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  They  were  already  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  undertakmg  was  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they 
would  remain  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Ives.  They  expected  them  to  remain  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  you  acquainted  with  those  Indians  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Ives.  Some  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  greater  number  of  them 
are  incompetent  an^  ignorant  people? 

Mr.  I\TE8.  There  are  hardly  any  of  them  who  are  educated  people. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  were  you  to  do  with  the  funds,  invest  them 
personally  or  turn  them  over  to  Mr.  Bentley  for  investment  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  was  to  attend  to  that  end  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Your  trusteeship  extended  to  the  holding  of  titles  here 
in  Oklahoma  and  turning  the  money  over  to  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  To  the  Indians'  representative. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  Mr.  Bentley  as  the  Indians'  representative? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  was  no  proceeding  with  any  court,  neither  you 
nor  Mr.  Bentley  ever  were  unaer  any  bond  or  undertaking  to  account 
for  these  funds  to  the  Indians,  were  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Just  what  little  property  you  have  is  secured  on  what 
the  Indians  have,  is  not  that  the  fact? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  all  you  ever  intended  to  give? 

Mr.  Ives.  As  fast  as  I  have  disposed  of  the  land  the  money  has  been 
turned  over. 

Mr.  Embry.  Turned  over  to  whom  ? 

Mr.  I\'ES.  To  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  how^  he  has  disposed  of  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  only  what  he  tells  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  not  taken  the  pains  nor  the  time  to  ascer- 
tain whether  or  not  he  has  properly  applied  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  not  investigated  the  matter  at  all ;  no,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  see  an  item  here  of  expenses,  under  date  of  April  14, 
1906 :  "  Commission  on  sale  of  Okema  and  Thi-the-qua  land,  $500." 
To  whom  was  that  paid  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  of  that  went  to  Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  Embry.  Joe  Clark? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  $250  of  it  should  have  gone  to  myself. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  did  go  to  yourself,  did  it  not? 

Mr.' Ives.  It  did  in  the  account. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  charged  for  it,  have  you  not? 
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Mr.  IvBs.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  there  any  pther  commissions  paid  for  the  sale 
of  this  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  There  were  no  other  out  of  the  net  proceeds. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  were  there  any  out  of  any  of  the  proceeds? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  the  net  price  on  this  land  was  $32,000,  and  all 
the  rest  was  commission. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  was  there  above  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was  supposed  to  be  $7,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  whom  did  that  $7,000  go? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  went  to  a  real  estate  firm. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  were  the  parties? 

Mr.  Ives.  Kennedy  and  George  Patchin. 

Mr.  Embry.  Unless  out  of  the  net  proceeds  these  sums  for  you 
and  Clark  were  changed? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes.  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  ulark  at  that  time  was  a  partner  in  the  real  estate 
business  here  with  Mr.  Bentley,  was  he? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  had  been  prior  to  that  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  he  not  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  They  were  not  doing  any  real  estate  business  at  that 
time;  Mr.  Bentley  was  not  staying  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  understand  that  Mr.  Clark  was  a  partner 
of  Mr.  Bentley  at  that  time  in  the  real  estate  business  and  that  this 
commission  went  to  the  firm  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not;  the  office  had  been  closed  for  some  time  when 
I  came  here.  There  had  been  prior  to  that  time  a  partnership  of 
Bentley,  Clark,  and  Eagan,  but  the  office  was  closed  and  had  been 
closed  for  some  weeks  when  I  came  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  understand  and  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that 
this  man,  Clark,  still  worked  with  Bentley  in  endeavoring  to  secure 
Mexican  land  after  that  date? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  know  he  was  with  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  went  to  Mexico  with  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  he  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  do  you  not  also  know  that  they  kept  their  office, 
at  least  sufficiently,  to  do  what  business  they  had  to  do  at  this  end  of 
the  line  at  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  kept  the  office  myself. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  they  were  partners  in  that  undertaking,  were 
they  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  Mr.  Bentley  was  a  partner;  I  never  had  any  agreement 
of  any  kind  with  Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  kept  their  office  here  in  Shawnee  and  knew  that 
they  were  partners  in  the  real  estate  business  and  that  any  money 
received  by  one  went  to  the  firm,  do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  another  item  of  the  same  date,  "  Draft  to  M. 
J.  Bentley  $15,000.    What  was  that  for? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  the  balance  of  the  $15,000  that  was  paid  for 
that  Indian  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  retain  the  money  at  all;  you  turned  it 
over  to  Mr.  Bentley,  is  not  that  a  fact? 


1044  AFFAIRS   OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  got  a  draft  when  it  was  turned  over  to  me  before  I 
left  the  bank  and  mailed  it  to  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  balance  due  on  that  transaction? 

Mr.  I\^8.  Sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  with  interest. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  is  that  deposited? 

Mr.  lvE8,  The  notes  are  deposited  in  the  Shawnee  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  farther  down  in  the  account — I  am  skipping 
over  these  little  matters  ,  as  I  do  not  care  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
committee — I  notice,  under  July  13,  1906,  "  Draft  M.  J.  Bentley, 
$1,250."    What  is  that  for? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  at  the  time  of  the  sale  of  the  Johnny  Mine 
land.     AVhat  is  the  date  of  that? 

Mr.  Embry.  July  13,  1906. 

Mr.  Ives.  Mr.  Sweeney  paid  me  $1,500  on  July  13. 

Mr.  Embry.  Sweeney  paid  $1,500  for  that  land,  did  he? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  EMBRr.  What  was  done  with  the  other  $250? 

Mr.  Ives.  Two  hundred  and  seven  dollars  of  it  I  paid  to  an  Indian 
under  Mr.  Bentley's  direction. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is,  you  paid  $207  to  Mary  Penetho? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  under  Mr.  Bentley's  direction. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  only  debt  of  Mr.  Bentley  to  Mary,  was  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes ;  I  took  up  a  note. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  Mr.  Bentley  owed  her? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  see,  under  date  of  August  10  of  the  same  year, 
"  Draft  to  M.  J.  Bentley  $6,000." 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  does  that  represent? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  money  that  I  sent  him  to  finish  paying  on  the 
land.    That  was  the  last  paj^ment  on  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  that  money  come  from  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Four  thousand  dollars  of  that  is  money  that  I  got  from 
Mr.  Eagan. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  $4,000  that  you  advanced  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  and  which  I  will  have  to  pay  myself  unless  it 
is  paid  out  of  the  Indian  fund. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  secured  on  mortgages  on  a  number  of  Indian 
tracts,  is  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  the  first  or  the  last  payment  on  this  San 
Francisco  ranch? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  the  last  payment. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  what  source  was  the  first  payment  made,  if  you 
know? 

Mr.  Ives.  Mr.  Bentley  paid  that  out  of  some  money  that  he  had 
of  liis  own,  as  far  as  I  know.     I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  disposition  Mr.  Bentley  made  of 
that  $15,000  that  you  paid  him  from  tne  sale  of  the  Okema  and  the 
other  land  ? 
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Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir;  only  from  what  he  told  ijne — that  he  had  used 
it  in  various  wavs  for  the  Indians.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge 
of  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  trust  agreement  was  that  that  money  should  be 
used  for  purchasing  land  in  Mexico  for  Okema  and  the  other  Indian, 
was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives*  Well,  the  land  was  purchased. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understand  that  he  was  to  pay  $21,000  Mexican 
for  the  San  Francisco  ranch,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is,  $10,500  gold? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  turned  over  to  him  $15,000,  proceeds  of  sale  of 
this  Okema  land  and  the  other  tract,  if  one  was  sold  in  connection 
with  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  was  $15,000  gold? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  later  you  furnished  him  another  $C,000  to  finish 
paying  for  that  tract  of  land? 

Mr.  I\'E8.  Yas,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  still  understand  that  Mr.  Bentley  now  has  the 
title  to  that  San  Francisco  tract  of  land  in  his  own  name,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  understand  that  he  has  a  trust  contract  that  it  shall  be 
deeded  to  the  Indians.  I  am  not  sure  whether  I  have  ever  seen  that 
contract,  but  I  understand  that  there  is  such  a  contract. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  turned  over  to  Mr.  Bentley  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  land  which  I  have  referred  to,  to  be  used  in  paying  for  the 
San  Francisco  ranch,  and  advanced  yourself  $G,000  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, enough  to  more  than  twice  pay  for  it,  have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Well,  a  man  who  has  had  any  experience  with  the  Indians 
knows  that  there  are  a  great  many  expenses  to  be  met  outside  of  pay- 
ing for  the  land,  and  they  have  all  got  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Bonnet, 
of  the  Border  National  Bank,  of  Eagle  Pass,  has  a  mortgage  on  two 
pieces  of  Indian  land  up  here  to  secure  $11,0()0  gold,  on  Mr.  Bentlev's 
note  of  $6,000  to  that  bank? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  know  the  amount,  but  I  know  that  he 
has  a  mortgage  for  that  amount. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  mortgage  was  given  along  about  the  time 
that  this  alleged  last  payment  was  made,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was  given  prior  to  that  time,  I  think ;  I  have  not  the 
date  of  it,  but  I  thiuK  it  was  given  before  the  payment. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  understand  that  this  mortgage  that  was  given 
to  Mr.  Bonnet  was  to  secure  him  in  any  respect  with  regard  to  this 
land  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  you  understand  that  those  mortgages  were 
for,  that  they  were  given  on  your  trust  land  up  here? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  understood  that  Mr.  Bentley  had  been  using  consider- 
able money  in  paying  Indian  debts  and  furnishing  money  for  various 
purposes,  and  that  he  had  overdrawn  his  account  in  the  bank  to  some 
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extent,  and  was  likely  to  have  to  overdraw  it  more,  and  he  made  these 
mortgages  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  Mr.  Bonnet  against  any  over- 
draft that  there  might  be.  I  do  not  know  the  amount  at  the  time  he 
made  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Mr.  Bentley  render  to  you  as  trustee  any  account 
for  expenses  to  those  Indians. 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir ;  he  rendered  no  account. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  ever  check  up  what  he  spe- 1  money  for? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir ;  he  checked  up  what  I  spent  it  for. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  as  trustee,  you  do  not  know  what  disposition  he 
makes  of  this  money,  except  what  he  tells  you  in  a  general  way  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  require  him  to  give  any  itemized  account 
of  what  he  does? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  never  have  required  an  itemized  account  of  him.  Mr. 
Bentley  is  the  representative  of  the  Indians  and  not  myself. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  those  Indians  are  almost  too  ignorant  to 
have  a  representative,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  IvES.  I. should  think  they  needed  one. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  know  that  they  are  incapable  of  knowing 
what  any  man  owes  them? 

Mr.  Ives.  They  have  always  had  to  have  a  representative  and  still 
have  to  have  one. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  jrou  any  receipts  for  any  of  those  moneys  which 
you  paid  out,  amounting  to  $26,727.27? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  may  have  in  some  accounts,  but  not  in  all  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  are  not  in  the  habit  of  having  receipts? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir;  not  in  small  matters.  I  usually  pay  the  cash 
and  make  a  note  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  keep  any  books  as  trustee  in  handling  these 
estates  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Only  of  my  expenditures  and  collections. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  a  book,  have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  just  keep  it  in  a  small  notebook. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  let  us  see  your  notebook. 

(The  witness  produced  the  book  as  required.) 

Mr.  Ives,  There  are  quite  a  number  of  other  thin^  in  here,  too,  but 
here  are  just  two  pages  of  it.  I  have  something  in  another  book; 
that  is  the  last  of  it.    That  is  all  included  in  this. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  trustee  of  these  estates,  the  value  of  the  land 
exceeding  $100,  you  keep  no  book  entries  of  your  transactions  other 
than  are  contained  in  this  little  temporary  pocket  memorandum ;  is 
that  true? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  another  account  exactly  the  same  as  this  that  I 
copy  from  that  book. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  is  your  original  book  of  entry,  though  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  I  keep  with  me  all  the  time.  Whenever  I  pay  out 
money  I  put  it  down. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  the  entries  made  cover  grocery  items,  or  anything 
of  that  kind? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  never  pay  grocery  items. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  else  do  you  put  in  this  book? 

Mr.  Ives.  Any  little  matter  that  comes  up;  any  time  that  I  am 
out  and  make  a  payment  I  put  it  down. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Your  own  personal  matters  you  put  in  this  book,  just 
as  you  do  with  respect  to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  but  it  is  separate. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  you  enter  all  of  them  in  this  little  book;  just  a 
general  pocket  memorandum? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  when  that  book  is  full  you  put  it  aside  and  take 
another  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  just  the  same. 

Mr.  Embrf.  Last  evenmg  when  you  came  here  on  the  stand  and 
were  called  upon  for  your  account,  you  presented  this,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  Mr.  Bentley  passed  it  over  the  table  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  know  very  little  about  this 
account,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  made  it  out. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  what  data? 

Mr.  Ives.  From  this;  I  made  that  out  from  the  copy  that  was  taken 
from  this.     I  have  a  copy. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  the  original  of  that,  have  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives,  Yes,  sir;  and  I  got  this  up. 

Senator  Curtis.  Let  me  interrupt  you  by  asking  a  question  on  this 
point.  Mr.  Ives,  how  often  do  you  transfer  these  accounts  from 
your  memorandum  books  to  your  regular  account? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  no  regular  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  not  that  a  pretty  loose  way  to  do  business  in  the 
handling  of  money  as  trustee. 

Mr.  I\'E8.  I  have  never  carried  any  money  in  my  possession  as 
trustee.    I  have  advanced  more  money  than  I  have  ever  received  ? 

Senator  Ci:rti8.  I  understand ;  but  you  run  accounts  and  pay  bills  ? 

Mr.  I\'ES.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  pay  bills. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  have  an  account  there,  you  pay  some- 
thing, do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  run  any  accounts  at  all.  AVhenever  anything  is 
due  it  is  paid.    I  do  not  run  any  accounts  of  any  kind. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  put  it  in  this  little  memorandum  book 
and  transfer  it  whenever  it  is  convenient  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  whenever  it  is  convenient. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  as  I  understand  from  your  state- 
ment, you  are  trustee  and  holding  title  as  such  to  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^\Tien  you  sell  the  land  you  expect,  and  it  is  your 
purpose,  to  turn  the  proceeds  over  to  Mr.  Be^itley? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  let  him  dispose  of  them  to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  do  not  get  any  further  account  from  him  of 
what  he  does  with  the  money  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  way  you  have  conducted  the  business  in  the 
past,  is  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  And  it  is  the  way  you  expect  to  conduct  it  in  the  fu- 
ture, is  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  from  that  you  expect  to  receive  10  per  cent  on  the 
sales  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  my  understanding  of  it.  Mr.  Bentley  said  that 
the  amount  is  left  blank  in  the  contract ;  however,  we  have  discussed 
that  matter  and  talked  about  10  per  cent,  and  I  thought  that  10  per 
cent  was  in  the  contract,  but  I  may  be  mistaken  about  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  in  your  mind  that  that  would  be  about  proper 
for  you,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  the  amount  that  we  discussed. 

Mr.  Embry.  With  respect  to  Kish-kin-e-quote,  the  S.  i  SE.  J  sec. 
12,  T.  10,  R.  3,  and  the  N.  i  NE.  J  sec.  10,  T.  12,  R.  3, 1  wish  you  would 
turn  to  those  items.     Are  you  acquainted  with  the  value  of  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  know  it  very  well. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhat  is  it  worth? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  ought  to  be  worth  $100  an  acre,  and  there  are  80  acres 
which  ought  to  be  worth  $8,000  at  a  very  fair  valuation.  If  the  town 
builds  up  it  will  be  worth  more. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  is  that  from  the  town  ? 

Mr.  Iatis.  It  lies  right  along  the  Kickapoo  line;  they  are  a  mile 
north  of  Highland  street  and  right  along  the  Kickapoo  line. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  Kickapoo  Ime? 

Mr.  I\t:s.  The  Kickapoo  line  is  the  west  side  of  the  original  town 
here. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  with  respect  to  the  north  half  of  the  northeast 
quarter,  what  is  the^fair  valuation  of  that  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  ought  to  be  worth  $7,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  those  two  tracts  ought  to  be  worth  $15,000? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so.  The  north  half  would  not  sell  as 
readily  as  the  south  half. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  mortgaged  them  to  Mr.  Bonnet  for  $11,000, 
have  you  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  $11,000  is  for  what  purpose? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  any  overdraft 
that  Mr.  Bentley  may  have  made  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  made  this  trust  declaration  in  September,  1906, 
did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  can  not  remember  the  date;  it  was  during  1906  some- 
time. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  remember  that  those  deeds  were  taken  down  there 
along  in  July,  do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Some  of  them ;  some  of  them  were  taken  later  and  some 
of  them  one  or  two  times  this  year. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  to  the  big  bunch,  no  considerable  number  were 
taken  later  than  August,  were  they? 

Mr.  IvE&.  I  think  most  of  them  were  taken  prior  to  September. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  is  it  your  recollection  now  that  you  acknowl- 
edged your  trust  instrument  in  September,  1906  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  would  not  attempt  to  give  the  date. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  11th  day  of  September,  1906? 
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Mr.  Ives.  If  that  is  the  date  in  the  record ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  after  taking  those  deeds  and  before  you  acknowl- 
edged your  trust  agi'eeinent  and  filed  with  the  First  National  Bank, 
you  mortgaged  those  two  tracts  of  land  to  Mr.  Bonnet,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think — probably  so;  I  think  it  was  between  the  two 
dates. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  have  no  moi-e  definite  understanding  of  the 
purpose  except  to  secure  any  advances  of  that  bank  to  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  was  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  never  required  any  account  touching  this  indebt- 
edness as  to  what  was  due  on  these  mortages  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  never  required  an  account  of  Mr.  Bentley  in  my  life. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  made  this  trust  instrument 
because  of  the  investigation  of  these  land  matters  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  did  you  not  make  it  when  you  went  down  to  get 
these  deeds? 

Mr.  Ives.  Because  Mr.  Bentley  had  money  on  hand  and  thought 
perhaps  he  would  have  all  that  he  would  need  at  the  time  he  first 
went. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  trust  agreement  of  yours  touching  the  title  to 
these  lands  is  held  by  the  very  man  whose  interest  it  is  to  hold  an  abso- 
lute lease  on  this  land,  is  it  not — ^that  trust  agreement  is  held  by  Mr. 
Bonnet  himself? 

Mr.  Ives.  The  trust  agreement  was  in  Mr.  Bonnet's  bank. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understand  that  it  is  there  now,  do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  understand  that  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  committee 
now. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understand  that  it  has  not  been  recorded  in  any 
of  the  accounts  where  the  land  is  suggested  ? 

Mr.  I\'ES.  I  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  understand  that  this  agreement  on  these 
land  allotments  is  an  absolute  general  warranty  on  its  face  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  in  addition  to  giving  Mr.  Bonnet  a  mortgage  on 
these  two  tracts  of  land,  you  understand  that  one  tract  was  conveyed 
to  him  outright,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  believe  there  was  one  up  by  Harrah  some  place.  I  do 
not  remember  the  numbers  of  the  pieces  of  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understand  this  same  Mr.  Bonnet  is  the  custo- 
dian of  the  San  Francisco  ranch  title  papers,  or  your  trust  deed,  and 
of  everything  that  would  in  any  way  protect  these  Indians  in  any  of 
their  property  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  1  believe  he  has  charge  of  all  papers  of  every  nature. 
Thev  have  been  deposited  in  his  bank. 

]Vfr.  Embry.  But  it  is  also  your  understanding  that  not  one  of  the 
papers  required  to  protect  tnese  Indians  is  recorded  in  any  office 
anywhere? 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  claim  as  a  lawyer  that  a  declaration  of 
trust  ought  to  be  recorded  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  Not  to  pass  title;  I  am  not  claiming  that.  But  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind  it  is  highly  proper  that  it  should  be. 

The  Chairman.  I  assert  that  it  is  not  highly  proper. 
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By  Mr.  Embry.  Why  did  not  you  and  Bentley  deposit  these  title 
papers  in  the  hands  of  some  disinterested  parties  who  had  no  interest 
in  these  land  mortgages  or  deeds  to  them? 

Mr.  Ives.  Because  Mr.  Bentley  was  doing  all  of  his  business  prac- 
tically through  the  Border  National  Bank,  and  he  put  them  in  there 
I'ust  as  he  would  through  any  other  bank  where  he  would  do  business; 
le  used  that  as  his  bank  in  all  matters;  he  deposited  his  papers  there 
and  kept  his  account  there,  and  everything  else  that  he  was  doing  in 
a  banking  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  gets  money  there? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  has  at  different  times,  I  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  he  keeps  these  papers  there  as  further  security  to 
that  bank  for  advances  of  money  made  to  him  from  time  to  time? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  think  so;  I  do  not  know  that,  though. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  have  you  not  seen  that  the  title  to  that  San  Fran- 
cisco ranch  has  been  conveyed  to  the  proper  Indians  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Because  that  was  outside  of  my  part  of  the  work. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Mr.  Ives,  there  are  some  lists  that  I  want  to  run 
over  and  see  if  they  are  correct.  The  first  are  lots  3  and  4  in  sec  6,  T. 
12,  R.  1;  it  is  the  Kee-nah-ko-thet  land.    Have  you  the  deed  there? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  think  I  have  any  deed  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  a  statement  here  that  indicates  it. 

Mr.  Ives.  Oh!  yes,  sir;  that  deed,  I  think,  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Everest,  at  Oklahoma  City.  I  think  there  is  a  suit  on  that.  Is  that 
not  a  piece  that  Mr.  Chapman  had,  lots  2  and  3? 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  not  sure.    You  know  of  this  tract  of  land  ? 

Mr.  I\T58.  I  know  of  it ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  AATiat  is  its  reasonable  value? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  is  pretty  good  land;  I  should  think  that  land  ought 
to  be  worth  $50  an  acre. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  is  that  from  Shawnee  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Pardon  me;  I  am  mistaken.  Kee-nah-ko-thet — that 
is  a  piece  of  land  that  I  sold  to  Mr.  Fletcher  for  $3,600. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  sold  it  on  December  13,  1900? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  remember  the  date. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Vhat  did  you  do  with  the  money? 

Mr.  I\'es.  That  was  applied  on  a  note  where  money  had  been 
borrowed  from  Mr.  Everest. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  wish  you  would  look  at  your  account  and  see  if 
you  have  an  entry  of  the  receipt  of  that  $3,600 — on  your  account 
rendered  here. 

Mr.  Ives.  There  was  only  $1,500  paid  on  that;  there  is  a  mort- 
gage of  $2,100. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  an  entry  of  the  $1,500  on  your  account 
which  was  paid  ?     It  appears  here  to  be  of  date  December  13,  1906. 

Mr.  Ives.  Here  is  an  account  of  $1,335.85,  the  amount  paid  over, 
less  ex])enses. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^\liere  do  you  show  that  on  your  receipts? 

Mr.  Ives.  This  is  the  money  collected  by  me.  • 

Mr.  Embry.  Under  what  date  have  you  entered  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  December  22. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  that  among  your  credit  items? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  say  on  this  tract  of  land  there  was  considered 
$1,500? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  \\Tiat  disposition  was  made  of  that  money  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  There  was  a  difference  between  $1,500  and  $1,313,  which 
would  make  about  $187;  that  is  in  the  nature  of  expenses,  and  the 
balance  was  applied  to  the  note,  as  I  explained. 

Mr.  Embry.  Of  what  do  those  expenses  consist? 

Mr.  Ives.  They  consist  of  an  abstract,  acknowledgments,  and  notary 
fees,  and  sending  to  Washington  to  get  a  copy  of  the  trust  patent,  and 
5  per  cent  on  the  sale,  which  went  to  Mr.  Everest. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  your  commission,  was  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  never  received  any  commission  on  any  of  this. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  the  rest  of  the  money  go  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  went  on  the  note. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  pay  a  note  of  whose? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was  a  note  and  mortgage  on  the  Ah-kis-kuck  and  wife 
land,  made  by  Mr.  Bentley  and  wife  to  Mr.  Everest,  and  there  was  a 
mortgage  on  this  as  additional  security  to  that  at  the  time  this  sale 
was  made.  I  do  not  remember  the  amount  of  that  mortgage,  but  I 
think  I  have  it  with  me — yes,  here  it  is.  It  was  canceled  at  the  time 
the  sale  was  made  and  the  money  paid  over. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  I  understand,  now,  prior  to  this  time  Mr.  Bentley 
and  wife  had  given  Mr,  Everest  a  mortgage  for  a  similar  amount  on 
another  tract  oif  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  this  money  went  to  pay  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  There  was  also  a  mortgage  on  this  land  to  cover  the  same 
money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  Mr.  Bentley  did  with  the  money 
which  he  had  received  on  the  former  mortgage  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  used  it  with  the  Indians  down  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  ever  render  you  any  account  of  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  never  has;  no,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Part  of  this  is  not  paid;  I  see  the  consideration  is 
recited  as  $3,600? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  $2,100  of  it  is  not  paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  has  that  note  for  $2,100? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  turned  that  over  to  Mr.  Everest  some  time  ago  to  apply 
on  that  same  mortgage. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  not  the  money  that  you  advanced,  thirteen  hun- 
dred and  some  odd  dollars,  pay  the  mortgage  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was  $.5,000  originally. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  Mr.  Bentlev  had  prior  to  that  time  borrowed 
from  him  $5,000? 

\-f  j»  IvKs    ^'  PS  Sir. 

Mr!  Embry.  Now' as  to  the  E.  i  S.  E.  i  sec.  25,  T.  12,  R.  1,  thi' 
Johnny  Mine  allotment,  you  had  a  deed  for  that,  had  you  not? 

Mr.  IvEs.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  that  land  worth? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  land  is  worth,  i^erhaps,  $3,000  or  $3,700. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  sold  it  for  how  much  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  cash. 
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Mr.  Embrv.  Did  you  receive  a  note  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  sold  the  land  to  Mr.  Sweeney,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  trustee,  did  you  deem  it  your  duty,  when  the  pur- 
chaser failed  to  pay  the  price,  that  you  should  take  security  for  the 
balance  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  There  was  no  balance ;  the  balance  was  to  be  for  services 
rendered  by  Mr.  Sweeney.  There  was  no  balance  that  was  paid  in 
cash. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  Mr.  Sweeney  had  rendered  services  where? 

Mr.  Ives.'  To  Mr.  Bent  ley. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  In  getting  deeds  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  had  rendered  services  to  Mr.  Bentley  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  securing  deeds  to  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  presume  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  he  was  to  have  part  of  the  value  of  this  land  for 
that  service  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  the  deed  of  Mah-tah-wah  for  the  N.  ^  XW.  i 
sec.  4,  T.  10,  R.  3.     You  are  acquainted  with  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhat  is  its  value? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  land  is  not  in  a  very  well  improved  condition;  it 
is  good  land  and  will  be,  when  a  little  improved,  worth  $50  an  acre. 
At  the  present  time  I  should  say  it  was  worth  $40  an  acre. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  would  aggregate  about  $3,200? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  mortgaged  that,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  and  the  two  south  of  it,  and  one  further  across  on 
section  9  to  Mr.  Eagan,  covering  that  $4,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  four  tracts  that  you  mortgaged  to  Mr.  Eagan? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  that  is  $4,000  which  you  secured  and  sent  where? 

Mr.  Ives.  To  Pkgle  Pass  on  August  11,  1900. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  the  S.  ^  of  the  NW.  and  the  N.  ^  of  the  SW., 
sec.  18,  T.  11,  R.  3.    That  includes  an  additional  tract? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  included  in  the  mortgage  to  Mr.  Eagan,  is  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  The  same;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  Wah-pah-ho-ko  and  husband,  the  S.  i  NW.  ^ 
sec.  4,  T.  10,  R.  3.     ^^^lat  is  the  value  of  that  tract  of  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  that  is  valued  at  $2,500. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  Wah-puck-we-che's  land,  the  W.  ^  NE.  J  of 
sec.  9,  T.  10,  R.  3. 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  included  in  the  same  mortgage  to  Mr.  Eagan. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  value  of  that  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  About  $2,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  another  tnict  which  appears  to  be  in  the  name 
of  Wah-puck-we-che,  being  lots  2  and  3,  sec.  23,  T.  12,  R.  1.  Is  that 
included  in  the  same  mortgage  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  inchided  in  the  second  mortgage  that  I  mentioned 
last  evening. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wiat  is  the  value  of  that  land? 
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Mr.  Ives.  Is  that  the  full  80? 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  lots  2  and  3. 

Mr.  Ives.  There  is  a  fraction  included  in  that  adjoining.  The  full 
80  is  worth  $4,000 ;  the  fractions  are  not  so  valuable. 

Mr.  Embry.  Another  is  We-ah-che-ka,  being  the  W.  i  SW.  J  sec. 
15,  T.  12,  R.  1.     AMiat  is  the  value  of  that  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  sold  it  for  $4,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  get  the  money? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  got  $1,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  accounted  for? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  charged  yourself  with  that  in  your  account? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Mr.  Everest  have  that  money,  too? 

Mr.  Ives.  This  was  paid  to  Mr.  Everest;  and  Mr.  Everest  paid  me 
the  balance  after  taking  out  all  expenses,  and  also  settling  up 
accounts  that  had  been  made  on  this  Kickapoo  matter,  which  left  a 
balajice  of  $435.60. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  your  statement  there,  that  you  charged  the 
estate  with  that  the  way  you  have  got  it  there? 

Mr.  Ives.  There  is  an  item  there  of  $338  paid  to  Mr.  Everest  as 
a  fee  for  going  to  Washington  and  trying  to  get  a  patent  issued  on 
this  land  down  here.  That  was  sold  to  the  Shawnee  Townsite 
\  Company. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  is  the  entry  showing  that  you  received  the 
$1,000 — that  is,  when  you  paid  it  out;  where  have  you  charged  your- 
self with  it;  where  is  your  entry  showing  that  you  received  it  and 
would  be  liable  for  this  money?  Mr.  Everest  has  been  attorney  in 
this  case  quite  a  good  deal,  has  he  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  some  of  this  money  went  to  Mr.  Everest  as  fees? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  \\Tiat  portions  of  it,  if  you  know? 

Mr.  Ives.  Cases  where  there  were  sales  made  through  his  influ- 
ence he  was  to  get  5  per  cent  where  he  made  the  sale  and  closed  it  up. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  quite  a  bi^  commission,  is  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  is  the  usual  commi.ssion. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  this  country  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  In  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  land,  by  the  time  Mr.  Bent- 
ley  gets  his  pay  as  representative  of  the  Indians  and  you  as  trus- 
tee of  the  title  and  Mr.  Everest  a  commission  for  sale,  it  would  be 
pretty  hard  on  the  Indian,  would  it  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  We  do  not  expect  that  to  happen  in  many  cases. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  has  happened,  has  it  not  in  practically  all  that 
have  happened,  has  it  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  happened  in  the  Shawnee  Townsite  Companjr  case 
because  we  have  had  so  much  opposition  in  making  sales  that  it  has 
been  very  expensive  for  us  to  handle  any  at  all,  and  for  that  reason 
we  practically  quit  trying  to  make  sales,  because  it  was  so  expensive 
that  we  could  not  make  any  kind  of  showing. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  How  many  allotments  if  you  know,  do  you  hold 
now  other  than  those  that  vou  have  sold  ? 
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Mr.  Ives.  I  believe  I  have  sixty  deeds  here;  some  of  them  are  for 
equities  and  I  have  sold  four  pieces  outside  of  those  over  here. 

The  Chairman.  Outside  of  what? 

Mr.  Ives.  Outside  of  the  Shawnee  Townsite  matter. 

The  Chairman.  Outside  of  the  Shawnee  Townsite  interest,  what- 
ever that  is. 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  sold  four  besides  that;  I  believe  that  is 
correct. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  examined  this  transcript  as  to  the  appraised 
value  of  any  of  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  want  to  ask  you  Mr.  Ives  how  many  deeds  you  have 
to  this  Kickapoo  land  not  including  the  first  seven,  if  you  have  any? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  some  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Not  including  those,  and  not  including  those  about 
which  you  have  been  testifj^ing,  where  there  were  sales  or  mortgages, 
how  many  have  you — not  including  either  of  those  two  classes  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  sixtv  here  altogether;  I  do  not  remember  just,  how 
many  we  have  been  talking  about. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  would  have  sixty  less  the  seven  and  the 
other  transactions? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand  as  to  some  of  them  the  Indians  have 
executed  them  twice.  Some  executed  two  deeds  for  the  same  piece  of 
land. 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir,  in  a  few  cases.  In  the  first  seven  they  have  all 
executed  twice. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  copies  of  those  deeds? 

Mr.  Ives.  No;  I  have  not  copies,  I  have  the  sixty  original  deeds. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  a  deed  to  x\h-che-che  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  There  is  a  list  in  the  record  that  Mr.  Outcelt  re- 
ported ? 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Outcelt  reported  touching  the  seven. 

The  Chairman.  All  of  them,  as  you  will  find  if  you  will  look  it  over. 
The  list  was  put  in  the  record  by  Mr.  Goode.  There  may  have  been 
some  that  were  omitted,  but  I  suppos-e  the  list  contains  all  that  had 
been  executed  up  to  that  time,  so  1  do  not  think  it  is  worth  while  to 
put  them  in  the  record  again. 

Mr.  Embry.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  want  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  com- 
mittee. Mr.  Ives,  I  have  a  list  here,  the  best  I  can  ascertain,  showing 
47  allotments  held  by  you.  There  may  be  a  slight  error  in  that,  but 
it  is  substantially  correct. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think,  perhaps,  there  are  two  or  three  more  than  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  are  fairly  well  acquainted  with  the  land  covered 
by  those  deeds? 

Mr.  Ives.  Most  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  estimate  as  the  value  of  the  land  cov- 
ered by  those  deeds  to  you  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  With  perfect  title? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes;  w^ith  perfect  title. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  just  gave  you  a  guess  of  $250,000.  That  includes  the 
first  seven.     It  would  run  up  to  perhaps  $175,000  or  $185,000,  some- 
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thing  like  that,  including  the  Shawnee  townsite  down  here  that  I 
have  already  sold. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is,  the  deposit  is  due? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir;  including  the  amount  that  I  paid  and  the  amount 
that  .is  yet  due. 

Mr.  Embry..  Now,  Mr.  Ives,  what  I  want  to  get  at  is  this:  I  find 
these  47  deeds,  as  far  as  my  data  is  concerned,  to  be  contracts  which 
should  have  been  deeded  to  you  and  on  which  there  has  been  no 
incumbrance,  and  sold  by  you;  that  is  what  I  attempted  to  get  in 
this  list? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir.  Did  you  mean  those  that  I  have  not  incumbered 
in  any  way? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes ;  that  was  what  I  was  trying  to  get  at.  We  have 
talked  about  the  value  of  some  that  have  been  sold  sQready,  and  I  do 
not  care  to  duplicate  that. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  could  hardly  estimate  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Let  me  asfe  you  if  the  names  are  right.  Ah-che-che, 
what  is  that  worth  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Four  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Embry.  Chah-ke-che? 

Mr.  Ives.  Practically  the  same, 

Mr.  Embry.  Practi^cally  $4,000. 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  or  majbe  a  triAe  less. 

Mr.  Embry.  Ah-che-che  is  an  heir,  is  he? 

Mr.  Ives.  To  what  piece? 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  he  bought  one  heirship,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  do  not  know  positively  unless  I  know  the 
number. 

Mr.  Embry.  For  his  son  Mah-ma-ne-mah,  the  W.  h  S.  E.  i,  sec.  2, 
T.  12,R.  1? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  worth  $3,500  or  $3,800. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  Ah-ke-na-ma-tho-quah ;  what  is  that  worth 
—lot  5,  sec.  26 ;  lot  6,  sec.  23 ;  lot  6,  sec.  14 ;  T.  10,  R.  3  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  has  more  than  80  acres  in  it,  I  think,  and  it  is  frac- 
tional. It  is  very  hard  to  put  an  estimate  on  it.  Some  is  fair  and 
some  is  not.  I  expect  it  is  worth  on  account  of  its  location  perhaps 
$3,500;  otherwise  it  would  not  be  worth  near  so  much. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  exactly  Mr.  Outcelt's  estimate  of  it — 
$3,500 ;  he  puts  the  same  value  on  it  as  this  gentleman. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  have  noticed  a  few  cases  where  his  valuation  differs. 
Mr.  Ives,  here  is  the  allotment  of  Ah-nah-tha-hah-quah — is  that  a  du- 
plicate that  I  have,  or  have  vou  two  deeds  signed  in  that  name ;  is  it 
the  N.  i,  N.  W.  i,  sec.  14,  T.  10,  R.  3. 

Mr.  Ives.  On  account  of  the  location  that  is  worth  $3,600. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  Ah-ne-sha-wah-to,  the  N.  W.  i^  N.  E.  i,  and  lot 
4  in  sec.  22,  T.  12,  R.  1.    What  is  the  value  of  that? 

•Mr.  Ives.  I  could  not  give  you  a  fair  valuation  of  that  because  I 
have  not  been  over  that  land  well  enough  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  land  of  I-nesh-kin,  Mack  Johnson's  wife's  land, 
what  is  the  valuation  of  that  ? 

Mr.  IvES.  That  is  perhaps  worth  from  $1,800  to  $2,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  tract,  which  you  say  if  she  wants  to  stay 
on  vou  will  not  cause  her  anv  disturbance  ? 
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Mr.  Ives.  She  can  stay  there  during  her  lifetime  if  she  wants  to. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  she  wants  the  deed  back  you  will  give  it  back  to 
her? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  will. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  would  want  that  other  deed  to  Joe  Adams 
canceled  before  you  gave  it  back,  would  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Ivps.  Yes,  sir ;  if  he  has  a  deed,  I  would. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  would  want  to  be  protected  against  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  certainly  would  not  give  that  deed  back  if  he  has  one. 
I  am  willing  as  far  as  she  is  concerned  to  let  her  have  the  land. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  And  as  far  as  the  Government  is  concerned  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Would  you  not  be  willing  as  far  as  the  Indians  are 
concerned,  and  as  far  as  the  Government  is  concerned  to  reconvey  all 
this  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  would  be  willing  as  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  you  under  such  obligations  that  you  would  not  be 
free  to  do  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  am  under  obligations  to  the  Indians  to  hold  it  unless 
they  want  it  back. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  question  was  as  far  as  the  Government  is  con- 
cerned and  the  Indians  are  concerned,  you  would  be  willing  to  re- 
convey  all  this  land,  would  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  would,  provided  they  came  back  here  and  wanted  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Provided  they  stayed  in  Mexico  and  wanted  it,  what 
do  you  say  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  If  we  have  to  pay  the  expenses,  then  I  would  expect 
to  use  the  land  to  purchase  some  place  there  according  to  our  agree- 
ment. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  not  already  received  money  enough  to  pay 
the  expenses? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  paid  out  more  than  I  have  received,  as  my  account 
shows,  bv  between  $5,000  and  $6,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  you  do  not  know  whether  what  you  have  paid 
out  has  been  properly  applied  to  expenses  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  am  assuming  that  it  has  been.  If  I  did  not  think 
it  had  been  I  would  not  have  paid  it  over. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  never  required  any  statement  of  expenditures  to 
see  whether  it  has  been  ? 

Mr.  IvES.  I  have  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  We  were  talking  about  the  Kah-pah-he-ho-quah  land, 
being  the  E.  i  NW.  J  sec.  8,  T.  12,  R.  1.  ^^Tiat  is  the  value  of  that 
land? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  worth  $3,000. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Who  is  the  allottee? 

Mr.  Embry.  The  allottee  is  Kah-pah-he-ho-quah;  the  land  is  the 
E.  i  NW.  i  sec.  8,  T.  12,  R.  1. 

Mr.  Ives.  If  it  is  the  one  that  Mr.  Ragland  lives  on  it  is  worth 
$3,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  as  to  the  land  of  Ke-ah-qua-mo-ke  and  Kan-ne- 
pe-the  her  husband,  being  the  N.  i  SE.  i  sec.  5,  T.  10,  R.  3.  What  is 
the  value  of  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  the  land  in  section  4,  belonging  to  Pah-ke-no's 
daughter. 
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Mr.  Embry.  It  is  sec.  5,  T.  10,  R.  3. 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  in  its  present  condition  perhaps  worth  $1,500; 
that  would  be  a  good  price  for  it  under  its  present  condition. 

Mr.  Embry.  Referring  to  your  testimony  as  to  the  one  to  which 
you  have  last  referred,  we  assume  that  that  was  Ke-ah-qua-mo-ke's 
own  allotment  and  not  an  heirship? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  what  do  you  say  as  to  its  value? 

Mr.  Ives.  The  two  adjoin,  and  there  is  practically  no  difference  in 
their  value. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  the  heirship  tract  belonging  to  that  Indian  is 
worth  $1,500,  according  to  your  valuation? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  as  to  the  land  of  Ke-ah-qua-mo-ke,  being  lots  2 
and  3  in  sec.  23,  T.  12,  R.  1 ;  what  is  the  value  of  that  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  one  of  the  pieces  that  Mr.  Eagan  has  included  in 
the  second  mortgage.  I  do  not  know  the  real  value  of  that,  but  it 
would  be  very  little. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  your  impression  that  that  is  included  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  not  a  very  clear  idea  as  to  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  are  not  clear  as  to  whether  that  is  included  in  the 
mortgage  or  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  value  of  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  no  clear  idea  as  to  the  value  of  that;  I  am  not 
sure  whether  I  have  the  real  piece  in  mind  at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  the  land  of  Ke-ah-que-quah,  being  the  E.  ^ 
SW.  i  sec.  33,  T.  12,  R.  2;  what  is  the  value  of  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  am  not  familiar  with  that  piece. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  the  land  of  Ma-sha-she,  being  the  S.  i 
NW.  i  and  the  N.  i  SW.  i  sec.  18,  T.  11,  R.  3;  what  is  the  value 
of  that  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know  that  land  well  enough  to  put  a  value  on  it. 
I  do  not  think  I  have  been  on  that  land  in  ten  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  the  land  of  Ma-ska-she  and  wife,  being  the 
S.  i  NW.  i  sec.  18,  T.  11,  R.  3;  what  have  you  to  say  about  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  the  same  tract. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  the  land  of  Ma-she-kah  and  husband, 
Noten,  being  lots  3  and  4  in  sec.  7,  T.  12,  R.  1 ;  what  is  the  value  of 
that  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  the  land  George  King  is  on,  I  think. 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  worth  between  $3,500  and  $4,000. 
«  Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to   the  land    of    Nah-nah-shi-skin-no-quah, 
being  the  NE.  i  SW.J  ,  and  lot  1,  sec.  8,  T.  12,  R.   1 ;   what  is  the 
value  of  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  the  one  I  was  valuing  a  while  ago.  That  is 
worth  $3,000,  perhaps,  the  one  that  I  valued  a  while  a^o.  This  must 
be  worth  more  than  that.  I  think  from  the  description  it  must  be 
right  north  of  this  piece. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  Na-nah-shi-skin-no-quah,  being  the  NW. 
i  SE.  i  and  lot  2,  sec.  8,  T.  12,  R.  1. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Nobody  has  a  title  to  that;  there  are  a  lot  of  minor 
children  in  it  and  the  deed  there  only  conveys  part  equity. 
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Mr.  Ives.  I  think  we  have  a  small  equity  in  that;  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, I  leased  that  jointly  with  Mr.  Thackery. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  but  a  partial  interest  in  that  tract  of  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  How  about  Wah-paw-sose's  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  worth  about  $4,000. 

Mr.  Emery.  Now,  what  is  the  value  of  the  land  of  Na-mah-che- 
tha-qua,  being  lots  3  and  4  in  sec  13,  T.  11,  R.  2? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  am  not  familiar  with  that. 

Mr.  Emery.  How  about  the  land  of  Ne-pah-pah  to  Ida  B.  Bentley 
and  yourself,  being  the  N.  i  SE.  i  sec.  12,  T.  10,  R.  3;  what  is  the 
value  of  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  ought  to  be  worth  $100  an  acre. 

Mr.  Emery.  That  would  be  $8,000? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  Now,  how  about  the  land  of  Ne-kah-na-pit,  being  the 
N.  i  NE.  i  sec.  14,  T.  10,  R.  3;  what  is  the  value  of  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  worth,  on  account  of  location,  $4,000.  Except 
for  that,  it  would  be  worth  about  $2,000. 

Mr.  Emery.  What  is  the  special  feature  of  the  location? 

Mr.  R'Es.  It  lies  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  from  the  town 
here.     That  is  one  of  the  original  seven. 

Mr.  Emery.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  land  of  Okemah,  on  behalf  of 
Pah-ka-ton-oke,  heir  of  mother,  Tho-kah-qua-muck,  being  the  N.  ^ 
SW.  i  sec.  24,  T.  10,  R.  3;  what  is  the  value  of  that  land? 

Mr.  IvES.  We  have  a  small  equity  in  that,  I  think  a  one-fifth 
interest. 

Mr.  Emery.  Well,  we  will  not  bother  with  that.  How  about  the 
land  of  Okemah,  father  of  Pah-kah-tuck,  to  Mrs.  Bentley,  being  lots 
1,  2,  and  5  in  sec.  25,  T.  10,  R.  3 ;  are  you  acquainted  with  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  ^Vhat  is  the  value  of  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  worth  perhaps  from  $50  to  $60  an  acre. 

Mr.  Emery.  That  would  be  $4,000? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  is  not  an  even  80 ;  it  is  fractional. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  does  not  belong  in  the  pool;  it  is  a  different 
transaction  entirely. 

Mr.  Emery.  At  $50  an  acre  it  would  be  $4,000? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  is  not  an  even  80 ;  it  is  fractional. 

Mr.  Emery.  What  would  you  estimate  the  total  value  of  that  at? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  ou^ht  to  be  worth  $4,000,  perhaps,  but  I  do  not 
think  over  that.     I  think  it  runs  a  little  over  a  full  80. 

Mr.  Emery.  Does  that  belong  to  Mrs.  Bentley  absolutely  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  that. 

Mr.  Emery.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  the  character  of  her 
title? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know  anything  particularly  about  that;  it  is 
outside  of  mine  altogether. 

Mr.  Emery.  How  about  the  land  of  O-que-mah-ah-them,  being  the 
N.  i  N.E.  i  of  sec.  19,  T.  11,  R.  3 ;  what  is  the  value  of  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  could  not  give  you  a  fair  valuation  of  that.  It  is  a. 
pretty  good  piece  of  land. 

Mr.  Emery.  Here  is  another  tract  by  the  same  Indian,  being  the  W. 
i  of  the  N.W.  i  of  sec.  15,  T.  12,  R.  1  ? 
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Mr.  Ives.  That  is  worth  $3,500;  we  have  only  an  equity  in  that,  I 
believe. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  equity? 

Mr.  Ives.  If  that  is  the  O-que-mah-ah-them  individual  allotment 
we  have  a  straight  deed  to  it,  but  they  deeded  one  allottee  some  heir 
land  and  we  have  only  an  equity  in  the  heir  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  proportion? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  remember  as  to  that ;  I  do  not  remember  how 
the  heirship  runs. 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  about  one-third,  Mr.  Embry. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  about  the  land  of  Pah-e-nah,  being  the  W.  i  SW. 
i  sec.  11,  T.  10,  R.  3;  what  is  the  value  of  that  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  worth  from  $3,500  to  $4,000.  The  location  has 
something  to  do  with  that  also. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  peculiar  feature  of  the  location  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  lies  close  to  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  the  land  of  Pah-ko-tah ;  what  is  the  value  of 
that? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  will  sell  for  $4,000  on  account  of  location. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Outcelt  says  it  is  worth  $3,200. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  it  will  sell  for  more. 

Mr.  Embry.  With  regard  to  the  land  of  Pem-e-tum-wah,  are  you 
familiar  with  that  tract  of  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Is  that  Pakotah's  wife? 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  confused  in  my  data  here  and  do  not  find  that. 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  not  in  this  list 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  a  deed  to  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Ives  has  a  deed  to  it;  it  was  taken  last  spring, 
and  there  should  be  a  record  of  it. 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  worth  $3,500.00. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  with  respect  to  Pah-nah-keth-ko,  as  I  have  it 
here;  it  is  the  W.  i  SW.  i  sec.  18,  T.  12,  R.  2. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  am  not  familiar  with  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  with  respect  to  the  land  of  Ske-na-tho-pe,  being 
the  E.  i  SE.  i  sec.  2,  T.  11,  R.  2;  what  is  the  value  of  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  About  $900. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  as  to  the  land  of  Sha-wah-kah  being  lot  11,  sec. 
17,  T.  12,  R.  1,  and  lots  2  and  3,  sec.  18.  T.  12,  R.  1,  and  lots  2  and  3, 
sec.  20,  T.  12,  R.  1 ;  what  is  the  value  of  that  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  would  be  hard  to  place  a  value  on  it;  it  is  scattered 
and  in  small  tracts.  I  tried  to  get  the  man  to  run  his  fence  around  it 
last  spring  and  pasture  it  for  nothing,  but  he  did  not  do  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  do  you  estimate  its  value  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  $400  or  $500  would  be  a  good  price  for  it.  Part 
of  that  is  being  used  by  Mr.  Alexander's  people,  but  they  pay  no  rent 
for  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  is  Alexander? 

Senator  Curtis.  Tony  Alexander? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  has  become  of  the  timber  on  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  ever  on  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  there  was  it  has  been  taken  by  somebody,  has 
it  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know ;  there  is  no  timber  on  it  now. 
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Senator  Curtis.  The  only  man  in  possession  of  it  recently  is  Tony 
Alexander  or  his  mother-in-law? 

Mr.  Ives.  His  mother-in-law. 

Senator  Curtis.  Does  Tony  hang  around  there  when  he  is  in  this 
country? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  understand  that  he  does,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  there  any  evidence  of  timber  having  been  on  the 
land? 

Mr.  Ives.  Down  on  the  lower  part  of  it.  I  have  not  been  over  it 
sufficiently  to  state.  It  is  nothing  now  but  wild  plum  brush,  and  it  is 
very  sandy. 

Mr.  Emlbry.  Do  you  know  whether  any  timber  has  been  cut  from  it 
or  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know  that  there  has  been. 

Mr.  Emery.  Have  you  been  over  it  sufficiently  to  make  any  obser- 
vation as  to  whether  there  has  been  or  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  been  over  the  better  part.  The  lots  arfe  very  small, 
lying  right  along  by  the  river;  you  can  see  it  all  from  the  road. 
There  is  still  some  cottonwood  timber  lying  next  to  the  river,  but  I 
have  not  been  down  next  to  the  river  to  see  what  has  been  cut  there. 
There  is  a  little  strip  of  territory  lying  next  to  the  road. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  Sho-wa-ka-'s? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Isow  as  to  the  land  of  Tah-pah-the-a,  being  the  E.  J 
SW.  i  sec.  11,  T.  10  R.  3 ;  what  is  that  worth  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  consider  that  worth  $4,000.  That  is  one  of  the  original 
seven. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  one  of  the  original  seven  that  have  not  been 
sold? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  one  that  has  a  suit  on  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  the  land  of  Tah-na-ke-ah,  being  lots  2,  3, 
and  4,  sec.  15,  T.  10,  R.  3 ;  what  is  the  value  of  that  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  a  sandy  piece  of  land  and  is  badly  divided — 
another  man's  land  cuts  it  in  two. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  its  value  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Perhaps  on  account  of  being  close  to  the  town  it  is  worth 
$3,200;  otherwise  it  would  be  worth  a  good  deal  less. 

The  Chairman.  IIow  many  acres  are  there  in  that  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  There  are  a  little  over  80 ;  I  think  81  and  a  fraction. 

The  Chairman.  You  place  the  value  of  that  at  $3,200? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  about  the  land  of  Wah-nah-ke-tha-hah  and  wife 
to  Mi-s.  Bentley,  being  the  N.  i  8.  E.  i,  sec.  13,  T.  10,  R.  13;  that  is 
one  of  the  original  seven,  is  it  f 

Mr.  Ives,  les,  sir;  that  is  one  of  the  original  seven. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  value  of  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  We  consider  that  very  valuable ;  we  think  that  ought  to 
be  worth  $40,000,  and  hope  some  time  by  dividing  it  up  that  it  will 
be  worth  a  good  deal  more. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  hope  to  make  town  property  out  of  that,  do  you? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  is  that  tract  situated  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Just  west  of  the  town  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  Does  it  adjoin  the  town  ? 
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.  Mr.  Ives.  It  is  just  north  of  the  Catholic  Church  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  of  that  land  fronts  on  this  town ! 

Mr.  Ives.  It  has  a  quarter  of  a  mile  frontage. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  acres  in  all  are  there  in  the  tract? 

Mr.  Ives.  Eighty. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  character  of  the  surface  as  to  being  regu- 
lar or  irregular? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  lies  very  well. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  its  character  as  to  being  elevated  and  suitable 
for  town  residence  purposes,  or  being  low? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  stands  well,  all  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  the  most  desirable  tract  of  land  near  this  town 
in  any  direction,  is  it  not? 

Mr.   Ives.  I  consider  it  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  so  far  as  you  know  it  has  not  been  sold  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  am  auite  sure  it  has  not  been  sold ;  I  do  not  think  it 
could  have  been  sold  without  my  knowing  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  anything  has  been  paid  to 
the  Indian  for  that  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know  whether  anything  has  been  paid  at  all. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  the  piece  of  ground  that  has  a  com  crop 
on  it  now,  riffht  back  of  the  Catholic  Church  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  same  piece. 

The  Chairman.  What  do  you  .say  it  is  worth  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  it  is  worth  $40,000  at  the  present  time,  and  we 
think  by  dividing  it  up  that  it  would  be  worth  considerably  more 
if  the  town  goes  ahead. 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  by  putting  it  into  lots? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  if  you  are  improving  it 
now  or  doing  anything  with  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  We  had  it  surveyed  last  spring  so  as  to  get  the  location 
of  the  streets  in  case  it  was  laid  out,  and  liad  shade  trees  planted 
there. 

The  Chairman.  ^\Tiere  the  streets  will  go  when  they  are  extended? 

Mr.  Ives.  Along  the  line  of  where  the  streets  willgo;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  land  of  Wah-pah-che-qua- 
quah  being  the  NE.  i  SW.  i  and  lot  2,  sec.  24,  T.  12,  R.  1 ;  what  is 
the  value  of  that  tract  of  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  worth  perhaps  $3,750. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  I  ask  you  about  the  land  of  Wah-puck-we-che, 
being  the  W.  |  NE.  i  sec.  9*,  T.  10,  R.  3  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  you  asked  me  about  that ;  I  value  that  at  $2,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  as  to  the  land  of  Wah-sko-tah,  being  the  N.  J 
SE.  i  sec.  11,  T.  11,  R.  2;  what  is  the  value  of  that  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  ought  to  be  worth  $4,000. 

Mr.  E3IBRY.  Now  as  to  the  land  of  Wah-theck-ko-na-ha,  being 
the  E.  i  NE.  i  sec.  23,  T.  12,  R.  1 ;  what  is  the  value  of  that  ? 

Mr.  Ii-ES.  I  think  I  spoke  about  that  a  while  a^o.  That  is  encum- 
bered.   I  put  a  valuation  on  that  of  $4,000.    That  is  mortgaged. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  a  mortgage  to  Hal.  Johnson  on  that,  is 
there  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  Not  by  me. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Please  look  at  these  notes  and  see  if  they  refresh  your 
memory. 

Mr.  Ives.  There  is  a  mistake  in  some  places.  Hal.  Johnson  perhaps 
acknowledged  the  mortgage. 

Mr.  Emery.  The  abstract  offered  in  that  case  shows  a  mortgage  to 
Hal.  Johnson. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  that  is  an  error.  It  must  have  arisen  from  the 
fact  that  Johnson  was  the  notary  only  who  took  the  acknowledgment, 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  the  land  oi  Wah-we-ah,  being  the  N.  i  NE. 
J  sec.  14,  T.  11,  R.  2;  what  is  the  value  of  that  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  Tnat  is  worth  perhaps  $900. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  the  land  of  We-ah-che-ka,  being  lots  5  and 
6  of  the  NW.  i  SE.  i  sec.  9,  T.  10,  R.  3;  what  is  the  value  of  that 
land? 

Mr.  Ives.  That  is  perhaps  worth  $40  an  acre.    That  is  fractional. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  would  value  that  at  $3,200,  would  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  If  you  will  pardon  me,  we  have  only  an  equity  in 
that. 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  only  an  equity  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Only  an  equity  of  what  proportion? 

Mr.  Bentley.  One-third  or  one-fourtn. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  vou  place  the  whole  value  at  what? 

Mr.  Ives.  About  $40  an  acre. 

Mr.  Embry.  $3,200  would  be  safe  would  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  it  is  worth  that  much;  probablv  a  little  above 
that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  as  to  the  land  of  We-ta-mah-o-tha,  being  the  S. 
^  N.  E.  J  sec.  12,  T.  11,  R.  2;  what  is  the  value  of  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  that  ought  to  be  worth  a  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Embry.  AATiat  other  property  have  you  received  in  trust  for 
those  Indians? 

Mr.  Ives.  Nothing  except  land  covered  by  those  deeds  that  you 
speak  of. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  I  called  your  attention  to  all  the  deeds  that  you 
now  remember  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  can  not  say  for  certain  whether  you  have  or  not.  I 
have  all  my  deeds  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  To  the  best  of  your  judgment? 

Mr.  Embry.  To  the  best  of  your  judgment,  approximately,  have  I 
called  vour  attention  to  all  of  them  ? 

Mr.  ivES.  You  have,  the  greater  part  of  them. 

Mr.  EiviBRY.  When  was  the  last  deed  that  you  took,  did  you  re- 
member ? 

Mr.  IvES.  Early  this  year  sometime. 

Mr.  ICmbry.  From  whom  did  yon  take  it? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  took  it  from  some  Indian  who  was  down  there  in  Mex- 
ico; I  believe  tho-^e  covered  land  just  about  a  mile  or  so  from  town; 
I  can  not  remember  the  name  of  the  Indian. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Bentlej^  will  refresh  your  memory. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Was  it  Ah-ke-na-ma-tho? 

Mr.  I\^s.  Yes  sir,  and  Pem-e-tum-wa. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  those  Indians  personally,  do  youf 

Mr.  Ives.  I  have  never  been  in  Mexico  in  my  life. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  have  never  taken  any  interest  in  looking  after 
them,  have  you? 

Mr.  Ives.  Only  at  this  end  of  the  line. 

Mr.  Embsy.  \  ou  do  not  feel  that  under  the  arrangeiAent  it  is  your 
duty  to  look  after  them? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  my  duty  to  do  anything  more  than 
to  attend  to  affairs  at  this  end. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  are  simply  acting  in  the  capacity  as  sales  agent 
for  these  people,  are  you  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  and  renting  their  land,  collecting  their  rents, 
etc. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  leases  have  you  on  these  lands? 

Mr.  Ives.  Leases  made  to  me? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes:  approximately.    It  is  not  of  importance. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  I  have. them  all  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  give  us  the  names  and  the  lands;  just  enumer- 
ate them. 

Mr.  I\'ES.  I  have  about  11  here,  I  think;  10  or  11. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  those  all  the  leases  you  have  on  the  land? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  these  are  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  addition  to  furnishing  the  committee  a  list,  will 
you  kindly  furnish  the  Indian  Office  a  list  also  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  leases  referred  to  by  Mr.  Embry  are  as  follows : 

List  of  leases  from  Indians  to  IF.  W.  Ives, 


Aliot- 

Dient 

No. 

Name.                                                       DescrlpUon. 

Con- 
sidera- 
tion. 

234 

222 
4» 

25,26 

180 
204 

Kah-kah-to-the-qua i  S.  4  NW.  J  sec.  13,  T.  10.  R.  3 

Me-thup-pe-hah Lots  Nos.  S and  6 and  N W.  i  SE.  J  sec.  9.  T.  10  N..  R.  3  E. 

We-ah  che-kuh '  E.  i  SW.  i  sec.  15,  T.  12,  R.  1  E,  and  W.  i  NE.  i  and  E. 

1      4  N\V.  1  .sec.  24.  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E. 
Nah-nah-chI-8kin-no-quah  .'  SE.  i  and  lot  10  sec.  17,  T.  12.  R.  1  E..  and  lots  1  and  9 

of  above  section,  and  |  interest  NE.  i  SW.  |  and  lot 

2,  see.  8.  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E. 
Wa-pa-ho-ko N E.  i  and  N.  i  SE.  {  and  S.  4  N VV.  i  see.  19,  T.  11  N.,  R. 

Me-she-kah S.  4  SW.  |  sec.  3.  T.  10,  R.  3  E 

a$160.00 
a  30. 00 
100.00 

100.00 

300.00 
75  00 

28 

Me-thup-pe*hah Lot**  6.  7,  and  8  sec.  17,  T.  12,  R.  1  E 

50.00 

10,11 
215 

Ah-kis-kuch     to     Ida     B.     E.  4  SW.  4  and  W.  4  SE.  4  sec.  6,  T.12  N.,  R.  1  E 

Benlley 
Kish-ke-nlck-quote  '  S.  4  NE.  4  sec.  12,  T.  10,  R.  3  E 

300.00 
GO  00 

42 

Wah-puck-we  ehe l  W,  4  SW.  i  sec.  14,  T.  12N..  R.  1  E 

25.00 

272 

0-ke-mah  E.  1  SW.  4  see.  24,  T.  10.  R.  3 

lUU.OO 

a  Annual. 


The  Chairman.  Mr.  Ives,  you  said  at  one  time  that  you  had  so 
much  oi)position  that  you  were  unable  to  sell  this  land  and  raise 
money  on  it.     What  opposition  did  you  refer  to? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  referred  to  the  opposition  of  Mr.  Thackery's  office. 

The  Chairman.  What  was  that  opposition — what  did  Mr.  Thack- 
ery  do? 

Mr.  Ives.  The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  circulate  reports  that  our 
titles  were  not  good,  and  la  tor  on  suits  were  brought  on  them.  We 
have  also  had  considerable  opposition  from  the  Grimes,  Benson,  and 
Chapman  crowd.  They  have  brought  a  good  many  suits  against  us 
in  many  ways  and  tied  up  the  titles. 
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The  Chairman.  They  brought  suits  in  cases  where  they  took  a 
second  deed? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  they  took  second  deeds  on  practically  all  the 
land  that  we  had  except  a  few  pieces  that  were  encumbered.  They 
even  took  second  deeds,  or  third  deeds,  rather,  on  the  first  seven 
allotments  that  we  got  with  the  exception  of  two  that  were  sold  to  the 
Shawnee  Townsite  Company.  There  might  be  one  there  that  they 
did  not  take  a  second  deed  on,  but  I  do  not  remember. 

The  Chairman.  In  this  list  that  has  been  put  in  the  record  here, 
Mr.  Embry,  by  Mr.  Goode,  there  are  contained  forty-odd  pieces — 
43  or  44,  I  do  not  recollect  exactly — and  there  are  34  of  them  that 
are  shown  to  be  second  deeds  or  double  deeds. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  list.  I  got  my  list  from 
the  abstract  here. 

The  Chairman.  This  shows,  for  instance,  that  Mr.  Chapman  has 
a  great  nuiijber  of  deeds:  Mr.  Ives,  it  is  assumed,  has  deeds  to  all 
of  these  in  here;  and  Mr.  Chapman  has  a  large  number;  Mr.  Grimes 
had  some,  and  Mr.  Cade  and  Mr.  Johnson,  etc.  That  is  what  you 
mean  by  the  obstructions — that  they  obstructed  you  by  taking  deeds  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  could  not  sell  the  lands  because  they 
were  complicated? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Since  you  made. this  declaration  of  trust  in  Sep- 
tember, 1906,  have  you  taken  other  deeds? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  a  few. 

The  Chairman.  How  many? 

Mr.  Ives.  A  few;  I  do  not  remember  exactly  how  many. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  executed  any  declaration  oi  trust  for 
those? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  believe  thev  were  included  in  the  declaration. 

The  Chairman.  The  declaration  says,  "Any  title  you  now  hold 
or  may  acquire,"  does  it  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  it  does. 

The  Chairman.  You  hold  these  deeds,  taken  subsequently  to  that, 
in  trust,  do  you  not?     You  recognize  that? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  claim  any  title  in  them? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  claim  any  title  in  any  of  it  for  myself. 

The  Chairman.  You  hold  nothing  personally? 

Mr.  Ives.  The  only  titles  I  claim  are  for  those  that  I  have  bought 
outside  of  that. 

The  Chairman.  That,  of  course,  is  your  own  land;  I  refer  to 
that  that  was  deeded  to  you  by  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  claim  any  of  that  as  my  own. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  no  claim  from  any  Indian  that  you 
made  title  to,  as  personal  to  yourself — individual  property  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  willing  to  execute  an  additional  article 
of  trust,  or  declaration  of  trust,  properly  speaking,  to  those  pieces 
that  you  have  subsequently  received? 

Mr.  Ives.  Certainly,  I  am. 

Tlie  Chairman.  I  wish  you  would  do  that. 

Mr.  Ives.  Very  well. 


APFAIBS  OF   THE   MEXICAN   KICKAPOO   INDIANS.  1065 

The  Chairman.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  done;  I  have  suggested  to 
Mr.  Bentley  that  he  ought  to  prepare  such  a  paper  and  have  you 
sign  it.    You  are  willing  to  do  that,  are  you? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  am  willing  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  With  regard  to  the  opposition  from  Mr.  Thackery's 
oiBce,  what  was  that  opposition? 

Mr.  Ives.  It  was  originally  from  reports  given  out  by  the  office 
that  our  titles  w^ere  not  perfect  and  would  be  contested  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  lately  it  has  been  by  suits  and  also  by  Mr.  Ratzliff  going 
around  and  asking  the  lessors  to  pay  no  more  money  to  us  and  oppos- 
ing us  in  every  wav  possible. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Vho  is  Mr.  Ratzliff? 

Mr.  Ives.  He  is  a  man  who  has  been  coing  around  here. 

Mr.  E3IBRY.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Thackery  is  responsible 
for  those  suits  being  filed  or  not? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  know  the  Government  must  be  responsible  for  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  vou  know  whether  Mr.  Thackery  is  responsible  or 
not? 

Mr.  Ives.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  Mr.  Thackery  or  Mr.  Embry 
or  who  it  is.  Mr.  Embry's  name  is  signed  to  them,  but  I  presume 
Mr.  Embry  did  not  prepare  the  petitions,  for  most  of  them  were 
prepared  while  he  was  down  in  Eagle  Pass  or  Dougla&s. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  not  motions  for  interveners  in  the  suits  between 
you  and  Benson  filed  in  May,  1906? 

Mr.  I\iE8.  I  do  not  remember  the  date. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  are  not  advised  as  to  that,  are  you? 

Mr.  Ives.  There  was  a  petition  filed,  but  I  do  not  remember  the 
date. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  tracts  of  this  land  have  you  possession  of? 

Mr.  IvES.  There  are  perhaps  21  leases  here;  some  of  those  cover 
more  than  one  piece. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  tracts  have  you  possession  of?  Have  you 
possession  of  all  that  are  called  for  by  these  leases  ? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  I  have  through  leases;  I  believe  I 
have  all  of  those. 

Mr.  Embry.  Your  tenants  are  on  there,  are  they? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  E31BKY.  Has  the  Government  tenants  on  any  of  those  tracts? 

Mr.  Ives.  The  (iovernment  tenants  are  not  on  any  of  those,  I  be- 
lieve. Some  of  them  called  for  loss — one  that  calls  for  only  a  small 
tract. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  undertaking  of  these  lessees  to  pay  you — 
approximately  how  much  have  they  agreed  in  writing  to  pay  you 
for  this  last  year? 

Mr.  I\t:s.  I  think  between  $2,000  and  $2,700 — approximately  that. 
It  would  run  more  than  that  oii  account  of  some  getting  a  share  of 
their  crops;  in  some  cases  that  would  be  more  than  their  usual  cash 
rent.    In  one  case  it  has  been  considerably  less. 

The  Chairman.  In  this  opposition  do*^  not  the  inspectors  contend 
a  good  deal  about  them  attacking  the  title? 

Mr.  Ives.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  remember  an  interview  that  was  said  to 
have  been  had  with  >h'.  Thackery  two  years  ago  this  summer,  in 
which  the  title  was  severely  arraigned  ? 
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Mr.  IvE8.  Yes,  sir;  I  remember  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Ives,  when  you  had  sold  this  trust  land  and 
received  more  than  $15,000,  and  had  these  Indians  in  Mexico,  or  had 
claimed  to  have  bought  the  tract  of  land  for  them  in  Mexico  for 
less  than  $15,000  in  gold,  and  the  title  to  that  land  was  taken  and 
held  by  Mr.  Bentley  and  not  secured  to  those  Indians,  have  you  any 
reason  for  blamiiig  Mr.  Thackery  for  doubting  the  good  faith  of 
yourself  and  Mr.  Bentley  in  that  deal  ? 

The  Chairman.  I  should  think  that  would  be  a  question  for 
argument. 

Mr.  Ives.  I  think  it  would  be  pretty  hard  for  me  to  explain  so 
that  you  would  understand  it  at  all.  If  you  knew  the  conditions 
better  perhaps  you  would  know  better  mv  feelings  in  the  matter. 
I  do  not  think  t  could  explain  it  so  I  could  make  you  understand. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

A.  H.  IKENBERRY,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  l^Tbere  do  you  live  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  I  have  my  residence  here  in  Shawnee.  I 
have  been  knocking  around  for  two  years,  but  I  claim  this  as  my 
home  at  the  present  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  were  you  during  the  spring  and  summer  of 
1906? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  was  in  old  Mexico  most  of  the  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  what  point? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  The  greater  part  of  the  time  I  had  a  mine  about 
150  miles  north  or  northwest  of  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  Prior  to  going  to  Muzquiz,  what  was  your 
business  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  I  had  not  been  doing  anything  for  a  few 
months  before,  but  before  that  I  was  in  the  sash  and  door  and  in- 
terior finish  business. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  you  doing  in  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  went  down  there  in  the  interests  of  this  mine 
that  I  spoke  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  About  how  far  was  that  from  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  In  the  neighborhood  of  150  miles. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  to  the  committee  if  during  the  months  of 
April,  May,  June,  July,  and  August,  or  any  of  those  months,  you 
were  in  the  city  of  Muzquiz. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  I  arrived  in  Muzquiz,  I  think,  on  or 
about  the  22d  or  23d  day  of  June. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  who,  if  anyone,  from 
Shawnee  you  met  there. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  I  met  a  number  of  gentlemen  from 
Shawnee. 

Senator  Curtis.  Give  us  their  names. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  There  was  Mr.  Clark 

Senator  Curtis.  Joe  Clark? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  This  Mr.  Clark  here — I  think  his  name  is  Joe — 
and  Mr.  Brown. 

Senator  Curtis.  A1  Brown? 
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Mr.  Ikenberrt.  Yes,  sir ;  and  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  L.  C.  Grimes? 

Mr.  Ikenberrt.  I  could  not  tell  you ;  I  did  not  know  any  of  those 
gentlemen  before  I  met  them  down  there.  There  was  another  gentle- 
man there  by  the  name  of  Grimes,  but  I  do  not  think  I  ever  met  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  was  an  old  man  and  a  young  man? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Which  one  did  you  meet? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  The  elder  gentleman ;  and  there  was  a  gentleman 
there  by  the  name  of  Moore — I  think  they  call  him  Cal;  and  I  met 
Mr.  W.  L.  Chapman — I  think  those  are  his  initials — and  Mr.  Russell 
Johnson. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  they  doing  there,  if  you  know  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  as  near  ag  I  could  find  out,  their  intention 
was  to  buy  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  vou  talk  with  them  any  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  dia  at  different  time?. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  you  talk  with? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  it  is  possible  that  I  talked  with  all  of  them 
during  the  time  I  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  remember  a  conversation  with  either  of 
them? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Nothing  of  any  particular  importance  regarding 
any  business  affairs.  It  was  in  a  general  way;  I  just  met  them  and 
passed  them ;  or  stopped  and  talked. 

Senator  Curtis.    Did  you  meet  George  Outcelt  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.    Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.     Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.    Some;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^Vhat  conversations,  if  any,  did  you  have  with 
him? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  the  first  day  I  met  him  some  one  intro- 
duced me  to  him — Iforgot  who — and  he  made  the  statement,  I  think, 
that  he  was  the  assistant  United  States  attorney,  and  that  he  was 
down  there  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  an  investigation  in  regard 
to  some  affairs  that  I  think  he  said  Mr.  Bentley  was  mixed  up  in. 

Senator  Curtis.    What  else  did  he  say? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  to  prove  what  he  was  supposed  to  be  he 
pulled  out  a  stack  of  something  from  his  pocket,  something  like  that 
check,  that  could  have  been  a  fist  of  deeds  of  a  form  about  that  size. 

Senator  Curtis.    You  did  not  examine  those,  did  you? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.    No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  what  they  were  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  I  dp  not.  I  did  not  examine  them  to 
know  exactlv  what  they  were. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  further  conversation  did  you  have  with 
him? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  believe  he  said  that  Mr.  Bentley  had  been  doing 
some  things,  or  taking  some  deeds,  and  that  he  had  a  copy  of  them ; 
(hat  those  articles  that  he  pulled  out  of  his  pocket  were  the  copies. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  say  anything  about  other  people — the 
Grimes  or  Clark  people? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.    I  do  not  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.    Or  Chapman? 

18929— VOL  2—07 24 
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Mr.  Ikenberry.    I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.    ^Miere  did  you  meet  him  that  day? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  To  the  best  of  mv  recollection,  it  was  right  on  the 
corner — right  south  of  what  we  call  the  jail. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  into  any  place  of  business  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  I  did;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Into  the  corner  saloon. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  do — what  did  he  invite  you  to  do  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Mr.  Outcelt  asked  me  if  I  would  take  a  drink 
with  him  and  I  told  him  I  would,  and  he  called  for  two  bottles  of 
beer,  and  we  drank  it  while  we  were  sitting  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  his  condition  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  I  am  not  really  an  expert  on  conditions  in 
a  man. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  or  not  appear  to  be  under  the  influence 
of  liquor? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  he  appeared  to  be 
somewhat  under  the  influence  of  liquor;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  meet  him  after  that? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  How  long  do  you  mean? 

Senator  Curtis.  At  any  time  during  your  visit  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  often? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Several  times  a  day,  as  a  usual  thing. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  his  usual  condition  while  he  was  there 
and  during  your  visit? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  There  was  more  or  less  drinking  going  on,  but  as 
far  as  the  exact  condition  is  concerned,  as  I  say,  I  am  not  an  expert 
and  I  do  not  know  much  about  conditions. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  meet  a  man  there  known  as  Doctor 
Conine? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  An  American  who  pretended  to  be  a  Mexican 
interpreter  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  He  pretended  to  be  an  American;  he  said  he 
was  born  in  San  Antonio,  and  he  did  interpreting  for  me  in  some 
business  I  had. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  he  was  with  these  gen- 
tlemen that  you  have  named  any  of  the  time. 

Mr.  iKENBfiRRY.  Ycs,  sii*. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  whether  or  not  you  saw  Mr.  Outcelt,  Doctor 
Conine,  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Chapman,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Moore 
together  there;  and  if  so,  how  often. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Do  you  mean  all  together  at  one  time? 

Senator  Curtis.  No;  at  various  times. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  were  continuo.usly  together  it  appeared  to 
me. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is,  you  mean  some  one  or  more  of  them 
were  toorether? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Some  one  or  more  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  with  this  Mr.  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Almost  any  time  we  would  meet  on  the  street 
or  saw  each  other. 
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Senator  Curtis.  While  you  would  be  together  would  these  gen- 
tlemen tell  their  mission  there — ^the  Grimes  or  Chapman  crowd  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  they  were  very  reticent  with  regard  to 
speaking  anything  more  than  they  were  to  buy  lands — ^investments, 
as  I  understood  it 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  state  to  the  committee  what 
condition  those  gentlemen  were  in,  whether  they  were  drinking 
or  whether  they  were  drunk  there,  to  your  knowledge. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  saw  most  of  them  at  different 
times — that  is,  at  one  time  or  another — during  my  stay  there  take 
drinks;  but  I  will  state  that  the  weather  being  so  hot  and  the  water 
being  so  poor  I  do  not  think  there  were  many  there  but  who  did  take 
a  drink. 

Senator  Curtis.  Water  is  not  good  for  drinking  down  there,  is  it? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  Indians  around  there  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  Kicking  Kickapoo  In- 
dians? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  I  know  the  name  of  one  just  when  I  meet 
him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  of  a  band  of  Indians  known  as  the 
Kicking  Kickapoos  or  Mexican  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  have  heard  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  those  Indians  that  you  met  down  there 
in  Muzquiz  ?    Did  they  belong  to  that  band  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  they  did;  that  was  my  understanding  at 
least. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  their  condition  usually  when  they  were 
in  town,  both  men  and  women  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  say  that  it  was  not  the  best. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  they  drinking? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say  that  I  saw  many  Indians  take  a 
drink,  but  their  condition  showed  to  me  that  they  had  been  drinking. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^\Tio  were  they  with  generally  uptown  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  were  principally,  when  they  were  with  any 
of  the  Americans,  with  what  were  usually  termed  the  American  outfit. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  mean  old  man  Grimes? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  and  Brown  and  Chapman  and  Cal  Moore, 
and  that  bunch  of  people. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  Did  you  see  those  men  give  those  Indians  any- 
thing to  drink? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say  that  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  them  up  in  their  room  at  any  time? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  state  positively  which 
their  rooms  were.     Mr.  Outcelt  asked  me  up  in  his  room  one  day  to 
examine  a  gun  that  he  had,  or  to  show  it  to  me.    I  did  not  see  any  in 
that  room. 
.  Senator  Curtis.  Were  there  any  in  the  adjoining  room? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  rather  think  it  is  an  adjoining  room.  I  saw 
them  right  upstairs  over  this  saloon  in  the  corner  room;  I  saw  In- 
dians there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  any  white  men  with  them? 
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Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  at  any  time  see  any  Indian  women  up 
there  with  these  Grimes  people?  , 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Not  with  white  men;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  up  to  the  Indian  camp? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  This  man  Outcelt  wanted  you  to  know  his  busi- 
ness, and  so  he  showed  you  the  papers? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Apparently  he  did ;  that  is  the  way  I  took  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  showing  them  around  there  to  the  Ameri- 
cans usually,  or  did  you  notice  that? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  did  not  see  him  show  them  to  any  other  person. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  state  to  the  committee  about 
how  often  during  your  stay  in  Muzquiz  these  Kicking  Kickapoo 
Indians  were  up  m  town,  and  with  some  one  or  more  of  those  gentle- 
men you  have  mentioned  other  than  Mr.  Outcelt. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  were  there  every  day. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  the  Indian  interpreters  they  had, 
Mack  Johnson  or  Mr.  Murdock  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Not  personally,  although  I  knew  who  they  were 
by  sight. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  them  pointed  out  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  Murdock  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  him  there  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;   I  think  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  day  you  saw  him,  what  was  his  condition  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  saw  him  several  times  when  his  condition  was 
not 


Senator  Curtis.  He  was  drunk,  was  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  would  call  it  so ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Mack  Johnson  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Not  personally ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  pointed  out  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  had  a  good  many  of  those  Indians  pointed  out 
to  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  a  man  named  Mack  Johnson,  who 
was  acting  as  interpreter,  pointed  out  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir ;  I  understood  he  was  an  interpreter. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  drunk  or  sober  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  The  greater  part  of  the  time  I  would  pronounce 
him  drunk. 

Senator  Curtis.  A\1io  were  those  interpreters  with  most  of  the 
time — the  Indians  or  with  the  Grimes  people? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  were  back  and  forth  with  the  Indians,  and 
then  they  were  away. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  then  with  the  Grimes  people;  you  saw  them 
frequently,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  there  anything  that  occurred  down  there  at 
any  time  that  you  think  you  should  call  this  committee's  attention  to 
with  reference  to  the  conduct  of  these  Indians  or  the  other  people  ? 
If  so,  state  anything  that  occurred  to  attract  your  attention. 
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Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  the  larger  part  of  the  actions  was  such 
that  I  would  not  consider  it  becoming  in  an  American  citizen — ^that 
is,  what  I  would  call  an  ideal  American  citizen's  actions. 

Senator  CuR'ns.  The  action  of  whom  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  The  different  ones  of  the  people  I  have  men- 
tioned. 

Senator  Curtis.  Of  what  you  would  call  the  Grimes  crowd? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  they  doing? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  The  evening  Mr.  Bentley  was  released  from  jail 
my  wife,  Mrs.  Bentley,  and  a  gentleman  whose  name  I  think  is 
Harris — ^he  represented  a  Chicago  house;  he  was  around  fitting  spec- 
tacles for  different  people  there — had  gone  to  supper,  and  as  we  came 
back  from  supper,  on  this  comer — ^the  jail  was  on  one  corner  and  a 
saloon  on  the  other  and  a  saloon  right  over  to  the  left — standing  right 
on  this  comer  there  were,  I  think,  three  hacks  standing  there,  and 
they  were  practically  loaded  with  Indians,  and  I  do  not  remember 
which  buggy  it  was  or  which  hack,  but  any  way  there  was  some  one 
coming  out  of  a  saloon  with  what  we  would  call  booze,  bottles  such 
as  I  have  drank  some  out  of,  which  he  carried  and  put  under  the  seat 
of  his  hack. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  who  that  man  was? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  one  of  the  party — either  Grimes,  Moore, 
Brown,  Chapman,  or  one  of  that  party? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  am  under  the  impression  it  was  one  of  the 
attendants  in  the  saloon,  one  of  the  saloon  men,  who  had  the  booze. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  any  of  these  white  men  in  the  wagons? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cuhtis.  WTiich  ones? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  Mr.  Moore  was  in  one. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  else? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  remember  who  was  in  the  rear  wagon, 
but  I  think  Mr.  Grimes  came  out  of  the  building,  and  there  seemed 
to  be  a  woman  there  that  I  would  call  very  much  mtoxicated. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  Rachael  Kirk,  was  it? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  tell  you;  I  never  heard  her  name 
mentioned. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  they  do  with  that  woman  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  picked  her  up  and  loaded  her  into  the  hack, 
and  Mr.  Grimes  jumped  in  and  they  drove  off. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  they  pick  her  up? 

Mr.   Ikenberry.  Bodily. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  lifted  her  in  the  hack? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  was  so  drunk  she  could  not  get  in  the  hack, 
was  she? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir:  that  is  what  I  considered  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  looked  at  the  woman,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  is  a  very  young  woman,  is  she  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say  that  I  saw  her  w^ell  enough  to 
state  about  her  age. 
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Mr.  CrRns.  She  was  small  sized? 

Mr.  Ikexberry.  Yes,  sir:  medium. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  anybody  mention  who  that  woman 
was  ? 

Mr.  Ikexberry.  Xo,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  her  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  Rachael  Kirk 
or  not,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberrv.  I  could  not  say. 

Senator  Curtis.  AMiat  other  occurrence  did  you  witness — ^what 
remarks  were  made  around  there  by  Mr.  Harris  or  the  others? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  made  the  remark  that  I  was  very  proud  that  I 
was  an  American  citizen,  and  he  put  out  an  oath  about  a  yard  long 
and  said  he  did  not  think  he  would  be  an  American  citizen  unless 
the  Government  would  demand  the  righting  of  this  wrong.  That  is 
along  the  line  of  the  remark  he  made. 

Senator  Cirtis.  The  conduct  of  this  Grimes,  Chapman^  Cal  Moore, 
Johnson,  Al.  Brown  crowd  was  such  as  to  disgust  the  American 
citizens  who  were  in  the  city  of  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  the  gentlemen  who  were  with  you? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir:  the  remarks  I  heard. 

Senator  Curtis.  A\Tiat  else  did  you  notice  on  that  night? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  In  regard  to  what? 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  pass  on  or  did  you  see  anything  more 
that  niffht  of  those  parties? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Mr.  Bentlev  came  along  just  a  few  minutes  after 
these  people  went  away.  I  Kad  some  business  with  Mr.  Bentley 
and  we  went  on  up  the  street. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  interest  directly  or  indirectly 
in  this  land  ?  ^ 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  any  business  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Bentley  with  re<i)ect  to  these  lands  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  ever  had? 

Sir.  Ikenberry.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  your  business  with  Mr.  Bentley  was  not  in 
relation  to  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Xo,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  what  else  passed  between  you  and  Bentley, 
if  anything? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  was  waiting  there  to  see  Mr.  Bentley  regarding 
the  disposition  of  some  property  that  we  had  there  that  belonged  to 
the  companv  I  was  representing. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  want  to  buy  it,  if  you  know  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  he  said  there  were  a  couple  of  Indians  who 
were  not  Kickapoos  and  who  wanted  a  place  to  stay,  and  we  had  some 
commissaries  out  at  the  mine,  and  he  asked  permission  to  let  them 
stay  there  and  make  a  home  there  and  watch  the  property. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  tell  you  why  he  wanted  them  to  stay  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  anything  else  that  you  noticed- 
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Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  noticed  the  police  getting  pretty  busy  around 
there  at  that  time ;  they  were  in  consultation  with  each  other  and  it 
looked  to  me 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  consult  with  any  American  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say  that  they  consulted,  but  I  saw 
them  mingling  together. 

Senator  Curtis.  Which  ones? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  Al.  Brown  was  the  principal  one ;  I  could 
not  say  as  to  just  which  other  ones  were  there  at  that  time,  because  I 
walked  on  up  the  street  and  did  not  pay  any  attention. 

Senator  (Jurtis.  State  what  else  you  noticed  that  night  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  noticed  that  they  had  taken  all  the  prisoners 
out  of  jail  and  put  them  on  police  dutyand  tried  to  catch  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  after  Mr.  Bentley  had  been  discharged 
by  the  court,  was  it? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  at  his  trial? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  was  not  at  the  trial ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  on  the  outside? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  on  the  outside. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^Vhom  did  you  notice  of  this  crowd  around  on  the 
outside  there,  and  in  and  out? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  There  were  several  who  were  quite  conspicuous 
there. 

Senator  Curtis,  ^^^lo  were  they  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Mr.  Brown  and  this  man  Grimes,  Mr.  Outcelt, 
and  I  think  Mr.  Moore  was  around  there  more  or  less. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  them  say  anything  about  the  trial  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  either  of  them  talk  with  you  about  Mr.  Bent- 
ley or  the  trial  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  I  think  very  little,  if  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  forgotten  it,  have  you  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Thev  might  have  made  the  remark,  and  I  think 
they  did,  that  he  was  down  there  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  In- 
dian land  and  they  wanted  it ;  something  of  that  kind. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is.  Grimes  and  that  crowd? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  any  of  them  say  why  Bentley  was 
arrested  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  None  of  that  crowd ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  any  Mexicans  say  why  he  was  ar- 
rested ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  did  not  talk  their  language, 
you  understand ;  there  w^re  very  few  Mexicans  I  could  talk  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  that  did  you  notice  these  gentlemen  doing 
anything  that  would  attract  the  attention  of  an  American  citizen 
down  there  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  it  attracted  my  attention,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  I  thought  the  whole  proceeding  was  out  of  the  regular. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  that,  and  while  you  were  there  during  the 
different  days  that  you  remained  there,  while  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Brown, 
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Mr.  Curtis.  She  was  small  sized? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  medium. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  anybody  mention  who  that  woman 
was? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  her  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  R^chael  Kirk 
or  not,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhat  other  occurrence  did  you  witness — ^what 
remarks  were  made  around  there  by  Mr.  Harris  or  the  others? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  made  the  remark  that  I  was  very  proud  that  I 
was  an  American  citizen,  and  he  put  out  an  oath  about  a  yard  long 
and  said  he  did  not  think  he  would  be  an  American  citizen  unless 
the  Government  would  demand  the  righting  of  this  wrong.  That  is 
along  the  line  of  the  remark  he  made. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  conduct  of  this  Grimes,  Chapman,  Cal  Moore, 
Johnson,  Al.  Brown  crowd  was  such  as  to  disgust  the  iVmerican 
citizens  who  were  in  the  city  of  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  the  gentlemen  who  were  with  you? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  the  remarks  I  heard. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  else  did  you  notice  on  that  night  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  In  regard  to  what? 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pass  on  or  did  you  see  anything  more 
that  night  of  thase  parties? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Mr.  Bentley  came  along  just  a  few  minutes  after 
these  people  went  away.  I  had  some  business  with  Mr.  Bentley 
and  we  went  on  up  the  street. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  interest  directly  or  indirectly 
in  this  land  ?  ^ 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  any  business  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Bentley  with  respect  to  these  lands? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  ever  had? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  your  business  with  Mr.  Bentley  was  not  in 
relation  to  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  what  else  passed  between  you  and  Bentley, 
if  anything? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  was  waiting  there  to  see  Mr.  Bentley  regarding 
the  disposition  of  some  property  that  we  had  there  that  belonged  to 
the  companv  I  was  representing. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  want  to  buy  it,  if  you  know  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  he  said  there  were  a  couple  of  Indians  who 
were  not  Kickapoos  and  who  wanted  a  place  to  stay,  and  we  had  some 
commissaries  out  at  the  mine,  and  he  asked  permission  to  let  them 
stay  there  and  make  a  home  there  and  watch  the  property. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  tell  you  why  he  wanted  them  to  stay  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  anything  else  that  you  noticed. 
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Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  noticed  the  police  getting  pretty  busy  around 
there  at  that  time ;  they  were  in  consultation  with  each  other  and  it 
looked  to  me 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  consult  with  any  American  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say  that  they  consulted,  but  I  saw 
them  mingling  together. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhich  ones? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  Al.  Brown  was  the  principal  one ;  I  could 
not  say  as  to  just  which  other  ones  were  there  at  that  time,  because  I 
walked  on  up  the  street  and  did  not  pay  any  attention. 

Senator  CTurtis.  State  what  else  you  noticed  that  night? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  noticed  that  they  had  taken  all  the  prisoners 
out  of  jail  and  put  them  on  police  duty  and  tried  to  catch  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  after  Mr.  Bentley  had  been  discharged 
by  the  court,  was  it? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  at  his  trial  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  was  not  at  the  trial ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  on  the  outside? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  on  the  outside. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhom  did  you  notice  of  this  crowd  around  on  the 
outside  there,  and  in  and  out? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  There  were  several  who  were  quite  conspicuous 
there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  they  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Mr.  Brown  and  this  man  Grimes,  Mr.  Outcelt, 
and  I  think  Mr.  Moore  was  around  there  more  or  less. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  them  say  anything  about  the  trial? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  either  of  them  talk  with  you  about  Mr.  Bent- 
ley or  the  trial  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir ;  I  think  very  little,  if  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  forgotten  it,  have  you? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  might  have  made  the  remark,  and  I  think 
they  did,  that  he  was  down  there  for  the  purpose  of  getting  the  In- 
dian land  and  they  wanted  it;  something  of  that  kind. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is,  Grimes  and  that  crowd  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  any  of  them  say  why  Bentley  was 
arrested  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  None  of  that  crowd ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  any  Mexicans  say  why  he  was  ar- 
rested ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  remember;  I  did  not  talk  their  language, 
you  understand;  there  wpre  very  few  Mexicans  I  could  talk  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  that  did  you  notice  these  gentlemen  doing 
anything  that  would  attract  the  attention  of  an  American  citizen 
down  there  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  it  attracted  my  attention,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  I  thought  the  whole  proceeding  was  out  of  the  regular. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  that,  and  while  you  were  there  during  the 
different  days  that  you  remained  there,  while  Mr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Brown, 
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and  Mr.  Chapman  and  those  people  were  there,  what  was  their  gen- 
eral conduct  toward  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  seemed  to  be  around  with  them  all  the  time — 
most  of  the  time  at  least. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  the  Indians  most  of  the  time  were  drunk, 
were  they  not,  while  those  white  men  were  with  them? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir ;  they  seemed  to  be. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  the  white  men  were  not  very  drunk,  were 
they? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say  that  they  were. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  looked  like  they  were  giving  the  whisky  to  drink 
and  throwing  theirs  outside  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  It  looked  as  if  they  had  the  larger  portion.  It 
seemed  that  they  took  particular  pains  to  run  hacks  from  the  camp  to 
the  town ;  that  was  the  appearance  of  it  to  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  how  far  the  camp  was  out  from  the 
town  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  never  out  there,  were  you  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  about  the  21st  of  July,  1906  ? 
•   Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  remember  of  a  number  of 
Indians  being  taken  up  to  Guajardo's  house,  the  man  they  call  the 
Jefe  Politico. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  had  understood  that  there  had  been  Indians 
around  there,  but  I  was  not  there  at  the  time  there  was  any  particular 
thing  done. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  nothing  about  that? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Grimes  bringing  any  Indians  in 
or  out  of  Musquiz  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  met  Mr.  Grimes  and  several  of  them  down  at 
Ezperanzas  the  night  I  came  out. 

Senator  Curtis.  Tell  us  what  occurred  then,  or  what  you  noticed, 
and  how  many  Indians  there  were  and  what  kind  of  Indians. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  there  were  14  or  15  Indians,  something 
like  that,  in  a  bunch;  I  did  not  count  them,  but  that  is  my  judgment. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  we  will  say  from  10  to  16. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  where  they  were  going? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  were  going  to  Musquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  were  returning  from  where,  if  you  know  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Mr.  Moore  told  me  they  were  returning  from 
Sabinas,  or  from  Eagle  Pass;  I  would  not  say  which,  but  coming 
from  there  back. 

Senator  Curtis.  Among  that  crowd  did  you  notice  any  old  women? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  There  was  an  oldish  woman  in  the  crowd. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  she  was  about  blind  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  their  condition;  had  they  been  drink- 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  did  not  show  the  evidence  of  drink  then  as 
much  as  they  did  a  good  many  other  times  when  I  had  seen  them. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  these  gentlemen  say  anything  to  you  about 
having  secured  deeds  from  them,  Cal.  Moore  or  Grimes  or  any  one 
of  that  party  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  Cal.  Moore  stated  that  he  had  ^ot  a  deed. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  say  anything  about  these  other  people 
getting  deeds? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  He  said  they  were  there  for  the  purpose,  but  he 
did  not  tell  me  how  many  deeds. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  them  at  any  other  time,  either  on  the 
road  between  Eagle  Pass  and  Musquiz,  or  anywhere  else  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  we  left  Esperanzas  that  morning,  and  I 
did  not  see  them  after  that.  There  were  a  few  Indians  in  Eagle 
Pass  as  I  came,  out,  but  I  do  not  know  who  they  were  or  where  they 
were  going. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  you  were  in  Eagle  Pass  did  you  see  any 
of  this  Grimes-Chapman  crowd  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  1  do  not  think  so;  I  do  not  remember. 

The  Chairman.  When  these  coaches  were  there  and  these  people 
were  there,  and  in  the  condition  you  have  mentioned,  did  you  see 
Mr.  Outoelt  about  there  that  night? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  If  I  remember  aright  he  was  standing  on  the 
street  on  this  evening  that  I  speak  ot  when  these  three  particular 
hack  loads  went  out,  out  he  was  not  mingling  with  the  crowd  when 
I  saw  him. 

The  Chairman.  He  was  an  observer,  was  he? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  he  was ;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  often  do  you  think  you  saw  Mr.  Outcelt 
down  there  while  you  were  there — I  do  not  expect  jou  to  be  exact 
about  it? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  I  saw  him  on  an  average  of  half  a  dozen 
times  a  day,  possibly  more. 

The  Chairman.  Did  vou  see  him  at  any  time  while  you  were  there 
under  the  influence  of  liquor? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  I  would  pronounce  it  so,  though  I  say  I  am 
no  judge. 

The  Chairman.  You  know  when  a  man  shows  signs  of  having 
been  drinking,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  His  appearance  to  me  was  that  he  had  been. 

The  Chairman.  How  often  did  you  see  him  in  that  condition  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  would  say  over  a  few  times,  probably  a  half 
a  dozen  times  when  it  was  really  noticeable. 

The  Chairman.  Was  that  the  only  time  that  you  drank  with  him, 
that  night? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir ;  I  think  he  and  I  had  a  drink  at  another 
time;  that  is,  it  came  in  pint  bottles  and  we  ordered  up  the  bottles; 
we  call  it  a  drink ;  it  is  a  bottle  of  beer. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  want  to  ask  you  if  that  night  of  Mr.  Bentley's 
trial  and  when  you  saw  these  Grimes  people  with  the  hacks,  and  you 
say  Mr.  Outcelt  was  standing  on  the  sidewalk,  was  he  talking  with 
any  of  the  Grimes  crowd? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  he  was  standing  alone. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  telegraph  office  later  that 
night? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  j[ou  have  any  conversation  with  him? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  vou  know  what  he  was  doing? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  He  had  the  appearance  of  writing  a  telegram. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Mr.  Grimes. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  who  that  telegram  was  to  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  to  state  the  sentiment  of  the 
ranchers  and  the  white  people  who  came  from  the  surrounding 
country  and  stayed  about  the  plaza  and  observed  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Grimes  and  his  party,  and  Mr.  Outcelt  generally ;  what  did  they  call, 
if  anything,  this  gang  of  men,  and  what  was  their  sentiment  as  you 
heardf  it  expressea  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  The  ones  that  I  heard  express  themselves  said  it 
was  a  damn  shame.  I  think  some  of  them  put  a  little  bit  more 
cuss  words  in  than  that. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  recall  the  incident  of  Mr.  Black  making 
some  remark  when  Mr.  Brown  tried  to  sit  down  beside  him  in  the 
plaza  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  There  was  somethirg  of  that  kind;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  think  you  would  be  able  to  repeat  in  sub- 
stance to  the  committee  what  Mr.  Black  said  to  Mr.  Brown  or 
Grimes,  I  have  forgotten  which  one  it  was  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  think  I  could  get  it  near  enough. 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  did  not  want  him  to  sit  there,  did  he  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  He  did  not  want  him  to  sit  there,  that  was  my 
impression;  he  wished  him  to  go  away,  and  made  some  remark  that 
I  do  not  recall. 

Mr.  Bentley.    He  said  something  about  contempt,  did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.     It  was  along  that  line ;  that  was  the  nature  of  it. 

The  Chairman.    Did  he  ask  him  to  move  away? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  That  was  the  nature  of  the  request;  that  he  did 
not  want  him  to  sit  beside  him. 

Mr.  Bentley.  As  far  as  you  were  able  to  learn  what  seemed  to 
be  the  opinion  of  the  people  as  you  heard  them  express  themselves 
in  relation  to  Mr.  Outcelt  s  investigation  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  Mr.  Black  made  the  remark  that  he  was 
a  hell  of  a  United  States  attorney;  going  around  and  telling  every- 
body his  business. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  remember  any  expression  that  would  indi- 
cate whether  or  not  the  people  believed  there  was  any  sincerity  at  all 
in  his  investigation;  what  did  the  people  say  in  relation  to  it  as  far 
as  you  can  recollect? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  toll  what  they  thought,  but  the  gen- 
eral impression  seemed  to  be  that  it  was  all  a  farce,  but  the  exact  re- 
marks I  do  not  recall. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Were  you  in  the  vicinity  of  the  jail  when  my  boy 
was  thrown  in  prison? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.    I  think  I  was  on  the  plaza  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Did  jv>u  learn  for  what  purpose  or  for  what  reason 
he  was  put  in  jail? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.    No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  remember  any  remarks  being  made  about 
it  at  the  time? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.    Not  that  I  distinctly  remember  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Were  you  on  the  plaza  when  I  came  out  of  the 
jail? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.    The  evening  you  were  released  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.    Yes. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say  that  I  was ;  I  did  not  see  you  come 
out. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  saw  nie  that  evening  about  the  plaza;  I  was 
free  when  you  saw  me,  was  I  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  saw  you  just  a  few  minutes  after  I  got  out;  you 
were  going  north,  up  toward  the  telegraph  office. 

Mr.  Bentley.  State  what  your  impression  was  from  observing  the 
conduct  of  Grimes  and  Outcelt  and  Guajardo's  clerk  as  to  whether 
you  inferred  that  they  were  going  to  get  another  warrant,  and  if  there 
was  not  a  good  deal  of  confusion  among  all  of  them  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  confusion  among  them, 
but  I  did  not  hear  them  make  any  remarks  as  to  what  they  were  try- 
ing to  do. 

Mr.  Bentley.  But  you  did  see  Mr.  Outcelt  and  these  people  con- 
sulting around  together? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  the  bunch. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Did  they  seem  excited  or  disturbed? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  were  rather  stirred  up  for  some  cause  or 
another. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  committee  whether  or 
not  had  you  been  in  my  place  under  the  circumstances  you  would 
have  remained  there  or  left. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  most  certainly  would  have  got  out. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  as  to  the  efforts 
that  were  made  on  the  part  oi  Grimes  and  Brown  to  aid  the  police 
in  trving  to  capture  me  after  I  had  been  discharged  and  had  peace- 
ably left? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Nothing  more  than  just  my  observation. 

Mr.  Bentley.  AVhat  did  you  observe? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  observed  the  police  and  these  parties  together 
mingling,  and  they  seemed  to  be  excited  and  were  talking  to  each 
other,  and  of  course  I  drew  the  conclusion  that  there  was  something 
of  that  kind  goinff  on. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Bid  vou  see  the  police  returning  the  next  morning  in 
company,  on  horseback,  from  these  white  men  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  saw  them  ride  up  to  the  jail,  on  horseback. 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  looked  as  if  they  had  been  out  all  night  some- 
where, did  they  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  that  appearance. 

Mr.  Benti^y.  Did  they  seem  to  be  armed? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  policeman  did,  he  alwaj^s  went 
armed. 

Mr.  Bentley.  How  about  the  white  men  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say  as  to  that. 

Mr.  Bentley.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  you  not  know  in  a  general 
way,  from  observation  that  these  white  men  and  the  police  were  all 
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cooperating  together  and  went  in  different  directions  to  apprehend  me 
if  possible  f 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  That  was  the  impression  I  got  of  it. 

Mr.  Bentlby.  The  police  watched  the  hotel  where  my  wife  re- 
maiined,  did  they  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  he  called  there  two  or  three  times  during 
the  fore  part  of  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Was  it  your  impression  that  I  had  committed  any 
crime  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  was  not  aware  of  your  having  committed  any. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  had  not  heard  me  charged  with  any  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  no  more  than  you  were  not* treating  the 
Indians  right. 

The  Chairman.  Who  did  you  get  that  from  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  Cal.  Moore  was  the  main  man  who  talked 
to  me  in  regard  to  that,  and  then  the  next  morning  Mr.  Grimes  ap- 
proached me.  This  was  in  Esperanzas  on  my  way  home.  My  wife 
and  I  were  on  the  way  to  the  depot  and  Mr.  Grimes  approached  me 
and  made  some  remark  to  vindicate  himself  at  least  in  tne  deal,  and 
intimated  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  not  using  the  Indians  right,  etc.,  and 
I  said  to  him  "  Well,  the  proceedings  look  to  me  very  unbecoming," 
and  he  apparently  got  angry  and  said  I  was  very  unreasonable  and  ne 
would  not  talk  to  me.  I  told  him  that  was  all  right.  I  said  the  street 
was  just  as  broad  to  go  as  to  come,  and  I  passed  on. 

Mr.  Bentley.  State  to  the  committee  if  you  heard  any  expression 
from  the  old  timers  whom  you  met  on  the  plaza  and  around  Muzquiz 
as  to  my  treatment  of  the  Indians,  as  to  whether  I  treated  them  badly 
or  well  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  WTiat  do  you  mean  by  the  old  timers  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  mean  the  white  people  who  live  in  Muzquiz,  the 
people  who  had  no  interest  in  this  matter,  and  the  people  who  were 
not  there  to  buy  land — citizens  of  that  country  who  speak  English? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  The  matter  was  discussed  and  the  opinion  or  those 
people  seemed  to  be  that  you  had  treated  them  fairly ;  tnere  was  noth- 
ing said  to  the  contrary  that  I  remember. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Father 
Andres,  the  parish  priest,  in  relation  to  myself  and  the  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  not  personal  knowledge  that  Father  An- 
dres concealed  me  in  his  house  and  aided  me  in  escaping  from  the 
police? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  did  not  have  any  conversation  with 
the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Bentley.  But  you  knew  that  to  be  a  fact,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  not  also  know  that  it  was  through  his  influ- 
ence that  I  was  able  to  get  a  hack  from  some  of  the  churchmen  to 
get  away  from  town? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  recall  that  Father  Andres  sent  a  guard 
along  with  me,  or  a  servant  of  his,  to  aid  me  in  locating  this  coach? 

Mr.   Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  From  what  j'^oii  observed  of  the  treatment  of  Fa- 
ther Andres  of  me,  would  you  have  been  led  to  think  that  I  had  his 
confidence  or  not? 
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Mr.  Ikenberry.  In  what  way  do  you  mean,  bv  his  confidence? 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  inferred,  did  you  not,  that  he  was  doing  all  he 
could  to  help  me  get  away? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  he  treated  you  very  kindly  and  treated 
you  as  a  gentleman  and  wanted  to  do  all  he  could  to  aid  and  assist 
you;  that  was  the  general  appearance  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  were  you  at  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  If  I  remember  aright,  we  got  there  on  the  21st 
or  22d  day  of  June,  and  we  left  there  about  the  11th  or  12th  of  July. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  whom  do  you  refer  when  you  say  "  we  "  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  My  wife  and  I. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  was  your  home? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  My  home  was  in  Iowa,  my  original  home. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  went  from  what  place  to  Muzguiz  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I. came  from  Iowa  to  Shawnee  m  November,  1905, 
and  remained  here  until  January  26,  I  think  it  was,  and  I  started  to 
old  Mexico  from  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  January  26  you  started  to  old  Mexico? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then,  I  believe,  you  were  interested  in  some  mines,  or 
were  working  at  some  mines  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  went  to  a  mine  that  I  was  interested  in. 

Mr.  Embrv.  How  far  from  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  In  the  neighborhood  of  150  miles. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  acquainted  with  Mr.  Bentley  at  Shawnee, 
werp  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  you  first  meet  him? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  In  Muzquiz,  on  my  first  trip  down  there.  It  was 
the  latter  days  of  January,  1906. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  then  interested  in  your  mining  property? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  came  back  to  Muzquiz  on  the  occasion  you  refer  to 
in  your  testimony  to  see  Mr.  Bentley  about  some  business,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  came  back  on  my  way  out  to  stay  and  met  Mr. 
Bentley  and  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Galan.  Mr.  Galan  had  been 
working  with  us  and  assisting  us  to  get  along  at  the  mine,  to  get 
help  and  supplies,  and  through  Mr.  Galan  Mr.  Bentley  found  out 
that  we  had  some  commissary  stores  there,  and  su^^ested  that  if 
we  were  to  allow  those  Indians  to  stay  in  those  buildmgs  that  they 
would  buy  their  commissaries  from  us,  and  we  wanted  to  sell  the 
commissaries. 

Mr.  Embry.  Those  buildings  were  how  far  out? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  were  at  the  mine. 

Mr.  P]mbry.  About  LIO  miles,  were  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  As  near  as  I  can  get  at  it. 

Mr.  Emrky.  One  hundred  and  firty  miles  from  ^Muzquiz  to  the 
Indian  village? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Thcv  wanted  to  take  some  Indians  out  there,  did 
they  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  One  or  two,  or  such  a  matter  as  that.  They 
wanted  to  stay  there;  they  wanted  to  hunt  in  the  mountains,  and 
wanted  to  use  those  buildings. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  had  been  buying  your  supplies  and  things  from 
Galan,  had  you? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Galan  had  acted  as  our  agent  in 
town  to  receive  supplies  and  forward  them  into  town  because  wr 
were  so  far  out;  that  is  to  a  certain  extent,  not  fully. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  quite  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Galan  were 
you? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  quite  well. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  through  him  you  got  acquainted  with  Mr.  Bent- 
ley? 

Mr,  Ikenberry.  Xo,  sir;  it  was  not  through  him  at  all.  Charlie 
Palmer,  our  superintendent,  gave  me  an  introduction  one  morning 
at  the  breakfast  table. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  Father  Andres  sent  a  servant  along  to  help 
Mr.  Bentley  find  a  coach  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  do  you  know  that? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  There  was  an  old  gentleman  around  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  him? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  vou  see  him  going  after  the  coach  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Ves,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  him  find  the  coach? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  time  of  the  night  or  day  was  it? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  It  was  along  about  11  o'clock  at  night. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  with  him? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  helping  Mr.  Bentley  to  get  away  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  assisting  him  to  find  a  coach. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  assistance  did  you  render  Mr.  Bentley  to 
escape  from  Mexico? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  That  was  the  only  thing  that  I  helped  him  in. 
After  he  got  the  coach  I  went  back  to  town ;  I  did  not  see  him  after 
that  until  I  saw  him  at  Eagle  Pass  on  my  way  out. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  you  heard  expression  there  from  old-timers 
that  Mr.  Bentley  had  treated  the  Indians  fairly?  Were  you  at  that 
Indian  camp? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  expression  did  you  hear  from  them? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  In  a  ireneral  discussion  of  it  once,  some  of  them 
came  in — the  ranchers — there  was  just  a  general  conversation. 

Mr.  Embry.  Name  some  of  them. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Mr.  Black  and  a  ranchman  who  lives  right  across 
the  river —  I  can  not  remember  his  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  Weller? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Weller:  that  was  the  man,  and  there  was  a  Ger- 
man there;  I  do  not  reinemlKT  his  name.     He  was  a  ranchman. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  they  pretend  to  know  how  Mr.  Bentley  had 
treated  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  seemed  to  be  posted  in  such  a  way  that  they 
considered  the  Indians  had  been  treated  fairly.  I  inferred  that  from 
the  conversation  we  had. 
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Mr.  Embri'.  How  many  times  did  you  see  Mr.  Black  at  Muzquiz 
during  those  times? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Possibly  a  dozen  times  during  the  time  I  was 
there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  about  this 
matter  each  time  he  was  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  not  each  time. 

Mr.  Embrit.  About  how  many  times  did  you  converse  with  him 
about  it? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Possibly  two  or  three  times. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  Mr.  Bentley  present  at  any  of  the  times? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  Mr.  Black  say  in  those  conversations  ? 

Mr.  iKENBERRr.  I  do  not  think  it  was  that  conversation,  but  the 
inference  that  I  had  was  what  I  have  told  you. 

Mr.  Embry.  Give  us  the  conversation  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  conversation.  It  was 
while  we  were  talking  about  ranch  matters  and  other  things.  It  was 
just  to  pass  away  the  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley  was  holding  out  to  these  ranchmen  the 
thought  that  as  soon  as  he  could  get  this  money  out  of  the  Oklahoma 
land  he  would  buy  land  from  those  ranchmen,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  did  not  express  themselves  to  me,  though  I 
did  understand  there  was  one  ranch  to  be  bought,  provided  the 
Indians  funds  would  reach  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  at  Father  Andres'  house  when  Bentley 
was  there  that  night  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  went  there  with  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  Father  Andres  say? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  was  not  present. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  did  not  hear  anv  of  the  conversation? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  remained  outside  the  door. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  kindness  to  which  you  refer  consisted  of  what? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  lie  seemed  to  allow^  him  to  stay  there  until  he  could 
get  a  coach  for  him  to  go  out;  he  told  him  to  stay  there  a  certain 
length  of  time;  he  gave  us  ample  time  to  get  the  coach  and  make 
arrangements. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  Francisco  De  P.  Andres? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  recall  his  name  now.  Does  it  give  his 
capacity  or  official  business?    \\Tiat  is  he  there? 

Mr.  Embry.  Ho  has  signed  this  here;  I  do  not  know  w^hat  it  is; 
maybe  you  can  tell  [handing  paper  to  witness]  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  recall  him  now. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Father  Andres  have  an  attendant  or  secretary 
or  some  colaborer  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Not  that  I  saw. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  acquainted  with  his  establishment? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  lie  might  have  had  one  there  as  far  as  you  know? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  He  might  have  had;  I  could  not  say. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  may  not  have  understood  you  correctly,  but  I 
thought  you  made  some  reference  to  a  cell  where  somebody  was  con- 
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fined.    Was  Mrs.  Bentley  under  arrest  at  any  time  there,  or  was  it 
Mr.  Bentley  that  you  refer  to? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  remember  making  any  remark  of  that 
kind.  I  went  there  one  morning  to  pay  the  fine  of  some  Indian  who 
was  in  there.  He  had  already  secured  the  money  and  bailed  himself 
out. 

Mr.  Embry.  For  what  reason  did  you  go  to  pay  his  fine? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Mr.  Bentley  told  me  to  go  and  pay  his  fine  and 
keep  track  of  the  amount. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  suggest  what  you  should  do  with  the  Indian  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  To  turn  him  loose — ^just  pay  his  fine  and  let  him 
out.     But  when  I  got  there  he  had  already  raised  the  money  himself. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  Mr.  Bentley  was  acquitted,  or  got  away, 
you  were  in  Muzquiz,  were  you  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  at  the  trial  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  who  was  at  the  trial,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Nor  what  occurred  there  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  The  only  thing  I  could  see  was  the  people  coming 
in  and  out,  of  course,  around  there;  sitting  in  the  plaza,  more  or  less. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  places  are  there  down  there  for  a  man  to  loaf 
or  spend  time  when  he  is  not  engaged  in  business? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  The  only  places  are  the  saloons,  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  plaza  and  the  saloons  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr..  Embry.  If  the  most  decent  American  was  down  there  and  also 
a  gang  of  outlaws,  he  could  hardly  avoid  them,  could  he? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  would  mix  up  more  or  less;  they  are  bound 
to  meet  each  other  because  it  is  a  small  plaza,  about  the  size  of  one  of 
our  blocks. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  hear  Outcelt  talking  to  Grimes  or  any  of 
those  people  about  this  trial  of  Bentley's? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  nothing  in  particular. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  that  which  is  not  in  particular,  if  anything; 
what  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  We  would  meet  and  hold  conversations  and  pass 
the  time  of  day,  and  there  may  have  been  some  remarks  made,  and 
we  would  go  on. 

Mr.  Embry.  Just  as  men  would  who  happen  to  meet  at  a  hotel? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  did  not  hold  any  private  conversations  with  any 
of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  these  police  returned  that  morning,  apparently 
from  a  search  for  Mr.  Bentley  after  he  got  away,  where  were  you 
at  the  time  they  returned  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  was  standing  on  the  plaza. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  saw  them  return  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  saw  them  sitting  on  their  horses:  I  can  not  say 
that  I  saw  them  return  because  they  were  standing  still  when  I  first 
saw  them. 

Mr.  Embry-.  Do  you  know  where  they  had  been? 
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Mr.  Ikenberry.  Not  of  my  personal  knowledge.  I  understood 
the  imipression  was  around  there  that  they  had  teen  to  the  Indian 
camp. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  whom  did  you  understand  that? 

Mt%  Ikenberry.  From  different  ones  that  I  happened  to  hear  make 
remarks. 

Mr,  Embry.  What  white  men  were  with  the  police  or  marshals? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  A1.  Brown  •  there  was  just  one  policeman  and  Al. 
Brown  together  that  I  saw ;  what  I  call  the  chief  of  police. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  concluded  that  they  had  been  out  trying  to 
catch  Bentley? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  That  was  the  general  impression  among  the  people. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  did  you  hear  give  an  expression  of  that 
kind? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  did  not  keep  track  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  a  matter  that  you  gave  no  particular  thought 
to  at  the  time? 

Mr.  Ikenbfjiry.  No  more  than  in  passing,  the  same  as  any  other 
subject  that  would  naturally  come  up  and  not  be  of  interest  to  a  man. 

Mr.  Embry.  Or  just  a  careless  expression  that  might  be  made  that 
was  of  no  value? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  A  man  forms  a  general  impression  that  is  usually 
correct  about  such  matters. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Mr.  Bentley's  boy  being 
thrown  in  prison? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  understood  he  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  whom  did  you  understand  it? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  his  mother  told  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  nothing  about  it  yourself? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  was  not  there  when  he  was  thrown  in ;  I  did  not 
see  him  thrown  in. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  it  happened  while  you  were 
in  town  or  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  understood  that  it  had. 

Mr,  Embry.  It  was  Mr.  Black  who  said  that  Outcelt  was  a  hell  of 
a  United  States  attorney;  going  around  and  telling  his  business  to 
everybody  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  vou  had  told  Outcelt  what  he  said? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  ifo,  sir,  I  do  not  think  I  had  said,  but  he  had  an 
impression  of  his  own,  somehow. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  not  Outcelt  making  his  investigation  with  respect 
to  Bentley's  treatment  of  the  Indians  f 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  the  subject  of  considerable  conversation 
around  there,  Mr.  Bentley's  treatment  of  the  Indians,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  the  principal  part  of  it  was  his  being 
thrown  in  jail  because  it  all  happened  at  just  about  the  time  we  got 
there. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  their  talk  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  It  all  came  up  in  the  course  of  conversation. 

Mr.  Embry.  Outcelt  was  down  there  for  that  purpose  ? 
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Mr.  Ikexberry.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  he  told  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  would  be  the  way  to  find  out  anything  of  course  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  certainly. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  it  that  jrou  say  Mr.  Black  or  some  other  per- 
son would  not  let  sit  down  by  him,  or  suggested  that  he  move  from 
the  place  on  the  plaza? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  It  was  Al.  Brown;  that  was  my  understajiding. 
I  did  not  see  the  incident;  I  heard  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  that,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  was  not  personally  present. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  all  of  those  Americans  there, 
where  they  take  their  meals,  that  they  would  come  out  and  eat  on 
the  plaza  or  in  their  rooms,  or  where  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  think  most  of  that  crowd  boarded  right  back 
of  the  saloon,  riffht  back  in  the  same  building. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  a  hotel  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  guess  you  would  call  it  a  hotel. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  you  board  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  boarded  at  a  Mexican's  down  the  street,  just 
west  of  the  Juscada. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  was  this  plaza  from  where  those  people 
boarded  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  It  came  right  up  to  the  corner,  and  the  eating 
house  was  right  back  of  it  in  the  same  building. 

Mr.  Embry.  Americans  would  gather  on  that  plaza  there  fre- 
quently, all  those  who  were  in  the  town,  would  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Most  of  them  were  there  during  the  day. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  it  was  on  that  occasion  when  vou  saw  Outcelt 
there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Not  the  one  I  spoke  of. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  at  his  room  one  time,  were  you? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  the  other  occasions  where  did  you  see  him,  other 
than  in  the  plaza  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  As  I  told  you  before  I  met  him  in  front  of  the 
saloon  and  he  asked  me  to  take  a  glass  of  beer  with  him  and  we  went 
in  and  sat  down  at  a  little  table. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  you  stay  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Possibly  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Mr.  Embry. 'Did  he  come  out  with  you? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  AMiat  made  you  think  he  had  been  drinking? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  the  fact  was  I  had  seen  him  drink,  and  he 
had  the  appearance  of  having  a  little  bit  more  than  he  got  while  I 
was  sitting  with  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  times  did  you  drink  that  day? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  drank  one  pint  bottle  of  beer. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  sufficient  to  make  it  appear  that  you  had 
beon  drinking? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  think  so;  it  is  something  that  I  do  not 
take  to  make  it  appear  that  I  have  been  drinking.  I  very  seldom 
take  it  at  all. 
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Mr..  Embry.  At  the  time  you  saw  these  hacks  come  up  there  and 
they  put  this  Indian  girl  in  the  buggy,  were  those  extra  hacks  or  the 
usual  hacks  running  from  Muzquiz  to  the  Indian  village? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  were  the  hacks  that  had  been  used  there, 
and  that  I  had  seen  at  different  times  used  for  the  purpose,  but  where 
they  got  them  I  can  not  tell  you. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  those  Americans  were  down 
there  to  buy  land  from  the  Mexicans  that  a  number  of  thrifty  Amer- 
icans used  to  run  the  hacks  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  because  the  different  ones 
I  spoke  of  were  driving. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^\Tiich  ones? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Cal.  Moore  and  a  fellow  named  Grimes,  young 
Grimes  and  Mr.  Grimes;  the  old  gentleman  got  in  this  one  hack  at 
this  particular  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  driving  the  old  gentleman's  hack? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  tell  you;  I  was  looking  more  to  the 
one  that  loaded  the  party  in.  He  was  there  and  got  right  in  and 
drove  off. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  observe  that  those  were  buggies  or  rigs  that 
had  been  gotten  at  a  regular  livery  stable  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  know  where  they  got  them;  they  were 
light  wagons. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  was  Outcelt  standing  from  them  when  they 
started  away  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  could  not  say. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  approximately  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  About  30  or  40  feet. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  far  were  you  from  them? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Just  across  the  street,  about  30  or  40  feet,  hardly 
that  as  they  came  out;  they  came  practically  toward  us.  The  hack 
stood  in  the  street  and  they  came  toward  us.    The  streets  are  narrow. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  they  brought  this  intoxicant  out  and  put  her 
into  the  buggy? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  say  they  put  her  in;  I  did  not  see  them  bring 
her  out  of  that  place. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  there  any  Mexican  police  around  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  did  not  see  any. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  they  picked  this  girl  up  bodily  and  put  her 
in.  Describe  more  particularly  how  they  handled  her;  did  they  take 
her  by  the  arms  or  drag  her. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  took  her  by  one  arm  around  the  shoulders, 
and  the  other  around  her  feet,  and  then  lifted  her  up. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  they  sit  her  on  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  know;  they  sat  her  on  somebody  who 
was  sitting  in  there.    They  just  laid  her  in  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  Chapman,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  It  may  have  been. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  two  persons  did  the  lifting,  who  were  the  people 
who  lifted  her  up? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Mr.  Grimes  was  the  gentleman  who  put  her  in  the 
buggy. 
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Mr.  Embrt.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  some  kind  of  division 
there  among  the  Americans,  was  there  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  division, 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  a  kind  of  Grimes  crowd  and  Bentley  crowd, 
was  it  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  They  kept  to  themselves. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  did  not  associate  together  much  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.    Not  particularly. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  were  in  the  Bentley  bunch? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  know  particularly  who  was  in  the  Bent- 
ley bunch;  I  saw  Mr.  Field  there,  and  I  think  a  gentleman  by  the 
name  of  Sweeney. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Sweeney  was  shoving  Indians  around  there  as 
much  as  he  could,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  he  was  not.  He  was  prohibited  by  the 
police  from  speaking  to  any  Indian. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  that  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  farm  down 
there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  understood  that  he  had. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVho  else  were  with  the  Bentley  crowd  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  know,  when  it  comes  to  defining  crowds 
whether  I  can  do  it.    I  had  no  interest  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  naturallv  inclined  to  the  Bentlev  crowd  be- 
cause you  had  some  business  with  him  and  had  known  Mr.  Galan ; 
Mr.  Galan  had  been  a  correspondent  or  agent  there  for  you  in  assist- 
ing in  the  commissaries,  and  that  brought  you  in  touch  with  the  Bent- 
ley crowd? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Galan  had  anything  to 
do  with  it  during  the  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Galan  is  a  trader  there,  is  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  That  is  he  brought  me  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  is  a  trader  there,  is  he  not?  Did  he  not  have  a 
store  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  He  used  to  have  a  store,  but  he  did  not  have  any 
goods  in  it ;  not  enough  to  amount  to  anything. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  enough  about  Indians  to  know  that  you  do 
not  have  to  have  very  much  goods  to  run  an  Indian  store  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  am  not  very  much  versed  in  Indian  affairs. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  had  the  Indian  trade  at  the  agency  there  during 
Mr.  Bentley 's  supremacy,  did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  know  how  he  could  have  had;  that  is, 
during  the  time  I  was  there,  because  he  did  not  have  enough  in  his 
store  to  stock  a  hand  car.  The  only  thing  I  saw  in  his  store  that 
would  make  you  call  it  a  store  was  some  Mexican  drawn  work. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  some  Mexicans  there  known  as  Guerra 
&  Son  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  It  is  Guerra  &  Brother;  yes,  sir.         » 

Mr.  Embry.  They  had  a  store,  did  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  Indians  traded  with  them,  did  they  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry'.  I  saw  Indians  at  almost  every  store  in  town.  I 
suppose  they  did  some  trading  there. 
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Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  conduct  of  neither  one  of  those 
crowds  came  up  to  what  you  would  deem  ideal,  did  it  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberrt.  I  do  not  know  anything  out  of  the  way  with  those 
other  parties,  whichever  crowd  you  might  class  them  with. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  do  you  mean  by  the  other  parties? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  mean  Mr.  Field  and  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Sweeney. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Clark's  deportment  was  good,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  he  with  the  Bentley  crowd  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  mixed  up  with  them 
or  not;  he  was  around  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  frequently  did  you  see  Joe  Clark  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Possibly  tnree  or  four  times  a  day,  and  maybe 
more. 

Mr.  Embry.  For  how  many  days? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  During  my  stay  there;  that  is,  part  of  the  time. 
I  do  not  think  he  was  in  town  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhat  can  you  say  as  to  Mr.  Clark's  conduct  and  de- 
portment while  you  saw  him  there? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  it  was  first  class. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  him  mix  up  in  any  of  those  matters  which 
you  say  were  objectionable? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  believe  he  had  any  connection  with  them  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  did  not  see  anything  to  lead  me  to  believe  that 
he  had, 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  you  had  Conine  for  interpreter.  AVTiy  did  you 
get  him? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  For  the  simple  reason  that  when  we  would  go  there 
and  hire  help  and  buy  goods  and  anything  along  the  line  of  the  matter 
of  business,  paying  our  timbry  taxes,  etc. — it  is  called  timbry  tax 
there — and  sucli  things  as  that,  they  were  all  Mexicans  and  we  had  to 
have  somebody  to  talk  to  them  through. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  there  no  other  Mexican  interpreter  that  vou  could 
get? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  After  a  few  days  we  found  another  one. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  did  you  find? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  found  Mr.  Gonzalez,  the  man  who  runs  the 
timbry  office — ^his  father  or  brother  runs  the  timbry  office. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhat  is  the  timbry  office? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  That  is  where  they  receive  the  taxes.  They  call  it 
the  timbry  office.    It  is  the  tax  office. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  the  deputy  of  this  tax  office  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  he  simply  could  talk  English. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  were  enabled  to  secure  him  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Part  of  the  time  when  we  wanted  to  talk  to  those 
people,  if  he  happened  to  be  in  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  you  wanted  to  talk  to  what  people? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  The  timbry  people — Mr.  Gonzalez  and  his  son — 
with  r^ard  to  our  affairs. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  your  conversations  and  negotiations  occurred 
around  his  place  of  business  ? 
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Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  it  was  convenient  to  use  him  as  interpreter? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  engaged  in  other  business  there,  was  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  a  store  down  on  the  corner  of  the 
block. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  was  a  busy  man? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  He  was  not  extra  busy;  he  seemed  to  be  around 
loafing  most  of  the  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  interpreters  who  can  talk 
English  and  Spanish  are  scarce  down  there,  are  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  they  not  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  others  did  you  find? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  there  was  this  Mr.  Black  and  Rodrigues. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  thought  Mr.  Black  was  a  ranchman. 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Well,  he  can  talk  Spanish.  You  may  meet  them 
in  town  and  ask  them  to  interpret  for  you.  There  are  two  gentlemen 
by  the  name  of  Murphy  who  did  a  whole  lot  of  interpreting  for  me, 
and  they  are  miners. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  mean  that  you  could  pick  them  up  at  any  time? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Suppose  you  would  go  off  for  a  number  of  days  and 
would  require  a  constant  interpreter,  you  could  get  a  man  like  Mr. 
Black? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  have  occasion  for  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  aim  to  pick  up  an  interpreter  anywhere  you  go? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir;  wherever  we  happen  to  be  we  generally 
pick  up  a  man. 

Senator  Curtis.  This  man  Conine  pretended  to  be  an  interpreter? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  had  an  establishment  there,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  was  a  preacher  there  who  was  a  good  interpreter, 
was  there  not  ? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  There  was  a  priest  who  could  talk  good  English, 
but  I  could  not  say  that  he  acted  in  that  capacity. 

Mr.  E»iBRY.  Rodrigiiez,  a  Baptist  preacher? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  did  talk  to  a  gentleman  there  one  day  who  acted 
in  that  capacity.  There  was  a  claim  filed  for  overcharge  on  some 
tax  business  and  they  assessed  a  fine  on  us.  That  was  the  only  time 
I  employed  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Outcelt, 
and  never  heard  Outcelt  say  anything  except  about  the  matters  he 
was  down  there  to  investigate? 

Mr.  Ikenberry,  That  was  the  only  matter  of  business. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  do  you  live  now? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  made  my  headquarters  at  Oklahoma  City. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  What  is  your  business? 

Mr.  Ikenberry.  I  am  special  agent  for  a  fire  insurance  company. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused  and  the  subcommittee  at  12.30 
o'clock  took  a  recess  until  1.30  p.  m. 
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AFTER   RECESS. 

The  subcommittee  reassembled  at  1.30  o'clock  p.  m. 

Mrs.  IDA  B.  BENTLEY,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Senator  Cx^rtis.  State  your  name  to  the  committee. 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Ida  Bell  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  the  wife  of  Martin  J.  Bentley? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  My  home  is  three  miles  and  a  half  in  the  country — 
my  present  home  you  mean? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  am  living  in  Shawnee  at  the  present  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  your  home  place  is  in  the  country,  about  3 
miles  out? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  county  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  think  since  1891. 

Senator  Curtis.  Your  husband  was  agent  for  the  Kickapoo  In- 
dians for  a  time,  was  he  not? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  For  how  many  years? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Probably  six  or  seven." 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  band  of  Kicka- 
poo Indians  known  as  the  Kicking  Kickapoo  Indians  or  Mexican 
Kickapoos? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Those  were  the  Indians  that  my  husband  was  agent 
for. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  you  know  anything  about 
any  of  those  Indians  having  gone  to  Mexico. 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  the  first  Indian  that  I  know  of  going  to 
Mexico  was  Okemah. 

Senator  Curtis.  'NMien  did  he  go,  if  you  know? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  number  of  years,  but  it 
was  while  Mr.  Bentley  was  agent. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  the  first  time  you  heard  about  the 
Indians  wanting  to  go  to  Mexico? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  They  always  wanted  to  go,  since  I  have  known 
anything  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  first  hear  your  husband  say  any- 
thing about  going  with  them  or  acting  for  them  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  He  did  not  tell  them  he  would  go  with  them;  he 
always  told  them  they  would  have  to  farm  and  be  able  to  make  their 
own  living  before  they  could  leave  this  country ;  that  they  would 
have  to  be  self-supporting;  that  they  could  not  go  and  live  anywhere 
until  they  did  that. 

Senator  Curtis,  ^^^len  was  the  first  time  you  heard  him  say  any- 
thing about  going  down  there  and  representing  them? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  year,  but  I  think  the  first 
time  he  went  with  an  old  Indian  who  is  now  dead,  Pa-no-wa, 
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Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  after  he  was  out  of  office  as  Indian 
agent? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  the  first  time  you  went  to  Mexico? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Last  summer. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  time  did  you  arrive  there? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  In  the  latter  part  of  June. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  you  arrived  what  Americans  did  you  find 
down  at  Musquiz,  or  about  the  Indian  camp 

Mrs.  Bentley.  The  first  Americans  I  met  at  Musquiz  were  Mr. 
Field,  I  believe,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ikenberry. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  any  other  Americans  there — did  you 
see  Mr.  Grimes? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  saw  a  man  there  named  Mr.  Grimes.  I  had 
known  him  since  Mr.  Bentley  was  Indian  agent,  and  I  saw  a  man 
there  that  they  called  Mr.  Outcelt.  I  had  never  met  the  man  and  did 
not  know  him  and  was  only  told  that  his  name  was  Outcelt. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  you  see  him  or  meet  him  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  The  first  time  I  saw  him  he  was  standing  against 
the  court-house,  where  they  had  my  husband  detained ;  he  was  lean- 
ing against  the  door  of  the  court-house. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  while  your  husband  was  under  arrest 
there? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  talk  to  Mr.  Outcelt  at  all  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  did.  I  told  him  not  to  speak  to  me.  That  was  all 
the  conversation  I  ever  had  with  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Grimes 
down  there? 

Mrs.  Bentlef.  Not  in  Muzquiz;  not  in  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  meet  Al  Brown  or  Cal  Moore  or  Mr. 
Chapman  or  Mr.  Russell  Johnson  there,  or  see  them? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  never  met  any  of  them.    I  saw  them  all  in  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  you  went  down  there,  did  you  go  out  to  the 
Indian  camp? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  to  the  Indian  camp  the  first  day; 
I  arrived  there  one  day  and  went  to  the  Indian  camp  the  next 
morning. 

Senator  Curtis.  While  you  were  at  the  camp,  state  if  any  of  those 

gentlemen  came  out;  and,  if  so,  which  ones,  and  what  occurred  the 
rst  time,  if  you  remember. 

Mrs.  Bentley.  The  first  time  there  was  several  of  them  at  the 
camp — Mack  Johnson's  camp— but  I  was  not  near  enough  to  see.  I 
could  see  that  they  were  white  men,  but  could  not  tell  which  ones 
they  were. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  could  not  tell  who  they  were  ? 

Mrs.  Bentlef.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  the  Indians  doing  there? 

Mrs  Bentley.  They  had  a  dance. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  they  drinking  or  doing  anything  of  that 
kind? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  saw  no  sign  of  intoxication  that  day  as  to  any  of 
the  Indians  I  was  near. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  this  the  daytime  or  the  evening? 


AFFAIBS  OF   THE   MEXICAN   KICKAPOO  INDIANS.  1091 

Mrs.  Bentley.  It  was  daytime. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  next  see  them,  or  any  of  those  which 
we  will  call  the  Grimes-Chapman  crowd? 

Mrs.  BENTL.Ey.  The  next  time  I  saw  Mr.  Graham  on  the  street ;  I 
could  not  tell  just  when. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTien  did  you  next  meet  any  of  them  at  the  camp  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  returned  to  the  camp  after  Mr.  Bentley  was  re- 
leased from  prison;  I  came  back  I  think  it  was  about  the  20th  of 
July ;  I  could  not  tell  the  exact  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  meet  either  of  those  men  at  the  camp  at 
that  time? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Mr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Chapman  were  there;  I  saw 
them,  but  I  did  not  speak  to  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  anything  occur  with  the  Indians  while  you 
were  there  to  attract  your  attention  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  drove  out  there;  I  arrived  in  Muzquiz  at  about 
noon  and  took  a  hack  and  drove  out  there  with  Johnny  Mine.  I  in- 
tended to  stay  all  night  and  return  in  the  morning,  but  about  dusk 
a  terrible  storm  came  up,  and  just  about  dusk  all  the  Indians  came. 
I  told  Johnny  Mine  to  tell  them  I  wanted  to  talk  with  them;  they 
had  reported  to  the  Indians  that  my  husband  was  dead  and  he  could 
not  help  them  any  more  and  they  must  receive  help  from  other  parties; 
that  they  must  look  to  a  man  named  Dr.  Conine  as  their  adviser  in 
the  future.  I  told  them  my  husband  was  not  dead,  but  was  in  Eagle 
Pass,  and  any  of  them  that  wanted  to  go  I  would  try  to  take  them  in 
the  morning,  and  while  we  were  talking  we  heard  sounds  of  a  hack 
or  conveyance  driving  up,  and  it  stopped  and  the  Indians  all  disap- 
peared in  the  darkness  except  John;  he  stayed  with  me  and  a  marshal 
came  in  and  told  me  I  was  arrested;  that  t  should  return  to  Muzquiz, 
and  that  John  Mine  should  return ;  we  were  both  arrested,  and  that 
I  should  return  immediately  to  Muzquiz.  I  told  him  it  was  storm- 
ing and  dark  and  that  I  would  not  go.  He  insisted  that  the  presi- 
dente  had  sent  for  me  and  I  should  go.  I  could  not  talk  the  Spanish 
language,  but  a  man  who  accompanied  me — whom  I  had  forgotten 
to  tell  about — from  Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz — was  there;  he  was  what 
they  call  a  rurala,  or  the  presidente  of  the  next  county;  I  do  not 
know  what  it  was.  I  asked  this  man  if  he  thought  I  should  return 
to  Musquiz,  and  he  said  he  thought  it  would  bej^st;  he  interpreted. 

I  walked  out  and  saw  what  a  terrible  storm  it  was  and  how  dark 
it  was.  When  I  stepped  out  of  the  tent  I  almost  ran  into  a  inan 
standing  there — I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  flash  of  lightning 
or  just  a  momentary  streak  of  light  that  revealed  a  man  who  had 
been  pointed  out  as  Doctor  Conine.  He  had  been  standing  there 
listening  there,  I  suppose,  to  what  we  had  been  talking  about,  and 
I  said,  "  Canine,  dog,  wolf,  cur !  What  do  you  mean  by  following 
me  out  to  this  country  and  trying  to  force  me  to  return  to  Muz- 
quiz ?  "  I  said,  "  You  are  not  a  man ;  you  are  a  coward."  He  said, 
"  You  are  not  a  lady,  or  you  would  not  be  here."  I  said,  "  If  you 
would  return  across  the  line  and  say  that  I  would  shoot  you."  1  do 
not  know  what  else  he  said,  but  finally  he  said,  "  I  hope  you  will 
enjoy  vour  ride  back  to  Muzquiz."  I  said,  "  I  shall  not  go."  He 
said,  "You  will  have  to  go."  I  said,  "  I  will  not  go; "  so  I  went 
inside  the  Indian  camp  and  told  the  marshal  I  would  not  go,  and 
they  drove  the  team  up  by  the  side  of  the  tent,  and  it  stood  there  all 
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night ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  unhitched  it  or  not,  but  I  heard 
the  horses  stamping  and  rattling  the  harness  all  night.  In  the 
morning  I  went  to  each  Indian  camp  and  told  every  man  that 
wanted  to  so  to  Mr.  Bentley  to  come  with  me.  That  was  in  the 
morning.  All  the  time  the  marshal  was  urging  me  to  return  to 
Muzquiz.  I  told  him  I  would  not  go,  but  got  m  the  wagon  with 
the  Indians  and  went  with  them.  When  we  returned  to  Muzquiz 
he  did  not  take  me  to  the  presidente  at  all ;  he  took  me  to  the  family 
of  Mr.  Galan,  the  only  family  I  knew  in  Muzquiz.  He  did  not  make 
any  explanation  of  why  he  took  me  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  never  took  you  to  the  presidente's  at  all  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.,  What  did  you  do  then? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  had  the  Indians ;  they  all  followed  me — I  suppose 
twenty  or  maybe  twenty-five  came  into  Muzquiz  with  the  wagons — 
and  I  took  them  to  the  train  and  tried  to  take  the  train,  when  a 
marshal  stepped  up  and  said  we  could  not  go;  that  we  wei^e  arrested. 
I  said,  "  Where  are  your  papers?"  He  said  he  did  not  have  to  have 
any  papers;  he  said  that  was  his  papers,  and  he  patted  a  great  big 
gun. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  there  any  white  men  there  at  the  time? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  There  was  a  man  named  Moore  there  then. 

Senator  Curtis.  Cal  Moore? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  guess  that  is  his  name,  and  Grimes,  not  the  older 
man,  but  the  younger  man. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  a  man  they  called  Tack,  was  it  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  think  that  was  the  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  there  anybody  else  that  you  recognized  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  believe  that  I  saw  anybody  else. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  what  occurred;  did  you  or  not  get  on  that 
train. 

Mrs.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  they  would  not  let  me  get  on  the  train. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  time  did  you  go  back  to  camp  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  returned  to  Mrs.  Galan's  house,  and  the  Indians 
all  left  and  went  back  to  the  camp,  I  presume;  they  disappeared. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  before  you  were  at  the  camp  again  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  never  returned  to  the  camp  again ;  I  went  to  Mrs. 
Galan's  house  and  remained  until  the  next  day.  They  said  I  was 
arrested  and  they  thought  I  had  to  go  to  the  presidente. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  have  to  go? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Never. 

Senator  Citrtis.  You  found  out  afterwards  that  it  was  just  one  of 
the  bluffs  of  Dr.  Conine  and  this  crowd  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  They  came  and  insisted  that  I  should  pay  for  the 
hack  that  went  out  to  arrest  me,  and  I  told  them  I  would  not  do  it. 
I  said,  *'  You  needed  the  hack,"  but  they  said  that  I  should  pay  for  it 
because  I  rode  in  it.  I  paid  $6  for  it  because  John  Mine  and  I  rode  in 
it ;  I  had  to  pay  for  it  or  they  would  have  arrested  me,  so  they  told  me. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  go  from  there  to  Eagle  Pass ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  the  next  day. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  if  you  met  Mr.  Grimes  or  any  of  his  crowd 
on  the  way  to  Eagle  Pass,  or  after  you  got  to  Eagle  Pass  ? 

Mi's.  Bentley.  I  saw  Mr.  Grimes  on  the  train — or  I  sa,w  Mr. 
Grimes  at  Barroteran. 
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Senator  Cuktis.  Was  that  on  the  trip  over — it  does  not  matter — 
you  met  him  at  one  time,  anyhow  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  At  one  time  we  met  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  occurred  there? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  saw  him  carry  an  old  Indian  woman  who  could 
not  walk  or  see — she  was  totally  blind — and  he  carried  her  off  the 
train  and  sat  her  on  the  platform. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  her  name  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  her  name,  but  she  is  Noten's  mother. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  yo\i  any  idea  how  old  she  is  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  presume  she  is  about  90. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  she  is  blind  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  She  is  totally  blind;  I  went  up  and  tried  to  talk 
to  her  and  she  could  not  hear  or  see.  He  took  her  off  there  and  sat 
her  on  the  platform. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  did  he  leave  her  there  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Until  the  next  train  arrived. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  him  put  her  on  the  train  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  he  get  her  on  the  train  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  He  carried  her  on  the  train. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  the  gentleman  sitting  there  that  you  refer 
to  [  indicating]  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  This  is  the  man. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Grimes? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  there  ? 

Mrs.  Benti.ey.  No,  sir;  he  lifted  his  hat  to  me  when  I  passed  him; 
the  Indian  woman  sat  there,  and  he  lifted  his  hat  and  said :  ''  Good 
morning."     I  said :  "  Don't  you  speak  to  me.'- 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  there  any  other  white  men  there  at  the  time  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  did  not  see  any. 

Senator  Cltrtis.  Did  the  Indians  have  any  trouble  with  Grimes  or 
his  party  at  that  time  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  saw  no  trouble. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhile  your  husband  was  in  prison  were  you  up 
town  when  any  Indian  women  were  drunk  there,  or  did  you  see  any- 
thing that  would  indicate  that  an  Indian  woman  was  drunk? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  saw  several  young  girls  who  looked  as  if  some- 
thing was  wrong  wnth  them;  they  did  not  seem  to  know  what  they 
were  doing. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Rachael  Kirk? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  any  woman  lifted  and  put  in  a  buggy 
there? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  saw  Mr.  Grimes  lift  a  woman  and  put  her  in  a 
wagon  the  evening  my  husband  was  released  from  jail,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  an  Indian  woman  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  describe  the  circumstances. 

Mrs.  Bentley.  There  was  a  gentleman  named  Mr.  Ikenberry  and 
his  wife  and  myself,  and  I  believe  my  son  w^as  along;  we  were  coming 
from  supper  and  there  was  a  gentleman,  a  stranger  to  me,  whom  I 
understooli  was  a  drummer  or  some  merchant  from  Chicago — I  do 
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not  know  his  name — and  as  we  reached  the  corner  three  hacks  pulled 
up ;  in  the  front  hack  was  Mr.  Chapman.  The  hacks  stopped  and  I 
saw  the  man  come  out  of  the  saloon  with  all  the  bottles  he  could  pos- 
sibly carry  in  both  arms  and  he  handed  them  to  Mr.  L.  C.  Grimes  and 
he  unloaded  them  into  the  wagon  that  he  was  sitting  in,  and  Mr. 
Grimes  picked  up  a  woman  who  seemed  unable  to  walE  and  laid  her 
right  in  Mr.  Chapman's  arms. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  he  put  her  in  Mr.  W.  L.  Chapman's  arms  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  to  support  the  woman ;  she  could 
not  sit  up. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  if  you  saw  either  of  this  crowd  of  people 
over  at  Eagle  Pass  or  C.  P.  Diaz  with  any  women  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  After  I  had  returned  the  Indians  were  being  brought 
over  by  the  Grimes  gang  and  taken  forcibly  to  one  place  and  another 
and  deeds  were  taken  from  them.  I  met  every  train  that  came  in. 
I  would  not  let  my  husband  cross  over ;  I  expected  he  would  be  killed. 
I  met  every  train,  and  every  time  I  saw  a  tram  come  in  I  would  get  on 
and  tell  the  Indians  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  in  Eagle  Pass  and  if  they 
wanted  to  see  him  I  would  take  them  to  him.  At  one  time  when  I 
was  at  C.  P.  Diaz  a  train  came  in  and  I  saw  Mr.  Grimes  on  the  plat- 
form. I  knew  there  were  Indians  on  it  and  I  stepped  up  on  the  plat- 
form before  the  train  had  stopped.  When  I  went  to  get  in  the  car, 
Mr.  Grimes  tried  to  keep  me  from  entering — I  am  mistaken ;  he  was 
just  bringing  out  an  old  Indian,  named  Ah-kis-kuck,  and  wife  from 
the  car,  so  instead  of  letting  them  walk  on  the  ground  he  put  them 
into  the  palace  car — and  I  tried  to  get  up,  and  he  stood  in  my  way. 
and  when  I  tried  to  get  up  on  the  step  I  had  to  take  him  and  push  him 
back,  and  then  went  in  to  Ah-kis-kuck  and  his  wife,  and  then  he  took 
them  by  the  shoulders,  both  the  man  and  the  woman,  and  put  them  in 
the  stateroom  and  tried  to  shut  the  door,  but  I  stood  there  with  my 
foot  against  it  and  refused  to  let  him  close  it.  The  conductor  came 
and  wanted  to  know  what  the  trouble  was,  and  I  told  him  that  man 
was  trying  to  keep  me  out  of  the  stateroom,  and  he  said  I  did  not 
have  any  business  in  there ;  I  told  him  I  knew  it,  but  I  did  not  pro- 
pose to  let  him  take  the  Indians  any  farther. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  those  Indians  indicated  that  they  wanted  to 
stay  with  him  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  They  did  not  demonstrate  it,  but  they  did  demon- 
strate that  they  did  not  want  to  stay  wuth  him.  We  went  into  the 
day  coach,  and  Mr.  Grimes,  Mack  Johnson  and  an  Indian,  and 
Kussell  Johnson  and  a  white  man — I  do  not  know  whether  Mr. 
Chapman  was  there  or  not,  but  I  think  he  was — they  all  got  around 
him  and  commenced  telling  him  not  to  go  with  Mr.  Bentley,  but  to 
go  with  them ;  they  were  paying  so  much  for  the  land.  One  would 
say  one  thing  and  another  would  say  another.  I  did  not  say  any- 
thing to  them  Tvhatever,  but  Johnny  Mine  told  them  that  Mr.  BentW 
had  sent  me  and  if  they  wanted  to  so  to  Mr.  Bentlev  to  say  so.  We 
all  stood  there  talking  and  they  finally  sat  down  in  the  seat.  Johnny 
Mine  said,  "  Do  you  want  to  go  with  Grimes  ?  "  and  they  said  "  No, 
with  mama,"  and  they  reached  out  their  hands  to  me ;  they  can  not 
say  Mrs.  Bentlev;  the  old  people  of  the  tribe,  nearly  all  of  them, 
call  me  "  Mama." 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  take  them  up  to  Mr.  Bentley  ? 
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Mrs.  Bentley.  When  the  train  arrived  at  Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz,  I 
got  a  carriage  and  took  them  to  the  hotel  where  I  was  staying. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  there  any  other  occurrences,  so  far  as  those 
people  are  concerned  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  A  few  days  afterwards  I  was  in  C.  P.  Diaz  again 
and  saw  them  going  in  with  a  good  many  young  Indians,  and  I  went 
around  on  the  opposite  side  or  the  train  where  they  would  get  off 
and  waited  there,  just  as  the  train  stopped,  and  when  Grimes  came 
out  he  went  down  the  steps  first  and  tnere  were  about  five  or  six 
Indians  that  he  had  with  nim,  and  he  put  his  hand  on  the  back  of 
one  of  the  Indians  and  said  when  he  started  down  the  steps,  "  Do 
you  want  to  go  with  Grimes?  "  and  he  said  no,  and  he  came  around 
the  other  side  and  followed  me,  and  I  got  a'  carriage  and  we  drove 
to  the  hotel  again.     They  were  mostly  young  men. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  other  occurrence  with  Grimes 
or  Conine  or  Chapman  or  any  of  those  people  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  think  you  said  that  the  first  incident  on  the  train 
with  the  men  and  women,  Kussell  Johnson  was  there  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  he  offered  Ah-kis-kuck  $2,600  for  his  land. 
I  never  offered  him  anything.  I  told  him  I  had  come  to  take  them 
to  Mr.  Bentley  if  thej^  wanted  to  go. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  say  you  had  any  other  meetings  with 
them  or  any  other  controversies  with  the  Indians? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  believe  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now  you  have  some  deeds  to  some  of  this  land, 
have  you  not?  , 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Tell  the  committee  how  many  you  have. 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  have  a  deed  to  the  Wah-nan-ke-tha-hah  80. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  Wah-nah-ke-tha-hah  for 
his  land  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  did  not  biiy  any  land  from  the  Indians,  the  deeds 
were  made  to  me  in  trust.  I  had  no  transaction  with  any  Indian 
whatever. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  have  the  transaction  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  they  were  made  to  you  in  trust ;  what  did 
you  give  the  Indian,  or  what  have  you  done  to  indicate  that  that  is  a 
trust? 

Mi's.  Bentley.  I  signed  a  paper;  I  signed  an  acknowledgment  that 
I  was  holding  the  la^d  in  trust,  and  I  also  made  a  deed  that  in  case 
of  my  death  everything  that  I  held  of  the  Indians  would  go  to  my 
husband  so  that  he  could  manage  it  as  they  always  wanted  him  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  say  deed  or  will? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  made  a  will. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  have  made  special  reference  in  that  will 
to  this  Indian  land,  have  you  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  deeded  everything  I  had  to  my  husband ;  he  was 
sole  executor,  except  as  to  just  a  piece  of  property  that  I  left  to  my 
children.     That  is  my  own. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  what  was  done  with  that  deed  of  trust  that 
you  signed? 
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Mrs.  Bentley.  Mr.  Bentley  took  it  to  Mexico  when  he  went. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  this  Indian  whose  name  you  have 
just  mentioned  any  money  for  his  land? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  never  saw  him  when  the  deed  was  made. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  a  deed  to  any  other  piece  of  property? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  have  a  deed  from  Jim  Deer. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  pay  Jim  Deer? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  have  never  paid  him  anything.  All  the  business 
transactions  were  through  Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  simply  a  deed  in 
trust  that  I  held  for  the  Indian.  Some  of  the  Indians  objected  to 
deeding  to  anyone  but  to  Mr.  Bentley,  and  some  of  them  said  they 
would  deed  to  me;  that  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  pay  a  dollar  for  Jim  Deer's  land, 
did  you? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  never  paid  for  anything. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  his  name  mentioned  in  this  trust  the  same  as 
the  others? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  more  land  in  trust?  If  so,  name 
any  other  Indian  whose  land  you  hold  in  trust. 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Ah-kis-kuck,  and  I  believe  Ah-kis-kuck's  wife. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  pieces? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Two  80's. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  Did  you  pay  either  of  them  any  money  for  the 
land? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  did  not  pay  them  any  money,  but  I  saw  Mr.  Bent- 
ley pay  them  money,  and  there  were  a  good  many  bills;  Ah-kis-kuck 
and  his  wife  owed  and  needed  money  to  settle  those;  they  said  those 
bills  must  be  settled,  and  they  wanted  so  much  money  to  help  them. 
That  is  all  the  transaction  I  had  about  that.  I  saw  them  sign  the 
deed. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  those  all  the  pieces  that  you  hold  in  trust? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  believe  that  is  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  a  piece  in  your  own  name,  have  you 
not,  that  you  absolutely  own? 

Airs.  Bentley.  There  is  a  piece  that  Okemah  had  deeded  to  me. 
His  boy  died,  but  Okemah  said  that  was  not  my  own ;  I  hold  it  for 
Okemah,  but  not  for  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  a  separate  transaction  between  Okemah 
and  yourself? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  give  Okemah  any  money  or  any  paper 
to  show  that  you  hold  it  in  trust? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  The  paper  was  made  out  up  here.  I  have  never 
seen   Okemah  since  that  was  made. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  made  out  a  paper  showing  that  you  held 
it  in  trust  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  this  trust;  what  was  to  be  done,  if  you 
know — just  briefly  ? 

Mrs.  Benti.ey.  The  Indians  always  talked  when  they  came  to  my 
husband  to  the  effect  that  they  wanted  to  go  to  Mexico  and  wanted 
to  hold  all  land  together;  they  did  not  want  it  divided  up;  they 
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wanted  to  buy  land  all  together  in  one  piece  so  that  they  could  live 
as  they  wanted  to  live. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is,  live  as  they  used  to? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  live  in  common.  He  told  them  iJE  they  did 
they  would  have  to  put  their  land  all  together ;  what  the  land  would 
sell  for  and  would  realize  would. all  have  to  be  put  together;  that 
they  could  not  buy  land  in  any  other  way,  because  none  of  them 
would  have  money  enough ;  they  would  all  have  to  contribute  toward 
paying  for  a  piece  of  land  in  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  of  your 
husband's  securing  any  land  for  them  m  Mexico? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  know  from  Mr.  Bonnet  and  other  people ;  I  have 
never  been  on  the  tract  of  land,  and  I  have  never  seen  the  land,  but 
it  was  commonly  understood  that  a  reservation  was  bought  for  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  deed  taken  in  your  name? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  assert  any  claim  to  it  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Never,  as  against  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  back  here? 

Mrs.  Benti^y.  I  came  back  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  the  same 
year  that  I  went  down  there.    I  have  never  been  there  since. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  state  why  you  went  to  Mexico 
in  June,  1906,  or  the  time  you  went. 

Mrs.  Bentley.  The  previous  year  my  husband  had  been  arrested 
and  thrown  in  jail  for  no  cause  whatever  and  I  received  a  letter  one 
morning.  I  had  no  intention  of  going  to  Mexico  whatever,  but  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  my  husband  in  which  he  said  not  to  be  worried, 
that  he  was  arrested  again.  From  what  he  heard  he  apprehended 
they  were  going  to  throw  him  into  jail  again.  I  thought  I  could 
not  stand  it  to  remain  at  home,  and  I  got  ready  and  went  to  a  neigh- 
bor's and  engaged  a  place  for  my  little  girl  to  stay,  and  also  my  son. 
I  thought  he  might  need  me  down  there,  and  the  next  morning  I  took 
the  train  for  Muzquiz.  I  had  no  time  to  make  preparations.  When 
I  got  near  Eagle  Pass  I  telegraphed  ahead  to  Mr.  Bonnet — I  had 
never  met  him,  but  I  knew  he  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Bentley's — and  I 
asked  him  to  meet  me  at  the  train.  I  wanted  information  from  him. 
I  did  not  know  where  Mr.  Bentley  was,  although  I  knew  he  was  some- 
where in  Mexico.  Mr.  Bonnet  met  me  at  the  train  and  told  me  he 
did  not  know  exactly  where  Mr.  Bentley  was;  that  he  had  been  in 
Eagle  Pass  a  few  days  before  that,  but  whether  he  had  left  for  Muz- 
quiz or  whether  he  had  left  there  or  not  he  did  not  know,  but  the 
best  thing  would  be  for  me  to  stay  at  the  hotel  at  Ciudad  Porfirio 
Diaz  until  I  could  hear  from  him.  He  took  me  to  the  International 
Hotel  at  Ciudad  Porfirio  Diaz,  and  I  remained  there  several  days. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mrs.  Be:  tley,  the  Noten  land  was  sold,  was  it  not? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that  land  being  sold. 
I  did  not  attend  to  that  business. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  the  Noten  deed? 

Mrs.  Benti.ey.  I  do  not  think  I  had  that  deed.  I  mentioned  the 
deed  I  had. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  that  you  had  an  interest  in  the  Noten 
land — that  is,  that  it  had  been  conveyed  to  you — do  you  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  do  not  rememl^er  hearinu:  that  name  mentioned. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  know  Noten,  do  you  not  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  know  Noten;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  You  know  that  he  was  one  of  the  seven  whose  re- 
strictions were  removed,  or  to  whom  patents  were  ordered  in  the 
first  instance? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  I  presume  he  was  one  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  understand  that  this  land  had  been  conveyed 
by  Noten  to  Mr.  Everest? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  told  you  I  did  not  know  anything  about  the 
transactions  that  the  Indians  had  with  Mr.  Bentley.  I  did  not 
attend  to  that  business. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  know  that  Mr.  Everest  conveyed  this  land 
back  to  you? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  know  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  joining  in  the  deed  when  this  land 
was  sold  the  first  time? 

Mrs,  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  remember  that  Noten  made  you  a  deed 
under  the  last  act,  do  you? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  became  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  Noten 's 
land? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  never  handled  any  of  the  money  or  had  any 
transaction  any  more  than  a  deed  was  given  in  my  name,  in  trust, 
and  when  Mr.  Bentley  or  Mr.  Ives  said  it  was  the  proper  time  to 
sign  it.  I  signed  it.  I  never  asked  whose  land  it  was.  It  was  one  of 
the  pieces  I  had  in  trust. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  never  understood  that  you  were  to  receive  any 
of  the  proceeds,  or  look  to  the  disposition  of  them  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  whatever. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  no  interest  in  it  and  gave  no  attention  to  it 
except  that  they  had  land  conveyed  to  you  and  you  held  it  until  they 
directed  you  to  convey  it  again? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  is  the  only  part  that  you  understood  j'^ou 
were  to  perform  in  these  trust  patents? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  That  was  the  only  part  I  was  to  perform.  Of 
course,  since  they  arrested  my  husband  I  had  mortgaged  my  own 
property  and  have  signed  notes  and  did  anything  I  could,  and  bor- 
rowed money  to  help  him  get  money  to  carry  these  lands  with. 

Mr.  P^mbry.  What  property  have  you  mortgaged? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  first  agreed  to  borrow  $3,000  from  Mr.  Everest 
and  then  afterwards  it  was  not  borrowed;  Mr.  Ives  made  other 
arrangements  to  get  the  money,  so  I  did  not  mortgage  them.  I  have 
borrowed  and  given  to  Miss  Ruth  Field  $2,000  to  give  to  Mr.  Bentley, 
giving  my  own  note  for  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  vou  give  a  mortgage  on  any  propertv  to  secure 
it? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  I  borrowed  money  from  ilr. 
Everest  on  the  Ah-kis-kuck  land;  I  did  not  borrow  tliat  on  my  own 
property  because  it  was  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the  Indians. 

ilr.  Embry.  How  much  did  you  borrow  from  Mr.  Everest  on 
the  Ah-kis-kuck  land  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  think  $5,000,  but  I  am  not  sure. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Has  any  of  that  been  paid? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  what  has  been  paid 
or  borrowed,  but  when  Mr.  Bentley  has  needed  money  he  has  asked 
me  to  sign  and  I  have  signed. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  what  other  money  have  you  borrowed,  if  you  can 
remember  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  borrowed  $500  at  Mr.  Search's  bank,  and  Mr. 
Bentley  and  I  gave  our  note  for  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  give  any  security? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  they  did  not  ask  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  give  any  security  to  Miss  Ruth  Field  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  offered  to  give  security  to  Miss  Ruth  Field  and 
they  said  it  w^ould  be  made  out  later.  There  were  some  lots  in 
Okemah  that  I  was  to  deed  to  Miss  Ruth  Field  in  case  the  money 
was  not  paid  in  a  certain  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  land  have  you  in  Okemah? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  have  half  interest  in  56  lots  in  Okemah,  and  I 
own  an  interest,  I  think  it  is,  in  a  block  or  a  half  a  block  of  ground ;  it 
is  trackage  property. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  Okemah? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  value  of  your  real  estate  at  Okemah  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  can  not  state;  it  was  worth  more  a  while  back 
when  they  were  looking  for  another  railroad  than  it  is  now,  but  I  sup- 
pose it  is  worth  a  couple  of  thousand  dollars  or  more. 

Mr.  Embry.  .  Your  interest  is  worth  that? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  certainly. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  they  a  railroad  at  Okemah  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  have  not  been  to  Okemah  since  the  opening;  once 
afterwards  when  I  bought  the  lots. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  not  mortgaged  any  of  your  personal  prop- 
erty to  secure  these  moneys  which  have  been  advanced  to  Mr.  Bentley, 
have  you  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  offered  to  mortgage  it.  I  went  to  the  bankers  here, 
and  Mr.  Douglass  finally  agreed  to  loan  me  $5,000  on  my  place  down 
there,  and  Mr.  Ives  came  forward  and  said  that  he  would  prefer  that 
I  should  not  do  it ;  that  he  thought  he  could  raise  the  money,  and  he 
did  not  want  me  to  involve  my  own  property  in  any  way  for  these 
Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  you  refer  to  when  you  said  your  home  place? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  It  is  property  that  I  have  owned  since  the  town  was 
first  started  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  here  in  Shawnee? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  that  property — residence  property  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  It  is  a  block  and  a  half  of  ground  between  Market 
and  Bentley  avenue  and  Baird  street  on  the  east.  I  own  from  Baird 
street  to  Market  street  and  from  Market  street  to  the  alley. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  value  of  that  property  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  can  not  tell ;  I  paid  last  year,  I  think,  $170  taxes 
on  that  property. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  the  rate  of  taxation  down  here  is? 

Mrs.  Benti.ey.  f  do  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  about  7  per  cent,  is  it  not? 
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Mrs.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  rate  of  taxation ; 
I  just  paid  my  taxes,  that  is  all.  I  thought  it  was  awfully  high,  but 
I  paid  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  your  experience  or  observation  of  what  you 
have  here,  state  about  the  value  of  your  real  estate  here,  approxi- 
mately. 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  have  one  house  on  that  property  that  is  insured 
for  $3,000,  and  another  for  $1,500,  and  another  one  that  is  worth 
$1,500  that  is  not  insured,  and  another  worth  $200  that  is  not  insured 
at  all. 

Mr.  EMBRt.  That  is  in  the  residence  portion  of  the  town? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  own  a  lot  on  Union  avenue  that  I 
have  been  offered  $1,800  for. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhat  other  property  have  you  in  this  town  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Embry.  Or  elsewhere? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  have  a  farm;  it  is  down  near  the  town  named 
Roff,  a  little  railroad  station. 

Mr.  Embry.  Roff,  Ind.  TJ 

Mrs.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  large  a  farm  is  that? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  It  is  300  acres. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  owned  that  farm? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  About  five  vears. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  vou  buy  that  farm  yourself? 
V   Mrs.  Bentley.  Sir.  Bentley  bought  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  who  paid  for  it? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  presume  he  paid  for  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  paid  nothing  for  the  farm? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Mr.  Bentley  has  always  done  all  the  financial  trans- 
actions in  the  family.  My  business  is  to  keep  house  and  only  to  the 
house. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  real  estate  which  you  mention  in  Shawnee,  did 
you  buy  that  or  did  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  bought  the  lot  on  Union  avenue,  or  we  both 
bought  it;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  one  or  the  other.  We  traded 
propertv  that  we  had  in  Okemah  for  it,  I  believe. 

Mr.  ^mbry.  AATiose  property  was  it  in  Okemah  that  you  traded  for 
this  property? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  expect  it  was  his  property. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  real  estate  that  you  have  mentioned  is  real  estate 
which  he  has  acquired,  all  of  it,  is  it  not? 

Mrs.  BENTIJ2Y.  1  do  not  know  whether  he  has  acquired  it  or  we 
have  acquired  it  together;  it  is  home  property.  I  came  here  to  live 
and  that  was  deeded  to  me.  The  block  I  built  in  was  the  best  for  resi- 
dence purposes.  It  was  the  first  residence  that  was  built  in  town, 
and  it  cost,  when  built,  about  $-4,500.  The  lumber  was  hauled  from 
Oklahoma  City,  and  the  block  was  given  to  me  for  the  improvements 
to  help  start  the  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  By  whom? 

Mrs.  Bentt.ey.*  By  T.  G.  Forrall  and  wife,  or  some  Eerrall. 

Mr.  Embry.  Your  funds  built  those  improvements,  did  they? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  My  funds  built  the  iinin'oveinents. 

Mr.  Embry.  Yours  exclusively  ? 
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Mrs.  Bentley.  They  were  family  funds.  I  had  a  claim  in  Okla- 
homa that  we  sold  for  about  $2,300,  I  believe. 

Mr.  Embry.  a  Government  homevStead? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  homestead  in  your  name  or  Mr.  Bentley 's? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  It  was  mine;  I  took  it  before  I  was  married. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  those  funds  you  employed  in  making  improve- 
ments here? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  there  any  other  real  estate  or  other  property  that 
you  own  and  have  not  enumerated  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  believe  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  property  your  husband  owns  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  He  has  a  farm  over  3|  miles  from  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  your  homestead,  is  it? 
.    Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  property  that  he  owns? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  any  other  that  he  owns. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  trust  papers  or  declarations  of  trust,  or 
deeds  did  you  make  with  reference  to  this  Indian  land  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  simed  two  trust  papers.  First,  there  were  just 
the  original  ones  that  I  held  deeds  to,  and  later  on  there  was  a  new 
one  made  and  I  signed  that — Ah-kis-kuck's  and  some  more  were  in- 
cluded in  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  understood  from  your  testimony  awhile  ago  that 
this  tract  of  land  which  Okema  inherited — from  some  deceased  rela- 
tive, I  suppose — ^that  you  hold  that  in  trust  for  Okema  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  For  Okema  individually. 

Mr.  Embry.  Not  to  go  into  the  pool? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  execute  another  trust  instrument  with  re- 
spect to  that  particular  tract  of  land? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  signed  a  trust  instrument  and  sent  it  to  Mr. 
Bentley,  I  think.    He  was  not  at  home  when  the  deed  was  signed. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  you  went  to  the  Indian  camp  and  those 
Indians  appealed  to  vou  for  protection,  you  said  it  had  been  reported 
there  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  dead? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  That  is  what  they  told  me.- 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  the  Indians  would  have  to  look  to  Mr.  Conine 
for  protection  or  aid  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  they  told  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  gave  you  that  report? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  There  was  an  Indian  there,  not  a  Kickapoo — Stan- 
ley Edge.  He  talks  very  good  American.  He  was  there  at*  Mr.  Gua- 
jardo's  houi^e  and  heard  that  he  was  arrested,  or  at  least  he  was  there 
and  heard  that  statement  made,  and  I  understand  it  was  made  by 
Guajardo,  and  he  said  Mr.  Outcelt  got  up  and  said  the  same  thing, 
that  Mr.  Conine  would  hereafter  look  after  their  affairs. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  said  that  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Mr.  Outcelt.  That  is  what  Stanley  Edge  told  me. 
I  did  not  hear  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  understand  that  you  did  not  hear  any  conver^ration 
of  Outcelt  while  vou  were  down  there? 
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Mrs.  Bentlet.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  known  these  Indians  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Since  before  my  husband  was  a^ent  for  them. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  You  are  personally  acquainted  with  most  of  them, 
are  you? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  could  not  say  most  of  them,  but  a  great  many  of 
them.  Of  course  some  of  the  younger  ones  I  could  not  say  that  I 
was  personally  acquainted  with. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  you  arrived  at  the  camo  on  the  occasion  referred 
to  and  learned  that  it  was  reported  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  dead  and 
they  would  have  to  look  to  Conine,  what  did  the  Indians  say  to  you 
about  that  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Thev  asked  me  if  Mr.  Bentley  was  dead,  and  I  told 
them  I  had  come  to  tell  them  that  he  was  not  dead. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  those  Indians  in  a  condition  so  that  they  feel  that 
they  must  have  some  one  to  look  to  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  They  are  as  helpless  as  children  as  far  as  anv 
money  transactions  or  an^  business  transactions  are  concerned. 
They  can.  not  manage  their  own  affairs.  At  least  that  was  their 
reason  for  wanting  to  leave  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Okema  come  to  your  house  and  complain  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  He  said  he  would  raise  corn  and  pumpkins  and 
melons,  and  things  out  there,  and  the  boys  would  come  and  steal 
them,  and  if  he  had  any  left  he  would  bring  them  to  town  and  the 
merchants  here  would  only  give  him  half  what  they  would  give  a 
white  man,  and  he  said  he  could  not  live  out  there  and  farm  close 
to  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  Okema  was  the  most  intelligent  of  all  of  them  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  He  is  intelligent  enough  to  deal  with  his  own 
>eople,  or  with  the  people  that  ne  can  converse  with  or  understand, 
ut  he  is  not  intelligent  enough  to  compete  with  white  people. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  are  none  of  those  Indians  who  really  know 
the  value  of  property,  are  there? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  do  not  suppose  they  know  the  value  of  property; 
I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  your  experience  with  them  is  it  not  a  fact  that 
they  really  never  appreciate  property,  or  what  their  lands  are  worth? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  They  tell  me  they  were  worth  nothing  to  them 
here,  that  they  would  not  live  here ;  that  they  were  so  harassed  and 
uncomfortable  here  that  they  could  not  and  would  not  live  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  were  willing  to  give  them  away  to  anyone  who 
would  transfer  them  to  another  point? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  willing  to  do 
that,  whether  they  would  give  them  to  you  or  to  me.  They  wanted 
my  husband  to  look  after  them  and  take  them  to  a  home  somewhere 
else.     They  would  come  to  me  to  do  that  when  he  was  not  here. 

•Mr.  Embry.  Now,  in  the  event  of  either  of  those  Indians  having 
anv  business  transactions  with  another  party,  are  they  capable  of 
telling  or  knowing,  of  keeping  accounts  of  their  transactions,  and 
knowing  the  state  of  them,  or  make  settlements  or  transact  other 
business  matters? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Some  of  them  can ;  and  some  of  them  can  keep  it  in 
their  heads  exactly.  If  you  borrowed  monejr  from  them  or  loaned 
money  to  them  they  can  keep  an  account  of  it  in  their  heads. 
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Mr.  Embry.  How  many  can  do  that? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  could  not  say,  but  several  of  them  can  do  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  there  not  a  considerable  number  who  can  not  do 
that? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  presume  there  are.  I  do  not  know  how  many  can 
do  it,  but  there  must  be  quite  a  considerable  number.  I  could  not 
answer  that.  I  have  had  no  dealings  with  those  Indians  and  have 
not  seen  the  majority  of  them  since  my  husband  ceased  being  agent, 
until  last  summer,  when  I  saw  them  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  your  husband  told  them,  during  the  time  he 
was  agent,  that  they  could  not  go  to  Mexico  until  they  learned  to 
farm? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  He  always  told  them  when  they  com- 
plained about  living  in  this  country  that  the  only  way  they  could  get 
out  of  there  was  to  do  farming,  and  make  their  living  before  the 
G6vernment  would  hear  of  their  leaving. 

Mr.  Embri'.  Did  he  not  encourage  them  to  get  on  their  allotments, 
with  a  view  to,  as  soon  as  they  could  farm  a  little,  going  to  Mexico  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  I  did  not  ask  him  anything  about  that ;  he  did  not 
encourage  them  at  all.  He  told  them  time  and  again  that  they  would 
have  to  work,  that  that  was  what  the  Government  expected  of  them, 
and  his  work  and  labor  among  them  would  prove  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  you  tell  the  committee  why  Pah-ko-tah  went 
to  Mexico? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  He  came  to  my  house  a  great  many  times  and  asked 
Mr.  Be'^tley  to  help  him  to  go  to  Mexico,  and  Mr.  Bentley  told  him 
he  could  not  help  him,  because  he  had  no  home  there  and  he  had  to 
stay  here.  He  came  time  and  again  and  asked  Mr.  Bentley  to  help 
him.  One  night  at  9  or  10  o'clock  some  one  knocked  at  the  door  and 
Pah-ko-tah  just  managed  to  get  in  and  he  fell  in  a  chair:  he  told  me 
he  was  hurt.  I  asked  him  what  hurt  him,  and  he  said  he  had  been 
kicked,  at  d  that  he  was  at  his  home  and  some  drunken  Indian  came 
there  and  asked  for  shelter  and  food  and  he  told  him  he  had  none, 
that  he  had  no  food  to  give  him,  and  said  he  knocked  him  down  and 
kicked  him  and  stamped  him  and  he  was  afraid  they  would  kill  him; 
that  he  had  got  away  from  them  and  had  come  to  my  house.  I  told 
him  to  lie  down ;  I  fixed  him  a  cot  in  the  dining  room  and  I  told  him 
to  wait  until  Mr.  Bentley  came.  He  stayed  all  night,  and  in  the 
morning  he  talked  with  Mr.  Bentley  and  told  him  he  could  not  live 
there  any  longer,  that  if  he  stayed  there  they  would  kill  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  why  he  went  to  Mexico,  is  it  ? 

Mrs.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

GEORGE  F.  GRAHAM— Recalled. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  requested  to  furnish  the  committee  some 
accounts.     Have  you  them  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  three.  I  will  make  some  more  and 
send  them  to  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  Will  you  send  them  to  Senator  Teller  or  myself 
at  Washington  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  were  some  checks  also. 
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The  Chairman.  The  accounts  will  be  inserted  in  the  record. 
The  accounts  are  as  follows : 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  November  20,  19(n. 

Lucy  Coon,  in  account  with  Oeo.  F.  Oraham,  General  Merchandise, 

1906. 
Apr.  30.  To  tobacco,  20  cents;  8  pounds  meat,  $1.20;  candy,  15  cents;  3 

cans  beef,  60  cents ;  soap,  15  cents ;  25  pounds  flour,  80  cents—    $3.  30 
Apr.  30.  To  12  yards  calico,  $1;  1  pair  overalls,  60  cents;  beads,  75 

cents;  2i  yard»  ribbon,  26  cents 2.60 

Apr.  30.  To  crackers,  3  pounds .30 

May   5.  To  1  pair  pants,  $2.25;  1  pair  shoes,  |3;  meat,  75  cents 6.00 

May   7.  To  5  pounds  coffee,  $1;  3^  pounds  meat,  50  cents;  50  pounds 

flour,  $1.45;  raisins,  25  cents;  chili,  25  cents 3.45 

May   7.  To  2  cans  beef,  40  cents;  20  yards  calico  $2;  4  pounds  apricots 

50   cents 2.90 

May    7.  To  tobacco,  25  cents ;  3i  pounds  sugar,  25  cents ;  2  cans  peaches, 

50  cents;  1  box  pepper  sauce,  15  cents 1.15 

May   7.  To  soap,  25  cents;  2i  pounds  rice,  25  cents;  1  pound  crackers, 

10  cents;  caudy,  10  cents .95 

May  25.  To  25  pounds  flour,  75  cents;  coffee,  50  cents;  4}  pounds  meat, 

65  cents;  2  cans  beef,  40  cents;  sugar,  30  cents 2. 60 

May  25.  To  1  silk  muffler,  large,  $2 ;  tobacco,  25  cents ;  candy,  15  cents ; 

2  cans  corn,  30  cents 2.  70 

July  20.  To  1  pair  lady's  shoes,  $2.75;  bacon,  50  cents;  2  cans  beef,  40 

cents;  2  cans  peaches,  50  cents;  2  pounds  coffee,  40  cents 4. 55 

July  20.  To  cartridges,  50  cents;  tobacco,  20  cents:  3i  yards  ribbon,  35 

cents 1.05 

July  26.  To  3i  pounds  meat,  50  cents;  tobacco,  10  cents;  2  pounds  coffee, 

40  cents- ,  1.00 

Aug.   1.  To  50  pounds  flour,  $1.45 ;  2  pounds  coffee,  40  cents ;  10  yards  oil 

calico,  $1;  3i  r)ounds  sugar,  25  cents 3.10 

Aug.   1.  To  2  cans  beef,  40  cents ;  2  pounds  crackers,  20  cents ;  candy,  10 

cents;  tobacco,  25  cents;  soap,  10  cents;  10  yards  calico  85 

cents- 1.90 

Aug.    3.  To  crackers,  10  cents :  3^  pounds  meat.  50  cents ;  1  can  beef,  20 

cents;  tobacco,  15  cents;  candy,  5  cents 1.00 

Aug.  15.  To  1  pound  coffee,  20  cents ;  4  ix)unds  meat,  60  cents ;  1  can  beet, 

20  cents;  crackers,  10  cents 1.10 

1907. 
July  19.  To  1  ix)und  coffee.  25  cents ;  3  pounds  crackers,  30  cents ;  2  bars  . 

soap,  10  cents;  1  can  salmon,  25  cents;  candy,  10  cents 1.00 

July  24.  To  50  pounds  flour,  $1.50 ;   meal,  25  cents ;  8i  i)ounds  meat,  $1.25 ; 

coffee,  50  cents;  1  can  baking  ijowder.  25  cents 3.75 

July  24.  To  tobacco,  10  cents ;  2  bars  soap,  10  cents ;  candy,  5  cents ;  10 

yards  calico  oilcloth,  $1 1.25 

July 31.  To  1  fancy  large  muffler,  $2.50;  4  iwunds  moat,  50  cents;  2 

poimds  coffee.  40  cents;  beads,  25  cents 3.65 

July  31.  To  cologne,  10  cents;  candy,  5  cents;  2^  yards  ribbon,  25  cents. _        .40 
Aug.  15.  To  flour,  $1.50;  5  pounds  coffee,  $1;  10  pounds  meat,  $1.50;  1 

can  baking  powder,  25  cents;  5  bars  soap,  25  cents 4.50 

Aug.  15.  To  tobacco.  25  cents:  2^  pounds  rice,  25  cents;  1  pair  shoes, 

$2.75;  24  yards  calico,  $2;  thread,  25  cimts 5.50 

Aug. 22.  To  3i  pounds  meat,  50  cents;  crackers,  30  cents;  sardines  20 

cents 1. 00 

Aug. 31.  To  3i  iK>und8  meat,  50  cents;   sardines,  15  cents; '2  pounds 

crackers.  20  cents ;  5  pounds  coffee,  $1 ;  sugar,  25  cents ;  candy, 

5  cents 2.15 

Sept.   2.  To  2^  iK)unds  rice,  25  cents;  5  bars  soap,  25  cents;  baking 

powder,  10  cents;  10  yards  calico,  $1 :  onions,  25  cents 1.85 

Sept.    2.  To  1  pair  overalls,  50  cents,  20  pounds  meal,  35  cents ;  tobacco, 

10  cents;  gum,  5  cents 1.00 

Sept.    4.  To  19  pounds  meat,  $2.85;  1  pound  crackers,  10  cents;  tobacco, 

5  cents:  2  cans  salmon,  50  cents;  1  can  baking  powder,  25 

cents;  3i  pounds  sugar,  25  cents 4.00 
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1907. 

Sept.    4.  To  50  pounds  flour,  $1.50 ;  2  cans  sausage,  30  cents ;  1  can  beef, 

20  cents $2.00 

Sept  14.  To  50  pounds  flour,  $1.60 ;  coffee,  75  cents ;  4  pounds  meat,  00 
cents;  3  bars  soap,  15  cents;  3^  pounds  sugar,  25  cents;  to- 
bacco, 10  cents 3.35 

Sept.  14.  To  2|  pounds  rice,  25  cents ;  1  can  baking  powder,  25  cents ; 

li  pounds  crackers,  15  cents .65 

Sept.  16.  To  calico,  $1;  flour,  80  cents;  tobacco,  20  cents 2.00 

Sept. 25.  To  meal,  35  cents,  coffee,  50  cents,  2  pounds  sugar,  25  cents; 

12  yards  calico,  $1 2. 10 

Oct.  26.  To  flour,  $1.75;  5  pounds  meat,  75  cents;  2  pounds  coffee,  50 
cents ;  2i  pounds  rice,  25  cents ;  tobacco,  25  cents ;  crackers,  10 
cents;  cheese,  10  cents 3.70 

Oct.  26.  To  1  pair  sboes,  $1.50 ;  baking  powder,  25  cents ;  order  merchan- 
dise, Po-ko-com-se,  $6 -. 7.  75 

Total 91.  a5 

Shawnee,  Okla..  November  20,  1907, 

WaiC'p€'8os,  in  account  with  Oeo.  F.  Graham ,  general  merchandise, 

1904. 

Mar.   3.  To  1  broad-brim  Stetson  hat,  $6;  16  yards  ribbon,  $1.60 $7.60 

Mar.   3.  To  1  yard  strouding -. 3.00 

Mar.  11.  To  125  pounds  flour,  $2.90;  pearl  buttons,  3  dozen,  45  cents; 

tobacco.   60   cents 3.05 

Mar.  11.  To  1  pair  pants,  $5;  suspenders,  25  cents 5.25 

Mar.  15.  To  cash  got  at  agency 7.50 

Mar.  16.  To  'phone  message  from  agency .40 

Mar.  20.  To  1  fancy  robe,  or  shawl * 7.50 

Apr.    1.  To  7i  pounds  bacon.  $1.10;  tobacco,  10  cents;  potatoes,  1  peck, 

25  cents;  salmon,  1  can,  25  cents 1.70 

Apr.     1.  To  3  pounds  prunes .30 

Apr.  14.  To  25  pounds  flour,  75  cents;  2  packages  coffee,  40  cents:  sugar, 

25  cents;  4  poimds  meat,  55  cents 1.95 

Apr.  14.  To  baking  powder,  10  cents;  tobacco,  15  cents;  1  vest,  $2 2.25 

Apr.  27.  To  50  pounds  flour,  $1.50;  7  poimds  salt  meat,  $1.05;   meal, 

40  cents 2. 95 

May    4.  To  candy .05 

Total 44. 40 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  yovemher  ZO,  1907, 

0-que-mah-ah-them,  in  account  with  Geo,  F,  Graham,  general  merchandise. 

1905. 
Mar.  25.  To  cash  check,  $50,  for  60  days $51.50 

$50.   3/25/1005.   O-que-mah-ah-them ;  %  loan.    No.  24. 

Senator  Curtis.  Yesterday,  when  you  were  on  the  stand,  you  spoke 
about  this  man  Benton;  you  said  he  was  a  friend  of  yours  in  the 
Department  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  in  Washington. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  that  you  had  no  secret  code  with  him.  I 
want  to  ask  you  what  this  dispatch,  which  he  sent  you  on  August  8, 
1907,  means :  "  Doctor  went  out  to-day ;  probably  leaves  to-night. 
Surely  to-morrow."  Can  anybody  make  any  sense  out  of  that  but 
yourself? 

Mr.  Graham.  It  was  relative  to  a  patent. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  a  Kickapoo  patent? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  a  Shawnee  patent? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  one  that  you  were  buying  or  that  you  had 
a  claim  against  him  for? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  but  I  had  an  account  against  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  that  had  no  reference  to  any  transaction  in 
which  you  wanted  to  buy  land  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Xo,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  your  interest  in  that  patent?  Did  you 
want  to  collect  your  debt? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  telegram  dated  August  9:  "Although 
positively  denied,  think  Doctor  left  last  night.  Know  to-morrow." 
Was  that  the  same  patent? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  suppose  so ;  it  was  the  Doctor. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^Vhat  patent  was  meant  by  Doctor? 

Mr.  Graham.  That  was  Doctor  John,  an  heirship  patent. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  here  is  one  on  August  10 :  "Better  act  as  if 
Doctor  left  Thursday."    Was  that  about  the  same  Doctor? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  the  same  patent? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  the  same  "Doctor." 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  one  September  3:  "Billie  P.  recorded; 
dated  August  5;  go  out  to-morrow."    What  is  that? 

Mr.  Graham.  That  was  a  Shawnee  patent. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  another  Snawnee  patent? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  Indian  did  that  refer  to? 

Mr.  Graham.  Billie  Panther. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  trying  to  buy  that? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  'N^Tiat  was  your  interest  in  it? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  had  an  account  against  Billie. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  telegram  dated  August  26,  1907 :  "  Dan 
and  Sally  recorded;  dated  25th;  take  action."  ^Vho  are  Dan  and 
Sally? 

Mr.  Graham.  They  are  Shawnee  patents. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Graham.  Dan  Dirk  and  Sallie  Tyner. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  any  interest  in  those? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  have  accounts  against  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  vou  buying  it? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  and  Benton  first  agree  upon  this 
little  code  between  yourselves? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  wrote  him  sometimes  and  asked  him 

Senator  Curtis."  If  he  could  fix  it  so  that  vou  would  understand 
it? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Here  is  a  telegram  on  October  21 :  "  Billy  leaves 
for  Shawnee  to-day.    Original  held  good."    What  does  that  mean  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  That  was  the  same  one — Billy  Panther. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  does  "  Original  held  good  "  mean  ?  Did  that 
mean  original  patent  or  original  allotment? 
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Mr.  Graham.  Original  patent,  I  suppose. 

Senator  Curtis.  W  ere  you  trying  to  buy  that? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir ;  I  wanted  to  secure  an  account. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  to  thei  committee  whether  or  not  any  of  your 
clerks  had  any  information  as  to  whether  those  patents  were  coming 
or  not. 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  A  young  man  testified  here  yesterday  that  he  se- 
cured information  from  one  of  your  clerks  about  the  issuance  of  a 
patent.  Is  it  customary  for  your  clerks  to  give  out  secret  information 
that  comes  to  your  busmess  house  ? 

Mr.  Grahaai.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  check  dated  July  7, 1904,  payable  to  the  order 
of  Ml  J.  Bentley  for  $116  on  the  First  National  Bank,  Shawnee,  Okla- 
homa Territory,  signed  by  Conklin,  Grimm  &  Co.,  by  George  F.  Gra- 
ham.   What  was  that  given  to  Mr.  Bentley  for  ?  * 

Mr.  Graham.  Commission  on  collections. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  collections? 

Mr.  Graham.  Some  Indians  that  were  in  Monclova. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  check  dated  July  16, 19(>i,  to  the  order  of  M. 
J.  Bentley  for  $100,  signed  by  Conklin,  Grimm  &  Co.,  by  George  F. 
Graham.    What  was  that  for? 

Mr.  Graham.  That  was  for  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  one  dated  September  9,  1904,  for  $76.15 ;  and 
another  of  March  11,  1904,  for  $235.65;  and  another  of  July  7,  1904, 
for  $135.75 ;  and  another  of  August  17,  1906,  for  $100.  Were  any  of 
those  given  for  the  collection  ot  accounts  against  Much-e-nenne  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Much-e-nenne  lives  in  Oklahoma,  does  he? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  has  lived  here  all  the  time,  has  he? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Vhat  was  this  $100  given  for  on  August  17, 1906? 

Mr.  Graham.  Commission  on  collections. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  were  you  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  was  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  just  returned  from  Mexico,  had  you? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  commission  was  this  for? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  do  not  just  remember  the  Indian. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  for  the  collection  on  matters  while  you  were  in 
Mexico  in  1906,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Graham.  Possibly,  part  of  it ;  I  think  possibly  part  of  it  was 
for  collections  made  after  I  was  there  and  possibly  some  before,  I  am 
not  certain. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  your  arrangements  still  being  with  Mr.  Bentley 
to  pay  him  a  commission  of  15  per  cent  on  those  collections  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  you  if  in  the  Quo-to-quah  collection,  even 
where  the  Department  had  approved  the  bill,  Mr.  Bentley  did  not 
demand  his  commission  and  you  did  not  pay  it. 

Mr.  Graham.  I  paid  it  and  made  the  check  to  Joe  Clark. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  already  in  the  record.  We  put  it  in  yes- 
terday. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  This  matter  of  15  per  cent  is  really  a  thing  of  the 
past,  is  it  not?  There  have  been  no  collections  made  and  nothing 
paid  by  you  for  some  considerable  time.  You  consider  it  closed,  do 
you  not? 

Mr.  Graham.  It  has  been  something  like  a  year,  I  think,  since  I 
have  paid  any. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  there  were  not  a  great  many 
collections  made  for  you  that  I  have  never  charged  you  anything  for. 

Mr.  Graham.  Possibly  there  were  some.  . 

Mr.  Bentley.  Please  state  if  it  is  not  a  further  fact  that  frequently 
where  there  was  a  bunch  of  accounts  I  paid  it  out  of  my  own  money 
and  took  the  chance  of  collecting  it. 

Mr.  Graham.  Some  small  accounts,  I  think,  you  paid  me ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  in  order  to  close  up  your  books  and*  get  rid 
of  that  class  of  accounts  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  These  transactions  were  after  Mr.  Bentley  ceased 
to  be  agent,  were  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Was  it  satisfactory  to  you  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  better  for  me  to  pay  a  commission 
to  collect  those  accounts. 

The  Chairman.  You  could  not  very  well  do  it  yourself,  could 
you  ? 

Mr.  Graham.  As  to  those  in  Mexico  I  could  not. 

The  Chairman.  You  made  this  arrangement  and  agreed  to  do  it, 
did  you  not? 

Mr.  Graham.  I  did  not;  my  partner  did. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  the  same  thing,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  not  pay  any  commission  except  on  debts 
collected,  did  you? 

Mr.  Graham.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  pay  him  any  commission  while  he 
was  agent? 

Mr.  Graham.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  know  him  while  he  was  agent. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  your  partner  made  the  contract.  AVhich 
partner? 

Mr.  Graham.  Mr.  Grimm,  I  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Grimm  paid  him  a  com- 
mission on  the  same  kind  of  work? 

Mr.  Graham.  Nothing  but  what  was  paid  here,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Mr.  Bentley.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  do  you  know  that  the  original 
agreement  in  regard  to  commissions  was  never  made  with  me  at  all  ? 
I  will  ask  you  if  you  do  not  recollect  that  it  was  made  through  Mr. 
Clark  and  Mr.  Maxey,  and  the  first  conimissions  that  you  paid  were 
paid  entirely  outside  of  any  understanding  with  me  at  all. 

Mr.  (jRAHAM.  I  never  knew  about  that;  I  knew  that  he  made  an 
arrangement  with  some  one,  and  I  think  Mr.  Maxey  was  interested 
in  it  to  start  with. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Graham,  where  one  has  to 
pay  commissions  like  that  for  collecting  an  account  it  makes  it  nec- 
essary sometimes  to  charge  a  greater  rate  for  the  goods,  does  it  not? 
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Did  you  not  testify  that  you  sold  goods  at  a  profit  of  from  35  to  40 
per  cent? 

Mr.  Graham.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

JOSEPH  CLARK,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Senator  Cctrtis.  What  is  your  name? 

Mr.  Clark.  Joseph  Clark. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Clark.  In  Shawnee,  Okla. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  here? 

Mr.  Clark.  Fifteen  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Martin  J.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Probably  fifteen  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  has  been  your  business  during  the  past 
fifteen  years  principally? 

Mr.  Clark.  For  the  last  twelve  years  I  worked  with  the  Indians 
here. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  Indians? 

Mr.  Clark.  The  Kickapoos. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  the  band  of  Indians  known  as  the- 
Kicking  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  worked  with  them? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  kre  the  ones. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  you  worked  with  them  in  what  capacity 
were  you  emplwed  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  The  first  work  I  did  I  was  drilling  wells  for  them,  and 
probably  eighteen  months  later  I  was  employed  as  an  additional 
farmer. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  employed  or  working  with  those  Kicka- 
poo  Indians  when  Mr.  Bentley  was  agent? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  what  capacity? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  was  farmer. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  during  that  time  you  had 
any  combination  or  entered  into  any  combination  of  any  kind  or 
character  with  Mr.  Bentley  with  reference  to  Indian  property. 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  stop  working  as  a  farmer  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  quit  work  the  1st  of  July,  1902. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  that  what  did  you  do? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  bought  lands  for  Mr.  Maxey — Indian  lands. 

Senator  Curtis.  uTio  was  your  partner? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  and  Mr.  Bentley  enter  into  part- 
nership ? 

Mr.  Clark.  About  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  after  his  term  as  agent  had  expired  and 
after  you  went  out  as  farmer? 
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Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  bought  Indian  land  together  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  kind  of  land?  Any  kind  of  land  you  could 
buy  in  Pottowatomie,  Shawnee,  or  Kickapoo  ? 

Mr.  Clark,  We  bought  Shawnee  and  Kickapoo. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  in  the  general  real  estate  business,  were 
you  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  but  my  work  was  confined  to  those  two  tribes. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  you  had  had  a  chance  to  have  bought  some 
from  some  other  Indians  you  would  have  bought  it,  would  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Probably  so.    Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  nature  of  your  partnership  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  The  land  that  we  bought  from  the  Kickapoos  was 
bought  under  a  sealed  bid. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  Government  sale? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  at  Government  sale.  Of  course  this  contract 
I  made  with  Mr.  Maxey  himself.  I  was  to  have  25  per  cent  of  the 
profits,  and  the  land  that  we  bought  from  the  Shawnees  we  bought 
just  as  we  could  buy  from  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  as  you  had  restrictions  removed? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir ;  we  did  not  have  to  buy  it  under  sealed  bids. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is,  they  were  permitted  by  act  of  Congress 
to  sell  part  of  their  allotments? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  appraised  by  the  Government  ap- 
praiser, and  we  had  to  pay  the  Government  appraisement. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  w^as  your  commission  on  that? 

Mr.  Clark.  Fifty  per  cent  of  the  profits.        , 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  shared  those  profits  with  you? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  Both  the  Kickapoo  and  the  other? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  we  were  equal  partners  in  all  Indian  trans- 
actions. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  made  the  contract  yourself? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  made  the  contract  with  the  Kickapoos,  and  we  both 
made  the  contract  on  the  other. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  Mr.  Maxey  bought  property  and  did  not  make 
anything,  your  commission  was  nothing? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  get  anything;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  were  you  and  he  partners? 

Mr.  Clark.  We  were  partners  until  about  two  years  ago. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  first  hear  of  the  Kickapoos  going 
to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  has  been  talked  of  here  since  I  w^as  with  them 
working. 

Senator  Curtis.  \ATio  talked  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  The  Indians  talked  it,  and  Mr.  Bentley  some. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  some 
of  the  Kickapoos  were  in  the  habit  of  going  to  Mexico  and  have  been 
ever  since  you  have  been  acquainted  with  them? 

Mr.  Clark.  Hardly  that  long. 

Senator  Curtis.  From  what  you  have  heard  them  say,  do  you  not 
know  that  some  of  them  were  down  there  as  long  as  thirty  years  ago? 
•     Mr.  Clark.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  part  of  the  tribe. 
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Senator  Cubtis.  Some  of  the  Indians  who  have  been  down  there 
this  last  time  were  there  thirty  years  ago,  were  they  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  auite  a  number  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  that  some  of  those  Kickapoo  Indians 
were  bom  there,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  is  what  they  told  me ;  I  do  not  know  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  what  you  heard  the  Indians  say  about  going 
to  Mexico;  not  in  detail,  but  briefly. 

Mr.  Clark.  It  was  principally  the  old  fellows  who  wanted  to  go 
away  where  they  could  live  under  their  old  customs  and  under  their 
tribal  laws. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  wanted  to  live  in  the  old  way  and  have  a 
tribal  form  of  government  and  have  their  land  in  common  for  a  reser- 
vation ;  that  is  the  way  you  understood  it,  is  it  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  they  have  been  talking  that  ever  since 
you  have  known  them  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  To  some  extent;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What,  if  anything,  did  you  hear  Mr.  Bentley  say 
about  taking  those  Indians  to  Mexico  or  what  assistance  he  had  given 
them? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  can  not  say  that  he  ever  gave  them  any  great  assist- 
ance. Of  course  he  said  they  wanted  to  go,  and  it  was  only  a  question 
of  time  before  they  would  go,  Mr.  Bentley  said  that,  and  of  course 
I  have  heard  him  tell  them  to  go  ahead  and  fence  their  land  here  and 
put  it  in  cultivation. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  while  you  were  farmer  and 
Mr.  Bentley  was  agent  that  a  number  of  those  Kickapoos  raised 
produce  and  brought  it  into  town  to  sell  nearly  every  day  t 

Mr.  Clark.  Surely;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  they  doing  anything  of  that  kind  now  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know ;  I  am  not  keeping  track  of  that  busi- 
ness now. 

Senator  Curtis,  You  keep  your  eye  out  on  the  Indian,  do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Well,  a  little;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  what  Mr.  Bentley  ever  said  to  you  about 
taking  those  Indians,  and  whether  he  was  going  with  them  or  not. 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  he  spoke  to  me  about  it  shortly  after  that; 
that  was  why  we  were  buying  the  land.  He  said  that  those  Indians 
were  going  to  Mexico,  and  he  said  he  wanted  me  to  assist  them.  That 
was  after  I  had  quit  the  Government  service,  and  he  wanted  me  to 
assist  him,  and  he  said  "  If  you  will  so  ahead  and  assist  me — I  can 
not  do  this  by  myself — we  will  be  equal  partners  and  share  the  profits 
equally." 

Senator  Curtis.  'WTiat  did  he  say  the  profits  would  be? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  said  he  would  have  the  restrictions  removed ;  that 
he  would  go  to  Washington  and  have  the  restrictions  removed  and 
that  those  Indians  who  were  selling  the  land  were  getting  a  good  deal 
of  money,  and  he  said  "  We  can  borrow  this  money  and  buy  land  and 
buy  them  a  place  in  Mexico  and  make  a  legitimate  profit  out  of  it." 
I  told  him  it  was  all  right ;  that  I  could  not  see  anything  wrong  in 
that  and  I  would  assist  him. 

Senator  Curtis..  Did  you  go  to  Mexico  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  I  went  to  Mexico  on  my  first  trip  in  June,  1904. 
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Senator  Curtis.  WTio  were  you  with  at  that  time,  Bentley? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  take  any  Indians  with  you? 

Mr.  Clark.  Not  that  trip;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiat  did  you  do? 

Mr.  Clark.  We  went  to  Muzquiz  and  went  out  to  the  camp  and 
rigged  up  an  outfit  and  went  to  look  at  a  place  known  as  the  Blocker 
ranch. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  place  did  you  go  to? 

Mr.  Clark.  The  Kickapoo  ranch. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  there  some  Kickapoos  there  ? 

Mr.  Clark,  No,  sir;  they  were  not  at  Nacimiento;  they  had  had 
some  trouble. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  were  Oklahoma  Kickapoos  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  went  out  to  their  camp,  did  you? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  leading  Indians  were  there  then  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  There  must  have  been  a  hundred  of  them  there;  I 
could  not  tell  you  all  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  leading  Indians? 

Mr.  Clark.  There  were  Kishkinequote  and  Okemah  and  Wah- 
pahchequa. 

Senator  Curtis.  \Miat  did  you  do  about  looking  up  a  place? 

Mr.  Clark.  We  rigged  up  an  outfit  and  went  to  look  at  the  Blocker 
ranch.    We  were  gone  about  two  weeks. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  big  a  ranch  is  the  Blocker  ranch  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  My  understanding  is  that  there  are  about  250,000 
acres  in  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  negotiations  with  Blocker 
about  buying  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  never  saw  Blocker. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  he  had  a  talk  with  Mr.  Blocker;  he  said  he 
did. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  buy  that  ranch? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  buy  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Bentley  said  it  was  out  of  the  question;  we  could 
not  buy  it  because  they  wanted  too  much  money  for  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  what  next  you  did. 

Mr.  Clark.  I  came  home. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  you  talk  with  the  Indians  there  about  Mexico 
or  buying  a  ranch? 

Mr.^  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  think  not,  on  that  trip. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  next  go  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  it  was  in  Mav  the  year  following,  probably 
about  the  10th  of  May. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  What  vear  was  that — 1908? 

Mr.   Clark.  1005. 

Senator  Curtis.  WI\q  went  with  you  then? 

Mr.  Clark.  T  do  not  remember  whether  Mr.  Bentley  went  that 
trip  or  not;  I  think  there  was  an  Indian  or  two  that  went  with  me; 
probably  two  or  three. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  who  they  were  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  There  was  an  Indian  woman,  and  I  do  not  remember 
whether  she  had  one  or  two  children ;  it  was  a  Kickapoo. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  she  go? 

Mr.  Clark.  To  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  AMiere  did  you  go  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  To  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  do  down  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  is  pretty  hard  for  me  to  remember  these  things  that 
happened  so  far  back. 

Senator  Curiis.  Did  you  try  to  buy  any  land  for  the  Indians — did 
you  look  at  any  ranches? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  trip  was  made  in  May. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  last  trip  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  I  came  out  from  Muzquiz  when  Mr.  Bentley 
came  down,  and  I  made  a  trip  into  the  Big  Bend  country,  in  the 
southern  part  of  Texas,  looking  for  some  land  there.  I  could  not  find 
anything  there  that  was  suitable,  and  I  went  back  to  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  A\liat  were  those  Indians  doing  at  Muzquiz  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  were  not  doing  anything;  they  were  out  there 
camped  on  a  piece  of  ^ound  that  I  think  was  m  charge  of  Mr.  Galan. 
He  had  given  permission  to  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  they  raised  any  wheat  or  corn  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  not  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  were  just  living  by  hunting  and  fishing? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  do,  and  when  you  came  back  what 
did  you  do? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  came  home  and  went  back,  I  think,  about  the  last 
days  of  July  of  the  same  year. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  1905  ? 

Mr.  Ci^rk.  Yes,  sir ;  when  I  got  back  there  about  two  days  after 
that  Mr.  Dickson  came. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  United  States  inspector? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  occurred  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  was  there  for  two  weeks.    I  left  him  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  help  him  any  in  his  investigation  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  try  to  do  anything  while  he  was  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  look  at  any  ranches  of  any  kind  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  came  away,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  came  away  while  he  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  next  go  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  was  about  the  first  days  of  October  of  the  same  year, 
1905. 

Senator  Curtis.  AMio  went  with  you  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  AMiere  did  you  go? 

Mr.  Clark.  We  went  to  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  do? 
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Mr.  Clark.  We  stayed  there  two  or  three  days.  I  stayed  there 
nearly  a  month.  Mr.  fientley  stayed  there,  I  think,  one  or  two  nights. 
We  had  shipped  some  wagons  there — a  couple  of  wagons — about  ten 
days  before  we  started  on  that  trip,  that  we  were  calculating  to  rig 
up,  and  we  were  going  to  take  quite  a  number  of  Indians  and  look  at 
a  ranch  150  miles  west  of  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  do  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Bentley,  when  we  got  back,  changed  his 
mind  for  some  cause  or  other ;  when  he  left  the  camp  he  said  he  would 
be  back  in  about  three  days ;  he  said  he  was  going  over  to  Eagle  Pass 
to  see  if  those  wagons  had  come,  and  if  so  he  would'ship  them  back 
and  come  right  back  himself.  He  left  and  I  did  not  hear  from  him  for 
nearly  a  month ;  in  fact,  I  stayed  there  and  the  Indians  kind  of  got 
uneasy  and  insisted  on  my  hunting  him  up,  and  I  came  back  to  Shaw- 
nee and  inquired  of  Mr.  Ives  where  he  was,  and  he  said  he  could  not 
tell  me ;  that  when  he  left  there  he  said  he  was  going  to  Oklahoma 
City  and  from  there  to  Kansas  City,  and  he  told  him  he  had  never 
started  out  on  a  trip  when  he  knew  as  little  what  he  was  going  to  do  as 
on  this  one.  I  went  back  to  the  Indian  camp  at  Muzquiz  and  I  told 
them  what  Mr.  Ives  had  told  me ;  that  he  thought  probably  he  would 
go  to  Washington  to  see  if  he  could  get  the  patent  issued  for  the  land 
for  those  seven  allotments. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  seven  allotments  of  1905  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  and  some  land  among  that  that  he  claimed  was 
tied  up  that  he  wanted  to  turn  loose.  I  went  back  to  Muzquiz  and 
told  the  Indians  that  I  thought  he  was.  Bentley  came  down  in,  I 
think,  probably  ten  days  after  I  got  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  happened  after  he  came  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  remember. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  folks  look  at  any  other  land  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  We  looked  at  a  ranch  before  I  left.  It  was  a  ranch 
known  as  the  Alezondo. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  buy  that  ranch  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir ;  we  did  not  buy  it ;  the  Indians  wanted  to  buy 
that  land  and  went  and  looked  at  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  buy  it  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Bentley  thought  it  was  a  little  too  much  for  it. 
They  asked  $75,000  for  the  ranch  and  we  went  and  looked  at  it  twice; 
after  Mr.  Bentley  came  down  we  went  and  looked  at  it,  and  they 
finally  came  down  to  $65,000  and  the  Indians  insisted  on  buying  the 
ranch,  and  Mr.  Bentley  for  some  reason  did  not  think  it  was  worth 
that  much  money  and  so  we  came  home. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  afterwards  go  with  him  to  look  at  the 
San  Francisco  ranch  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  buying  of  that 
ranch  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  buying  of  any 
ranch  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  go  down  any  more? 

Mr.  Clark.  Well,  Mr.  Bentley  and  I  had  a  disagreeme  t. 

Senator  Curtis.  A  disagreement  about  the  Indian  affairs? 
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Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  disagreement  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  The  Indians  had  become  dissatisfied  and  were  losing 
confidence  in  Mr.  Bentley,  and  urging  me  to  buy  a  place,  and  I 
crowded  the  matter  a  little  and  Mr.  fientley  took  exception  to  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  feel  like  continuing  the  partnership  business 
any  longer ;  it  was  not  satisfactory. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say,  if  anything,  about  the  Indians 
or  buying  land  for  them ;  did  he  say  that  he  did  not  or  did  intend  to 
buy  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  His  object  seemed  then  to  lease  some  land;  he  wanted 
to  lease  a  piece  of  land  there.  He  talked  about  leasing  the  San  Fran- 
cisco ranch,  the  piece  of  land  close  to  it,  and  that  was  not  satisfactory 
to  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  Anyhow,  you  got  tired  and  gave  up  the  business? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  exactly  get  tired  of  it;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  quit,  anyhow? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  quit. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  vou  have  any  other  reason  except  that  you 
have  stated  for  auittingi 

Mr.  Clark.  I  nad  been  working  with  Mr.  Bentley  for  two  and  one- 
half  or  three  years,  and  we  were  equal  partners  in  a  financial  way, 
but  I  had  never  been  able  to  get  a  settlement  out  of  him.  I  had  spent 
all  the  monev  I  had,  and  I  wanted  a  settlement  made,  and  he  was  not 
able  to  give  it,  and  I  told  him  unless  he  could  fix  things  up  in  proper 
shape  I  would  not  work  with  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  ever  had  a  settlement  with  him  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  he  ever  paid  you  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  do  you  claim  he  owes  vou  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  that;  I  never  had  a  settlement. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  an  unsettled  account,  is  it  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  this  young  man,  Mr.  Graham,  testify 
here  this  morning? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  make  that  contract  with  Graham,  or  did 
Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Clark.  Neither  one  of  us. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  make  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Maxey  made  that  contract  when  Mr.  Bentley  was 
away  in  the  Creek  Nation. 

The  Chairman.  Maxev  is  a  banker  here  in  this  city,  is  he  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  ilr.  Graham  had  a  little  dimculty  in  collect- 
ing his  Kickapoo  Indian  accounts.  He  knew  tliey  were  trying  to  go 
to  Mexico,  and  Mr.  Graham  communicated  wifh  Maxey  and  told 
Maxey,  "  If  you  allow  me  to  collect  these  accounts,  I  will  ^ve  you  15 
per  cent  of  the  amount."  Mr.  Maxey  came  to  me  and  said^  "  Clark, 
these  Indians  will  have  to  pay  these  debts  over  here.'"  He  said, "  Gra- 
ham has  oflfered  to  pay  15  per  cent  commission  to  have  them  col- 
lected;" he  said  "  if  you  will  let  him  come  to  your  office  " — we  had  an 
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office  over  the  bank  at  that  time — "  and  collect  the  accounts,  I  will  cut 
them  in  two  with  you." 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is,  Maxey  was  to  have  7^  per  cent? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  was  to  have  7^  per  cent. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  yourself  or  Bentley? 

Mr.  Clark.  Me  and  Bentley;  Bentley  and  I  were  "partners,  and  of 
course  whatever  I  did  Mr.  Bentley  was  a  partner  to  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  make  any  collections? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  probably  in  two  or  three  days  after  that.  It 
was  with  this  understanding:  I  said, "  Mr.  Maxey,  if  an  Indian  conies 
to  me  and  admits  that  he  is  owing  me  this  amount  of  money,  I  would 
not  object  to  his  collecting  it."  I  think  two  or  three  days  after  that 
Mack  Johnson,  his  wife,  and  daughter-in-law  had  sold  some  land  and 
had  colelcted  $2,300  or  $2,400,  and  they  came  up  in  the  office  and 
Philip  Grimm  came  up.  They  collected  something  over  $400.  Philip 
paid  the  commission  to  Judge  Maxey  and  Judge  Maxey  gave  me  my 
part  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is,  7i  per  cent? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  about  $31  was  my  part.  When  Mr.  Bentley 
came  back  from  the  Creek  Nation  I  paid  him  one-half  of  the  money 
and  told  him  I  had  got  it.  He  said  that  was  all  right  and  took  his 
part  out. 

Senator  Curtis.  Neither  of  you  were  then  in  the  Government  em- 
ploy? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir.  I  think  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  now 
that  must  have  been  some  time  along  in  October,  1903.  I  told  him 
Mr.  Maxey  was  getting  half  of  it  and  he  gave  me  half,  and  I  was  giv- 
ing him  half  of  what  I  got,  which  was  one- fourth.  I  think  there  had 
been  some  more  collections  made  after  that  and  Mr.  Bentley  said  to 
me  one  day :  "  Clark,  Maxey  has  not  got  any  influence  with  these 
Indians  and  he  is  not  entitled  to  any  of  that  money,  and  after  the  1st 
of  January  T  will  tell  George  not  to  pay  him  any  more  commission, 
and  we  can  get  it  ourselves,  and  I  think  that  arrangement  was  made 
after  the  1st  of  January. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  satisfactory  to  you,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Clark.    I  did  not  have  any  kick  coming;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  to  the  committee  if,  at  any  time  during  your 
service  for  the  Government  under  Mr.  Bentley,  you  ever  heard  him 
say  anything  to  the  Indians  about  going  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say  to  them? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  he  encouraged  them  to  go  ahead  and  fence 
their  land  and  get  it  in  shape,  and  that  after  a  while  if  they  got  in 
proper  shape  they  would  be  able  to  go  to  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  told  them  thev  would  have  to  get  in  shape 
first? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  heard  him  since  that  time  urge  any  In- 
dians to  go  to  Mexico  against  their  will? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  that  he  has,  against  their  will. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  has  he  encouraged  them  to  go? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  that  is  part  of  his  business. 
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Senator  Curtis.  State  what  you  have  known  him  to  do.  Has  he 
gone  from  Indian  camp  to  Indian  camp,  or  from  Indian  to  Indian 
and  urged  them  to  go? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  about  that;  Mr.  Bentlev  and  I  were 
appointed  immigration  agents  for  the  M.,  K.  and  T.  Railroad,  and 
we  made  it  a  business — if  he  was  not  here  I  would  do  it ;  at  that  time 
we  had  to  ride  them  out  over  the  Rock  Island  and  Mexican  Inter- 
national, and  we  had  to  put  them  obt  of  the  trains  at  2  o'.clock  in  the 
morning,  and  one  of  us  had  to  be  with  them  to  check  their  baggage, 
and  we  would  check  them  out  over  the  Rock  Island 

Senator  Curtis.  While  you  and  Bentley  were  immigration  agents 
did  you  try  to  ^ei  Indians  to  go  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Clark,  "ies,  sir;  of  course  we  talked  to  them  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  tried  to  ship  them  over  your  line  of  road  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  certainlv. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  before  they  were  going  down  there  to 
stay ;  before  they  had  sold  their  land  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  had  been  going  down  there  for  some  time,  that 
was  quite  a  while.    Okema  went,  I  think,  about  six  years  ago. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  the  first  time  you  heard  Bentley  say 
anything  about  taking  charge  of  their  land  in  Oklahoma  and  trading 
it  and  buying  land  for  them  in  Mexico,  before  or  after  the  seven  , 
restrictions  were  removed  in  1905? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  was  in  1903,  along  in  the  latter  part  of  that  year, 
I  think. 

Senator  Citrtis.  That  was  the  first  you  heard  of  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  heard  him  talking  to  them  before  the 
restrictions  were  removed? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  state  to  the  committee  if  you 
were  down  in  Mexico  in  May,  June,  July,  and  August,  1906,  or  any 
of  those  months? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  it  was  the  24th  of  May,  1906,  that  I  left  here 
and  I  arrived  in  Muzquiz,  1  believe,  on  the  27th. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  you  go  with? 

Mr.  Clark.  With  Mr.  Sweeney. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  was  Mr.  Sweeney  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Sweeney  left  the  day  before  I  did  and  stopped 
at  Denison,  one  day,  and  I  overtook  him  there  and  we  went  from 
there  on. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  go  on  your  own  hook  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  on  my  own  hook. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  your  object  in  going? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  was  taking  a  wild  goose  chase,  I  reckon. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  any  idea  that  they  were  going  to  be  able 
to  sell  their  land  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  what  induced  you  to  go;  you  thought 
you  could  go  there  and  get  some  land? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  When  you  arrived  there  what  Americans  did  you 
find  on  the  ground  or  at  the  camp? 

Mr.   Clark.  When  I  arrived  at  Muzquiz  I   found  Mr.  Russell 
Johnston. 

Senator  Curtis.  A  banker  here  in  town  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  and  Tack  Grimes  and  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Beatty. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  call  him  Doctor,  do  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  "  Doc,"  and  Mrs.  Bentley  was  there.     I  do 
not  believe  I  saw  any  more  white  men  there  that  day. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  out  at  the  camp  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  went  out  to  the  camp  that  evening. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  anything  occur  while  you  were  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  you  stay — in  camp  or  up  in  Muzquiz  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  stayed  in  the  camp,  at  Kishkinequote's  camp,  that 
night. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Bentley  try  to  make  the  white  men 
leave  there  that  night? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Bentley  and  I  went  out  together. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  these  men  say  they  were  wiere  for? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  see  any  of  them  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Oh,  you  saw  them  in  Muzquiz;  I  understood  you 
to  say  you  met  them  at  the  camp. 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  of  them  at  the  camp 
that  night. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  see  any  of  them  at  the  camp,  and 
who  did  you  see? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  went  back  to  Muzquiz  the  next  day,  and  as  I  was 
going  into  Muzquiz  I  met  a  load  of  them  going  out  to  the  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  in  that  load? 

Mr.  Clark.  A1.  Brown  was  in  the  wagon  and  I  think  Cal.  Moore 
and  Russell  Johnston;  I  do  not  remember  whether  there  were  any 
more ;  I  think  there  were  four  of  them  in  a  two-seated  rig. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  talk  to  them  about  what  they  were  doin^f 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  they  went  out  to  camp,  and  I  came  to  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  did  not  tell  you  why  they  were  going,  did 
they? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  you  see  in  town — of  the  white  men  ?  Did 
you  see  Doctor  Conine  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  think  I  got  acquainted  with  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  L.  C.  Grimes? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir.  I  saw  him  the  next  trip  I  went  to  the  camp. 
I  went  back  to  camp  that  evening. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  you  see  there  that  time? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  saw  Grimes  and  Cal  Moore.  They  were  there  that 
night.. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  occurred,  if  anything,  that  night? 

Mr.  Clark.  Nothing. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  next  see  them  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  stayed  at  camp  that  night  and  all  the  next  day.  The 
Indians  had  been  out  on  a  hunt  and  had  killed  a  deer  and  had  a  dance 
the  next  day.     I  think  that  was  the  third  day. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Was  Mr.  Bentley  there  then  ? 

Mr.  Clabk.  He  was  at  the  camp  that  day — ^yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  anvthing  said  to  any  of  the  Indians  about 
selling  their  lands  by  any  or  the  parties  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir ;  not  in  my  presence. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  the  white  men  tell  you  why  they  were  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  knew  what  they  were  there  for. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  tell  vou  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir.    They  told  me  they  were  there  to  buy  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  there  at  the  dance? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  was  the  evening  the  officers  were  sent  out  and  the 
white  men  were  all  ordered  out  of  the  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Mr.  Thackery  there  that  night? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  was  there  that  evening. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  George  Outcelt  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  were  both  there  that  night  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.    That  was  the  evening  of  the  dance,  was  it? 

Mr.  Clark.'  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curits.  Where  was  this  dance  held? 

Mr.  Clark.  At  the  Kickapoo  ground,  at  the  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  those  white  men  taking  any  part  in  it  or 
just  watching? 

Mr.  Clark.  Just  watching. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  the  Indians  been  drinking  any? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  think  they  had  been  drinking  any  unusual 
amount.    They  usually  drink  a  good  deal  at  a  dance. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  what  occurred  when  the  white  men  were 
ordered  from  the  camp.    Were  you  among  them? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  took  it  for  granted  I  was  with  them.  I  was  a  white 
man,  and  I  pulled  out. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  go  back  to  the  camp  again? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  go  back  for  fifteen  days. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  do  in  the  meantime  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  was  there  at  Muzquiz. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  talks  with  Grimes  or  Outcelt 
or  any  of  those  people? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  some  talks  with  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  Grimes  have  to  say? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  were  kind  of  confused ;  they  did  not  know  what 
to  do.  I  think  Russell  Johnston  had  gone  bacfc  to  Eagle  Pass,  and 
Grimes  and  Brown  still  stayed  there.  They  had  got  acquainted  with 
this  man  Conine.  He  spoke  pretty  good  Spanish  and  English.  I  do 
not  know  what  the  manipulations  were,  but  anyway  they  got  permis- 
sion from  the  officers  to  go  back  to  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  tell  you  now  they  worked  it — any  of 
them? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  anybody  tell  you  how  they  worked  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  Well 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  they  told  you  how  they  did  it.  Now, 
how  did  they  do  it?    We  want  all  the  facts  here.    Tell  it  right  out. 
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Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Grimes  told  me  that  they  had  agreed  with  Gua- 
jardo  to  give  him  $75  for  every  80  that  they  bought  from  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  mean  Mr.  L.  C.  Grimes,  the  man  sitting  there 
[indicating]  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  He  told  you  that  they  had  agreed  to  give  Gua- 
jardo$75? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  probably  accounts  for  that  great  bulk  of 
Mexican  dollars  that  they  wanted  sent  down  there  about  the  time 
the  deeds  were  made. 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  Mexican  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  We  have  proven  that  already.  Who  else  talked 
to  you  about  it — about  what  tney  had  done  or  had  agreed  to  do? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  what  they  had  a&:reed  to  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  thev  tell  you  they  had  agreed  to  do? 
Did  Al.  Brown  or  Cal.  Moore  or  Conine  tell  you  anything  other  than 
what  Grimes  had  told  you  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  went  into  the  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  that  they  went  into  camp? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  they  were  not  disturbed? 

Mr.  Clark.  Not  that  I  know  of;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  if  you  saw  them  bring  any  Indians  in  town 
aft«r  that — this  Grimes  crowd. 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  they  brought  Indians  into  town.  I  think 
they  took  them  to  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  have  any  of  them  around  town  ?  Were 
any  drunk  around  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Indians  were  in  town  every  day. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  they  drunk? 

Mr.  Clark.  Some  of  them  were;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  any  drunken  girls  around  the  hotel? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  noticed  some. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  whose  rooms  were  they? 

Mr.  Clark.  The  Indians  had  rooms  over  the  saloon. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  there  not  a  big  room  there  under  the  control 
of  Chapman  and  Grimes  where  they  let  the  Indians  come  every  day? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  can  not  say  that  it  was  under  the  control  of  Chap- 
man and  Grimes,  but  it  was  a  kind  of  headquarters  for  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Grimes  and  those  men  were  around  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  one  of  them  swear  the  other  day  that 
they  had  a  big  room  and  that  the  Indians  came  in  there. 

Mr.  Clark.  I  have  not  been  in  here  all  the  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  hear  one  of  them  swear  that  they  had 
a  big  room  there,  a  corner  room,  and  the  Indians  came  in? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  them  in  that  room — ^the  girls? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  1  saw  them  up  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  any  of  them  drunk? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  remember  now  whether  they  were  or  not. 
They  were  around  there  a  good  deal  and  would  get  kind  of  noisy,  the 
girls  would. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  them  downstairs  in  any  of  the 
rooms — ^two  of  them  ?    You  know  Rachel  Kirk  ? 

Mr.  C1.ABK.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  her  well. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  her  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  another  girl? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  two  or  three  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  them  there  drunk  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them  drinking. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  with  them — ^what  white  men?  Was 
L.  C.  Grimes  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  say. 

Senator  Curtis.  Tell  it  right  out  now. 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  a  good  deal  of  regard  for  my  oath  and 
I  want  to  be  careful  about  it.    I  could  not  state  as  a  truth 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  I  want  you  to  tell  the  truth.  Were  there  white 
men  there  drunk  with  them  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  there  white  men  there  when  they  were  drink- 
ing? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  saloons. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  Rachel  Kirk  taken  out  of  that  saloon 
on  any  day? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  can  not  say  that  I  did.  I  remember  that 
day;  I  will  tell  you;  I  was  on  the  plaza  in  company  with  a  man 
most  of  my  time  there  whose  name  was  Noble. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  a  resident  of  Muzquiz  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  was  a  resident  of  San  Antonio.  He  was  claiming 
to  own  that  Naciemento  ranch  there.  Mr.  Noble  and  I  were  on  the 
plaza  and  we  saw  quite  a  crowd  around  a  carriage  there  and  a 
drunken  Indian  woman.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  him  that 
drew  my  attention  to  it  or  not,  but  I  looked  and  saw  the  crowd — who 
they  were  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Grimes  was  one  of 
them? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  say. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  there,  was  he? 

Mr.  Clark.  Probably  he  was.  There  were  Indians  and  Mexicans 
there.    I  think  I  saw  Cal.  Moore  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  any  man  lifting  that  woman 
up  and  putting  her  in  the  wagon  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  see  her  get  into  the  wagon  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  was  drunk  was  she  not  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  she  was  drunk ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  carriages  were  there  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  a  couple,  mayfe  three ;  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  often  did  you  see  the  Indians  in  town  and 
up  around  this  big  room  or  on  the  street  with  this  Grimes  and  Chap- 
man crowd  during  the  fifteen  days  you  were  up  at  Muzquiz  when 
you  did  not  get  down  to  camp  ? 

Mr.  Ci^RK.  There  were  some  there  most  every  day,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  Later  on  were  you  permitted  to  go  to  the  camp? 
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Mr.  Clark.  It  was  pretty  well  along;  it  was  the  last  of  June,  I 
think. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  see  out  there  then  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  went  out  to  camp  a  time  or  two;  I  went  to  see  the 
Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTio  was  there  when  you  got  there  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  generally  found  Cal.  Moore  or  Grimes  or  sdme  of 
those  fellows  out  there  at  the  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  "What  was  the  condition  of  the  Indians?  Had 
they  been  drinking  any? 

Mr.  Clark.  Sometimes  some  of  them  were  drinking,  and  sometimes 
they  were  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  any  of  those  Grimes-Chapman  people 
take  those  Indians  uptown  at  any  time — up  to  Muzquiz — froui  the 
camp? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  was  at  the  camp  when  they  took  the  first  batch  of 
Indians  out  to  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTio  did  they  take  out? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  say ;  I  think  there  may  have  been  12  or  15. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  condition  of  those  Indians  that 
morning? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  see  anything  wrong  with  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  had  been  drinking,  had  they  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  There  were  a  couple  of  mescal  joints  there  close  to  the 
camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  out  there,  and  who  took  them  up? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  all  of  them — Conine,  Grimes,  and  Brown. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  a  couple  of  policemen? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  some  policemen. 

Senator  Curtis.  Those  policemen  were  armed,  were  they? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  generally  go  armed. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Doctor  Conine  armed? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  them  say  where  the  Indians  had  to 
go? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  remember  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  those  policemen  load  those  Indians 
into  the  wagon  and  take  them  uptown  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  see  any  Indian  forced  to  get  into  the  rig. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  do  know  that  they  had  the  aid  and  assist- 
ance of  the  police  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Somebody  had  them  there.    I  do  not  know  who. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  they  went  off  did  the  Indians  go  uptown 
with  them? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  took  the  Indians  in  carriages  and  went  to  Muz- 
quiz, and  that  evening  they  loaded  them  into  the  carriage  and  took 
them  down  to  the  train. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  the  police  went  with  them,  did  they,  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  \^Tien  they  left  the  camp  the  policemen  were  with 
them,  were  they  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  remember  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  AMien  next  did  you  see  them — the  white  fellows? 

Mr.  Clark.  At  Muzquiz  that  evening  they  took  the  Indians  out 
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Senator  Curtis.  TiTiat  was  the  condition  of  the  Indians  who  went, 
when  they  took  them  to  Muzquiz  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  some  of  them  were  probably  drinking  some. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  were  drunlc,  were  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  had  been  drinking  a  little,  probably. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  next  see  Grimes — up  at  the  camp 
or  in  Muzquiz  with  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  I  went  back  to  the  camp  a  day  or  two  after  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  occurred  then? 

Mr,  Clark.  Mr.  Grimes  probably  went  along  with  me,  and  I  do 
not  know  but  that  Doctor  (Jonine  went.  They  said  there  were  some 
more  Indians  who  wanted  to  go  and  they  went  out  for  them,  but  they 
did  not  get  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why. 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know.  They  did  not  get  any  Indians,  and 
Grimes  stayed  at  the  camp.  I  think  this  was  Sunday  morning,  and 
I  went  back  to  Muzquiz  that  night,  and  Grimes  stayed  there  until 
Tuesday,  I  think,  and  when  he  came  in  on  Tuesday  he  brought  Pah- 
pah-me-na-ko-the. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  do  with  him? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  they  went  to  Eagle  Pass.  They  left  that  even- 
ing, I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Pah-pah-me  na-ko-the  drunk  or  sober? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  was  pretty  well  filled  up  when  he  left. 

Senator  Curtis.  Grimes  was  sober,  was  he? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  so,  reasonably. 

Senator  Curtis.  Those  white  fellows  usually  kept  sober,  did  they 
not — reasonably  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  let  the  Indians  do  all  the  drinking? 

Mr.  Clark.  Well,  most  of  it,  I  guess. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  you  next  sec  them? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  it  was  a  day  or  two  when  they  came  back  from 
Barroteran.  He  did  not  get  down  to  Eagle  Pass  with  Pah-pah-me- 
na-ko-the. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  he  lose  him?     Did  he  tell  vou? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  he  met  Mr.  Bentley  down  there,  and  Mr.  Bent- 
ley  got  him  away  from  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  he  say  about  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  said  he  got  the  assistance  of  Ludlow,  the  man  who 
runs  that  coal  mine  there,  and  got  him  in  a  caboose  and  kept  him 
away  from  him.  That  is  what  Itfr.  Grimes  told  me.  Of  course,  this 
is  hearsay ;  I  did  not  see  that  part. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Grimes  told  you? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  Grimes  say?  He  is  one  of  the  inter- 
ested parties  here. 

Mr.  Clark.  That  is  what  he  told  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  other  transactions  did  you  see  with  the 
Indians? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  it  was  a  few  days  after  that  that  Mr.  Grimes 
came  in  from  camp  and  had  Ah-kis-kuck  and  his  wife  with  him.  He 
took  them  to  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  about  it? 
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Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  Ah-kis-kuck  or  his  wife  been  drinking? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  them  drink  anything. 

Senator  Citrtis.  What  else  did  vou  notice? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  notice  much  more  of  the  Indian  transactions 
from  that  time  on. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  went  to  Eagle  Pass,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  never  went  to  Eagle  Pass;  I  started  home. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  did  you  go  then? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  stayed  right  there  in  Muzquiz.  I  made  probably 
two  or  three  more  trips  out  to  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiat  did  you  find  out  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  was  there  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Thackery  to  identify 
these  Indians.  There  was  some  lease  money  to  be  paid  them  and  he 
had  left  it  in  charge  of  Mr.  Outcelt.  He  ^id  not  know  the  Indians 
and  he  requested  me  to  stay  there  and  identify  them.  That  was  what 
I  was  there  for. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  the  Indians  say  about  wanting  to  sell 
their  land  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Some  of  them  said  they  wanted  to  sell  it  for  money  and 
some  wanted  to  trade  it,  and  some  wanted  to  jgo  back  to  Oklahoma. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  was  a  divided  opinion,  was  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  were  divided  up ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  buy  any  land  down  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  There  was  no  show  to  buy  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why? 

Mr.  Clark.  There  were  two  factions,  and  you  had  to  get  in  with 
one  or  the  other  to  make  it  any  deal. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  told  us  what  the  Grimes  faction  did. 
Now,  tell  us  what  you  saw  the  Bentley  crowd  do. 

Mr.  Clark.  Bentley  had  the  situation  in  his  hands  there  first. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  there  were  no  deeds  being  taken  then? 

Mr.  Clark.  But  they  were  expecting  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wimt  did  he  do? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  had  the  policemen  put  the  white  fellows  out  of  the 
camp  at  one  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  else  did  he  do? 

Mr.  Clark.  Of  course,  some  of  this  is  hearsay  from  the  Indians. 
I  was  at  the  camp.  The  Indians  came  to  the  hotel  there  and  said  that 
Mr.  Bentley  had  them  corralled  there  at  the  camp  and  was  trying  to 
force  them  to  sign  some  papers.  There  were  two  or  three  of  them 
who  came  to  the  hotel,  and  Homer  Anderson  was  the  first  man  who 
said  anything  about  it.  He  made  that  report  to  me  that  Bentley  was 
there  and  was  holding  them  under  guara  and  had  the  papers  there, 
and  they  did  not  know  what  they  were,  whether  they  were  deeds  or 
what,  and  he  told  them  if  they  did  not  sign  the  papers  he  would 
march  them  to  Muzquiz  and  put  them  in  jail. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  did  not  put  them  in  jail,  did  he? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  as  to  that,  but  anyway  there  were  quite 
a  number  who  came  out  there  and  made  the  charges.  Homer  Ander- 
son, Puck-e-shinno,  and  Ah-ten-y-tuck,  and  several  of  them  made 
those  charges;  Ah-nes-shen-ne  was  one  of  the  Chahkosot.  I  do  not 
remember  whether  I  heard  any  more  of  them  make  those  charges  or 
not. 


AFFAIBS   OF   THE   MEXICAN   KICKAPOO   INDIANS.  1125 

Senator  Curtis.  What  else  did  you  hear  of  Bentley  doing? 

Mr.  Clark.  You  mean  when  he  first  went  down  there  ? 

Senator  CrRTis.  Or  afterwards  up  to  the  time  he  was  put  in  jail. 
Tell  the  committee  all  about  it. 

Mr.  Clark.  After  those  policemen  had  got  back  to  camp  Mr. 
Bentley  left  Muzquiz  and  went  down  to  Saltillo,  I  believe;  that  is 
what  they  told  me.  That  is  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Coahuila.  T 
think  he  was  gone  some  three  or  four  days,  and  when  he  got  back  he 
was  arrested  and  put  in  jail. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  vou  know  who  had  him  arrested? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  1  do  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  said  about  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  The  supposition  was  that  those  charges  that  the  In- 
dians preferred  against  him  was  the  cause  of  his  arrest. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  vou  know  who  signed  them? 

Mr.  Clark.  The  Indians  signed  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Outcelt  sign  them? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  witnessed  tlieir  marks  to  the  complaints? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  to  some  myself. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  L.  C.  Grimes  did,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  is,  the  complaints  that  were  made  before  me;  I 
witnessed  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  before  the  court? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Outcelt's  initials  are  G.  A.,  are  they  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Mr.  Grimes's  initials  are  L.  C.  ? 

Mi*.  Clark.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  if  his  name  appears  as  witness,  of  course 
he  signed  them? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  would  infer  that  he  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Outcelt  say  anything  to  you  about  the 
arrest  of  Mr.  Bentlev? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Outcelt  was  not  there  when  Mr.  Bentley  was 
arrested.    He  was  in  Eagle  Pass,  I  think. 

Senator  Ci^rtis,  You  mean  when  he  was  taken  in  custody? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  prepare  a  statement  for  Mack  John- 
son? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  understand  that  Johnson  made  the  statement  to 
Outcelt  himself. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Outcelt  reduced  it  to  writing,  did  he? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Outcelt  took  him  over  to  the  police  court, 
did  he  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  went  over  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  went  together,  did  they? 

Mr.  Clark,  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  he  knew  that  a  charge  had  been  filed  against 
Bentley,  did  he  not  ? 
,    Mr.  Clark.  He  certainly  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  say  he  left  town? 


1126  AFFAIBS   OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO  INDIANS. 

Mr.  Clark.  He  went  out  with  the  party  that  went  to  Eagle  Pass 
with  some  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  they? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  Mack  Johnson  at  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  white  men  wenlf? 

Mr.  Clark.  Grimes,  I  believe,  and  Conine  and  his  wife;  I  do  not 
know  whether  Brown  went  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Oiitcelt  went? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir^ 

Senator  Curtis.  How  lon^  was  he  gone? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  he  was  gone  three  nights,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection.    He  got  back  early  in  the  morning. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  order  to  lead  up  to  Mr.  Outcelt,  I  want  to  ask 
you  about  Mr.  Thackery.    You  say  he  asked  you  to  help  Outcelt  out? 

Mr.  Clark.  In  identifying  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Thackery  tell  you  what  his  (Mr.  Thack- 
ery's)  business  was  down  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  remember  that  Mr.  Thackery  said  anything 
to  me  about  his  business  down  there.  I  know  what  Mr.  Outcelt  was 
down  there  for.  That  is  what  he  told  me.  He  was  there  to  investi- 
gate or  try  to  get  some  evidence  in  making  an  investigation,  I  think, 
of  Mr.  Bentlejrs  dealings  in  Mexico. 

ISenator  Curtis.  How  long  was  Outcelt  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  he  arrived  there  about  two  days  after  I  did 
and  left  the  next  day  after  I  did. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  How  much  help  did  vou  give  him? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  gave  him  just  that  much,  in  paying  out  that  lease 
money  to  the  Indians — identifying  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  him  do  anything  else  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  he  made  a  trip  or  two  out  to  the  camp  to  see 
the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  he  went  to  the  camp  did  he  go  by  himself? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  went  with  him  part  of  the  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  anybody  else  go  with  vou? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  went  to  the  camp  one  SuncTay;  I  remember  that 
me  and  Conine  arid  Mr.  Outcelt  went  on  Sunday. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  those  white  men  around  Outcelt's  room  a 
good  deal — ^that  is.  Grimes,  Brown,  and  Cal.  Moore? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  we  were  all  there  together.  Mr.  Outcelt 
occupied  a  room  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  This  colored  man  who  you  heard  testify  here  was 
in  the  room,  was  he? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  see  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  around  there,  was  he  not,  this  colored 
man? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  he  stayed  there  in  our  room  part  of  the  time, 
Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Chapman  occupied  room  No.  4, 1  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  nearby  you? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  where  these  Indian  women  were  taken? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  they  were  in  room  No.  2,  right  adjoining  on 
the  other  side  of  ours,  and  room  1  was  the  large  room  that  front^i 
out  on  the  street ;  that  was  the  one  that  the  Indians  occupied  mostly. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Outcelt  drink  any  down  there? 
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Mr.  ,Clask.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him  drink  some. 

;^nator  Cuktis.  How  often  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  gentlemen  hear  the  conversation  between 
himself  and  Cal.  Moore  and  Brown  and  Grimes  and  the  other  men  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  hear  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  an  old  imbecile  Indian  out  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Paw-kaw-kah? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes. 

Mr.  Clark.  I  know  him  well ;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  State  his  condition  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Clark.  I  have  not  seen  him  for  some  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  down  at  Douglass,  were  you  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  I  did  see  him  down  there.  He  came  on 
horseback,  but  he  was  two  or  three  blocks  away. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  not  around  there  during  the  hearings 
of  this  committee? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  was  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  his  condition  when  you  did  see  him? 

Mr.  Clark.  Well,  he  is  an  imbecile  and  a  mute;  he  has  always 
been  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  he  can  not  talk? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  and  I  do  not  know  whether  he  can  hear  or 
not;  and  he  has  not  good  sense,  I  know  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  \et  these  gentlemen  took  a  deed  from  him? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  Did  you  not  hear  that  they  did  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  that  they  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Bentley  after 
he  was  arrested? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  since  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  about  the  Kickapoos? 

Mr,  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  think  not — nothing  of  any  importance. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  vou  over  at  Eagle  Pass  when  those  gentle- 
men were  having  trny  dealings  with  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  did  you  stay  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  stayed  there  until  the  26th  or  27th  of  July — I 
believe  I  left  on  the  26th,  but  I  would  not  be  positive— 1906. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  in  Muzquiz  the  day  they  claimed  that 
a  lot  of  Indians  were  taken  up  to  Guajardo's  house?  * 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  them  going  by? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  was  up  at  Guajardo's  house  one  time  when  the 
Indians  went  up  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  day  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  give  you  the  date. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  in  July,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  must  have  been  along  about  the  5th. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  Indians  were  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  There  must  have  been  30  or  40. 

Senator  Cuinis.  Were  tliey  upstairs  or  down  in  the  yard? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  were  upstairs  and  downstairs,  too. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  were  vou  most  of  the  time? 
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Mr.  Clark.  I  was  upstairs  part  of  the  time;  I  was  not  there  but 
a  very  short  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  help  to  identify  any  Indians  there  that 
day? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  take  part  in  the  proceedings? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  see  any  proceedings  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  any  Indians  sign  deeds  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  No  deeds  were  offered  and  no  one  was  asked  to  sign 
anytMng. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  thev  ask  them  to  do  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  seems  as  though  they  had  been  called  in  there  by 
Guajardo  or  somebody  else — I  do  not  know  who;  but  I  went  out  there 
to  talk  with  them  about  their  lease  money;  I  wanted  them  to  come 
and  get  it.  That  was  my  object  out  there.  Guajardo  made  a  talk 
to  them  about  selling  their  land;  he  advised  them  not  to  sell  tiieir 
land  or  to  give  it  away,  etc.,  and  said  he  was  going  to  leave,  that  he 
wanted  to  go  on  that  train — it  was  late  in  the  afternoon — and  that 
he  was  going  to  Monterey;  his  wife  was  down  at  the  hospital  and 
he  had  to  leave.  He  said,  "  While  I  am  gone  I  leave  you  m  charge 
of  Mr,  Conine  to  look  after  your  business  and  see  if  you  are  treated 
fairly,  and  if  he  does  not  do  it  I  will  see  that  he  does. 

Scoiator  Curtis.  And  at  that  very  time  Conine  was  in  the  employ 
of  these  very  men  trying  to  get  their  lands  from  them  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  Know  anything  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  him  testify  that  he  received  $150  a 
month,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You   were  at  Eagle  Pass  when  he  testified? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was ;  but  I  did  not  hear  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  at  that  place  you  say  nothing  was  said  about 
signing  deeds? 

Mr.  Clark.  Not  that  time;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  the  21st  day  of  July,  was  it  not,  on  Sat- 
urday ? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  was  before  that ;  I  do  not  remember  now,  but  I  think 
it  was  earlier. 

Senator  Curtis.  These  Indians  were  not  taken  there  but  two  days, 
were  they? 

Mr.  Clark,  Yes,  sir;  they  were  taken  there  several  times.  Of 
course  I  was  not  working  with  those  fellows. 

SenatorCuRTis.  They  were  around  tliere  that  day,  were  they  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  around  there,  and  they  thought  I 
was  opposing  them — these  fellows — and  that  I  was  advising  the  Indi- 
ans not  to  sell  their  land,  which  I  did  to  some  extent,  and  I  told  them 
to  go  to  Oklahoma ;  if  they  wanted  to  sell  their  land  that  they  could 
get  what  it  was  worth ;  and  of  course  after  they  found  out  that  I  was 
kind  of  working  against  them  I  was  eliminated — I  was  not  permitted 
in  there. 

Senator  Cinn-is.  Did  you  stay  there  that  day  until  the  Indians 
went  away? 

Mr,  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  there  any  deeds  signed  there  that  day? 
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Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  there  were  none;  no  deeds  were  signed;  they 
did  not  ask  them  to  sign  the  day  I  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  at  any  other  time  when  the  In- 
dians were  taken  up  to  Guajardo's  house? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  never  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  afterwards  go  back  down  there?  You 
say  you  left  and  came  back  about  the  27th  or  28th  of  July. 

Mr.  Clark.  I  have  not  been  back  there  since.  That  w^as  probably 
this  last  August. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  try  to  buy  any  land  there  then  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  did  you  go  there  for  in  August? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Goode  and  I  went  down  there. 
.   Senator  Curtis..  Did  you  try  to  buy  any  land  there  then? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  Mr.  Graham,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  help  Graham  to  buy  some  land  down 
there?     • 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  not  particularly. 

Senator  Cltitis.  I^et  me  read  you  this  dispatch :  "  Gteorge  Graham, 
Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  Maverick  Hotel:  Look  out  for  Indians.  Wire 
Thackery;  get  numbers  John  Pecan,  Charlie  White  land;  will  write 
you."    lou  sent  that,  did  you  J 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  on  July  1,  1906?  How  about  this  one; 
"George  Graham,  Maverick  Hotel,  Eagle  Pass:  Grimes,  Ah-kis- 
kuck,  Penetho  oh  train  to-morrow.  I^and  will  sell  eight  thousand. 
W^ill  write  to-morrow.    Clark."    You  sent  that,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  sent  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  send  that? 

Mr.  Clark.  Well,  those  Indians  were  coming  out  there,  and  I  sent 
them  to  him  so  he  could  buy  the  land  or  have  a  chance  to.  I  did  not 
know  the  numbers  of  the  land  of  the  other  two  and  I  wired  what  this 
land  would  sell  for  if  he  bought  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  does  this  telegram  mean :  "  Since  writing 
arranged  to  stay.  Brine  or  send  any  you  can  sign.  Wire  me  pros- 
pects care  hotel  Maverick.  Write  me  lull  details  if  send."  That  is 
dated  July  3,  1906.     You  got  that  dispatch,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  Well,  I  do  not  understand  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  he  wired  you  that  since  writing  you  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  that  he  would  buy  some  land,  did  he  not?  Now, 
why  would  he  write  you  that  if  you  were  not  helping  him  to  get 
land  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  have  a  talk  with  Mr.  Lee  Patrick  before  I  went 
down  there,  and  of  course  I  knew  the  Kickapoo  land  and  they  did 
not — that  is,  they  did  not  know  what  it  was  worth — and  there  was  a 
misunderstanding  between  them  and  Mr.  Bentley  in  regard  to  this 
Kickapoo  business,  and  I  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Patrick.  lie 
wanted  to  know  what  I  wanted  out  of  it  in  case  they  went  in  it  inde- 
pendently of  Mr.  Bentley.  He  said  there  were  five  of  them.  I  said 
if  they  could  buy  any  land  I  would  be  willing  to  divide  equally  with 
them.  He  said  to  go  down  there,  but  not  to  get  into  any  trouble  with 
Bentley. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  George  Graham  after 
that? 

Mr.  Clark.  George  followed  me  a  day  or  two  afterwards.  He  got 
down  there  and  took  in  the  situation  ana  saw  how  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  Xow,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  because  of  the  conduct 
of  L.  C.  Grimes,  W.  L.  Chapman,  Al.  Brown,  Cal.  Moore,  and  Doctor 
Conine  you  and  Graham  made  up  your  mind  that  you  would  not  have 
anvthinff  to  do  with  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  considerably  so — ^yes,  sir;  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  heard  Mr.  Graham  say  they  had  bought 
the  jefe  politico,  Guajardo,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  We  saw  the  way  it  was  bein^  worked  there;  that 
it  would  cost  very  much  money  with  the  Mexican  Government  and 
we  could  not  stand  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  down  there  when  those  depositions 
were  taken  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  that  they  had  to  have  $500 
in  gold  sent  before  they  could  get  the  depositions  away  .from  the 
officers  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.   Were  you  down  there  with  Mr.  Goode  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  went  down  there  in  August,  I  think,  with  Mr. 
Goode — August  and  part  of  September. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  you  ancf  he  doing  there  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  went  down  there  to  investigate  some  matters, 
and  I  went  down  with  him  to  identify  some  Indians  that  he  had 
some  lease  money  for. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  any  dispatches  that  passed  between  you  and 
him  with  reference  to  lease  money  or  getting  affidavits  was  for 
the  Government? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  remember  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  say,  if  any  did  pass  between  you.  If  you  wired 
him  about  it  it  was  simply  to  take  depositions  for  the  Government. 
You  were  not  helping  anybody  but  the  Government  at  that  time — 
you  were  working  for  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  employed  you  to  go  down  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Goode. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  pay  you  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  pay  any  lease  money  down  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  he  pay? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  went  down  there  with  Mr.  Goode  in  August  or 
September  to  investigate  particularly  the  facts  as  to  those  alleged 
fraudulent  transfers,  did  you? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  what  you  did,  was  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  with  the  exception  of  paying  out  a  little  lease 
money. 
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Mr.  Embrt.  As  far  as  you  knew,  with  the  exception  of  paying 
out  lease  money,  you  were  getting  facts  to  enable  the  proper  authori- 
ties to  file  petitions  for  the  Government  to  recover  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  there  was  some  misunderstanding  between 
Mr.  Patrick  and  Mr.  6entley  with  reference  to  this  land.  Do  you 
know  what  the  understanding  was? 

Mr.  Clark.  Well,  only  just  hearsay. 

Mr.  Embrt.  You  say  that  Guajardo  advised  thdse  Indians  at  the 
time  you  were  at  his  house  not  to  sell  their  lands? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  he  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Can  you  determine  about  when  that  was? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  never  kept  any  dates  of  those  things. 

Mr.  Embry.  Can  you  determine  it  with  reference  to  the  time  the 
bill  was  passed,  on  «fune  21  ?  • 

Mr.  Clark.  It  must  have  been  ten  or  twelve  days  after  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  Conine  present  at  that  conference  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  the  Indians  had  been  gathered 
together  there  for  primarily  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  no  more  than  just  to  advise  with  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  they  had  any  court  pro- 
ceedings at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  Guajardo's  speech  was  interpreted  as  advice  to 
the  Indians  not  to  sell  their  lands? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  was  my  understanding;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  he  said  further  that  he  would  leave  them  in  charge 
of  Conine  while  he  was  gone  away  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  going  to  Monterey,  where  his  wife 
was. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  how  long  he  was  gone  to  Monterey  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  say. 

Mr.  Embry.  Can  you  state  approximately  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  judge  it  was  a  week. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  any  deeds  were  taken  while  he 
was  gone  to  Monterey. 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  say  as  to  that;  I  do  not  know  a 
thing  about  that.  All  I  could  tell  was  by  the  crowd  going  to  Gua- 
jardo's  and  coming  back,  and  the  Indians  would  talk  to  me,  and  all 
the  information  I  would  get  was  from  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  Can  you  recollect  any  times  when  you  saw  the  Indians 
going  to  Guajardo's  house  after  the  time  GuajarJlo  made  this  speech 
that  you  mention — ^how  long  after  that  speech  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  tell  you  how  long  it  was  after  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  times  did  you  see  Indians  going  to  Gua- 
jardo's house  after  that? 

Mr.  Clark.  Two  or  three  times. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  go  on  those  occasions  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  white  men  were  at  Guajardo's  house  at  tlie 
time  he  made  this  speech  ? 
18920— VOL  2—07 28 
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Mr.  Clark.  Grimes,  Chapman,  and  Mr.  Outcelt  were  there;  I  do 
not  know  whether  anyone  else  was  there  or  not.    I  remember  those. 

Mr.  Embrt.  When  you  refer  to  Guajardo's  house,  do  you  mean 
his  private  home  or  his  office  at  the  court-house  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  His  private  home;  it  is  about  a  mile  from  town,  I 


'"Z. 


Lr.  Embry.  When  the  Indians  would  return  at  the  later  timeft, 
when  they  visited  Guajardo's  house,  did  they  tell  you  whether  they 
had  made  deeds  or  nots 

Mr.  Clark.  Thev  told  me  they  had  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  they  tell  you  any  time  they  had  been  taken  out 
there  to  make  deeds? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then,  from  that  you  were  able  to  determine  when  it 
was  th^t  they  were  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  deeds,  or  been 
reauested  to  make  deeds? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  they  were  taken  there  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  they  were  taken  there  to  make  deeds  after  the 
time  Guajardo  made  this  speech  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  where  Outcelt  was  during  the  time  those 
Indians  were  taken  there  to  make  deeds? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  say  as  to  that,  but  I  remember  the  date 
when  the  judge  from  Monclova  was  there,  and  I  thought  he  had 
gone  out  there  to  Guajardo's  house  to  make  some  kind  of  investiga- 
tion. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  thought  who  had? 

Mr.  Clark.  This  judge  that  they  brought  to  take  the  acknowledg- 
ments of  these  deeds,  and  in  there  that  afternoon  I  said,  "  George, 
what  are  they  doing  out  there;  have  yon  not  been  out  there?  "  And 
he  said,  "  No ;  I  have  not  been  out  there ;  I  have  not  been  to  Guajardo's 
house."  That  was  in  the  afternoon.  This  judge  from  Monclova. 
who  took  acknowledgments,  was  out  there,  and  I  suppose  that  was 
the  day  they  took  some  of  the  deeds. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  this  connection,  is  it  not  true  that  the  Indians 
were  notified  that  they  must  go  up  there  for  an  investigation? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  say  as  to  that? 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  not  tell  you  that? 

Mr.  Clark.  They  were  notified  to  come  up  there,  but  they  did  not 
know  what  for. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  not  heard  them  say  that  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  investigation? 

Mr.  Ci^rk.  I  heard  the  Indians  say  that  they  were  notified  by 
Guajardo  to  go  to  his  house. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  remember  the  dispatch  from  Conine, 
I  think,  saying  that  they  were  ordered  to  go  there  for  investigation  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  have  not  heard  all  the  testimony. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  you  get  the  impression,  at  the  time  you 
asked  Outcelt  if  there  was  not  an  investigation  going  on — how  "did 
you  get  the  impression  that  their  being  up  there  meant  some  kind 
of  an  investigation  ? 
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Mr.  Clark.  Well,  the  Indians  had  been  called  out  there,  and  I  sup- 
posed that  was  what  it  was  for.  I  never  thought  he  wanted  them 
taken  out  there  to  get  deeds  or  acknowled^  deeds. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  were  you  and  Outceltf 

Mr.  Clark.  I  was  at  the  hotel. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  Outcelt  there,  too? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  was  there  part  of  the  time.  Of  course  I  was  not 
in  Mr.  Outcelt's  company  all  the  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  time  of  the  day  was  it  when  you  say  you 
talked  to  Outcelt  and  asked  him  if  there  was  not  an  investigation 
going  on  at  Guajardo's  house? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  was  about  3  or  4  o'clock. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  any  other  time  when  those  Indians 
were  at  Guajardo's  house? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  remember  they  said  they  were  goin^  out  there  at 
other  times,  but  as  to  the  date  of  their  going  I  coula  not  give  you 
the  dale. 

Mr.  Embry.  "When  Grimes  told  you  that  they  were  to  pay  Gua- 
jardo  $75  for  each  allotment,  was  that  to  be  $75  Mexican  or  $75 
American  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Seventy-five  dollars  Mexican  was  my  understanding. 

Mr.  E^fBRY.  You  say  you  saw  Outcelt  drink  some  down  there. 
State  to  the  committee  the  extent  to  which  you  saw  him  drinking. 

Mr.  Clark.  I  have  seen  him  drink  a  bottle  of  beer. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  all? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  have  seen  him  drink  another  bottle  after  a 
while,  sometimCvS. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  .see  him  under  the  influence  of  intoxicants? 

Mr.  Clark.  None  to  amount  to  anything. 

Mr.  Embry.  \ATiat  do  you  mean  bv  that  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  say  that  he  was  drunk  or  out  of  the  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  this  colored  man,  Manual  Mills,  did  he 
stay  there  in  your  room  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  he  slept  there  of  nights  for  quite  a  while. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  your  room  and  Outcelt's  the  same? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  and  Outcelt  stayed  together  in  the  same  room? 

Mr.  Clark.  The  same  room ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  beds  were  in  that  room  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Two. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^^^lere  did  the  old  colored  man  sleep? 

Mr.  Clark.  On  the  floor. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  he  stay  there  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  stayed  there,  I  expect,  ten  days. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wliat  was  the  purpose  of  his  being  there  with  you? 

Mr.  Clark.  Well,  Mr.  Mills  and  I  went  out  to  the  camp  one  morn- 
ing to  have  Tah-pah-she  come  in  there,  an  old  lady  that  George 
wanted  to  gi^t  a  statement  from. 

Mr.  Embry.  Outcelt  did? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  she  promised  to  come  and  make  a  statement 
about  her  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Which  land? 

Mr.  Clark.  Land  that  was  sold. 
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Mr.  Embry.  She  was  one  of  the  seven,  was  she  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  it  was  with  reference  to  that  transaction  with 
Mr.  Bentley  or  Mr.  Ives? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  and  Panetho,  I  believe,  is  her  son  or  sister, 
one — went  out  there  together  and  we  met  Panetho,  and  he  said  he 
would  brinff  her  in  the  next  day,  and  I  left  Mills  out  there ;  it  set  in 
raining,  and  Mills  could  not  get  away,  and  George  had  an  idea  that 
he  was  out  there  working  against  him  in  getting  his  statement,  and 
he  had  the  marshal  go  out  and  bring  him  in. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  started  you  and  Mills  out  there  in  the  first  place  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  George  Outcelt. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  there  any  other  purpose  than  to  secure  that  old 
woman  to  make  the  statement? 

Mr.  Ci^rk.  That  was  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  marshal  being  sent  out  was  on  account  of  the 
fact  that  Mills  had  not  returned  with  her  at  the  time  he  said? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  he  had  not  returned. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  Mills  came  in,  what  occurred? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  told  the  marshal  not  to  lock  him  up,  but  to  bring  him 
up  to  the  hotel  to  stay  with  us. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  customary  down  in  Mexico  for  a  man  to  say  to  a 
marshal,  "Yoii  go  out  and  arrest  that  man  and  bring  him  around 
here?" 

Mr.  Clark.  That  seems  to  be  the  plan  or  rule. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  you  want  a  man,  you  have  to  send  a  marshal  for 
him  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  gets  him,  too. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  occurred  after  Mills  was  brought  in? 

Mr.  Clark.  Nothing  unusual  happened. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  jou  men  keep  him  in  there  under  restraint? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir ;  we  let  him  go  wherever  he  pleased ;  he  stayed 
around  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  any  conversation  between  him  and 
Outcelt ;  and  if  so,  what  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Of  course  George  thought  he  was  helping  Bentley  out 
there  in  some  of  his  schemes  and  talked  pretty  short  to  him;  that 
was  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  get  this  old  woman's  statement? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  there  had  been  some  Indians  over  to  Eagle 
Pass  and  had  got  back  that  evening  and  persuaded  her,  or  did  not  tell 
her  to  come  in.     That  was  Mills's  statement. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  believe  you  said  that  you  and  Outcelt  and  Conine 
went  to  that  camp  out  there  one  Sunday.  How  long  was  that  after 
Outcelt  had  arrived  in  Mexico  that  you  went  to  the  camp ;  how  long 
had  he  been  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  A  month  and  a  half,  I  guess. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  ^Miat  did  you  go  out  to  the  camp  for? 

Mr.  Clark.  To  see  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  AATiat  did  Conine  go  for? 

Mr.  Clark.  lie  just  went  along  to  accompany  us,  I  guess.  Of 
course  he  talked  Spanish,  and  if  we  needed  a  Mexican  interpreter  we 
would  have  one  alone:. 

Mr.  Embry.  For  w-hat  purpose  did  you  and  Outcelt  go  there? 
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Mr.  Clakk.  To  pay  them  their  lease  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  talk  with  them  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  we  paid  some  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  said  that  Outcelt  went  out  with  a  party  that  went 
with  some  Indians  to  Eagle  Pass.    About  what  date  was  that? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  must  ha v^  been  along  about  from  the  25th  to  the  last 
of  June. 

Mr.  Embry.'  You  said  he  was  gone  three  days? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry^  Do  you  know  what  Indians  there  were  that  went  out 
that  time? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  remember  what  Indians  went. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  do  you  fix  it  as  probably  the  25th  of  June? 

Mr.  Clark.  Well,  it  was  about  the  time  the  bill  was  passed,  or  a 
little  after  that,  I  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  about  his  purpose  in 
going  to  Eagle  Pass  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  after  he  returned? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  give  you  any  account  of  his  trip  to  Eagle 
Pass  or  any  of  the  incidents  of  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  with  regard  to  this  complaint  that  was  made 
by  those  Indians,  did  you  hear  the  Indians  make  complaint  there 
about  Bentley? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  name  all  the  Indians  you  heard  make  com- 
plaints or  with  reference  to  those  complaints  that  were  filed  in  court. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  mean  other  than  he  has  already  named. 

Mr.  Clark.  Homer  Anderson  was  the  first  one  to  make  complaint. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  his  complaint? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  Bentley  was  holding  the  Indians  out  there  under 
restraint  and  compelling  them  to  sign  some  kind  of  paper;  they 
did  not  know  what  it  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  was  it  that  he  made  that  complaint? 

Mr.  Clark.  In  the  Central  Hotel  at  Muzquiz. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  present  at  the  time? 

Mr.  CiaARK.  He  made  it  to  me  first. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  repeat  it  anywhere  else? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  went  before  George  and  made  a  written  statement. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  there  when  he  made  the  written  statement 
for  George? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  written  statement  one  of  the  statements  that 
has  been  referred  to  here  as  a  complaint? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  what  the  complaints  are. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  Indians  made  complaints  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Puck-e-shinno. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  hear  him  make  complaint? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  him  make  his  complaint. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  say  to  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  said  Bentley  was  holding  the  Indians  there  and 
trying  to  force  them  to  sign  some  kind  of  paper. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  hear  any  other  Indians  make  complaint  to 
Outcelt? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  Ah-ten-y-tiick. 

Mr.  Embrt.  What  did  he  say? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  made  the  same  complaint. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  hear  any  other? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  Chahkosot. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  «ay  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  was  his  complaint,  too. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Pah-pe-ah-she  make  any  complaint? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  think  I  heard  it  if  he  did.  I  think  Ah-nes- 
shenne  did,  but  I  am  not  positive. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  Mack  Johnson  there  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  saw  him,  but  I  was  not  present  when  he  made  it 
before  George,  but  I  heard  him  make  it  before  the  court. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  say  before  the  court  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  Bentley  had  come  to  his  camp,  he  had  sent  a  man 
there  first  and  then  sent  another  man,  and  finally  sent  two  policemen, 
who  arrested  him  and  took  him  into  camp  where  they  were  signing 
the  papers,  and  the  policeman  struck  him  over  the  head  with  a  cane, 
and  his  wife  and  mother  followed  him  up  and  commenced  crying 
and  told  him  to  si^  the  paper.  I  heard  him  make  that  complaint  in 
court.    He  signed  it.    He  was  interpreter,  and  he  put  it  into  Spanish. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  where  Outcelt  was  the  day  that  Kachel 
Kirk  was  put  in  the  buggy  at  Muzquiz,  at  the  time  you  say  you  were 
standing  on  the  plaza,  when  you  saw  a  drunken  woman  out  there  in 
the  buggy  or  coach  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  might  have  known  her  and  might  not.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  date  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember,  or  was  it  called  to  your  attention, 
that  Okemah  and  some  Indians  in  going  to  Eagle  !rass  sought  to 
board  the  train  at  Sabinas  and  were  prevented  by  Conine  and  Al. 
Brown  from  getting  on  the  train,  ana  were  then  or  shortly  after- 
wards put  un<fer  arrest  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  remember  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  was  it  after  that  occurrence  before  it  was 
rumored  there  at  Muzcjuiz  that  you  knew  of  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  was  tnere  when  the  Indians  came  back;  they  came 
in  afoot.     I  saw  them  when  they  came  into  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  came  back  under  arrest,  did  they? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  under  arrest,  or  had  been;  they 
were  put  under  arrest  or  put  in  prison  when  they  got  there — ^that 
is,  the  men  folks. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  where  Outcelt  was  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  was  at  Muzquiz. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  had  he  been  there  continuously  prior  to 
that  time? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  never  was  away  from  there  but  three  nights,  as  I 
told  you,  that  he  went  over  to  Eagle  Pass,  with  the  exception  of  the 
time  we  were  out  to  the  camp. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  time  was  this  occurrence,  and  the  arrest  of 
Okemah,  with  reference  to  the  time  you  say  Outcelt  went  to  Eagle 
Pass  with  a  party  who  had  Indians? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  was  afterwards. 
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Mr.  Embrt.  Which  was  afterwards? 

Mr.  Clark.  The  Indians  were  arrested  afterwards. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  after  the  trip  to  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  must  have  been  ten  days. 

Mr.  Embrt.  You  say  that  Outcelt  was  at  Muzquiz  during  the  time 
Okemah  was  arrested  and  brought  in? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  conditions  such  that  he  could  have  been  at 
Sabinas  the  day  of  the  arrest  and  return  there  at  night  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir ;  he  could  not  have  done  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  at  Muzquiz  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Clark.    I  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  and  he  were  sleeping  in  the  same  room  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  times  did  you  see  Mr.  Thackery  down 
there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Twice. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  the  first  occasion  where  was  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  At  Muzquiz ;  I  saw  him  when  he  was  over  in  town,  I 
think. 

Mr.  Embry.  Next,  where  did  you  see  him ;  did  you  and  he  go  out 
to  that  camp? 

Mr.  Ct^rk.  I  was  out  there  and  Mr.  Outcelt  and  Mr.  Thackery 
cAme  out  while  I  was  tberB. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  the  evening  they  were  ordered  away? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  time  you  say  a  dance  was  going  on  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  Outcelt  and  Thackery  with  the  other  white 
people  who  were  ordered  away  in  the  afternoon  or  after  night  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  was  just  about  dark. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  you  left? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  when  we  left,  I  believe  it  was  pretty  near  11 
o'clock  when  we  got  into  Muzauiz. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  think  that  was  their  first  visit  to  the  camp — 
was  it  the  first  visit  you  had  any  knowledge  of? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  the  time  Wahpahchequa  told  them  to  leave, 
or  do  you  know  who  ordered  them  away  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  who  ordered  them  away,  whether  it  was 
the  Indians  or  the  policemen. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  they  left,  did  Outcelt  return  to  Muzquiz 
with  Thackery? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  presume  he  did ;  they  were  all  in  town  that  evening. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  evening? 

Mr.  Clark.  When  we  got  back. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  went  back,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr:  Embry.  And  you  saw  them  all  there? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  Outcelt  there;  I  believe  he  was  there. 
I  know  I  saw  Mr.  Thackery  there  after  I  got  in  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  you  and  Mr.  Bentley  went  out  to  camp  to- 
gether when  you  first  went  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  and  Mr.  Bentley  were  friendly,  were  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  were  you  and  he  doing  at  the  camp  together? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  wanted  to  go  to  the  camp ;  that  is  what  I  went  down 
for.  He  said  he  had  a  buggy  team  and  was  going  to  drive  out  and  I 
drove  out  with  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  George  Graham  had  gone  down 
there  expecting  to  cooperate  with  Bentley  some,  had  he  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  was  the  expectation  or  the  impression  that  I  had 
of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  were  rather  regarded  at  that  time  as  belong- 
ing to  the  Bentley  crowd  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  I  told  Mr.  Graham  that  whatever  dealings 
he  had  with  Mr.  Bentley  he  must  make  them  with  him,  and  what- 
.ever  dealings  he  made  with  me  would  be  a  separate  thing.  I  did  not 
want  him  to  make  it  as  a  partnership  business  at  all.  Sir.  Bentley, 
after  I  got  down  there,  tried  hard  to  get  me  to  still  go  ahead  and 
work  with  him,  but  I  told  him  I  would  not  do  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  Bentley  want  you  to  work  for  him  for; 
what  did  he  want  you  to  do? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  wanted  me  to  go  ahead  and  help  him  in  the  enter- 
prise that  he  was  in. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^\Tiat  was  the  enterprise? 

Mr.  Clark.  To  get  those  Indians  to  sign  their  land  away  to  Mr. 
Ives ;  to  take  the  deeds  without  paying  them  any  money.  I  told  him 
it  could  not  be  done ;  it  would  be  a  failure. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  say  he  wanted  them  to  convey  land  to 
Ives  for? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  said  that  was  the  arrangement  he  had  made,  and 
he  was  going  to  put  it  up  and  sell  it  to  the  highest  bidder.  I  told 
him  the  Indians  would  not  consent  to  it;  I  was  satisfied  a  great 
many  of  them  would  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  what  did  he  say  he  would  do  with  it  when  he 
put  it  up  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  would  sell  the  land  and  put  it  into  a  pool  and  buy 
a  place  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  say  anything  about  profits  or  benefits  to  him- 
self? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  made  me  a  square  out  offer;  he  said  if  I  would 
work  with  him  he  would  insure  me  $2,500,  and  in  another  six  months, 
another  $2,500.    I  told  him  there  was  no  use  making  me  any  offer. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTien  he  made  you  this  offer  of  $2,500  a  year  to  help 
him  sell  that  land,  you  did  not  regard  it  as  a  mere  desire  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Bentley  to  help  the  Indians,  did  you?  You  understood  it 
was  a  speculation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  Ci-ARK.  Certainly  I  did ;  it  looked  that  way  to  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  he  was  willing  to  give  you  sums  equal  to  $2,500 
a  year  if  you  would  help  him  work  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  you  and  Mr.  Bentley  were  appointed  im- 
migration agents  on  some  railroads  here  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  when  you  and  Mr.  Bentley  were  in  the  real 
estate  business,  was  it  not? 
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Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  want  to  ask  you  if  the  principal  purpose  was  not  to 
help  him  transfer  those  Indians  from  this  country? 

Mr.  Clark.  Part  of  it  was,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  Emery.  You  and  Mr.  Bentley  had  discussed  the  plans  of 
transferring  thesie  Indians  to  Mexico  a  number  of  times,  had  you 
not? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  purely  a  business  proposition  for  you  to  move 
those  Indians  to  Mexico  and  have  the  restrictions  removed  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  was  quite  a  proposition,  but  there  was  no  intention 
on  my  part  to  act  unjustly  toward  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  Mr.  Bentley  about  the  pro- 
priety of  you  men  drawing  up  papers  to  show  what  you  were  to  do 
with  the  ftmds — ^how  they  were  to  oe  handled  and  disposed  of? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  had  talked  to  him  about  it ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiere  did  that  conversation  take  place,  if  you  re- 
member ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  remember  just  where  that  conversation  took 
place.  I  did  speak  to  him  about  it,  and  I  also  spoke  to  Mr.  Ives 
about  it.  , 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  you  say  to  them  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  asked  Mr.  Ives  if  he  had  any  agreement.  When  he 
came  back  here  a  good  deal  of  land  was  deeded  to  Mr.  Ives  and  a 
part  to  Mr.  Bentley.  I  asked  Mr.  Ives  what  his  agreement  or  under- 
standing was  in  regard  to  the  matter;  that  I  wanted  to  know  what  it 
was;  I  wanted  to  know  what  I  was  going  to  get  out  of  it,  and  he  told 
me  that  he  had  no  agreement  or  understanding  with  regard  to  the 
matter.    That  was  about  the  last  days  of  October,  two  years  ago. 

The  Chairman.  When  those  sales  were  made  there  was  consid- 
erable property  sold  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  *  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Who  conducted  the  sales? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Thackery  advertised  the  land. 

The  Chairman.  It  was  sold  through  his  office? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  There  was  an  appraised  value  put  on  every  piece 
of  land,  was  there  not? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Who  made  the  appraisement? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

The  Chairman.  It  was  made  in  a  Government  office,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Clark,  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  It  was  a  Government  appraisement? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  a  Government  appraiser  made  it. 
'  The  Chairman.  Then  they  were  put  up,  and  the  man  who  paid 
the  most,  if  he  had  a  certified  check  for  the  amount,  got  the  land  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Mr.  Clark,  after  the  bids  were  opened  and 
it  was  ascertained  who  made  the  highest  bid,  the  rule  was  that 
the  land  was  to  be  awarded  to  him  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  if  there  were  adult  Indian  heirs,  the  Government 
could  not  compel  those  heirs  to  sign  unless  they  wanted  to  ? 
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Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  Have  you  ever  seen  this  check  [exhibiting  check]  ? 

Mr.  CfJiRK.  I  have  never  seen  that  check  up  to  this  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  when  the  Hoffman  addition  to  this 
town  was  sold  through  the  agency  to  the  highest  bidder  that  one  of 
the  heirs,  at  least,  was  an  adult  living  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  your  firm  was  paid  a  fee  for 
their  influence  in  securing  the  signature  of  that  heir  to  the  deed  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did  not  know  it  until  about  two  years  ago.  I  found 
it'  out  through  Mr.  Graham. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  would  your  firm  pay  for  your  influence  in 
securing  the  signature  of  that  adult  heir? 

Mr.  Clark.  We  were  supposed  to  have  paid  $500,  but  I  think 
there  was  a  fee  of  $76  at  the  other  end  of  the  line  that  Mr.  Galan  got ; 
that  was  my  understanding  later. 

Mr.  Embry.  After  your  firm  received  the  fee  then  the  signature 
was  forthcoming  to  that  deed,  and  you  understand  the  d^d  was 
signed  up  and  properly  delivered? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  not  the  reason  that  Mr.  Benson  and  every 
other  man  who  bid  on  this  Kickapoo  land  had  to  get  in  with  your 
firm,  or  at  least  have  the  friendship  of  your  firm,  because  of  the  in- 
fluence of  Mr.  Bentley  over  those  Kickapoo  Indians? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  so;  in  regard  to  the  Kickapoos,  it  may  have 
been  that  way  to  some  extent. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  every  man  speculating  in  those 
Kickapoo  lands,  or  buying  that  heirship  land,  had  to  put  their  bid  in 
with  a  view  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Bentley  had  an  influence  over  those 
Indians  who  might  require  further  payment  before  they  could  get 
their  deeds  sign^  up  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  say  as  to  that,  positively. 

The  Chairman.  I  suppose  every  man  who  saw  that  there  was  an 
heir  knew  that  he  might  have  trouble  to  set  the  heir  to  sign.  The 
Government  could  not  guarantee  that  at  all.  The  Government  only 
gave  them  a  title  that  the  adult  Indian  had. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  you  to  examine  this  correspondence  here 
and  say  if  that  is  the  crossbill  attached. 

Mr.  Clark.  Is  this  the  same  papjer  that  I  looked  at  just  now? 

Mr.  Embry.  This  Thackery  business.  What  is  that  Thackery  fee 
there  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  is  $8,  I  can  not  understand. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  not  let  Mr.  Thackery  explain  that,  to  make 
the  record  cle«r.    What  is  that,  Mr.  Thackery  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  is  a  fee ;  $6  of  it  was  to  pay  a  business  com- 
mittee fee.  We  are  required  in  every  heirship  case  to  attach  a  cer- 
tificate of  the  business  committee;  that  is  to  show  thot  the  proper 
heirs  have  signed  the  deed.  Five  dollars  was  to  pay  that  and  $2  I 
think  was  for  the  advertising  fee  provided  by  the  Department  to  pay 
for  advertising  this  land;  that  is  charged  in  every  case,  and  the 
remainder,  if  I  remember  correctly,  went  to  Mr.  Bonnet  for  a  notary 
acknowledgment. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  having  to  pay  Mr. 
Grimes,  who  was  the  guardian,  $50  to  get  him  to  sign  the  deed? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  The  first  I  ever  knew  of  that  was  when  I  saw  it  in 
this  paper. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  appears  here  in  this  account  that  there  was 
$50  paid;  that  was  to  L.  C.  Grimes,  the  man  over  there  [indicating]. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  tiie  man  who  was  guardian  of 
the  child. 

Mr.  Clark.  That  is  Benson's  expenses.  He  would  know  about 
that. 

The  Chairman.  On  a  piece  of  land  that  he  bought? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  oner  those  papers  in  the  record. 

The  papers  are  as  follows : 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  Auffuat  18,  J 906. 
Oklahoma  National  Bank: 

Pay  to  Joe  Clark  and  M.  J.  Bentley,  or  order,  $175  (one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  doUara),  In  fuH  settlement  on  land  deal  on  land  in  sec.  14-12-1. 

C.  J.  Brnbon. 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  2S,  1906, 
C.  J.  Benson,  Shawnee,  Okla, 

Deab  Sib  :  I  hereby  authorize  and  empower  Joseph  Clark  to  make  full  settle- 
ment with  you  for  my  share  of  the  net  profit  resulting  from  the  deal  on  the 
Harrah  80  acres  of  land  which  you  sold  to  Mr.  Hallack,  and  do  hereby  authorise 
the  said  Joseph  Clark  to  receipt  you  in  full  for  any  settlement  that  is  made 
with  you. 

M.  J.  Bentley. 
Harrah  fund  account. 

Int.  on  $601.00  18  and  10% $90.00 

Int.  on  $2,404.00  3/1  '05  to  3/15  '06 250. 40 

Original    cost 2. 404. 00 

Reilly  &  Adams,  attorneys'  fee 75.00 

Grimes  for  signing  deed 50.00 

Recording  deed 1 1. 50 

Abstract 10.  50 

Tax 37.  85 

Ensley  labor 235. 11 

Wire 14.  60 

Court  costs 15. 00 

Hardware  and  wire 1(J.  45 

Hardware  and  wire 26.76 

Lumber 13. 14 

Thackery J 8.00 

Lumber 4.92 

Posts 7. 00 

Lumber — bam 25.60 

Lumber — ^bam 10.60 

Well  and  casing 36.00 

Lumber  and  house  contract 353.90 

Six  trips  to  Harrah,  R.  R.  fare,  $1.35  each 8. 10 

Livery  hlrel. 6. 00 

Deposit  court 10. 00 

Discount,  Hallack  notes  taken  up  8%,  discount  2% 18.00 

3, 728. 32 

I  also  paid  $150  rent  to  Indian  for  lease  of  land  not  included  in  this.  As  I 
took  chances  on  getting  my  money  on  crop  and  failed,  I  suppose  I  must  abide  by 
it    It  was,  however,  done  to  force  Grimes  to  terms. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  farm  of  Mr.  Bent- 
ley's  here  at  Roff,  Indian  Territory,  and  how  that  was  acquired  ? 
Mr.  Clark.  I  do. 
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Mr.  Embry.  How  was  it  acquired? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Bentley  and  I  were  over  there  and  looked  at  that 
land.  There  was  a  price  put  on  it,  and  I  think  we  had  some  Indian 
money  that  we  were  going  over  there  to  buy  some  land  with.  I  told 
him  1  thought  it  was  a  good  investment,  and  he  went  back  and 
bought  the  piece  of  land  and  deeded  it  to  his  wife,  and  they  have  it 
still,  I  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  with  what  money  he  bought  that  land? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  said  it  was  Indian  money,  and  he  told  me  after 
he  bought  it  he  did  not  believe  he  would  buy  any  more  because  he 
did  not  dare  put  any  more  money  in  that  land  over  there  because 
they  needed  it  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  mean  by  Indian  money  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  was  money  that  he  had  borrowed  from  the 
Kickapoos. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  year  was  that? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  must  have  been  in  the  fall  of  1904. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  before  any  restrictions  were  removed? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  money  that  he  had  borrowed  from  them? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  right  away  after  the  inherited  land 
began  to  sell.  They  were  getting  large  sums  of  money  for  their 
land. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  that  time  the  Indians  received  all  their  money 
for  the  inherited  land  they  sold? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  say  it  was  Mr.  Bentley's  custom  to  bor- 
row money  from  them  when  they  had  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  frequently  and  in  what  sums  do  you  know  of  his 
borrowing  monev  from  those  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Clark.  Well,  they  put  their  money  in  the  bank  and  he  bor- 
rowed it  from  them.  Panatho,  I  think,  received  $10,000  at  one  time. 
Weahchekah  received  about  the  same. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  borrowed  that  money? 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Bentley. 

The  Chairman.  Did  he  tell  you  who  he  borrowed  the  money  of  to 
buy  those  lands? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  that  money,  that  identi- 
cal money  or  not,  but  that  was  our  understanding  when  we  went  over 
there  to  buy  some  of  those  Indian  lands  that  were  not  sold  under  seal 
bids — that  was  married  citizens'  and  dead  lands  in  the  Choctaw  Na- 
tion. 

The  Chairman.  How  was  it  sold,  and  state  the  price  fixed  on  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  was  the  price  the  Indians  put  on  it,  about  $12.50 
an  acre. 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  know  where  he  got  the  money  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir ;  only  what  he  told  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  he  tell  you  he  got  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  He  told  me  he  borrowed  it  from  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  in  Mexico  in  July,  1905,  at  the  time  Mr, 
Dickson  was  down  there  making  an  investigation  with  a  letter  sup- 
posed to  have  been  written  by  We-hah-ne-hah  to  Mr.  Chester  Howet 
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Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  any  of  that  investigation  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  Bentley  making  any  statement 
as  to  the  letter  which  purported  to  have  been  sent  from  Muzquiz, 
Mexico,  to  Mr.  Howe? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  did  you  hear  him  say,  if  anything? 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  got  a  record  of  that? 

Mr.  Embry.  He  has  an  affidavit  attached. 

Mr.  Clark.  Mr.  Dickson  asked  this  woman  in  my  presence  and  Mr. 
Bentley's,  and  quite  a  number  of  us,  if  she  had  written  a  letter  to 
Chester  Howe  asking  that  certain  money  be  sent  to  the  Border 
National  Bank,  some  land  money,  I  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  a  record  as  to  her  statement. 

The  Chairman.  Have  not  all  these  been  published?  Is  not  Mr. 
Clark's  affidavit  here? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Then,  why  not  put  it  in  the  record  without  delay- 
ing the  committee? 

Mr.  Embry.    I  will  offer  it  in  evidence. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  can  send  it  to  the  committee  with  your 
papers. 

Mr.  Embry.  Very  well.  Mr.  Clark,  at  the  time  you  and  Mr.  Bent- 
ley  were  discussing  about  the  matter  of  getting  these  Indians  to  go  to 
Mexico,  I  will  ask  you  what  method  of  procedure  was  thought  of  or 
suggested  in  order  to  enable  you  people,  or  either  of  you,  to  act  for 
those  Indians;  were  any  powers  of  attorney  proposed  or  prepared? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  this  letter  in  evidence. 

Exhibit  Clark  .Vo.  /. 

Sunday,  Oct.  25th,  1903. 
Deab  B^iend:  I  arrived  here  at  noon  to-day  &*have  to  lay  over  until  mid- 
night &  will  be  at  Eagle  Pass  to-morrow.  No  trains  are  permitted  to  stop 
at  San  Antonio,  and  I  had  to  come  to  Houston  to  get  on  the  Sunset  Limited, 
which  runs  at  full  speed  through  San  Antonio.  The  Katy  Is  not  permitted  to 
run  its  traius  either  in  or  out  of  the  city. 

It  is  cool  here  to-day,  &  I  am  told  they  had  a  light  frost  at  San  Antonio 
last  night,  and  I  have  no  fear  of  the  fever.  They  have  got  some  of  it  right 
here. 

Write  me  who  to  bring  up  with  me,  &  especially  if  Menepe  and  Pahena 
are  wanted.     It  is  my  intention  now  to  come  home  soon  as  I  can  cross  the 
Indian  freight.    Write  me  of  anything  that's  new  or  important  at  Eagle  Pass 
Most  truly, 

M.  J.  B. 
P.  S. — Wire  me  in  case  the  fair  ground  money  comes.  /  encouraged  We  ah 
che  kah  to  come  south  to  hold  a  key  to  the  situation.  They  can  not  pay  it  out 
until  she  comes.  She  &  Pen  a  tho  will  loan  me  $10,000  if  it  comes  in  tim^ 
&  that  will  let  us  in  on  the  deal  we  want.  Don't  be  afraid  to  use  the  wire  to 
keep  me  advised  if  the  money  comes. 

M.  J.  B. 

Please  tell  Sol  to  call  for  letter  at  P.  O.  &  to  say  nothing  about  what  it 
contains. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  you  to  examine  the  letter  just  offered, 
Exhibit  Clark  No.  1.  and  state  in  whose  handwriting  it  is? 


J 
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Mr.  Clark.  It  is  in  Mr.  Bentley's  handwriting. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  receive  that  letter? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did;  it  was  addressed  to  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  what  manner,  in  due  course  of  mail? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Mr.  Embry.  As  to  what  deal  was  that  that  it  would  let  you  into 
if  vou  could  get  the  money  from  Penetho  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  What  date  is  that? 

Mr.  Embry.  October  25,   1903. 

Mr.  Clark.  It  must  have  reference  to  the  deal  about  the  Indian 
land  we  were  talking  of  buying,  that  I  spoke  of  just  now. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  show  you  a  letter  marked  "  Exhibit  Clark  No.  2." 
Did  you  receive  that  letter  through  the  mail  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  in  the  course  of  your  business  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir, 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  were  undertaking  to  do  business  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that  letter  in  evidence. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

Exhibit  Clark  No.  2. 

EuFAULA,  I.  T.,  May  Ik,  190h 
Deab  fbiend: 

I  felt  so  barl  that  I  wont  on  home  from  Atoka  yesterday  and  came  here  from 
Shawnee  this  p.  m.  I  am  In  bad  shape  and  what  I  will  do  after  to-morrow  will 
depend  upon  how  I  feel.  But  in  any  event  I  think  you  had  better  go  on  over 
and  see  the  Anylin  tract  and  size  up  the  country,  and  I  will  arrange  with  Cobb 
to  get  the  s^uff  filed ;   you  will  find  your  new  20-ride  book  In  the  desk. 

Maxey  Is  eager  to  settle,  and  you  had  better  see  him  as  soon  as  you  get  in,  as 
he  most  likely  will  leave  soon.  The  hotels  are  full  here  on  account  of  the  pay- 
ment and  I  had  trouble  in  getting  a  room.  Hill  Is  to  pay  in  Mexico  and  I  do 
not  know  what  to  do;  the  Oklahoma  Kickapoos  are  ordered  off  the  reserva- 
tion, and  Roman  says  they  are  camped  in  his  pasture.  I  do  not  want  them  to 
come  straggling  back  to  Shawnee  and  think  it  best  to  rent  a  place  to  put  them 
and  hold  them  there. 

Sol  Williams  filed  on  a  mineral  claim  that  is  right  at  the  tow^n,  and  It  looks 
like  the  town  would  soon  change  from  an  Indian  town  to  a  mining  camp. 

I  will  write  you  again  to-morrow. 

M.  J.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  show  you  letter  marked  "  Exhibit  Clark  No.  3,"  and 
ask  you  to  examine  it.    Is  that  in  Mr.  Bentley's  handwriting? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  received  that  letter  in  due  course  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  about  that  allotment  roll;   did  you  have  it. 

Mr.  Clark.  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  one  in  your  business  here  as  a  real  estate 
dealer,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that  letter  in  evidence. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 
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Exhibit  Clark  No.  S. 

Wabhinoton,  D.  C,  Jan.  29,  1905. 
Joseph  Clabk,  Shatonee,  O.  T. 

Dear  Sib  and  Friend:  The  prospect  is  good  for  getting  what  I  came  for  or 
part  of  it,  and  I  expect  to  come  West  for  a  few  days  in  the  Ind.  Territory. 
I  wish  you  would  have  a  copy  made  of  the  Kickapoo  allotment  roll.  One 
for  pocket  use,  and  compare  it  so  you  will  be  sure  it  is  correct. 

I  expect  to  leave  here  not  later  than  Friday  next,  and  my  address  will  be 
Hotel  Benton,  St.  Louis. 

Very  truly,  M.  J.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.   Clark,  I  show  you  a  letter  marked  "  Exhibit 
Clark  No.  4,"  and  ask  you  if  that  is  from  Mr.  Bentley  ? 
Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that  letter  in  evidence. 
The  letter  is  as  follows  : 

Exhibit  Clark  No.  h- 

Dear  Friend:  I  looked  at  the  Crack  ranch  here  this  afternoon  and  failed  to 
find  anything  we  would  grant.  That  land  you  are  going  to  see  on  the  Rio 
Grande  will  not  suit,  but  there  is  land  in  that  section  that  would  suit.  There 
is  water,  grass,  and  game  in  the  Cheesie  Mountains,  and  they  come  within  12 
miles  of  Boquillas,  and  there  is  laud  along  the  river  that  can  be  farmed. 

I  will  meet  you  at  Boquillas  June  14th;  will  start  from  here  the  12th. 
I  got  acquainted  with  a  man  here  who  has  lived  for  years  near  Boquillas,  and 
if  there  is  anything  that  will  do  us  it  is  some  farm  land  on  the  river  and  the 
Cheesie  Mountains  for  hunting  and  prairie  range.  This  man  says  the  wood 
ip  plenty  up  there;  cedar  and  post  oak  and  lots  of  springs.  I  hoi>e  you  will 
enjoy  the  trip  in  this  strange  country. 

Most  resi).,  M.  J.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  letter  which  appears  to  have  been  sent  to 
you,  dated  Washington,  February  6,  1905.  I  will  ask  you  to  examine 
and  state  in  whose  handwriting  it  is? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  is  Mr.  Bentley^ 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  receive  that  in  the  mail  ? 

Mr.  Ci^RK.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  your  handwriting,  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that  in  evidence. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Exhibit  Clark  .\o.  5. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Feb.  6,  190o. 
Joseph  Cark,  Shairnee,  O,  Ter. 

I>EAii  Friend:  I  exi)ec't  to  be  down  in  the  Territory  soon  and  will  want  to 
meet  you,  so  you  may  loolv  for  a  wire  any  time.  I  expect  to  leave  here  for 
ludianai)oHs,  Ind.,  Tuesday  night.  Snake  Is  here  and  eager  to  go  South,  and 
it  appears  to  be  settled  that  his  people  will  get  what  they  want.  I  am  con- 
lideut  of  getting  something  either  for  Snake  or  for  the  Kickai>oo8.  Expecting  to 
see  yon  soon,  I  will  not  attempt  to  explain  the  situation  further. 
Most  respectfully, 

M.  J.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  show  you  a  letter  marked  "  Exhibit  Clark  No.  7," 
and  ask  you  to  state  in  whose  handwriting  that  is. 
Mr.  Clark.  It  is  Mr.  Bentley 's. 
Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that  in  evidence. 
The  letter  is  as  follows : 
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Exhibit  Clark  No.  7. 

Spoffobd,  Texas,  June  i^. 

Deab  Friend:  I  go  on  east  to  San  Antonio  from  here,  and  will  write  you 
from  there  to  Eagle  Pass. 

Clark,  I  am  fully  determined  to  buy  land  on  this  side  of  the  river.  There 
are  three  running  creeks  between  here  and  Del.  Res.  Grass  and  water  plenty. 
Our  means  is  too  limited  to  tackle  Mexico,  and  life  is  too  short 

We  will  buy  us  a  team  and  outfit  and  locate  right  here  within  100  miles 
of  Eagle  Pass  and  the  Indians  will  be  suited.  They  will  have  to  be,  in  fact. 
Better  come  ot  through  to  Eagle  Pass,  and  I  will  be  there  soon. 

M.  J.  B. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  show  you  another  letter,  dated  August  22,  1905, 
and  will  ask  you  to  state  if  that  is  in  Mr.  Bentley's  handwriting. 
Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that  in  evidence. 
The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Exhihit  Clark  No.  8. 

MnsQUiz,  Mexico,  Au^f.  22,  1905. 
Dear  Friend  :  I  start  this  p.  m.  to  Inspect  the  Bonnet  tract.  Mr.  Guajardo 
(the  presidente)  furnished  me  a  complete  map  of  the  land.  It  Just  touched 
the  Narauk  land  on  the  west.  I  wiU  come  out  on  the  Central  and  expect  to 
go  across  in  12  days.  Dixon  has  made  a  complete  fizzle  here.  You  will  see 
from  the  papers  the  trouble  here  is  over.  M.  J.  B. 

Look  for  another  letter  soon;  too  much  business  here  to-day  to  write  much. 

M.  J.  B. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  a  letter  that  you  received  ? 
Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  show  you  a  letter,  marked  "  Exhibit  Clark  No.  9," 
and  ask  you  if  that  is  a  letter  received  by  you  from  him  ? 
Mr.  Ci.ARK.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that  in  evidence. 
The  letter  is  as  follows: 

Exhibit  Clark  No.  9. 

Shawnee,  O.  T. 
Mr.  Joseph  Clark, 

MusquiZf  Mcx. 

Dear  Sir.  I  arriveti  here  last  nifcht  from  Washinjrton,  where  I  had  a  very 
satisfactory  interview  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  patents  will  issue  soon.  I  succeeded  in  getting  Thackery  instructed  to  -send 
the  KlckaiKK)  lease  money  to  the  Border  National  Bank,  and  he  has  been  in- 
structed to  report  to  the  Department  at  once  why  he  had  not  already  made 
these  payments. 

I  expect  to  leave  here  for  Eagle  Pass  Monday  and  have  arranged  for  Pah- 
e-na  and  Pah-ko-tha's  boys  to  each  get  a  payment  of  fifty  ($50)  dollars.  Yon 
had  better  have  them  leave  Muzquiz  so  they  will  arrive  at  Eagle  Pass  next 
Wednesday  morning.  In  the  meantime  see  what  that  nephew  of  Romanes  who 
has  the  six  days'  water  in  the  San  Francisco  ranch  will  lease  his  right  in  there 
tor.  He  is  the  fellow  who  agreed  to  take  eighteen  thousand  ($18,000)  dollars 
last  spring,  and  backed  out.  I  have  another  plaice  in  view  about  three  miles 
square,  with  some  good  land  in  cultivation  west  of  Zaragoga.  It  seems  that 
the  only  thing  we  can  do  for  the  present  is  to  lease  something  near  some  base 
of  supplies.  I  am  in  good  health  again,  and  am  satisfied  that  I  did  the  right 
thing  in  going  to  Washington  to  push  the  matter  of  lease  payment  and  the 
issuance  of  patents.  I  will  be  over  there  not  later  than  a  week  from  Saturday 
and  probably  sooner.  Trusting  I  may  see  you  soon, 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

M.  J.  B. 


AFFAIBS   OP   THE   MEXICAN    KIOKAPOO   INDIANS.  1147 

Mr.  Embry.  I  show  you  a  letter,  marked  "  Exhibit  Clark  No.  10," 
and  ask  you  if  you  received  that  letter  in  due  course  ? 
Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that  letter  in  evidence. 
The  letter  reads  as  follows : 

{Exhihit  Clark  No,  10,) 

Washington,  D.  C,  Jan.  11,  1905. 
Mr.  Jos.  Clabk,  Oklahoma. 

Deab  Sib:  The  prospect  here  is  good  for  getting  what  I  came  after,  and  I 
find  that  the  Kickaiwos  would  have  been  in  my  way  had  I  brought  them  here 
at  this  time.  On  receipt  of  this  I  wish  you  would  take  the  enclosed  letter,  go 
and  see  Andrew  Whipple,  Joe  Whipple,  and  old  man  Whipple,  as  you  know  I 
feel  very  friendly  to  Joe,  and  I  find  that  sooner  or  later  Joe  will  be  contested 
and  lose  his  allotment  down  there,  because  he  had  already  been  the  beneficiary 
of  an  allotment  in  Kansas  many  years  ago.  I  can  get  him  a  patent  to  his  land 
which  will  place  it  beyond  any  contest.  As  to  Andrew,  caution  him  to  say 
nothing  to  anybody  and  tell  him  I  have  found  a  way  out  for  him.  I  can  get 
his  allotment  patented,  and  he  can  sell  it,  and  take  his  allotment  over  in  the 
Cherokee.  This  will  give  him  money  to  go  to  Mexico  with,  as  he  has  always 
wanted  to.  Of  course  it  takes  money  to  get  these  things  done  here,  and  he 
must  agree  to  take  some  reasonable  price  for  his  land,  so  he  can  deed  it  to  you 
and  you  can  sell  It  and  protect  him  and  me  both.  See  what  he  will  agree  to 
take  for  the  lahd.  Now,  as  to  old  Tom,  he  ought  to  have  a  title  to  his  land,  so 
he  can  have  some  money  to  live  on  in  his  old  age.  Make  an  agreement  with 
him  as  to  what  he  will  take  for  his  allotments  and  make  a  deed  to  you  if  I 
can  get  it  turned  loose.  You  will  have  to  feel  of  Joe  pretty  carefully.  If  you 
find  that  he  won't  pay  anything,  or  won't  sell,  don't  want  to  sell,  I  don't  think 
It  Is  best  to  say  anything  about  turning  it  loose.  Please  attend  to  this  right 
away  and  write  me  fully.  You  might,  if  you  have  time,  drop  in  and  see  Young 
and  find  out  if  you  can  how  he  is  getting  along  with  the  O-ke-mak  lease.  As 
It  looks  now,  I  feel  perfectly  certain  of  getting  and  his  wife's  allotments,  Jim 
Dare  and  his  wife,  Wah-nah-ke-the  and  his  wife,  and  Me-me-mesh  and  his  wife's 
patented. 

I  shall  write  you  from  time  to  time  and  try  to  keep  you  fully  advised.  The 
long-looked-for  place  to  break  Thackery*s  neck  seems  to  be  in  sight;  his  stock 
is  getting  low  here,  though  I  am  working  entirely  in  the  dark.  I  keep  entirely 
away  from  the  Indian  Office,  but  am  in  close  touch. 

I  enclose  you  the  letters  that  I  want  the  Whlpples  to  sign. 
Very  respectfully. 

M.  J.  Bentley. 

Shawnee,  O.  T.,  Jan   23,  1905. 
Mr.  I.  J.  Mabtell.  Washington,  D.  C. 

Deab  Sib:  I  hear  you  are  in  Washington  to  look  after  some  things  for  the 
Indians  down  there,  and  I  would  like  to  have  you  take  hold  and  help  me  out. 
As  you  know,  I  am  a  Frenchman ;  I  never  made  any  claim  of  being  an  Indian, 
nor  was  ever  accused  of  being  one:  but  the  Goveniment,  because  I  had  been 
married  to  an  Indian  woman  50  years  ago  and  had  a  son  by  her,  allotted  me  with 
the  Kickapoos.  I  am  an  old  soldier,  and  draw  a  small  pension  through  the 
Government';  am  so  old  that  I  can  not  work  any  more,  and  have  but  a  few  years 
to  live.  They  say  I  am  the  oldest  man  In  this  county,  and  I  guess  I  am.  I  am 
near  the  100  mark.  See  if  you  can  not  get  somebody  in  Congress  to  take  pity 
on  me  and  get  me  a  patent  to  my  land.  If  you  will  do  this,  if  I  never  pay  you, 
the  Lord  will  reward  you  for  your  kindness. 

Very  respectfully,  . 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  yoii,  Mr.  Clark,  if  you  can  identify  these 
letters  attached  to  Exhibit  Clark  No.  10  as  letters  which  Mr.  Bentley 
referred  to  as  being  inclosed? 

Mr.  Clark  (after  examining).  Yes,  sir;  those  are  the  letters. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Bentley  says  he  thinks  they  are  correct. 
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The  letters  referred  to  are  as  follows: 

Shawnee.  O.  T..  Jan.  2S,  1905. 
Mr.  M.  J.  Bentley,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sib  :  I  have  beard  that  you  are  In  Washington,  and  I  wish  you  would 
see  the  Indian  Committee  for  me,  as  you  know  uiy  half-sister  lives  over  In  the 
Cherokee  Nation,  and  my  mother's  folks,  and  In  fact  all  my  klnfolks,  except 
my  father,  lived  over  there.  I  would  like  to  get  a  i)atent  for  my  land  here,  so 
I  could  sell  out  and  have  something  to  do  with  over  there.  I  have  lived  over 
there  most  of  my  life,  and  want  to  go  back,  and  If  you- can,  please  take  hold 
and  help  me  out.  This  letter  is  Intended  to  authorize  you  to  speak  for  me 
before  the  committees  of  Congress. 

Very  respectfully.  Andrew  J.  Whipple. 

(Sent  It  to  Bentley  at  Washington,  general  delivery,  and  returned,  etc.) 

Shawnee,  O.  T.,  Jan.  2S,  1905. 
Mr.  M.  J.  Bentley,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  You  have  known  me  a  long  time,  and  can  tell  them  down  there 
what  kind  of  an  Indian  I  am.  My  father  was  a  white  man,  and  you  .have  seai 
mother.  No  one  would  know  we  were  Indians  unless  we  told  them,  and  I  think 
It  is  time  for  the  (iovernment  to  turn  us  loose;  and  If  it  can  be  done,  I  would 
like  to  have  a  title  to  my  land,  so  I  can  do  what  I  please  with  my  own  business. 
My  children  are  grown  u])  and  gone,  and  I  am  an  old  man  now,  and  if  you  can, 
try  to  get  my  land  patented.  Please  write  and  tell  me  what  show  there  Is. 
Yours,  truly. 


Shawnee,  O.  T.,  Jan.  23,  1905. 
Mr.  M.  J.  Bentley,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  heard  that  you  are  in  Washington,  and  I  wish  you  would 
see  the  Indian  Committee  for  me,  as  you  know  my  half-sister  lives  over  in  the 
Cherokee  Nation,  and  my  mother's  folks,  and  in  fact  all  my  klnfolks,  except  my 
father,  lived  over  there.  I  would  like  to  get  a  patent  for  my  land  here  so  I 
could  sell  out  and  have  something  to  do  with  over  here.  I  have  lived  over  there 
most  of  my  life  and  want  to  go  back,  and  if  you  can,  please  take  hold  and  help 
me  out.  This  letter  is  intended  to  authorize  you  to  speak  for  me  before,  the 
committees  of  Congress. 

Very  respectfully,  Andrew  J.  White. 

( Sent  It  to  Bentley  at  Washington,  general  delivery,  and  returned,  etc. ) 

Mr.  Embry.  I  show  you  a  letter  marked  "  Exhibit  Clark  No.  11," 
and  ask  you  to  examine  it  and  state  if  that  is  your  signature,  Mr. 
Bentley. 

Mr.  Bentley  (after  examininff).  Those  are  my  initials. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  your  handwriting? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that  letter  in  evidence. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Exhibit  Clark  No.  11. 

Washington,  I).  C,  Feb.  16,  1905. 
Joseph  Clark. 

Dear  Friend  :  I  am  still  tied  up  here.  The  Indian  bill  will  be  the  last  one 
from  present  appearances  and  until  it  is  out  of  committee  I  can  not  leave  here. 
The  committee  has  quarreled  all  this  week  and  Hitchcock  has  quarreled  with 
them  and  no  one  can  tell  what  the  outcome  will  be. 

I  shall  most  likely  wire  you  when  I  leave  here  and  I  may  come  at  any  time 
and  may  not  leave  untill  March  3. 

Noten's  money  is  goiup:  to  be  sent  to  C^agle  Pass  and  George  had  better  send 
his  account  down  there.    I  don't  want  to  write  about  it,  so  please  see  him.    I 
hope  you  are  well.     1  haven't  heard  a  word  from  you  since  Jan.  6th. 
Very  truly, 

M.  J.  B. 


AFFAIBS   OF   THE   MEXICAN   KICKAPOO   INDIANS.  1149 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley,  I  show  you  a  letter,  marked  ''  Exhibit 
Clark  No.  12,"  and  will  ask  you  if  that  is  your  signature. 
Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  the  letter  in  evidence. 

Exhibit  dark  Xo.  12. 

Spofford.  Oct  /.J,  1905, 
Mr.  Clark  :  No  wagons  j-et.  I  go  to  San  Antonio  to  hunt  them  and  will  come 
back  with  wagons,  or  when  they  come  will  write  yon  further  to-morrow.  I  hand 
you  herewith  cheeks  for  Sallies  baggage  at  Baroletan.  Bette  see  conductor 
and  get  him  to  bring  them  up.  He  will  do  it  if  you  explain  that  the  Indians 
came  up  without  baggage  and  that  this  is  lost  Ijaggage.  I  sent  her  tent  i>oIes  hi 
my  name  by  express.  You  can  sign  for  them.  I  paid  $20  duty  on  Sallies  stuff, 
which  you  should  collect.  I  bought  some  harness  at  Eagle  Pass  and  slilpiHxl  it 
by  exi)ress.  Clark,  I  am  not  discouraged  about  location  and  am  satlsiied  we 
will  soon  wind  up.  If  Jones  conies  up  stake  him  out  with  Annie  until  I  come, 
and  tell  Annie  the  one-armed  man  will  let  her  have  $5  worth  of  groceries  each 
week.  Will  write  you  again.  Take  It  cool  and  you  will  soon  be  well  I  hojie. 
Very  re8i)ectfully, 

M.  J.  B. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  show  y^u  a  letter  that  is  unsigned  and  ask  yon  if  you 
received  that  in  the  mail  ? 
Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that  letter  in  evidence. 
The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Exhibit  Clark  No.  13. 

'   Washinoton,  D.  C,  Feb.  6,  J005.  • 
Mr.  T.  J.  Anderson, 

G.  /*.  A.  Houthem  Pacific  Hystvm,  Houston.  TcraM. 
Dear  Sir:  Mr.  Joseph  Clark,  of  our  Ann  (M.  J.  Bentley  &  Co.),  will  take 
a  large  party  of  Indians  from  Shawnee  to  Mexico  soon,  and  on  account  of  which 
I  request  transjiortation  for  him  from  San  Antonio  to  Eagle  Pass  and  return, 
care  of  depot  ticket  agent,  San  Antonio,  good  until  March  20.  I  am  here  pro- 
moting Indian  legislation,  and  the  prospect  is  good  for  getting  what  I  want, 
which  will  result  In  a  very  considerable  movement  from  l)oth  Indian  Territory 
and  Oklahoma  to  Mexican  i>oints.  In  this  connection,  I  wish  to  direct  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  I  have  no  transportation  for  this  year,  which  I  wish 
you  would  be  kind  enough  to  arrange,  and  to  forward,  care  deix)t  ticket  agent 
San  Antonio.  , 

Very  respectfully, 


Clark,  If  we  should  get  the  nonresident  bill  through,  I  want  you  to  be  ready 
to  gather  up  Menoi)ee  and  several  who  rejilly  belong  down  there. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

JAMEvS  E.  JENKINS,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  name? 
Mr.  Jenkins.  James  E.  Jenkins, 
Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 
Mr.  Jenkins.  In  Oklahoma  City. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if,  for  a  number  of  years, 
you  were  Indian  inspector  or  special  agent. 

Mr.  Jenkins.  Yes,  sir;  from  June  3,  1807,  to  January  31, 190G. 
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Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  there  was  a  charge  re- 
ferred to  you  for  inspection  against  L.  C.  Grimes,  who  at  that  time 
held  a  great  many  leases  on  the  Kickapoo  Reservation? 

Mr.  Jenkins.  Yefi,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  personally  investigate  that? 

Mr.  Jenkins.  I  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  your  report  was  based  on  a  personal  inves- 
tiration  ? 

Mr.  Jenkins.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  From  your  investigation  into  that  case  and  from 
what  you  learned  of  Mr.  L.  C.  Grimes  did  you  consider  him  a  fit  man 
to  have  any  business  transactions  with  Indians? 

Mr.  Jenkins.  I  thought  not  at  the  time. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  temporarily  excused. 

PERRY  RODKEY,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as  fol- 
lows : 

Senator  Curtis.  ^Miat  is  your  name  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Perry  Rodkey. 

Senator  Curtis.  W  here  do  you  live  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  live  in  Okemah. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  About  five  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Before  living  at  Okemah,  where  did  you  reside? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  At  Shawnee. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Martin  J.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  do. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  About  fifteen  years. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  live  on  the  Kickapoo  reservation? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  I  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  have  any  business  transaction  with 
Mr.  Bentley  with  reference  to  Kickapoo  lands? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  I  had  one  lease  out  here  where  the  stock  pens  were, 
I  and  two  more  parties. 

Senator  CiRns.  Did  you  ever  have  any  difficulty  about  it? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  Not  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Indians  moving 
to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  I  know  they  moved  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  a  talk  with  anybodv  about  their  go- 
ing there?  Did  Mr.  Bentley  ever  say  anything  about  their  going 
there? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  Well,  we  have  had  some  little  talk. 

Senator  Curtis.  Before  they  went  or  afterwards,  tell  what  he  said 
about  jt  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Rodkey.  They  wanted  to  go  to  Mexico,  and  determined  to  go, 
and  he  said  he  would  try  to  buy  them  a  ranch  down  there. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  Did  any  of  them  tell  you  he  was  trying  to  induce 
them  to  go  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  had  any  transactions  with  Mr.  Bentley 
about  any  land  that  he  has  bought  in  the  Indian  Territory  with 
Indian  money? 
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Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  had  no  conversation  with  the  Indians 
since  they  went  to  Mexico,  those  that  came  back,  have  you  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir ;  not  those  that  came  back. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  any  Indians  who  could  throw  any 
light  on  the  question  of  these  Indians  being  taken  to  Mexico  by  Mr. 
Bentley  or  anyone  else? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Nothing  but  what  the  Indians  told  me  years  ago. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  they  tell  you? 

The  Chairman.  And  when? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  It  has  been  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  ago  that  we 
first  began  to  talk  to  the  Kickapoos. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  they  say  then  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  They  said  they  wanted  to  go  to  Mexico. 

Senator  CmTis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  deeds  that  were 
recently  made? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  had  any  talk  with  any  of  what  are 
known  as  the  Grimes  or  Chapman  people  with  reference  to  deeds? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  the  Bentley  people? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  had  a  talk  with  Mr.  Bentley  about  the 
property  he  secured  from  the  Kickapoo  Indians  and  what  he 
intended  to  do  with  it? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  vSay  that  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  ago 
you  first  talked  to  those  Indians  about  going  to  Mc^xico? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  talk  to  them  or  did  they  come  and  talk 
to  you? 
•  Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  was  in  their  village,  and  they  talked  to  me. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  give  you  any  reason  why  they  wanted  to 
go  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  At  that  time  the  United  States  marshals  were  pull- 
ing them  around  and  taking  them  to  Guthrie  and  causing  them  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  and  they  wanted  to  get  out  of  this  country. 

The  Chairman.  Where  were  they  located  at  that  time? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Near  Kickapoo  Springs. 

The  Chairman.  How  far  is  that  from  here? 

Mr.  Rod  KEY.  Twelve  or  15  miles. 

The  Chairman.  ^Miat  was  their  condition  then  as  to  agriculture, 
etc.? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  They  were  just  living  in  the  village;  I  do  not  know 
how  they  lived. 

The  Chairman.  They  were  not  living  on  their  land? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Was  that  before  Mr.  Bentley  became  agent? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir;  before  they  were  even  allotted,  and  before 
the  treaty,  really. 

The  Chairman.  ^\Tio  was  their  agent  at  that  time,  if  vou  remem- 
ber? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  do  not  know  that  they  had  any. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Bentley's  connection  with  them  ? 
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Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  know  he  was  their  agent  here  afterwards. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  anything  about  their  allotments  and 
whether  they  went  onto  their  allotments  and  did  any  work  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir;  they  went  onto  their  allotments  and  fenced 
them  and  closed  them. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  went  onto  their  allotments? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  can  not  state  the  number. 

Tlie  Chairman.  Were  there  a  good  many  of  them? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  presume  there  were  50  or  100  families;  I  do  not 
know  that  there  were  quite  that  many  families,  but  fully  that  many 
people.  In  fact,  they  were  all — ^about  all — on  their  allotments  or  oh 
some  of  their  relatives'  allotments.    , 

The  Chairman.  WTio  was  agent  when  they  went  onto  their  allot- 
ments? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  M.  J.  Bentley. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  what  their  condition  was  as  to  their 
farms,  etc. ;  whether  they  had  fenced  them  or  whether  they  had  not, 
and  cultivated  the  soil? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  They  fenced  their  farms  and  cultivated  the  soil  and 
brought  the  products  into  town  and  sold  them. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  familiar  with  their  condition  when  Mr. 
Bentley  left  them ;  when  he  ceased  to  be  their  agent  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  did  that  condition  compare  with  their  condi- 
tion when  he  first  took  charge  of  them  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  When  he  first  took  charge  of  them  they  were  a  kind 
of  wild,  kicking  band  that  no  one  could  do  anything  with,  and  when 
he  left  them  they  were  living  on  their  land  like  white  people. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  give  you  any  detail  reasons  why  they 
wanted  to  go  to  Mexico  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  ago? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Well,  afterwards  they  gave  me  the  reason;  that 
they  were  going  to  be  forced  to  go  on  too  little  land;  I  presume  those 
land  allotments  were  too  little  land. 

The  Chairman.  They  did  not  want  to  go  on  their  allotments? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  say  anything  about  having  relatives 
down  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir ;  they  told  me  they  had  relatives  there. 

The  Chairman.  Kickiipoo  people? 

Mr.  RoDKEr.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  often  did  you  hear  them  talk  about  those 
people  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  heard  them  talk  frequently.  I  passed  through 
their  camp  every  week  or  so.  I  lived  at  that  time  at  Keokuck  Falls, 
and  came  back  and  forth  from  Keokuck  Falls  to  Oklahoma  City. 
That  was  a  half-way  place,  and  I  usually  stopped  there  for  dinner. 
I  got  well  acquainted  with  some  of  the  leading  Indians,  and  they  had 
me  come  bown  to  their  tents  and  wanted  me  to  advise  with  them. 
There  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Walker  who  was  with  me,  and 
finally  got  to  l^e  allotting  agent  of  the  Sac  and  Fox;  they  did  not 
want  to  be  allotted ;  they  wanted  to  go  out  of  the  country. 

The  Chairman.  They  were  opposed  to  allotment,  were  they? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  They  were  opposed  to  the  small  land,  as  they  said? 
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Mr.  RoDKEY.  Thev  were  opposed  to  making  the  treaty  and  opposed 
to  going  on  the  land  where  they  were  allotted. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  talk  about  the  treaty  after 
it  was  made? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  ^Miat  did  they  say  about  that? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  The  band  that  I  talked  to  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

The  Chairman.  They  would  not  recognize  the  treaty? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Was  that  the  same  band  that  went  to  farming 
under  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.   Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  you  live  at  Okemah? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  lived  there? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  About  five  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  the  town  opened  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir.   " 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  a  partner  of  Mr.  Bentley 's,  were  you  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Down  there  I  was;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  used  to  be  here  at  Shawnee  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  your  first  name  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  My  name  is  Perry  Rodkey. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  not  here  at  Shawnee  once  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir ;  I  live  here. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  Were  you  associated  with  Mr.  Bentley  then  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  He  was  not  a  partner ;  we  were  together. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  *  You  were  assocnated  with  him  in  Indian  matters,  were 
you  not? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  was  in  Indian  matters 
very  much  with  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  what  extent  were  you  associated  with  him  in  Indian 
matters? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  sold  him  some  stock. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  there  were  to  be  Government  mules  purchased, 
you  went  out  and  sold  them,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  times  did  you  sell  Mr.  Bentley  Government 
mules? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  do  not  know ;  they  were  not  Government  mules. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  went  and  bought  mules  to  supply  his  requisitions, 
did  you  not? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  I  can  not  tell  you  how  many  times ;  I  have  no  record 
of  it.    I  have  checks. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  matter  that  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to. 
It  is  in  the  report  of  Charles  H.  Dickson,  supervisor  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  Anadarko,  May  30,  1905.  It  relates 
to  the  contest  of  Claude  I.  Davis  against  Wa-pa-na-kes-ka-ka,  an  Ab- 
sentee Shawnee  allottee.  No.  25.    Mr.  Dickson  says : 

With  reference  to  this  contest  It  Is  proper  to  state  that  Mr.  WilUani  Davis,  of 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  the  father  of  Miss  Claude  I.  Davis,  contestant,  came  to  me 
at  Shawnee  Agency,  Okla.,  and  made  a  verbal  statement  In  substance  as  follows: 
He  said  that  while  Martin  J.  Bentley  was  the  agent  for  the  Shawnees  he,  Bent- 


1154  AFFAIBS   OP   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

ley,  came  to  lilm  and  informed  him  that  he  could  obtain  the  cancellation  of 
allotment  No.  25,  Wa-pa-ua-kes-lta-ka's,  and  advised  him  to  go  and  see  a  certain 
attorney  (Perry  Rodkey)  in  Shawnee,  and  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
(for  payment  therefor).  This  arrangement  was  that  he  was  to  deposit  $1,000 
in  the  Oklahoma  National  Bank,  to  be  paid  out  when  he  (Davis)  should  obtain 
a  filing  on  this  land  by  the  cancellation  of  the  said  allotment.  In  accordance 
with  this  arrangement,  and  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  cancellation 
of  allotment  No.  25  by  the  said  Bentley,  and  through  his  efforts  he,  Davis,  did 
deposit  the  said  amount  in  the  »iid  bank,  which  amount  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
nominee  of  said  Bentley  when  he  should  be  able  to  obtain  a  filing  on  said  land 
and  when  the  said  allotment  should  be  canceled.  When  I  questioned  Mr.  Davis 
as  to  whether  the  said  deposit  was  made  in  favor  of  Mr.  Bentley,  he  replied : 
"  Oh,  no ;  Mr.  Uodkey  was  only  a  go-between ;"  that  Bentley  being  agent,  it 
would  not  do  to  have  his  name  appear.  He  further  said  that  he  believed  Bent- 
ley to  be  a  rascal,  and  that  no  reputable  person  would  trust  him. 

A  part  of  the  foregoing  conversation  took  plade  in  the  presence  of  Superin 
tendent  Thackery. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  attorney  in  that  case  ? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  I  am  no  attorney. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  know  about  that  transaction? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  I  do  not  know  much  about  it.  If  there  was  any 
money  deposited  to  my  credit  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  know  about  that  Davis  transaction? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  I  know  that  Da\4s  had  lived  on  an  allotment  over 
there ;  he  was  living  on  a  piece  of  land  across  the  river,  but  he  never 
deposited  any  money  to  my  credit  for  the  Indians.  I  was  never  an 
attorney  for  him  or  anyone  else.  I  never  have  acted  as  attorney  and 
never  posed  as  an  attorney.    I  do  not  know  anything  about  law. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  render  any  service  in  the  cancellation  of  this 
allotment  ? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  If  I  did  I  do  not  know  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  you  would  know  whether  you  did*  or  not,  would 
you  not? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  of  an  Indian  case  where  Mr.  Bentley 
was  contesting? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  No,  sir ;  I  know  of  no  case  of  contest. 

The  Chairman.  Did  Mr.  Dickson  come  to  see  you  about  this 
matter  at  all? 

Mr,  Rodkey.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Doyou  know  whether  it  was  ever  canceled  or  not? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  I  do  not  think  it  ever  was;  I  do  not  believe  it  was. 

The  Chairman.  You  are  not  an  attorney  at  all,  you  say? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  No,  sir. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused  temporarily. 

JOSEPH  CLARK  recalled  for  further  examination. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Clark,  do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  homestead 
of  Mr.  Martin  J.  Bentley,  in  this  county  was  ever  a  canceled  Indian 
allotment  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  a  Shawnee  or  Kickapoo  allotment? 

Mr.  Ci^ark.  Shawnee. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  know  about  that  transaction  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  A  Shawnee  Indian  by  the  name  of  Jameson  told  me 
one  day  that  this  Indian  that  this  piece  of  land  was  allotted  to  had 
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two  allotments;  he  was  talking  to  Mr.  Lee  Wright,  and  I  told  Mr, 
Bentley.  Mr.  Bentley  said,  as  near  as  I  can  tell  you — of  course  this 
has  been  a  good  while  back,  but  my  recollection  is  that  Mr.  Bentley 
said,  "  Well,  we  are  in  the  Indian  service;  neither  one  of  us  can  do 
anything  with  it,  but  I  wUl  get  a  man  to  look  after  it ;  I  will  get  a 
man  and  put  him  on  there  and  we  can  get  something  out  of  it."  He 
said,  "  I  will  see  Perry  Rodkey ;  you  can  take  him  out  and  show  him 
the  land." 

Mr,  Embry.  Is  that  the  witness  who  has  just  left  the  stand  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  took  Mr.  Rodkey  out  and  showed  him  the 
land  and  drove  around  over  it,  and  a  Mr.  Lyle  went  on  to  it,  and  about 
that  time  Mr.  Lee  Patrick  put  his  father-in-law  on  it;  it  seemed  they 
were  both  after  it,  and  I  think  Mr.  Lvle's  man  was  a  little  bit  quicker 
than  Mr.  Patrick's  man,  and  Mr.  Lyle  bought  it,  I  can  not  give  you 
the  name  of  Mr.  Patrick's  father-in-law,  but  anyway  he  bought  him 
off. 

Mr.  Thackert.  Stratton? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  Stratton.  He  bought  Mr.  Stratton  off.  Then 
there  was  a  man  who  had  a  lease  on  it ;  he  was  contending  for  it,  too ; 
he  wanted  it  for  a  homestead,  and  Mr.  Lyle  had  to  buy  this  man  off, 
Beriy  his  name  was.  He  bought  Mr.  Berry  off,  and  I  think  they  got 
Mr.  Lyle  off  shortly  afterwards,  and  then  they  put  a  young  fellowTby 
the  name  of  Sol  Williams  on ;  Mr.  Bentley  dia.  There  was  another 
contest.  A  fellow  named  Douglas  had  a  contest  against  Lyle;  that 
was  my  understanding.  Mr.  Sol  Williams  filed  on  it,  and  Mr.  Bent- 
ley— ^that  was  the  time  he  was  going  to  Mexico,  that  is,  Sol  Williams — > 
and  he  thought  he  had  found  a  ffold  mine  down  there  and  got  kind 
of  cracked  over  it,  and  Mr.  Bentley  said  he  was  afraid  he  would  sell 
the  homestead  and  wanted  me  to  put  a  contest  on  it.  I  told  him  no ; 
I  would  not  do  that;  and  then  he  sent  a  contest  to  Mr.  Ives  at  Delphi, 
Ind.,  and  Mr.  Ives  put  a  contest  against  Sol  Williams.  My  under- 
standing is  that  the  contest  was  for  collusion  with  Perry  Rodkey  and 
others.  Mr.  Bentley  then  bought  Williams  off  and  Mr.  Bentley  filed 
on  it  himself.  That  is  my  understanding  of  it  and  all  I  know 
about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  this  Sol  Williams  the  same  person  with  whom 
Mr.  Thackery  had  trouble,  or  who  had  charge  of  a  car  in  which  some 
Government  mules  were  consigned  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  one. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  know  about  this  Leonard  Hampton  con- 
test out  here  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  That  was  another  double  allotment.  That  was  in  the 
Kickapoo  country.  I  also  took  Mr.  Perry  Rodkey  out  and  showed 
him  that  and  told  him  it  was  a  fraudulent  allotment  or  a  double 
allotment — I  suppose  you  would  call  it  fraudulent,  but  I  do  not  know 
who  located  Mr.  Hampton  on  it,  whether  it  was  Mr.  Rodkey  or  who 
did  it,  but  Mr.  Hampton  went  on  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  Mr.  Bentley  about  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Vhat  conversation  did  you  have  with  Mr.  Bentley 
about  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  remember  just  when  the  first  conversation 
was  about  it,  but  Mr.  Bentley  said  he  was  afraid  some  one  would  get 
on  it  and  settle  on  it,  and  he  had  me  go  out  and  dig  a  dugout  on  it. 
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I  went  out  and  Mr.  Bentley's  brother-in-law  went  with  me.  I  think 
we  spent  two  or  three  days  to  dig  a  dugout  on  it;  the  dugout  was 
about  20  feet. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  understand  how  much  was  to  be  paid  in  the 
event  the  cancellation  was  secured  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

The  Chairman.  This  other  piece  of  land  that  vou  put  the  improve- 
ments on,  whose  location  or  allotment  was  thatf 

Mr.  Clark.  I  could  not  tell  you  without  looking  at  the  rolls. 

The  Chairman.  You  say  it  was  after  Bentley  went  to  Mexico  with 
those  Indians? 

Mr.  Clark.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Was  it  while  he  was  in  office  or  out? 

Mr.  Clark.  Wliile  he  was  in  the  office. 

The  Chairman.  While  he  was  Indian  agent? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  ago  was  it  when  it  commenced  ? 

Mr.  Clark.  It  must  have  be«n 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  not  give  the  name  of  the  Indian  or 
some  one  connected  with  it  so  that  we  can  identify  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  can  find  out  for  you.    I  can  not  do  it  now. 

The  Chairman.  You  can  not  tell  what  year  it  was? 

Mr.  Clark.  I  think  it  was  1900  or  1899. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  find  out  the  name  of  the  man  who  had 
the  allotment — when  you  say  double  allotment,  you  mean  that  some 
man  has  had  two  allotments? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  the  Indian  that  this  was  allotted  to  had 
an  allotment  up  here  by  Dale. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  state  to  the  committee  that  I  have  a  full  record 
of  it  here.  This  contest  appears  to  have  been  sworn  to  on  July  3, 
1901 — this  Hampton  contest. 

The  C/HAiRMAN.  I  am  not  talking  about  the  Hampton  case;  I  am 
talking  about  the  other.  We  have  all  the  data  about  the  Hampton 
case.  Mr.  Clark,  can  you  get  the  data  that  we  want — the  name  oi  the 
party  who  was  claiming  it  and  who  contested  it? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir;  I  can. 

The  Chairman.  Will  you  do  that  and  send  it  to  me  at  Washington? 

Mr.  Clark.  Yes,  sir.  '  Do  you  want  the  name  of  the  allottee? 

The  Chairman.  I  want  all  the  information  you  can  find  out  about 
it — who  this  Indian  was,  and  whether  he  was  one  of  Bentley's  band  or 
whether  he  was  not. 

Mr.  Clark.  I  will  get  it  for  you. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused  finally. 

PERRY  RODKEY,  recalled  for  further  examination. 

Senator  CI'Rtis.  Just  one  question.  You  have  heard  Mr.  Clark's 
testimony  in  refe^nce  to  the  Bentley  homestead  out  here? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  state  what  you  know  about  that 
transaction? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Well,  I  know  that  that  was  canceled. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^\Tiat  did  you  do  about  putting  any  man  on  it? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  took  a  man  out  and  showed  it  to  him,  and  he  went 
on. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  it  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  A  fellow  named  Lyle. 

Senator  Citktis.  At  whose  request  did  you'  do  that  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Partly  at  Mr.  Bentley's  and  partly  through  what  I 
heard  the  agent  say. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  Mr.  Bentley  say  about  it  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  He  said  it  was  going  to  be  canceled  and  was  can- 
celed. 

Senator  Cutitis.  Who  said  that  to  you  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  think  Mr.  Bentley  said  it  was  or  would  be  canceled. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  then  Indian  agent  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  do  not  understand — ^not  all  that  over  there. 

Senator  Cuicns.  What  was  that  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  That  was  Shawnee. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  under  Mr.  Lee  Patrick? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  not  under  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir;  at  least  I  found  it  out  through  Patrick's 
employees. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  found  it  out  through  an  employee  of  Patrick  ? 
What  did  Mr.  Bentley  say  to  you  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  asked  Mr.  Bentley  if  such  was  the  case ;  if  that  was 
going  to  be  canceled,  and  he  said  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  ask  you  to  put  a  man  on  there? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  ask  me  to  put  a  man  on  it;  he 
said  you  can  get  a  place  if  you  want  to:  you  can  put  some  man  on  it 
and  get  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  to  get  any  pay  for  it? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Not  from  Bentley — not  irom  anybody. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  to  give  Bentley  any  pay  if  you  got  any 
out  of  the  man  you  put  on  it — divide  fees? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  to  get  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  you  located  a  man  on  it  were  you  to  be  paid  i 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  kiiow  when  Mr.  Bentley  entered  that  him- 
self? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  know  that  he  entered;  I  do  not  know  just  when. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  before  or  after  he  was  agent? 

Mr.  RoDKBY.  It  was  after. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  the  allotment  canceled,  if  you  know; 
before  or  after  his  term  of  agent  expired  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  think  the  allotment  was  canceled  before. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  that  was  under  Mr.  Patrick's  atlministration 
of  the  Shawnees? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  do  you  know  about  Mr.  Hampton? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Mr.  Clark  took  him  out  there  and  showed  him  a  place 
that  yvas  a  Government  allotment,  but  I  never  did  anything  with  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  vou  mean  Mr.  Joe  Clark? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Joe  Clark. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  whose  request  did  he  take  you  out  there  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  do  not  know ;  he  just  simply  went. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  places  were  you  shown  where  there 
were  fraudulent  allotments? 
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Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  was  told  there  were  four. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  told  you? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Mr.  Bentley  told  me  of  some. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  ones  did  Mr.  Bentley  tell  you  of? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  lie  told  me  of  one  over  here  by  the  schoolhouse  south 
of  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whose  was  it  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  do  not  know  whose  allotment  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  put  anybody  on  it? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  get  anybody  to  go  on  it? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir ;  he  told  me  of  another  one  east  of  Tecumseh. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  about  that  one;  did  you  put  anybody  on 
that? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  tell  anybody  about  it  and  let  them  go 
on  it? 

Mr.  RoDKBY.  I  told  some  about  it,  but  they  did  not  go. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  others  did  he  tell  you  about? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  He  told  me  that  this  one  right  down  here  would  be 
canceled. 

Senator  Curtis.  A\Tiich  one  was  that? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  The  one  you  asked  me  about,  the  Davis  case. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  do  anything  about  that? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  did  not  make  any  arrangements. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  understanding  with  Mr.  Bent- 
ley that  he  was  to  inform  you  of  these  fraudulent  entries?  ^ 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  inquiring  about  that  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir;  lie  just  simply  told  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  it  happen  that  this  information  got  out; 
was  it  general  ? 

Mr.  KoDKEY.  I  first  learned  this  through  a  man  over  at  Tecumseh 
years  ago,  and  then  we  learned  it  through  the  school.  My  wife  was 
then  an  employee  at  the  agency  over  here,  and  she  told  me,  that  she 
understood  that  there  was  going  to  be  a  place  up  there  canceled. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  the  habit  of  the  people  working  around 
those  agencies  to  tell  of  dead  allotments  or  void  allotments? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  do  not  know;  she  just  made  the  remark  that  that 
was  going  to  be  canceled. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  got  a  good  deal  of  information,  not  to  have 
settled  on  any,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  did,  but  I  did  not  settle  on  any  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  this  man  happen  to  give  you  the  informa- 
tion if  you  did  not  take  any  of  the  land  or  try  to  get  it? 

Mr.  RoDKET.  The  fact  is,  there  was  one  place  over  there  by  the 
schoolhouse,  and  the  party  living  on  the  lanci  told  me  about  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  know  how  they  happened  to  teU  you 
about  that  over  there,  any  of  them  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  can  not  tell  you  the  party,  but  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Scott  told  me  about  the^^e  three  allotments,  that  they  were  all  illegal. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Scott  an  agent  here,  or  had  he  been  an  agent? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  think  he  had  been  years  ago. 
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Senator  Cuhtis.  You  have  forgotten  his  first  name? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  They  always  called  him  Doctor. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  an  Indian  trader,  too,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  think  he  was,  but  I  am  not  sure ;  he  was  an  agent  and 
lived  up  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  an  Indian  trader,  you  know  that  much? 

Mr.  EoDKEY.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  an  understanding  with  these  released 
agents  that  they  were  to  notify  you  about  allotments? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  the  other  men  informed  about  it  that  you 
know  of? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  it  was  common  property  here  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  About  those  three  claims,  it  seemed  to  be. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  informed  about  any  others  than  those 
four  or  five  that  you  have  mentioned  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  l'  do  not  know  that  I  was. 
.    Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  make  any  money  out  of  those  fraudu- 
lent allotments  or  cancellations  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  If  I  got  a  dollar,  I  got  a  million.    I  never  got  a  cent. 

Senator  CrrRTis.  You  have  made  no  money  out  of  it? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  not  in  that  business  for  making  money, 
were  you? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  was  not  in  that  business  at  all;  I  just  simply  hap- 
pened to  be  talking  about  it  and  I  told  my  friends;  I  suppose  that 
I  was  told  there  were  double  allotments. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  have  an  understanding  with  Mr. 
,Bentley  that  he  could  cancel  an  allotment  in  your  name? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  For  any  fees  of  any  kind  or  character  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  say  that  Lee  Patrick's  employee  told  you 
first  about  it? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  learned  it  first  over  at  the  school  through  a  man 
named  Stratton. 

The  Chairman.  Was  he  an  employee  of  the  office? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  Mr.  Stratton  was  there  and  I  asked  my  wife  who  that 
was.  She  said  that  was  Mr.  Stratton.  I  believe  he  was  Lee  Patrick's 
father-in-law,  but  I  am  not  sure.  She  said  he  was  going  to  settle 
on  a  piece  of  land  close  to  the  school,  and  I  asked  her  what  piece  of 
land  and  she  told  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  manv  of  those  cases,  those  double  allotments, 
were  you  taken  out  and  shown  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  do  not  think  I  was  shown  but  two. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiich  two? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  really  do  not  know  of  but  one,  and  that  was  the  one 
we^st  of  here,  the  Hampton  allotment. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Mr.  Clark  take  you  out  there  ? 

Mr.  Rodkey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  talked  to  Mr.  Bentley  about  that,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  believe  I  talked  to  him  about  it. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  whether  you  were  shown  the  others 
or  not  ? 

Mr.  EoDKEY.  No,  sir;  the  others  I  went  to  mvself. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  you  talked  to  Mr.  Bentley  aoout  all  the  others  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  I  talked  to  him  about  two  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  Mr.  Clark  happen  to  take  you  to  this  allot- 
ment west  of  here  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  He  thought  probably  I  could  put  somebody  on  thei-e 
and  they  would  file. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  found  some  improvements  on  there,  did  you  not — 
a  well  and  a  dugout  ? 

Mr.  RoDKEY.  There  was  a  dugout :  I  do  not  remember  the  well. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

I.  C.  GRIMES  recalled  for  further  examination. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Grimes,  you  were  to  deliver  to  the  committee 
any  papers  and  accounts  that  you  have;  you  said  you  thought  you 
had  some  at  home.     Will  you  now  produce  those  accounts? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  have  only  just  a  little  statement  on  a  little  book  of 
the  Mack  Johnson  land,  and  I  have  Py-u-ka,  what  she  got;  those  are 
all  I  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  have  lost  the  others? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir ;  I  settled  up  with  money,  and  I  had  them  in 
by  coat  pocket  but  I  lost  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  check  or  deed  that  you  gave  Conine 
for  his  property  ? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  two  deeds;  one  for  a  piece  of  prop- 
erty in  Harrah,  w^hich  I  gave  him  $1,300  for. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  this  check  that  you  have  handed  me? 

Mr.  Grimes.  This  is  a  check  for  that  piece  of  land  that  I  told  you 
I  bought  and  gave  him  $1,300  for,  the  piece  of  property  in  Harrah. 

The  check  referred  to  is  as  follows : 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  Mat\  21,  J007, 
State  Xatiomil  Bank: 

On  delivery  of  deed,  pay  to  the  order  of  C.  M.  Cade,  cashier,  $1,301.00  (thir- 
teen hundred  and  one  dollars). 

Mabtha  a.  Gbimes. 
Cabmen  Conine. 
Harrah. 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  made  the  statement  the  other  day  that  it  was  $350. 
The  property  was  $650,  and  we  had  a  mortgage  on  it  of  $350.  I  had 
taken  a  deed  subject  to  his  mortgage  of  $350,  and  I  paid  him  $300. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  stated  to  me  that  you  would  like  to  make 
some  statement  about  the  charge  of  $50  that  appeared  with  reference 
to  your  signing  a  deed  as  guardian.  It  is  in  an  account  that  was 
rendered  here? 

Mr.  Grimes.  Yes,  sir;  I  want  to  say  that  I  never  received  a  cent. 
If  it  is  there,  it  is  wrong.     I  do  not  understand  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then,  if  it  appears  in  Mr.  Benson's  account  that 
he  paid  you  $50  for  signing  as  guardian,  what  about  it? 

Mr.  Grimes.  I  leave  it  to  them  to  explain,  because  I  never  got  a 
cent  and  never  charged  them  a  cent. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused,  and  the  subcommittee  took  a 
recess  until  8  o'clock  p.  m. 
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after  recess — ^evening  session. 

November  20,  1907. 
The  committee  reassembled  at  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

C.  J.  BENSON  recalled  for  further  examination. 

Mr.  Embrt.  Mr.  Benson,  do  you  know  the  tract  of  land  adjoining 
Tvhat  is  known  as  the  fair  ground  down  here? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  EMBRr.  That  was  an  Indian  allotment,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  ever  had  any  negotiations  with 
Mr.  Bentley  looking  to  securing  that  allotment  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  did,  in  connection  with  the  fair  ground  association, 
of  which  I  was  a  member. 

Mr.  Emery.  Who  are  the  members  of  that  association  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  There  were  nine  or  ten. 

Mr.  Embry.  Can  you  name  some  of  them  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  J.  M.  Aydelott,  H.  T.  Douglas,  Perry  Rodkey,  J.  M. 
Remington,  and  others. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  negotiations  had  you  with  Mr.  Bentley  about 
the  purchase  of  this  tract  of  land? 

Air.  Benson.  We  had  been  using  this  tract  of  land  for  a  fair 
ground  and  of  course  we  contemplated  buying  it  whenever  it  could 
be  bought  under  the  law.  We  contracted  with  Mr.  Bentley,  or  we 
agreed,  rather,  that  he  would  get  us  that  land  for  $10,000  and  would 
get  the  Indians  to  sign  the  deed,  and  when  that  deed  was  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  we  would  pay  him  or  give  him  a  one- 
tenth  interest  in  the  profits  from  the  sale  or  the  resale  of  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  negotiation  or  agreement  was  after  the  passage 
of  the  law  providing  for  the  sale  of  inherited  Indian  land,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  before  the  rule  of  the  Secretary  requiring  that 
it  be  sold  at  public  bids  at  the  agency  office.  What  did  Mr.  Bentley 
do  in  pursuance  to  that  agreement  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  He  got  the  deed  signed.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
got  all  the  Indians  to  sign  it.  I  think,  though,  they  had  all  signed 
the  deed  and  it  was  ready  to  transmit  to  the  Department. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  the  consideration  you  were  to  pay  for  that 
deed? 

Mr.  Benson.  Ten  thousand  dollars.  When  the  rule  was  changed 
by  the  Secretary  requiring  this  land  to  be  sold  to  the  highest 
bidder » 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  what  followed? 

Mr.  Benson.  We  considered  that  our  contract  with  Mr.  Bentley 
was  vitiated,  and  we  made  a  public  bid  on  the  land  and  bought  it  in 
as  the  highest  bidder  for  $37,900. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  after  the  Secretary  changed  the  rule  before 
the  approval  of  your  deed,  which  required  that  it  be  sold  to  the 
highest  bidder  under  the  new  rule  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  that  sale  you  offered  under  the  new  rule,  or  your 
company  bid  and  paid,  how  much? 
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Mr.  Benson.  $37,900., 

Mr.  Embry.  Under  the  original  sale  were  you  to  have  more  or  less 
of  that  tract  of  land  than  you  got  at  the  Department  sale  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  We  were  to  have  all  the  40  acres  less  the  railroad  right 
of  way,  amounting  to  about  43  acres,  but  the  land  that  we  acquired 
by  the  bid  was  only  33  acres,  I  believe. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  for  that  you  paid  the  larger  sum? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  has  Mr.  Bentley  sued  you  for  commission  on  the 
sale  of  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  suit  pending? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  is,  in  the  district  court  of  Pottawatomie  County. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  is  it 

Mr.  Benson.  Three  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  was  a  written  stipulation  entered  into  in  rela- 
tion to  that  transaction,  was  there  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  There  was. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Was  it  your  recollection  that  that  was  entered  into 
before  or  after  the  land  was  sold  to  the  highest  bidder? 

Mr.  Benson.  Before. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Are  you  certain  as  to  that? 

Mr.  Benson.  I  am  certain. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  ask  to  offer  the  contract  in  the  record  later.  I 
have  not  got  it  at  hand. 

The  Chairman.  What  was  the  date  of  it?     Can  you  give  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  can  not. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  give  it  within  a  year? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  can  not  recollect  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  can  not  recollect  the  year  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  make  a  written  agreement  with  Mr.  Bent- 
ley, did  you  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  contract  will  speak  for  itself. 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir;  the  contract  will  speak  for  itself.         • 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  after  I  left  the  service  that  the  contract 
was  made,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  How  long  was  that  aft«r  the  time  the  first  contract 
was  attempted  that  the  second  contract  was  made? 

Mr.  Benson.  We  only  made  one  contract  with  you. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  written  contract  I  have  refers  to  th^  deed  made 
long  after  the  deed  that  you  have  spoken  of  for  $10,000? 

Mr.  Benson.  No;  that  was  made  when  we  entered  into  the  agree- 
ment with  you  to  purchase  the  land  for  $10,000,  and  we  were  all  pres- 
ent in  the  rear,  I  think,  of  the  Shawnee  National  Bank.  Mr.  Doug- 
las, Mr.  Aydelott,  and  others  were  there  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  what  length  of  time  expired 
between  the  time  of  the  deed  that  was  not  approved  and  the  land 
that  was  put  up  and  actually  sold  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  must  have  been  a  year. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  think  perhaps  it  was  little  more  than  a  year? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  might  have  been. 
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Mr.  Benti^y.  The  town  was  growing  very  rapidly  here  at  that 
time,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  recall  at  that  time  there  was  some  feeling 
here  toward  me  because  I  objected  to  the  approval  and  took  steps  to 
prevent  the  approval  of  the  $10,000  deed  you  refer  to. 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  rememBer  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  I  understand,  that  $10,000  deed  was  one  that  Mr. 
Bentley  procured  for  you,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  There  was  a  new  deed  made  on  the  second  trans- 
action which  Mr.  Bentlev  I  do  not  believe  had  anything  to  do  with. 

Mr.  Embry.  A  new  $10,000  deed? 

Mr.  Benson.  No;  a  new  deed 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  talking  about  the  $10,000  deed.  The  first  one 
was  the  one  that  Mr.  Bentley  secured  for  you,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  approved  by  the  Department  ? 

Mr.  Benson.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  disapproved,  was  it? 

Mr.  Benson.  It  was  not  submitted. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  understood  that  the  rule  was  changed  in  the  mean- 
time? 

Mr.  Benson.  Yes,  sir. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

FRANK  A.  THACKERY  .recalled  for  further  examination : 

Mr.  Bentley- .  With  the  permission  of  the  committee  I  would  like 
to  ask  Mr.  Thackery  a  few  Questions. 

The  Chairman.  Very  well. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  want  to  ask  the  privilege,  if  you  please,  if  Mr. 
Bentley  is  going  to  examine  me,  to  have  the  same  privilege  of  examin- 
ing him.  Otherwise,  I  would  like  to  have  him  submit  his  questions 
through  the  committee. 

The  Chairman.  He  can  submit  them  through  me  if  you  object  to 
his  asking  them.  Mr.  Thackery,  has  it  been  your  claim  that  Mr. 
Bentley  secured  the  departure  of  these  Indians  for  Mexico? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  has  been  my  claim  that  he  was  very  largely 
responsible  for  their  removal.  I  will  add  that  it  is  probably  true 
that  some  of  the  older  members  wanted  to  go. 

The  Chairman.  What  condition  did  you  find  these  Indians  in 
when  you  took  possession  of  this  office  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  As  I  testified  yesterday,  they  w^ere  very  uneasy 
and  came  to  me  frequently,  saying  they  understood  I  was  going  to 
steal  their  children  and  put  them  in  school. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  care  about  your  going  into  that  again, 
I  am  speaking  of  their  conditions — what  they  were  doing  on  their 
farms.  Xow,  go  on  and  tell  us  whether  they  had  improved  these 
farms;  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent. 

Mr.  Thackery-.  I  do  not  know  who  had  improved  the  farms.  The 
lessees  were  on  many  of  them,  but  I  could  not  say  that  the  Indians 
had  improved  them. 

The  Chairman.  Tell  me  what  the  condition  of  the  improvements 
on  their  allotments  was? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  There  were  little  houses  on  some  of  them,  and  part 
of  it  was  in  cultivation.  The  facts  are,  the  first  year  I  did  not  be- 
come very  familiar  with  their  allotments.  I  had  too  much  to  do  in 
becoming  familiar  with  the  office  work. 

The  Chairman.  You  found  a  number  of  them  living  on  their 
places,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  they  had  put  out  some  orchards,  and  other 
places  were  fenced,  were  they  not,  oy  many  of  them? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  recall  one  Indian  who  had  an  orchard  only. 

The  Chairman.  Oily  one? 

Mr.  Thackery.  There  were  several  others  that  were  fenced.  A 
good  manv  others  were  fenced. 

The.  Chairman.  You  say  there  was  but  one  orchard  that  you 
recall  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  is  the  only  one  I  recall  at  this  time. 

The  Chairman.  Did  thev  have  tools  and  teams,  etc.? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Many  of  them  had  their  farm  outfits. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  the  farm  outfits  consist  of? 

Mr.  Thackery.  What  you  just  referred  to,  harness,  wagons, 
teams,  and  plows  purchased  by  the  Government,  for  the  most  parr, 
and  issued  to  them. 

The  Chairman.  We  understand  that;  we  do  not  suppose  Mr. 
Bentley  purchased  them.  Were  they  cutting  hay?  Did  you  have 
hay  balers? 

Mr.  Thackery.  There  was  a  Government  hay  baler  that  was  used 
in  conmion. 

The  Chairman.  Were  they  selling  any  products,  like  hay,  etc.? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  they  were  selling  it  here  in  town  every 
year. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  buy  any  of  their  products? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  that  I  recall  at  this  time. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  you  said  the  other  day  that  you  did  not 
know  anything  about  their  going  to  Mexico  until  you  went  down 
there,  or  saw  them  there.     What  was  that  you  said  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  their  going  to 
Mexico  until  I  went  down  there. 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  know  that  they  intended  to  buy  any 
land  in  Mexico  until  after  you  went  down  there?  That  was  the 
first  you  heard  of  it,  I  think  you  said  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  testified  to  that  yesterda3\ 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  not  say  yesterday  that  the  first  you  heard 
of  their  buying  these  ranchas  down  there  w^as  when  you  went  dow^n 
there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  recall  what  my  testimony  was. 

The  Chairman.  ^Mien,  if  you  'first  heard  of  it,  was  it  that  they 
wanted  to  buy  land  and  wanted  to  settle  there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  first  heard  that  they  wanted  to  settle  there  about 
the  time  I  came  here;  that  is,  these  older  members.  That  was  the 
scheme. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  understand  they  wanted  to  go  down  there 
without  purchasing  any  land? 

Mr.  Thackery.  My  understanding  at  the  time — in  fact,  I  did  not 
know  whether  they  were  going  down  to  live  with  these  Nacimiento 
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Kickapoos  or  to  purchase  a  tract  of  their  own.  I  think  the  inference 
was  that  they  were  to  live  with  those  other  Indians. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  not  know  a  long  time  ago  that  the  Mexi- 
can Government  was  not  willing  that  they  should  go  to  live  there 
with  the  old-timers? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  had  understood  that  they  had  required  our  Gov- 
ernment to  bring  back  a  certain  portion  of  them  a  number  of  years 
ago. 

The  Chairman.  I  am  not  going  back  to  that.  That  was  before  vou 
were  born.  ^Miat  I  want  to  know  is  if  you  did  not  know  when  they 
went  down  there  a  few  years  ago  that  the  Mexican  Government  said 
they  might  buy  land,  but  they  could  not  go  and  live  with  these  Indi- 
ans who  had  a  Mexican  reservation. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that ;  no,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  not  approve  of  their  going  down  there, 
did  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  think  it  was  to  their  best  interest ;  no,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  think  they  would  have  remained  and 
been  contented  here  with  any  agent? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  certainly  do,  without  any  outside  inter- 
ference. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  they  were  contented  with  you,  were  they? 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  w  ere  not,  because  of  that  man's  schemes  [in- 
dicating Mr.  Bentlev], 

The  Chairman.  Vou  allege,  then,  that  Mr.  Bentley  is  the  cause  of 
their  desiring  to  leav^e  here? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

The  Chairman.  That  has  been  your  position,  and  vou  have  repeat- 
edly notified  the  Department  that  that  was  the  trouble.  You  did  not 
say  that  Mr.  Bentley  wanted  them  to  go,  and  you  did  not  want  them 
to  go.    Is  not  that  the  fact? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Well,  that  is  it  in  a  wav:  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  been  quarreling  with  Mr.  Bentley  ever 
since  you  came  down  here,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Most  of  the  time ;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  not  been  all  the  time?  Has  there  been 
any  time  when  you  have  not  been  in  a  quarrel  with  him? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  has  had  me  answering  charges  to  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  have  had  him  answering  charges,  have 
vou  not,  when  certain  inspectors  were  here  inspecting  Mr.  Bentley? 
ilad  any  inspector  ever  come  here  to  examine  Mr.  Bentley's  affairs 
in  connection  with  these  Indians  who  did  not  come  on  your  appli- 
cation ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  tell  who? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  Eugene  McComas. 

The  Chairman.  xVny  other? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  came  here  to  investigate  some  charges  that  Mr. 
Bentley  had  made  against  me,  that  I  was  in  cahoots  with  Lee  Patrick 
in  buying  some  inulas.  It  seems  I  called  his  attention  to  some  irregu- 
larities of  Mr.  Bentley,  which  he  later  investigated. 

The  Chairman.  What  kind  of  a  report  did  he  make? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  he  sustained  Mr.  Bentley. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  published,  is  it  not,  in  this  record  already? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  or  not. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  several  reports  in  here  that  Mr.  Goode 
put  in  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  which  are  and  which  are  not. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  never  read  the  record? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  read  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  like  to  read  a  statement  here  to  know  if  Mr. 
Thackery  was  present  before  the  Senate  committee  when  the  state- 
ment was  made  by  me  to  the  Senate  committee  on  March  30,  1906, 
page  353  of  Appendix  "  B."    The  statement  is  as  follows: 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Indian  Is  as  sensible  as  yon  are  that  the  white  race  will 
follow  him  across  the  Hio  Grande  and,  realizing  this  condition,  he  had  selected 
an  ideal  place  for  his  home,  which,  however,  we  were  not  able  to  seen  re. 

This  land  that  they  had  been  hoping  to  secure  is  land  that  they  them- 
selves have  selected.  It  is  land  that  the  older  ones  among  them  have  known 
for  forty  years.  It  is  an  enormous  basin  surrounded  by  high  and  rugged 
mountains  and  by  a  country  that  can  never  be  occupied  by  white  men.  It  is 
conglomerate  and  limestone,  and  the  same  character  of  country  as  is  found 
across  the  Rio  Grande  River  in  Texas.  This  basin  contains  238,000  acres  of 
fine  grazing  and  farming  land,  with  numerous  wells  and  artificial  lakes,  and 
now  has  grazing  upon  it  more  than  10,000  of  white-faced  cattle.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  head  of  American  horses  are  on  it,  with  several  thousand  goats  in 
the  mountains.  The  canyons  are  timbered  with  linwood  and  hard  maple  and 
timber  that  is  Indigenous  to  New  York  and  Vermont.  The  natural  increase 
of  these  cattle  would  provide  the  Indians  with  their  beef  and  they  would  never 
miss  it.  The  surplus  cattle  that  would  be  annually  sold  would  provide  for  their 
limited  necessities  other  than  the  farm  products  they  would  raise.  Were  they 
permitted  to  acquire  this  property,  as  I  have  stated  i)efore.  these  Indians  would 
have  a  home  and  land  long  after  the  other  Indians  In  this  country  will  have 
nothing. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  remember  when  Mr.  McLaughlin,  a  Gov- 
ernment inspector,  came  here? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  do. 

The  Chairman.  Did  he  not  come  on  your  application? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  he  come  for? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  came  here  from  Anadarko. 

The  Chairman.  WTiat  did  he  come  here  for? 

Mr.  Thackery.  To  investigate  some  matter  or  to  stop  double  allot- 
ments or  something  of  the  kind  that  referred  to  some  matter  he  was 
investigating  at  Anadarko. 

The  Chairman.  Whom  did  you  send  to  assist  him? 

Mr.  Thackery.  At  the  request  of  the  inspector,  I  permitted  Mr. 
Alfred  to  go  with  him. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Alfred  was  a  clerk  in  your  office,  was  he? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  made  a  report,  had  you  not,  on  this 
matter  before? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  really  do  not  recall.  I  will  look  it  up,  and  if  I 
have  I  will  give  it  to  you. 

The  Chairman.  What  was  the  name  of  that  allottee? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Titus  McCoy. 

The  Chairman.  What  do  you  know  about  it,  whether  there  was  a 
man  named  Titus  McCoy  or  not? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  I  know  only  what  Mr.  Alfred  has  told  me  about 
these  people. 

The  Chairman.  Then  you  do  not  know  anything  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  directly. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  reported  thei;e  was  such  a  man? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  reported  on  the  strength  of  the  evidence  I  had ; 
if  I  made  a  report ;  I  do  not  recall  at  this  time  that  I  made  a  report. 
I  think  the  inspector  made  it. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  make  some  report  against  Mr.  Bent- 
ley 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  say  I  do  not  recall  making  a  report.  Mr.  In- 
spector McLaughlin  was  investigating  the  case.  If  I  did  report  my 
records  will  show,  and  I  will  be  glad  to  give  you  a  copy. 

The  Chairman.  You  say  you  do  not  know  that  you  reported  on 
the  McCoy  matter? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  recall  at  this  time. 

The  Chairman.  What  was  vour  theory  about  it,  that  the  Titus 
McCoy  allotment  was  a  legal  allotment? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  thought  there  was  such  an  allottee  here  with  the 
Shawnee. 

The  Chairman.  You  thought  there  was? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  was  finally  held  about  it,  that  there  was  or 
was  not  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Really,  I  do  not  remember.  The  records  will  show 
that. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  remember  that  Mr.  Alfred,  your  clerk, 
went  with  McLaughlin? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  ever  see  McLaughlin's  report  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  I  never  read  it.  I  never  saw  it.  I  do  not 
recall  at  this  time  that  I  have  ever  seen  it.  May  I  explain  the  mat- 
ter here  ? 

The  Chairman.  Certainly,  if  you  will  be  brief. 

Mr.  Thackery.  In  several  cases  where  I  have  reported  on  double 
allotments  I  have  taken  a  position,  and  I  have  taken  it  for  this  reason : 
First,  I  will  state  my  position,  that  ordinarily  an  Indian  should  be 
requh^ed  to  retain  his  first  allotment  regardless  of  the  quality.  My 
reason  for  that  is  if  you  allow  the  rulings  to  be  otherwise  it  leaves  open 
room  for  parties,  where  there  is  an  Indian  who  has  the  blood  of  two 
tribes — it  leaves  open  room  for  parties  interested  in  improper  methods 
of  obtaining  fees  in  these  nuitters  to  secure  a  double  allotment  for  that 
Indian  under  another  name,  and  then  have  one  of  them  canceled  and 
get  a  homestead  fee  out  of  somebody. 

The  Chairman.  Your  position  was  that  when  there  was  two  allot- 
ments, if  they  had  been  made  by  the  same  person,  he  must  take  the  one 
he  first  made? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Ordinarily,  but 

The  Chairman.  Was  this  a  case  of  two  allotments  or  a  case  where 
there  was  a  false  allotment  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.-  My  recollection  is  that  Bill  Johnson  and  Titus 
McCoy  were  found  to  be  one  and  the  same  person. 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  know  how  it  came  out?  I  do  not 
want  to  go  into  those  things  to-night  at  length. 
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Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  remember  at  this  time ;  no,  sir.  I  was  not 
present  when  it  was  taken.  Major  McLaughlin  wrote  me  a  letter 
from  Anadarko  saying  he  was  coming  here,  and  he  said  he  wanted 
to  see  these  parties  and  asked  me  to  have  them  at  the  agency.  My 
recollection  is  that  I  sent  /or  them,  and  they  are  members  of  what 
we  term  the  Kicking  Shawnees,  and  they  would  not  come. 

The  Chairman.  And  he  did  not  see  them? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  inspector  came  here,  but  did  not  find  them 
here,  and  I  explained  to  him  why  I  could  not  get  them  here,  and 
he  asked  me  who  was  a  good  interpreter,  and  I  told  him  Mr.  Alfred, 
and  he  went  wuth  Mr.  Alfred  and  another  one  of  the  clerks  there 
down  to  their  camp,  and  I  understand  took  testimony  there  in  the 
camp. 

The  Chairman.  Did  he  see  them,  do  you  think? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Certainly,  I  do. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  do  not  know  what  he  reported? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  what  he  reported.  I 
think  it  was  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Bentley  had  been  ^ilty  of  some 
improper  action  in  the  matter.     That  is  my  recollection. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  do  not  know  what  that  was? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  had  not  interest  enough  to  read  his  re- 
port after  it  was  made? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  had  no  access  to  it.  We  do  not  have  the  in- 
spectors' reports;  they  are  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  do  have  them  sometimes,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Very  seldom. 

The  Chairman.  You  certainly  had  the  report  of  Mr.  Jenkins,  did 
you  not  ? 

*  Mr.  Thackery.  I  had  part  of  it.     It  was  quot^  back  to  me  by  the 
Department  in  a  letter. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  ever  call  for  Mr.  McLaughlin's  report 
at  all  from  the  Department? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  did. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  have  no  recollection  as  to  what  the  deci- 
sion was? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No  more  than  what  my  inference  was  all  the  way 
through  from  what  he  and  Alfred  said.  As  I  say,  it  showed  ^ome 
wrong  dealings  of  Mr.  Bentley  in  the  matter. 

The  Chairman.  AVhat  did  Mr.  Bentley  do  that  was  wrong  about 
it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  inference,  as  I  understand  it,  was  that  he 
knew  this  party  had  received  this  allotment  here  with  the  Shawnees, 
and  through  His  efforts  he  had  secured  another  allotment  at  Ana- 
darko. I  think  Mr.  Alfred  testified  in  the  case  that  he  had  been  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Bentley  as  surveyor,  and  that  he  had  surveyed  this 
identical  Shawnee  allotment  for  him  with  a  view  to  tracing  the  lines 
to  have  it  fenced  or  something  just  prior  to  this  occasion. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  what  the  records  show  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  what  the  proof  was  in  the  case? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  know  anything  about  it? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  I  know,  as  I  told  you,  what  I  have  heard  and  what 
I  understood  the  outcome  was.  I  never  saw  the  report  that  I 
know  of. 

The  Chairman.  Did  Mr.  McLaughlin  see  Mr.  Bentley  and  talk 
with  him? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  came  to  his  house  to  see  him,  or  tried  to  see 
him.     I  drove  him  over  to  his  house. 

The  Chairman.  Was  Mr.  Bentley  away? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  he  had  gone. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  that  he  did  not  see  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  he  did  not. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  did  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  he  did  not. 

The  Chairman.  In  his  report  he  says  he  did  not. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Then  I  suppose  he  did  not. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  not  know  in  a  general  way  that  through 
his  prejudice  toward  Mr.  Bentley  that  Bill  Johnson  has  been  deprived 
of  very  valuable  land,  worth  seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars,  and  one 
retained  for  him  that  does  not  belong  to  him— that  he  could  not 
legally  hold — and  that  is  practically  worth  nothing,  and  only  half 
the  quantity  of  land?  AVhat  do  you  know  about  Bill  Johnson's 
allotment? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  saw  it.  I  understood  it  was 
not  a  very  good  allotment. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  original  allot- 
ment; when  that  was  contested  ?  Do  you  know  what  kind  of  an  allot- 
ment it  was? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  one  at  Anadarko? 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  know  where  it  is. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  know  nothing  of  that  one  over  there,  and  very 
little  of  this  one ;  only  I  know  it  is  in  a  poor  farming  district  and  in 
a  poor  country. 

The  Chairman.  Titus  McCoy  got  it,  did  he? 

Mr.  Thackery.  My  understanding  is  that  Titus  McCoy  and  Bill 
Johnson  is  the  same  person. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  not  know  whether  Titus  McCoy  got  the 
claim,  or  whether  he  did  not,  as  I  understand  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Well,  I  think,  as  I  understood  it,  the  finding  was 
that  thev  were  one  and  the  same  person.  We  have  frequently  cases 
on  the  Indian  rolls  where  they  are  allotted  under  one  name  and 
later  on  they  get  another  name  and  they  are  not  known  by  their  allot- 
tee name.  It  is  frequently  an  English  name.  The  allotting  agent 
sometimes  gives  them  an  English  name  that  is  not  known  among  the 
Indians. 

The  Chairman.  WTio  made  this  Kickapoo  allotment? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  understood  it  was  made  by  Moses  McNeil. 

The  Chairman.  Were  they  made  before  you  came  or  after  i 

Mr.  Thackery.  Before  I  came.  I  will  explain  that,  as  I  explained 
in  the  case  that  you  refer  to.  I  did  not  know  this  boy  by  that  name. 
I  suppose  you  mean  the  Rufus  Coon  case.  I  did  not  know  what 
kind  of  a  piece  of  land  that  was  there.  That  is,  all  I  know  is  he 
received  this  one  first,  and  my  theory  was  that  he  ought  to  keep  the 
first  allotment. 
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Senator  Cuktis.  Do  you  not  know  in  all  these  agreements  with  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes  it  was  provided  that  if  any  member  of  the 
Five  Civilized  Tribes  was  entitled  to  enrollment  in  any  other  tribe 
by  reason  of  blood,  he  could  select  which  allotment  he  would  take? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

The  Chairman.  Their  agreement  with  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes 
provides  that. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  am  not  at  all  familiar  with  any  of  the  provi- 
sions with  respect  to  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes.  We  have  never  had 
anything  to  do  with  them. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  ask  the  witness  to  state  if  he  did  not  prepare 
in  his  office  an  affidavit  from  this  Rufus  Coon  to  the  effect  that  I  had 
never  advised  him  that  he  had  an  allotment  in  the  Creek  Nation, 
and  that  I  had  never  se«n  the  man,  and  did  not  know  anything  about 
him? 

Mr.  Thackery.  If  you  will  permit  me,  I  will  be  glad  to  call  for 
the  record.     Il  shows  for  itself. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiy  can  you  not  report  to  us  on  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  can.  Tliis  boy  and  some  old  lady,  his  grand- 
mother, I  think,  came  there  and  made  this  affidavit  without  any 
solicitation  from  me.    I  prepared  it  on  their  request. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  determination  of  the  matter  was  that  the 
boy  retained,  with  your  opposition,  the  Creek  allotment? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  he  did. 

The  Chairman.  Did  he  get  the  one  that  you  thought  he  was 
entitled  to? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  would  not  say  it  in  that  way.  It  came  out 
against  my  recommendation.  As  I  say,  I  based  my  recommendation 
on  the  theory  that  when  they  were  once  allotted  that  ought  to  set- 
tle it. 

The  Chairman.  He  got  the  one  that  vou  opposed  his  getting,  did 
he? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  has  been  your  position  in  this  land  contro- 
versy here  in  relation  to  freely  delivering  to  Grimes  and  Benson  and 
those  who  are  opposed  to  Ives  the  trust  patents  that  were  in  your 
office  ?  Mr.  Thackery,  the  Department  sends  to  you,  as  I  understand 
it,  the  patents  that  come  out  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  were  in  the  office  when  I  took  charge,  except 
what  had  been  delivered  to  the  Indians. 

The  Chairman.  I  suppose  you  delivered  those  long  ago? 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  have  been  delivered  as  they  have  been  called 
for  by  the  Indians.     Not  manv  of  them  have  been  delivered. 

The  Chairman.  Why  not?' 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  did  not  want  them.  They  just  left  them 
there. 

Tlie  Chair3ian.  They  did  not  want  them,  or  did  thev  just  neglect 
them? 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  are  probably  safer  there  than  in  their  own 
hands. 

The  Chairman.  They  have  refused  to  take  them,  you  say? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  they  have  not  refused. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  delivered  the  patents  to  Mr.  Ives  that 
he  claims  they  are  entitled  to  receive  ? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  Except  in  the  seven  cases,  yes. 

The  Chairman.  In  the  seven  case^you  have  not  delivered  tliem? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  There  was  an  act  of  Congress  on  that  subject,  was 
there  not,  that  they  should  be  delivered,  that  the  fee  simple  patents 
should  be  delivered? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  is  something  about  the  issuance  of  fee-simple 
patents.    These  are  trust  patents. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  not  delivered  any  patents,  have  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  delivered  trust  patents. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  not  delivered  any  patents  to  Mr.  Ives,* 
have  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  recall.  He  never  asked  me  for 
any  excepting  these  seven. 

The  Chairman.  On  the  seven  pieces  you  have  declined  to  issue  any 
patents  to  him.  You  have  some  patents  in  the  oflSce  there  for  these 
other  pieces? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  some  trust  patents ;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  they  are  patents.  You  have  not  delivered 
them  to  him? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  delivered  to  Grimes  the  patents  he  got, 
have  you  not? 

Mr.*  Thackery.  I  have  offered  to  deliver  the  patents  to  either 
party. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  not  offered  to  deliver  the  patents  to  Mr. 
Ives;  you  have  not  delivered  him  the  seven  patents? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  He  has  claimed  them,  has  he  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  have  delivered  to  Grimes  all  the  claims, 
have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  delivered  to  either  of  them  what  they 
claimed. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  not  the  question.  Have  you  delivered 
them  to  Grimes? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir.  I  want  to  explain.  I  have  the  right  to 
draw  the  difference. 

.  The  Chairman.  I  want  you  to  say  what  you  have  done? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  want  tne  record"  to  show  that  I  have  not  refused 
Mr.  Ives  any  except  these  seven. 

The  Chairman.  I  have  not  asked  you  about  any  but  the  seven. 
Confine  yourself  to  the  seven  that  I  asked  you  about.  Mr.  Grimes 
has  purchased  ihem  and  those  he  has  got  his  patent  for  without  any 
approval.  I  want  to  know  if  you  have  not  delivered  to  Grimes  every 
patent  that  he  has  claimed. 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  does  he* claim  that  you  have  not  delivered? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  delivered  to  Mr.  Grimes 
any  patent. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Grimes  said  you  had  on  the  stand,  and  that 
you  liad  delivered  to  liim  all  the  leases  on  the  land  that  he  had 
bought. 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  is  a  mistake. 
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The  Chairman.  That  is  not  land  he  bought  up  here.  That  is  land 
that  he  said  he  had  bought  that  was  put  up  and  sold. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  understand 

The  Chairman.  Now,  for  those  he  has  his  patents,  and  he  said  you 
had  surrendered  to  him  all  leases.     That  is  not  true,  is  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  it  is  not  true.  I  have  not  surrendered  to 
him  all  the  leases  or  patents  either. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  have  you  delivered  them  to  Benson? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  delivered  some  of  them  to  Benson. 

The  Chairman.  What  are  your  relations  with  Benson? 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  have  usually  been  cordial. 

The  Chairman.  Has  Benson  ever'made  you  any  present? 

Mr.  Thackery.  None  whatever  that  I  remember  at  this  time. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  presents 
from  people  doing  business  with  the  office  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Stat€  whether  or  not  it  is  not  a  fact  that  you  and 
the  trader,  Graham,  have  been  on  such  terms  of  friendship  that  you 
have  annually  made  htmting  trips  together. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  made  one  trip  this  year. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  think  we  will  go  into  that.  A  man  raigh^ 
go  on  a  hunting  trip  with  a  thief  and  not  be  a  thief  himself.  I  want 
to  ask  Mr.  Thackery  about  something  that  we  have  not  been  talking 
about.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  allow  a  trader's  store  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  these  Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  can  not  help  myself  over  there.  It  is  his  own 
property. 

Tne  Chairman.  You  do  not  have  any  control  over  this  store  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  None  whatever.    It  is  on  his  own  property. 

The  Chairman.  They  are  on  their  own  lands,  are  they  ? 

Mr.  Thacejqry.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  have  any  regulation  to  enable  you  to  deter- 
mine what  the  prices  shall  be? 

Mr.  Thackery.  None  whatever,  except  under  the  present  ruling  or 
holding  we  have  authority  over  the  money.  We  do  not  have  to  pay 
it  out  until  we  are  satisfied  what  it  is  for. 

The  Chairman.  He  has,  under  the  present  rule,  to  submit  to  you 
his  account,  has  he  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  has,  if  he  can  not  get  it  otherwise. 

The  Chairman.  He  is  not  obliged  to  do  that  if  he  can  get  it  with- 
out? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir.    There  is  no  regulation  at  all  from  the 
Department  governing  his  business  at  all. 
.  The  Chairman.  I  do  not  see  exactly  how  you  could-  have  any. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  can  refuse  to  pay  out  the  money  if  I  think  the 
debt  is  improper,  where  it  is  submitted  to  me. 

The  Chairman.  But  he  does  not  submit  them  to  you. 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  has  not  lately.  He  did  tor  a  while.  They 
have  been  having  a  good  deal  of  money  lately. 

The  Chairman.  I  have  asked  you  to  send  me  a  list  of  all  the  leases, 
have  I  not  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  think  you  did,  Senator;  I  did  not  under- 
stand it. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  them  if  I  did  not  ask  you. 
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Mr.  Thackery.  You  want  a  list  of  all  the  leases  ? 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  know  how  many  leases  the  Govern- 
ment has  approved. 

Mr.  Thackery.  For  all  the  Indians  I  have  charge  of,  the  Potta- 
watomies? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  for  all  you  have  charge  of — the  Shawnees 
and  Kickapoos,  the  Absent  Shawnees  and  the  Kicking  Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Do  you  mean  the  Big  Jims? 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  I  want  to  know  generally — Smith  has  leased 
so  and  so  for  this  piece  of  ground,  and  he  paid  so  much,  and  to  whom 
this  money  was  paid,  or  to  whom  it  is  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Very  well;  I  have  a  statement  here.  This  is  a 
statement  that  shows  the  amount  we  have  paid ;  the  statement  of  our 
leased  ground  showing  what  has  boon  paid  and  what  has  not  been 
paid,  and  when,  up  to  date. 

The  Chairman.  It  will  be  very  easy  for  you  to  make  out  such  a 
statement  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  will  be  glad  to  prepare  it. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  there  is  lease  money  due  a  great  many  In- 
dians out  there,  is  there  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Xot  very  much. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  aoout  how  much? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  know  I  have  been  getting  some  complaints  from 
Indians.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  truthful — ^they  are  not 
getting  their  lease  money.  There  is  only,  comparatively  speaking, 
a  very  small  balance  of  lease  money  due  to  these  people  down  there 
now.  I  will  be  glad  to  prepare  you  a  list,  a  statement  showing  each 
one.     Do  you  want  this  nst  to  show  what  has  been  paid  ? 

The  Chairman.  I  want  you  to  show  me  what  leases  you  have,  and 
if  any  money  is  outstanding  on  them  I  want  to  know  what  it  is  and 
to  wfiom  yoii  have  paid  the  money  that  has  been  paid,  whether  you 
have  paid  it  to  the  individual  or  his  guardian,  or  grandmother,  or 
some  one  else,  or  to  some  attorney  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Very  well. 

The  Chairman.  There  are  some  people  over  in  Mexico  connected 
with  these  Kickapoo  Indians,  and  perhaps  a  few  Shawnees  over  there, 
that  have  some  lease  money  coming  to  them,  are  there  not?  Has 
Johnny  Mine  any  lease  money  coming  to  him  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes^  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  is  coming  to  him? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  can  onlv  approximate  it.  It  is  somewhere  be- 
tween $200  and  $300.  I  wilfstate  that  I  drew  a  check  to  pay  that  to 
him  when  I  was  down  there  last  year  and  offered  it  to  him  person- 
ally, but  he  refused  to  take  it.  I  have  the  void  checks  now.  He 
would  not  take  them. 

The  Chairman.  "Wliat  reason  did  he  give  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  said  that  Mr.  Bentley  had  told  him  if  he  signed 
for  me  he  would  be  putting  his  nan)e  on  a  deed,  and  he  was  afraid 
to  do  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  could  have  paid  him  the  money,  could  you 
not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  could  not,  because  the  regulations  at  that  time 
required  me  to  check  on  the  subtreasury  to  keep  me  from  skinning 
the  Indians,  I  suppose. 
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The  Chairman.  Has  not  John  been  here  to  the  office  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  He  never  called  on  you  for  money  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Here,  do  you  mean,  at  this  time? 

The  Chairman.  I  mean  at  your  office. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  I  refused  him  over  here  at  one  time. 

The  Chairman.  Why. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Because  I  had  an  order  not  to  pay  him. 

The  Chairman.  From  whom  did  you  get  that  order? 

Mr.  Thackery.    From  the  Department. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  advise  the  Department  to  issue  that  order 
to  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  I  have  advised  them  from  time  to  time 
when  things  were  in  a  commotion  down  there  that  it  was  not  well  to 
pay  them  at  that  time. 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  have  not  paid  any  lease 
money  over  there  except  when  you  are  compelled  to  ?  That  perhaps 
you  sent  somebody  over  there  like  Goode  and  Outcelt  and  then  you 
may  have  sent  some 

Mr.  Thackery.  Whenever  I  have  gone  down  there,  or  any  Depart- 
ment official  has  gone  down,  we  have  endeavored  to  send  them  what 
belonged  to  them. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  pay  any  to  them  when  you  were  down 
there  this  year? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  paid  a  small  amount.  Mr.  Outcelt  paid  some 
for  me.  After  I  came  away  many  of  those  checks  that  were  paid  were 
indorsed,  and  the  names  were  on  the  back  of  them  here  witnessed  bj^ 
Mr.  Bentley.    The  checks  will  show  that. 

The  Chairman.  I  suppose  you  paid  some,  but  you  have  not  paid 
them  all.  Now,  you  have  had  guardians  appointed  for  a  large  number 
of  adult  Indians,  have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  had  myself  appointed  wherever  I  could. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  have  the  money? 

Mr.  Thackery.  None  of  these  in  Mexico,  only  these  one  or  two 
that  have  been  run  out. 

The  Chairman.  We  had  a  claim  from  some  woman,  Ne-pa-hah,  who 
claimed  she  had  not  received  her  rent  money  and  whom  you  claim  to 
be  guardian,  I  think.  ^ATiy  were  you  to  be  the  guardian  of  these 
adult  Indians,  and  under  what  law  did  you  get  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  took  that  step  immediately  upon  my  return  from 
Mexico.  In  the  first  place,  I  thought  that  under  the  full  meaning  of 
the  law  they  were  incompetents.  My  object,  though,  in  taking  it  at 
that  particular  time  was  to  prevent  Mr.  Bentley  or  anybody  else  from 
runnmg  them  out  of  the  country  to  get  deeds  under  this  act  of  June 
21,  1906. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  see  that 
Mr.  Bentley  did  not  get  deeds,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir ;  no  more  than  the  others. 

The  Chairman.  I  did  not  ask  you  about  the  others.  I  will  ask 
you  later  about  that.  You  have  taken  a  good  deal  of  pains  to  see 
that  Mr.  Bentley  got  no  deeds? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Do  you  mean  in  these  guardianship  cases? 

The  Chairman.  In  any  cases. 
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Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  taken  any  steps  to  prevent  him 
from  getting  a  deed  on  any  land. 

The  Chairman.  Were  you  not  notified  in  the  public  press  of  a 
declaration  that  their  title  was  good  for  nothing,  the  title  to  these 
seven  pieces  that  he  had,  or  any  pieces  that  he  might  have  bought? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  I  gave  a  statement  at  one  time  to  a  paper 
in  Oklahoma  City  about  that. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  remember  what  the  paper  is,  but  I  have 
seen  clippings  from  it  attributed  to  you. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  talked  to  some  newspaper  man,  I  remember,  in 
Oklahoma  City  at  one  time. 

The  Chairman.  It  has  been  published  in  this  town,  has  it  not,  the 
same  statement? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  remember  talking  to  any  newspaper  man. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  be  fair. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  am  as  fair  as  I  know  how  to  be. 

The  Chairman.  You  had  a  fight  with  Mr.  Bentley,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  certainly  have  had. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  have  done  everything  you  could  to  pre- 
vent Mr.  Bentley  from  carrying  out  what  he  thought  was  a  good 
scheme  for  the  Indians,  because  you  did  not  think  it  was  a  good 
scheme  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  is  it  exactly. 

The  Chairman.  You  thought  his*^  scheme  bad,  and  therefore  you 
have  done  everything  you  could  to  frustrate  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  represented  to  the  Department  that  he 
was  irresponsible? 

Mr.  Thackery.  And  that  he  had  no  property  in  his  name.     . 

The  Chairman.  And  that  he  was  really  pretending  that  he  was 
going  to  buy  land  when  he  did  not  intend  to  Duy  land  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  think  he  did,  anil  I  do  not  think  so 
yet — that  he  was  sincere  in  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  been  prettv  active  in  that,  have  you 
not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  just  as  active  as  I  knew  how. 

The  Chairman.  How  active  have  you  been  in  connection  with  those 
other  people — Grimes  and  his  people — who  are  getting  land  ?  What 
have  you  done   about  that? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  taken  exactly  the  same  action  alx)ut  that 
as  I  did  with  him.  I  brought  an  injunction  against  them  after  I  was 
appointed  guardian. 

The  Chairman.  An  injunction  to  do  what? 

Mr.  Thackery.  From  moving  those  Indians  out  to  Mexico  to  get 
their  land.  I  enjoined  all,  I  suppose,  who  were  interested  in  the 
matter. 

The  Chairman.  It  did  not  seem  to  have  had  much  influence,  did  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  brought  suit  against  me  to  have  the  guard- 
ianship set  aside. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  have  it  set  aside  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  had  one  or  two  of  them  set  aside  and  we 
appealed  it.    It  is  now  oefore  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory. 
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Mr.  Embry.  He  does  not  understand  the  status  of  this  guardian- 
ship case.  The  appeal  in  the  guardianship  case  is  pending  in  the  dis- 
trict court. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  mistake. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  this  Indian  woman  said  in  this  testimony 
that  she  was  entitled  to  about  $500  lease  money  which  you  had  got, 
and  she  could  not  get  it.  She  is  a  woman  of  mature  age.  That  is 
another  woman  who  has  the  $500? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Ne-pah-hah ;  she  is  Jim  Deer's  wife. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  guardian  for  Jim  Deer's  wife? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  did  you  get  to  be  guardian  of  a  woman  of 
that  character? 

Mr.  Thackery.  She  was  here  at  the  time,  and  I  was  appointed 
guardian  for  all  who  were  here. 

The  Chairman.  Was  she  here? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  knew  she  lived  in  Mexico?  '  . 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  know  that  was  her  permanent 
home. 

The  Chairman.  Do  yon  know  Jim  Deer? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Isn't  he  a  rather  capable  man  for  an  Indian? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  think  he  is  particularly  so;  no,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  think  he  could  not  take  care  of  his  property 
and  that  of  his  wife? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  not  paid  her  rent  anyway,  have  you? 

Mr^  Thackery.  Not  recently.  I  think  she  drew  all  that  was  com- 
ing to  her  last  summer. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  is  due  her? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  can  not  tell  without  consulting  the  record. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  last  payment  was  July  23,  1906,  $100. 

The  Chairman.  Since  that  you  have  not  sent  her  any  money? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Or  given  her  husband  any  money? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  WTien  do  you  intend  to  send  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  If  I  might  explain  that  matter 

The  Chairman.  Certainly,  just  explain  it. 

Mr.  Tpiackery.  The  feeling  in  the  Department  is  that  when  this 
money  is  sent  down  there,  Bentley  and  his  crowd  will  get  hold  of  it. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  then,  he  frank,  and  say  that  you  did  not 
send  it  there  for  fear  Bentley  would  get  it. 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  is  partly  the  reason. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  what  is  the  other  part  of  the  reason  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  Mexicans  work  many  schemes  and  get  hold  of 
their  funds  there. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  that  will  justify  you  in  keeping  it  always,  I 
suppose. 

Mr.  Thackery.  No;  we  take  it  down  to  them  when  we  go.  We 
hav<^  always  done  that. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  been  down  there  since  you  made  that  last 
payment,  have  you  not? 
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Mr.  Thackert.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  had  a  couple  of  acents  down  there;  you 
have  had  Mr.  Goode  down  there,  have  you  not  f 

^fr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  He  has  been  down  there  within  the  last  few 
months.    He  is  down  there  now,  is  he  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  send  it  by  him  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  sent  it  to  him  after  he  got  down  there. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  paid  it  to  them  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not.    I  sent  him  Johnny  Mine's  money. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  been  making  some  conditions  before  you 
paid  them  that  thev  should  return  it  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  ^s^o,  sir;  none  whatever. 

The  Chairman.  Have  not  some  of  your  agents  said  so? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  to  my  knowled^,  or  with  my  consent. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  been  dealing  with  the  bank  up  there  at 
Douglas,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that  institution. 

The  Chairman.  There  are  two  banks  there.  Would  you  not  feel 
safe  in  sending  it  down  there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  To  Douglas? 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  banks  there.  I 
do  not  know  the  town. 

The  Chairman.  There  are  a  few  national  banks  and  I  suppose  they 
are  perfectly  safe.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  presumption  in  favor  of  a 
national  bank? 

Mr.  Thackery.  At  one  time  we  sent  money  to  the  banks  at  Eagle 
Pass,  and  we  afterwards  had  pomplaints  from  the  Indians  that  they 
had  never  gotten  the  money.  I  submitted  the  question  to  the  Depart- 
ment in  this  way:  This  Indian  came  up  there  and  said  he  had  never 
got  his  money.  If  I  remember  rightly,  I  sent  to  the  subtreasurer  and 
asked  for  the  check  that  he  had  issued  in  paying  him,  and  examined 
it  to  find  out  what  there  was  in  his  complaint.  The  check  appeared 
to  be  indorsed  on  the  back  by  his  mark  and  witnessed  by  two  parties. 
He  swore  he  never  got  it.  I  submitted  the  Question  to  the  Depart- 
ment that  if  this  Indian  came  in  and  proved  ne  never  got  this  check 
and  could  show  this  fact  in  court,  would  I  still  be  responsible  to  him 
as  a  bonded  agent  of  the  Government  for  the  payment  of  this  ?  The 
supposition  was  that  I  would.  • 

-    The  Chairman.  Did  he  ever  come  in  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  he  never  took  any  further  steps.  But  I 
waiited  that  information  for  my  own  protection  under  my  bond,  to 
know  if  I  was  safe  in  sending  aown  there  where  they  were  not  well 
known,  and  be  identified  bv  parties  who  probably  did  not  know  them. 
They  would  come  in,  and  one  Indian  would  bring  in  another. 

The  Chairman.  I  recognize  all  the  difficulties  of  that  kind,  but  it 
seems  to  me  with  as  many  agents  as  you  have  you  could  manage  to 
pay  these  Indians  their  lease  monev  without  holding  it  a  great  while. 

Mr,  Thackery.  The  record  will  show  that  we  have  paid  them 
almost  every  year.    Ordinarily  they  get  a  payment  every  six  months. 

The  Chairman.  But  you  could  pay  them  every  year. 
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Mr.  Thackery.  This  matter  has  been  in  a  stir  and  twist  here,  and 
we  did  not  know  where  we  were,  hardly^ 

The  Chairman.  It  has  been  in  a  stir  and  a  twist  because  you  have 
been  afraid  Mr.  Bentley  would  get  some  advantage  in  having  this 
money  among  the  Indians,  I  suppose,  and  you  had  a  very  positive 
feeling  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  going  to  rob  them,  I  suppose? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  had  that  feeling  exactly. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  go  back  to  Grimes  and  his  party.  You 
sajr  you  have  treated  them  the  same.  What  have  you  done  to  prevent 
Grimes  and  his  associates  from  securing  deeds  from  these  Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  As  soon  as  I  got  home  I  took  steps  to  be  appointed 
their  guardian  in  this  county  and  in  Lincoln  County. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  not  take  steps  to  be  appointed  guardian 
for  the  Indians  in  Mexico,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  when  that  bill  passed  I  threw  up  the 
sponge. 

The  Chairman.  I  am  talking  about  what  you  did  to  prevent  them 
getting  deeds  from  the  Indians  living  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  everything  on  earth  I  could  do  to  defeat  the 
passage  of  that  bill,  but  when  it  passed  I  came  home  and  tried  to  pro- 
tect those  who  were  here  and  gave  up  those  down  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTiat  advice  did  you  give  the  Indians,  if  you 
talked  with  any  of  them  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  advised  them  to  keep  their  lands. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  not  sell  it. 

Mr.  Thackery.  And  not  to  sell  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  were  up  there  when  Mr.  Grimes  was  there  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Part  of  the  time ;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  saw  Grimes? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  saw  Brown,  Conine,  and  the  whole  gang,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  you  knew  what  they  were  up  to. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  steps  did  you  take  then?  Did  you  make 
anv  effort  at  all? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Only  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  advise 
the  Indians. 

The  Chairman.  The  bill  had  passed.     Do  not  go  back  to  that. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  left  as  soon  as  the  bill  passed  and  came  home. 

The  Chairman.  You  left  up  there,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  knew  the  bill  was  going  to  pass? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  know  it  until  it  did  pass. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  you  had  every  reason  to  suppose  it  would. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  tried  to  keep  it  from  passing,  I  know. 

The  Chairman.  Congress  does  not  always  accept  the  advice  that  is 
given  it  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  found  that  out. 

The  Chairman.  You  were  at  Muzquiz  after  the  bill  had  passed, 
were  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  was  at  Eagle  Pass  at  the  time  it  passed  and  went 
down  to  get  my  grip  and  belongings,  and  came  right  Ijack. 
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The  Chairman.  Would  it  not  have  been  wise  for  you  to  have  gone 
over  and  looked  after  those  Indians  a  little,  with  your  great  interest 
in  them  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  think  there  was  much  show  for  me  there 
to  help  them.  It  was  in  a  foreign  country,  and  I  thought  it  was  my 
duty  to  come  back  and  help  those  that  were  here. 

The  Chairman.  Those  here  were  not  in  any  danger,  were  they  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  certainly  were  in  danger. 

The  Chairman.  That  applies  with  reference  to  the  Kickapoos  in 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  begaij  immediately  to  fry  to  take  them  off. 

The  Chairman.  Running  them  off  down  among  the  residents  of 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  was  better  to  prevent  that  if  I  could. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  it  would  have  been  wiser  for  you  to  have 
gone  down  there  and  called  the  Indians  together  and  had  a  talk 
with  them  as  the  representative  of  the  Government.^  * 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  Indians  had  been  prejudiced  against  me  and 
those  that  were  there  were  not  in  a  state  of  mind  to  listen  to  me. 
Thev  would  not  even  take  the  lease  money. 

The  Chairman.  They  were  afraid  you  would  do  what  some  white 
men  had  done — take  a  receipt  from  them  that  afterwards  turned  out 
to  be  a  deed  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  three  or  four  of  the  leadere 
told  me. 

The  Chairman.  That  has  been  done  repeatedly,  has  it  not  ?  They 
supposed  they  were  signing  a  receipt  for  money  and  found  out  they 
had  signed  a  deed. 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  is  what  thev  have  told  me;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Well,  we  have  discovered  some  cases  of  that  kind, 
but  you  did  not  go  down  there.  You  came  back  without  seeing  the 
Indians  at  all. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  saw  quite  a  number  of  them  in  Muzquiz  and  at 
Eagle  Pass  after  the  bill  passed. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  coming  back  to  Jim  Deer's  wife;  you  did 
not  have  any  difficulty  in  having  a  woman  like  that  identified,  did 
you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  We  would  have  the  same  difficuhy  that  we  had 
with  all  of  them,  because  I  would  send  it  to  one  of  the  bankers  at 
Douglas.  Those  bankers  did  not  know  those  Indians  individually, 
and  they  would  have  to  depend  on  somebody  to  identify  the  Indians. 

The  Chairman.  When  you  send  Outcelt  up  there  or  Mr.  Goode 
they  have  to  do  that,  do  they  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  always  arranged  that  they  had  somebody  that 
they  could  depend  on  to  identify  them. 

The  Chairman.  Whom  did  you  have  up  there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  WTien  I  left' them  with  Outcelt,  I  had  Joe  Clark. 
I  asked  him  particularly  to  assist  Mr.  Outcelt  in  identifying  them, 
and  told  Outcelt  to  pay  only  to  those  he  did  identif3\ 

The  Chairman.  You  are  the  ffuardian  of  Jim  Deer's  wife,  Xe-pah- 
hah?  . 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  She  is  a  woman  with  six  children,  is  she  not  ? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  know  how  many  children  she  has. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  expect  to  maintain  the  guardianship  of 
that  land  right  along  not^? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  for  the  present. 

The  Chairman.  How  long?  When  will  she  be  any  better  off? 
Will  she  be  any  better  off  six  months  from  now  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  She  wants  to  come  back. 

The  Chairman.  If  she  wants  to  come  back  she  can,  can  she  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  she  could  if  she  had  a  way  to  get 
a  ticket.  There  are  Indians  here  who  have  come  to  me  in  the  last 
few  days  and  shown  ifle  letters,  showing  that  she  and  Mat-ta-wah  are 
very  anxious  to  come  back. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  think  Jim  Deer  wants  to  come  back  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  think  he  does. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  not  likely  that  she  will  come  without  him? 

Mr.  Thackery.  She  has  come.  I  understood  that  she  came  back 
because  she  waa  not  well — the  climate  did  not  agree  with  her. 

The  Chairman.  She  did  not  come  back  and  abandon  her  home  or 
family,  did  she? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  only  knew  what  the  Indians  had  told  me.  She 
has  a  relative  here. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  expect  to  continue  the  guardianship  over 
this  adult  woman? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  done  until  it  is  fully  de- 
termined whether  she  is  going  to  live  here  or  not. 

The  Chairman.  We  had  her  before  the  committee  and  we  thought 
that  probably  she  might  take  care  of  herself  as  well  as  the  other 
people.  If  you  are  to  be  guardian  of  her  you  ought  to  be  guardian  of 
a  whole  lot  of  them. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Understand  me,  I  do  not  want  to  be.  If  she  is 
really  there  permanently  there  is  no  occasion  for  me  keeping  the 
guardianship  any  longer  that  I  know  of,  but  she  has  written  here  to 
O-keth-she-shaw-ome  on  the  subject. 

The  Chairman.  There  was  a  woman  who  came  before  us — I  do  not 
know  how  she  looked  even — ^but  I  remember  she  claimed  she  had  some 
money  that  was  due  her  that  she  was  in  need  of  and  she  could  not  get 
it.  I  think  it  was  $580,  and  she  was  a  sick  woman.  Do  you  know 
anything  about  that? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  recall  the  woman. 

The  Chairman.  She  has  one  or  two  children,  I  think. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  Noten's  wife. 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  Noten'sr  wife.  Now,  she  said  she 
wanted  her  money.    You  have  the  money  for  her,  have  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  that  check  here;  yes,  sir.  It  was  over- 
looked. It  should  have  been  sent  down  to  Mr.  Goode.  That  is  her 
annuity. 

The  Chairman.  Her  husband  is  here  now. 

Mr.  Thackery.  If  Noten  is  her  husband  he  is  here.  They  were 
living  together  when  they  went  down  there. 

The  Chairman.  She  came  there  before  us  as  his  wife — I  remem- 
ber now — and  we  were  told  that  she  had  children.  I  do  not  know 
how  many.  She  seemed  to  be  in  bad  shape.  Xow,  I  think  vou 
ought  to  in  some  way  get  the  money  to  her. 
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Mr.  Thackery.  I  intended  to  send  it  by  Mr.  Goode.  I  thought 
I  had  sent  him  eve^thinc. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  maybe  it  will  be  better  to  put  the  money 
in  her  hands.  I  would  not  advise  you  to  pay  it  to  the  husbancL 
but  I  think  you  ought  to  take  some  steps  with  the  agent,  and  it 
necessary  send  up  there  and  pay  it.  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
she  would  accept  it  from  Mr.  Goode  or  some  stranger. 

Mr.  Thackery.  She  will  accept  it  from  me;  I  will  guarantee 
that.     I  know  the  woman  well. 

The  Chair3ian.  There  is  a  man  named  Gostin,  probably  she  would 
take  the  money  from  him. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Perhaps  he  would  take  it  from  her.  I  have  no 
objection  to  paying  that  woman  that  particular  money  that  belongs 
to  her.     It  ought  to  be  paid. 

The  Chairman.  You  say  it  was  an  accident  that  you  have  not 
paid  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  was  an  accident,  an  oversight,  that  I  did  not 
send  it  to  Mr.  Goode.  It  was  a  Treasury  warrant.  I  hold  it  as 
such. 

The  Chairman.  Is  the  Treasury  warrant  in  her  name  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  she  asked  to  have  it  sent  to  the  Border 
National  Bank? 

Mr.  Thackery.  She  came  here  later  and  stated  she  was  going  to 
be  here  for  some  time  and  asked  me  to  have  it  sent  her,  and  I  made 
the  recommendation.     It  came  here  after  she  had  gone  back. 

The  Chairman.  Can  you  pay  Johnny  Mine  his  money  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  will  have  to  wait  until  Mr.  Goode  gets  back, 
because  we  have  issued  the  check. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  expect  Mr.  Goode  here  in  a  day  or  two,  do 
you  not  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  expect  him;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  you  ought  to  pay  Johnny  Mine.  I  do 
not  know  how  good  a  use  he  will  make  of  it,  but  the  system  of  paying 
is  in  vogue,  and  these  people  are  entitled  to  pay. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  he  will  have  a  pretty  good  time  with  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Mr.  Thackery,  w^hen  aid  you  come  here  and  take 
charge  of  this  agency? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  took  charge  October  1, 1901. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  that  some  of  these  Kickapoos  were  on  their 
allotments  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Some  of  these  Kickapoos  who  have  gone  to  Mexico, 
were  they  on  their  allotments  at  that  time  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  they  were,  many  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  become  acquainted  with  what  improvements 
they  had  made  at  that  time  before  they  went  away  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No  ;  I  was  very  busy  at  my  office, 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  your  opinion,  from  your  knowledge  of  these 
Indians  and  association  with  them,  that  if  they  had  not  been  induced 
by  others  or  encouraged  at  the  prospect  of  going  to  Mexico  that  you 
could  have  kept  them  here  and  made  them  contented  with  their 
allotments? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Certainly ;  that  is  my  opinion. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Is  there  anything  in  your  administration  of  affairs 
that  irritated  them,  and  wlio  seemed  to  think  you  would  put  some  in 
school? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  tried  to  avoid  such  irrita- 
tion and  made  no  effort  to  put  their  children  in  school. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  this  Mexican  business,  or  migration  business,  kept 
constantly  going  on  since  you  have  been  here? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  constantly.  I  will  say  that  I  made  no 
effort  with  them  to  have  their  children  come  to  school.  I  could  have 
held  their  lease  money  and  things  like  that  and  compelled  them  if  I 
chose  to  pursue  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  encouraged  them  to  send  their  children  to  school, 
did  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  vou  use  any  force  to  compel  them  to  go  to  school  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  So,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  about  this  Titus  McCoy  allotment;    Mr.  Mc- 
Laughlin came  down  here  and  investigated  that,  did  he  not? 
.Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  directed  to  go  to  Anadarko. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  he  came  here,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  he  came  from  there  over  here  and  fin- 
ished it  up. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  he  investigated  this  allotment,  did  he? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then,  he  had  been  at  Anadarko  investigating  that  end 
of  the  same  matter? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  then  came  over  here  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  it  was  his  conclusion ;  you  did  not  encourage  him 
in  any  particular  report  on  the  matter,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  ^o,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  taken  any  course  or  attitude  different  from 
that  from  what  Mr.'  McLaughlin  found  the  facts  justified  in  his 
report  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  intentionally.  I  am  not  familiar  entirelv  with 
what  his  report  was.  I  understood  it  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Indian 
had  already  been  allotted  there,  and  that  allotment  over  there  should 
be  given  to  some  other  Indian  who  was  left  out. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  your  administration  of  that  matter  have  you  done 
anything  that  you  would  advise  was  different  from  what  Mr.  Mc- 
Laughlin directed  or  found  ? 

I^.  Thackery.  Nothing  whatever. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  it  been  your  purpose  to  follow  whatever  con- 
clusions and  directions  were  found  by  the  inspector  of  the  Depart- 
ment ? 

Mr.  Thackery.    Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  suppose  he  will  have  to  follow  what  the  Depart- 
ment does,  not  wliat  the  inspector  does. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  it  been  your  purpose  in  this  matter  to  follow  the 
direction  of  the  Department  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  this  other  allotment — what  was  the  other  allot- 
ment— Rufus  Coins  was  the  allottee  here  as  a  Kickapoo? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir ;  as  a  Shawnee. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  before  you  came  into  this  office,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Jhackery.  That  he  was  allotted?    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  found  him  here? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  could  not  say  that  I  found  him  here.  He  was  an 
allottee  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  understand  he  was  afterwards  allotted  by  the 
Creek  Nation  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  At  the  time  this  contest  came  up  he  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  instituted  the  contest,  did  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  it  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Albert  Mott. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  instituted  the  contest  where — in  this  office  or  some 
other  office? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  made  a  filing  in  the  land  office  and  that  was 
rejected,  and  he  appealed  to  the  Secretarj'',  I  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  made  a  filing  on  this  boy's  allotment  here  in  Okla- 
homa? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  think  this  allotment  business  cuts  any 
figure.  We  had  better  strike  it  out  of  the  record.  We  are  not  mak- 
ing any  charge  against  Mr.  Thackery  about  this  allotment. 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  Mr.  Chairman,  but  there  wWe  a  number  of  ques- 
tions on  this  subject  that  went  into  the  record. 

The  Chairman.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  in  favor  of  striking 
it  all  out.  I  have  no  doubt  there  have  been  a  great  many  mistakes 
made  and  will  always  be  made  in  making  allotments,  and  when  the 
Department  acts  it  will  be  very  liable  to  make  mistakes. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  has  been  something  said  in  the  record  as  to 
these  double  allotments  and  Mr.  Bentley's  attitude.  I  would  like 
to  have  it  right  in  the  record. 

The  Chairman.  Very  well ;  go  on. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  this  boy  was  allotted  in  the 
Creek  Nation  or  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  understand  that  he  was,  but  I  do  not  know.  I 
have  no  information  from  the  Department  that  he  was.  Perhaps  you 
can  construe  that  as'knowing ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  your  policy  here  has  been  to  protect  his  allot- 
ment in  Oklahoma  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  This  Indian ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  you  acquainted  with  his  Oklahoma  allotment  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  character  of  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  is  just  a  fair  allotment,  not  very  good  and  not 
very  bad ;  rather  a  second  class. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  has  been  done?    Has  it  been  determined? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  this  allotment  was  canceled  and  went  to 
Mr.  Mott,  and  he  has  retained  his  Creek  allotment. 
■     Mr.  Embry.  Now,  about  this  patent;  you  say  you  delivered  some 
patents  to  Grimes? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  think  I  gave  Grimes  any. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Mr.  Benson? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Mr.  Benson  or  Mr.  Chapman,  one  or  the  other,  I 
think,  got  a  few. 
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Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  you  if  at  these  sales  after  June  21,  1906, 
you  understood  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Department  that  where  per- 
sons had  bought  that  land  to  turn  over  these  trust  patents? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  submitted  the  question  to  the  Department  to 
know  what  I  should  do  in  the  case,  and  they  advised  me  that  the 
patents  might  be  turned  over,  except  in  those  seven  cases  that  I  re- 
member.   I  had  previously  been  instructed  not  to  turn  them  over. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Yhat  ever  you  did  in  that  way  you  were  doing  under 
departmental  direction? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is,  complying  with  what  you  supposed  to  be 
the  departmental  regulations? 

Mr.  Thackery.   les^  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  that  rule  since  been  countermanded? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Only  by  myself.  When  this  question  came  up,  and 
it  appeared  that  so  much  fraud  has  been  practiced  down  there,  T 
refused  to  turn  them  over  to  anybody. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  Ives  ever  requested  you  to  turn  over  any  of  the 
patents  to  allottees,  other  than  the  first  seven? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  you  turned  those  patents  over  to  Mr. 
Benson,  had  Grimes  asked  you  for  the  same  class  of  patents,  would 
you  have  turned  them  over  to  him  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is,  for  convenience,  where  he  had  a  piece  of 
land? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  might  have  turned  him  over  one  or  two, 
but  I  do  not  think  I  did,  for  the  reason  that  he  never  asked  for 
them 

Mr.  Embry.  This  man  Graham,  the  trader  over  here — ^that  is  his 
private  business  over  there,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  is  not  a  Government  trader,  is  he  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  no  control  over  him  or  his  store? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir.  * 

Mr.  Embry.  He  has  a  right  to  make  a  trade  wherever  he  sees  fit? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  That  was  made  very  clear.  I  supposed  this  man 
was  a  Government  trader  until  I  learned  it  to-day. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  got  that  notice  that  you  issued  to  (xrimes 
upon  your  return  to  Mexico  about  not  removing  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  not  got  it  here.  When  it  was  under- 
stood that  I  was  to  make  a  copy  of  all  these  records,  I  returned 
it  to  be  copied  with  those.     I  have  not  a  copy  of  the  telegram  here. 

The  Chairman.  Tell  us  what  it  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  read  it. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  wired  him  and  notified  him  that  I  had  been 
appointed  guardian. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  it  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  before  you  went  to  Mexico,  had  Mr.  Scothom, 
the  then  acting  United  States  attorney,  suggested  that  you  go  with 
Outcelt? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  He  phoned  me  one  day  from  Guthrie  and  asked 
me  if  I  could  meet  him  at  Oklahoma  City.  When  I  got  to  Okla- 
homa City,  he  said  he  had  orders  to  send  soniiebody  down  there, 
and  insisted  that  I  should  get  somebody  to  go  along. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then,  any  reference  or  statement  in  your  report  which 
applies  to  the  Department  relative  to  that  matter  which  might  be 
construed  as  seeking  to  be  sent  was  because  you  had  been  requested 
by  Mr.  Scothorn  to  go? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  he  wrote  me  a  letter  asking  me  to  go, 
and  he  forwarded  the  letter  from  Guthrie. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  no  thought  of  it  and  took  no  interest  in 
it  until  he  so  requested  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  know  that  it  was  going  to  be  reopened 
and  investigated  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  received  directions  from  the  Department  to  go! 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  went  with  Outcelt  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  went  to  Eagle  Pass  and  arrived  there  about 
what  time? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  arrived  there  about  the  23d  of  May,  1906. 

Mr.  Embry.  And,  then,  when  did  you  go  over  to  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  somewhere  from  the  23d  to  the  30th. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  took  with  you  an  Indian  interpreter  from  this 
country  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Henry  Jones? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  known  Henry  Jones  ? 
*     Mr.  Thackery.  About  sixteen  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  have  you  know  him  to  be — ^a  man  of  good  char- 
acter and  responsibility,  or  otherwise  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have  known  him  to  be  a  man  of  good  character 
and  responsibility.  I  was  originally  employed  at  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Agency.    I  entered  the  service  there  and  knew  him  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTien  you  left  here  and  went  to  Mexico,  had  you  any 
intention  of  depending  on  any  interpreter  that  they  might  pick  up 
down  there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir ;  none  whatever. 

Mr.  Embry.  After  you  and  Outcelt  arrived  in  Mexico,  did  you  go 
to  the  public  office  down  there  where  you  thought  you  might  find  the 
deed  it  was  claimed  Bentley  had  secured  for  the  San  Francisco  plan- 
tation for  the  benefit  of  these  Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes;  we  did.  We  went  to  Monclova  for  that 
purpose.  That  is  the  recording  district  of  that  locality  or  county, 
whatever  they  call  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  at  that  time  understood  that  Bentley  and  Ives 
had  sold  some  of  this  tnust  property  in  Oklahoma,  and  had  derived 
funds  for  the  purpose  of  paving  for  that  plantation,  did  you,  or  for 
being  used  in  buymg  land  elsewhere? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  understood  that  they  had  used  Indian  money  to 
buy  land  down  there — money  that  they  had  gotten  from  the  Indians 
there  that  way,  or  from  them  direct. 
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Mr.  Embry.  And  the  first  thinff  you  did  was  to  so  to  the  public 
office  where  you  thought  the  records  might  be  found? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  we  stopped  a  day  or  two  at  Eagle  Pass 
and  went  directly  down. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  find  ther6  any  title  of  this  property  to  the 
Indian  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  None  whatever. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  where  did  you  go? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  went  back  to  Muzquiz. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  you  get  Henry  Jones,  the  interpreter? 

Mr.  Thackery.  In  Muzquiz.  We  left  him  there  at  Barroteran, 
on  the  road  to  Monclova.  He  went  from  Borroteran  out  to  Muzquiz. 
We  found  him  there  when  we  came  back. 

Mr.  Embry.  Had  you  from  any  source  learned  whether  this  San 
Francisco  property  had  been  conveyed  to  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Thackery.  We  had  not  found  out  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Embrey.  When  did  you  find  that  out  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.'  I  found  it  out  through  Mr.  Outcelt. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  place? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  it  was  after  I  had  been  up  to  Eagle  Pass 
for  a  number  of  days  while  he  was  at  Muzquiz.  During  my  stay  at 
Eagle  Pass  he  found  or  discovered  it  there  m  the  town.  It  was  in  a 
notary  public's  office,  I  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  when  you  returned  to  Muzquiz,  did  you  go  out 
to  this  Indian  village? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  went  with  you  out  there  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  first  time? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  guess  I  was  only  out  there  once.  Mr.  Outcelt 
and  two  of  those  Oklahoma  men  went. 

Mr.  Embry.  Name  them? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  it  was  Doctor  Beatty  and  Al.  Brown. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  did  Doctor  Beatty  and  Al  Brown  go  with  you 
out  there  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Thev  were  going  out  fishing  at  that  time.  We  had 
been  fishing  right  bv  the  tent,  and  we  heard  there  was  better  fishing 
out  by  the  lake,  anct  we  came  back  and  hunted  for  a  rig  to  drive  out. 
It  was  about  noon. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  take  these  men  out  there  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  them  to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  for  no  such  purpose  whatever. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  aid  them  in  securing  this  land  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  There  was  no  such  arrangement  at  all. 

Mr.  Embry.*  Did  you,  while  in  Muzquiz,  aid  anyone  in  securing 
land? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  you  returned  to  camp  that  evening  you  were 
ordered  away  from  the  camp  by  the  Indians  and  by  other  parties? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  vou  go  back  to  that  camp  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  1  did  not,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  you  remain  at  Muzquiz  before  you  came 
over  to  Eagle  Pass? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  I  came  back  to  Eagle  Pass,  and  the  next  day- 


Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  you  remain  at  Eagle  Pass  before  you 
came  home? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  went  back  to  Muzquiz  before  1  came  home.  I 
was  at  Muzquiz  about  three  weeks,  I  guess. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  or  Outcelt  have  any  mescal  or  whisky  with 
you  while  you  were  out  at  the  Indian  camp  f 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  anyone  drinking  mescal  or  beer  or  whisky 
out  there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  saw  one  bottle  of  whisky  out  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where,  and  who  had  it,  if  you  know  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Some  of  these  men  had  it  out  there  by  the  lake. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  which  one  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  they  had  it  out  by  the  lake.  Did  you  see 
them  have  it  at  the  Indian  village? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  they  giving  it  to  the  Indians  while  you  saw  it 
at  the  lake  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir ;  there  were  no  Indians  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  call  any  Indians  out  in  the  brush  and  talk 
with  them? 

Mr.  Thackery.  We  did  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  time  did  you  and  Outcelt  leave  the  village  that 
evening  to  go  back  to  Muzquiz  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Just  about  dark. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  tell  any  of  those  Indians  out  there  that  you 
came  to  pay  their  lease  money  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did.  I  did  not  tell  them  I  came  to  pay  them.  I 
told  them  I  had  it  with  me,  or  that  I  would  have  it  with  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  they  could  get  it  at  Muzquiz  or  Eagle  Pass  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  At  Muzquiz. 

Mr.  Embrf.  What  did  you  go  back  to  Eagle  Pass  for  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  went  back  to  take  up  the  situation  there  with 
the  Department,  the  Interior  Department,  and  also  with  the  Depart- 
ment for  Mr.  Outcelt. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  deemed  the  situation  such  that  you  should  go 
to  Muzquiz  and  keep  in  touch  with  your  Department? 

Mr.  Thackery.    At  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Vhy  did  you  not  comunicate  with  them  from  Muz- 
quiz ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  like  the  situation  down  there.  I  did 
not  want  to  stay  there  with  all  this  trouble  that  was  going  on.  I 
thought  perhaps  they  would  get  onto  our  telegram,  and  I  did  not 
like  the  arrangement  there  with  these  Mexican  officials  and  thought 
I  would  go  back  to  my  own  country. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  were  uneasy  somewhat  about 
being  arrested  down  there  ? 

Mr.  Thackery,    I  was  not  scared ;  no,  sir ;  I  was  not  afraid. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  got  in  comunication  with  your  Department  and 
acted  under  their  direction,  did  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.    Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  advised  them  fairly  fully,  as  it  occurred  to  you, 
of  the  facts? 

Mr.  Thackery.    I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  also  advised  Mr.  Scothorn  at  Guthrie? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir ;  I  sent  him  a  few  telegrams,  and  I  think 
a  letter. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  did  you  send  him  telegrams?  What  did  Mr. 
Outcelt  do  that  you  should  conmiunicate  with  Scothorn  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  told  me  to 

Mr.  Embry.  What  reason  did  he  give  that  you  should  do  it  ratiier 
than  he? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Because  he  did  not  w^ant  to  send  them  from  Muz- 
quiz  any  more  than  he  could  help. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  advise  you? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  told  me  l)efore  I  started 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  heard  some  of  these  telegrams  read  here, 
have  you  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  there  any  further  explanation  that  you  want  to 
make  with  reference  to  those  telegrams? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  I  explained  those  telegrams  pretty  fully 
to  Senator  Curtis. 

The  Chairman.  We  told  Mr.  Thackery,  I  think,  that  if  there  was 
anything  that  he  wanted  to  put  in  this  record  he  could  send  it  on  to 
Senator  Curtis  or  myself.  There  were  a  number  of  things  we  in- 
tended to  ask  him  about,  and  I  am  going  to  ask  him  now  when  you 
are.  through  with  your  questions. 

Mr.  Embrf.  Did  Mr.  Outcelt  write  up  those  telegrams  for  you  to 
send  after  you  left  Muzquiz,  those  that  you  were  to  send  to  Scothorn  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  all  of  them.  He  wrote  one  and  mailed  it  to 
me  in  a  letter  and  told  me  to  send  it  at  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Embry,  When  you  returned  again  to  Muzquiz,  what  was 
Outcelt  doing? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  was  trying  to  get  evidence  in  the  matter 
that  we  were  investigating. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  to  these  seven  allotments? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  were  you  at  Muzquiz  upon  vour  return 
there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  about  a  day  and  a  half  or  two  days. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Outcelt  during  that  time? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  stayed  with  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  .you  sleep  in  his  room? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  did  he  deport  himself? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  was  all  right.  He  was  not  drunk  while  I  was 
there.     There  was  nothing  wrong  with  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  you  came  home,  what  did  you  find  that 
appeared  to  be  doing  here  at  home,  with  reference  to  these  Kickapoos 
who  were  at  home  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Well,  a  bunch  of  them  came  over  to  see  me  as  soon 
as  I  got  in.  They  were  very  uneasy.  They  had  heard  about  this 
matter.  I  think  Henrj^  Murdock  had  returned,  and  perhaps  some 
of  the  others,  and  they  told  them  about  it  and  they  came  to  see  me 
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right  away.  They  were  very  anxious  to  have  something  done  to  pro- 
tect them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Had  you  advanced  the  lease  money  to  Henry  Mur- 
dock  down  there  to  enaHe  him  to  come  home? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  he  had  just  gone  down.  I  do  not  think 
he  had  any  lease  money  then. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  pay  lease  money  to  Murdock  down  there? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  paid  some  to  Steve  Mohawk. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  Effie  Douglas? 

Mr.  Thaoksry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  it  was  with  that  money  that  they  came  hcxne? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  it  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  you  came  home,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  sent  L. 
C.  Grimes  a  telegram  on  July  31, 1  think,  advising  him  that  you  had 
been  informed  that  there  were  plans  to  remove  other  Jndians  to 
Mexico,  and  forbidding  it  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  what  day  did  you  make  application  to  have  vour- 
self  appointed  the  legal  guardian  of  the  Mexican  Kickapoos  in  Okla- 
homa? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  was  July  13.  That  is,  of  those  living  in  this 
county.    It  was  July  16,  or  about  perhaps  the  18th,  I  filed  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  make  application  for  those  living  in  Okla- 
homa and  Lincoln  Oounty? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  a  few  days  later. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  part  of  your  effort  to  prevent  people  from 
taking  them  to  Mexico  under  the  pretext  that  they  had  established 
homes  in  Mexico,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  was  it,  exactly. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  following  this  application  you  were  appointed 
legal  guardian  of  most,  if  not  all,  of  tnose  Indians. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir ;  all  that  were  here,  I  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  Jim  Deer's  wife  was  in  this  country  at  that  time,  was 
she? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  how  long  she  had  been  here  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  could  not  say  definitely;  probably  anywhere 
from  a  month  to  three  months. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  not  your  principal  purpose  in  bein^  appointed 
^ardian  to  prevent  these  people  from  taking  her  to  Mexico  and  get- 
ting a  deed  from  her  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  After  you  were  appointed  guardian  of  those  Indians, 
did  they  persist  in  running  them  off  and  taking  them  to  Mexico  and 
getting  deeds  from  them  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  did. 

Mr.  E3IBRY.  I  will  ask  you,  at  the  time  when  they  wanted  to  remove 
a  bunch  of  these  Indians,  if  you  had  been  appointed  guardian  and 
consulted  attorneys  here  in  Shawnee? 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  explain  that.  You  said  there  were  so  many. 
Whom  do  you  mean  b^  "  thev  ?  " 

Mr.  Thackery.  Pnncipally  Mr.  Grimes  and  his  crowd.  Bentley 
onlv  took  one  that  I  know  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whom  do  you  mean  by  "  they  ?  " 
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Mr.  Thackery.  I  mean,  for  the  most  part,  Grimes, 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hear  of  Mr.  Bentley  sending  any  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  understood  he  was  instrumental  in  having  this 
one  woman  kidnaped. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  were  you  informed  as  to  that? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Jones,  the  deputy  marshal,  whom  I  had  asked  to 
watch  the  depot,  told  me.  I  thmk  his  son  had  brought  the  woman. 
I  am  not  positive  it  was  this  woman.  Clark,  I  think,  had  something 
to  say  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  Grimes,  Chapman,  and  the  Conine  people  Were 
running  them  off  by  the  wholesale,  were  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  they  were  taking  deeds  from  minors,  were 
they  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did  not  know  it  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  you  if  on  February  25,  1907,  after  you  had 
been  advised  that  R.  C.  Conine,  L.  C  Grimes,  Martin  J.  Bentley,  and 
W.  W.  Ives  were  talking  of  seeking  to  take  others  of  your  wards  to 
Mexico,  and  after  consultation  with  Pendleton,  Abernathjr,  and  Pow- 
ell, attorneys  of  this  city,  you  filed  a  petition  for  injunction  restrain- 
ing those  persons  from  removing  those  Indians  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  the  petition  or  a  copy  of  it  [exhibiting  a 
paper]  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Affidavit  and  everything? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Restraining  order  and  everything. 

The  Chairman.  You  had  letter  put  it  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  will  send  you  a  copy. 

Mr.  Embry.  We  offer  that  in  evidence.  Did  the  probate  judge  issue 
a  restraining  order  under  our  procedure? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  he  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  case  was  filed  under  our  rules  of  the  court  and 
the  probate  judge  issued  the  necessary  order. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  diiring  the  absence  of  the  district  judge. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  better  send  us  certified  copies. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  ask  about  one  other  thing,  Mr.  Thackery. 
Do  you  know  Ah-kis-kuck,  an  Indian  ? 

Air.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  He  has  children,  has  he  not?        ^ 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  he  has. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  not  know  he  has? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  know  he  has. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  has  he  got? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  him  down  here  as  having  a  son  and  two 
daughters? 
'Mr.  Thackery.  I  do  not  think  I  have  him  down  on  that  paper. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  down  here.    Anyhow,  he  has  children  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  had  a  guardian  appointed  for  Ah-kis-kuck's 
children  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Not  that  I  remember.  I  might  have  previous  to 
this  matter. 
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The  Chair3ian.  You  do  not  remember  to  have  had  it.  I  think  it 
was  some  time  ago,  perhaps.    These  are  minors,  as  I  understand  ? 

Mr.  Thackerv.  We  had  a  number  of  guardians  appointed ;  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Tell  me  who  the  guardians  are  and  where  they 
reside,  and  if  they  are  related  to  you,  mention  the  fact? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  can  tell  you  the  fact  at  this  time  that  they  are  not. 

The  Chairman.  It  has  been  claimed  that  they  were  relatives  of 
yours  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir ;  they  are  not. 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  know  whether  those  children  have  any 
money  due  them  or  not,  do  you  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  do  not,  at  this  time. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  leases  did  Mr.  Grimes  have? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Only  one;  that  is,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 
It  expires  the  last  of  December.  He  was  refused  any  further  lease 
upon  my  recommendation  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  because  his 
contracts  on  his  previous  leases  had  not  been  complied  with. 

The  Chairman.  He  did  not  keep  faith  with  the  office? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  is  it ;  yes,  sir.  . 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  remember  the  exact  date  of  that,  I 
suppose.    Can  you  state  just  how  long  that  was? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir,  not  exactly.  It  has  been  more  than  a  year 
ago. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  ask  you  a  question  or  two,  and  I  want  to 
be  as  brief  as  possible.  I  want  the  number  of  restrictions  that  have 
been  removed. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  a  note  of  that. 

The  Chairman.  I  wish  you  would  give  the  committee  a  statement 
as  to  what  has  been  the  result  of  removing  the  restrictions  as  to  the 
Indians  getting  rid  of  their  land  and  what  use,  if  you  know — I  do 
not  expect  you  to  individualize — but  as  a  general  rule,  what  use  they 
make  of  their  money,  whether  they  buy  other  land  or  whether  they 
waste  it  or  live  it  out,  or  what  becomes  of  it.  I  want  to  know  what 
the  policy  ought  to  be  as  to  further  removing  the  restrictions.  I 
think  it  was  a  bad  policy,  from  mv  experience  in  the  last  two  years,  to 
remove  the  restrictions  on  all  of  tlie  allotments,  and  in  many  cavSes  on 
part  of  them  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Thackery.  Most  of  the  restrictions  that  have  been  removed 
are  on  the  Pottowatomies.  In  those  cases,  I  believe,  generally  speak- 
ing, they  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  Chairman.  The  Pottowatomies  are  a  different  class  of 
Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  with  the  Shawnees  the  general  results 
have  been  bad  for  the  Indians. 

The  Chairman.  I  have  lx?en  told,  and  you  can  say  whether  cor- 
rectly or  not,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  these  Indians  that  have 
had  their  restrictions  removed,  have  disposed  of  their  land  and 
squandered  their  money. 

Mr.  Thackery.  There  are  onlv  about  10  to  15  who  have  had  the 
restrictions  removed  since  that  bill  passed.  There  are  others  who 
under  previous  acts  of  Congress  have  sold  all  their  land  with  the  same 
results. 
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The  Chairman.  Take  John  Spybuck.  He  claims  that  parties  have 
got  his  deed.  Were  his.  restrictions  removed  through  the  Depart- 
ment? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  When  was  that  done  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  About  one  or  two  months  ago. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  go  back  a  little  more  to  the  Shawnee 
matter.  I  want  vou  to  give  me  for  the  last  year  what  has  been  done 
by  the  Shawnees  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  As  I  say,  during  the  whole  time  there  have  only 
been  from  10  to  15  cases. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Just  send  us  a  report  of  that. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  will  send  in  a  c<Hnplete  list. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  you  want  to  vindicate  your  action  by  an  order 
through  the  Department  I  think  it  but  fair  mat  you  should  give  us 
the  correspondence  so  that  we  may  determine  whether  the  action  of 
the  Department  is  really  your  action  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  you  have  an  order  from  the  Department  where 
you  recommend  this  you  ought  to  be  responsible  and  not  the  Depart- 
ment ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Thackery,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  ever  since  your 
return  from  Mexico  until  some  months  ago  that  it  has  required  con- 
stant diligence  and  effort  on  your  part  to  prevent  persons  enticing 
these  persons  to  Mexico  and  netting  the  deeds  under  a  pretext  that 
they  had  removed  to  Mexico  f 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  deal. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  think  the  gravamen  of  the  offense  is 
taking  them  to  Mexico.  If  they  are  not  residents  of  Mexico  a  deed 
from  them  is  an  absolute  nullity.    Is  that  not  a  fact  under  this  law  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  But  pardon  me.  Hereafter — they  took  them  there 
under  the  tlieory  that  they  would  become  residents  hereafter.  That 
was  the  trouble — the  hereafter  business — "now  or  hereafter." 

The  Chairman.  But  it  has  not  been  confined  to  those  who  have 
gone  over  there  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Mr.  Thackery,  you  know  a  girl  named  Emma 
Garland,  do  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  t  want  you  to  examine  this  writing  and  state  where 
you  got  it  [handing  witness  a  paper]. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  got  it  from  Ah-Ko-the. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  the  handwriting? 

Mr.  Thackery.  1  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  would  like  Mr.  Bentley  to  examine  that  and  see  if 
it  is  his  signature. 

Mr.  Bentley  (after  examining  paper).  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  signa- 
ture. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  desire  to  read  it  in  the  record  at  this  time.  Ciudad 
Porfirio  Diaz,  September  24,  1904,  with  certain  indorsements  on  the 
back  of  it.  ^'Due  Emma  Garland  the  sum  of  $2,000.  Payable  at 
convenience  of  payor.     M.  J.  Bentley."    AMiat,  as  far  as  you  have 
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been  able  to  ascertain,  has  been  Mr.  Bentley's  disposition  to  borrow 
money  from  those  Kiekapoo  Indians? 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  has  borrowed  a  good  deal  of  it,  I  understand, 
on  such  security  as  that. 

Mr.  Embrt.  State  any  other  instances  you  have  in  mind  to  illus- 
trate the  methods  of  his  business. 

Mr.  Thackery.  He  borrowed  a  considerable  amount  from  We-ah- 
che-kah  and  here  in  the  public  fair-ground  tract,  the  Pah-pah-shek 
allotment  We  paid  her  approximately  $10,000  at  the  office  in  cash, 
in  currency,  aid  I  think  she  rode  back  to  town  with  Willard  Johnston, 
president  of  the  State  National  Bank,  and  I  think  he  drove  her  up 
to  Mr.  Bentley's  house,  and  there  she  turned  the  money  over  to  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  you  think  that? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Mr.  Graham  told  me  about  it  atterwards,  and 
said  he  was  following  them  up  to  collect  accounts. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  she  turned  it  over  to  Mr. 
Bentley  or  not? 

Mr.  ThAckery.  She  said  she  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  your  advice? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The   Chairman.  Mr.    Bentley   says   that  is   correct;   she   turned 
it  over  to  him.     Do  you  know  anything  about  the  further  course 
of  that  money  ? 
--  Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  none  whatever. 

The  Chairman.  Whowas  this  Indian  that  turned  it  over  to  him? 
Is  she  intelligent  or  otherwise? 

Mr.  Thackery.  She  is  childish,  just  like  the  others.  She  is  not 
an  imbecile,  but  she  does  not  know  the  value  of  money. 

The  Chairman.  Is  she  capable  of  knowing  the  statement  of  her 
account  with  anyone? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  In  her  dealing  with  Mr.  Bentley  or  anybody  else 
in  the  matter  of  loaning  money  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  she  had  any  apprehen- 
sion of  what  amount  of  money  she  had. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  similar  transactions? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  think  Mary  Penetho  turned  him  over  approxi- 
mately the  same  amount  down  here  back  of  Crisney's  store.  Mr. 
Clark,  I  think,  witnessed  the  transaction. 

The  Chairman.  Examine  that  signature  and  state  if  that  is  Mr. 
Bentley's  name  to  that  note. 

Mr.  Thackery  (after  examining).  It  is. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  general  information, 
whether  a  suit  was  filed  by  Mary  Penetho  on  this  note  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Wliat  was  your  general  information  as  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  suit? 

Mr.  Thackery.  She  came  over  to  me  and  complained  that  she 
could  not  get  the  money,  and  after  making  several  such  complaints 
I  went  with  her  to  Judge  Wood's  office  here  in  Shawnee,  and  he  pre- 
pared papers  for  us  to  file  and  he  was  to  get  some  fee,  I  have  for- 
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gotten  what  it  was.     It  was  agreed  upon  there;  but  later  Mr.  Bentley 
came  back  and  I  think  went  with  the  woman. 

The  Chairmax.  Are  you  speaking  from  knowledge  or  general 
information  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  General  information.  Mr.  Graham,  however, 
went  with  me  over  to  Tecumseh  and  dismissed  the  suit  and  gave  her 
four  or  five  notes  in  small  amounts. 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  your  information  that  those  compromised 
notes  have  been  paid  or  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  She  told  me  that  some  of  them  had  been  paid  and 
some  of  them  had  not.     I  saw  the  notes. 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  your  information  that  the  suit  is  now  pend- 
ing in  the  district  court  of  this  county  against  Mr.  Bentley  to  recover 
the  balance  on  those  notes? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  think  she  went  with  him  and  dis- 
misvsed  it. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  the  state  of  this  Emma  Garland  account 
now,  if  you  know? 

Mr.  Thackery.  There  was  an  administrator  appointed  for  her, 
and  an  action  has  been  brought  to  have  him  account  for  the  funds 
received  for  her  by  the  administrator. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  look  after  that  matter  and  give  encour- 
agement to  the  appointment  of  an  administrator  to  see  that  those  ac- 
counts were  properly  settled? 

Mr.  Thackery.    Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  deemed  it  your  duty  to  look  after  the  in- 
terest of  those  Indians  and  see  that  their  rights  were  properly  pro- 
tected in  the  court? 

Mr.  Thackery.    Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  encourage  it?     ^ 

Mr.  Thackery.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr  Embry.  Now,  this  fair  ground  transaction.  In  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Bentley  to  Joe  Clark  of  October  25,  1902,  there  is  this  paragraph: 
"Wire  me  in  case  the  fair  ground  matter  comes" 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  not  already  in  the  record? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir;  and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  put  it  in  again. 
Does  that  relate  to  the  same  fair  ground  transaction  mentioned  in  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Benson  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  the  only  fair  ground  tract  that  I 
know  of.    She  was  one  of  the  heirs. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  the  stenogi-apher  to  identify  this  as  a  proper 
exhibit  and  will  submit  it,  and  it  can  be  put  in  if  the  committee  de- 
sires. 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  covers  accounts  of  108  Kickapoos  who  are  or 
have  been  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  want  to  submit  it  in  evidence  and  the  committee  may 
condense  it.    Mr.  Thackery,  this  Exhibit  "A"  is  a  statement  of  what  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  is  a  statement  of  the  funds  paid  to  108  different 
Kickapoos,  I  believe,  w^ho  are  now  or  have  been  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  cause  that  to  be  made  by  the  regular  official 
force  of  your  office  upon  my  request? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  did. 


AFFAIRS  OF  THE   MEXICAN   KICKAPOO  INDIANS,  1195 

Mr.  Embry.  These  108  Kickapoos  are  persons  who  from  informa- 
tion have  been  in  Mexico  considerably  during  the  last  few  years? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  108  includes  two  Shawnees. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  all  these  108  are  now  in  Mexico 
or  not? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  great  majority  of  them  are.  There  might  be 
a  few  who  are  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  notice  in  this  fiscal  account,  the  lease  account,  it 
shows  what  item? 

Mr. .  Thackery.  It  shows  the  amount  of  lease  money  paid  the 
Indians  named  since  I  took  charge,  the  date  and  number  of  the 
check,  and  the  amount. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  first  column  on  the  left  is  the  amount  of  pay- 
ment? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  middle  column  is  the  check  number? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  last  to  the  right  is  the  amount  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  I  notice  here  items  headed  "  Annuity  account.'' 
What  is  that? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  is  both  interest  and  principal  that  they  have 
received,  the  interest  coming  through  us  and  the  annuity  paid  both 
through  us  and  through  the  Border  National  Bank  of  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  notice  here  that  upon  some  of  the  warrants  are  in- 
dorsed the  words  "Eagle  Pass."    What  is  that  inserted  to  indicate? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  warrant  was  put  through  the  bank  at  Eagle 


Mr.  Embry.  I  notice  another  form  of  account  here  which  is  indi- 
cated "deed  account."    What  does  that  refer  to  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  That  makes  a  showing  of  the  money  paid  to  them 
derived  from  all  heirship  Indian  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Moneys  that  come  through  your  office  and  paid  to 
them? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir ;  paid  through  our  office  to  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  These  amounts  do  not  contain  the  items  of  heirship 
money  that  were  paid  upon  sales  to  the  heirs  direct  before  the  rule  of 
the  Secretary  requiring  them  to  be  paid  into  your  office,  does  it  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  it  does. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  includes  all  since  the  passage  of  the  bill,  does  it  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir;  all  of  those  Indians  named. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  taken  the  precaution  and  care  to  give  in- 
structions to  your  official  force  to  make  the  statement  full  and  correct 
as  indicated  by  the  entries? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  have. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  believe  it  to  be  such? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  We  offer  that  in  evidence  as  Exhibit  "A." 

The  Chairman.  That  is  very  voluminous  and  will  be  put  in  the 
Appendix. 

The  Chairman.  Does  that  include  the  money  that  had  been  paid 
through  the  bank  by  the  Treasuiy  Department? 
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Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  these  are  marked  "  Eagle 
Pass  "  for.  In  other  words,  it  is  intended  to  show  all  these  Indians 
down  there  have  received. 

The  Chairman.  Does  that  show  what  Mah-ma-she-kah  paid? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  it  does.  Here  is  her  ac- 
count.   It  does  not  show.    If  it  did,  it  would  be  marked  "  Eagle  Pass." 

The  Chairman.  Johnny  Mine's  account  is  not  there,  is  itf 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  his  account  is  here  [indicating]. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  does  it  show  to  be  due  him? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  does  not  show.  I  will  prepare  that  lat«r  and 
send  it  to  you.    This  shows  the  amount  paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  does  it  show  the  last  payment,  and  how  much, 
made  to  Johnny  Mine? 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  date  of  the  check,  the  last  payment  made  by 
me,  was  November  16,  1903.  That  is  an  annuity  check.  The  last 
lease  check  is  June  15,  1905.  The  last  deed  check  is  for  his  heirship 
interest,  $338.67.    It  was  March  9,  1904. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  see  any  checks  in  there  unless  they  have 
been  paid. 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  not  unless  we  have  delivered  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  in  leasing  these  Kickapoo  Indian  lands  and 
other  Indian  land,  has  it  been  your  purpose,  or  the  rule  of  the  office, 
to  require  full  cash  rents? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Or  did  they  have  improvements  as  part  considera- 
tion of  the  rent? 

Mr.  Thackery.  It  depends  on  the  land.  If  the  land  is  already  in 
cultivation  the  consideration  is  usually  in  cash,  unless  it  is  to  build 
a  new  house.  They  encourage  everyone  to  build  a  new  house  on 
it  as  part  of  the  consideration.  In  order  to  get  a  new  house  thafc 
is  of  any  value  we  must  necessarily  put  the  cash  consideration  very 
low  in  the  lease.  So  some  of  those  leases  have  very  small  cash  consid- 
eration. In  those  cases  the  chances  are  if  it  is  a  good  piece  of  land 
that  most  of  the  consideration  is  improvement  in  the  way  of  fences 
or  houses,  or  the  breaking  of  new  land,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  anything  about  this  Hampton  con- 
test out  here  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  What  do  you  know  about  it? 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  know  I  had  a  pretty  hard  fight  against  Bentley 
to  keep  Hampton  from  getting  a  homestead  on  it. 

The  Chairman.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Hampton  filed  a  contest 
on  an  allotment  out  there,  did  he? 

Mr.  Thackery.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  submit  the  record  of  that. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  at  any  time,  in  Mexico  or  elsewhere, 
give  to  any  of  these  Indians  mescal  or  beer,  or  intoxicants? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  never  did,  anywhere. 

The  Chairman.  Did  George  Outcelt  give  them  any  in  your  pres- 
ence ;  did  you  see  him  give  them  any  ? 

Mr.  Thackery.  No,  sir;  I  never  did.  I  never  saw  him  give  any 
in  my  presence. 
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Statement  of  patents  issued  to  Absentee  Shaicnee  Indians  through  the  United 
States  Indian  Agency,  Shawnee,  Okla. 


Allot- 
No.  '  ment 

!    No. 


ll 

184 

2 

42 

S 

49 

4 

20 

6 

136 

6 

183 

7 

184 

8  1 

191 

9 

18 

10 

14 

11  1 

29 

12  ' 

64 

18 

109 

14 

239 

16  1 

171 

16  , 

427 

Alford,  Nellie 

Brady,  Katie 

Brady,  Nannie 

Cigar,  or  Si-ka-way 

Canal  is,  Elkana 

Panther,  Billy 

Panther,  Collins... 
Shawneegro.  Birdie. 
Shawnee,  Eva 

Shawnee.  Walter . . 

Shincis.  Frank 

Spy  buck,  Jennie. . . 

Spybuck,  John 

Tyner,  Charles 

Tarharty,  Martin . . 
Worth,  Tonley 


Description. 


SE.  J  NE.  J  sec.  30,  T.  11,  R.  6 

8E.  i  8W,  J  sec.  22.  T.  10.  R.  3 : 

8.  i  SE.  i  sec.  29,  T.  10,  R.  3 

E.  i  NW.  J  and  W.  i  NE,  i  sec.  6,  T.  9,  R.  4 

Lot  2.  sec.  26,  T.  10,  R.  3 

Lots4,6,6,8ec.  28.  T.  lO.R.  4 

S.  iSE.  A  8ec.  33. T.  10,  R.  4 

8W.  i  NE.  J  sec.  23,  T.  11,  R.  2 

E.  I  lot  6,  sec.  26,  T.  10,  R.S;  W.  i  NE.  i  NE.  i  sec 
36.T.10,  R.  8. 

N.  i  SW.  A  sec.  36.  T.  10.  R.  3 

E.  4  SE.  i  sec.  6.  T.  9,  R.  4 

Lot  3,  sec.  4,  T.  9,  R.  4 

N.  i  SW.  isec,  22,  T.  10,  R.  3 

8W.  J  NE.  i  sec.  80.  T.  11.  R.  5 

E.  4  SW.  J  sec.  14,  T.  11.  R.  4 

N.  4  SW.  i  sec.  16,  T.  9,  R.  1 


Date  issued. 


Sept.  10,1907 

Do. 

Do. 
May  6,1907 
Apr.  9,1907 
Oct.  9,1907 
June  28, 1907 
Apr.     9,1907 

Do. 

Do. 
Aug.  19,1907 
Oct.  11,1907 
Sept.  10,1907 
July  2,1907 
June  13, 1907 
Aug.  19,1907 


The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

JANE  HILL,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  and  her  interpreter 
(Joe  Hill)  being  similarly  sworn,  testified  as  follows: 

Senator  Citrtis.  \Miat  is  your  name? 

Jane  Hill.  Jane  Hill. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  old  are  you? 

Jane  Hill.  I  am  49. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  a  son? 

Jane  Hill.  I  have  one  boy. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  his  name? 

Jane  Hill.  Bill  Johnson. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  he  the  only  son  you  have  ? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  he  the  only  boy  you  have  ever  had  ? 

Jane  Hill.  That  is  all  I  have  got. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  old  is  he? 

Jane  Hill.  Nineteen  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  vou  ever  have  a  son  by  the  name  ot  Titus  Mc- 
Coy? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  have  a  son  called  Titus  McCoy  ? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  remember  Mr.  McLaughlin,  who  claims  to  be 
United  States  Indian  inspector?  He  was  out  at  your  place,  was  he 
not? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  do  not  know  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  came  from  Washington? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  talk  with  you  about  your  boy  ? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  he  did  come,  what  time  of  the  night? 

Jane  Hill.  About  8  o'clock  at  night. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  did  he  stay? 
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Jane  Hill.  Until  about  12  o'clock. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  talk  at  all  about  your  son? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  tell  him  you  only  had  the  one  boy  ? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  you  tell  him  he  was  only  19  years  of  age,  or 
what  did  you  tell  him  about  your  vson's  age? 

Jane  Hill.  I  said  about  15  at  that  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  tell  him  you  never  had  but  the  one  son  ? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  AMiere  was  that  son  allotted? 

Jane  Hill.  He  had  an  allotment  down  at  Anadarko. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  tribe  did  he  belong  to,  or  what  tribe  had  he 
the  Indian  blood  of? 

Jane  Hill.  Half  Caddo  and  half  Shawnee. 

Senator  Curtis.  His  father  was  a  Caddo? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  his  mother  a  Shawnee? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhat  was  his  father's  name? 

Jane  Hill.  Frank  Johnson. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  take  an  allotment  for  him  over 
among  the  Shawnees? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  when  Mr.  McLaughlin  was  there? 
You  remember  talking  to  him? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  he  talk  to  you  about  this? 

Jane  Hill.  He  came  over  there  about  8  o'clock  and  quit  talking 
about  12. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  ate  supper  at  your  house  that  night,  did  he  not? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir.  The  fellow  was  named  Thomas  Alfred,  an 
Indian  fellow. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  McLaughlin  everything  about  this 
case — everything  about  it? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  McLaughlin  all  about  your  boy — how 
old  he  was  and  what  his  name  was  ? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir.  He  asked  me  how  old  was  my  boy,  and  I  told 
him  15. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  answer  all  of  Mr.  McLaughlin's  questions 
that  he  asked  you  ? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir;  he  talked  a  whole  lot,  I  can  not  say  what. 
I  did  not  understand  much.    He  was  talking  pretty  nearly  all  night. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  sign  an  affidavit  or  refuse  to  sign  an  affidavit  ? 

Jane  Hill.  Xo,  sir;  I  would  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiy  would  you  not  sign  it? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  say,  why  would  you  not  sign  it? 

Jane  Hill.  Because  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  did  not 
know  what  Mr.  McLaughlin  said. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Mr.  McLaughlin  talk  to  anybody  else  there 
about  it? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 


AFFAIBS  OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO  INDIANS.  1199 

Mr.  Embrit.  Did  you  have  an  interpreter? 

Jane  Hill.  Sometimes,  Thomas  Alfred. 

Mr.  Embrt.  He  was  your  interpreter  when  you  were  talking  to  Mr. 
McLaughlin  ? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understood  what  he  said  to  Mr.  McLaughlin,  did 
you  not? 

Jane  Hill.  Of  course  I  did  not  know  anything  about  McLaughlin 
that  time,  when  he  came  into  my  house.  That  boy  said  there  was 
one  allotment  down  there  in  Anadarko,  and  McLaughlin  told  me  I 
had  an  allotment  here.    I  do  not  know  anything  about  Titus  McCoy. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understood  him  when  he  talked  to  you  ? 

Jane  Hill.  A  little. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  can  talk  about  as  good  as  the  interpreter,  can 
you  not? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir;  he  beats  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  need  an  interpreter  now,  do  you  ? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Just  answer  my  questions  now  yourself.  What  time 
of  the  day  did  McLaughlin  come  to  your  house? 

Jane  Hill.  About  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Mr.  Alfred  come  along  with  him? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  they  put  up  their  team  or  hitch  it  ? 

Jane  Hill.  They  tied  him  outdoors  all  night  about  midnight;  12 
o'clock 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  there  anybody  at  your  house  when  they  got 
there? 

Jane  Hill.  My  man  and  my  sister. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  kind  of  a  looking  man  is  McLaughlin? 

Jane  Hill.  He  is  a  great  big  fat  man. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  very  careful  to  ask  you  questions  all  about 
things  about  the  boy? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  that  kind 
of  case. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  yo*i  explained  to  him,  did  you  not,  about  the  boy; 
did  you  not  tell  him  all  about  the  boy? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  did  you  not  tell  him  all  about  that  boy  ?  What 
was  your  husband's  name? 

Jane  Hill.  Joe  Hill. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  your  former  husband's  name,  your  other 
husband  ? 

Jane  Hill.  Frank  Johnson. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  you  live  over  with  the  Caddos  ? 

Jane  Hill.  About  six  years  I  lived  over  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  lived  over  here  ? 

Jane  Hill.  I  have  lived  here  fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  talked  frequently  to  Mr. 
McLaughlin,  did  you  not  ? 

Jane  Hill.  I  do  not  understand  you. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  talked  with  him  like  you  are  talkirg  to  me  now  ? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  talk  to  him  much,  just  a  little  bit. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  talked  to  him  all  you  wanted  to  talk  to  him,  did 
you  not  ?     You  answered  his  questions  like  you  are  answering  mine  ? 

Jane  Hill.  I  did  not  say  anything  to  him.  He  asked  how  old  my 
boy  was,  and  I  told  him  15. 

Mr.  Emery.  What  is  your  boy's  Indian  name? 

Jane  Hill.  A-lan-o-ta-ko-thet. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  Indians  all  called  him  by  his  Indian  name,  did 
they  not? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  "WTien  he  was  allotted  they  called  him  by  his  Indian 
name? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  never  heard  him  called  by  this  other  name  until 
after  he  was  allotted,  did  you? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Isn't  it  a  fact  that  before  he  was  allotted  over  here 
with  the  Shawnees  he  had  no  English  name?  That  is,' he  had  no 
McCoy,  only  Bill  Johnson,  name  at  all? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  have  any  McCoy  or  Bill  Johnson  name  before 
he  was  given  an  allotment  here  with  the  Shawnees;  he  just  had  the 
Indian  name,  did  he  not? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  they  were  allotting  these  boys,  they  did  not 
know  any  Johns(m  or  McCoy  name.  The  allotting  agent  gave  them 
a  name  often,  did  he  not,  like  a  white  man's  name? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  they  allotted  your  boy  over  there,  did  they  not 
give  him  a  name  like  a  white  man's  name  ? 

Jane  Hill.  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  \Mien  they  allotted  him  with  the  Shawnees,  you  do 
not  know  whether  they  called  him  Titus  McCoy? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  J^mbry.  The  Indians  always  called  him  by  the  Indian  name? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  ever  known  as  Titus  McCoy? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  ever  known  as  Billie  McCoy? 

Jane  Hill.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  ever  known  as  Billie  Johnson?  Did  not 
the  men  call  him  Bill  Johnson  ? 

Jane  Hill.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  boy's  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  not  call  him  Biljie  sometimes  for  short? 

Jane  Hill.  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  has  his  name  been  Bill  Johnson? 

Jane  Hill.  We  called  him  that  since  the  time  he  was  a  little  bit  of 
a  boy  about  four  months  old. 

Tlie  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  want  the  record  to  show  that  Mr.  George  Out- 
celt  asked  permission  to  send  to  the  committee  an  affidavit  of  state- 
ments covering  any  matters  submitted  in  evidence  since  he  was  on 
the  stand  in  Washington,  and  I  would  like  the  record  to  show  that 
Senator  Curtis  requested  that  Mr.  Bentley  be  examined  in  Shawnee 
at  this  time. 
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The  Chairman.  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  do  it.  We  have  made 
every  preparation  to  go  home.  Besides,  I  think  there  are  other 
reasons  why  it  should  not  be  done. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  would  be  manifestly  unjust  to  the  Com- 
missioner, if  I  should  testify  here.  He  has  made  very  damaging 
statements  in  regard  to  me  and  I  think  he  ought  to  be  permitted  to 
cross-examine  me. 

The  Chairman.  There  are  certain  documents  that  we  ought  to 
have  on  hand  when  we  examine  Mr.  Bentley.  And  Mr.  Bentley  will 
want  them,  and  while  we  shall  not  probably  have  the  pleasure  of  Mr. 
Embry's  attendance,  the  Department  is  well  supplied  with  competent 
men  to  take  Mr.  Embry's  place.  I  do  not  see  now  we  can  proceed 
with  Mr.  Bentley  to-night. 

Mr.  Thackery.  They  have  not  all  the  same  familiarity  with  the 
case,  Mr.  Chairman. 

The  Chairman.  If  Mr.  Embry  can  come  with  us,  it  will  be  entirely 
satisfactory.  If  not,  I  think  there  is  a  gentleman  in  the  office  now 
who  is  very  competent  in  all  particulars,  Mr.  Woodruff.  I  know  he 
is  specially  interested  in  the  Indians,  and  he  is  a  bright  young  man. 
There  will  be  no  trouble  about  the  Department  supplying  their 
assistants.  Mr.  Bentley's  testimony  will  take  at  least  a  day,  and  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned  I  do  not  see  how  we  could  spend  the  time  now. 
So  I  propose  we  adjourn  this  committee  when  we  get  through  here 
to-night,  and  examine  Mr.  Bentley  in  Washington.  If  Mr.  Out  celt 
thinks  he  ought  to  be  examined  further  and  comes  to  Washington,  I 
will  be  willing  to  examine  him.  Or  he  can  send  in  anything  he 
wants  and  have  it  verified  before  an  officer. 

The  subcommittee  thereupon,  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.,  adjourned  to 
meet  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Subcommittee  of  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 

United  States  Senate, 
Washington,  D.  C,  December  S,  1007. 
The  sul>committee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  pursuant  to  notice. 
Present:  Senators  Teller  (chairman),  Curtis,  and  La  FoUette;  also 
•Mr.  John  Embry,  United  States  attorney  for  Oklahoma,  and  Mr. 
M.  J.  Bentley,  representing  the  Mexican  Kickapoo  Indians. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  understand  it,  I  am  expected  to 
make  a  general  statement  at  this  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  desire  to  ask  you  some  preliminary  questions, 
and  then  you  may  proceed  with  your  statement. 

STATEMENT  OF  MABTIN  J.  BENTLEY. 

Martin  J.  Bentley,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  State  vour  name  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Martin  J.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  \Miat  is  your  age  and  place  of  residence  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  47  years  old.    My  home  is  at  Shawnee,  Okla. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  at  Shawnee,  Okla.  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Nearly  seventeen  years. 
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Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  acquainted  with  what  is 
known  as  the  Kicking  Kickapoo  band  of  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Since  about  1893  or  1894. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  individual  members  of 
that  band  of  Indians  beiore  that  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  perhaps  three  or  four  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  state  to  the  committee  your  first 
connection  with  Kicking  Kickapoo  band  of  Indians. 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  My  active  connection  with  them,  do  you  mean  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  active  ^connection  with  the  affairs  of  the  Kicka- 
poos  began  in  the  winter  of  1894.  At  the  time  the  Kickapoos  were 
in  bad  repute  with  the  Indian  Department  because  of  the  circum- 
stances leading  up  to  their  forcible  allotment  and  the  sale  of  their 
surplus  lan4s  m  excess  of  80  acres  without  their  consent. 

That  majority  element  of  the  tribe  known  as  Kicking  Kickapoos 
had  refused  to  treat  for  the  sale  of  their  lands  and  were  refusing 
absolutely  to  have  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  question  of  allot- 
ment. W'^hen  the  allotting  agent  arrived,  they  moved  to  another  valley 
10  miles  to  the  north  and  thereafter  refused  to  confer  with  agen^ 
of  the  Government,  and  more  particularlv  the  Indian  agent  in  charge, 
the  late  General  Thomas,  who,  instead  of  by  persuasion,  attempted  to 
control  them  by  force. 

They  numbered  about  200,  while  the  progressives  or  minority  band 
numbered  near  50. 

Allotments  and  schools  were  the  two  great  bugaboos  except  the 
deputy  United  States  marshals,  who  swooped  down  upon  them  regu- 
larly, taking  sometimes  one  and  sometimes  two  wagonloads  of  them 
to  the  Federal  jail,  80  miles  away.  This  was  done  not  because  the 
Indians  were  guilty  of  any  violation  of  law,  but  because  it  was  profit- 
able to  the  marshals. 

Thirty  were  in  the  Federal  jail  at  Guthrie  charged  with  introduc- 
ing whiskey,  which  charge  it  developed  later  was  absolutely  false, 
Wnen  one  blustery  December  day  a  posse  of  marshals  appeared  at 
the  village  and  announced  that  they  had  come  to  arrest  and  take  their 
children  away  from  them,  the  trouble  began. 

The  children  took  to  the  brush,  disappearing  like  a  flock  of  quail. 
Their  parents  were  commanded  to  call  them  in,  which  they,  of  course, 
refused  to  do.  One  old  squaw  with  a  grandchild  on  her  back  was 
nearly  scalped  by  a  6-shooter  in  the  hands  of  a  deputy  because  she 
would  not  surrender  the  child.  The  old  men  were  clubbed  and 
maimed,  and  finally  all  the  adults  in  the  camp  were  arrested  and 
brought  before  the  United  States  commissioner  at  Shawnee,  Okla.,  18 
miles  from  the  Indian  village. 

I  inquired  of  the  deputies  what  the  Indians  were  charged  with, 
and  they  notified  me  that  it  was  none  of  my  business — that  if  I  inter- 
ested myself  too  much  I  would  get  a  trip  to  Guthrie.  I  appeared 
before  the  Commission  when  they  were  arraigned  and  insisted  that 
they  were  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  were  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  the  law  as  other  citizens  of  the  country.  After  much 
effort  and  the  aid  of  the  few  property  owners  then  in  Shawnee,  I 
succeeded  in  making  bond  for  the  appearance  of  all  of  them,  and 
they  were  released.     Shortly  after  this,  through  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
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Field,  those  imprisoned  at  Guthrie  were  released  and  came  home. 
The  deputy  marshals  threatened  us,  and  the  Indian  agent  became 
furious.  He  said  we  were  interfering  with  the  policy  of  the  Depart- 
ment toward  th^  Indians  and  defeating  him  in  his  efforts  for  their 
advancement,  yet  at  no  time  nor  in  any  way  had  we  done  other  than 
to  aid  the  Indian  in  securing  the  protection  of  the  law. 

The  Indians  hadebtablished  their  village  on  the  land  that  had 
been  given  by  the  Government  to  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma  for 
school  purposes.  The  Territory  had  leased  these  lands,  and  the 
lessees  were  demanding  possession,  but  the  Indians  would  not  move. 
The  Indian  agent  had  asted  that  the  United  States  cavalry  stationed 
at  Fort  Reno  DC  detailed  to  aid  him  in  moving  the  Indians  off  of  the 
school  lands  and  putting  them  on  their  allotments.  The  Indians  in 
some  way  found  this  out,  and  sent  a  delegation  of  their  strongest 
men  to  Washington  to  learn  from  the  President's  own  lips  if  he  was 
going  to  permit  them  to  be  moved  by  the  bayonet.  After  their 
arrival  in  Washington  they  first  went  to  the  Indian  Office.  The 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  Hon.  D.  M.  Browning,  told 
them  they  were  a  pack  of  dirtv,  kicking  scoundrels.  He  ordered 
them  out  of  the  Indian  Office  ana  Warned  them  not  to  return,  sent  his 
messenger  to  Beverage's  Hotel  and  told  the  proprietor  the  Commis- 
sioner said  to  kick  them  out  into  the  street — that  they  were  a  lot  of 
kicking  vagabonds,  that  the  Government  had  no  use  for  them  and 
would  not  pay  for  any  subsistence  or  shelter  that  he  might  give  them. 

They  then  appealed  to  President  Cleveland,  who  in  my  presence 
told  them  that  he  was  aware  that  th^y  had  been  robbed  and  deceived ; 
that  he  was  ashamed  of  his  countrymen  for  such  doings;  that  while 
he  could  not  undo  the  great  wrong  that  had  been  done  them,  he  was 
willing  to  aid  them ;  that  they  should  not  only  be  fed  and  sheltered 
while  m  Washington,  but  should  be  provided  with  clothes  and  other 
necessities.  He  told  them  if  they  would  try  to  make  the  best  of 
their  sad  situation  he  would  ask  Congress  to  appropriate  money  to 
enable  them  to  make  new  homes  and  to  improve  their  lands  and  to 
start  anew,  and  that  he  would  permit  them  to  nominate  their  own 
agent. 

The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  view  of  having  so  harshly 
treated  the  Indians  and  of  the  Office  prejudice  against  them  because 
they  would  not  yield  to  imposition,  strongly  opposed  the  President's 
disposition,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  signified  a  decided 
unwillingness  that  they  should  be  permitted  to  nominate  their  agent. 
The  President's  well-loiown  will  prevailed,  however,  and  he  in  every 
way  fulfilled  his  promise  to  the  Kickapoos.  This  just  and  consistent 
treatment  in^ired  the  confidence  of  the  Indians,  but  increased  the 

{)rejudice  of  the  Department  against  them.     The  then  chief  of  the 
and  division  of  the  Indian   Office,  now  Assistant   Commissioner, 
from  that  day  to  this  has  failed  to  become  reconciled. 

Mr.  Embry.  Pardon  me.  What  was  the  name  of  the  last  officer 
you  named! 

Mr.  Bentley.  Larrabee.  The  Kickapoos  under  the  new  condition 
brought  about  by  the  President's  interference  moved  onto  their 
allotments,  built  houses,  broke  out  and  inclosed  fields,  and  became 
tillers  of  the  soil  in  earnest,  and  in  1901  they  were  in  a  prosperous 
and  progressive  condition.    At  this  time  the  Department  over  their 
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protest  put  them  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  bonded  school  superin- 
tendent, and  a  new  and  different  policy  was  adopted.    Within  a  fe\r 
months  after  this  change  their  best  mules  were  stolen  and  driven 
away  by  white  people,  a  trader's  store  was  established  by  friends 
of  the  asent  near  the  agency  which  destroyed  the  credit  of    the 
Indians  elsewhere  and  with  the  result  that  the  Kickapoo's  lease  and 
annuity  money  only  bought  him  half  as  much  as  it  did  before.     In- 
dians who  had  farmed  and  managed  their  own  affairs  up  to  this 
time  were  not  only  permitted  but  were  encouraged  to  lease  their 
allotments  so  that  the  revenue  from  their  farms  would  pass  into 
the  hands  of  the  agent  and  from  his  hands  to  the  coffers  of  the 
traders.     Guardians  were  appointed  for  minor  children  where  the 
parents  were  living  and  the  allotments  of  the  children  which  had 
theretofore  been  farmed  by  the  parents  were  leased  without  their 
consent  and  from  under  them.    A  renegade  element  of  neighlx>ring 
tribes   found   that  they  could  prey   upon  the  Kickapoos   without 
interference  from  the  agent;  some  were  assaulted  and  maimed  and 
were  neither  given  medical  treatment  nor  moral  support  by  the  agent 
because  they  expressed  confidence  in  and  friendliness  for  me.     The 
result  was  the  Kickapoos  again  fell  into  a  state  of  disaffection ;  they 
said,  "  The  Government  has  quit  our  agent,  and  we  will  quit  the  Gov- 
ernment; we  will  go  back  to  Mexico,  where  we  can  have  our  own 
agent  and  have  some  voice  in  the  conduct  of  our  affaii-s."     They 
moved  and  would  have  been  contented  and  successful  in  their  new 
location  if  the  plainly  expressed  will  of  C^ongress  had  not  by  indirec- 
tion been  thwarted.  * 

I  feel  that  circumstances  warrant  the  assertion  that  the  Indian 
Office  failed  to  give 'me  the  encouragement  that  my  effort  and  my 
success  with  the  Kickapoos  merited.  I  worked  upon  the  theory  that 
labor  was  the  salvation  of  the  Indians  and  that  labor  l)eing  a  liabit, 
that  by  persuasion  it  could  be  established  among  the  Indians,  and  1 
know  I  did  establish  it  and  with  the  active  continuous  opposition 
of  some  of  my  superiors. 

In  1896  I  was  appointed  special  agent  of  the  Ignited  States  to 
locate  the  Kicking  Kickapoos  upon  their  allotments.  The  President 
told  me  that  I  was  going  into  the  Indian  service  under  very  tiying 
circumstances;  that  he  had  my  appointment  made  over  the  protest 
of  the  Indian  Bureau,  but  he  also  said,  ''  You  have  the  confidence  of 
the  Indians,  go  down  among  them  and  do  your  duty,  be  honest  and 
diligent,  and  if  it  is  necessary  in  order  to  protect  the  Indians  and 
make  your  work  among  them  a  success  come  back  to  me."  Under  this 
invitation  I  within  one  year  found  it  necessary  to  make  three  trips 
to  Washington  at  my  own  expense  in  order  that  my  efforts  should 
not  be  frustrated. 

One  James  G.  Dixon,  then  a  special  agent  in  the  Indian  service,  was 
detailed  to  put  the  Indians  on  their  allotments,  and  I  was  assigned  v 
to  assist  him.  Although  the  Indians  were  told  that  I  was  to  be  their 
agent,  I  was  given  no  authority  whatever  except  that  which  came 
through  Dixon.  We  arrived  al  Shawnee  on  the  same  train  from 
Washington.  Dixon  gave  me  my  first  instructions  on  the  train. 
He  directed  me  to  hire  two  of  the  best  livery  teams  in  the  city.  I 
asked  him  what  we  would  do  with  them,  and  he  said,  "  We  will  make 
short  work  of  them,  we  will  go  out  on  the  reservation  and  scatter 
them."     I  asked  him  what  they  were  going  to  do  for  equipments, 
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how  the  Indians  were  to  remain  scattered,  if  we  put  him  out  on  a 
new  piece  of  land  without  shelter,  provision,  or  implements.  He 
said  that  was  no  concern  of  ours,  that  our  instruction  was  to  put 
him  on  his  allotment.  Instead  of  following  the  plan  of  Dixon,  I 
proceeded  to  their  village  on  Deep  Fork,  12  miles  to  the  north  of 
their  allotted  land,  and  persuaded  them  to  move  down  in  a  body  to 
the  Kickapoo  Springs  on  lands  allotted  to  some  of  them  in  the  center 
of  the  allotted  district  where  there  were  several  of  their  old  abandoned 
fields.  Here  we  constructed  a  new  village  and  proceeded  to  fence 
and  improve  the  surrounding  lands.  Our  equipment  was  so  limited 
that  we  were  compelled  to  go  slow,  but  from  that  time  on  as  fast  as 
the  Government  would  furnish  equipment  the  Indians  were  put  on 
their  individual  allotments,  extending  along  the  North  Canadian 
River  for  a  distance  of  about  18  miles.  As  soon  as  crops  had  been 
planted,  so  that  each  Indian  had  a  corn  patch  and  some  truck  grow- 
ing, the  able-bodied  members  of  the  tribe  made  a  new  camp  1  mile 
west  of  Shawnee,  Okla.,  in  the  timber.  Here  fence  posts  were  made 
by  the  Indians  to  the  extent  of  many  thousands.  Those  who  had 
teams  hauled  them  out  along  the  section  and  allotment  lines,  and  the 
allotments  of  the  larger  families  were  inclosed  together  where  it 
was  practicable.  Within  these  inclosures  places  for  fields  and  homes 
were  selected,  wells  were  bored,  and,  as  fast  as  they  could  be  supplied 
with  absolute  necessities,  the  different  families  moved  from  their 
allotments  and  began  to  cultivate  them  individually. 

It  might  be  of  interest  at  this  time  to  state  that  the  allotments  of 
Okemah  and  his, family,  comprising  500  acres  adjoining  the  city  of 
Shawnee,  were  by  Okemah 's  own  labor  inclosed  with  a  substantial 
fence,  where  he  pastured  cattle  and  hoi'ses  for  the  town  people  at 
$1  a  head  per  month.  The  custom  was  that  the  town  people  turned 
their  cows  m  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  evening  they  were  gathered 
by  the  Indian  boys  and  driven  into  a  large  corral  at  the  entrance  of 
tne  pasture,  where  the  white  people  came  for  them.  This  taught  the 
Indian  boys  the  habit  of  regularity,  while  the  revenue  contributed 
materially  to  the  support  of  Okemah's  large  family.  About  this  time 
United  States  Inspector  Charles  V.  Nelser  was  sent  to  investigate 
me.  Among  other  things  that  he  reported  unfavorably  on  w-as  this 
Indian  pasture.  He  said  that  my  arrangement  was  an  indirect  effort 
to  defeat  the  Department's  regulations  providing  that  white  people 
should  not  occupy  Indian  land  without  procuring  a  legal  lease.  All 
of  Mr.  Nesler's  observations  of  what  I  had  done  were  unfavorable  to 
me.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  the  Hon.  W.  A.  Jones, 
visited  the  Kickapoos  soon  after  and  from  a  personal  inspection  com- 
mended me  for  all  the  inspector  had  condemned  me. 

The  work  of  placing  the  Kickapoos  upon  their  allotments  went  for- 
ward gradually,  the  md  and  infirm  were  induced  to  lease  their  allot- 
ments, and  the  natural  guardians  of  minors,  where  the  parent  could 
not  occupy  the  land  to  advantage,  were  induced  to  lease  them.  Within 
a  period  of  two  years  from  the  time  of  my  appointment  each  and 
every  Kickapoo  Indian  had  in  some  way  become  identified  with  his 
allotment.  Those  who  were  capable  of  living  upon  their  own  allot- 
ment or  those  whose  allotment  was  suitable  for  occupancy  by  reason 
of  location  or  otherwise  were  living  upon  and  improving  them.  Dur- 
ing 1898  S.  M.  Brosius,  an  agent  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association, 
appeared  upon  the  scene.    Mr.  Brosius,  after  observing  the  fields, 
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farms  and  homes,  and  the  much  improved  condition  of  the  Indians, 
well  knowing  that  I  was  exerting  the  best  energy  of  my  life  to  accom- 
plish that  which  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  always 
sought  in  vain  to  accomplish  for  Indians,  and  well  knowing  that  the 
desired  end  was  accomplished,  the  Indians  being  placed  upon  their 
lands  and  becoming  successful  tillers  of  the  soil,  contentedly  occupy- 
ing their  allotments  and  earning  their  own  living  thereirom  and 
enjoying  the  first  era  of  contentment  in  forty  years,  reported  in  part 
as  follows: 

The  evidence  shows  that  said  Bentley  has  not  only  not  been  encouraging  these 
Indians  to  settle  upon  their  allotments,  but  that  he  is  apparently  opposed  to 
that  policy,  causing  many  to  abandon  the  homes  which  they  have  heretofore 
somewhat  improved,  and  many  others  have  l)ecome  discouraged  by  his  actions 
and  do  not  Icnow  what  to  do,  fearing  that  in  the  near  future  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  leave  their  allotments  and  remove  to  some  other  locality.  It  is  further 
shown  that  said  Bentley  has  not  encouraged  the  Indians  to  patronize  the  schools 
provided  for  them,  and  that  his  advice  is  confusing  to  them,  and  they  fear  that 
some  great  calamity  is  about  to  overtake  them.  I  am  satisfied  that  other  irre^- 
larities  exist  in  this  connection  and  am  deeply  impressed  that  a  great  wrong  is 
being  done  these  Indians,  one  that  calls  for  a  rigid  investigation  of  the  whole 
subject  by  a  competent  Indian  inspector. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  enlist  your  cooperation  to  the  end  that  this  in- 
spection may  not  be  a  farce  and  that  some  officer  may  be  directed  to  do  this 
work  who  is  fearless  and,  knowing  what  is  right,  will  do  it. 

That  was  addressed  to  you.  Senator  Curtis. 
Senator  Curtis.  That  is  the  one  I  sent  in  to  the  Department. 
Mr.  Bentley.  The  above  appeal  by  Mr.  Brosius  was  thus  indorsed 
by  Francis  E.  Leupp,  reporter  for  the  New  York  Evening  Post : 

Washington  Bureau  New  York  Evening  Post, 

Wyatt  Building, 
September  10,  1898, 
Dear  Sir:  I  hand  you  inclosed  a  petition  supported  hy  affidavits  which  I 
received  this  uioming  from  S.  M.  Brosius,  agent  of  the  Indian  Rights  Associa- 
tion, who  was  prevented  by  urgent  business  from  returning  to  Washington  to 
present  them  in  person. 

As  an  ex-representative  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association  I  feel  a  strong  inter- 
est in  Mr.  Broslus*s  work  and  join  with  him  in  the  hope  that  the  strongest  man 
you  can  spare  in  the  corps  of  inspectors  will  be  detailed  to  make  this  investiga- 
tion. 

Sincerely,  yours,  Francis  B.  Leupp. 

lion.  Thomas  Ryan, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

The  petition  filed  by  Mr.  Leupp  contained  11  specific  charges,  the 
first,  second,  sixth,  seventh,  and  tenth  being: 

First.  That  Martin  J.  Bentley,  in  charge  of  many  of  these  Indians,  by  his  ad- 
ministration of  said  office  is  thwarting  the  good  Intention  of  the  United  States 
by  leading  many  of  the  ssiid  Indians  to  believe  that  they  can  disiK)8e  of  their 
allotments  already  made,  and  encouraging  them  to  believe  that  they  can  secure 
other  reservation  lands  where  their  tribal  relation  can  be  continued  and  their 
lands  be  held  in  common. 

Second.  That  numerous  families  of  the  said  tril)es,  believing  the  representa- 
tions made  to  them  by  said  Bentley,  have  abandoned  their  allotments  already 
improved  and  again  embraced  the  shiftless  life  thej'  formerly  led,  the  purpose  of 
the  United  States  being  thus  defeated  and  the  funds  appropriated  being  worse 
than  wasted. 

Sixth.  It  is  thought  that  an  investigation  will  reveal  the  fact  that  said  Bentley 
has  establishetl  a  system  of  paying  Indians  funds  due  them  by  issuing  orders 
on  merchants,  thus  affording  abundant  opportunity  for  gain  to  himself  by  divi- 
sion of  profits  with  consequent  loss  to  the  Indians. 
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Seventh.  In  consequence  of  the  policy  apparent  on  the  part  of  said  Bentley 
to  defeat  the  Government's  intention  to  settle  the  Indians  on  their  allotments, 
no  care  is  exercised  in  settling  the  Indians  on  the  particular  tracts  allotted  to 
them,  and  after  improvement  has  been  made  the  Indian  is  discouraged  to  ascer- 
tain that  he  is  not  located  upon  his  own  allotment,  becomes  discouraged  and 
abandons  the  new  way  iwinted  out  to  him  by  those  who  have  his  interests  at 
heart 

Teith.  That  said  Bentley  does  not  give  the  attention  to  the  Indians  under  his 
care  that  his  position  contemplated,  long  periods  elapsing  during  which  he  Js  not 
on  the  lands  where  the  Indians  are  located,  one  instance  being  reported  wherein 
he  is  said  to  have  been  absent  for  a  period  of  two  and  a  half  months. 

As  a  result  of  these  charges,  and  the  Secretary  apparently  following 
the  advice  of  Mr.  Leupp,  a  United  States  inspector  was  detailed,  a 
man  of  experience  and  wnose  honesty  and  ability  has  never  been  ques- 
tioned. Hon.  Cyrus  Beede  was  detailed,  and,  after  a  most  thorough 
and  diligent  investigation  of  the  charges  made  by  Mr.  Brosius,  re- 
ported in  part  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  under  date 
of  October  3,  1898,  as  follows: 

I  have  thus  gone  through  with  the  testimony  actually  taken  in  Mr.  Bentley *8 
case,  but  may  say  that  numbers  of  men  that  I  believe  bear  good  reputations 
have  stood  ready  and  evinced  a  willingness  to  testify  to  Mr.  Bentley's  integrity 
and  efficiency  as  well  as  absolute  devotion  to  his  wards. 

I  should  say  that  Brosius  insisted  that  I  was  often  absent  two  or 
three  months  and  really  gave  the  Indians  no  attention — 

If  an  Indian  is  in  trouble  he  goes  to  the  rescue.  He  furnishes  his  own  means 
of  transiwrtation ;  has,  I  am  told,  worn  out  one  buggj-  in  the  service;  he  fur- 
nishes his  own  office  by  securing  a  desk  in  an  office  of  a  gtMierous  innn  of  the 
town.  He  can  not  be  with  the  Indians  and  also  attend  to  the  clerical  work 
of  the  office.  He  employs  an  Indian  clerk  at  his  own  exi^ense,  and,  what  is  pe- 
culiar about  him,  he  employs  one  of  his  enemies,  who  gave  testimony  sustaining 
the  charges  of  Mr.  Brosius,  as  his  confldential  clerk.  (He  carries  his  office 
papers  in  his  satchel  to  and  from  home  every  day.)  I  called  upon  his  clerk  to 
testify  and  his  testimony  appears  on  page  15.  I  have  been  over  the  lauds  and 
observed  them  along  the  road  as  much  as  I  felt  that  my  time  would  permit. 
In  one  inclosure  of  Kicking  Kickai)oos  I  find  a  good  pasture  located  close  to 
town,  where  the  stock  of  the  townspeople  is  pastured  at  a  certain  price  i)er 
head.  In  another  is  cultivated  ground;  in  another  is  a  hay  field,  with  large 
stacks  of  hay  ready  for  market ;  in  one  close  by  town  is  a  race  course  and  fair 
ground  leased  by  the  Indian ;  also,  the  circus  managers  desiring  to  show  in 
Shawnee  must  i>ay  tribute  to  a  Kicking  Kickaixio  for  a  i)lace  to  hold  forth  near 
town.  I  have  myself  seen  these  Indians  in  town  during  my  short  stay  with 
wagons  loaded,  or  partly  loaded,  with  something  to  sell.  I  believe  Mr.  Bentley 
to  be  very  particular  that  the  lease  money  goes  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians, 
and  that,  while  he  goes  i)ersonal  security  for  the  i>ayment  of  purchases  made 
by  the  Indians,  he  will  not -even  retain  the  money  of  the  Indians,  when  In  his 
hands,  to  secure  himself.  It  may,  with  a  good  deal  of  i)ropriety,  be  asked: 
Why  will  Mr.  Bentley  so  interest  himself  on  the  behalf  of  those  Indians  on  a 
salary  of  $1,200 V  I  believe  this  question  can  only  be  answered,  so  far  as  any- 
thing has  come  under  my  observation,  that  in  the  better  sense  of  the  term 
he  is  an  Indian  **  crank ;  "  and  my  impression  now  is  decidedly  that  he  should 
not  be  interfered  with  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  agent  in  any  wise;  that  his  em- 
ployees should  be  absolutely  under  his  own  control  and  paid  by  himself.  To 
illustrate,  the  Sac  and  Fox  agent,  employing  the  farmer  and  detailing  him  for 
Mr.  Bentley's  use,  can  exercise  an  influence  over  him  very  prejudicial  to  Mr. 
Bentley's  management.  He  can  call  him  away  at  pleasure,  as  he  has  done 
now,  probably  to  settle  with  him  at  the  close  of  the  quarter;  but  it  should 
take  but  two  days  for  this,  and  even  this  time  might  not  be  lost  were  Mr. 
Bentley  paymaster  for  his  own  employees.  And  in  the  detail  of  a  policeman 
Mr.  Patrick  sends  an  Indian  who  has  served  a  term  in  the  penitentiary  for 
stealing  from  a  Kicking  Kickapoo,  and  of  course  he  can  be  of  no  service  among 
the  Kickapoos. 
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Referring  to  the  latter  part  of  your  instructions,  that  I  furnish  you  with  a 
detailed  statement  showing  what  Mr.  Beutley's  verified  statement  made  under 
my  own  supervision,  which  is  believed  to  account  for  every  Kicking  Kickapoo 
and  very  many  of  the  progressives. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Bentley  is  doing  a  grand  work  for  these  Indians, 
and  I  fear  it  is  hardly  appreciated.  He  should,  in  my  judgment,  be  liberally 
supported.  I  think  the  testimony  will  convince  the  honorable  Secretary  that 
the  charges  against -Mr.  Bentley  are  not  sustained.  I  recommend  that  in  the 
interest  of  the  service  and  in  justice  to  Mr.  Bentley  that  he  be  allowed  a  clerk, 
an  office,  and  a  team  and  buggy,  and  that  he  have  entire  charge  of  all  the  Kick- 
ing Kickai)oos,  and  also  the  progressive  Kickapoos,  including  their'  lands,  leas- 
ing, etc. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obetlieut  servant, 

Cybus  Beede, 
Unitrd  States  Indian  Inspector. 

I  have  before  me  the  testimony  of  30  of  the  most  reputable  men  in 
that  country,  but  I  will  only  read  the  testimony  of  one: 

J.  W.  Wayne  (white),  being  duly  affirmed,  testifies  as  follows: 
*  I  think  it  was  in  18}>5  when  I  came  here.  I  came  from  Oklahoma  City  in  the 
hack  and  there  was  no  imi>rovement  in  the  Kickapoo  that  I  saw;  the  country 
was  wild.  I  know  I  went  hunting  one  time  with  an  Indian  and  it  was  all  wild. 
The  Indians  all  lived  over  in  what  is  called  the  Kickapoo  village;  none  of  them 
seemed  to  talk  our  language  or  try  to  act  like  a  white  man  as  far  as  I  could  see. 
Since  Mr.  Bentley  has  taken  charge  of  them  I  see  they  are  fencing  and  improving 
a  great  deal.  They  bring  a  great  deal  of  com  and  hay  to  market;  I  have 
bought  wood  from  them.  Squaws  tan  a  great  many  deer  hide  tor  me.  I  see 
them  bringing  in  corn,  hay,  potatoes,  etc.  I  bought  roasting  ears  from  Par  the 
and  other  Indians.  One  or  more  of  these  Indians  have  told  me  personally 
that  they  never  trie<i  to  be  a  white  man  until  Bentley  took  hold  of  them.  I 
know  that  these  Indians  have  perceptibly  improved  under  the  influence  of  Mr. 
Bentley.  .  I  have  been  to  their  cami)s  to  buy  fur  before  Mr.  Bentley  took  charge; 
I  could  see  then  how  they  lived,  some  of  them  living  in  camps.  I  have  been  to 
their  places  since;  now  they  live  in  houses  and  have  farms.  I  know  when  we 
have  stock  to  graze  we  take  it  over  to  Oke  mah's  place;  we  paj^  him  a  dollar  a 
month  on  the  head.  I  know  there  is  a  dairyman  who  keeps  his  stock  out  there. 
The  Indians  made  that  pasture  by  building  the  fence  themselves  under  the  in- 
structions of  Mr.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Bentley  gives  all  of  his  time  to  the  Indians  and  I  have  heard  it  said  that 
Mr.  Bentley  gave  more  of  his  time  to  the  Indians  than  he  did  to  his  family. 

J.  W.  Wayne. 

Subscribed  and  affirmed  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  September,  18J)8. 

Cyrus  Beede, 
United  States  Indian  Inspector, 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  inspector  in  his  report  squarely  and 
positively  contradicts  each  and  every  statement  of  Mr.  Brosius,  it 
should  be  observ-ed  that  the  inspector  based  his  report  upon  close  and 
careful  personal  investigation,  and  that  he  also  took  the  statements 
of  numerous  men  of  the  highest  characters  in  that  country,  men  who 
were  in  a  position  to  know  both  the  past  and  present  conditions  of 
the  Kickapoo  Indians. 

These  statements  he  attached  to  his  report,  and  among  them  I  call 
attention  to  the  sworn  statement  of  J.  F.  Holden,  now  passenger- 
traffic  manager  of  the  Bock  Island  system,  which  letter  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix,  page  — . 

If  the  committee  please,  I  wish  also  to  read  the  sworn  statement  of 
Henry  Wood,  and  to  say  that  Henry  Wood  at  that  time  was  the  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Choctaw  system  of  railway.     His  home  is  in 
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Philadelphia,  and  he  is  a  well-known  citizen  there.  I  think  he  is 
now  president  of  the  Midland  Valley  Railroad  of  Indian  Territory 
and  Oklahoma. 

His  statement  is  as  follows : 

The  affidavit  was  read  and  made  a  part  of  the  appendix.  See  page 
— ,  Appendix. 

Now  I  wish  to  read  in  part  the  statement  of  O.  S.  McEwen.  He 
is  the  conductor  who  ran  across  that  country  on  the  first  passenger 
train  and  has  continued  to  run  up  to  this  tmie.  For  statement  see 
Appendix,  page  — . 

TSow,  there  are  30  or  40  similar  statements  from  the  presidents  of 
banks.  The  county  superintendent  of  public  instruction  of  the  county 
in  which  I  operated  had  land  among  these  Indians  and  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  personally  know  what  they  were  doing,  and  I  want  to  read 
from  his  statement  in  part.  His  name  is  L.  E.  Cooley.  The  state- 
ments of  L.  E.  Cooley  and  F.  S.  Goodrich  were  read,  made  a  part  of 
the  appendix.    See  page  — . 

Now,  I  might  read  this  kind  of  testimony  for  hours,  but  I  do  not 
suppose  the  committee  desires  to  hear  it.      \ 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  all  in  the  record,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  all  in  the  record. 

Senator  La  Follbtte.  When  were  those  statements  taken  that  you 
have  just  read? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  were  taken  at  Shawnee,  Okla.,  by  Mr.  Beede 
at  the  time  that  the  Indian  Rights  Association  preferred  serious 
charges  against  me,  and  they  reported  that 

Senator  La  Follette.  How  long  ago? 

Mr.  Bentley.  In  1898  or  1899.  In  this  connection  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  was  in  the  city  of  Washington  after  the  appointment  of  the 
present  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  was  announced  and  before  he 
qualified  and  assumed  the  office.  I  called  upon  him  at  his  office  and 
attempted  to  give  him  some  idea  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Kickapoo 
Indians  and  my  purpose  toward  them.  He,  in  a  very  arrogant  and 
insulting  manner,  said :  ''  If  you  have  anything  to  present  to  me,  you 
may  present  it  in  writing,  but  you  will  have  to  swear  to  it  before  I 
will  give,  it  the  consideration  .to  read  it."  Thus  insulted  I  left  his 
office,  and,  of  course,  did  not  present  any  communication  to  him. 

In  the  much-discussed  subject  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  going  to 
Mexico  and  the  causes  that  led  up  to  their  going,  the  part  1  took  in 
their  going,  and  why  they  want  to  remain  there,  and  why  they  should 
be  permitted  to  remain  there  I  shall  speak  freely  and  with  the  fullest 
frankness.  I  want  both  the  committee  ^nd  those  of  the  public  who 
may  concern  themselves  in  this  affair  to  have  the  fullest  and  most 
accurate  information  upon  the  subject,  and  I  believe  myself  most 
competent  to  speak  from  any  point  of  view. 

First,  a  majority  of  the  adult  Kickapoo  Indians  living  in  Okla- 
homa in  1890,  when  I  was  appointed  their  agent,  were  either  Mexican 
born  or  had  lived  in  Mexico  in  their  younger  days.  They  then  as  now 
spoke  more  or  less  of  the  Mexican  language:  the  father  and  part  of 
a  family  had  been' captured  thirty  years  before  and  brought  as  pris- 
oners to  the  Ignited  States;  the  mother  and  part  of  the  children  had 
escaped  the  cavalry  and  remained  in  Mexico.  And  from  the  day  that 
the  400  captive  Kickapoos  were  landed  by  the  cavalry  as  prisoners  of 
war  at  Kickapoo  Station,  Okla.,  1874,  it  had  been  their  life's  dream 
to  return  to  those  and  to  the  country  that  was  all  in  all  to  them. 
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The  first  conversation  that  I  ever  had  with  a  Kickapoo  Indian  he 
told  me  that  he  was  captured  and  taken  away  from  his  wife  and 
two  children  and  his  mother  in  Mexico  long  ago,  and  asked  me  if  I 
thought  if  he  took  an  allotment  that  wouldcut  the  string  that  held 
him  m  Oklahoma,  that  he  then  mifirht  go  back  and  see  his  children 
that  were  babies  when  he  saw  them  last,  but  'were  now,  he  had  heard, 
man  and  woman  grown  and  had  children  of  their  own. 

I  assured  him  that  a  man,  a  real  manly  man,  had  a  right  to  go  any- 
where on  the  face  of  the  earth  provided  he  had  industry  enough  to 
acquire  means  with  which  to  pay  his  way  and  to  look  respectable.  I 
told  him  *•'  get  onto  a  piece  of  land,  build  you  a  home,  and  make  a  liv- 
ing and  accumulate  some  money,  and  when  white  people  see  that  you 
can  help  yourself  somebody  will  help  you." 

At  the  councils,  both  before  and  after  I  became  agent,  I  always  told 
the  Kickapoos  that  there  was  but  one  means  of  escape  from  what 
they  deemed  bondage,  and  that  was  to  go  onto  their  lands  and  im- 
prove them  and  learn  how  to  make  a  living;  that  if  they  did  that 
neither  the  (Jovernment  nor  anyone  could  be  heard  to  say,  '*  You  are 
a  good-for-nothing,  lazy,  worthless  Indian  and  we  must  hold  you 
here." 

While  I  have  l)een  harshly  criticised  for  the  means  I  took  to  create 
an  industrious  spirit  within  a  Kickapoo  Indian,  he  never  had  labored. 
no  condition  nor  environment  had  ever  surrounded  him  that  in  any 
way  tended  to  inspire  a  disposition  for  labor  or  advancement.  Thus 
the  first  and  great  requisite  to  be  supplied  was  incentive,  and  I  knew, 
nor  was  I  able  to  devise  any  other  means  of  aspiration.  My  argu- 
ment appealed  to  him,  and  he  in  fact  and  in  deed  in  the  i>eriod  of  a 
few  yeare  became  a  different  and  a  better  kind  of  man.  He  labored 
as  other  men  labor,  and  for  the  same  purpose;  he  had  an  aim  in  life, 
and  by  his  industry  he  saw  or  believed  he  saw  a  way  out  of  his 
trouble. 

Taking  up  the  treatment  of  these  Indians  bv  agents  of  the  Depart- 
ment in  Mexico,  the  action  of  Mr.  Outcelt,  Mr.  Thackery,  ana  the 
Indian  Office,  I  desire  to  say  that  the  records  of  your  honorable  com- 
mittee will  show  that  I  appeared  before  you  and  fully  and  frankly 
told  of  the  desire  of  the  Indians,  the  character  and  kind  of  Jand  thej 
sought  to  acquire,  its  location,  and  the  number  of  cattle  and  stock  it 
would  support.  Witnesses  were  called  who  verified  my  statement, 
and  you,  to  provide  a  home  for  these  Indians,  reported  favorably  the 
legislation  asked  for  to  the  Senate,  and  it  became  a  law. 

Mr.  I^eupp  and  Mr.  Thackerv  were  present  and  heard  the  plan  out- 
lined ;  both  knew  that  it  was  the  judgment  of  the  committee  that  the 
Indians  should  be  permitted  to  take  the  title  to  their  land  in  Okla- 
homa, that  thev  might  convert  it  into  a  pool  and  with  the  proceeds 
acquire  a  new  home  in  Mexico. 

At  a  hearing  before  your  committee  April  4,  1906,  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  Leupp  and  Mr.  Thackery,  I  made  this  statement : 

Mr.  Hkntlky.  Then*  Is  one  matter,  Soiintor,  that  I  should  like  to  lay  before 
the  eoiiimittee.  That  is,  that  the  all-importaut  thin;r  to  these  Iiidiaus  is  the 
question  of  beluK  i)erniltte(l  to  di8i)08t»  of  their  estate  in  this  c-ountrj-.  so  that 
they  may  acquire  a  place  over  hi  Mexico  that  will  be  a  liome  for  them  for  all 
time  to  come.  If  they  are  only  i>ermitted  to  dlsiwjse  of  their  lands  here  In 
pieces,  they  can  not  actjuire  the  place  over  there  they  want. 


AFFAIBS   OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS.  1211* 

At  the  same  hearing  Commissioner  Leupp  said  (see  p.  325,  Ap- 
pendix B) : 

Ami  would  It  be  of  advantage,  In  your  judgment,  to  have  a  general  item  of 
legislation  which  would  authorize  the  purchase  of  the  lands  of  all  the  Indians 
who  had  given  up  whatever  fragment  of  allegiance  they  might  owe  to  the 
United  States  and  had  removed  somewhere  else  with  the  intention  of  i)erma- 
nently  residing  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  would  depend  entirely  on  the  conditions  that  would  be 
attached  to  sales.  If  the  Indians  were  permitted  to  sell  their  lauds  in  the 
open  market  that  is  the  very  thing  they  seek  to  do. 

Commissioner  liEUPP.  Would  those  Indians  who  have  allotments  in  Okla- 
homa and  are  with  you  In  Mexico  relinquish  for  a  reasonable  price  what  they 
have  in  Oklahoma? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  would  relinquish  the  titles  for  what  the  lauds  would 
actually  bring;  yes,  sir. 

March  24,  1906,  Frank  A.  Thackery  was  before  your  committee 
and  was  present  and  took  part  in  the  following  discussion : 

Senator  McruMi5F:R.  These  Indians  here  said  that  their  children  died  very 
rapidly  in  this  country  and  that  they  lived  longer  down  there. 

Mr.  Thackery.  The  real  reason  is  probably  this:  That  there  is  more  game 
there;  that  they  can  live  as  Indians. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Is  not  that  a  good  reason? 

Senator  McCumber.  If  you  give  them  Indian  conditions,  they  will  be  all 
right,  for  we  certainly  have  not  improveii  the  Indian  with  all  of  our  civiliza- 
tion. He  was  at  heart  a  better  Indian  when  he  was  alone  and  lived  as  an 
Indian. 

Mr.  Thackery.  I  am  satisfied  that  those  who  are  there  expected  to  get  this 
land  and  hold  it  in  common.  That  will  not  be  the  case,  however.  They  will 
soon  be  surrounded  there  by  white  men.  I  believe  they  have  a  right  as  indi- 
vidual citizens  to  go  where  they  please,  but  as  an  officer  of  the  Government  I 
would  like  to  see  that  they  are  protected.  If  they  are  going  to  have  a  title 
there,  let  them  get  a  proper  title. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Indian  is  as  sensible  as  you  are  that  the  white  race  will 
follow  him  across  the  Kio  (irande,  and  realizing  this  condition,  he  has  selected 
an  Ideal  place  for  his  home,  which,  however,  we  were  not  able  to  secure. 

This  land  that  they  have  been  hoping  to  secure  Is  land  that  they  themselves 
have  st»le<.*te<l ;  It  is  land  that  the  older  ones  among  them  have  known  for  forty 
years.  It  Is  an  enormous  basin  surroundcMl  by  high  and  rugged  mountains  and 
by  a  country  that  can  never  be  occupied  by  white  men.  It  is  conglomerate  and 
limestone  and  the  Siime  character  of  country  that  is  found  across  the  Kio  Grande 
Kiver  in  Texas.  This  basin  contains  2.'{.'^.(K)()  acres  of  fine  farming  and  grazing 
lands  and  numerous  wells  and  artificial  lakes,  and  now  has  grazing  upon  it 
more  than  10.000  of  white-faced  cattle;  250  head  of  American  horses  are  on  it; 
it  has  several  thousand  goats  in  the  mountains;  the  canyons  are  timbered  witli 
linwood  and  hard  maple  and  timber  that  Is  indigenous  to  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont. The  natural  increa.se  of  these  cattle  would  provide  the  Indians  with 
their  beef,  and  they  would  never  miss  it.  The  surplus  cattle  that  would  be 
annually  sold  would  provide  for  their  limited  necessities  other  than  the  farm 
products  they  would  raise.  Were  they  permitted  to  acquire  this  proi>erty,  as  I 
have  stated  before,  these  Indians  would  have  a  home  and  land  long  after  the 
other  Indians  in  this  country  will  have  nothing. 

Senator  McCumber.  There  will  be  electric  railroads  there  after  a  while. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  in  that  conglomerate  country,  sir.  There  are  some  very 
rich  silver  mines  in  the  mountains  surrounding  that  country,  but  I  do  not  think 
the  miners  would  ever  trouble  the  Indians.  We  might  supply  them  with  beef. 
There  is  only  one  disadvantage  in  that  section  of  country  in  Mexico  for  cattle 
raising.  The  grasses  are  fine  and  nutritious,  but  when  cattle  are  raised  at  an 
altitude  of  5,000  feet  and  are  then  taken  down  to  the  railroads  at  an  alti- 
tude of  2,000  feet  they  become  subject  to  the  Texas  fever  and  often  die. 
This  tract  of  land  the  Kickapoos  want  to  have  for  their  permanent  home  raises 
as  fine  cattle  as  are  raised  in  the  world,  and  they  would  not  have  to  irrigate 
the  land  there  to  raise  wheat.  But  that  has  been  beyond  our  means  so  far. 
This  country  is  175  miles  off  the  railroad,  the  basin  there  is  mesquite  grass,  and 
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is  beautiful  grazing  couiitr>'.     I  think  the  Indians  could  live  there  indefinitely, 
and  I  do  not  know  any  other  place  so  suitable  for  Indian?. 

Mr.  TnACKERY.  I  might  state  in  conclusion  that  the  feeling  I  have  as  an 
officer  of  the  Interior  Dei>artment  is  that  the  matter  of  this  emigration  of  the?^ 
KickaiX)os  In  reality  is  backed  by  a  desire  on  the  part  of  certain  |)e(>i>le  t<» 
acquire  title  to  their  good  lands  over  in  Oklahoma.  If  I  am  wrong  in  that,  the 
whole  matter  is  practically  over  with  me.  I  feel  that  there  is  such  a  desire 
to  move  these  i)eople  with  the  ultimate  view  to  getting  their  land. 

It  should  be  observed  that  this  discussion  took  place  on  the  24th 
day  of  March,  1900,  wlien  both  Mr.  Leupp  and  Mr.  Thackery  were 
present. 

If  any  member  of  the  committee  desires  to  question  me  at  this 
point,  I  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  questions. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  think  you  had  better  proceed.  Is  that  all  the 
statement  you  have  to  make? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  all  that  I  care  to  make  at  this  time.  I  wanted 
to  quote  a  statement  from  the  Congressional  Record  that  was  made 
when  this  matter  was  under  discussion. 

Mr.  Embry.  Senator,  if  it  would  not  be  convenient  to  Mr.  Bentley 
I  would  like  him  to  fully  outline  his  statement  now.  I  think  it  would 
be  lx»tter  to  have  him  go  on  now  and  complete  his  statement. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  think,  perhaps,  it  would  be  better  to  have  him 
go  on  now.  I  wish  to  ask  Mr.  Bentley  several  questions  when  he 
has  concluded. 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  should  be  further  observed  that  Mr.  Thackery 
and  Mr.  Outcelt  had  in  their  possession  in  Mexico  the  complete  rec- 
ord of  the  printed  testimony  taken' before  the  Indian  Committee  of 
the  Senate.  Relating  to  the  act  of  June  21,  19(K),  and  the  act  of 
March  3, 1905,  Mr.  Outcelt  stated  to  me  that  he  had  these  records,  and 
when  I  said  to  him,  "  You  are  seeking  by  indirection  to  defeat  that 
which  Congress  has  decreed  may  be  done,'"  he  replied,  "  I  have  rend 
every  worcT  you  said  at  the  hearings  before  the  Senate  committee, 
and  if  the  committexi  wanted  you  to  control  the  affairs  of  these  Indians 
why  did  they  not  incorporate  that  in  the  law  ?  " 

At  a  later  date,  about  the  18th  da}'  of  June,  Mr.  Outcelt  said  to  me, 
"  Your  Indians  are  /giving  me  a  fine  send  off."  I  have  their  letter  to 
Senator  Teller,  which  he  put  in  the  Congrassional  Record,  and 
friends  forwarded  it  to  me. 

The  letter  referred  to  is  a  statement  prepared  at  the  house  of  the 
Kickapoo  Indian  chief,  with  a  full  council  present,  and  except  as  to 
dates  and  putting  what  they  wanted  to  say  in  proper  verbiage,  they 
themselves  througk  their  own  clerk  dictated  this  letter. 

The  letter,  or  statement,  is  a  part  of  the  record  and  marked  Exhibit 
Xo.  4. 

This  statement  pertains  only  to  the  first  seven  that  Outcelt  was 
sent  to  investigate. 

Now,  that  statement  [Exhibit  No.  4]  was  in  the  hands  of  Outcelt 
before  the  act  of  June  21  w  ent  into  effect,  and  I  would  like  to  have 
somebody  explain  why  he  should  have  remained  there  seeking  to 
take  the  statements  of  Indians  that  he  knew  would  not  sign  anything 
for  him.  In  the  face  of  this  statement  in  the  Congressional  Record 
here,  which  was  forwarded  to  him  and  put  in  his  hand,  what  was 
there  for  him  to  do?     I  have  not  quite  completed  this  record. 

This  statement  is  complete  and  is  duly  authenticated.  It  is  prop- 
erly acknowledged  and  bears  the  certificate  of  the  interpreter.    It  is 
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witnessed  bv  Indians  who  signed  their  own  names.  They  are  very 
intelligent  Indians: 

Mr.  Thackery  and  Mr.  Outcelt  have  persistently  denied  any  con- 
nection whatever  with  the  Grimes  crowd.  I  will  call,  in  this  connec- 
tion, the  attention  of  the  committee  to  page  —  of  Appendix,  Ex- 
hibit No.  IIG,  this  being  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thackery,  at  Eagle  Pass, 
Tex.,  addressed  to  G.  A.  Outcelt,  at  Muzquiz,  Mexico. 

Now,  in  reference  to  the  persons  that  Thackery  said  he  would  take 
along,  every  one  of  those  Indians  were  friendly  to  Grimes. 

This  fellow  Pah-pe-ah-she  was  Grimes's  henchman  from  beginning 
to  end.  This  fellow,  Willie  Murdock,  who  is  suggested  as  the  inter- 
preter, the  testimony  in  the  record  already  shows  wjis  drunk  continu- 
ously. Chah-ko-sot  is  a  drunken,  worthless  Indian,  and  is  one  of 
those  who  aided  Outcelt  to  hold  me  in  prison  and  who  was  always 
friendly  to  Grimes.  Mack  Johnston  is  shown  by  the  record  to  have 
been  constantly  drunk  and  disreputable,  and  it  seems  to  me  a  little 
strange  that  after  the  full  committee  of  the  Senate  had  thought  it  was 
proper  for  the«se  Indians  to  acquire  land  in  Mexico,  and  proper  it 
should  be  under  my  charge,  that  Thackery  would  go  down  there  and 
cooperate  with  the  Grimes  crowd — he  and  Outcelt — to  run  the  Indians 
out  of  Mexico.  Having  found  they  could  not  do  what  they  wanted  to 
do  they  suggested  a  commission  of  some  sort — a  lunacy  commission, 
possibly— to  be  appointed  to  take  charge  down  there,  which  is  a 
matter  I.  think  they  can  explain  possibly,  but  with  some  difficulty. 

I  do  not  care  to  make  any  further  statement,  except  to  read  a  short 
extract  from  the  Congressional  Record,  and  I  do  this  because  both 
Thackery  and  Outcelt  knew  this  statement  had  been  made  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate  and  had  this  record  before  them  in  Mexico,  or 
had  read  it  before  they  went  there.-  Congressional  Record,  April  2, 
1907,  page  588G: 

Mr.  Clapp.  Wheu  this  matter  came  up  I  was  greatly  prejudiced  against  Mr. 
Beutley.  It  was  on  the  ex  parte  statements  that  had  l)eeu  made  to  us.  We 
spent  days  on  this  matter.  We  had  the  Oonimissioner  with  us  days  there. 
W^hen  we  got  through,  while  it  may  not  be  of  any  value  to  anybody  else,  I 
became  satisfied  that  this  man  Beutley  was  acting  in  the  utmost  good  faith  with 
these  Indians.  There  never  was  a  suggestion  before  the  committee  that  the 
Indians  had  been  paid  in  any  Improper  manner  or  that  they  had  been  paid  in 
Mexican  money,  nor  was  there  the  slightest  objctlon  made  to  making  thlQ  bank 
the  agency  through  which  the  .i)ayments  should  be  made. 

I  submit  to  this  subcommittee,  now,  that  if  Mr.  Leupp  and  Mr. 
Thackery  had  such  grave  and  serious  grounds  to  doubt  my  good  faith 
before  the  committee,  which,  as  Senator  Clapp  has  said,  spent  days 
and  days  on  the  matter,  taking  the  fullest  testimony,  and  they  offered 
nothing  against  me,  why  should  they  have  followed  these  poor  In- 
dians over  to  Mexico,  sending  their  officers  down  there  upon  a  pre- 
tended investigation,  with  the  result  that  they  were  debauched, 
imprisoned,  and  mined. 

At  this  time  I  wish  to  refer  to  page  12  of  the  general  record  in 
this  case. 

When  I  arrived  in  Shawnee,  Okla.,  on  my  way  from  Washington 
to  Mexico,  I  stopped  off  there  that  night. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  date  was  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  May  22,  1906.  I  learned  there  that  Thackery  and 
Outcelt  had  gone  in  advance  of  me  to  make  some  investigation  as  to 
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the  first  7  Indian  allotments,  those  referred  to  by  the  act  of  March  3, 
1905,  and  from  information  gathered  at  Shawnee  at  that  time  I  was 
satisfied  that  they  had  gone  into  a  conspiracy  to  aid  Grimes  and  his 

farty  to  rob  the  Indians,  and  I  sent  the  following  telegram  from  Ada, 
nd.  T.,  May  23,  1906.  By  way  of  explanation,  berore  quoting  the 
telegram,  I  wish  to  say  that' in  order  that  the  significance  of  the  tele- 
gram may  be  more  fully  appreciated,  I  desire  to  now  quote  a  few  lines 
of  the  amendment  then  pending,  which  is  No.  136,  and  which  began 

as  follows 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  a  Senate  amendment? 
Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  Senate  amendment  No.  136. 

All  restrictions  as  to  sale  and  Incumbrance  of  all  lands,  inherited  and  other- 
wise, of  all  adult  Klckapoo  Indians  and  of  all  Shawnee,  Delaware,  Caddo,  and 
Wichita  Indians  affiliating  with  said  Klckapoo  Indians  now  or  hereafter  non- 
resident In  the  United  States,  who  have  been  allotted  land  In  Oklahonia  or 
Indian  Territory,  are  hereby  removed. 

Now  the  telegram: 

Ada,  Ind.  T.,  May  23,  1906. 
Henby  M.  Teller, 

Care  of  United  States  Senate,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Senate  amendment  136,  line  15,  strike  out  "  siile  and  incumbrance"  and  add 
the  word  "  leasing."  Indian  agent  in  Mexico  trying  to  defeat  the  object  of  Con- 
gress with  large  party  of  white  men.  If  permitted  to  sell,  plan  failure.  If  per- 
mitted to  lease,  best  Interests  of  Indians  subserved.  Wire  quick  ticket  agent, 
Denton,  Tex.  My  arrest  planned  by  Government — help  enemies  rob  Indians  of 
their  lands.    On  way  Mexico. 

M.  J.  Bentley. 

T  sent  the  following  telegram  to  Mr.  Field,  the  attorney  of  the 
Kickapoo  Indians: 

Ada,  Ind.  T.,  May  2S,  1906. 
W.  S.  Field, 

620  Colorado  BuHding,  Washington,  D.  C: 
See  my  telegram  to  Teller.    Thackery,  Outcelt  cooperating  with  Grimes.    My 
arrest  planned  so  they  can  rob  Indians.    Knock  out  "  sale  "  and  Insert  "  leas- 
ing." 

M.  J.  Bentley. 

I  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  effort  made 
by  our  Federal  officers  to  bribe  the  Mexican  officers  to  prosecute  me. 

Mr.  Thackery,  in  a  telegram  to  the  Indian  Office  under  date  of 
June  1,  1906,  stated,  in  part,  as  follows: 

We  find  eight  Oklahoma  men  at  Muzqulz  to  buy  Kickapoo  land,  In  case  restric- 
tions are  removed.  Bentley's  evident  object  In  securing  official  order  mentioned 
above  is,  first,  to  prevent  our  investigation,  and,  second,  to  make  It  Impossible  for 
an  outsider  to  purchase  Klckapoo  lands,  excepting  through  Bentley. 

It  Is  further  reported  with  apparent  truthfulness  that  the  vice  American  con- 
sul Is  to  go  to  Musqulz  to  take  acknowledgments  to  deeds  for  Bentley.  If  restric- 
tions are  removed,  this  should  be  prevented,  thus  making  It  necessary  for  In- 
dians to  go  to  Eagle  Pass  to  acknowledge  deeds  where  there  would  be  compe- 
tition for  their  lands.  It  Is  evident  that  Mexican  laws  have  been  violated  In 
dealing  with  Klckapoos,  and  Outcelt  and  myself  urge  that  authority  be  granted 
to  expend  not  exceeding  $500  In  employing  Mexican  attorney  to  prosecute  vio- 
lations of  Mexican  laws  in  dealings  with  Klckapoos.  This  action  would  better 
open  up  the  case  for  prosecution  In  United  States. 

Now,  I  think,  from  the  testimony  already  taken  by  this  committee 
and  the  observation  of  the  character  of  the  prosecuting  officers  in 
Mexico,  it  is  evident  that  for  a  fee  of  $500  anybody  could  be  prose- 
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cuted  down  there,  whether  giiilty  of  a  violation  of  law  or  not,  and  I 
think  it  is  not  assuming  too  much  to  say  that  they  had  no  other  pur- 
pose in  asking  for  this  $500  except  to  bribe  the  prosecuting  officer  of 
that  district  to  put  me  in  prison,  so  that  their  friends  could  have  bet- 
ter access  to  the  Indians.  In  this  telegram  stating  that  Mr.  Bonnet 
should  be  prevented  by  all  means  from  going  to  Muzquiz,  so  that  the 
Indians  would  be  compelled  to  go  to  Eagle  Pass,  where  they  would 
have  competition  for  their  land,  Outcelt  and  Thackery  well  knew  that 
everv  person  there  was  in  one  combination  at  that  time  and  corralled 
the  Indians  in  the  wagon  yard  and  had  them  debauched  with  whisky 
and  beer.  Everybody  in  that  country  knew  it,  and  they  especially 
should  have  known  it,  because  they  were  Government  officers  and 
were  apparently  under  their  instructions. 

Suppose  Bonnet  had  gone.  He  would-  have  been  carrying  out  to 
the  letter  the  understanuing  of  the  full  committee  of  the  Senate  as 
to  what  should  be  done  with  those  Kickapjoo  lands. 

Referring  to  Outcelt  further,  Outcelt  in  his  testimony  before  the 
subcommittee  last  winter  insisted  that  he  was  prohibited  from  enter- 
ing the  Kickapoo  village,  and  that  he  did  not  return  to  the  village 
from  May  31,  1906,  until  after  July  26,  1906.  He  testifies  that  one  of 
the  times  he  was  out  there  Johnny  Mine  came  to  the  camp  where  he 
slept  and  annoyed  him  very  much.  To  show  that  Outcelt's  statement 
is  absolutely  false  and  that  he  did  go  to  the  Indian  village  several 
times,  I  refer  to  this  circumstantial  proof,  which  is  conclusive  and 
beyond  any  doubt  whatever. 

First,  Outcelt  came  on  May  31.  Later  on  he  came  back  to  the 
camp  while  I  was  there  and  while  Johnny  Mine  was  there,  and  I 
well  remember  that  Johnny  Mine  did  annoy  him.  But  Mine  and  I 
left  the  camp  on  June  17  or  June  18,  and  Mme  did  not  return  to  that 
camp  until  after  Outcelt,  on  the  28th  or  29th  of  July,  had  left  Mexico 
for  good.    So  there  can  be  no  question  about  that. 

I  want  to  say  further  that  Mr.  Outcelt,  from  May  31  to  the  time  I 
left  the  camp,  probably  about  the  12th  of  June,  possiblv  the  14th, 
somewhere  along  there,  was  there  at  least  three  times,  and  stayed  all 
night  there  once. 

Senator  La  Follette.  To  your  personal  knowledge? 

Mr.  Bentley.  To  my  personal  knowledge.  I  want  to  say  further 
that  Mr.  Outcelt  in  his  testimony  stated  positively  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  my  arrest  in  Mexico. 

Senaor  Curtis.  His  sworn  statement  or  his  vouchers  show  that  he 
was  in  camp  on  May  30,  June  13,  June  15,  June  27,  July  5,  July  15, 
July  26;  and  that  he  was  at  Guajardo's  house  June  25,  July  13,  July 
20,  July  21,  and  twice  July  26.  He  was  there  two  trips  July  13  and 
July  20. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  have  not  been  able  to  understand  why  he  swore  he 
was  not  there  when  he  was  frequently  there,  as  his  expense  account 
shows. 

Senator  Curtis.  Does  he  swear  he  was  not  there  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  swears  positivelv  he  was  not  there  from  Mav  31, 
1906,  to  June  26  or  27,  1906. 

Senator  La  Follette.  Do  you  read  that  from  the  record  or  state  it 
from  recollection  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  stated  it  from  the  record.  I  will  later  in  this 
record  give  the  page  on  which  his  testimony  appears. 
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Senator  Cnrns.  His  expense  account  shows  as  follows: 

Ontoelt  reachwl  Kn^le  Pass  May  24,  100(5 ;  arrived  Muzquiz  May  20,  1006. 

First  visit  to  Indian  camp  May  30,  11KK». 

Second  visit  to  Indian  camp  June  13,  1006. 

Tliird  visit  to  Indian  camp  June  15,  1006. 

Fourth  visit  to  Indian  camp  June  27,  lOOCJ. 

Fiftli  visit  to  Indian  camp  July  5,  100<]. 

Sixth  visit  to  Indian  camp  July  15,  1^)06. 

Seventh  visit  to  Indian  camp  July  26,  1006. 

Visited  Jefe  Politico  Guajardo's  house: 

First  time  June  25,  1006. 

T>vo  trips  on  July  1.3,  1006. 

Two  trips  on  July  20,  1006. 

One  trip  on  July  21,  100(5. 

Two  trips  on  July  26,  1006. 

Senator  La  Follette.  Is  there  such  a  statement  of  Outcelt  in  the 
record  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  LaFollette.  Ijet  it  be  inserted  hei*e. 

Senator  Curtis.  Quote  it  directly  into  the  record. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Callin<r  attention  please  to  the  patje. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  Xow  in  relation  to  my  arrest  and  impris- 
onment in  Mexico.  All  the  i-ecords.  all  the  testimony  in  this  case, 
show  that  Mr.  Outcelt  dillydallied  along;  under  some  kind  of  a  pre- 
text and  waited  up  until  the  very  day  that  the  law  had  passed,  until 
the  tele<rrams  came  announcing  the  approval  or  the  signing  of  the 
bill  by  the  President,  and  that  day  he  went,  in  company  with  Grimes, 
as  shown  by  the  testimony  in  the  record,  and  took  Mack  Johnson, 
and  induced  him,  as  Mack  testified  l)efore  this  committee,  to  commit 
perjury,  and  to  swear  I  had  assaulted  him  with  a  six-shooter,  and 
took  him  up  to  the  court.    I  will  read  the  record  made  on  that  dsite: 

At  the  nmrjjin  a  seal  which  Siiys:  Juzjjado  second  local  (second  local  court) 
Muzquiz,  Coahulla.  In  the  viUaRe  of  Muzquiz  on  the  22d  day  of  June,  1906 
presented  himself  before  this  court  of  my  charge,  Mr.  O.  A.  Outcelt,  American 
citizen,  temiwrarily  in  this  village,  rei)resentative  of  the  North  American  Gov- 
ernment, according  to  his  own  statement  and  in  the  exercise  of  the  commission 
which  his  Goveniment  has  intrust ihI  to  him  to  investigate  the  matters  which 
relate  to  the  North  American  Kickai>oos,  who  actually  reside  in  this  Juris- 
diction. 

Now  in  this  connection  it  should  be  observed  that  Mack  Johnson 
was  the  paid  interpreter  of  Grimes.  Outcelt  takes  him  there  and  in- 
duces him  to  commit  perjury,  which  his  testimony  later  shows  he  did 
in  the  same  record,  in  order  to  hold  me  or  lay  a  trap  for  me  that  I 
might  be  aiTCsted  on  my  return.  Outcelt  leaves,  goes  over  to  Eagle 
Pass,  and  comes  before  this  committee,  apparently  unmindful  of  the 
rec5ord  l)efoi-e  him,  and  testified  that  he  knew  nothing  of  my  arrest 
until  the  26th  day  of  June — perhaps  it  is  the  25th.  I  will  furnish 
the  correct  date. 

Senator  LaFolleite.  You  have  not  read  enough  to  disclose  fully 
what  their  purpose  was  in  going  before  that  court. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Shall  I  read  the  charge  that  Johnson  makes? 

Senator  Ciinis.  Read  whatever  you  want  to  put  into  the  record. 
You  are  the  witness. 

Senator  LaFollette.  From  what  you  have  read,  I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  you  want  to  sav. 
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Mr.  Bentley  (reading) : 

Mr.  Outeelt  presented  a  Kickapoo  Indian,  McJohnson,  who  said  he  was  28 
years  of  age,  being  from  the  Territory  of  Oklahoma,  United  States  of  America, 
and  a  resident  for  some  time  in  this  village. 

Interrogating  the  said  Indian  through  Mr.  Pablo  Rodriguez,  an  interpreter 
named  for  that  puriwse,  as  to  what  he  had  to  state  to  this  court,  he  declared  as 
follows :  That  I  was  at  the  Central  Hotel  in  this  village  about  the  4th  of  this 
month,  talking  with  Mr.  L.  C.  Grimes  and  another  white  man  from  Oklahoma 
Territory,  when  M.  J.  Bentley  came  with  policemen  and  took  me  out  by  force 
from  the  room  of  these  white  men,  and  they  took  me  to  the  camp  of  the  Kick- 
apoo Indians  already  referred  to,  and  which  is  close  to  the  San  Francisco  estate, 
on  the  edge  of  the  Sabinas  River ;  that  he  did  not  want  to  go  with  those  men ; 
that  they  took  him  by  force :  that  they  forced  him  to  go  with  them ;  that  they 
boarded  a  hack  with  M.  J.  Bentley  and  a  i>oliceman;  that  they  left  him  at  his 
camp  that  night,  but  that  Bentley  forbid  him  to  leave  the  camp;  that  this  feok 
place  about  nightfall:  that  on  the  following  morning  a  policeman  came  to  his 
camp  and  said  that  Bentley  wanted  him,  McJohnsou,  to  sign  a  paper,  to  which 
he  replied  that  he  did  not  wish  to  sign  it ;  that  the  i)olicemau  retired,  returning 
again  with  the  same  errand  of  Beutley*s,  and  again  he  refused  to  sign  the 
paiier;  that  the  policeman  retireil  again  and  in  a  little  while  retumetl  accom- 
panie(}  by  a  servant  of  Mr.  Roman  Galan ;  that  the  two  to(jk  him  by  either  arm 
and  oblige*!  him  to  go  where  Bentley  was;  that  when  he  arrived  where  Bentley 
was  he  again  refused  to  sign  the  paper;  that  the  iwliceman  had  him  by  one 
arm  and  tlie  servant  to  Roman  Galan  had  him  by  the  other  arm;  that  while 
they  had  him  in  this  position  the  servant  of  Roman  Galan  hit  him  a  blow  on  the 
head  with  a  big  pistol ;  that  his  wife  and  some  other  iiersons  of  his  family  were 
there,  excited  and  crj-ing,  and  in  this  way  he  was  ne(*essitated  to  sign  the  paper 
which  Bentley  wanted  him  to  sign ;  that  they  did  not  read  the  pai)er  to  him,  and 
he  does  not  know  of  what  it  treated,  but  he  thinks  it  refers  to  his  lands;  that 
he  repeats  that  he  did  not  wish  to  sign  it ;  that  Bentley  forbade  him  to  talk  with 
the  American,  L.  C.  Grimes;  that  he  also  forbade  him  to  leave  Mexico;  that  in 
in  the  event  he  did  leave  this  country  he  could  not  return,  but  would  have  to 
stay  away  from  here. 

Interrogated  as  to  what  else  he  had  to  manifest  to  this  court,  he  replied  that 
this  was  all  he  had  to  say,  and  signed  with  the  subscribing  judge,  the  inter- 
preter C.  (citizen)  Pablo  Rodriguez,  the  American  C,  J.  A.  Outeelt,  and  the 
attesting  -witnesses. 

We  give  faith. 

ViCTo.  Rodriguez. 
T.  Mc  John  SON. 
Padlo  Rodriguez. 

J.  A.  OUTCELT, 

Assistant  United  States  Attorney, 
A.  A.  Falcon. 
A.  F.  Wals. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  arrested  upon  this  complaint? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  wa.s  the  complaint  under  which  I  was  thrown 
in  prison  and  upon  which  I  was  tried. 

Senator  La  Follette.  How  long  were  you  held  in  prison  on  that 
charge? 

Mr.  Bexti^y.  Six  days. 

Senator  La  Follette.  What  was  the  date  of  your  arrest  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  24th  of  June. 

Senator  La  Follette.  How  soon  after  this  complaint  was  made? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Immediately  when  I  returned:  two  days  later. 

Senator  La  Follette.  What  is  the  date  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  This  complaint  is  executed  on  the  22d  of  June, 
1906,  and  I  returned  to  Muzquiz  two  days  afterwards  from  the 
capital  of  the  State  of  Coahuila,  where  I  had  been  to  see  the  governor. 
I  Knew  probably  they  would  arrest  me,  and  immediately  after  leav- 
ing the  train  I  was  arrested  on  this  charge  and  I*  was  held  three 
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days  without  trial  and  then  my  trial  began.  Here  is  a  complete 
record  of  that  trial,  and  I  wish  to  read  into  the  new  record  the  testi- 
mony of  Mack  Johnson  as  piven  Ijefore  the  court.  I  will  also  ask 
the  committee  to  observe  that  the  persons  who  appeared  before  the 
court  and  committed  perjury,  as  snown,  by  their  statements — ^some 
four  or  five  witnesses  at  the  time  Outcelt  had  me  arrested — ^are  the 
same  Indians  and  persons  that  Thackery  wanted  Outcelt  to  take 
before  the  President  of  Mexico  to  try  to  have  a  commission  of  some 
kind  appointed. 

I  wish  now  to  read  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  verdict  of  this 
court : 

The  30th  of  June,  1906,  constituted  the  first  court  of  letters  of  Monclova  at  this 
vniage  of  Muzqulz.  J.  A.  Outcelt  was  caused  to  api>ear  for  the  purpose  of  ampli- 
fying his  declaration,  and  being  first  duly  swoni,  which  was  duly  done  through 
the  ofilcial  interpreter  of  the  district,  Mr.  Alberto  IX)bo,  he  was  interrogated  in 
general,  and  he  rer>eated  what  he  had  already  declared,  adding  that  he  is  49 
years  of  age.  Being  expressly  interrogated  as  to  whether  the  document  a, 
which  are  to  be  found  on  pages  15  and  16  of  this  record,  exhibite<l  by  Mr. 
M.  J.  Bentley,  have  any  legal  force  in  the  I'nited  States  of  America  or  transfer 
any  right  or  obligation,  he  replieil.  after  examining  them  and  ascertaining  their 
contents,  that  they  have  no  value  whatsoever  or  any  legal  force  in  his  coimtry. 
Being  asked  if  he  desires  that  they  proceed  against  Mr.  Bentley  or  whether  he 
charges  any  crime,  he  replied  that  he  had  caused  these  proceedings  to  be 
Instituted  st)lely  to  show  to  the  United  States  (Joveniment,  in  whose  name  he 
came,  that  the  said  Mr.  Bentley  Is  deceiving  he  Indians  who  reside  in  the  juris- 
diction of  this  village,  for  the  puri>ose  of  causing  them  to  sell  him  their 
properties  which  they  own  in  Olilahoma  Territory  at  a  low  price,  notwith- 
standing the  high  value  which  these  properties  have  In  that  place,  and  for 
this  i)urpose  he  now  asks  for  a  certified  copy  of  the  record  of  these  proceedings 
to  send  to  his  Government  for  such  action  as  they  may  desire  In  the  premises. 
After  which  this  step  of  the  proceeding  was  terminated,  and  being  read  to  the 
declarant  by  his  interpreter  he  aflirmed  and  signed. 
I  give  faith. 
At  the  margin  a  seal,  Juzgado  lo  de  letras  del  distrito  de  Monclova.  Coahnl/a. 

F".  Valdez  I^ano. 

G.  A.  Outcelt,  Asst  U.  8,  Atty, 

Alberto  Ix)bo. 

Carlos  Rios. 

I  now  quote  from  Outcelt's  testimony. 
Senator  La  Follette.  What  is  the  page  ? 
Mr.  Bentley.  Page .     I  read  as  follows: 

The  CFiAiRMA:?.  Did  you  know  of  Bentley  being  Imprisoned  in  Muzqulz? 

Mr.  Outcelt.  Yes,  sir;  I  did. 

The  Chairman.  When  did  you  first  Ivuow  of  his  being  in  prison? 

Mr.  Outcelt.  I  first  found  out  that  he  was  In  jail  on  the  morning  of  the  25th 
day  of  June.  Ho  had  been  put  In  the  day  before,  so  I  was  Informed,  by  the 
Mexican  authorities. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  know  what  he  was  put  In  for? 

Mr.  OuTCKLT.  I  have  no  Idea  what  the  original  arrest  was  for:  I  was  not  in 
Muzquiz  or  in  Mexico  at  the  time,  unless  he  was  arrested  later  in  the  evening 
of  the  24th. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  file  and  charge  against  him? 

Mr.  Outcelt.  Yes,  sir;  I  filed  some  complaints  against  him,  made  by  those 
Indians  at  a  subsequent  date. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  after  that? 

Mr.  Outcelt.  I  supi)ose  probably  the  20th  or  possibly  the  mora  lug  of  the  27th. 

So  jou  see  he  absolutely  denies  that. 

Thfs  is  a  matter  I  want  to  insert  as  to  Outcelt's  statement  of  his 

visits  to  the  camp.    It  is  on  page of  the  record.    Quoting  Mr. 

Outcelt: 
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Mr.  OuTCKLT.  I  did  not  f^o  out  until  after  the  25th  day  of  June:  I  do  not 
know  just  the  date  it  was  after  that,  but  I  did  not  go  out  until  after  that  time. 

The  Chairman.  After  you  went  to  the  camp  that  time,  did  you  know  of  any 
Indians  being  in  prison  in  Muzquiz — any  of  those  KiekaiK>os? 

Mr.  OuTCELT.  At  any  time  after  that? 

The  Chairman.  Yes. 

Mr.  OuTCELT.  Yes,  sir;  there  were  Indians  in  jail  every  day  or  two  every 
time  I  was  there. 

The  Chairman.  After  you  returned  from  the  camp  you  say  you  did  not  go  out 
there  until  the  20th  or  25th V 

Mr.  OuTCELT.  Not  until  after  the  25th  of  June. 

The  Chairman.  In  the  meantime  were  you  at  Muzquiz  most  of  tlie  time? 

Mr.  OcTCELT.  I  was  there  at  Muzqtiiz  ;ill  the  time  until  the  22d  of  June  in 
the  afternoon. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  not  read  us  anything  about  his  saying 
he  was  not  out  there  but  twice. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  witness  has  shown  by  this  record  that  he  was 
not  there  from  May  31  until  after  June  20,  when  he  positively  was 
there  several  times.     I  think  the  record' will  show  that. 

The  Chairman.  Now.  did  you  understand  at  any  time  after  that  and  before 
the  2r>th  of  June  that  any  of  those  men  were  poing  to  the  campV 

Mr.  OuTCELT.  Well,  I  understood  the  order  is8ue<l  applied  to  all  white  men, 
but  whether  they  went  to  the  camp  or  not  I  do  not  know.  They  talkeil  to  me 
aI)out  that.  From  my  stand iK>int  I  was  in  an  entirely  different  iK>sition  from 
them.  I  could  not  afford  to  violate  any  orders  I  received  from  Mexican  authori- 
ties, or  any  of  the  authorities,  and  1  do  not  know  whether  any  of  them  did; 
they  i)erhaps  did. 

Now,  I  wish  to  cite  the  committee  to  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Outcelt  to 
Mr.  Thackery  in  which  he  says  on  June  7,  to  Mr.  Thackery,  that  the 
boys  go  to  camp  to-night,  and  here  he  has  testified  that  he  did  not 
know  when  they  went  oack  or  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Ccrtis.  WTiv  do  you  not  put  in  the  whole  dispatch  ? 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  I  will  do  so.     It  is  on  pa«re of  the  record.     I 

wish  in  this  connection  to  say  to  the  committee  in  all  frankness,  that 
so  far  as  Outcelt  is  concerned,  all  the  records  before  you,  and  every 
statement  he  has  made  in  his  report  to  you,  are  shown  to  be  absolutely 
false  and  I  do  not  believe  it  is  right  to  impose  on  this  counnittee  by 
taking  up  its  time  to  go  over  a  thing  that  has  been  proven  a  hundred 
times.  The  testimony  in  his  record  in  a  hundred  instances  in  contra- 
dictory of  his  report. 

Senator  Curtis.  Just  quote  this  dispatch  here,  June  7,  1906,  to 
Frank  A.  Thackery,  C.  P.  Diaz:  "Yes.  Authorities  weakening. 
Boys  go  to  camp  to-night.'"    This  is  signed  by  Outpelt. 

Sir.  Benti.ey.  I  do  not  think  I  care  to  say  anything  more  on  this 
phase  of  the  subject,  and  I  do  not  want  to  take  up  the  financial  part 
of  it  until  'I  have  more  time  than  I  have  now  before  this  committee. 

At  this  point  the  committee  took  a-  recess  until  1.30  o'clock  p.  m. 

AFTER  RECESS. 

The  committee  reassembled  at  1.80  p.  m. 

STATEHENT  OF  MABTIN  J.  BENTLEY  (Resumed). 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Bentley,  you  may  proceed  with  your  statement. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  at  this  time  to  refer  to  the 

'matter  of  the  Brosius  investigation.     I  omitted  to  call  the  attention 

of  the  committee  to  several  matters  in  connection  with  that  investi- 
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gation,  among  them  the  case  of  the  imbecile  Indian  Paw-kaw-kah, 
referred  to  already  in  the  record  on  page  307. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  record  do  j'ou  refer  to? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  committee  record.  This  appears  in  a  detailed 
statement  made  under  the  direction  of  Inspector  Beede  dated  Sep- 
tember 21),  1898.  I  had  prepared  a  statement  as  to  why  the  Indians 
had  not  leased  their  lands.  Paw-kaw-kah's  allotment  is  No.  205.  He 
is  generally  known  as  an  imbecile.  That  accounts  for  his  not  being 
on  his  land,  as  you  will  observe. 

Referring  to  the  report  of  S.  M.  Brosius,  I  invite  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  proceedings  of  a  proposed  council  as  sub- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  as  a  basis  for  investigating 
the  affairs  of  my  agency  and  to  the  testimony  taken  in  relation 
thereto. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Please  give  us  the  page? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  page  295.  The  proceedings  of  this  council 
contain  some  very  damaging  statements  against  me  which  the  inves- 
tigation of  the  mspector  proved  to  be  absolute  forgeries.  Every 
Indian  whose  name  was  attached  testified  before  the  inspector  that 
he  was  not  present  and  that  he  never  heard  of  any  such  council.  On 
the  24th  of  September,  1898,  Inspector  Beede  called  before  him  all 
the  Indians  that  could  be  found  in  that  country  who  were  the  alleged 
signers  of  the  proceedings  of  the  council  referred  to,  and  they  testi- 
fied as  follows — I  am  readftg  from  the  testimony  taken  by  Beede  in 
relation  to  the  proceedings  of  that  council  on  page  223,  and  I  espe- 
cially call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  testimony  of  this 
Indian,  because  some  of  the  committee  will  remember  his  appearing 
before  vou  at  Shawnee.  I  have  reference  to  the  testimony  of  Xoten, 
who  I  believe  is  as  intelligent  an  Indian  as  there  is  in  the  Kickapoo 
tribe.     Noten  testified  as  follows: 

No  TEN,  recaUed,  testified  as  foUows: 

Q.  Exhibit  P.  This  \m\yer  was  supposed  to  have  been  sifoied  at  Sac  and 
Fox  Agency  the  14th  of  July  last.  Have  you  read  this  paper  and  do  you  under- 
stand it? — A.  You  read  it  here. 

Q.  Is  this  true,  did  you  sipn  it? — A.  No,  sir;  I  never  saw  it  l)efore,  until  It 
was  read  here. 

Q.  Was  you  at  the  apency  on  that  date? — A.  I  know  nothing  about  It.  We 
were  there  a  lonp  time  apo. 

Q.  This  Is  in  July,  the  14th  of  July.— A.  I  don't  know  anj-thiuR  about  it. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  are  concerned  this  paper  Is  all  a  lie? — A.  It  must  be  all  a 
lie;    I  don't  know  it. 

Then  follows  the  testimony  of  other  signers : 

O   KE   MA   A    SOM,   PaH    KA    SE,    Pa   PAH    8E  PE   A,   Ke   NO   8HA   MA,   PEM    ME  TON, 

Pe  ah  twy  tuck.  Kah  to  quo  kah,  Wah  pe  so,  each  of  these  men  being  duly 
affirmed,  deposes  and  says: 

O  KE  MAii  A  SOM  testifies: 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  this  paper? — A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Sac  and  Fox  Agency  July  14th? — A.  No;  somebody  stole 
my  name  and  put  It  to  that  pai>er. 

Pe  ah  twy  tuck  testifies  as  follows:  I  was  at  home  sick  and  I  know  nothing 
about  that  pai>er. 

Kah  to  quo  kah  testifies  as  follows: 

Q.  What  do  you  know  about  this  pai)er? — A.  I  don't  know  anything 
about  it. 
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Q.  You  heard  It  read  here  now? — A.  Yes;  but  I  don't  know  anything 
about  it. 

Q.  Were  j'ou  at  Sac  and  Fox  Agency  when  this  paper  was  gotten  up? — ^A.  No; 
I  was  in  Kansas. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  about  this  paper  before  now? — A.  No. 

Pah  ka  se  testifies  as  follows: 

Q.  I'ou  heard  this  paper  read  here? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  this  pai>er  before  you  come  here? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Never  signed  any  such  paper? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  \^ere  you  on  the  14th  of  July? — A.  Shawnee. 

Q.  What  is  your  father's  name? — A.  Mesh  que  ken  ock  (name  signed  to  same 
paper). 

Q.  Where  was  your  father  on  that  date? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  he  here? — A.  I  left  him  at  home  when  I  started  to  Shawnee. 

Q.  I>ld  you  find  him  there  when  you  went  back? — A.  He  had  gone  somewhere. 
He  might  have  gone  to  the  agency  for  all  I  know. 

Pem  me  ton  aflinned  as  follows: 

Q.  Have  you  heard  this  paper  read? — ^A.  Yes;  I  heard  it  now. 

Q.  Was  you  at  Sac  and  Fox  Agency  on  14th  of  July? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  this  pai)er  read  before  you  came  here? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  sign  It? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  know  anything  about  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  that  day? — A.  Here;  village. 

Ke  no  sua  ma  testifies  as  follows: 

Q.  Has  this  pai>er  been  read  to  you? — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it 
at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  sign  it? — A.  I  never  touched  no  paper. 

Q.  You  have  heard  it  read  to-day?— "A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  the  14th  of  July? — A.  Here  all  the  time. 

Q.  You  were  not  at  the  Sac  and  Fox  Agency  on  that  date? — ^A.  No. 

Pah  pah  se  pr  a  testifies  as  follows: 

Q.  Have  you  heard  this  i)ai)er  read  to-day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  ever  sign  this  pai>er? — A.  Somebody  else  must  have  signed  my 
name  to  it.     I  never  did. 

Q.  Where  were  you  on  the  14th  of  July,  181)8? — ^A.  I  was  right  here  at 
Shawnee  town. 

Q.  You  don't  know  anything  about  this  paper? — A.  I  never  touched  the  pen 
to  that. 

O  KE  MA  A  80M  (hls  X  mark). 
Pb  ah  twy  tuck  (his  x  mark). 
Kah  to  quo  kah  (his  x  mark). 
Pah  ka  se  (his  x  mark). 
Pem  me  ton  (his  x  mark). 
Ke  no  sha  ma  (his  x  mark). 
Pa  pah  se  pa  a  (his  x  mark). 
Witnc^sses  to  signatures: 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Scott. 
Dudley  H.  Shawnee. 

Subscribed  and  affirmed  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  September,  1S08. 

Cyrus  Beede, 
V.  8.  Indian  Inspector. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Relative  to  mv  imprisonment  in  Mexico  and  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Outcelt  at  that  time,  I  desire  to  say  that  the  prison  in 
which  I  was  kept  was  the  upstairs  of  an  ancient  Spanish  building 
which  was  being  repaired.  It  was  strewn  with  shavings  and  lumber 
find  plunder  of  different  Irinds.  and  extended  along  for  perhaps  80 
feet.  It  was  a  series  of  narrow,  long  rooms,  and  on  one  side  faced  the 
principal  street  of  Muzquiz.  The  entrance  to  the  court  room  in 
which  I  was  tried  led  through  under  the  part  where  I  slept,  so  that 
I  could  go  to  the  bars  of  the  window  and  sit  in  the  recess  of  the 
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window  and  hear  conversations  with  persons  on  the  street   very 
plainly. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  entrance  was  right  underneath  the  room  in 
which  you  were  confined? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  and  persons  standing  about  the  entrance 
to  the  court  room,  of  course,  I  could  readily  overhear.  The  'first 
three  days  that  I  was  in  prison  Mr.  Outcelt,  ]ftr.  Grimes,  Mr.  Clark, 
and  Mr.  Brown  and  some  other  white  men  had  the  Indians  in  front 
of  the  court-house  and  were  urging  and. imploring  thefh  and  were 
making  an  extreme  effort  to  get  them  into  the  court-house.  No 
Indian  wanted  to  come  in  and  give  any  testimony,  but  they  were 
induced,  one  after  the  other — those  that  were  supposed  to  be  friendly 
to  Grimes — to  come  in.  During  those  three  days  the  statement 
which  were  the  basis  of  my  trial  were  made.  At  the  end  of  the  three 
days,  under  the  Mexican  custom,  I  was  permitted  to  be  present.  That 
was  what  they  called  "  confrontal."  The  witness  is  called  back  and 
he  makes  his  statement,  and  the  accused  person  is  permitted  to  con- 
verse with  the  witness  to  see  if  a  reconciliation  of  the  testimony  can 
be  had,  and,  as  shown  by  the  copy  of  the  court  proceedings  taken  in 
the  court,  in  each  instance  an  Indian  was  brought  in  audi  his  state- 
ment was  read  to  him  and  I  interrogated  him  m  regard  to  it,  and 
each  and  every  witness  denied  absolutely  his  statement;  some  said 
they  were  intimidated  into  signing.  Homer  Anderson,  a  witness 
who  speaks  fine  English  and  can  read  and  write  English,  testified  in 
the  case.  I  want  to  read  a  paragraph  of  his  testimony  in  the  record. 
The  paragraph  referred  to  is  on  page  210  of  Appendix  B,  the  third 
paragraph.     It  is  as  follows : 

MuzQUiz.  June  28,  1906. 
Being  present,  the  detained  M.  J.  Bentley  and  the  Indian,  Homer  Anderson, 
being  first  duly  sworn  by  the  interpreter,  Pablo  Rodriguez,  for  the  purpose  of 
causing  the  confronting  of  them  because  of  the  conflict  in  their  state'ments,  con- 
sisting in  the  first  named  asserting  that  the  Indian  Anderson  had  signed  the 
list  or  pai)er  for  him  voluntarily,  and  that  he  has  had  no  other  business  with 
him  except  to  lend  him  money,  while  Anderson  asserts  that  he  was  taken  to  the 
presence  of  Bentley  by  force  to  sign,  and  that  if  he  refuse<l  to  sign  he  would 
send  him  to  Muzquiz  to  jail,  and  that  he  made  him  sign  that  pai)er  without 
knowing  its  contents ;  and  being  fully  ai)prised  of  all,  they  were  made  ltuol^^l  of 
the  conflict  of  statements,  and  the  Indian  stated  that  the  paper  which  Bentley 
presented  to  him  he  signed  voluntarily ;  that  he  did  refuse  at  the  beginning  be- 
cause he  did  not  know  its  contents,  but  that  as  soon  as  said  Bentley  explained 
It  to  him  he  signed  without  any  Intimidation  or  threat  whatsoever  being  made. 
Being  asked  by  Bentley  why  he  had  given  the  first  statement  above,  he  could 
give  no  satisfactory  reason,  bringing  to  a  close  this  diligence,  which  was  read 
by  tlie  interpreter,  and  they  who  had  confronted  signed.  • 
We  give  faith. 

ViCTo  Rodriguez,  F. 

M.  J.  Bentley. 

HoMEB  Anderson. 

I  *  ARLO    RODRIG  UEZ . 

A.  A.  Falcon. 
A.  F.  Wals. 

Now,  it  should  be  observed  that  Mr.  Outcelt  has  testified  that  I  was 
not  acquitted ;  that  I  was  convicted.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  last  paragraph  of  page  206  of  Appendix  B,  as  follows: 

,  Muzquiz,  June  29,  1906. 

Having  reviewed  [seenl  this  accnsation  made  against  M.  J.  Bentley  by  the 
Kickapoo   Indians,    McJohnson,    Homer   Anderson,   Ah-tem-y-tnck,    Cha-ku-set, 
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and  others  represented  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Outcelt,  as  representative  of  the  United 
States  of  America ;  that  the  inquisition  of  the  accused  was  had  and  he  was 
made  known  of  the  charge  against  him  [the  cause  of  his  detention],  and  con- 
sidering that  the  delicto  (crime  or  wrong]  which  is  chargeti  to  him  has  not  been 
proved  according  to  the  proofs  and  dwlarations  which  exist  in  this  house ;  that 
in  his  conception  the  Imprisonment  of  the  accused  should  not  be  ordered  lu  the 
judgment  of  the  undersigned  judge,  and  for  the  same  reason  the  absolute  lib- 
erty of  the  accused  should  be  decreed,  tiibject  to  what  the  suiierlor  may  decree, 
to  whom  this  proceeding  will  be  accounted.  Kor  what  has  been  stated  It  is 
resolved : 

First.  M.  J.  Bentley  is  declared  at  liberty,  subject  to  what  the  superior  may 
decree. 

Sectind.  Notify  and  remit  tliis  cause  to  the  court  of  letters  lu  term  for  its 
action. 

The  second  local  judge,  Bernardo  Blanco,  so  ordered  It  and  slgnwl. 

Bernardo  Blanco. 

A.  A.  Falcon. 

A.  F.  Wals. 

The  committee  will  observe  from  the  testimony  in  this  record 
the  alleged  compelling  of  the  Indians  to  sign  and  the  intimidation 
of  Indians.  ^When  an  educated  Indian,  who  spoke  good  English,  was 
called  into  iny  presence  and  interrogated  he  denied  absolutely  that 
any  force  or  abuse  of  any  kind  was  used,  and  here  is  his  sworn 
statement. 

Taking  up  the  matter,  further,  of  my  detention  in  prison  during 
the  six  days  I  was  in  there,  as  I  have  stated,  ^Mr.  Outcelt  and  Mr. 
Grimes  and  Mr.  Brown  were  there,  and  at  no  time  did  I  observe  Mr. 
Outcelt  when  he  was  not  in  the  presence  of  some  one  of  those  per- 
sons who  were  known  as  "  the  Grimes  crowd."  They  and  Outcelt 
were  working  hand  in  hand,  and  they  and  Outcelt  were  present 
the  first  three  days  that  those  charges  were  being  made  and 
this  docket  being  fixed  up,  but  my  son  or  my  wife  or  Mr.  Field 
or  my  clerk,  or  any  person  known  to  be  friendly  to  me — any  citizens 
of  the  town  who  might  have  felt  a  kindlj^  interest  in  me  or  who 
might  have  felt  that  I  was  pei-secuted — no  persons  but  the  Grimes 
crowd  and  Mr.  Outcelt  were  permitted  in  that  court  room;  neither 
at  the  time  of  my  trial  was  anyone  permitted  in  the  court  room 
but  members  of  the  Grimes  crowd,  except,  I  believe,  my  son  was 
permitted  to  bring  an  express  package  to  me,  containing  some  money, 
while  I  was  in  court. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  drinking  and  debaucheiy  of  those  In- 
dians, I  will  say  that  while  I  was  in  prison  the  most  awful  drunken 
orgies  that  anybody  ever  saw,  I  l)elieve,  took  place.  I  saw  Mr. 
Grimes  and  Mr.  Outcelt  and  the  women  in  and  out  of  the  saloon; 
I  saw^  Indian  men  and  women  hugging  each  other  on  the  street  in  a 
beastly  state  of  intoxication,  and  the  case  that  was  testified  to  and 
which  appears  in  the  record,  where  a  drunken  woman  was  loaded 
into  a  hack  by  Grimes  and  where  Grimes  and  others  carried  and  put 
a  large  quantity  of  some  kind  of  drink  in  the  carriage,  is  true.  That 
was  the  last  thing  I  saw  in  >[uzquiz.  I  was  in  the  j)laza  opposite 
there  and  saw  my  wife  and  Mr.  Ikenberrj^  and  Mrs.  Ikenberry  and 
some  drummer  from  Chicago.  Mr.  Outcelt  was  standing  on  (me 
side  of  the  street  there,  and  I  saw  this  drunken  woman,  as  dead  as 
could  be  with  drink — perfectly  limp — carried  out  of  the  saloon. 
She  apparently  came  down  and  was  carried  out  of  the  room  from 
the  hotel  part  of  the  building,  and  I  saw  her  laid  in  the  carriage; 
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there  was  also  a  drunken  woman  on  the  other  side,  and  then  Grimes 
and  some  other  man  came  out  of  the  saloon,  loaded  with  what  ap- 
peared to  be  mescal,  and  they  laid  that  in  the  hack  and  Grimes  and 
Chapman  and  several  others  piled  into  the  hack  and  went  away 
hallooing  and  singing,  and  went  out  of  town,  I  presume,  to  the  camp. 
From  that  time,  which  was  the  night  of  the  29th  of  June,  until  about 
the  20th  day  of  July,  I  did  not  sclc  anything  more  of  Mr.  Outcelt. 
I  escaped  and  made  the  border  and  got  across  the  river  and  stayed 
there  at  Eagle  Pass.  Of  course,  in  the  meantime  Indians  were  held 
there  under  armed  guard  and  no  Indian  was  permitted  to  come  out 
unless  he  was  brought  out  by  some  of  the  Grimes  party. 

At  the  time  referred  to,  when  Mr.  Outcelt  came  to  Sabinas  and 
arrested  and  returned  that  large  party  of  Indians,  Mr.  Emey,  I 
think,  had  wired  or  written  me  that  the  Indians  were  going  to  make 
an  eifort  to  escape  over  there ;  they  had  not  come  out,  as  he  had  ad- 
vised them,  probably,  and  Mr.  Field  went  to  Sabinas  on  the  ni^ht 
train  of  the  day  they  were  detained  there,  and  the  next  morning 
he  wired  me  back  to  Eagle  Pass,  saying  that  the  Indians  were 
arrested — "  Outcelt  Was  here  last  night."  The  telegi'am  was  dated 
July  7,  1906. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  there  any  other  statement  that  you  desire  to 
make  before  we  ask  questions  of  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  so,  with  relation  to  what  occurred  at 
Muzquiz. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  I  would  like  to  know  how  long  you  were  agent 
for  these  Indians — I  mean  those  for  whom  you  acted  as  Indian  agent. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  began  April  22,  1896,  and  mv  office  was  abolished 
September  30,  1901. 

Senator  CrrRTis.  You  mean  by  abolished  that  the  office  of  agent 
was  abolished  or  discontinued  and  a  bonded  superintendent  put  in 
charge? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs  in  which  he  stated  that  in  pursuance  of  a  set  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  it  was  decided  to  put  the  Indians 
under  a  bonded  school  superintendent,  and  my  office  had  been  abol- 
ished. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  date  of  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  date  of  that  letter  was  about  September,  1901. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  turned  over  the  office  when? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  The  1st  day  of  October.  I  began  turning  it  over 
the  30th,  or  the  last  day  of  September,  I  think  it  was,  1901. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  afterwards  appointed  special  agent, 
were  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  by  the  Department ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  been  referred  to  as  "  special  agent." 
Whom  were  you  appointed  a  special  agent  by  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  President  Cleveland  had  me  appointed  special 
agrent  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  locating  the  Mexican 
Kickapoo  Indians,  or  those  known  as  the  Kicking  Kickapoos  at  the 
time,  to  place  them  upon  their  allotments,  and  my  title  always  should 
have  been  special  agent  of  the  United  States. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is,  you  were  appointed  special  agent  by  the 
President,  under  his  authority  and  power,  and  not  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  or  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  there  was  a  difference.  President  Cleveland 
directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  make  the  appointment. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  of  special  agent? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  Yes,  sir;  it  seems  there  was  a  law  under  which  I 
could  be  appointed  as  special  agent,  or  the  appointment  of  the  special 
agent  of  the  United  States  could  be  made. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  did  you  act  in  that  capacity? 

Mr.  Bentley.  As  I  have  stated,  from  April,  189G,  to  September  30, 
1901. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Then  you  were  not  a  real  Indian  aj^ent? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  I  never  was  an  Indian  agent  in  the  full  sense 
of  the  term,  though  I  was  detailed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  perform  the  same  duties, 
and  had  the  same  jurisdiction  over  the  Indians  that  most  Indian 
agents  ordinarily  have ;  that  is,  I  finally  had  that.  At  first  I  had  not 
much  jurisdiction. 

Senator  La  Follette.  That  w^as  under  special  appointment? 

Mr.  Benixey.  Yes,  sir.  At  first  I  w^as  put  down  at  Shawnee  to 
assist  a  regular  special  agent,  and  the  regular  special  agent  had 
charge  of  the  accounts,  and  I  really  had  no  authority  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis,  Then,  as  I  understand  it,  you  never  had  any  spe- 
cific office,  yours  being  a  special  appointment? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  never  had  any  appointment  under  the  United 
States  Oovernment  as  a  regular  Indian  agent. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  You  have  stated  that  the  surplus  lands  of  the 
Kicking  Kickapoo  Indians  were  sold  without  their  consent.  Why  do 
you  make  that  statement  when  the  records  show  that  a  majority  of 
them  did  consent? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  made  that  statement  for  the  reason  that  the  Kick- 
ing Kickapoos,  and  in  fact  all  the  Kickapoos,  so  far  as  I  know,  have 
always  denied  that  they  ever  made  any  treaty  or  that  they  ever  did 
any  act  or  thing  that  would  lead  to  an  allotment. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  your  statement  is  based  on  what  they  have 
told  you  since,  not  that  you  were  present  when  the  agreement  was 
made  bv  the  commission  with  the  Kicking  Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Rentley.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  present,  and  I  base  my  reason 
upon  the  statements  made  by  the  persons  who  were  present  and  from 
the  statements  of  the  Indians  themselves  and  upon  the  record  made 
at  that  time,  showing  that  under  that  treaty,  which  contains  the 
names  of  numerous  persons  who  never  did  exist,  it  can  not  be  recon- 
ciled with  any  tribal  enrollment  of  those  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  that  not  made  by  one  of  the  commissions 
sent  out  by  Mr.  Cleveland  to  secure  an  agreement  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No;  by  President  Harrison.  The  Indians  were 
taken  advantage  of. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  say  was  it  not  claimed  by  this  commission  that 
those  Indians  did  agi-ee  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  A  commission  know^n  as  the  Gerome  Commission 
came  there,  and  came  to  get  an  authority  from  those  Indians,  and 
claimed  that  they  signed,  but,  as  I  have  stated,  that  contained  the 
names  of  people  who  had  been  dead  long  before  that  date.  I  have 
investigated  tnat  document.  It  contains  the  names  of  persons  who 
can  not  be  recognized  by  any  enrollment  of  the  tribe. 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  they  did  not  exist? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Pei-sons  who  did  not  exist.  It  contained  the  names 
of  Kansas  Kickapoos  who  never  had  any  right  in  Oklahoma,  and,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  from  very  diligent  inquiry,  it  is  my 
candid  belief  that  no  such  treaty  was  ever  kno\vinffly  made. 

Senator  Citrtis.  You  stated  at  the  time  you  tooK  charge  that  there 
were  about  200  of  those  Kicking  Kickapoo  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  are  there  now? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  suppose  that  there  are  about  the  same,  about  200. 
Since  they  have  been  m  Mexico  they  have  increased  a  great  d^al,  and 
it  is  necessary  to  enroll  them  and  those  children.  Of  the  old  origi- 
nals I  want  to  say  to  the  committee  that  the  delegation  that  appeared 
before  President  Cleveland  at  the  time  I  was  appointed  special 
agent  are  all  dead.  I  want  to  say  further  that  there  is  something 
really  pathetic  in  this  case.  Take  all  the  old  chiefs  and  old  council- 
men,  the  stanch  men  of  the  Kickapoo  tribe,  who  came  here  with  me 
in  1890  and  1898.  They  are  all  dead  but  John  Mine;  not  another 
one  is  living.  Johnny  Mine  I  regard  as  the  most  honest  of  Indian 
men,  notwithstanding  he  drinks. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  in  your  statement  you  have  referred  to  these 
Indians  having  been  taken  to  jail  prior  to  your  appointment  as  agent. 
I  wish  you  would  explain  to  the  committee  what  you  mean  by  that. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  perhaps  two  years  before  my  connection 
with  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  would  be  about  1894? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  1894.  Well,  it  was  the  custom  in  those 
days  for  the  marshals  to  come  and  gather  up  Indians  by  the  wagon- 
load. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  it  was  done  regardless  of 
whether  or  not  a  crime  had  been  committed,  and  was  done  by  those 
deputy  United  States  marshals  to  collect  fees? 

Mr.  Bknti.ey.  It  was  just  a  fee-grabbing  affair.  There  were 
times  when  Mr.  Field  and  I  found  a  large  number  of  Indians  in 
the  Guthrie  jail  with  different  names  on  the  record,  when  there  was 
not  a  single  Indian  in  prison  whose  name  they  had.  It  was  the 
custom  to  simply  gather  them  up  by  the  wagonload,  and  I  think 
the  records  of  the  Department  of  Justice  will  probably  show  that  I 
came  here  to  Washington  at  my  own  expense  and  insisted  to  the 
Attorney-General  that  it  was  costing  the  United  States  more  to  per- 
secute its  wards  than  it  was  costing  to  support  them,  and  my  state- 
ment seemed  so  ridiculous  that  I  thmk  an  mvestigation  followed,  and 
there  was  a  regular  uprising  in  the  marshal's  office. 

Senator  Curtis,  lou  have  stated  that  these  parties  came  to  the 
Indians  to  take  their  children  from  them? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  For  what  purpose? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  wanted  to  take  them  and  put  them  in  school. 
The  Indian,  agent  could  not  do  anything  with  them,  and  while  they 
were  in  that  disturbed  condition  living  on  school  land  the  Indian 
was  so  prejudiced  against  allotment  that  he  \vould  go  10  miles  around 
rather  than  go  across  the  place  where  they  had  beeh  allotted,  and  in 
the  midst  of  that  here  came  the  marshals,  and  when  the  Indians 
refused  to  surrender  their  children,  then  they  arrested  them  for  re- 
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sisting  United  States  officers  and  brought  them  into  Shawnee  by  the 
wagonload. 

I^nator  Curtis.  In  your  statement  you  spoke  of  Larrabee,  the  As- 
sistant Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  never  having  been  recon- 
ciled. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cvrtis.  Had  vou  had  any  unfair  treatment  at  his  hands? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  t>een  ordered  out  of  the  Indian  Office  by  him 
when  I  went  there  on  legitimate  business.  I  do  not  know  whether 
that  would  be  considered  unfair  treatment  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Since  he  has  been  Assistant  Conmiissioner  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  he  refused  to  listen  to  you  when  you  would  go 
there  with  a  complaint? 

Mr.  Bentley.  1  came  along  the  corridor  on  one  occasion  and  he 
came  out  of  his  office  and  said  to  me:  "You  have  no  business  here; 
you  know  you  are  not  wanted  hei-e."  He  said  I  had  lio  business  to  be 
walking  around  there;  that  I  ought  to  have  gone  direct  to  the  Com- 
missioner and  I  felt  that  his  attitude  was  such  that  I  did  not  want  to 
pre^sent  anything  to  him. 

Senator 'Curtis.  You  have  a  little  feeling  against  the  Indian  Office, 
Mr.  Thackery,  and  others,  have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Bkntley.  I  have  had  this  feeling  since  I  saw  a  lot  of  poor 
helpless  Indians  oppressed  and  refused  assistance  or  proper  consid- 
eration.    I  felt  that  the  Indians  had  been  treated  unjustly.  - 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  felt,  have  you  not,  Mr.  Bentley,  and 
acted  upon  that  presumption,  that  the  Indian  Office  and  Mr.  Thack- 
ery were  really  against  vou,  and  against  your  plan  of  action  with 
the  Kickapoo  Indians — that  is,  that  your  conduct  with  regard  to  the 
Kickapoo  Indians  was  not  meeting  with  the  approval  of  the  agent, 
Mr.  Thackery,  and  with  the  officers  of  the  Department  here? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  felt  that  the  Indian  Office  was  unjust  both  to 
myself  and  the  Indians,  and  their  prejudice  against  me  was  such 
that  they  would  at  any  and  all  times  sacrifice  the  best  interest  of  the 
Indians  to  defeat  me  m  sometliing,  and  I  have  had,  for  that  reas<m, 
considerable  feeling  against  them.  I  would  like  to  say  in  that  con- 
nection with  the  last  trouble  I  hacl^with  them,  by  records  I  can  pro- 
duce to  this  committee,  Mr.  Thackery  sought,  and  made  a  great  effoil 
to  hold,  for  an  Indian  boy  $480  worth  of  land  as  against  his  superior 
right  in  the  Creek  Nation  of  $8,000  worth  of  land,  a  piece  of  land 
that  I  to-day  will  give  $12,(X)0  for — IGO  acres  of  land.  I  want  to  say 
that  I  will  show  bv  this  record  that  Mr.  Thackery  wnllfully  falsified 
to  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Interior  and  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
and  tried  to  hold  the  inferior  right  for  that  boy;  that  it  was  in  a 
ratio  of  $100.  to  $2,000,  because  he  said  in  his  statement  that  the 
intimation  was  that  I  was  going  to  make  a  dollar  or  two  out  of  it, 
and  in  view  of  such  conditions  I  admit  that  I  do  not  feel  very 
friendly  to  those  people. 

Senator  Curtis.  As  I  understand  it,  the  Department  has  had  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  with  those  Kicking  Kickapoo  Indians  for  a 
great  many  years? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  You  ha\e  said  that  at  one  time  those  Indians  were 
very  prosperous.     I  wish  you  would  give  that  date. 

Mr.  Benti^y.  Yes,  sir.     That  was  the  date  I  quit  the  service. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  j^ear  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  in  the  year  1901.  I  wish  in  that  connec- 
tion, if  the  committee  will  pardon  me,  to  cite  you  to  a  schedule  that 
shows  some  prosperity — a  verified  schedule.  On  page  311  of  the  gen- 
eral record  I  find  this  statement  and  this  schedule. 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  your  own  statement  ( 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  a  statement  verified  by  Inspector  Beede,  as  fol- 
lows : 

I  further  submit  that  the  Kicking  Kicakpoo  Indians,  who  prior  to  my  ap- 
pointment never  earned  a  penny  by  their  labor  for  white  iKjople  and  who 
derived  no  revenue  or  benefit  from  their  allotments,  now  earn  and  derive  as 
follows : 

Hay  made  and  sold  by  Kicker  allottees  iHjr  annum $800. 00 

Acreage  of  hay  sold  by  Kicker  allottees  who  are  physically  and  other- 

•    wise  unable  to  harvest  their  hay  crop ^ 211.50 

Revenue  from  Kicker  leases 1,300.00 

Revenue  derived  from  taking  stock  to  graze 1S5.00 

Stove  w<M)d  cut  and  sold  by  Indians 500.00 

Corn  raised  and  sold 60.00 

Cotton  crop  made  by  Kicking  Kickapoos  this  season 67.  r>0 

Revenue  from  picking  cotton 3,000.00 

Total 6. 124. 00 

Number  of  Kickers  who  have  become  identifled  with  and  claim  their  land, 
126. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  Kicking  Kickai>oos  now  have  standing  In  field 
more  tlian  100  acres  of  corn  that  will  average  more  than  30  bushels  to  the  acre. 
In  addition  to  this  3,0<K)  bushels  of  com,  they  have  cut  and  stacked  an  abun- 
dance of  forage  for  their  mules  and  inmies,  and  some  families  have  as  nnicii  as 
20  bushels  of  dried  sweet  com  and  a  great  quantity  of  dried  pumpkin  and  dried 
green  beans,  sweet  potatoes,  and  other  vegetables.  As  my  report  shows  they 
have  made  a  great  stride  toward  self-support  and  usefulness,  and  I  believe  it 
kept  in  (jhnrge  of  persons  who  can  exercise  that  degnn?  of  patience  and  prudence 
that  the  eftort  of  these  ptH)ple  merits  them  they  will  soon  become  a  self-sup- 
porting and  useful  people. 

Most  respectfully  sulimitted. 

Martin  J.  Bentley, 
Special  Assistant  L\  S.  Indian  Agent. 

Mr.  Beede  very  carefully  took  testimony  to  affirm  or  deny  that 
report  and  he  found  that  it.  was  true. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  Why  did  thev  retard  after  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  A  did'erent  policy  was  adopted.  My  plan  or  my 
line  of  operation  was  that  no  goocl  could  come  to  an  Indian  except 
through  labor.  I  induced  him  to  ixo  on  his  own  land  and  on  the 
land  of  his  family  and  in  some  way  to  pet  something  out  of  it 
himself. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  succeeded  you  in  your  office? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Frank  A.  Thackery. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  not  until  1901? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  do  you  not  know  that  it  has  been  the  policy 
of  the  Department  since  1901  to  have  the  Indians  work  as  much  of 
their  land  as  possible? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  know  that  has  been  the  policy,  but  it  has  not  been 
done  at  that  agency. 
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Senator  Curtis.  ^\Tiat  do  you  know  about  these  Indians,  contrary 
to  the  policy  of  the  Department  at  Washington,  being  encouraged  to 
leave  their  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  heard  the  statement  of  Jim  Deer  before  this 
committee,  and  perhaps  he  did  not  make  it  as  clear  as  it  should  have 
been  made  for  lack  of  language.  Jim  Deer  is  a  smart  Indian.  Mr. 
Cade,  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  certifies  in  this  record  that  this  Indian 
was  intelligent  enough  when  he  had  a  large  quantity  of  hay  to  mort- 

fage  it  and  turn  it  over  for  security  and  hold  it  for  a  better  price, 
im  Deer  made. his  living  partly  from  the  allotment  of  his  minor 
child.  The  child  was  an  idiot,  and  Mr.  Thackery  had  a  guardian 
appointed  and  leased  the  land  away  from  Jim,  and  Mr.  Thackery 
permitted  Indians  to  lease  land  who  should  not  have  been  permitted 
to  lease  it,  and  they  would  be  encouraged  to  lease  it,  and  to-day 
scarcely  any  of  them  live  on  their  own  allotment.  A  different  policy 
has  been  pursued. 

Senator  Ci-rtis.  You  mean  a  different  policy  at  this  agency. 
There  has  not  been  a  different  policy  pursued  by  the  Department. 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir ;  there  has  been  a  different  policy  pursued  at 
that  agency. 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  it  not  been  the  policy  as  you  understand  it,  of 
the  Indian  Office,  since  1901,  to  induce  those  Indians  to  work  their 
own  allotments  and  to  discourage  them  from  renting  them  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  has  always  been  the  policy,  and  I 
have  been  in  a  position  to  know.  It  was  only  the  old  and  infirm 
and  minors,  and  those  who  could  not.  with  profit  to  themselves, 
occupy  their  allotments  who  were  permitted  to  lease  either  under 
the  law  or  the  regulations. 

The  Chatrmvn.  That  was  under  your  administration? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Under  any. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  the  policy  under  any? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  La  Follette.  Was  that  the  policy  pursued  by  Agent 
Thackery? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  No,  sir;  I  wish  to  say  to  this  committee  frankly  that 
there  w^as  no  traders'  store,  and  no  reason  ever  existed  why  the  In- 
dians should  lease  their  land  so  that  their  money  could  come  into 
my  hands  at  my  agency. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  they  adont  the  policy  at  that  agency 
of  appointing  guarclians  for  minors,  and  why,  if  you  know? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Immediatelv  after  I  left  the  service,  that  was  in 
1901,  it  began. 

Senator  CrKTis.  Did  you,  or  some  friend  of  the  Indians,  notify  the 
Department  of  what  was  going  on  there? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  There  was  no  use  to  do  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  Commissioner  Jones  was  your  friend,  was 
he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  During  the  last  days  of  my  administra- 
tion he  wrote  me  a  very  friendly  Tetter,  congratulating  me  upon  my 
success  with  the  l?;ickapoo  Indians,  and  stated  that  while  I  would  not 
be  officially  connected  with  him  any  more  he  hoped  I  would  continue 
to  advise  them  in  their  interests. 

Senator  Curtis.  Could  not  Mr.  Field  or  you  take  time  to  come 
here  and  have  access  to  the  office  of  W.  A.  Jones? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  There  has  been  such  a  prejudice  in  the  Indian 
Office  against  Mr.  Field  and  myself  that  we  could  not  get  any  justice 
unless  we  came  here  and  went  direct  with  each  and  every  case  to 
Commissioner  Jones  in  person,  and  we  did  not  feel  that  that  was 
right. 

Senator  Cuktis.  Do  you  claim  to  this  committee  that  if  you  had 
gone  to  Mr.  Jones  and  told  him  that  they  were  pursuing  a  policy 
at  this  agency  different  from  the  policy  of  his  department,  or  that 
was  being  carried  out  at  other  agencies,  that  he  w^ould  not  have 
ordered  a  general  investigation? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  want  to  say  that  while  the  Indian  Office  has  repeat- 
edly sent  inspectors  to  make  reports,  that  instead  of  reporting  the 
facts  most  of  them  reported  the  revei*se  of  the  facts  and  the  testi- 
mony of  these  investigating  officers  was  such  that  Mr.  Jones  had  to 
turn  us  down,  though  their  statements  were  not  true. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Now,  it  is  charged  that  instead  of  you  trying  to 
aid  and  assist  those  Indians  in  staying  on  their  places  you  began 
immediately  after  you  were  succeeded  by  Mr.  Thackery  to  induce 
those  Indians  to  go  to  Mexico.  What  have  you" to  say  about  that 
charge  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  say  frankly  that  at  no  time  and  in  no  way  have  I 
ever  induced  any  Kickapoo  or  other  Indian  to  go  to  Mexico.  The 
first  ones  that  came  urged  and  begged  me  to  take  them.  You  heard 
my  wife's  testimony  on  the  stand  with  relation  to  Pakotah,  who  was 
the  first  Indian  to  leave  after  I  went  out  of  the  service,  and  I  want 
to  read  this  committee  a  letter  addressed  by  me  to  Senator  Quay  in 
relation  to  his  going,  and  I  submit  to  you  whether  you  would  not 
have  helped  him.  The  letter  will  1h^  found  on  page  —  of  the  Ap- 
pendix. 

I  read  that  letter  to  show  the  committee  the  conditions  that  pre- 
vailed when  they  first  started.  That  was  the  first  Indian  that  left 
the  United  States  after  my  office  was  abolished. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  wish  you  would  state  to  the  committee  what 
advice  you  gave  to  the  Indians  when  they  talked  to  you  about  going 
to  Mexico,  and  if  you  encouraged  them  in  any  way ;  and  if  so,  what 
encouragement  you  gave  them. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  I  want  to  make  a  very  full  statement  about 
that  so  that  I  will  be  properly  imderstood.  You  mean  after  I  became 
agent  ? 

Senator  Cuirns.  At  any  time.  You  have  been' charged  with  hav- 
ing worked  on  this  from  the  start,  and  the  committee  wants  to  know 
just  what  part  you  took  in  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  real  facts  are  that  I  never  intended  originally 
to  move  those  Indians  to  Mexico  at  all,  or  that  they  should  move.  1 
believed  this,  that  if  they  went  on  their  lands  near  Shawnee  that  they 
should  learn  to  farm  and  make  a  good  living  there,  and  they  would 
do  just  as  they  did  in  two  years  after  I  went  there,  when  they  were 
raising  cotton,  corn,  and  wheat  down  there,  and  were  making  a  liv- 
ing. One  of  them,  old  man  Parthe,  went  over  to  visit  his  old  mother 
in  Mexico.  He  had  no  idea  of  ever  going  to  Mexico  to  live.  I  had 
alwavB  encouraged  the  Indians  in  this  way :  Go  on  your  land  and  be 
somebody,  be  a  man  and  make  some  money,  and  after  awhile  if  condi- 
tions l>ecome  intolerable  you  will  not  be  compelled  to  stay  here. 
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But  if  I  had  said  to  the  Kickapoo  "  you  must  stay  here  forever,"  he 
would  have  been  discouraged  and  would  have  had  no  disposition  to 
go  on  his  land  and  labor  for  the  betterment  of  his  condition.  I  say 
now,  frankly  and  honestly,  that  I  never  at  any  time  encouraged  a 
Kickapoo  to  leave  the  United  States  except  where  I  encouraged  him 
to  believe  that  if  he  was  prosperous  and  industrious  and  amounted 
to  something  he  could  go  where  he  pleased. 

Senator  Cfrtis.  You  did,  after  the  restrictions  were  removed  on 
those  seven  Indians,  encourage  them  to  go  down  there,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  They  were  already  there  and  had  been  for  several 
years.  Okemah  Was  the  first  one  who  went  and  he  went  with  the 
consent  of  the  Indian  Office  and  under  the  representation  that  he  had 
an  estate  over  there  which  he  has  now.  His  allotment  was  adjoining 
the  city  of  Shawnee,  artd  he  did  not  want  to  live  there;  he  wanted  to 
go  away.     His  children  had  died  there  as  fast  as  they  were  bom. 

The  Chairman.  That  consent  is  in  the  record,  is  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  the  correspondence  is  in  the  record.  I  did 
not  move  any  Indians,  or  offer  to  aid  them,  until,  I  think,  two  years 
after  my  office  had  expired,  when  the  Indians  became  discouraged 
and  appealed  to  me  to  help  them,  and  I  could  not  resist  helping 
them,  and  I  tried  to  help  them  out.  I  felt  that  they  were  in  bonaage. 
T  have  neved  denied  any  of  these  facts.  I  have  always  come  before 
the  committee  and  stated  my  belief  that  they  ought  to  be  permitted 
to  stay  over  there,  inasmuch  as  they  had  gone. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  stated  this  morning  that  Inspector  Nessler 
had  reported  against  Okemah's  plan  of  renting  his  pasture  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  talk  to  him  about  it? 

Mr.  Benti.ev.  Mr.  Nessler  contended  with  me  and  said  that  the 
fact  of  these  white  people  grazin«j  their  cattle  on  the  Indian  land 
was  an  indirect  effort  to  defeat  the  rule  of  the  Department  which 
provided  that  white  people  should  not  occupy  Indian  land  without 
first  having  procured  a  legal  lease. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  cite  you  the  rule  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  knew  that  I  well  knew  the  rule. 

The  Chairman.  He  meant  the  rule  of  the  Department  that 
Indians  could  not  lease  their  land  without  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary. 

Mr.  Benti.ky.  Yes;  this  was  not  a  lease.  These  Indians  were  by 
this  act  occupying  thieir  allotments  and  earning  their  living  there- 
from, and  doing  that*  thing  that  the  Government  had  always  soiijrht 
to  get  the  Indians  to  do,  to  go  on  their  land  and  make  a  living 
therefrom.  These  Indian  boys  were  as  regular  as  a  clock.  They 
erected  a  large  corral  at  the  entrance  of  the  pasture.  The  white 
people  turned  their  cows  in  in  the  morning  and  in  the  evening  the 
Indian  boys  gathered  the  cows  and  returned  them  to  the  corral. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  white  men  came  and  took  their  own  cows 
away. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Xessler  objected  to  everything;  I 
have  his  report.  He  did  worse  than  that.  I  want  to  say  with  refer- 
ence to  that  report  that  at  that  time  the  Indian  Office  hampered  me 
in  everything;  I  had  no  authority.  If  I  wanted  to  buy  anything 
I  had  to  submit  a  list  to  the  Indian  Office,  and  the  Sac  and  Fox 


1232  AFFAIBS   OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

agent,  who  was  a  deadly  enemy  of  mine,  was  authorized  to  make  the 
purchases  for  me,  and,  of  course,  I  never  got  anything  that  I 
wanted  or  as  I  wanted  it.  At  that  time  I  had  estimated  for  12 
head  of  milk  cows,  12  mules,  6  cook  stoves,  and  some  breaking  plows. 
As  to  the  cows,  I  never  thought  to  specify  that  the  cow  should  have 
a  calf  with  her.  I  thought  if  it  was  a  milk  cow  that  implied  that  she 
would  have  a  calf  with  her,  but  to  the  contrary,  they  brought  V2 
long-horn  Texas  cows,  with  young  calves,  that  w^ere  giving  milk; 
they  were  separated  and  the  calves  were  left  12  miles  away  near  the 
Creek  line,  and  it  required  the  efforts  of  several  skillful  cowboys  to 
herd  them  down  to  Shawnee  for  deliverj'.  We  put  them  up  in  the 
railroad  stock  pens  and  in  the  morning  they  were  all  gone  out  one. 
There  was  no  pen  in  that  country  to  hold  them  away  from  their 
calves.  Mr.  Nessler  said  I  complained  that  I  had  not  received 
proper  treatment.  lie  heard  these  cows  were  gone,  and  they  are 
gone  yet. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  your  statement  this  morning  you  said  that 
Mr.  Brosius  had  made  a  report  against  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cuktis.  What  would  induce  him  to  make  a  false  report; 
did  you  and  he  have  any  trouble? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  if  the  committee  will  permit  me  that  I  can 
show  a  motive.  Mr.  Lee  Patrick  was  at  that  time  agent  of  tlie  Sac 
and  Fox  and  had  his  store  there,  and  there  was  a  very  spirited  con- 
troversy between  himself  and  me  about  the  Kickapoo  lease  money. 
He  insisted  that  the  lease  money  be  paid  through  his  agency,  which 
would  mean  fhat  it  would  pass  through  his  store,  and  if  it  did  of 
course  he  would  get  half  of  it,  because  they  charged  twice  as  much  as 
anybody  else,  as  I  can  show  by  competent  testimony  in  this  reeonl. 
Mr.  Patrick,  to  get  rid  of  this  opposition,  no  doubt  fixed  up  a  pur- 
ported council  proceeding,  because  the  proceedings  are  in  his  hand- 
writing. I  have  here  the  original  in  his  handwriting  which  I  under- 
.  stand  w^ll  be  inserted  in  the  record,  and  here  follows  the  list  of  names 
attached  to  it  in  Mr.  Patrick's  handwriting. 

In  conclusion,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  who  is  our  agent  and  what  disposi- 
tion is  being  made  of  our  funds. 
Very  respectfully, 
Ali-(iue-no(!-o-se,    Chief;    Xoten,    Assistant    Chief;    Mesh-pue-ken*-ock, 
Ko-ke-sah,    O-ke-ma-a-som,   Ah-kah-te-she-mah,    Mah-ohe-ne-ne,   A- 
che-nia-que,     Qua-ne-po-set,     Ah-no-she-ne-ne,     Pe-o-nios-ke,     Pah- 
ka-se.   Ah-clie-ko,   Pa-pa h-se-pe-a,    Ke-no-sha-ma,   Pem-me-ton,  Me- 
che  kah,    Pe-ah-twy-tuck,    Kah-kah-tos,    Chak-ko-sot,    Mah-we-nah, 
Kah-to-quo-kah,    Wah-pe-so,    Wa-pish-ke,    Toc-com-me,    Pem-e-pah- 
lioh-nah,  Mah-ke-pah-ke-so,  Mah-wah-pah-mah,  Pem-me-sah^  Pe-ne- 
she,    A-tah-nwah-tuck,    Kay-pay>o-mah,    Wah-i)e-pe-nah,    Ka-kah- 
ne-che-kah. 
Witnesses : 

Hugh  Pitzeb. 
Payson  S.  Whatley. 

Here  are  Mr.  Patrick's  clerks  names  as  witnesses  to  these  forged 
signatures,  also  that  of  William  Ilerr,  who  testified  before  Mr. 
Beede  later  that  they  were  not  present  at  the  council,  that  the  papers 
were  brought  up  there,  and  they  thought  they  were  all  right  and 
signed  them.  There  is  not  the  name  of  a  single  person  to  that  pur- 
ported council  proceeding  who  ever  signed  or  ever  saw  or  ever  heard 
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of  that  instrument  until  Mr.  Beede  called  their  attention  to  it  a 
month  later.  The  old  chief  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  Ocquenahkothe, 
when  Mr.  Beede  read  that  instrument  to  him,  asked  to  be  sworn,  and 
he  called  the  Great  Spirit  to  witness  that  he  had  never  heard  of  any 
such  council,  and  stated  that  he  was  150  miles  away  on  the  day  that 
the  council  was  said  to  have  been  held. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  it  is  your  judgment  that  Mr.  Brosius  was 
imposed  upon  by  the  trader  there,  Mr.  Patrick? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  Mr.  Brosius,  if  he  was  imposed  upon,  was 
very  willingly  imposed  upon.  That  council  is  the  beginning  of  his 
report,  or  his  complaint  m  the  matter,  and  this  is  the  first  citation 
in  the  Brosius  complaint  or  charges.  Then  Mr.  Brosius  ffot  the 
Kickapoos,  or  a  few  of  them,  together  at  McLeod^  Okla.,  and  had  a 
council  of  his  own,  and  the  Indians  all  testified  that  he  did  not 
explain  the  contents  of  the  paper  that  they  signed,  and  I  think  they 
are  correct. 

Senator  CuRi  is.  Now,  what  advice  did  you  give  to  the  Kickapoo 
Indians  about  sending  their  children  to  school  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  first  real  advice  I  gave  was  pretty  forcible  ad- 
vice. T  foiwid  this  condition,  that  unless  I  put  some  of  them  in 
school  I  would  have  to  quit  the  service,  and  I  took  25  of  them  and 
sent  them  to  Carlisle  Sc^hool,  and  I  regret  that  more  than  any  other 
act  in  my  connection  with  the  Kickapoos.  It  was  their  utter  ruin. 
Those  boys,  when  they  came  home,  were  drunkards  and  gamblers; 
3  of  the  il  who  returned  from  school  were  murdered  by  the  others 
in  less  than  two  years,  and  the  girls  had  lost  all  idea  of  morality, 
with  one  lone  exception.  George  Kishketon,  who  aided  the  Grimes 
crowd  to  rob  his  relations,  is  one  of  those  school  boys  referred  to, 
and  not  one  of  them  on  the  face  of  the  earth  is  worth  the  powder  to 
kill  him,  with  one  exception.  You  might  take  the  average  Kickapoo 
boy  and  put  him  among  white  people,  where  he  would  never  hear  his 
language  or  see  another  Kickapoo,  and  he  would  invariably  make  a 
useful  man.  I  can  bring  a  Kickapoo  Indian  who  was  never  in  school 
who  can  sit  at  this  table  and  draw  the  picture  of  the  room  and  of  all 
of  you  so  you  in  the  room  would  be  readily  recognized.  So  I  say  it 
was  against  my  judgment,  which  proved  to  be  correct,  to  put  these  25 
boys  and  girls  in  school. 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  out  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  mean  those  I  put  in  the  Carlisle  Indian  School, 
and  not  tlie  local  school.  I  say  that  if  that  school  at  Shawnee  was 
abolished  and  the  money  that  supports  it  thrown  into  the  sea  it 
would  be  a  blessing  to  every  Indian  in  Pottawatomie  County,  be- 
cause then  the  Indian  children  who  are  gathered  there  where  the 
language  is  perpetuated  would  go  to  the  country  schools  in  the  white 
community  where  their  parents  live,  and  would  acquire  the  language 
and  habits  of  the  white  people.  But,  on  the  contrary,  here  come  the 
Indian  police  and  Indian  agents  and  gather  them  up  and  take  them 
to  the  agency  school. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  should  taking  these  children,  to  whom  you 
have  referred,  to  this  school  have  a  bad  effect  on  them  when  it  has  had 
a  beneficial  effect  on  others  who  had  been  sent  to  the  school? 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  must  bear  in  mind  that  most  of  those  who  go 
to  the  Carlisle  Indian  School  are  Indians  practically  only  in  name, 
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and  as  to  these  half-l)reeds  it  would  not  make  so  much  difference 
where  the}'  were  sent. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  can  bring  you  full-blood  Indians  with  their 
ears  pinched  and  their  noses  cut  and  all  the  evidence  that  they  are 
full-blood  Indians,  who  were  educated  at  Haskell  and  Carlisle  and 
the  reservation  school,  and  who-  are  good  bakers,  carpenters,  and 
plasterers. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  may  be  true;  very  probably  some  Indian 
whose  language  did  not  predominate  at  the  school  he  attended  may 
b€L benefited,,  while  a  Kickapoo  under  like  conditions  would  not  be. 
These  different  Indians  are  as  different  from  each  other  as  Chinese 
and  Japanese,  or  as  English  and  Italian.  This  is  true  of  the  Chev- 
ejmes  and  the  Kickapoos  and  the  Comanches.  The  rule  that  would 
benefit  one  would  be  utter  ruin  to  the  other. 

Senator  Citrtis.  After  your  term  as  ajrent  had  expired,  and  when 
Thackery  was  trying  to  get  these  Indians  to  attend  school,  what 
advice  did  you  give  them  when  they  came  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  think  there  are  some  Indians  now  in  Mr.  Thack- 
ery's  school,  but  I  am  not  sure.  I  think  I  encouraged  them  to  go;  I 
never  discouraged  any. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Pid  you  ever  advise  an  Indian  that  unless  he 
went  to  Mexico  his  childi-en  would  be  sent  to  school  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Never;  that  was  never  a  consideration.  It  is  true 
that  the  old  Kickapoo  mother  and  father  are  desperately  against 
the  school  proposition,  and  it  is  seen  in  this  record  that  it  is  the  school 
boys  who  have  come  back  and  robbed  them,  and  the  girls  came  back 
bad  women,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  they  should  be  opposed  to  it 
To  illustrate  that,  I  went  one  day  to  get  a  couple  of  Indian  boys  to 
put  them  in  school  and  the  father  of  one  of  them,  an  old  Indian,  said, 
"  Take  that  ax  and  knock  liim  in  the  head  and  I  will  gladly  bury 
him ;  I  would  rather  you  would  do  that  than  take  him  to  school  be- 
cause he  will  come  back  hei^e  and  kill  the  rest  of  us."  I  did  not  take 
the  boy.  and  I  am  glad  of  it. 

Senator  Crmis.  What  had  vou  l)een  doing  there  to  make  the  De- 
partment charge  you  with  having  thwarted  its  efforts  and  the  efforts 
of  the  agent  when  they  sent  Mr.  Beede  down  there  to  inve.stigate 
matters? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  had  been  doing  that  which  the  United  States  has 
always  tried  to  do;  I  was  doing  that  thing  that  I  was  appointed  to  do, 
to  get  these  Indians  to  work  and  to  be  sober  and  decent  citizens,  and 
Mr.  Brosius  must  have  known  it;  he  saw  the  houses  and  homes  and 
oivhaixls — there  wei^  some  nice  oivhards  down  there  that  those 
Indians  had  planted. 

Senator  (\:ktis.  Did  this  change  in  their  condition  come  about  at 
once  after  you  left  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  came  about  gradually.  The  Indians  saw  that 
they  had  no  protection  over  at  the  agency.  If  they  were  over  there 
at  noon  they  were  locked  out  and  allowed  to  run  around  like  a  lot  of 
dogs  in  the  cold.  There  is  only  one  way  to  get  along  with  a  Kicka- 
poo Indian.  If  a  man  is  so  far  above  him  that  he  can  not  aa<«ociate 
with  him,  and  will  not  allow  him  to  come  into  his  office,  he  is  not  a 
proj^er  agent.  It  may  not  l>e  ^Ir.  Thackery 's  fault.  The  agency 
there  is  a  very  nice  agency  and  much  in. contrast  to  the  agency  I 
had.    I  want  to  sav  that  I  rented  a  large  wagon  vard  out  there  with 
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a  camp  house  and  if  an  Indian  came  with  produce  to  sell  he  could 
sell  it  or  stay  there  all  night  if  he  chose.  They  brought  in  corn  and 
other  provisions,  and  they  slept  and  cooked  there  when  they  were  in 
town  and  did  not  abuse  the  privilege. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  other  words,  you  got  as  near  to  the  Indian  as 
you  could? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  dfd.  In  fact,  I  have  been  harshly  criti- 
cised for  my  methods.  If  I  asked  the  Kickapoo  Indians  to  come  into 
the  agency  and  sign  papers,  and  he  was  wild  and  difficult  to  control, 
I  went  out  and  reasoned  with  him  and  convinced  him  that  I  was 
trying  to  help  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  had  the  Indians  refused  to  occupy  their 
allotments  before  you  were  appointed  assistant  si>ecial  agent  t 

Mr.  Bextley.  They  did  not  want  allotment.  They  believed  the 
allotment  would  be  their  imdoing  in  the  end;  if  their  land  was  held 
individually  it  would  be  taken  away  from  them  and  they  would  be 
poverty  stricken,  and  that  would  be  the  end  of  them.  I  want  to  say 
m  this  connection  that  I  will  offer  a  letter  in  the  record  showing 
their  disposition  toward  allotment,  and  where  the  Indian  agent  at  the 
time  this  alleged  treaty  is  supposed  to  have  been  made,  certified  to 
the  Indian  Office  that  there  had  been  a  drouth  in  that  country;  that 
the  Indians  were  all  in  a  starving  condition,  and  he  asked  authority 
to  buy  seven  months'  rations,  and  the  authority  was  given  and  the 
rations  purchastnl  and  brought  there  at  the  time  this  supposed  treaty 
was  made,  or  just  before  it,  in  the  same  year,  and  no  Kickapoo  ever 
accepted  an  ounce  of  those  provisions,  l)ecause  he  was  required  tx) 
sign  for  them,  and  they  would  not  give  their  names  for  fear  of  being 
allotted,  and  the  rations  had  to  be  sold. 

Senator  CiRTis.  Is  that  the  year  that  Congress  appropriated  $5,000 
the  first  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir ;  Congress  had  been  doing  that  a  great  many 
years.     It  had  been  a  custom  for  thirty  years  back. 

Senator  Curtis.  Oh,  no.  Congress  stopped  appropriating  for  a 
time,  and  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Senator  Quay,  it  made  a  special 
appropriation  of  $5,000  for  the  Kicking  Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  There  had  been  an  appropriation  annually 
before  that  of  $5,000  for  all  the  Kickapoos,  and  then,  through  the 
efforts  of  Senator  Quay,  and  perhaps  your  own  efforts.  Congress 
appropriated  for  the  Kickers,  who  had  left  their  allotments  and  had 
refused  to  go  back  to  their  allotments,  an  additional  sum  of  $5,000. 
I  want  to  say  that  the  agent  says  that  the  Indians,  for  fear  of  being 
put  in  jeopardy  of  l)eing  allotted,  refused  to  touch  the  pen  to  receive 
any  part  of  those  rations,  and  he  could  not  give  it  to  them  unless  they 
signed  for  it,  and  therefore  he  had  to  sell  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  year  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  year  the  alleged  treaty  was  supposed  to  have 
been  made;  that  was  in  1891.     I  will  offer  tnat  report  in  the  record, 

The  ChairmaVs.  I  wish  you  would  do  so. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

MEXICAN    KICKAPOOS. 

This  is  a  restless,  suspicious,  aud  stubborn  tribe  of  Indians.  They  will  sacri- 
fice all  comforts  and  benefits  alloweil  them  by  the  Government  rather  than 
deviate  from  their  own  nonprogressive  notions,  for  fear  of  putting  themselves 
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In  jeopardy  of  being  civilized.  They,  lilce  Big  Jim's  band  of  X'piier  Shawnees, 
refuse  to  i)atronize  scliools  or  allow  tlieuiselves  to  be  enrolled  or  enumerated. 

The  past  year,  owing  to  the  failure  of  crops  from  drought,  tliey  were  almost 
in  a  condition  of  famine,  several  of  them  actually  starving  to  death.  On  rep- 
resentation .of  the  facts,  I  obtained  autliority  to  purchase  for  them  seven 
mouths'  rations  out  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  tlie  snpiwrt  of  Kicliapoos. 
After  the  provisions  were  i)urchased  they  actually  refused  to  enroll  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drawing  the  same,  notwithstanding  their  starving  condition,  and  the 
rations  had  to  be  sold.  The  cause  of  this  was  their  fear  that  the  enrol lm«it 
might  in  some  way  serve  to  force  an  arbitrary  allotment  upon  them. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  them  to  accept  any  Innovation  into  their  cus- 
toms and  usages  of  living.  Especially  has  it  proven  a  tedious  process  in  the 
case  of  allotments.  The  Cherolvee  Commission  met  this  tril)e  in  council  twice 
in  1890  and  once  during  the  present  year,  at  all  of  which  councils  the  common 
result  was  reached,  the  Indians  absolutely  refusing  to  treat  for  the  sale  of  the 
residue  as  surplus  lands. 

At  the  last  meeting  with  them  the  argument  was  presented  that  they  were 
situated  on  their  present  location  merely  by  Executive  order,  a  clemency  that 
might  at  any  time  be  revoked  and  the  same  power  used  to  remove  them  to  other 
lands;  that  they  should  talse  advantage  of  the  present  opportunity  to  secure 
permanent  homes  and  a  good  competence  arising  from  the  sjile  of  the  surplus. 
To  this  they  replied  that  the  reservation  was  no  larger  than  sufficient  for  their 
needs;  that  to  become  definitely  located  would  be  to  destroy  their  visiting, 
feasts,  and  dances;  that  if  they  did  not  own  the  reservation  It  would  not  be 
.  right  to  dispose  of  that  which  did  not  belong  to  them,  and  if  it  was  theirs  they 
did  not  wish  to  sell.  The  Commission  could  do  nothing  further  with  them,  and 
here  the  negotiations  for  the  present  were  ended. 

In  my  opinion  these  Indians  will  ultimately  accept  the  proposition  of  the  Com- 
missioners. They  are  by  nature  so  suspicious  that  they  are  slow^  to  comprehend 
meaning  and  grasp  situation.  But  that  the  opening  to  settlement  of  the  adjoin- 
ing reservations  already  treated  for  and  the  influx  of  white  settlers  will  illus- 
trate the  error  of  their  present  ways  and  show  them  that  their  old  tribal  rela- 
tions and  savage  instincts  are  no  longer  best  or  tenable  I  feel  confident. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  want  to  say  that  it  is  true  that  until  T  made  it  the 
United  States  never  had  a  correct  enrolhnent  of  the  Ki^kapoo  In- 
dians. When  they  were  allotted  30  were  left  out,  and  a  lot  of 
them  to-day  have  no  land.  The  Government  had  no  data  to  work 
on;  the  Indians  would  not  sign  their  names,  and  thev  would  not 
talk. 

Senator  Cuktts.  In  other  words,  they  were  properly  named — 
Kickers  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  properlj^  named.  They  kicked 
at  everything  that  meant  civilization. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  I  understand  you  correctly  in  your  statement 
this  morning  that  both  Thackeiy  and  Outcelt  were  here  at  the  hear- 
ings of  the  committee  or  that  they  had  the  report  of  the  hearings 
before  them? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Thackery  and  the  Commissioner  were  here  at 
the  hearing;  then,  later,  when  Mr.  Thackery  and  Mr.  Outcelt  went  to 
Mexico  the  Indian  Office  had  supplied  them  with  copies  of  the  hear- 
ings before  the  committee.  Those  I  •^nw  in  Mr.  Outcelt's  hand,  and 
I  saw  him  and  Mr.  Thackery  conferring  with  relation  to  what 
occurred  here.  Both  of  them  well  knew  that  they  were  trying  to 
controvert  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  conmiittee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  ]Mr.  Thackery  at  the 
Indian  camp  at  Muzquiz  or  near  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Benixey.  I  will  explain  that.  T  know  that  Mr.  Outcelt  and 
Mr.  Thackery  were  there,  or  afterwai-ds  rather.  Okemah  had  a  boy 
about  to  die,  and  I  took  a  horse  and  went  hurriedly  to  Muzquiz  and 
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there  I  employed  Doctor  Long  and  brought  him  out  to  tlie  camp,  and 
this  fuss  over  these  white  men  getting  away  had  just  come  up  as  we 
arrived.  Doctor  Long  prescribed  for  this" boy —he  gave  him  some- 
thing  to  relieve  him — and  T  asked  him  if  he  would  not  go  up  there 
and  explain  to  the  white  men  that  the  Indians  themselves  had  been 
to  the  authorities  and  complained,  and  that  the  authorities  had  said 
that  no  one  would  be  permitted  on  their  land  unless  they  wanted 
him  there.     It  was  not  my  complaint. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  order  those  white  men,  or  either  of 
them,  to  be  removed  from  the  camp? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  was  not  through  you  that  the  order  was  made? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  sign  that  paper  that  the  old  interpreter, 
Jones,  said  he  saw  with  your  name  attached  to  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  think  I  can  explain  that.     I  think  the 

£aper  read,  "  Kickapoo  Indians  living  on  the  property  to  wliich 
[artin  J.  Bentley  holds  the  title,  the  Indians  having  consented  " — 
or  something  like  that — to  reside  there,  having  the  right  to  be  there 
under  me,  and  that  no  person  objectionable  to  the  Indians  should 
be  permitted  to  stay  there. 

Senator  Citrtts.  Did  you  not  order  Jones  or  that  colored  man 
off,  because  you  thouj^ht  they  were  interfering  with  your  rights  with 
the  Indians,  or  interfering  with  your  working  with  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  never  spoke  to  him  while  he  was  around  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  order  Mills,  the  old  colored  man,  off? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  tell  you  you  were  trying  to  rob  those 
Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  he  was  drawing  pretty  heavily  on 
his  imagination.  The  facts  are  these :  I  was  in  Muzquiz  one  morning, 
and  here  came  the  chief  of  the  Kickapoos  and  three  or  four  of  the 
Indians,  and  they  said  that  Mills  had  committed  some  improprieties 
with  some  of  the  girls — I  believe  it  was  the  chief's  girl — or  ne  was 
too  fresh,  and  they  wanted  him  arrested  and  locked  up.  I  knew  that 
the  old  negro  had  $400  or  $500  on  him  and  if  he  got  in  jail  the 
Mexicans  would  get  it,  and  tliey  made  their  complaint  to  Guajardo, 
I  went  to  Guajar3o  and  told  him  that  this  old  negro  was  a  harmless 
old  fellow;  if  they  had  sent  a  policeman  out  there  they  would  have 
herded  him  like  a  horse,  and  I  interposed,  and  Guajardo  said,  "  Well, 
if  he  will  leave  the  country  and  get  out  of  here — the  Indians  do  not 
want  him  here — I  will  let  him  leave."  And  we  went  out  there  and 
found  that  the  chief  and  council  were  opposed  to  him,  and  I  per- 
suaded them  to  let  him  remain  for  a  while.  I  said  to  them,  "  You 
had  better  let  Mills  stay  a  while  longer,  and  he  will  leave  here  and 
go  home,"  and  they  rather  consented  to  his  staying. 

Senator  Ccrtis.  But  you  borrowed  his  money,  did  vou  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  did.  He  had  $400  or  $500,  and  I  would 
have  paid  it  to  him  promptly,  except  that  at  the  time  my  account 
was  largely  overdrawn  on  account  of  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  Whv  did  you  not  give  him  a  certificate  of  some 
kind? 
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Mr.  Bex'h.ky.  T  did;  T  gave  him  a  check  payable  at  a  certain 
time.  I  could  not  pay  him  that  day,  or  did  not  want  to.  He  got 
his  money,  however. 

The  Chairman.  You  made  it  on  the  15th  of  the  month? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  like  to  say,  while  we  are  talking 
about  this  matter  of  people  being  ordered  away  from  the  camp,  that 
the  chief,  Wah-pah-ho-ko,  and  the  council  were  very  much  opposed 
to  Henry  Murdock  and  Willie  Murdock  and  Mack  Johnson  and  those 
fellows.  Mr.  Outcelt  lays  great  stress  on  the  fact  that  Henry  Mur- 
dock, as  soon  as  he  employed  him  as  interpreter,  was  arrested  and 
put  in  prison.  The  facts  are  that  he  came  down  there  under  the 
employment  of  Mr.  Grimes  and  I  did  not  know  what  legitimate  use 
Mr.  Outcelt  could  have  for  him,  though  he  and  Grime^s  did  use  the 
same  Spanish  and  Mexican'interpreter ;  but  they  ordered  them  away. 

The  Chairman.  The  Indians  did? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Indians  ordered  those  four  fellows  to  leave,  and 
this  boy,  Wah-pe-pah,  had  come  away  down  there  to  have  one  of  his 
babies  named,  and  I  got  their  consent  to  let  him  come  back  and  have 
church  for  that  purpose,  and  I  said  to  them,  "  If  you  fellows  are 
opposed  to  what  tne  Indians  want  to  do  here,  do  not  help  Grimes  here 
to  rob  your  relations.  Grimes  is  telling  them  to  go  over  to  Eagle 
Pass.  I  will  help  you."  Had  they  wanted  to  go  to  Oklahoma,  I 
would  have  been  glad  to  help  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  stated  that  Thackery  and  Outcelt  were 
assisting  these  men? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  Thackery  wired,  after  that 
bill  had  passed  the  House  and  Senate  and  had  gone  to  the  President, 
to  have  it  vetoed? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes;  I  know  that,  and  I  know  also  that  he  wired 
repeatedly  to  be  advised  as  to  the  very  moment  it  passed.  He  was 
writing  and  wiring  Outcelt  to  get  him  over  there.  I  want  to  say  to 
this  committee  that  when  those  Indians  were  beinij  locked  up  and 
robbed  in  that  wagon  yard  Mr.  Thackery  was  there  in  the  town. 

Senator  Ci:rtts.  Is  it  reasonable  that  he  would  wire  to  the  Depart- 
ment and  urge  that  the  President  veto  that  bill  if  he  wanted  to  help 
rob  those  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  it  is  not.  I  think  that  Mr.  Thackery  may 
have  been  sincere  in  wiring  the  Department  that  he  thought  that 
bill  ought  to  he  defeated  because  he  knew  that  Outcelt  was  going  to 
cooperate  with  those  fellows:  he  knew  that  they  were  going  to  be 
roblwd  of  their  land,  but  I  Mieve  that  when  the  law  did  pass  that  he 
was  friendly  to  their  being  robbed.  I  can  not  see  it  in  any  other 
way. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  not  state  in  one  of  his  letters,  and  did  you 
not  read  it,  that  if  that  bill  lx»came  a  law  he  was  afraid  that  your 
crowd  and  the  other  crowd  would  both  rob  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  true,  and  Mr.  Thackery  knew  that 
those  Indians  welconunl  that  law  and  they  expected  to  put  every 
dollar  of  the  money  into  Mexican  land.  They  talked  with  him  about 
it  and  he  knew  it.  Any  man  knows,  who  has  observed  me  as  close  as 
Mr.  Thackery  has,  that  I  never  did,  never  will,  and  do  not  want  to 
rob  any  Indians. 
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Senator  Curtis.  You  never  heard  of  his  doing  anything  down 
there  except  his  wanting  or  claiming  to  want  to  pay  that  lease 
money  in  Mexico,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  did  not  come  there  claiming  to  want  to  pay  it. 
He  came  there  and  told  the  Indians  ''  If  you  come  over  to  Eagle 
Pass,  I  will  have  lease  money  for  you,"  and  the  correspondence  shows 
that  he  wanted  that  to  use  as  a  lever  for  himself. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  he  did  have  lease  money  with  him,  did  he 
not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  had  authority  to  issue  checks. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  in  the  investigation  that  was  made  by  Mr. 
Outcelt  did  he  not  simply  inquire  as  to  your  treatment  of  the 
Indians,  or  rather  inquire  into  your  conduct  toward  the  Indians  who 
had  the  seven  allotment^  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Why,  Senator,  he  staj'ed  there  for  nearly  two 
months  with  those  Indians;  he  was  in  town  every  day.  There  were 
Okemah  and  Noten  and  different  ones,  and  he  did  not  make  any 
effort  to  get  any  statement  from  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  they  claimed  that  those  Indians  would  refuse 
to  make  any  statement,  or  refuse  to  sign  any  statement  because  you 
told  them  not  to? 

Mr^  Bentley.  I  did  not  tell  them  not  to.  I  told  Mr.  Outcelt  when 
he  came  that  if  he  wanted  the  testimony  of  any  Indian  and  would 
let  him  sign  in  the  presence  of  some  one  who  could  read  English 
and  could  tell  him  wnat  he  was  signing,  he  would  sign  for  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  your  statement  this  morning  you  said  that 
none  of  the  Indians  would  sign  aoything? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Outcelt 's  record  shows  that  they  refused  to  sign 
anything,  and  I  think  they  did  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  not  afterwards  get  deeds  from  two  of 
those  seven,  or  a  contract  to  recover  that  land  from  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  denied  making  any  such  contracts,  and  I  have 
since  found  out  that  the  deeds  and  contracts  were  forgeries. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  not  the  Grimes  people  got  what  they  claim 
to  be  a  contract? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  but  those  Indians  came  before  your  com- 
mittee and  stated  that  they  never  made  any  such  deeds  or  contracts; 
that  they  were  arrested  and  taken  to  Guajardo's  house,  but  they  did 
not  sign  anything. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  Grimes  claims  to  have  a  contract? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  wish  to  say  in  relation  to  the  Indians 
refusing  to  sign  anything,  that  that  is  their  own  statement  to  Senator 
Teller,  as  shown  by  the  Congressional  Record;  it  was  not  my  state- 
ment. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  I  wish  you  would  explain  to  this  committee 
fully  your  connection  with  those  Indians  who  had  the  seven  allot- 
ments, and  what  part  you  took  in  having  the  legislation  enacted — 
the  Senate  amendment  of  1905;  state  to  this  committee  fully  why 
you  wanted  those  restrictions  removed,  what  part  you  took  in  it,  and 
why  you  wanted  those  Indians  to  stay  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  this  way:  They  were  down  there  and  had 
to  have  some  place  to  live.  I  had  formerly  held  a  trust  fund  that  I 
expected  to  invest  in  land  for  them,  but  IVIr.  Thackeray  got  them  to 
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bring  a  lot  of  suits  against  me  and  had  been  so  persistent  in  urging 
them  to  demand  the  return  of  their  money  that  that  money  was  prin- 
cipally takqp  by  them  and  squandered. 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  the  Indians  got  their  money? 

Mr.  Bentl?:y.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  gi'eat  deal  of  their  money  in  my 
hands,  but  Mr.  Thackery  persistently  importuned  them  to  sue  me 
and  demand  the  return  of  the  money.  The  record  shows  in  Dick- 
son's report,  by  the  testimony  of  the  Indians,  that  I  had  several  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  Indians  money  which  I  returned  to  them.  It 
seemed  that  there  was  only  one  thing  to  do,  and  that  was  to  pick  out 
a  few  of  the  allotments  that  would  bring  the  most  money,  and  I 
picked  out  the  old  people  and  those  who  had  no  children  and  had 
the  most  valuable  allotments:  I  picked  out  Wah-nah-ke-the-hah  be- 
cause he  had  no  children ;  I  picked  out  the  seven  whose  land  would 
bring  the  most,  and  I  thought  it  would  be  well  to  talk  to  them  about 
it — Ifoten  and  Okemah.  Okemah  said  he  never  wanted  this  Okla- 
homa land  anyhow;  he  wanted  land  over  there.  His  allotment  was 
near  Shawnee,  and  he  would  never  live  on  it  again.  Noten  said 
he  had  no  children  and  he  would  throw  his  in  with  the  others, 
I  came  up  here  under  an  agreement  with  them.  I  called  these 
Indians  in  interest  in  council  and  made  an  agreement  with  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  agreement? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  agreement  was  that  I  should  come  here  to 
Washngton  and,  if  possible,  get  Congress  to  remove  the  restrictions, 
and  then  I  would  come  back  and  they  would  deed  the  land  to  me, 
and  I  would  take  it  and  sell  it  and  give  them  some  money  to  live  on 
and  get  a  new  home  for  them  with  "the  proceeds. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  amendment  was  not  pending  before  the 
House  committee.  I  want  to  ask  you  if  you  thoroughly  explained 
the  object  of  the  amendment  before  the  Senate  committee. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  not  clear  as  to  that ;  I  .do  not  think  I  appeared 
before  the  committee  with  relation  to  it.  I  talked  with  a  good  many 
Congressmen  and  Senators  about  it;  at  that  time  I  think  I  talked  a 
great  deal  with  Senator  Stewart,  who  was  then  chairman  of  the  Sen- 
ate Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  He  promised  me  a  hearing  and 
finally  said  it  would  pass  anyway.     That  is  my  recollection  or  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  certainly  talked  it  over  with  me  fuUj^. 

Mr.  Bentl?:y.  I  did  with  several  Senators  and  laid  the  subject  be- 
fore them,  or  as  many  as  I  could. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  would  like  you  to  state  to  this  committe  what 
you  stated  to  these  Senators — if  you  did  not  state  to  them  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  committee  what  you  stated  to  Senator  Teller  and  Senator 
Stewart  in  reference  to  what  you  were  going  to  do  with  those  seven 
allotments  or  the  proceeds  of  them. 

Mr.  Bentley.  1  stated  that  I  was  going  to  do  just  what  I  did  do; 
that  those  Indians  had  sent  me  here  to  get  this  legislation  enacted 
for  them ;  that  I  wanted  to  get  the  full  title  vested  in  them,  so  that  I 
could  take  their  deeds  and  take  them  back  to  Oklahoma  and  put  the 
land  up  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder  and  take  the  proceeds  and  in- 
vest them  in  lands  to  support  these  Indians  and  for  their  betterment 
in  Mexico,  and  my  compensation  would  be  what  was  just  and  right. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  agreement  with  the  Indians  as 
to  what  that  compensation  would  be? 
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Mr.  BENTLt:v.  Xever,  except  that  I  should  be  paid  something  that 
was  fair. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  understood  at  that  time  that  you  were  to 
have  an  absohite  title  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  As  the  Indians'  statements  appear  in  the  record, 
they  turned  their  land  over  to  me  and  I  was  to  convert  it  into  money, 
so  as  to  exchange  the  land  in  Oklahoma  for  land  in  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  were  acting  simply  as  agent  or  trustee 
of  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Absolutely  at  the  time,  either  as  attorney  or  trustee. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  not  prepare  a  written  agreement 
between  yourself  and  these  Indians  at  that  time — this  was  valuable 
property,  was  it  not  ? 

Air.  Bentley.  I  think  there  were  two  or  three  agreements  made. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  the  first  one  made? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  under  the  authority  authorizing  me  to  come 
up  here  and  present  the  matter  to  the  committees  of  Congress — at  the 
time  of  the  execution  of  that  I  think  there  was  a  memorandum  made 
of  what  it  was  proposed  I  should  do.  I  want  to  say  that  unfortu- 
nately in  the  wreck  down  there  a  year  ago  last  summer  a  whole  lot  of 
our  effects  were  stolen;  papers  relating  to  things  that'  happened 
years  ago  are  gone  and  I  am  unable  to  produce  them,  and  of  course 
I  do  not  state  positively  about  these  things;  I  am  only  giving  you 
my  recollection,  except  as  to  what  I  told  these  people  about  the 
legislation:  I  am  very  clear  as  to  that. 

Senator  Ci'rtis.  How  much  money  did  you  receive  from  the  sale 
of  these  seven  allotments  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  received  to  date  on  those  seven  allotments 
$17,900.  I  have  made  payments  of  money  to  all  of  the  Indians.  I 
have  received  from  Okemah  and  his  wife  $15,000  and  from  the  allot- 
ment of  Noten,  or  one  of  them,  $2,900.  That  is  all  I  have  ever  re- 
ceived from  the  original  seven. 

Senator  Cirtis.  ()ut  of  the  original  seven  allotments? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  are  those  seven  allotments  worth,  if  you  can 
give  a  good  title  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Had  I  been  able  to  give  a  good  title,  I  could  have 
sold  them  for  probably 

The  Chairman.  What  could  you  have  sold  them  for  last  year? 

Mr.  Benti^by.  I  could  have  sold  them  last  year,  but  for  this  fuss 
over  the  title,  for  $60,000. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  seven? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir ;  the  five  that  were  left— about  $60,000. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  could  you  sell  the  five  for  now  if  the  Gov- 
ernment would  issue  fhe  patents? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  afraid  it  is  a  little  different  now ;  probably  I 
would  ultimately  get  that  much  money  out  of  them,  but  it  would 
have  to  be  retailed  out. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  could  you  get  for  the  three  that  there  is 
no  contest  over  in  case  patents  were  issued  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Unfortunately  there  is  a  lawsuit  still  to  fight. 
Those  fellows  covered  the  land  with  forged  deeds  so  I  could  not 
sell  it. 
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Senator  Ci^ktis.  Do  you  mean  the  forged  deeds  that  were  taken  in  i 
Mexico  ?  I 

Mr.  BEN-n-EY.  Yes,  sir.  " 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  those  deeds  enter  into  this?  I 

Mr.  Brxtley.  Yes,  sir.  I 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  pieces  of  land  are  there  of  the  three  | 
mentioned  of  these  seven  that  there  are  no  forged  deeds  on,  or  on  j 
deeds  claimed  to  be  against? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  One. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  Okemah's,  is  it? 

Mr.'  Bentley.  No.  sir ;  Jim  Doer's.    They  seemed  to  be  afraid  of 
Jim,  but  of  course  actions  are  pending  in  the  courts  down  there  to        j 
set  these  fraudulent  deeds  aside,  and  they  will  now  soon  be  reached. 

Senator  Cibtis.  You  say  you  have  received  how  much  money  out  I 
of  them  (  I 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  received  $ir),0()0  for  the  sale  of  one  of  them        | 
so  far,  and  $2,900  for  the  sale  of  one  other,  and  there  is  now  in        i 
escrow  about  $18,000  of  deferred  paj'ments  due  on  the  Okemah  land 
on  which  $15,500  was  originally  paid. 

Senator  C'lRTis.  That  is  in  the  bank,  is  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  in  the  bank,  I  suppose. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  have  you  paid  out  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  paid  out  for  the  Indians  in  various  w^ays, 
that  is  all  of  them — as  to  these  first  seven,  about  $15,000  directly. 
I  bought  that  land  over  in  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  that  cost  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  cost  me,  first  and  last— for  the  support  given 
the  Indians  and  leading  up  to  its  purchase— about  $13,000  gold. 

Senator  Cirtis.  American  money? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtls.  What  did  the  land  alone  cost ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  bare  land  cost  $*J1,5()0  Mexican  money,  and  the 
rale  of  exchange  I  do  not  know  just  what  it  was,  but  I  think  the 
market  was  against  us  at  the  time,  and  it  would  be  about  $10,800 
American  money. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Now  wuth  respect  lo  this  letter  that  was  written 
to  Senator  Tellt^r,  did  you  write  that  for  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley^  Xo.  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  that  letter  it  is  stated  that  there  were  crops 
being  raised  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curits.  If  they  could  raise  crops  that  year,  why  could 
they  not  raise  any  afterwards:  they  had  the  same  land,  had  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  After  Mr.  Outcelt  came  and  threw  the  Indians  in 
prison  and  treated  them  in  the  way  he  did,  nobody  in  that  country 
respected  the  Kickapoos  any  more,  the  Mexicans  so  imposed  upon 
them  after  that  that  they  could  not  remain  there.  Before  the 
Department  agents  came  to  Mexico,  Mr.  Dickson  came  first  and 
then  following  him  came  Thackery  and  Outcelt.  Dickson  had  me 
put  in  prison  in  some  way.  Prior  to.  the  time  Dickson  came  they 
were  respected  by  everybody;  there  was  never  an  Indian  arrested 
except  a  few  drunken  ones  sometimes,  and  we  were  moving  along 
as  smoothly  as  could  be  and  never  had  had  any  trouble  with  any- 
body, but  Dickson  came  and  went  to  the  governor  of  the  State  and 
told  him  I  was  unloading  a  lot  of  renegades  in  his  State,  and  he 


AFFAIB8  OF   THE   MEXICAN   KICKAPOO   INDIANS.  1243 

believed  it  apparently  from  the  correspondence.  Dickson  went  to 
Mexico  City.  Mr.  Outcelt  came  out  on  the  street  and  said  to  the 
Mexican  police  in  regard  to  the  Indians  who  were  sitting  in  the  plaza, 
"  Take  them  fellows  and  throw  them  in,"  as  though  they  were  dogs. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  to  throw  the  Indians  in  ? 

Mr.  Bextij^y.  Yes,  sir.* 

Senator  Curtis.  What  Indians  did  he  say  throw  in? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Jim  Deer  and  Pakotah. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  had  the  four  leading  Indians  put  in  jail, 
if  you  know  ? 

Mr.  Bextley.  Mr.  Outcelt. 

Senator  Curtis.  Why  do  you  make  that  statement  ? 

Mr.  Bentj^ey.  Mr.  Noble,  a  white  man  who  was  down  there  and 
interpreted  for  Outcelt,  has  so  stated,  and  also  other  responsible 
men.  They  said  they  heard  Outcelt  say  that  to  the  Mexican  police. 
The  policeman  said  to  Mr.  Outcelt,  '"  What  do  you  want  done  with 
these  fellows^ "'  and  Outcelt  said  to  the  policeman,  through  the  inter- 
preter, "  Throw  them  in."* 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  not  see  that,  did  you? 

Mr.  Bextley.  No,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  We  have  the  testimony  of  two  Indians  with  re- 
gard to  that. 

Mr.  Bextley.  I  want  to  say  that  Senator  La  Follette  was  not 
present  and  did  not  see  these  Indians,  but  probably  no  finer  specimen 
of  an  Indian  could  be  found  on  this  continent  than  Wahpahchequa. 
He  was  a  great  big,  fine,  honorable,  smart  Indian,  who  gave  evidence 
before  this  committee.  They  put  him  in  prison  and  kept  him  there 
fourteen  days.  He  is  the  man  who  Outcelt  reported  was  really  the 
chief  of  the'  Kickapoo  Indians.  He  is  G  feet  1  inch  tall,  and  at  the 
time  he  was  in  prison  he  weighed  1250  pounds.  He  u.ses  fine  language 
and  is  an  Indian  orator,  a  man  of  great  natural  capibility.  They 
not  only  put  him  in  prison,  but  made  him  carry  ro(*ks  in  a  sack  a  mife 
in  the  tropical  July  sun,  the  effect  of  which  caused  naralvsis,  and  you 
will  recall  that  he  testified  before  the  committee,  "  2sow  lialf  of  me  is 
dead."  His  arm  is  as  helpless  as  a  piece  of  wood,  and  when  he  was 
taken  from  thiB  court-house  where  the  committee  was  sitting  the  con- 
dition of  his  side  was  such  that  no  one  could  assist  him  down  the 
steps;  he  had  to  be  dragged  on  his  well  hip  from  step  to  step.  Mr. 
Outcelt,  I  say  to  this  committee,  is  responsible  for  the  worse  than  the 
death  of  this  man.  He  had  much  better  be  dead  than  in  his  present 
helpless  condition.  He  was  put  in  prison  and  constantly  impor- 
tuned to  advise  his  people  to  make  deeds  to  Grimes,  and  then  he  was 
tortured  by  carrying  this  sack  of  rocks  to  humiliate  and  break  him 
down. 

Senator  La  Follette.  Was  he  in  there  under  any  charge? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir:  none  whatever.    The  miserable  judge  who 
testified  before  this  coinmittee  deliberately   falsified,   as  the  com 
mittee  knows,  as  to  the  facts.    He  claimed  that  he  had  killed  a  cow. 
I  will  state  to  the  committee  that  that  man  never  interfered  with 
any  man's  property. 

^nator  Curtis.' Wliy  should  Outcelt  and  Thackery  want  to  put 
him  in  jail? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  to  get  rid  of  his  influence  among  the  Indians, 
so  that  Mr.  Grimes  and  his  gang  could  have  full  access  to  the  Indiana* 
It  was  Wahpahchequah  who  first  ordered  them  from  the  camp, 

18929— VOL  J^— 07 35 


1244  AFFAIBS   OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

Senator  Citrtis.  You  were  not  trying  to  interfere  with  Thackery 
and  Oiitcelt  taking  statements,  were  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  in  no  vrny.  On  the  contrary  I  said  to  him, 
as  I  had  to  Dickson,  "  If  you  are  here  for  any  proj^er  purpose  I  will 
bring  any  Indian  before  you  that  you  want;  I  have  nothing  to 
conceal." 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  you  not  demand  the  right  to  be  present ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  but  I  thought  that  some  person  should  be 
present  who  would  know  what  the  Indians  were  signing  and  whether 
they  were  signing  the  proper  instruments  and  signing  them  under- 
standingly.  If  vou  knew  Mr.  Outcelt  as  I  have  known  him  for  fifteen 
years  you  would  not  l)e  surprised  that  I  made  such  a  demand. 

Senator  Citrtis.  You  say  Dickson  had  you  put  in  jait? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  were  j^ou  kept  in  jail  that  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  P'our  days. 

The  ('n airman.  What  did  he  charge  you  with? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  chiimed  that  I  was  interfering  with  his  investi- 
gation. He  came  there  working  on  the  same  lines  as  Thackery.  I 
would  not  attempt  to  consume  the  time  of  the  committee  by  reading 
the  miserable  bosh  that  Dickson  sent  up  there,  calling  it  a  report, 
and  expecting^  somebody  to  believe  it,  and  I  am  prepared  to  say  to 
you  that  in  the  great  big  record  that  he  sent  there  is  not  one  word  of 
truth  in  it,  or  if  there  was  anything  that  had  the  semblance  of  a 
fact  it  was  so  distorted  that  it  would  not  be  properly  understood. 
The  records  and  circiunstances  and  all  the  testimony  tend  to  show 
that  Mr.  Dickson  was  a  deliberate  and  vicious  falsifier.  In  his  state- 
ment he  quotes  from  inspectoi-s'  reports  that  were  never  made.  He 
quotes  Inspector  Zeverly  as  having  said  of  me  that  '*  Mr.  Bentley 
is  a  smooth,  plausible  gentleman,  with  a  purr  like  a  cat,  and  with 
soft,  velvety  paws  in  which  there  are  many  sharp  claws."  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  Mr.  Zeverly  never  made  any  such  report  concerning  me. 
Dickson  reported  that  I  was  held  as  a  common  prisoner  in  the  Mexi- 
can jail. 

The  Chairman.  And  Mr.  Outcelt  so  reported  through*  the  press. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Dickson  also  stated  that  I  was  held  incommuni- 
cado; that  no  pereon  was  permitted  to  see  me  except  my  wife;  that 
under  the  Mexican  law  when  a  man  is  held  incommunicado  no  one 
but  his  wife  can  see  him,  and  an  Indian  woman  came  to  the  jail 
claiming  to  be  my  wife,  and  her  being  able  to  see  me  could  only  be 
accounted  for  from  that  fact.  As  a  matter  of  fact  under  the  Mexi- 
can law  when  a  man  is  incommunicado  nobody  can  see  him.  As 
showing  the  credit  to  which  Dickson's  statements  are  entitled,  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Zeverly, 
which  is  as  follows : 

DepxVrtment  of  the  Interior, 
ITntitd  States  Indian  Service, 
Kiowa  Agency^  Anadarko^  Okla,^  April  17^  1900. 
Hon.  E.  A.  Hitchcock, 

Secretary  of  the  Interior^ 

Washington^  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  the  matter  of  making  investigation  relative  to  the  dis- 
position of  checks  received  by  the  Kickapoo  Indians  at  the  disburse- 
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ment  made  by  Special  Indian  Agent  John  T.  Oglesby,  at  Shawnee, 
Okla.,  in  January,  1897,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

This  investigation  was  occasioned  by  report  made  by  Inspector 
Nesler,  made  some  time  in  181)7  or  1808,  in  which  he"  detailed  a 
rumor  which  had  come  to  his  ears  while  at  Shawnee,  in  Oklahoma, 
to  the  effect  that  Martin  J.  Bentley,  now  acting  Indian  agent  for 
the  Kickapoos,  and  W.  S.  Field,  had,  by  false  representations  made 
to  the  Indians,  secured  practically  all  of  the  checks  issued  at  that 
payment.  His  report  also  statecUthat  the  amount  of  the  disburse- 
ment was  about  $5,000.  The  records  show  that  the  disbursement 
was  something  more  than  $1,600.  Inspe<^tor  Nesler's  report  did 
not  purport  to  contain  facts,  but  merely  recited  the  rumor  which  I 
have  above  referred  to.  Many  of  these  checks  are  indorsed  by  W.  S. 
Field  and  B.  D.  Shear  as  witnesses  to  the  indorsements  of  "the  In- 
dians to  whom  they  were  issued.  Mr.  Shear  is  now  clerk  of  the 
county  court  of  Oklahoma  County,  with  office  in  Oklahoma  City. 
I  called  upon  Mr.  Shear  and  presented  to  him  a  number  of  the 
checks  which  purported  to  have  been  indorsed  by  him,  and  he 
reco|2^nized  the  signature  as  his  own,  and  remembers  having  acted 
as  witness  for  many  of  these  Indians  at  the  time  payment  was  made. 
Mr.  W.  W.  Barto,  of  Oklahoma  City,  also  indorsed  a  number  of 
them  as  witness,  but  I  was  unable  to  find  him,  he  having  left-  Okla- 
homa City,  the  place  of  residence  given  on  backs  of  the  checks.  I 
took  the  testimony  of  a  number  of  the  Indians  who  had  indorsed 
their  checks  and  turned  them  over  to  Mr.  Field.  The  testimony  of 
all  of  them  is  herewith  filed  and  marked  '*  Exhibit  A." 

The  facts  which  this  testimony  establishes  are  as  follows: 
•  First.  Many  of  the  checks  were  turned  over  to  W.  S.  Field  by 
the  Indians.  The  evidence  does  not  discover  any  effort  on  the  part 
of  Field  to  get  these  checks  from  the  Indians,  or  any  misrepresenta- 
tions made  by  him  in  the  matter,  nor  does  the  testimony  in  anywise 
connect  Bentlej^  with  the  checks.  The  Indians,  as  their  te.stimony 
develops,  bv  their  voluntary  act  turned  these  checks  over  to  Mr.  Field 
to  be  held  by  him  in  trust  for  them,  and  also  authorizing  the  money 
to  be  used  to  defray  the  expenses  of  a  delegation  which  was  sent  to 
Washington  at  about  that  time,  and  authorizing  Field  to  turn  over 
to  this  delegation  such  of  it  as  was  necessarv  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  delegation.  Prior  to  January,  1897,  f'ield  was  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Shawnee.  Just  at  the  time  this  disbursement 
was  made  his  business  went  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  and  then  one 
or  two  days  after  his  business  went  into  the  hands  of  the  receiver  his 
entire  stock  of  merchandise  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  evidence 
tends  to  show  that  the  Kickapoo  Indians  were  more  or  less  indebted 
to  him  at  the  time  of  his  failure  in  business,  and  that  he  had  been  very 
kind  to  them,  always  taking  great  interest  in  their  welfare,  and  fre- 
quently leaving  his  business  to  go  to  the  courts  to  have  Indians  who 
were  charged  with  offenses  against  the  law  properly  defended  and 
relieved  of  the  charges. 

So  far  as  I  am  able  to  determine,  there  is  no  truth  whatever  in  the 
rumor  contained  in  the  report  of  Inspector  Xesler,  to  the  effect  that 
Bentley  and  Field  were  in  conspiracy  to  rob  these  Indians.  The 
evidence,  on  the  contrary,  seems  to  indicate  the  greatest  good  faith  on 
the  part  of  Field  in  the  matter  of  his  relation  with  these  Kickapoos. 
He  advises  District  Attorney  Speed,  in  a  recent  letter   (a  copy  o^ 
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which  r  mailed  you),  that  he  still  has  in  his  possession  some  of  the 
money  taken  by  him  in  trust  at  the  time  this  payment  was  made. 

I  herewith  return  to  you  the  checks  which  I  had  from  the  sub- 
treasury  111  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  this  investigation.  My 
receipt  for  them  is  on  file  at  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washing- 
ton.   Will  you  please  have  checks  returnea  and  my  receipt  taken  up  ? 

Your  letter  of  instructions  of  March  21,  among  other  things,  ad- 
vises: "At  the  same  time  you  will  make  such  investigation  as  may 
seem  necessary  of  the  managemeni  of  the  affairs  of  the  Mexican  or 
Kicking  Kickapoos,  and  the  Absentee  Shawnees  at  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Agency  by  Acting  Special  Indian  Agent  Martin  J.  Bentley.'* 

When  Mr.  Bentley  took  charge  of  these  bands  about  four  years 
ago,  none  of  them  were  on  allotments  and  none  of  them  were  improv- 
ing lands.  They  were  in  a  primitive  state  and  still  pursuing  their 
nomadic  habits. "  I  have  driven  over  the  Kickapoo  Reservation,  and  I 
find  a  great  many  of  them  with  improvements  of  their  own,  having 
their  allotments  fenced  with  good  wire  fences,  which  had  been  built 
by  the  Indians  themselves,  and  nearly  every  one  of  them  cultivating 
their  own  farms.  In  driving  over  tlie  reservation  I  came  in  contact 
with  many  of  these  Indians  who  were  in  their  fields  plowing  and 
otherwise  preparing  the  soil  for  seed.  As  far  as  I  could  determine, 
they  seemed  to  be  industrious  and  anxious  to  progress  in  their  work. 
The  farmer,  Mr.  Clark,  advises  me  that  he  has  little  trouble  with 
them,  and  that  they  are  all  anxious  to  make  progress  in  the  matter 
of  tilling  their  lan^s.  Inquiry  from  many  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Shawnee  develops  the  fact  that  Mr.  Bentley  has  great  influence  with 
these  Indians  and  has  succeeded  to  a  remarkable  degree  in  inducing 
them  to  go  to  their  allotments  and  make  homes  for  themselves.  I 
think  Mr.  Bentley's  usefulness  to  the  Kickapoos  has  been  very  great. 
He  seems  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  their  welfare,  and  has  probaWy 
been  successful  beyond  what  any  other  man  would  have  been  with  the 
Kickapoos. 

With  reference  to  the  Absentee  Shawnees,  he  advises  that  he  has 
not  been  able  to  make  any  progress;  that  they  are  discouraged  and 
discontented ;  and  that  he  has  been  unable  to  get  them  to  take  their 
allotments  or  make  any  effort  in  the  direction  of  farming.  I  think 
that  his  management,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Indians  intrusted  to  his 
keeping  is  concerned,  has  been  excellent,  and  is  deserving  the  com- 
mendation of  the  Department. 
Very  respectfully, 

( Signed)  J.  W.  Zevely, 

Special  Inspector, 

J.W.  Z.    (E)    Incls. 

Indorsement.  Department  of  the  Interior.  June  23,  1904.  Indian 
Division.  2756  1/2  /1900.  April  17,  00.  Zevely,  Inspr.  Investiga- 
tion rel  annuitv  pav't  made  by  Agent  Oglesby  in  1897  to  Mex.  Kick. 
Inds.    Incl.    I^'ile  June  23,  1904. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  the  Indians  report  that  you  had  told  them 
not  to  have  any  communication  with  Outcelt  and  Thackery  % 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  they  reported  that  themselves;  they  made 
a  statement  to  Senator  Teller  that  they  were  distrustful  of  these 
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men,  and  asked  the  Department  to  call  them  away.  They  said  they 
had  deeded  their  land  understandingly,  and  did  not  want  those  people 
there  at  all.    That  was  their  own  statement. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  you  were  arrested  there,  and  in  your  state- 
ment you  say  you  did  not  try,  or  did  not  use  any  undue  influence,  to 
get  any  of  tne  parties  to  sign  the  paper  that  you  had.  What  paper 
did  you  have  there? 

Mr.  Benti+ey.  We  had  some  blank  allotment-roll  sheets  that  we 
had  taken  down  there,  which  are  large  sheets  of  paper,  such  as  are 
used  by  the  agencies  for  the  purpose  of  enrollment.  The  Indians 
were  called  together  at  the  chiefs  house  and  were  told  *'  There  is  a 
new  law  that  is  going  to  be  passed  and  you  fellows  who  do  not  want 
to  stay  here  in  Mexico  had  better  get  out  of  here;  somebody  will* 
swindle  you  out  of  your  land.  Some  of  you  have  no. land,  and  we 
are  going  to  form  a  new  tribe  of  those  who  want  to  remain  in  Mexico, 
and  we  believe  we  can  raise  money  enough  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands  for  you  who  do  want  to  remain  here  to  buy  Pedro  Blanco." 
You  heard  the  statement  of  Henry  Murdock  before  the  committee  as 
to  what  I  did  say.  He  interpreted  when  I  made  that  statement.  The 
Indians  were  invited  to  give  their  own  names  and  the  names  of  their 
children,  so  that  we  would  have  a  proper  enrollment  of  all  those  who 
elected  to  remain  in  Mexico  and  who  put  their  land  into  a  pool.  It 
took  several  days.  We  worked  at  it  at  the  chief's  house.  There 
was  a  table  and  pen  and  ink  and  proper  equipment  to  carry  on 
clerical  work.  Some  Indians  came  and  did  not  express  a  willing- 
ness to  sign  and  went  away,  but  in  two  or  three  days  they-  all  came 
voluntarily  and  signed.  It  was  nothing  but  a  mere  statement  that 
"We,  for  ourselves  and  our  minor  children,  have  elected  to  remain 
with  the  Kickapoos  in  Mexico."  That  was  all  there  was  about  it. 
It  was  mei-ely  a  list  or  enrollment  of  them,  but  it  seems  that  while 
that  was  being  done  Mr.  Outcelt,  or  some  white  man  in  Muzquiz, 
sent  some  white  men  there  thinking  that  deeds  were  being  signed 
and  wanted  to  get  signatures.  That  is  what  the  Indians  referred  to 
in  writing  Senator  Teller,  that  a  paper  had  been  sent  out  there  by 
Outcelt  for  them  to  sign  and  that  he  would  send  it  to  Thackery  at 
Eagle  Pass  and  have  it  telegraphed  to  Washington.  They  said  the 
contents  of  the  paper  were  not  true,  and  none  of  them  had  signed  it. 

Senator  Citrtis.  In  your  statement  this  morning  you  asked  the 
question  why  was  not  Outcelt  recalled.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  Outcelt 
claimed  that  you  were  interfering  with  his  getting  statements  and 
that  Field  was  interfering,  and  that  this  man  Erney,  who  was  in 
your  employ — he  was.  was  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  you  were  all  interfering  with  him  and  with 
his  work? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  already  stated  that  I  was  put  in  prison  on 
the  24th  of  June,  and  I  left  there  on  the  29th  of  June,  and  Mr.  Out- 
celt and  Mr.  Grimes  and  all  of  them  had  the  whole  field  there  to 
themselves  up  to  the  28th  day  of  July.  Nobody  was  there  to  inter- 
fere, and-  it  seems  to  me  that  he  could  in  the  meantime  have  gotten 
access  to  those  Indians,  but  he  remained  there  until  the  very  day 
that  their  names  were  forged  to  the  deeds  at  (jiiajardo's  house — the 
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21st  day  of  July — and  his  expense  account  shows  that  he  paid  hack 
fare  to  and  from  (xuajardo's  house  on  that  day,  and  he  remained 
until  the  American  consul  appeared  there,  and  on  that  day  Al. 
Brown  and  one  of  his  associates  wired  "  Piverything  in  the  air/' 
Mr.  Outcelt  left;  there  was  nothing  to  stay  for;  apparently  all  the 
deeds  had  been  gotten. 

Senator  Cfrtis.  Your  judgment  is  that  when  Mr.  Brown  wired 
that  everything  was  in  the  air  it  was  because  Outcelt  had  left,  do 
you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  a  consular  officer  of  the  United  States 
appeared  there,  demanding  that  the  Mexican  Government  releiise 
these  Indians  from  armed  guard,  either  at  their  village  or  anywhere 
else,  and  that  was  why  Mr.  Brown  wired  that  everything  was  in  the 
air.  and  that  was  when  Mr.  Outcelt  prepared  to  leave.  His  investi- 
gation closed  right  then. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  have  stated  that  you  were  acquitted  or 
discharged  ?' 

Mr.  Benii-ey.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  acquitted. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  And  in  another  place  you  say  ''When  you  escaped 
from  jail."  What  do  you  mean  by  that?  If  you  were  acquitted, 
what  was  there  for  you  to  escape  from  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  meant  this,  that  when  I  was  acquitted  it  was 
nearly  sundown,  and  a  Mexican  who  was  friendly  to  me  told  me  that 
the  judge  who  had  tried  me.  or  before  whom  I  had  been  tried,  would 
leave  there  probably  that  night,  and  he  said :  "  These  policemen  will 
throw  you  right  back  in  prison  again."  As  I  walked  out  of  the  jail 
into  the  plaza  I  noticed  Mr.  Outcelt  and  Mr.  Brown  and  the  clerk 
of  Alberto  Guajardo,  the  court  clerk,  consulting  and  trying  to  get  an 
Indian  to  sign  something,  and  I  thou<jht  that  was  another  move  to 
put  me  back  in  prison,  and  I  Avatched  tliom  pretty  closely  and  waited 
for  the  shades  of  night  to  fall  so  that  I  could  get  away,  and  when  it 
was  dark  enough  for  me  to  escape  I  went.  I  was  not  escaping  from 
jail,  but  from  the  country. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  were  leaving  the  country? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  went  then  to  the  home  of  Father  Andr©?, 
the  parish  priest  of  Muzquiz.  lie  is  a  German  and  a  very  nic^  old 
man:  he  has  lived  there  forty  years  and  knows  the  customs  and 
conditions  well,  and  I  consulted  with  him,  and  he  said,  "  I  believe  you 
will  be  murdered  if  you  remain  here,  and  you  had  better  go  or  you 
will  be  at  least  thrown  in  prison  again,"  and  I  accepted  his  advice. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  You  stated  to  this  committee  in  your  opening 
statement  that  you  knew  or  had  reason  to  believe  that  you  would 
be  arrested  before  you  were  actually  arrested  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

S€»nator  Ctrtis.  What  led  you  to  that  conclusion? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  overheard  the  conversation  at  Barroteran  station 
on  the  morning  of  the  22d  day  of  June  between  Al.  Brown  and 
Grimes.  They  were  quarreling  between  themselves  and  nearly  had 
a  fight  behind  a  freight  caboose. 

The  CHAiR^fAN.  Explain  how  you  came  to  overhear  that  conver- 
sation. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  I  had  been  up  all  night  getting  this  Indian,  Pah- 
pah-me-na-ko-the,  away  from  the  Grimes  crowd.  I  had  not  slept  any 
all  night.  I  saw  this  caboose  standing  up  in  the  yard,  and  I  was 
friendly  with  the  crew,  so  I  went  up  there  to  hide  and  rest.  I  believe 
that  the  freight  crew  had  gone  to  oreakfast,  so  I  went  up  there  and 
took  a  reclining  position  up  in  the  corner  and  lay  down  there  to  rest, 
when  up  came  ilr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Brown.  They  supposed  that  they 
could  talk  there  with  some  privacy;  they  had  seen  the  crew  go  to 
breakfast.  I  went  up  between  the  freight  trains,  and  they  had  not 
seen  me.  They  leaned  right  up  against  the  car,  right  opposite  of 
where  I  sat,  with  only  a  partition  between  them  and  me,  and  they 
talked  there  nearly  half  an  hour,  when  they  saw  the  crew  coming 
and  left.  I  know  that  they  had  arranged  with  Outcelt  to  have  me 
thrown  in  prison  from  what  they  said  to  each  other,  because  they  were 
quarreling  about  the  money  that  was  to  go  to  the  Mexican  authorities. 
Brown  was  talking  a  great  deal  about  the  money  that  had  been  spent, 
and  Grimes  was  telling  him  that  there  was  a  good  deal  in  it;  that  he 
would  have  to  put  up  his  monej'^  if  he  wanted  to  win ;  that  Conine  had 
fixed  it.  Five  thousand  dollars  was  to  be  paid  when  I  was  put  in 
prison,  and  $5,000  was  to  remain  in  escrow  pending  my  being  held. 
I  took  the  next  train  and  went  to  SaltiUo  to  see  the  governor  of 
Coahuila,  and  upon  my  arrival  there  the  president  of  the  Bank  of 
Coahuila,  which  is  one  of  the  strongest  banks  of  the  Republic,  knew 
me  and  gave  me  a  strong  letter  of  indorsement  to  the  governor  and 
detailed  one  of  his  clerks  to  interpret  for  me  in  my  interview  with 
the  governor. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  you  knew  that,  why  were  you  so  foolish  as 
to  walk  up  that  ladder  and  let  them  pull  it  from  under  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  tell  you.  AAlien  a  rurale  tells  you  to  go,  you 
have  to  go.  The  rurale  said,  '"  The  presidente  wants  to  see  you;  he 
wants  you  to  come  up  there.*"  I  said,  "All  right ;  as  soon  as  I  get 
something  to  eat  I  will  come." 

Senator  Curtis.  And  that  was  when  they  pulled  the  ladder  down 
on  you  ? 

Mr.  Bextij:y.  Yes,  sir;  and  if  I  had  made  a  move  to  escape  from 
the  jail  they  would  have  shot  me.  , 

Senator  Curtis.  What  did  you  do  toward  supplying  the  Indians  at 
the  Kickapoo  Indian  camp  with  whisky,  mescal,  or  beer? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Senator,  I  am  really  surprised  at  your  question. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  it  is  charged  that  you  furnished  them  with 
whisky  and  beer. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think 

Senator  Curtis.  AVell,  I  want  to  know  if  you  ever  did. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  could  not  have  maintained  the  respect-  of  the 
Kickapoo  Indians  and  done  that — such  men  as  Okemah  and  Ah-che- 
che  and  all  those  old  councilmen.  Their  testimony  is  tjiat  I  did  not 
go  about  saloons  and  did  not  drink  whisky. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever,  at  any  time,  in  Mexico,  furnish 
mescal,  beer,  or  whisky  to  any  Indian  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Senator  La  Follette.  Or  cause  any  to  be  furnished  ? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  I  never  did  at  any  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  anybody  in  your  employ  do  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  do  not  think  anybody 
who  was  employed  by  me  would  have  done  it. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  What  about  the  fact  that  there  were  mescal  joints 
around  the  Indian  camp? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  want  to  say  this:  That  I  have  been  around  there 
two  or  three  years,  and  if  there  is  any  of  those  I  never  saw  them. 
I  have  known  of  the  goat  herders  having  occasionally  a  few  bottles 
of  mescal  at  their  camp  to  sell.  That  is  a  kind  of  custom  in  that 
country,  and  it  is  usually  kept  in  a  very  small  way  and  sold  at  a  very 
small  price,  and,  of  course,  it  would  have  been  a  very  easy  matter,  no 
doubt,  for  Mr.  Grimes  to  encourage  them  to  stock  up. 

Senator  Cfrtis.  Was  there  an  illicit  still  there? 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  No,  sir;  there  is  no  mescal  distilled  within  30  miles 
of  that  place. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  has  been  stated  that  there  was  one  within  2 
miles. 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir.  If  there  was,  I  do  not  know  it.  A  mescal 
distillery  is  one  that  requires  a  great  deal  of  preparation  and  could 
not  be  run  like  a  whisky  distillery  in  this  country. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  state  to  this  committee  that,  to  your 
knowledge,  up  to  the  time  you  left,  there  were  no  mescal  joints 
around  that  camp  there  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  that  I  ever  saw  that  were  run  as  regular  joints. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhat  about  the  practice  of  the  Mexicans  to  take 
whisky  or  mescal  out  in  their  wagons  or  buggies? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  is  very  little  doubt  a  Mexican  might  have 
happened  along  with  a  bottle  or  two  in  his  coat. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Willard  Johnston  and  Cash  Cade? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  you  have  any  understanding  with  them,  or 
either  of  them,  in  reference  to  the  passage  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill  of  1006,  being  Senate  amendment,  I  think, 
No.  8G? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Nothing  except  that  the  banking  business  that  might 
be  transacted  at  Shawnee  would  have  been  done  through  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  tell  them  that  that  act  was  going  to  be 
passed  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  told  them,  I  believe,  that  Congress,  in 
view  of  what  we  had  found  down  there,  was  familiar  with  the  con- 
dition, and  I  believed  that  Congx^^^s  would  release  the  titles. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  part  did  you  take  in  securing  the  passage 
of  Senate  amendment  No.  36  to  that  bill  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  shown  in  the  record. 

Senator  Cfrtis.  W^ell,  tell  us  briefly  now. 

Mr.  Bentley.  When  I  came  before  the  Senate  committee  very 
serious  charges  had  been  made  against  me  bv  the  Indian  Office,  and 
in  various  reports,  and  T  came  before  the  full  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate. As  Senator  Clapp  had  stated  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  days 
and  days  were  spent  by  the  committee  in  the  investigaion.  It  was 
claimed  by  Mr.  ThackeW  and  Mr.  Dickson  that  the  land  I  bouffht 
for  the  Indians  was  good  for  nothing,  and  the  country  was  good  lor 
nothing,  and  generally  very  serious  charges  were  made. 

The  Chairman.  You  refer  to  the  land  in  Mexico? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  the  committee  called  witnesses  before  it 
to  tastify  as  to  the  character  of  the  land,  and  the  whole  matter  was 
gone  into  fully. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Was  that  in  March,  1906? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  in  March  and  April,  1906,  just  immediately 
preceding  the  passage  of  this  act  of  June  21,  1906. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  tell  Cade  and  Johnston  when  you  came 
here  that  you  were  coming  for  the  purpose  of  getting  an  amend- 
ment of  that  kind  passed  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  so,  except  I  probably  told 
them — ^they  were  alwavs  very  solicitous  about  the  country 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  an  understanding  with  them  that 
if  that  bill  passed  they  might  invest  some  money  down  there  and  you 
would  help  them  buy  some  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  with  Johnston  and  Cade. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  who  did  you  ever  talk  with  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  Mr.  Cade  was  perhaps  here  in  Washington 
and  talked  with  me  some  about  the  proceedings. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  he  wired  here  along  about  the 
2d  or  3d  of  March,  asking  about  this  very  amendment? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  he  had  any  specific  information  from 
me.  I  think  Mr.  McGuire  was  furnishing  him  his  information,  as 
the  telegrams  in  the  record  will  show. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  tell  him  before  you  left  Shawnee 
that  you  were  coming  on  hei-e  to  get  that  legislation  through  and  for 
him  to  keep  in  touch  with  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  I  told  Mr.  Cade  that  I  was  going  to  try  to 
get  the  money  that  I  believed  was  due  the  Indians  under  the  old 
treaty. 

Senator  Cuktis.  So  j'ou  made  up  your  mind  at  that  time  to  work 
for  this  amendment  No.  36  and  to  secure  the  passage  of  it,  or  rather 
have  the  Senate  agree  to  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  AVell,  no,  sir;  I  came  here  to  work  on  the  matter  of 
getting  the  difference  between  32J  cents  and  $1.50  an  acre  for  their 
surplus  land. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then,  if  you  did  not  have  that  understanding 
with  Cash  Cade  and  Willard  Johnston 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  never  had  any  such  understanding. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wait  a  minute.  If  you  did  not,  then  they  must 
have  been  working  of  their  own  accord,  for  they  wired  here  to  find 
out  about  the  paasage  of  that  amendment. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  am  very  certain  that  that  is  true. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  know  that  they  did  wire  Mr.  McGuire 
and  Mr.  McGuire's  secretary'  early  in  March  inquiring  about  the 
passage  of  this  bill? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  know  now  that  they  did. 

Senator  Cititis.  And  those  are  the  same  two  men  who  helped  fur- 
nish part  of  the  money  that  was  used  in  defrauding  those  Indians 
out  of  their  land  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  correct. 

The  Chairman.  You  did  not  know  at  that  time,  did  you,  who 
was  doing  the  writing? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  think 
Mr.  Cade  was  here  in  Washington,  and  in  fact  my  recollection  is 
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that  I  saw  him  and  Mr.  McGuire  together  here  about  the  time  that 
amendment  was  before  the  committee. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  Mr.  Bentley,  you  say  in  your  statement  that 
Thackery  and  Oiitcelt  were  debauching  those  Indians.  Is  that  fair 
to  Mr.  Thackery  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  it  is  not  fair  to  Mr.  Thackery  to  say  that  he 
was  debauching  the  Indians,  because  Thackery  is  a  man  who  does  not 
go  about  saloons,  and  I  never  saw  him  drinking. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  not  in  Mexico  when  those  Indians  were 
drunk,  was  he  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  most  drunken  orgie  that  I  ever  saw  there  was 
when  Mr.  Thackery  was  about  the  town  of  Muzquiz,  but  I  do  not 
think  he  was. giving  the  Indians  whisky.  I  want  to  be  fair  to  him. 
I  want  to  say  that  Mr.  Thackery  was  associated  with  and  was  around 
with  men  who  were  debauching  the  Indians,  and,  as  to  Mr.  Outcelt, 
I  have  seen  him  stand  up  at  the  bar  and  drink  mescal,  or  drank  beer 
when  the  Indians  drank  mescal. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  stated  to  this  committee  that  in  March,  1906, 
you  became  satisfied  that  Thackery  and  Outcelt  had  entered  into  a 
conspiracy  with  Grimes  to  get  the  Oklahoma  land  from  the  Kickapoo 
Indians. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  May  22  when  I  formed  that  impression. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhy  did  you  form  that  impression? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  Avifl  explain.  In  the  first  place,  I  went  from 
Waahin^on  direct  to  my  home,  except  that  I  went  by  way  of  Okla- 
homa City,  and  at  Oklahoma  City  some  one  told  me — in  fact,  every- 
body I  met  nearly  were  talking  about  Kickapoo  legislation — and  I 
was  told  that  Thackery  and  Outcelt  had  gone  down  and  Grimes  had 
hired  interpreters,  and  some  kind  of  investigation  was  to  be  made, 
and  that  Outcelt  had  gone  down  to  help  the  Indians.  I  do  not  know 
that  they  said  that  lluxckery  had.  W  hen  I  got  over  to  Shawnee  I 
%only  stayed  one  night;  I  just  stopped  at  my  home  over  night.  I  got 
there  late  in  the  afternoon  and  left  at  9  o'clock  next  morning,  and 

1'ust  before  leaving  I  was  at  the  Oklahoma  National  Bank,  and  Mr. 
Jenson  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  wanted  to  buy  some  of  that 
land ;  that  he  was  going  to  buy  it,  and  I  said  to  him,  "  There  is  no 
speculation  in  this,  there  never  has  been,  and  never  can  be  with  my 
consent.  1  am  going  down  there  if  this  bill  passes,  and  take  the 
deeds  of  those  Indians,  and  I  am  coming  back  here  and  put  the  land 
up  and  sell  it  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  you  will  have  an  equal  op- 
portunity with  everybody  else  to  buy  it;''  and  he  gave  me  to  under- 
stand that  I  had  better  make  terms  with  the  people  who  w^ere  already 
down  there;  if  not  the  Indians  w^ould  probably  lose  out. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  as  nearly  as  you  can  what  he  said  to  you. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  went  there  to  sign  some  papers,  so  that  somebody, 
a  friend  of  mine,  could  get  some  money ;  I  do  not  think  I  could  give 
the  exact  conversation,  but  the  significance  of  it  I  can  give  you  fully. 
I  left  there  impressed  with  the  idea  that  they  had  a  "  stand  in," 
and  if  I  did  not  yield,  and  let  them  get  some  Kickapoo  land  at  their 
own  price,  they  would  put  me  in  jail. 

Senator  Cirtih.  You  mean  Mr.  Benson,  the  former  president  of 
the  Oklahoma  National  Bank  at  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  The  man  who  testified  before  this  committee  that 
he  had  entei'ed  into  a  contract  to  furnish  the  money  to  Grimes, 
Brown,  and  others? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir :  that  is  the  man. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Chapman? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  some  thirty-odd  thousand  dollars. 
.    Senator  Curtis.  And  othei-s  to  buy  this  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  C.  J.  Benson? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  still  insist  upon  your  statement  then  that 
Mr.  Thackery  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  those  people? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  Mr.  Thackerj'  was  in  conspiracy  with 
Grimes  or  had  some  luiderstanding  with  Grimes. 

Senator  Cirtls.  Now,  do  you  not  think  that  the  real  trouble  there 
was  not  that  Mr.  Thackery  entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  those 
people,  but  that  there  was  a  feelin«?  between  you  two,  and  he  would 
rather  see  the  other  people  pret  the  land  than  yourself? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  view  of  it  is  very  correct,  in  a  way.  Mr. 
Thackery  at  all  times,  and  in  every  proposition,  has  always  been 
ready  to  sacrifice  the  Indians  if  he  could  in  some  way  injure  me,  and, 
as  I  say,'  that  may  have  been  true  to  some  extent.  His  sympathy 
was  with  Grimes. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  You  stated  this  morning  that  these  same  officers 
had  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  put  you  in  jail.  Do  you  mean  by 
that  that  Outcelt  and  Thackery  were  in  that  conspiracy? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  Mr.  Thackery  knew  that  the  plan  was  being 
formulated.     The  telecrrams  show  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  anything  to  base  that  on  except  the 
telegrams?  AVas  Mr.  Thackery's  name  mentioned  between  those  two 
men,  Brown  and  Grimes,  in  that  conversation  that  you  heard  while 
you  were  in  the  caboose? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  Outcelt,  you  say,  was  named? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Outcelt  and  Guajardo  were  suggested — ^that  is,  the 
trend  of  that  talk  was  that  the  deal  was -fixed  up  with  Outcelt  and 
Guajardo.     They  were  expecting  Outcelt  to  help  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  you  appeared  before  the  members  of  the 
Senate  committee,  or  different  members  of  the  House  and  Senate,  did 
you  appear  before  any  members  of  the  House  to  urge  an  agreement 
upon  amendment  No.  18G — that  is,  the  amendment  to  the  appropria- 
tion bill  that  passed  June  21,  1907?  Was  it  your  intention  at  that 
time,  and  did  you  so  tell  the  Senators,  that  you  were  going  to  handle 
the  land  that  was  released,  if  any,  the  same  as  you  had  intended  to 
handle  the  seven  allotments? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  intended  to  leave  that  impression.  It  was  under- 
stood that  I  was  the  attorney  and  agent  for  the  Indians,  and  in  my 
statement  I  said  repeatedly  that  we  wanted  to  sell  the  land.  I 
used  the  word  ''  we;  '  that  we  wanted  to  sell  the  land  in  the  Ignited 
States  and  acquire  land  in  Mexico.  I  do  not  see  how  any  other 
inference  could  have  been  entertained. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  it  has  been  charged  here  that  when  you 
were  arrested  and  on  the  morning  that  you  were  discharged  either 
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your  son  or  somebody  else  brought  an  express  package  containing 
a  thousand  dollars  and  laid  it  on  the  table,  and  that  you  disappeared 
with  the  judge  and  with  the  attorney,  and  that  upon  their  return 
you  were  properly  discharged.    What  have  you  to  say  about  that  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  want  to  say  this 

Senator  Curtis.  Tell  this  committee  what  money  you  received  and 
what  you  did  with  it  and  if  you  paid  any  officer  to  get  you  out — how 
much  it  cost  you. 

Mr.  BEN'n.EY.  There  might  be  some  things  that  would  be  unjust 
to  some  of  the  local  Mexican  authorities  for  me  to  state,  because  this 
record  will  probably  reach  Mexico;  but  as  to  the  question  of  why  I 
was  imprisoned  I  will  say  that  Grimes  and  his  crowd  were  debauch- 
ing the  Indians  and  giving  them  any  money  that  they  would  accept ; 
they  were  urging  them  to  take  mone3\  The  Indians  every  now  and 
then  would  come  to  the  prison  and  want  money  of  me.  I'hey  could 
not  understand  if  the  other  fellows  could  give  them  money  so  freely 
why  I  did  not  have  it,  and  some  were  in  need,  and  I  wrote  to  the 
Border  National  Bank  to  send  me  some  money  by  express.  I  sent 
several  times  for  $500,  and  this  time  my  boy  brought  it  there  to  the 
prison  and  gave  it  to  me  in  a  package.  I  put  it  in  my  pocket,  and 
$200  of  it  I  paid  the  attorney  who  was  there  representing  me. 

The  Chairman.  AVho  was  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Julio  Galindo. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  mean  $200  Mexican? 

Mr.  Bextijsy.  Yes,  sir;  he  afterwards  sued  me  and  I  had  to  pav 
him  $1,000  more. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  left  you  ^00  American. 

Mr.  Benti,ey.  Mv  recollection  is  it  was  $500  Mexican  and  that 
left  me  $800. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  thought  you  got  $1,000  Mexican. 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  think  it  was  only  $500.  But  anyhow 
I  never  was  in  the  presence  of  the  judge  before  whom  I  was  tried  in 
my  life,  except  in  the  one  room,  the  court  room  in  which  I  was 
tried — never  before  nor  since.  I  never  had  any  private  conversation 
with  him  in  my  life,  and  never  addressed  a  word  to  him  or  he  to  me, 
except  such  language  as  was  addressed  to  him  as  he  sat  on  the  bench 
in  his  official  capacity. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  step  off  in  a  side  room  with  him? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  never:  absolutely  no. 

Senator  CuR'ns.  Did  you  pay  that  judge  or  any  other  officer  of 
that  court  any  money  to  get  your  i-elease  ? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Never  a  dollar;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  I  will  ask  you  some  questions  about  this  colored 
man,  Mills.  What  about  the  statement  that  he  made  that  you  tried 
to  hold  him  up,  because  you  had  helped  him  secure  a  canceled 
allotment  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  is  nothing  to  it  at  all,  except  that  he  was 
down  there  and  had  monev  and  I  borrowed  it  of  him;  I  think  $422. 
He  had  a  piece  of  New  York  exchange  and  indorsed  it  over  to  me, 
and  I  deposited  it  and  checked  against  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  hold  out  as  an  inducement  or  threat 
that  you  had  helped  him  get  this  piece  of  property,  and  that  he 
had  never  paid  you  for  it? 
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Mr.  Benti^y.  No,  sir;  but  I  have  said  tliis  to  him  often,  "You 
are  responsible  to  me  for  getting  your  home  where  you  hve." 

Senator  Curtis.  You  mean  indebted  to  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir ;  responsible.  I  do  not  mean  indebted.  The 
agreement  was  he  never  was  to  pay  me  anything.  He  has  lied 
about  it. 

The  Chairman.  You  mean,  then,  that  you  assisted  him  in  get- 
ting it? 

Mr.  Bentle^.  Yes,  sir;  because  the  Indians  owed  him  more  than 
the  value  of  that  for  hard  labor  done  by  him  there  for  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  testified  that  you  made  him  cut  wood  and  haul 
it  to  your  house. 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  never  did  any  work  for  me  at  my  home,  except 
once,  when  he  came  to  help  the  hired  man  cut  some  wood  for  me.  He 
never  worked  a  day  for  me  in  his  life  that  I  did  not  pay  him  for. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  testified  that  he  worked  for  you  a  good  many 
years  there  and  he  still  claims  that  you  owe  him. 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  helped  me  break  land  and  plant  fruit  trees  -for 
the  Indians.  He  was  here  and  there.  He  was  a  great  worker,  that 
old  nigg^er,  and  has  been  of  great  benefit  in  some  ways  and  of  great 
injury  m  others  to  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  Mr.  Hampton's  testimony,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you,  while  you  were  still  agent,  take  Mr. 
Leonard  A.  Hampton  into  the  bank  and  there  dictate  a  contract 
between  himself  and  Mr.  Ives  for  the  payment  of  $500? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  not  clear  as  to  that  contract  being 
dictated  at  the  bank.    I  know  I  did  dictate  such  a  contract. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  still  agent  at  that  time,  were  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  was  just  a  few  months  before  my  term 
expired. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  that  was  to  give  Mr.  Ives  $500  in  case  that 
allotment  was  canceled. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  AVhy  did  you  do  that  when  you  were  agent  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  explain.  In  the  first  place,  soon  after  I 
became  a  bonded  officer  down  there  the  Department  directed  me  to 
investigate  the  allotments  of  a  family  named  Mah-me-she-kah  and 
her  family.  There  were  four  allotments  in  the  east  and  four  in  the 
west  end  of  the  country,  names  similar,  but  the  allotting  agent  had 
by  mistake  probably  allotted  them  in  that  way.  I  went  ahead  and 
did  as  directed.  I  made  a  veiy  cautious  investigation  and  found 
that  they  were  double,  and  hunted  up  the  mother.  My  instructions 
were  to  find  the  mother,  and,  if  she  would,  have  her  elect  which 
she  would  retain  for  herself  and  minor  children,  and  she  refused  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  it.  She  lived  in  the  Caddo  country.  So 
I  elected  for  her,  as  I  was  authorized  to  do,  and  four  of  the  allot- 
ments were  canceled,  one  near  Shawnee  and  three  farther  west,  way 
up  next  to  the  old  Oklahoma  line.  The  Indians  got  nothing  out  of 
it.  I  think  somebody  named  Couch  got  one  of  the  pieces  of  land  in 
the  west  end,  and  some  one — I  do  not  know  his  name — got  the  other. 
Later  on  the  whole  country  was  being  scoured  over  there,  and  as 
quick  as  an  erroneous  allotment  was  found  some  white  man  con- 
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tested  it.  I  have  been  at  a  ^reat  deal  of  expense  down  there  in 
fighting  these  Indians'  battles  in  one  way  or  another  I  would  bring 
a  delegation  on  here  to  AVashington,  and  I  called  the  chief  and  coun- 
cil together  and  inquired  about  this  allotment,  whether  it  was  Ah-ne- 
sha-pe  or  Nah-ne-sha-peah,  to  determine  which  allotment  should  be 
canceled,  if  either,  and  they  unanimously  agreed  that  there  never 
was  such  a  pei-son  as  Ah-ne-sha-pe,  and  it  ought  to  be  canceled; 
that  there  never  was  such  an  Indian. 

I  said  to  them,  "'  Now,  I  am  going  to  arrange,  if  I* can,  to  get  you 
some  fight  money  out  of  this.  You  say  you  want  to  go  to  Washing- 
ton next  winter  and  are  going  to  need  money."  They  call  it  always 
fighting  the  old  treaty  when  they  con)e  here  about  money  matters, 
and  it  was  explained  to  them  that  we  would  probably  find  a  white 
man  who  would  give  $500  if  he  could  get  a  filing  on  that  allotment, 
and  they  wanted  to  get  something  out  of  it  instead  of  lettinff  some- 
body steal  it,  as  they  put  it.  Another  thing  that  prompted  me  to 
take  action  was  because  T  had  learned  that  a  very  disreputable  white 
man  in  that  country — I  do  not  want  to  give  his  name,  for  personal 
safety — had  been  there  in  company  with  a  whisky  peddler.  I  met 
them  together  one  day — the  peddler  I  knew  to  be  in  the  whisky  busi- 
ness with  the  Indians.  He  was  a  very  disreputable  fellow.  They 
were  looking  over  these  pieces  of  land  and  I  thought  to  myself,  you 
miserable  reprobate,  if  you  get  in  here  you  will  poison  the  Indians, 
and  I  do  not  want  you  here,  and  I  sent  word  to  Hampton  to  come 
down  and  have  him  contest  that  piece  of  land.  I  drew  his  papers, 
and,  my  recollection  is,  notified  Mr.  Howe  of  this  city — I  think  his 

?>apei-s  on  file  would  show — that  I  had  taken  steps  to  take  something 
or  the  Indians  out  of  one  of  these  pieces  of  land  and  protect  Hamp- 
ton, so  that  somebody  would  not  file  ahead  of  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  As  agent,  was  that  a  proper  thing  for  you  to  dof 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  believe  in  that  case  it  was  proper.  I 
believe  it  would  have  been  wicked  not  to  have  done  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  not  any  American  citizen  have  a  right  under 
the  law,  if  that  was  a  void  allotment,  to  go  on  and  take  it  just  the  same 
as  other  men? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  but  my  first  duty  was  to  the  Indians,  and 
had  Hampton  not  contested  that  land,  the  Indians  would  have  had  a 
man  there  whom  they  had  better  give  a  section  of  land  to  than  have 
him  there — a  man  who  would  have  led  them  to  disgraceful  conduct. 
In  other  words,  any  act  or  thing  that  I  did  I  did  for  the  interest  of 
the  Indians,  and  if  I  had  thought  it  was  really  a  wrong  thing  to  do, 
I  never  would  have  gone  up  to  that  bank  in  a  public  way  and  made 
that  contract  and  left  it  there  so  that  it  could  be  used  against  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  could  have  got  a  reputable  man  to  make  that 
contest  without  putting  up  $500,  could  you  not? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  wanted  to  save  something  for  the  Indians — ^I 
wanted  the  Kickapoos  to  get  something  out  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  understanding  that  you  were  to 
get  any  part  of  that  $500  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  a  penny.  The  Indians  were  sore  against  me, 
and  are  to  this  day,  about  that  matter.  They  understood  they  were 
to  get  some  money  out  of  that.  It  was  explained  to  them  that  Mr. 
Howe  would  get  $50,  and  I  am  not  certain  but  some  attorney  in 
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Oklahoma  was  to  get  something.  Anyway,  the  attorney  in  Washing- 
ton was  to  get  $50,  and  the  balance  was  to  go  to  the  fight  fund,  and 
the  fight  ftind  ncA'er  materialized.  Mr.  Thar^kery  came  in  and 
reversed  me  and  canceled  the  wrong  allotment.  This  allotment,  how- 
ever, of  Ah-na-sho-peah,  the  pei-son  who  never  was,  was  sold  and  the 
Indian  to  whom  the  proceeds  were  paid  squandered  it.  I  think  I 
saw  him  pay  $1,200  of  that  on  a  grocei-y  bill. 

ISenator  C'l  rtis.  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  each  of  these  canceled 
allotments,  as  I  do  not  think  they  have  nuich  to  do  with  this  investi- 
gation, but  we  lieard  some  testimony  down  there  about  them,  and  I 
w-ant  to  ask  you  one  general  question :  Did  you  profit  directly  or 
indirectly  while  you  were  acting  as  agent  by  information  you  ob- 
tained while  you  were  agent  from  the  cancellation  of  either  of  those 
allotments? 

Mr.  Benti.kv.  Never  to  the  extent  of  a  penny.  I  never  profited  in 
the  matter.     That  aUotment  was  never  canceled. 

Senator  Ci  ktis.  I  do  not  say  that  allotment,  but  any  allotment? 

ilr.  Bknti.ey.  In  no  instance  did  I  ever  receive  a  dollar,  but  on 
the  C(mtrary,  foolishly,  where  «n  Indian  had  an  allotment  in  the 
Oklahoma  country  that  was  good  for  nothing,  a  piece  of  sand  hill, 
and  he  had  the  right  to  be  allotted  with  the  Creeks  on  a  very  valu- 
able pie^-e  of  land,  as  in  the  instance  of  Mott  or  Kufus  C\)on,  I  paid 
more  out  tluin  I  ever  <?()t.     All  this  happened  after  I  was  agent. 

Senator  Cnrns.  After  your  term  expired  ( 

Mr.  Bentlev.  Yes,  sir;  but  never  at  nny  time,  either  difectly  or 
indirectly,  in  any  way,  from  the  first  contest  that  came  up  until  the 
last,  have  I  ever  gotten  a  cent. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  luiderstanding  with  Mr.  Howe 
that  you  were  to  divide  fees  with  him? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  No,  sir:  it  was  a  custom,  as  I  understood  it  from 
what  I  had  heard  through  friends — I  think  Mr.  Howe  told  me,  he 
had  a  contest  at  Elreno,  some  Indians  that  he  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with ;  and  he  had  received  a  fee  of  $50,  so  that  he  might  get  his 
filings. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  understanding  with  that  Ger- 
man lawyer  or  merchant  who  was  on  the  stand  at  Shawnee — Mr. 
Eodkey? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  is  one  thing  that  I  desire  to  explain,  because 
the  record  is  against  me  unless  I  do.  Lee  Patrick  encouraged  his 
father-in-law  to  come  from  Illinois 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  was  Lee  Patrick? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  was  the  Indian  agent  at  the  Sac  and  Fox 
agency.  Of  course  he  had  no  right  to  get  it  for  his  father-in-law, 
and  neither  did  I.  Mr.  Eodkey  was  courting  a  seamstress  at  the 
Indian  school,  and  the  girl  told  Mr.  Rodkey  that  Patrick's  father-in- 
law  was  going  to  get  a  fine  allotment  out  near  Shawnee,  and  Mr. 
Rodkey^ame  to  me  and  wanted  to  know  where  it  was.  Ijee  Patrick 
and  I  were  very  vicious  enemies  at  that  time,  and  I  did  not  care  who 
got  it,  but  I  did  not  want  to  see  his  father-ih-law  get  it,  and  Mr. 
Rodkey  has  testified  about  that,  and  he  is  honest  in  his  testimony. 
I  told  "him  if  he  wanted  to  put  somebody  on  it  to  do  it.  I  kaew  it 
was  going:  to  be  canceled,  and  that  was  all  I  ever  had  to  do  with  it. 
Mr.  Patrick's  father-in-law  did  contest  it,  and  stayed  on  the  land 
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a  long  time,  and  finally  another  man  bought  him  out  and  others 
fought  over  it,  and  finally  a  man  got  a  filing  on  it  and  he  was  con- 
tested, and  I  loaned  another  man  some  money  later,  two  or  three 
years  afterwards,  to  buy  them  all  out,  and  he  filed  on  it,  and  later  on 
he  could  not  pay  me  and  he  relinquished  the  land  and  improvements 
to  pay  me,  and  I  gave  him  some  more  money. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  your  homestead  now  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

The  CnATR3iAN.  That  all  occurred  after  you  left  the  service? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  any  part  of  it  occur  while  you  were  agent  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  except  the  squabble  over  theland  and  .send- 
ing Rodkey,  or  having  the  farmer  show  him  the  land,  so  Patrick's 
father-in-law  would  not  get  it.  I  told  him  to  put  somebody  on  it:  I 
had  him  shown  the  land,  so  that  he  would  know  where  it  was  and 
what  I  did  officially. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  it  is  charged  that  by  reas(m  of  your  connec- 
tion with  those  Indians  you  have  borrowed  money  from  them,  and 
that  you  gave  them  notes  payable  at  your  own  pleasure  without  any 
security  and  without  any  interest, 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  answer  to  that  charge  is  this:  As  a  rule  I  have 
not  paid  very  much  interest. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  paid  any  interest? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  offer  now  in  evidence  the  receipt  of  Pah- 
na-keah.  In  that  case  I  received  $G80  in  trust,  of  which  I  returned 
$710.  I  paid  her  more  than  was  due  her.  I  had  the  money  and  the 
others  had  had  the  benefit  of  it  and  I  thought  it  was  right. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  do  you  mean  by  othei's? 

Mr.  Ben'h.ey.  The  Kickapoos. .  Her  money  was  used  more  or  less 
for  the  benefit  of  the  others. 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  mean  that  you  took  the  money  of  this  Indian 
and  gave  her  a  receipt  for  it,  your  individual  receipt,  and  put  that 
money  in  the  pool  for  the  other  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir;  I  used  it  in  a  general  account,  as  I  will 
show  you. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  of  the  promissory  notes  with  you 
that  you  gave? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  would  like  to  see  one  of  those  made  payable  at 
your  pleasure. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  never  given  any  such  notes.  There  are  two 
that  I  gave  for  $1,000.  All  the  notes  were  payable  at  a  definite  time. 
Here  is  a  sample  of  them: 

Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  June  4,  190^. 

On  June  9th,  after  date,  for  value  received,  I  promise  to  \my  to  the  order 
W^e-ah-che-kah  $1,000  or  its  equivalent,  with  6  i)er  cent  interest  i^er  annum  from 
date  until  paid. 

Martin  J.  Bkntley. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  you  say  you  have  never  given  any  notes 
payable  at  your  own  pleasure  and  without  interest. 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  not  a  note.  Where  I  took  money  in  trust 
for  some  ignorant  Indian,  where  I  thought  I  had  a  better  judgment 
about  the  money  he  should  spend  than  himself,  I  have  given  nim  a 
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receipt,  which  said  I  had  taken  his  money  in  trust  and  would  return 
it  to  nim,  as  in  my  judgment  his  best  interest  would  demand. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  did  you  say  you  borrowed  from  this 
Indian? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Six  thousand  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  have  paid  all  back  but  how  much  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  She  had  six  notes  of  $1,000  each,  and  the  indorse- 
ments show  that  I  owe  her  $1,700. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  she  a  Kickapoo  or  a  Pottawottamie  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  She  is  a  Kicking  Kickapoo. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  put  that  money  into  the  pool  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  did  not,  not  exactly.  I  think  at  the  time 
perhaps  that  I  got  that  money  I  may  have  used  it  in  some  specula- 
tion in  the  Creek  Nation.  I  think  probably  part  of  it  went  into  the 
general  fimd.  I  have  deposited  a  great  many  thousand  dollars,  and 
whenever  the  money  got  low  I  drew  it  from"  anywhere  for  the  gen- 
eral fund. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  riot  borrow  $10,000  from  some  woman 
down  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,* sir;  the  most  money  I  have  received  was  from 
Mary  Penetlw),  who  was  a  Kansas  Kickapoo,  and  she  had  my  note 
for  $7,000.    I  will  relate  the  circumstances  of  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  Would  it  not  have  been  better,  as  a  friend  of  those 
Indians,  where  an  Indian  woman  had  $r),0(X)  or  $7,000  or  $10,000, 
for  you  to  have  taken  that  money  and  invested  it  in  a  valuable  piece 
of  real  estate? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  wish  to  say  that  the  $150,000  paid  to  108 
Indians,  as  shown  by  Thackery  Exhibit  No.  184  A,  at  least  $100,000 
of  this  money  might  have  l)een  conserved  and  judiciously  invested  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  but  for  the  constant  vigilance  of  the  agent, 
Mr.  Thackery,  in  his  opposition  to  the  Indians  turning  their  funds 
over  to  me. 

Those  who  did  place  their  funds  with  me  were  so  persistently 
importuned  by  Mr.  Thackery  to  demand  the  return  of  their  money 
from  me  that  against  my  judgment  and  contrai'y  to  the  interest  of 
the  Indians  I  returned  most  of  it,  which  of  course  was  soon  squan- 
dered. In  the  instance  of  Maiy  Penetho,  this  woman  gave  me  origi- 
nally about  $9,000;  she  came  to  my  office  in  the  First  National 
Bank  building  at  Shawnee  voluntarily  and  said,  "Here's  my  money; 
you  take  it  and  see  that  some  white  man  don't  steal  it.  Pay  my 
debts,  and  see  that  I  get  the  return  of  my  money."  I  went  into  the 
president's  room  of  the  bank  with  her,  called  the'^cashier  of  the  bank, 
and  had  him  count  the  money,  which  I  deposited  in  my  name — 
seven  thousand  and  some  dollars.  I  said,  "  Well,  what  shall  I  do?" 
She  said,  "  I  have  owed  $:300  in  Kansas  a  long  time;  I  want  you  to 
send  that;  you  have  stood  good  for  my  debts  in  town;  go  and  pay 
them;"  which  I  did,  leaving  a  balance  in  my  hands  of  $7,000,  for 
which  amount  I  gave  her  my  note. 

Mr.  Thackery  persistently  urged  her  to  sue  me,  and  finally,  in  my 
absence,  through  some  misrepresentation,  she  was  induced  to  touch  the 
bank  and  a  suit  was  initiated.  In  the  meantime  I  had  paid  her  $2,000 
on  this  $7,000  note,  and  when  I  returned  to  Shawnee  the  attorney 
who  brought  the  suit  refused  to  return  the  note,  though  Mary  very 
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cheerfully  dismissed  the  suit,  and  I  paid  her  $500  in  cash,  which  was 
all  the  money  she  wanted  or  asked  for  at  the  time,  and  I  gave  her  nine 
new  notes  for  $500  each,  payable  each  six  months.     Of  these  notes 
five  of  them  were  paid  as  they  matured,  and  the  next  one  due  of  $500 
January  1,  1908,  will  be  promptly  paid,  there  being  now  due  Mary 
Penetho  from  me  $1,990.   The  schedule  also  shows  that  I  received  of 
Weahchekah  $6,100  and  that  I  have  returned  $4,400,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance due  her  of  $1,700.     Originally  I  gave  this  woman  six  notes  of 
$1,000  each,  three  of  which  have  been  fully  paid  and  surrendered  and 
three  which  she  still  holds,  on  which  the  amount  paid  is  indorsed. 
The  schedule  also  shows  on  page  1  that  I  received  of  Ahthemesk- 
kahmo  $4,000  and  returned  $3,600.     This  woman  is  now  dead,  and  I 
owe  her  heirs  about  $400;    she  was  an  educated  woman  and  a  most 
prodigal  spendthrift.    At  the  time  of  her  death  there  was  about  $1,800 
due  her.     She  left  an  infant  daughter,  whose  maintenance  I  paid  for 
out  of  this  fund  until  it  died,  and  then  I  paid  in  paymentii  such  as  in 
my  judgment  were  in  the  best  interest  of  her  husband,  and  the  last 
hundred  dollars  I  paid  him  resulted  in  his  death.  With  it  he  bioke  a 
crap  game,  winning  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  a  policeman  in  Shaw- 
nee, Okla.,  followed  him  to  the  western  border  of  the  city  of  Shawnee, 
where  he  was  shot  down  like  a  dog.   His  remains  were  taken  to  the 
undertaking  establishment  owned  by  the  now  famous  AL  Brown,  so 
often  referred  to  in  the  record,  but  no  money  or  anything  of  value 
was  found  upon  his  person. 

Senator  Curtis.  Should  you  not  have  invested  it  in  something  that 
w^ould  have  returned  rent  for  her;  would  that  not  have  been  a  great 
deal  better  than  to  borrow  it  and  use  it  and  only  pay  6  per  cent  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  could  not  do  that,  because  the  Indian  a^nt  was 
continually  urging  them  to  demand  their  money  and  bringing  suits 
against  the  Indians.  I  took  this  Indian's  money  and  went  over  in 
the  Creek  Nation  with  part  of  it ;  but  anyway  I  bought  a  piece  of 
land  over  there  for  $5,000  th^  is  probably  worth  $8,000  or  $9,000 
now,  and  I  implored  them  to  let  their  money  stay  there,  and  ex- 
plained to  her  that  when  her  dollar  came  back,  if  it  had  another 
dollar  with  it,  I  would  divide  it  with  her.  But  Thackery  kept  after 
them  and  finally  they  sued  me,  as  I. will  show  you,  with  your  per- 
mission. I  will  say  to  the  committee,  digressing  a  little,  that  I 
have  here  in  my  hand  Thackery \s  Schedule  A  [Exhibit  Xo.  184], 
snowing  all  the  money  disbursed  by  the  agency  since  he  became  agent, 
and  probably  presented  here  with  the  idea  that  I  had  received  most  of 
that  money. 

Ser  ator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  have  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  will  lead  up  to  that  in  a  moment.  I  am 
very  willing  to  account  for  all  the  money  that  I  did  have.  Taking 
up  the  matter  of  Kickapoo  funds,  as  shown  by  Exhibit  No.  168, 
I  have  gone  over  this  exhibit  page  by  page,  and  now  present  a 
schedule  prepared  by  me,  the  first  column  of  which  shows  the  total 
account  said  to  have  been  paid  the  Indians.  The  second  column 
shows  the  amount  received  by  me,  the  third  column  the  amount 
returned  by  me,  the  fourth  column  the  amount  contributed  to  the 
general  fund,  the  fund  used  for  the  benefit  of  any  and  all  Kickapoos. 
Of  this  $150,000  in  Mr.  Thackery's  statement,  the  total  amount  of 
all  that  money  that  ever  came  into  my  hands  was  $31,400,  and  I 
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have  returned  of  that  amount  $27,391.40,  and  am  still  responsible  to 
the  Indians,  by  note  and  otherwise,  for  the  difference. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  shown  in  the  testimony  taken  at  Eagle  Pass 
that  when  certain  payments  were  made  in  November,  1906,  you 
would  pay  over  to  the  Indian,  or  have  the  bank  pay  over,  a  part  of 
the"  money,  say  $200,  and  that  $80  or  $60,  or  whatever  the  surplus 
might  be,  wa^put  into  this  general  fund. 
Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  wish  to  explain  to  the  committee  how  you 
used  that  general  fund  and  what  you  did  with  the  surplus,  or  what 
evidence  you  gave  the  Indian  to  show  what  you  owed  him  on  account 
of  the  surplus? 

Mr.  Bentley.  As  an  illustration,  on  page  1  of  Thackery's  Exhibit 
No.  168  appears  the  account  of  Ah-che-che.  He  is  allottee  No.  141. 
The  agency  account  shows  that  the  total  sum  of  money  received  by 
Ah-che-che  at  the  agency  and  at  Eagle  Pass  was  $966.80.  The  second 
column  of  this  schedule  shows  that  I  had  $200  of  that  money.  The 
third  column  shows  that  I  returned  to  him,  which  I  did,  and  the 
fourth  column  shows  that  he  contributed  $61.70  to  the  general  fund. 
This  is  a  complete  schedule,  taking  up  the  entire  108  accounts. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  I  want  to  asK  you  about  the  Indian  Mah-ka- 
se-ah.     Is  that  Jim  Deer's  son? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  it  is  Pah-ko-pah's  son.  He  is  not  a  minor. 
I  will  tell  you  about  his  account. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  have  not  asked  you  about  his  account.    I  want 
to  ask  if  you  received  any  monejr  for  him  on  the  22d  or  23d  day  of 
November,  1906,  or  about  that  time? 
Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^Vhat,  if  anything,  did  you  do  toward  buying  him 
a  ticket  and  sending  him  to  Oklahoma? 

Mr.  Bentley.  'V\^11,  he  was  there  at  the  payment,  I  think,  the  22d 
or  23d  of  November.  His  father  brought  him  there  to  me  and  said  he 
wanted  to  go  to  Oklahoma,  and  when  the  Kickapoos  got  settled  he 
would  join  them  somewhere,  and  so  he  went.  First  the  old  man 
insisted  that  the  boy  make  a  deed:  he  was  afraid  somebody  would 
swindle  him  out  of  his  land,  and  a  deed  was  executed  but  no  money 
was  paid  him  at  all  that  day. 
Senator  Curtis.  That  is,  by  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;I  paid  him  nothing  at  the  time,  but  told  him 
that  there  was  $100  in  the  bank  for  him.  He  drew  $200  of  the  $260 
and  something  that  was  due  him  on  the  Government  account;  he  put 
all  over  $200  in  the  general  fund,  and  then  he  bought  a  round-trip 
ticket.  After  he  got  up  there  he  concluded  to  remain  and,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  he -never  did  come  back.  A  squaw  came  back  next  spring. 
Senator  Curtis.  She  came  back  on  the  round  trip  part  of  the 
ticket? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  These  people  claim  to  have  a  deed  from  that 
Indian,  the  Grimes  people,  for  which  they  gave  $800.  That  land  is 
appraised  at  $3,000  and  they  claim  to  have  deposited  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Eagle  Pass  $800  to  the  credit  of  that  Indian,  and 
there  was  presented  to  this  committee  a  check  signed  by  this  Indian, 
or  which  purported  to  have  been  signed  by  this  Indian,  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1907,  at  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.  Now,  was  that  Indian  in 
Eagle  Pass  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1907  ? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  he  was  in  Oklahoma  and  had  been  since 
about  the  2l>d  or  23d  day  of  Xovember,  1906. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Then  if  his  name  appears  on  a  check  indorsed  bv 
Doctor  Conine,  and  witnessed  by  anv  or  those  people,  it  is  a  forgerv, 
is  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  a  forger}^  beyond  any  question;  yes,  sirr  I 
wish  to  sa}^  that  Santos,  who  witnessed  that  check,  never  had  been 
out  of  Mexico,  as  I  am  advised. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  check  is  signed  and  dated  at  Eagle  Pass,  but 
Conine  swore  before  the  committee  that  the  check  was  really  drawn 
and  signed  at  the  camp  near  Muzquiz,  Mex. 

Mr.  Bentt.ey.  At  the  San  Francisco  Ranch;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  was  that  Indian  at  that  ranch  on  the  1st 
day  of  January? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  he  was  nearlv  1,000  miles  away  from  there, 
and  had  been  for  nearh'  a  month,  and  lias  not  returned  yet. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  vou  sav  that  from  the  time  ne  left  Eagle 
Pass,  Tex.,  on  the  22d  of  "NovemTber,  he  was  not  back  in  Mexico,  nor 
Eagle  Pass,  Tex.? 

Mr.  Bkntley.  He  has  not  returned  as  yet.    He  never  has  returned. 

Senator  Cx^rtis.  Mr.  Bentley,  you  mav  state  to  the  committee  what, 
if  any,  understanding  you  had  with  tlie  authorities  at  Eagle  Pass 
about  the  arrest  or  the  detention  of  those  Indians  in  |ail,  when  any 
of  them  might  have  been  found  in  an  intoxicated  condition. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  some  of  the  county  com- 
missionei-s  there,  and  they  instructed  the  sheriff  that  if  an  Indian 
got  on  a  spree  and  showed  that  he  might  be  in  a  way  to  become 
intoxicated,  or  started  to  get  drunk  pernaps,  that  I  might  put  him 
in  and  cool  him  off,  and,  if  necessary,  leave  him  until  the  following 
morning,  and  he  was  turned  out  without  any  charge  or  fine. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  when  those  three  minor  Indians 
were  married? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  two. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  were  three  married  within  two  days  of 
each  other. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  was  in  the  city  when  the  little  boy,  Nah-ah-che- 
thot,  for  whom  I  am  guardian,  was  married. 

Senator  Cxrtis.  Please  tell  the  committee  about  that. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  recall  the  day  as  well  as  if  it  were  yesterday.  I 
had  sworn  out  warrants  for  George  Kishketon  and  Mack  Johnson 
and  Tony  Alexander,  and  had  been  keeping  pretty  close  watch  for 
them  to  come  over. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  mean  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  State  warrants  for  them,  and  it  was 
just  on  the  eve  of  the  sitting  of  the  gi-and  jury  and  I  recall  that 
Alexander  came  and  looked  around  the  corner  where  I  was  standing 
and  looked  awful  wolfish  and  scared.  He  had  hear^  in  some  way 
that  there  was  a  warrant  out  for  him,  and  this  boy,  Puck-e-shin-no, 
came  straggling  along.     He  was  crazy  drunk. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  old  is  that  boy? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  is  about  18  or  19  years  old,  I  guess. 

Senator  Cirtis.  The  record  shows  him  to  be  17. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  to  exceed  18,  but  he  was  too  drunk 
to  converse  with.  He  followed  me  around  and  bothered  me  a  good 
deal  and  finally  Kishketon  came,  I  think,  and  got  him  and  took  him 
to  the  store ;  he  was  awful  ragged  when  I  saw  him,  and  the  next  time 
I  saw  him  he  had  a  brand  new  suit  of  clothes  on  and  he  had  fallen 
in  the  mud  and  his  clothes  were  ruined.  He  kept  coming  to  me  and 
wanted  to  borrow  a  dollar.  That  was  about  all  he  could  say.  I  re- 
fused to  give  him  any  money,  and  next  to  the  last  time  he  came,  a 
very  fine  Mexiciin  hack  came  along  and  he  hailed  it  and  got  in  and 
was  gone  for  an  hour.  The  hackman  came  back  and  said  that  the 
boy  w^ould  not  pay  him  the  hack  hire  and  if  I  did  not  pay  it  he  would 
throw  him  in  jail.  He  was  disturbing  the  peace  there  and  I  thought 
it  was  the  best  thing  for  him  to  go  to  jail,  and  I  said  to  the  man,  "I 
do  not  care  what  you  do  with  him,  in  the  condition  he  is  in  he  would 
be  better  off  in  jail."  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  get  him  cooled 
off  and  he  took  him  up  and  put  him  in  prison,  and  the  next  morning 
I  found  he  had  been  taken  out  of  prison  and  married  that  night. 

Senator  Curtis.  Taken  out  of  prison  the  night  l)efore? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  same  night ;  he  was  taken  out  and  he  was  mar- 
ried, as  I  understood  it.  It  was  a  rainy  night,  and  Mr.  Grimes 
brought  the  boy  for  whom  I  am  guardian,  Nah-ah-he-thot,  and  those 
two  Xacimiento  Vomen  over  to  the  jail — ^the  jail  and  county  court- 
house are  right  together — and  my  understanding  was  that  they  were 
married  that  night ;  that  they  took  the  oldest  boy  out  of  prison,  and 
took  him  right  around  to  the  court-house  and  had  him  married. 

Senator  Citrtis.  Were  thev  both  in  prison  before  they  were  mar- 
ried? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  the  boy  for  whom  I  am  guardian  is  just  a 
little  15-year-old  bov;  he  never  gets  drunk,  or  I  never  knew  him  to. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  the  woman  to  whom  he  was  married  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  her  name? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Qua-to-qua ;  and  she  is  a  woman  of  the  worst  char- 
acter. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  she  any  relation  to  that  boy? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  understand  that  she  is  his  aunt.    She  told  me  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  that  is  the  boy  and  girl,  or  the  boy  and  the 
woman,  whom  Grimes  had  married  and  afterwards  took  a  deed  for 
the  boy's  land  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  he,  you  say,  is  about  15  years  old? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  may  possibly  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  16.  I 
do  not  think  he  is,  yet. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  the  other  Indian  boy,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  he  was  drunk? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  had  sufficient  to  drink ;  was  crazy  drunk. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  he  was  also  married  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  a  minor,  was  he  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  married  to  one  of  his  relations,  so 
closely  related  that  under  the  Kickapoo  custom  they  would  not  be 
permitted  to  marry. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Has  this  boy  ever  lived  with  that  woman  since  as 
his  wife  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  asked  her  about  it,  and  she  looked  in  com- 
plete surprise. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  truth  is  that  she  had  a  husband  down  in  Mex- 
ico, had  she  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  she  told  me  her  man  was  over  there.  I 
said  to  her,  "  Don't  you  know  you  are  married  white  man's  way  ?  '' 
And  she  said, ''  No,  we  just  held  hands,  and  I  got  a  little  money  for  it.'' 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  give  that  boy  for  whom  you  are  guardian 
any  money? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  heard  that  they  gave  him  50  Mexican  dollars. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  show  any  of  it  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  they  took  him  back  across  the  river  to 
Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  is  he  now  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  is  in  Oklahoma,  up  at  Harrah,  I  understand, 
with  his  grandmother. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  still  guardian  for  him? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  never  consulted  about  his  being  mar- 
ried. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  thope  girls  who  were 
married,  from  whom  they  took  deeds,  and  who  are  with  the  tribe  now 
in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  Mr.  Conine  and  Py-a-tho  when  they 
were  on  their  way  down  from  Oklahoma  to  Mexico ;  in  fact  I  ran  up 
to  Spofford  Junction  from  Eagle  Pass  and  met  them  coming  down 
when  they  were  returning.  I  went  back  to  Eagle  Pass  and  tried  to 
get  that  girl  away  from  him,  but  Grimes's  money  had  so  poisoned  the 

firl's  mind  against  me  that  I  could  do  nothing  with  them.  In  fact 
er  husband  was  a  Xaciniiento  Kickapoo  and  they  had  worked  on  him 
and  he  would  not  permit  his  wife  to  go  with  me  or  talk  to  me,  but  they 
told  me  they  were  going  to  sell  their  land  to  Conine. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  she  was  married  to  the  man  that  she  had  been 
living  with,  or  did  she  say  to  some  new  man? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir ;  she  was  married  to  that  fellow  she  was  living 
with,  but  I  think  she  had  only  been  with  him  two  or  three  weeks.  She 
is  a  very  young  woman;  I  cloubt  if  she  is  of  age. 

Senator  Curtis.  She  was  the  woman  who  was  before  our  committee 
at  Douglas,  was  she  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  she  was  before  the  committee. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  was  asking  you  about  the  girl  who  was  before 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  Pem-e-pah-hone-quah.  She  is  not  more 
than  10  years  old.     She  has  not  been  married  to  my  knowledge. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  have  a  deed  from  her,  have  they  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  Brown  got  her  deed.  There  were  two 
minor  children  in  the  Ah-kis-kuck  family  from  whom  Brown  got 
deeds,  or  the  Grimes  crowd.  One  was  Kee-ah-tha-kum-o-qua,  and  the 
other  daughter  was  Pem-e-pah-hone-ah-quah. 

Senator  Curtis.  If  you  know,  I  wish  you  would  tell  us  the  number 
of  minors  from  whom  the  Grimes  people — and  I  mean  by  the  Grimes 
people,  Conine,  Grimes,  and  Chapman,  and  all  that  crowd — ^took 
deeds. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  also  want  to  know  the  pieces  of  Jand  covered 
by  those  deeds? 

Swiator  Curtis.  Yes;  if  you  have  them. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  in  the  case  of  Na-ah-che-that  I  understand  that 
the  deed  taken  from  him  covered  his  own  allotment  and  two  allot- 
ments that  he  heired  from  his  mother  and  brother. 

Senator  La  Follette.  Is  he  a  minor? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  15  or  16  years  of  age,  and  there  were 
those  two  Ah-kis-kuck  minors  and  Jim  Deer's  boy. 

Senator  La  Follette.  Do  you  know  how  much  is  covered  by  the 
deeds  already  taken? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  in  each  of  those  instances  it  only  covered 
the  one  allotment,  the  original  allotment  of  the  Indian. 

Senator   Curtis.  Eighty   acres;   that   is   four.     Give   the  .others. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  recall  any  others,  except  that  the  Nah-ah- 
che-that  deed  covered  three  80-acre  tracts,  and  the  Py-a-tho  deeds 
for  two  allotments,  making  a  total  of  about  eight  allotments  deeded 
by  minors. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  girl  from  whom  Conine  secured  a  deed  is 
not  of  age,  is  she  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  understand  that  they  took  a  deed  from 
this  girl,  who  is  barely  15  now,  and  she  i^  snown  to  have  been 
3  months  old  at  the  time  she  was  allotted  in  1893. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  her  name,  Nah-ah-ki-pea  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  that  there  were  three  boys  and 
four  girls. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  it  is  the  girl  in  Oklahoma  who  never  had 
been  to  Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir:  she  is  also  a  minor. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  makes  eight  deeds. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  want  to  say  to  the  committee  in  this 
connection  that  I  took  deeds  also  from  minors,  but  for  no  purpose 
in  the  world  except  to  keep  Grimes  from  complicating  the  titles  to 
their  lands,  so  when  they  became  of  age  they  could  ratify  them.  I 
do  not  claim  any  titles  to  any  such  Oklahoma  lands. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  claim  you  have  an  absolute  title  for  any 

{dece  of  land  that  was  deeded  to  you  by  any  of  the  Mexican  Kickapoo 
ndians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  neither  does  my  wife,  nor  Mr.  Ives. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  hold  any  of  that  land  in  any  other  capac- 
ity than  that  of  trustee  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  never  have  asserted  any  other  right  or  claim  to  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  in  case  you  got  a  good  and  perfect  title  to 
the  deeds  that  you  secured  for  the  lands  under  the  act  of  1906,  what, 
in  your  judgment,  would  that  land  at  this  time  sell  for — that  is,  if  you 
had  a  perfect  title? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  about  $200,000. 

Senator  Curtis.  What,  in  your  judgment,  would  the  land  sell  for 
that  the  Grimes  and  Conine  people  secured  deeds  for? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  the  total  of  the  land  they  got  and  we  got 

The  Chairman.  Put  theirs  by  themselves. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  want  to  know  about  all  of  it, 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  I  think  it  would  be  $27^,000. 

Senator  Curtis.  Would  it  be  between  $250,000  and  $300,000? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Somewhere  in  that  neighborhood,  at  the  price  the 
land  was  selling  for.  At  the  time  the  deeds  were  taken  it  would  have 
brought  $300,000. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  mean  if  you  could  get  an  absolutely  perfect  title. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  >vith  a  perfect  title  it  would  be  between 
$250,000  and  $300,000. 

Senator  La  Folletie.  I  do  not  understand  whether  these  lands, 
or  the  figure  you  have  given,  rather,  is  your  estimate  of  Ihe  value  of 
the  land  that  the  Grimes  people  got  or  the  total  value. 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  the  total  value. 

Senator  Cirtis.  That  is,  that  the  Grimes  people  and  you  got  to- 
gether ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  They  have  deeds  on  everything  that  you  have 
deeds  on? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Nearly  everything;  there  are  a  few  of  those,  maybe 
eight  or  ten,  that  they  did  not  get  any  deeds  to.  The  lands  that  they 
are  asserting  title  to  by  forged  deeds  we  also  have  genuine  deeds  on 
with  a  few  exceptions.  I  Iwlieve  the  value  of  the  land  to  be  between 
$2.50,000  and  $300,000. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  intended  to  ask  you,  but  I  forgot  it,  if  you  were 
in  Eagle  Pass  when  the  Indian  was  brought  there  under  arrest,  the 
one  that  was  charged  with  killing  anotlier  Indian  and  from  whom 
they  took  a  deed. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anvthing  about  the  circumstances 
of  that? 

Mr,  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  mixed  up  in  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  w  ish  you  would  state  to  the  committee  what  you 
know  about  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  had  been  advised  by  some  white  man  who  came 
out  of  Mexico  that  he  had  seen  this  Indian,  wdth  a  heavily  pock- 
marked face,  in  charge  of  some  Mexican  policemen  on  a  train,  and 
they  took  him  off  of  the  train  at  Baroteran,  and  naturally  I  w^as  on  the 
lookout  for  him  and  the  train  the}'^  brought  him  in  on. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  his  name? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Pah-me-na-ko-the.  I  was  at  the  station  when  the 
train  arrived,  and  I  w^ent  through  the  day  coaches  and  back  through 
the  sleeper;  I  didn't  have  the  nerve  to  go  into  the  stateroom  and  look 
in  there  for  an  Indian,  but  I  waited  around  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 
The  train  stops  there  twenty-five  minutes  at  Eagle  Pass,  and  every- 
body left  the  station  as  usual.  I  learned  later  that  they  held  him 
there  in  the  stateroom,  and  when  I  had  left  they  took  him  in  a  car- 
riage around  to  the  wagon  yard,  and  there  one  of  them  held  him  until 
he  arranged  with  a  notary  down  at  the  bank,  when  they  took  him 
down  there  and  took  his  deed.  In  the  meantime  No-ten  happened 
to  be  in  Eagle  Pass,  and  he  came  and  told  me  they  had  him  in  jail,  as 
he  called  it,  at  the  wagon  yard,  and  I  told  him  to  go  up  there  and  told 
him  to  advise  those  people  to  get  out  of  there.  I  said,  *''  You  tell 
them,  if  they  cannot  go,  I  will  come  and  help  them.**'  John  Pecan 
was  also  there,  so  he  bulled  the  market  and  got  out,  and  he  came  down 
there  to  the  main  street  of  the  town,  and  1  saw^  them  meet  him  and 
try  to  take  him  to  the  bank.  ^Mien  the  Indian  observ^ed  me,  he  broke 
away.     I  called  to  him  and  said,  "  Don't  be  afraid,  no  one 'will  hurt 
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you  here,"  and  he  started  to  come  where  I  was  and  Conine  grabbed  him. 
and  Al  Brown  and  Grimas  caught  hold  of  him  and  hustled  him  along 
to  the  bank ;  and  in  the  meantime  Charlie  White  ran  into  the  hardware 
store  and  grabbed  a  pistol,  ran  out,  and  said,  "•  Which  one  shall  I  kill 
first  ?  "  We  went  over  to  the  bank  door,  and  there  Mr.  Schmidt  met 
me  and  said,  "  You  have  no  business  in  here.  I  have  forbidden  you 
to  enter  the  bank."  I  insisted  that  the  Indian  was  being  robbed  and 
was  intimidated.  He  said,  "  I  will  go  back  and  ask  him  if  he  wants 
to  talk  to  you ;  "  and  of  course  when  he  came  back  you  know  what  he 
would  say. 

So  they  held  him  in  there,  and  in  probably  half  an  hour  a  closed 
carriage  came  around  to  the  back  door,  and  they  ran  him  away  and 
carried  him  across  the  river  to  Mexico.  The  Indian  told  me  since 
then  that  they  arrested  him  over  there  and  first  charged  him  with 
murder,  and  then  they  tried  him  and  sentenced  him  to  the  peniten- 
tiary and  took  him  in  the  train  and  chained  his  hands  to  the  car  seat. 
When  they  got  to  Barroteran,  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Grimes  posed  as 
his  liberators.  They  told  him  that  if  he  would  agree  to  sell  them  a 
piece  of  land  in  Oklahoma  they  would  get  him  freed  and  keep  him 
irom  going  to  the  penitentiary,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  talk  they 
•  liberated  him.  They  took  him  over  to  another  judge  and  had  a  fake 
trial  over  there  before  the  other  judge,  and  he  agreed  to  sell  his  land 
to  them  and  agreed  in  the  way  that  was  satisfactory  to  them,  and 
the  next  day  they  took  him  ana  came  on  the  train  to  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  tell  you  how  many  pieces  of  land  he  had 
agreed  to  sell  them? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  persisted  from  the  very  first  that  he  never  had 
agreed  to  sell  but  one  piece  of  land,  and  that  was  heirship  land,  and 
the  interpreter  who  interpreted  the  deed  to  him  so  stated  to  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  not  hear  him  state  before  this  committee 
that  he  agreed  to  sell  allotment  No.  54,  which  was  an  inherited  piece 
of  land? 
Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;   near  Harrah,  Okla. 
Senator  Curtis.  And  he  was  to  get  $3,000  for  it  ? 
Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  they  included  in  that  deed  seven  pieces  of 
land,  did  they  not  ? 
Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  so ;  seven,  or  an  equity  in  ?even. 
Senator  Curtis.  What  is  the  value  of  those  seven  pieces  of  land  ? 
Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  about  $22,000,  or  perhaps  $25,000. 
Senator  Curtis.  And  they  gave  to  this  Indian  $3,000? 
Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  they  played  a  trick  on  him.    They  only 
had  one  deed,  and  they  had  all  the  land  included  in  that  deed.    He 
said  he  touched  the  pen,  and  then  they  pushed  it  back  to  him  again, 
and  he  said : "  What  am  I  touching  the  pen  twice  to  the  same  paper 
for?"  and  they  said  that  made  it  stouter.    He  told  me  on  the  train 
that  they  told"  him,  "  You  have  agreed  to  put  your  land  oveu  there 
with  the"  othei-s,  and  if  you  break  the  agreement  and  if  Bentley  gets 
hold  of  you  in  Texas  he  will  send  you  up  to  Austin  for  five  years,  and 
you  must  not  let  him  get  you.""    However,  notwithstanding  their 
warning,  he  was  not  afi-aid  of  me.    They  took  him  by  force.    They 
simply  grabbed  him  and  took  him  into  the  bank. 

At  "this  point  the  subcommittee  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  Decem- 
ber 4.  at  9.30  o'clock. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  December  4, 1907, 

The  subcomniittee  met  at  9.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present:  Senators  Teller  (chairman),  La  FoUette,  and  Curtis; 
also  Mr.  John  Embr)^  United  States  attorney  for  Oklahoma,  and  Mr. 
Martin  J.  Bentley,  representing  the  Mexican  Kickapoo  Indians. 

Mr.  Bentley.  If  the  Chairman  please,  I  want  first  to  complete  my 
statement  in  relation  to  Mary  Pennetho  and  the  $7,000  that  I  origi- 
nally owed  her,  and  on  which  note  I  was  sued  through  the  agent's 
deception  to  Mary  Pennetho. 

This  woman  came  frequently  to  my  office,  accompanied  by  her 
husband,  who  was  a  drunken  and  unreliable  Pottaw^atamie  Indian. 
He  speaks  English  and  she  does  not.  They  would  come  into  my 
ofiice,  of  course,  he  in  front  of  her  and  she  in  the  rear,  and  he  inter- 
preting and  insisting  that  Mary  wanted  $500.  Marj'^  would  shake 
her  head  at  me  and  tell  me  in  signs  to  hold  onto  her  money.  She 
knew  he  would  take  it  if  he  could  get  it  and  gamble  it  away.  He  did 
not  like  me.  He  said,  '"  I  will  go  and  see  the  agent ;  I  have  a  right 
to  hold  my  wife's  money."  So  they  would  go  over  to  Mr.  Thackerv. 
The  same  thing  would  be  repeated  there.  The  woman  was  afraid 
and  would  not  say  so  to  him,  but  he  would  represent  to  Mr.  Thackery* 
that  I  had  her  money  and  w^anted  to  keep  it ;  that  I  would  not  give 
it  to  her.  He  would  represent  to  the  agent  that  she  wanted  her 
money  when,  in  fact,  she  did  not  want  it.  Then  Mr.  Thackery  would 
write  to  the  Department  and  say  I  had  this  poor  widow  woman's 
money  and  say  I  was  deceiving  her  and  she  would  lose  her  money. 

In  that  coiVnection  I  want  to  say,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Thackery*  that 
in  numerous  instances  of  this  character  he  has  been  deceived  and 
taken  advantage  of.  For  instance,  a  man  who  was  a  friend  of  mine, 
who  had  a  good  opinion  of  me,  and  could  get  favors  from  the  office 
of  Mr.  Thackery — if  he  wanted  a  lease  of  land,  all  he  had  to  do  \vas 
to  go  there  to  Mr.  Thackery  and  vilify  me.  Soon  after  Mr.  Thackery 
took  the  office  it  was  a  matter  of  general  comment,  and  word  was 
passed  along  the  line  that  "  If  you  want  any  favors  over  there  give 
Bentley  the  devil ;"  and  men  who  then  and  now  are  my  friends  c^me 
to  me  repeatedly  and  apologized  and  said,  ''  I  have  had  to  say  things 
about  you  in  order  to  get  a  lease  or  to  get  some  favor  I  wanted  of 
the  agent,  Mr.  Thackery,"  which  was  very  detrimental  to  me.  "  He 
is  thin-skinned  and  overpreju diced,  and  that  is  the  only  way  we 
could  reach  him." 

I  would  like  to  take  up  this  record  that  w^as  gone  over  yesterday 
and  make  some  further  remarks  as  to  it. 

In  regard  to  that  testimony  of  Mack  Johnson  in  the  record,  let  me 
call  your  attention  to  his  letter  to  Senator  Teller  (Exhibit  Xo.  46). 
This  letter  was  written  shortly  after  the  occurrences  detailed,  and 
shoudl  receive  consiileration  as  corroborating  the  testimony  of  John- 
son, given  a  year  later. 

I  also  call  attention  to  the  affidavit  of  Joseph  Clark  (Exhibit 
No.  10),  as  showing  Outcelt's  total  lack  of  good  faith  in  this  proceed- 
ing; and  this  is  especially  so  when  considered  in  cx)nnection  with 
Clark's  evidence,  taken  later.  Mr.  Outcelt,  in  reporting  what  Clark 
said  to  him — Clark's  statement  to  him,  rather — says: 
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That  Clark  and  Bentley  were  to  be  partners  and  were  to  divide  all  profits 
arising  ont  of  the  location  of  these  Indians  In  Mexico.  That  about  one  year 
ago,  when  It  became  evident  that  these  seven  pieces  of  land  could  be  trans- 
ferred, Mr.  Clark  advised  the  entering  into  a  contract  or  agreement  so  that 
there  could  be  no  misunderstanding  about  the  matter  with  the  Indians.  Mr. 
Bentley  replied,  "We  will  not  do  that,  but  we  will  go  ahead  and  get  these 
deeds  and  after  we  get  through  we  will  give  them  what  we  don't  want."  Clark 
says  he  protested  against  this  manner  of  procedure,  but  Bentley  said,  "No; 
we  will  go  ahead  and  when  we  have  got  through  with  tliis  we  will  give  the 
Indians  what  we  don't  want,  and  they  can  not  do  anything  about  It."  Clark 
said  he  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  It,  unless  there  could  be  a  con- 
tract made  to  this  effect.  This  he  refused  to  do,  and  Clark  withdrew  from 
the  enterprise. 

Now,  Clark's  statement  is 

The  Chairman.  Whose  statement  was  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Outcelt's  statement  of  what  Clark  had  said  to  him. 

Now,  Clark  says,  in  his  affidavit,  in  relation  to  this  paragraph 

The  Chairman.  In  his  affidavit  or  in  his  testimony  ? 
Mr.  Bentley.  In  his  affidavit — 

I  positively  deny  that  such  statement  as  indicated  in  the  foregoing  (we  will 
give  the  Indians  what  we  don't  want  and  they  can  not  do  anything  about  it)  was 
ever  made  to  Mr.  Outcelt  by  myself.  I  have  never  at  any  time  or  in  any  way 
sought  or  would  I  heretofore  or  now  entertain  any  proposition  whatever  looking 
to  the  wrongful  or  unjust  treatment  of  any  Kickapoo  Indian.  I  have  known 
these  Indians  for  many  years ;  was  their  farmer  for  several  years,  and  I  have 
always  sought  to  protect  and  aid  them,  and  have  never  Intended  or  indicated  to 
any  person  that  I  would  do  otherw^ise. 

I  was  at  Muzquiz,  in  the  Republfc  of  Mexico,  last  July,  where  I  met  Mr.  W.  C. 
Douglas,  an  attorney  from  E3agle  Pass,  Tex.,  who  si)eaks  both  Spanish  and  Eng- 
lish, and  who  came  to  Muzquiz,  Mexico,  to  defend  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  who 
were  in  prison  and  under  armed  guard  at  the  instance  of  assistant  United  States 
attorney,  George  A.  Outcelt.  This  attorney,  the  said  Douglas,  left  the  city  of 
Muzquiz  during  the  evening  of  July  20  or  21  to  visit  his  clients  at  their  camp,  9 
miles  from  Muzquiz.  A  Mexican  policeman  came  and  Inquired  of  me  whether 
or  not  Mr.  Outcelt  Wanted  this  attorney  at  the  Indian  camp.  The  ik)1  Iceman 
stated  that  he  would  go  and  bring  him  back  if  Mr.  Outcelt  did  not  want  him 
there,  and  I  said  to  the  policeman,  "  I  will  see  Mr.  Outcelt  for  you,*'  and  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  home  of  Doctor  Connine,  in  Muzquiz.  where  I  found  Mr.  Outcelt 
and  called  him  out  and  told  him  what  the  policeman  said,  and  Mr.  Outcelt  said, 
"Hell !  no;  of  course  I  don't  want  them  out  there,"  referring  to  Mr.  Douglas; 
the  KlckaiKK)  Indian  clerk,  E.  B.  Erney,  and  John  (Jostan,  who  I  understand  was 
a  sort  of  farmer  to  the  Kickapoo  Indians.  Outcelt  then  went  out  on  the  plaza 
where  the  policeman  was,  and  in  my  presence,  through  Mr.  Albert  Noble,  as 
interpreter,  Outcelt  instructed  the  iK)llceman  to  arrest  and  return  the  parties  to 
Muzquiz,  and  when  I  got  up  the  next  morning  I  found  they  had  returned. 

Joseph  Clark. 

Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  20th  day  of  December, 
A.  D.  1906. 

[SEAL.1  Homer  Yates, 

Notary  Puhlie. 

Now,  it  should  be  observed,  in  speaking  of  this  witness,  Outcelt, 
that  in  his  report  he  says  that  Clark  is  a  very  reputable  gentleman. 

The  Chairman.  Who  says  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Outcelt.  In  speaking  of  the  statement  referred  to, 
he  says  Clark  is  a  very  reputable  gentleman.  But  in  this  connection 
I  want  to  say  that  when  he  was  friendly  to  me,  Thackeiy  said  he  was 
a  thief.  I  want  to  show  the  disposition  of  these  people — that  they  do 
not  hesitate  to  villif}'  a  man  of  character. 

While  Thackery  and  Outcelt  both  now  testify  to  the  high  character 
of  Clark,  when  they  got  him  for  a  witness,  when  they  did  not  need 
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him  for  a  witness,  Thackery's  information  to  Inspector  McComas  on 
the  date  of  June  9,  1902,  in  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Hon. 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C.,  was : 

When  Mr.  Thackery  first  came  here  Mr.  Clark  was  very  anxious  to  appear 
friendly  to  him,  and  when  the  former  expressed  a  desire  for  a  certain  document 
that  was  In  Mr.  Bentley's  iM)8se8sion  Mr.  Clark  hurried  off  to  Mr.  Bentley's 
house,  stole  it  from  him,  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Thackery,  thinking  thereby  to  show 
his  friendliness  for  him,  but  Instead  of  praise  for  his  prowess  he  was  severely 
reprimanded  by  Mr.  Thackery.  This  act  shows  that  he  was  not  above  stealing, 
and  he  has  since  been  known  to  be  the  bearer  of  happenings  at  the  office  to 
Mr.  Bentley. 

Oflice  letter  of  March  24,  1902,  to  me  here,  was  left  at  the  office  one  day  and 
suddenly  disappeared.  Mr.  Clark  had  been  In  the  office  In  the  forenoon  and  may 
have  seen  the  letter.  No  one  in  the  office  could  possibly  have  had  any  Interest 
in  the  letter. 

Now,  the  letter  referred  to  related  to  some  charges  I  had  made 
against  an  attorney  in  Norman,  Okla.  This  attorney  had  been  instru- 
mental in  having  an  Indian  indicted  for  murder  in  order  to  get  the 
Indian's  half  section  of  land  for  defending  him.  I  knew  who  com- 
mitted the  murder;  knew  that  the  Indian,  Sloat,  was  innocent,  and  at 
fense.  ^Vhen  they  appeared  at  the  trial  and  the  attorney  saw  that  the 
Indian  was  going  to  have  proper  defense  tlie  case  was  dismissed ;  but 
Mr.  Thackery  recommended  to  the  Indian  Office  that  the  attoniey  he 
given  a  part  of  this  Indian's  land  or  given  a  fee  amounting  to  $500, 
and  the  Indian's  land  was  sold  and  the  fee  was  paid,  and  Thackery 
defended  the  lawyers  who  robbed  these  Indians  from  beginning  to 
end.  It  is  only  another  instance  when  each  and  every  time  an  Indian 
was  being  robbed,  and  I  went  to  his  rescue,  Mr.  Thackery  and  the 
Government  officials  connected  with  Indian  mattei*s  in  that  country 
always  went  to  the  rescue  of  the  robber,  and  in  this  instance  I  want  to 
say,  not  with  any  antagonism  to  the  present  incumbent  of  the  district 
attorney's  office  or  his  action  in  Oklahoma,  that  when  I  brought  an 
action  to  recover  the  estate  of  an  Indian  boy  for  whom  I  was  and  may 
still  be  guardian  that  had  been  erroneously  deeded  and  conveved  by 
parties  who  had  no  title,  through  the  Indian  agent  and  the  Indian 
Office,  that  the  United  States  attorney  or  his  assistant  appeared  in  the 
probate  court  of  Oklahoma  County  and  attempted  to  have  me  re- 
moved, and  petitioned  the  court  to  have  me  removed  as  guardian,  and 
recommended  and  attempted  to  have  a  friend  of  L.  C.  Grimes,  one 
Mr.  Hale,  appointed  in  my  stead. 

I  want  to  say  in  connection  with  that  nuitter,  that  the  action  is  still 
pending  in  the  United  States  district  court,  and  instead  of  having:  the 
cooperation  of  the  United  States  attorney's  office,  that  I  have  oeen 
opposed  from  the  beginning  until  now. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  wish  you  would  be  specific  and  state  who  appeared. 

Mr.  Bentley.  At  the  time  referred  to,  Mr.  Scothorn  and  Mr. 
Thackery.    I  have  already  stated  that  in  the  record. 

The  CnxViRMAN  (to  Mr.  Embry).  Was  Mr.  S(H)thorn  under  you? 

Mr.  Embry.  He  is  one  of  my  assistants.  If  that  was  under  Speed's 
administration  I  would  like  him  to  state  something  about  that. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  stated  that  was  before  the  present  incumbent 
took  the  office. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  said  without  any  antagonism  toward  me.  I 
would  like  you  to  state  those  facts. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  intended  to  have  the  record  show  that. 
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The  Chairman.  I  do  not  think  anylxxly  should  be  responsible  for 
anything  Steed  did  down  there,  as  I  have  heard.  Mr.  Bentley  has 
just  stated  that  this  was  not  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Enibry. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Although  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office,  Mr. 
John  Embry,  so  far,  has  signified  no  disposition  nor  have  I  consulted 
him  concerning  this  matter,  this  action  was  taken  during  the  time  of 
the  incumbency  of  Horace  Speed,  of  that  office. 

In  making  this  statement,  it  is  not  with  the  intention  of  in  anywise 
reflecting  or  bringing  any  reflections  upon  the  present  incumbent  of 
the  office  of  United  States  attorney  for  Oklahoma. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  is  the  first  time  you  have  brought  that  matter  to 
my  attention,  and  I  am  willing  to  investigate  it  on  my  return  to 
Oklahoma  and  give  you  any  proper  cooperation  from  the  United 
States  attorney's  office.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  facts,  but 
shall  investigate  them  as  soon  as  I  return  to  Oklahoma,  and  take  the 
proper  action. 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  should  be  observed  that  Mr.  Thackery  in  his 
statement  to  the  Department  had  contended  that  I  was  not  a  proper 
person  to  be  the  guardian  of  an  Indian  child,  and  also  Mr.  Dickson 
was  strongly  urged  that  I  was  disreputable,  totally  unworthy  of  belief, 
a  person  of  the  vilest  character;  yet  when  the  assistant  United  States 
attorney  appeared  in  court  at  the  hearing,  demanding  my  removal  as 
guardian  of  this  Indian  ward  whose  allotment  had  been  erroneously 
sold,  the  only  contention  made  there  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
was  that  I  was  not  a  satisfactory  guardian  and  that  the  court,  out  of 
all  due  respect  to  the  Secretary,  should  remove  me  without  further 
evidence.  The  court  took  a  contrary  view,  and  insisted  that  the  quali- 
fication of  a  guardian  was  a  function  purely  within  his  jurisdiction 
for  determination,  rather  than  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
1,700  miles  away,  and  he  refused  to  remove  me. 

Mr.  Scothom,  in  his  statement  to  the  court  when  interrogated  as  to 
any  further  reason,  said  that  he  had  no  interest  in  the  matter  except 
that  he  requested  and  urged  my  removal  in  the  interest  of  the  Indian 
ward,  when  he  well  knew  that  my  removal  meant  the  appointment  of 
a  friend  of  Grimes  who,  of  course,  would  dismiss  the  action  then 
pending  in  the  United  States  district  court,  and  that  this  Indian  boy 
would  thereby  be  deprived  of  80  acres  of  valuable  land.  The  land  in 
question,  on  the  recommendation  of  Agent  Thackery,  had  been  deeded 
by  deed,  approved  by  the  Department,  to  one  L.  C.  Grimes,  the 
Grimes  so  orten  mentioned  in  this  record  heretofore. 

The  circumstances,  in  my  opinion,  clearly  show  the  attitude  of 
Mr.  Scothorn  as  stated  by  jne  in  this  matter.  He  had  knowledge  of 
the  suit  and  of  my  purpose.  I  conversed  with  him  personally  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter,  and  it  might  be  proper  here  to  say  that  it  seemed 
to  be  the  disposition  of  Thackery  and  of  Scothorn*  that  when  the 
Department  had  done  something,  whether  erroneous  or  otherwise,  it 
must  stand. 

Referring  to  the  testimony  of  E.  W.  Sweeney,  given  on  February 
12,  1907,  it  should  be  observed  that  Mr.  Sweeney  had  lived  across 
the  river  from  these  Indians  for  years,  had  helped  them  times  without 
number  in  various  ways;  had  fed  them  during  the  hard  winters,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  that  had  he  been  given  the  Johnny  Mine  allotment 
he  would  still  have  been  a  loser  by  all  his  operations  with  the 
Kickapoo  Indians. 
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I  am  making  a  few  observations  of  this  testimony.  On  page 
of  the  appendix  will  be  found  a  letter  of  Mr.  Thackery,  showing  the 
use  whicli  the  Kickapoo  lease  money  payments  in  Mexico  were  by  him 
intended  to  serve.  Speaking  further  of  that  letter,  I  wish  to  say  that 
it  shows  that  Mr.  Thackery  did  not  intend  to  make  any  general  pay- 
ment of  lease  money,  that  ne  had  gotten  authority  from  the  Depart- 
ment to  use  these  lease  funds  as  a  leverage  if  he  wanted  to  take  the 
testimony  of  an  Indian  or  induce  him  to  sign  a  voucher  and  use  that 
as  a  leverage.    The  correspondence  is  clear  on  that  point. 

I  call  attention  to  Mr.  Thackery 's  letter  of  September  7,  1906,  in 
which  he  assures  the  Commissioner  that  Outcelt  is  blameless.  That 
is  on  page  of  the  appendix.     In  this  lamentable  affair  it  appears 

that  that  was  written  long  after  any  intelligent  man  in  any  way 
connected  with  these  transactions  was  convinced  of  Outcelt's  con- 
nivance therewith. 

I  call  attention  to  the^  letter  of  Mr.  Hitchcock,  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  written  under  date  of  June  6, 1906,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
page  of  the  appendix,  recommending  that  action  of  the  State 

Department  be  taken  looking  to  my  transactions  in  Mexico.  I  had 
alw^ays  supposed  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  protect  its 
citizens  in  foreign  countries,  and  not  to  prosecute.  If  they  had  asked 
for  an  extradition  no  criticism  could  have  been  made.  In  justice  to 
the  State  Department  it  should  be  said  that  they  refused. 

The  whole  line  of  affidavits  procured  by  Brosius  and  transmitted 
were  on  the  theory  that  the  claims  were  executed  by  the  Indians  in 
the  presence  of  the  officer.  This  is  not  true,  nor  does  the  office 
practice  require  it.  My  statement  in  connection  with  the  testimony  is 
clear.     On  pages  are  found  affidavits  procured  by  Brosius 

and  transmitted  for  investigation  by  Brosius  in  1898.     On  pages 

is  found  the  result  of  an  investigation  by  Brosius  m  1898. 
On  pages  is  foimd  the  result  of  an  investigation  by  Beede, 

which  discloses  something  of  the  methods  adopted  by  my  enemies 
at  the  beginning  of  this  fight.  The  total  disregard  of  truth  is  here 
disclosed.  By  my  enemies  I  mean  the  Indian  traders,  the  land 
grabbers,  and  people  who  have  sought  to  take  advantage  and  impose 
upon  the  Indians,  where  I  have  defended  the  Indians  against  the  act, 
including  persons  in  the  Indian  Office  and  the  then  Indian  agent  at 
Shawnee,  Lee  Patrick. 

The  statement  that  Outcelt  makes  on  page  is  absolutely  false, 

or  if  he  had  orders  not  to  talk  to  Indians,  he  disobeyed  them  con- 
stantly. He  talked  with  them  constantly,  and  had  he  sought  a  real 
investigation  he  would  have  had  my  help  and  the  help  of  everyone 
of  my  friends — Indians  and  whites.  The  statement  of  .Outcelt  as 
to  the  deeds  and  contracts  in  the  Border  National  Bank  should  be 
observed,  because  he  was  advised  both  by  me  personally  and  by  state- 
ments in  the  Congressional  Record,  that  I  know  he  had  read,  that 
these  instruments  were  subject  to  his  inspection  at  any  time. 

Pages  show  Thackery's  attempt  to  bolster  up  Grimes 

after  his  record  was  shown  up  by  Jenkins.  Thackery  took  affidavits 
at  his  office  for  himself,  giving  Grimes  the  best  of  character.  As  to 
the  drunkenness  of  Mr.  Sweeney,  while  in  Mexico  I  saw  him  often 
myself — probably  as  often  as  Outcelt — and  I  never  saw  him  drunk. 
As  to  the  drunkenness  of  Mr.  Outcelt,  I  saw  him  on  two  occasions 


AFFAIRS   OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS.  1273 

in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and  on  one  of  which  I  would  use  the  term 
that  he  was  verv  drunk. 

The  Chairman.  Who  was  .that,  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  Outcelt.    On  page  I  wish  to  call  at- 

tention to  Outceh's  instructions.  There  is  nothing  contained  there 
that  in  any  way  authorized  his  actions  or  any  of  t^eni ;  also  Thack- 
ery^'s  expense  account  showing  Conine  employed  bv  him  as  interpreter 
for  the  time  occupied  by  Grimes.     The  days  are  shown. 

The  Chairman.  What  do  you  mean,  "  time  ooccupied  by  Grimes?  " 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  mean  Mr.  Thackery's  expense  account  shows 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  the  time  he  was  employed  ? 
Mr.   Bentley.  Thackery  employed  him,  and  Grimes  was  employ- 
ing him  30  miles  away  from  there. 

The  Chairman.  Instead  of  saying  *'  occupied  "  say  "  used "  by 
Grimes. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes;  used  by  Grimes  at  that  time.  Conine  and 
Orimes  had  been  at  Barroteran  and  tried  to  hold  up  an  Indian  who 
Avas  seeking  to  come  to  Eagle  Pass,  and  who  later— Grimes,  Brown, 
and  Conine — had  a  mock  trial  and  convicted  of  murder,  and  then 
robl^ed  him  of  his  valuable  estate  in  the  United  States. 

Now,  I  am  ready  to  be  interrogated  by  Mr.  Embry.     I  do  not  care 
at  this  time  to  make  any  further  statement,  with  one  bare  exception. 
I  think  you  asked  me  yesterday  if  any  communication  ever  passed 
between  mj'self  and  Cade,  and  I  was  not  entirely  clear  at  that  time. 
It  is  my  recollection  now  that  I  sent  a  telegram  to  Cade  from  Muz- 
quiz,  and  that  my  telegram  was  in  an  effort  to  convince  Cade  that 
he  had  better  call  Johnson  away  from  there,  because  the  status  of 
things  there  was  such  that  I  knew,  or  believed,  unless  the  Indians 
were  gotten  drunk  and  deeds  were  gotten  in  such  manner  that  they 
would  not  be  good  to  anybody  who  got  them,  that  Johnson  would 
be  unable  to  get  a  deed.     I  think  I  sent  a  telegram  or  a  letter;  my 
recollection  is  I  sent  a  telegram.     If  I  did,  or  it  was  a  letter,  that  was 
its  purpose. 

Mr.  Embry.  During  the  time  of  your  incumbency  as  special  United 
States  Indian  agent  at  Shawnee,  how  many  times  were  you  investi- 
gated by  the  Dej)artment  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  So  far  as  I  know  I  was  investigated  by  Xessler  once. 
.     He  was  the  first  investigating  officer  that  came. 
Mr.  Embry.  ^\1io  was  the  next  one  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  he  came  in  secret.     I  learned  from  the  record 
since  that  time.     I  do  not  recall  seeing  him  on  his  second  investiga- 
tion, and  the  next  investigation  I  recall,  I  think,  was  by  Taggart — 
Special  Agent  Taggart. 
Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  the  next  one? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Then,  I  think,  Mr.  Beede,  although  Beede  may  have 
come  first.    Then,  I  think,  Mr.  Zeberly  came  and  stayed  there  about 
a  week.    In  fact,  he  was  over  the  reservation  with  me  a  good  deal. 
Mr.  Embry.  Who  else  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  last  investigation,  I  think,  was  by  Mr.  Beede,  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  not  Mr.  Dickson  down  there  ? 
Mr.  Bentley.  I  never  considered  that  an  investigation.     He  came 
prowling  around  there  after  I  went  out  of  office. 
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The  Chairman.  What  do  you  refer  to?    When  he  was  in  office  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir;  when  he  was  in  office. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  understand  that  Dickson  went  down  afterwards. 

Mr:  Embry.  Dickson  made  an  investigation  afterwards. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  got  these  mixed.  [To  Mr.  Bentley]  : 
You  were  out  of  office  wlien  Xessler\s  investigation  was  made? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  it  was  made  in  May.  All  those  I  have  re- 
ferred to  were  made  while  I  was  in  office  except  the  last  one  by  Beede, 
and  the  so-called  investigation  by  Dickson,  after  I  was  out  of  the 
service. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Dickson  made  an  investigation  in  Mexico,  did 
he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  a  very  distinct  recollection  of  that. 

Mr.  Embry\  Then,  was  it  the  same  or  another  Dickson  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  not  referring  to  Mexico.  It  is  true  Dickson 
came  to  Mexico  in  1905  and  made  some  kind  of  an  investigation. 
In  fact,  I  took  some  part  in  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  One  of  these  nien's  names  is  spelled  ''  Dickson?"*' 
,  Mr.  Bentley'.  James  D.  Dickson.    One  is  Charles  H.  and  the  other 
James  D.     James  I),  is  a  special  agent  who  was  sent  there  by  the 
Indian  Office  to  be  my  principal,  and  who  was  sent  there  to  defeat 
my  efforts  to  put  the  Kickapoos  on  their  allotments. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  sent  there  at  the  time  you  were  sent  there? 

Mr.  Bentley'.  I  was  directed  to  work  under  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  made  a  report  ( 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  the  record  now  shows  he  did ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  then,  Charles  H.  Dickson,  he  made  one  or  two 
I'eports,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  the  record  shows  that  he  did,  although  I 
do  not  recall  giving  any  testimony  before  Dickson  in  the  United 
States  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  remember  of  his  investigation  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  a  very  distinct  recollection  of  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  remember  that  he  investigated  the  Claude 
Davis  contest  in  Oklahoma  ? 

Mr.  Bentley'.  I  heard  of  it,  perhaps.  I  have  no  distinct  recollec- 
tion of  taking  any  part  in  it.  I  do  not  think  I  have  read  his  report 
on  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  remember  McComas  made  an  investigation  of 
your  conduct  down  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  hot  so  understand  it.  I  recollect  he  made  an 
investigation  as  to  Thackery,  but  I  do  not  think  he  investigated  me. 

Mr.  Embry'.  You  understood  later  his  report  was  largely  against 
you? 

Mr.  Bentley^.  Yes,  sir;  I  found  out  that  he  consulted  my  ene- 
mies  

Mr.  Embry.  You  understood  that  McLaughlin  invevStigated  you 
down  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  understood  he  made  some  investigation,  but  I  do 
not  know  that  it  referred  to  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  afterwards  learned  it? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  I  have  learned  it  from  the  committee's  papers  here 
that  he  made  some  reference  to  me. 


APFAIBS   OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS.  1275 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  result  of  a  great  many  of  these  investigations 
have  been  very  unfavorable  to  you,  have  they  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  desire  to  state  that  the  investigation  made  by  Ness- 
ler  was  unfavorable  to  me,  but  I  want  to  state  that  every  word  in  his 
statement  is  absolutely  false. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  report  made  by  Mr.  Dickson — the  first  Mr. 
Dickson — was  that  Charles  H.? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Dickson  has  since  told  me  he  was  sent  there  by  the 
Indian  Office  to  thwart  my  efforts  and  see  that  I  did  not  succeed  in 
the  thing  which  the  President  had  appointed  me  to  do,  and  I  would 
not  be  surprised,  under  the  circumstances,  at  anj^thing  he  might  report 
to  the  Indian  Office.  He  had  to  cater  to  them  and  report  such  stuff 
as  they  wanted,  and  no  doubt  he  did  so. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Xow,  Charles  H.  Dickson,  his  reports  were  very 
unfavorable,  were  they  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  came  there  and  called  me  a  falsifier  and  vilifier, 
and  abused  me  a  great  deal.  Thackery,  an  enemy  of  mine,  was  ap- 
pointed on  his  recommendation,  and  in  view  of  the  enmity  he  had 
toward  me,  unless  he  was  an  unusual  human  being,  I  would  not  have 
expected  to  meet  with  favor  from  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  McLaughlin's  report  was  unfavorable  to  von,  was  it 
not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  perhaps  Mr.  Tliackerv  ran  him  against  some 
men  I  had  who  were  enemies;  I  think  he  did.  I  want  to  say  in 
fairness  to  Mr.  McLaughlin  that  everything  he  said  was  sincere. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  some  of  these  men 
were  officers  and  inspectors  of  experience  who  would  not  be  easily 
deceived  in  matters  of  that  kind? 

Mr.  Bentley.  So  far  as  McLaughlin  is  concerned,  if  he  reported 
unfavorably  or  said  anything  against  me,  and  I  think  he  did,  it 
was  done  under  misapprehension.  I  have  no  reflection  to  cast  upon 
Mr.  McLaughlin. 

The  Chairman.  You  remember  he  said  he  did  not  see  Mr.  Bentley 
or  have  any  conversation  with  him. 

Mr.  Embry,  Beede's  report  was  favorable  to  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  Taggart's  report  was  favorable.  He  said 
I  was  honest  and  diligent.  It  should  be  copied  in  the  record  with 
the  report  of  Mr.  Taggart  and  Mr.  Beede.  Both  of  the  reports  of 
Mr.  Beede  and  Mr.  Taggart  clearly  contradict  the  other  reports. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  at  the  time  when  you  were  appointed  special 
Indian  agent  down  there  were  you  an  employee  of  the  old  Choctaw 
Railway  Company? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  E:mbry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  were  appointed  special  Indian 
agent  of  the  Kickapoos  at  the  time  when  you  were  in  Washington 
looking  after  the  interests  of  this  railroad  company  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  I  was  not.  I  was  mayor  of  the  city  of 
Shawnee  also  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  there  was  liti^tion  pending? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  was  in  this  city  in  the  interest  of  the  city  of 
Shawnee. 
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Mr.  Embry.  And  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Shawnee  was  that  the 
raih*oad  company  be  not  obstructed  bv  some  injunction  proceedings 
from  building  through  tlie  Kickapoo  Reservation  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  perhaps  also  true.  That  matter  may  have 
been  up  at  that  time,  but  my  recollection  is  it  was  a  year  before.  In 
fact,  I  am  quite  clear  as  to  that.  I  have  been  here  a  year  before  in 
the  interest  of  the  Choctaw  Railroad,  in  connection  with  my  employ- 
ment, seeking  to  get  a  right  of  way  through  the  Indian  country  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Had  they  secured  the  right  of  way  at  the  time  you 
w^re  appointed  agent? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  so.  In  fact,  the  track  had  been  laid  and  the 
trains  were  running  to  Shawnee  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  had  been  running  through  this  reservation  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  had  been  running  through  this  reservation;  or 
if  they  were  not,  soon  after  that  time  the  track  was  laid  and  the  train 
people  came  by  rail  to  Shawnee  at  that  time.  That  is  my  recol- 
lection. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  trains  came  there  from  what  direction  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  From  the  west.  The  road  had  not  been  completed 
from  the  east. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  was  allowed  the  Kickapoos  for 
that  right  of  way? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  that  they  have  been  paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  remain  in  the  employ  of  this  railroad  since 
you  were  appointed  a^nt? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  you  remain  in  their  employ  after  you 
were  appointed? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  I  resigned  before,  either  just  before  or  as 
soon  as  I  was  appointed.  I  was  not  carried  on  the  pay  roll  a  day  be- 
yond the  time  I  was  appointed  special  Indian  agent. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  you  were  appointed  special  Indian  agent 
you  were  supported  in  that  by  the  officers  of  this  railroad  company? 

Mr.  Bentley.  To  speak  more  fully  of  that,  I  will  say  that  Mr. 
Gowan,  the  president  of  this  railroad,  now  of  Philadelphia,  was 
consulted  by  me  about  leaving  the  employment  of  the  company.  I 
went  over  to  Philadelphia  and  told  him  Mr.  Cleveland  had  tendered 
me  this  appointment ;  the  Indians  were  in  trouble  and  conditions  were 
bad,  I  believed,  and  I  ought  to  resign  and  take  the  Indian  position. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  endeavor  to  refresh  your  memory  and  see  if  you 
do  not  recall  that  injunction  proceedings  were  then  pending  or  threat- 
ened on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  this  company  from 
crossing  this  reservation. 

Mr.  Bentley.  At  the  time  of  my  appointment,  I  am  certain  it  was 
a  year  before  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  are  certain  it  had  been  disposed  of  before  that 
time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  certain  it  had  been  disposed  of  in  court,  but 
my  recollection  is  it  had  crossed  the  Kickapoo  reservation  into  Shaw- 
nee. I  am  certain  of  that,  because  it  was  in  the  middle  of  my  term, 
in  July,  that  the  train  came  to  Shaw^nee.  My  term  of  office  had  ex- 
pired as  mayor  of  Shawnee. 

Senator  La  Follette.  Was  that  the  middle  of  your  term  as  agent? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir ;  the  middle  of  my  office  as  mayor  of  Shaw- 
nee. That  was  the  time  the  railroad  came  in,  and  for  a  few  days 
after  my  appointment  as  special  Indian  agent  I  was  still  mayor  of 
Shawnee,  having  at  the  date  of  my  appointment  three  offices — special 
agent  of  the  railroad,  special  agent  for  the  United  States,  and  mayor 
oi  Shawnee. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  right  of  the  railroad  to  cross  the  allotment  was 
not  disposed  of  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  Territory  for  some 
time  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  a  matter  I  had  nothing  to  do  with,  except 
I  advised  the  Indians  not  to  .settle  with  the  railroad. 

Mr.  Emery.  Did  you  ever  make  any  efforts  to  secure  for  the  In- 
dians compensation  for  this  right  of  way  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  because  the  lands  were  worth  barely  any- 
thing at  that  time.  The  land  was  barely  selling  fof  $4  or  $5  an  acre. 
As  long  as  the  company  was  not  disposed  to  pay  it,  and  had  raised  a 
technicality  about  the  law,  I  thought  it  was  better  to  wait. 

Mr.  Emery.  Since  your  term  as  Indian  agent  have  you  been  in  the 
employ  of  this  railroad  company  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Emery.  Who  is  traffic  manager  or  agent;  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir ;  in  no  respect. 

Mr.  Emery.  You  have  no  relation  with  them  whatever? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir.  The  old  management  I  had  a  position  un- 
der resigned,  and  the  railroad  sold  out  and  I  never  went  back  to  it. 

The  Chairman.  Did  the  railroad  people  have  anything  to  do  with 
securing  your  appointment? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir ;  nothing  in  the  world ;  no  recommendation, 
and  it  took  no  part  whatever.  President  Cleveland  did  not  require 
any  reference. 

The  Chairman.  I  believe  you  have  stated  to  the  committee  the 
circumstances  under  which  you  were  appointed  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  beginning  of  my  statement. 

Mr.  Emery.  Now,  at  the  time  of  your  incumbency  as  agent  did  you 
encourage  these  Kickapoos  to  think  that  if  they  learned  to  farm  they 
would  then  be  in  a  better  position  to  go  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  In  this  way,  I  encouraged  the  Indian  to  believe  that 
if  he  learned  how  to  make  a  living  and  how  to  make  money  that  it 
would  make  him  independent  and  go  where  he  pleased.  If  he  wanted 
to  go  there  and  visit  he  could  do  so,  and  later  on  if  conditions  became 
intolerable  he  would  be  in  a  better  position  to  go  home. 

Mr.  Emery.  You  understand  from  your  experience  in  Mexico  he 
would  have  a  better  time  if  he  returned  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  helped  ttiem  often  to  make  visits  down 
there  to  their  relations. 

Mr.  Emery.  You  understood  that  this  inducement  of  self-help  that 
you  held  out  to  them  would  be  encouragement;  in  fact  they  thought 
they  would  have  the  privilege  of  returning  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  with  the  idea  of  returning  permanently.  I 
want  to  say,  in  the  instance  of  one  Indian,  the  most  progressive  of  all 
of  them,  one  who  planted  an  orchard  and  opened  a  farm,  that  he 
made  two  trips  to  Mexico  during  my  incumbency  of  the  office  and 
returned  and  remained  contentedly  on  his  farm  until  I  got  out  of 
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office  and  until  he  died,  and  he  had  no  intention  of  going  to  Mexico 
permanently,  so  long  as  conditions  remained,  if  he  could  live  in  peace 
in  Oklahoma. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  encouraged  any  of  these  Indians  to  go  to 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  vou  been  down  there  and  made  anv  speech  to 
them? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  should  like,  in  answer  to  that,  to  read  from  my  last 
annual  report,  if  the  committee  will  permit  me. 

The  Chairman.  Certainly. 

Mr.  Embry.  Vniat  is  the  date  of  that? 

Mr.  Bentley  (reading)  : 

Hvport  of  special  aovnt  in  rhartfe  nf  Shairtivc  and  McxU'an  Kirkn poo. 

Mexican  Kickapoo  Agency, 

tihawnee,  Okla.,  Auguat  24,  190 L 

Big  Jim' a  hand. — This  band  of  absentee  Shawnees  are  not  In  a  condition  to 
be  placed  in  ordinary  liands.  They  sliould  liave  tlie  careful  sui>ervIsion  of  an 
honest,  capable,  and  exi)erlence<i  special  ajirent  for  at  least  a  year  before  they 
will  be  in  any  condition  to  be  place<l  under  a  }?eneral  supervision.  Big  Jim, 
the  principal  chief  of  this  band  (a  grandson  of  Tecuniseh).  lived  and  doubtless 
dietl  in  the  firm  hoiHj  that  his  people  would  escape  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  and  establish  tliemselves  in  a  republic  in  Mexico,  under  laws 
more  suitable  for  their  perpetuatir»n  as  a  distinct  people.  During  the  month 
of  August.  IIKK),  while  on  a  visit  to  President  Diaz,  he  was  strlclien  with  small- 
pox and  died  in  Mexico.  Ills  only  surviving  son,  To-mo,  has  succeeded  him  as 
chief  of  the  Shawne<3S,  and  seems  as  determined  as  his  father  to  remove  his 
people  to  Mexico.  They  are  fractional  on  the  Mexican  emigration  proix)sitioii, 
and  the  majority  are  inclined  to  remain  and  make  the  best  of  their  conditioos 
and  surroundings  liere,  while  the  minority  are  as  persistent  as  ever,  and  I  ap- 
prehend that  some  eighteen  or  twenty  will  start  overland  on  a  pllgrima^  to 
Mexico  soon.  1  believe  that  tlieir  migration  would  be  in  the  interest  of  those 
remaining.  Here  they  are  only  idlers  and  agitators,  and  lieep  the  entire  band 
in  a  state  of  agitation. 

The  white  i>eople  surrounding  the  reservation  have  lately  caused  reports  to 
be  circulated  anumg  them  that  their  children  are  to  be  forcibly  placed  in  school, 
and  I  recommend  that  the  matter  of  placing  the  children  of  this  band  In  school 
be  delayed  for  a  few  months  to  enable  the  Indians  to  become  reconciled  to  the 
new  administration. 

As  to  the  condition  of  the  Kickapoos  when  I  took  charge  of  them, 
I  wish  to  now  quote  another  paragraph  from  the  report  referred  to, 
which  reads  in  part  relating  to  the  Kickapoos: 

In  the  spring  of  IROO,  when  I  assumed  charge  of  them,  I  found  them  in  pov- 
erty and  distres.s.  living  10  miles  from  the  land  that  had  been  allotted  to  them, 
which  they  were  determinedly  opiM)sed  to  accepting.  They  had  no  idea  of  labor, 
and  were  opiM)sed  to  anything  and  everything  which  the  Government  might 
propose  with  homes  or  fields,  and  utterly  devoid  of  agricultural  knowledge.  I 
will  leave  them  in  comfortable  houses,  with  large  fields  and  bearing  orchards 
and  well  equipped  with  modern  agricultural  implements,  and  I  commend  them 
to  my  successor. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  belong  to  that  band  at  the  present? 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  at  that  time? 

Mr.   Embry.  No;  th^  present  time. 

Mr.  Bentley.  At  that  time,  184.  Since  then  a  great  many  have 
died.  Of  the  three  hundred  and  some  allotted  there,  in  ten  years 
more  than  half  of  them  have  died. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  talking  about  these  which  have  been  referred  to 
as  Big  Jim's  band? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  there  are  to  exceed  at  this  time  100. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  do  they  reside  now,  in  Pottawatomie  County? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;   and  Cleveland  County. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you,  since  you  were  a^ent,  been  dowti  there  and 
made  talks  to  them  aoout  going  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  heard  the  testimony  of  Snakeraan  down  there, 
whom  John  Snake  interpreted  for.  The  question  was  asked  his 
father,  who  wanted  to  know  whether  you  were  their  agent  or  Mr, 
Thackery  was  their  agent. 

Mr.  Bbntley.  Yes,  sir;  over  some  liti^tion  about  this  murder 
trial.  I  passed  through  there  going  to  Gorman,  on  the  Shawnee 
Reservation,  and  gathered  up  some  witnesses,  and  my  recollection  is 
I  stayed  there  all  night.  On  another  occasion  I  made  a  very  hurried 
trip  over  there  and  got  dinner.  I  think  Mr.  Field  was  with  me  at 
the  time,  hunting  some  witnesses  in  some  probate  case.  I  think  we 
left  Shawnee  in  Sie  morning  and  returned  at  night  That  is  the  only 
time  I  have  any  recollection  of.  I  have  not  been  with  th^m  for  two 
years. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  encouraged  them  to  believe  that  you  were 
their  agent  and  Mr.  Thackery  was  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  on  the  contrary,  I  told  the  Shawnees  they 
were  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  had  a  right  to  go  wherever 
they  pleased  and  had  a  right  to  employ  anybody  they  pleased,  and,  so 
far  as  their  employment  outside  oi  the  agency  was  concerned,  I  have 
a  right  to  represent  them  and  had  a  right  to  represent  them. 

Mr,  Embry.  You  say  you  have  continued  to  represent  them  in  what 
capacity? 

Mr.  Bentley.  When  they  wore  arrested,  as  they  often  were,  for 
murder  or  some  imjust  charge,  and  they  were  put  in  prison — Mr. 
Thackeiy  has  had  them  in  prison  sometimes,  when  they  would 
not  testify  to  suit  him — I  have  gone  over  to  Tecumseh  and  bonded 
them  out  and  helped  them  to  set  out.  At  one  time  he  had  some  of 
them  chained  to  a  tree  all  night  in  his  endeavor  to  get  the  Indians 
to  testify  that  my  boy  had  given  them  whisky  when  he  had  not.  I 
defended  them  against  all  kinds  of  impositions  continually. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  ever  taken  up  the  project  of  their  going  to 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  have  talked  to  them  a  great  deal  about  it;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^Vhat  did  you  say  to  them  about  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  invariably  stated  to  them  that  if  they  could 
not  and  would  not  be  reconciled  here,  and  the  lands  down  there  were 
become  of  such  a  character  that  they  could  not  make  a  living  on 
them,  that  I  would  help  to  find  them  a  good  place.  I  will  say  in  this 
connection  that  they  were  allotted  the  most  inferior  lands  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oklahoma.  These  Indians  settled  in  the  neighborhood 
where  their  present  allotments  are.  They  believed  the  land  was  so 
inferior  that  the  Government  would  never  allot  them  there.  The 
white  homesteaders  came  in  and  plowed  up  the  inferior  sandhill 
uplands,  and  the  waters  from  the  hills  carried  the  sand  into  the  val- 
leys and  filled  up  the  channels  and  overflowed  everything.  I  think 
they  are  in  a  condition  where  thev  ought  to  be  encouraged  to  go 
somewhere  where  they  can  make  a  living. 
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Mr.  Embry.  These  Shawnees  are  reasonably  industrious  Indians, 
are  they  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Shawnee  Indians,  as  shown  bjr  the  records, 
were  at  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war  the  richest  Indiums 
in  this  country  by  their  own  efforts. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  to  their  present  habits  down  there.  Are  they  not 
industrious  ? 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  A  few  of  them  are,  and  a  few  of  them  are  discour- 
aged and  have  nothing.    Their  crops  drowned  out  year  after  year. 

Mr.  Embry.  Discouraged  in  what  way  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Their  lands  will  not  raise  crops,  and  they  are  dis- 
satisfied with  Mr.  Thackery.  He  gives  them  no  encouragement.  They 
are  all  my  friends,  and  when  they  go  to  Mr.  Thackery,  he  says,  "  Go 
to  Bentley ;  he  is  your  friend." 

Mr.  Embry.  In" what  way  does  Thackery  not  give  them  encourage- 
ment, if  you  know  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Those  that  are  friendly  to  me,  the  blacksmith,  for 
instance,  does  not  do  work  for  them,  and  they  ask  such  aid  as  Mr. 
Thackery  is  entitled  to  give  them,  so  they  advise  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  that  from  your  own  knowledge,  but 
only  from  the  statements  of  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  tell  me  that.     I  have  only  their  statements. 

Mr.  E]viBRY.  How  man\^  of  them  are  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Perhaps  I  have  not  conversed  with  more  than  a 
dozen  of  them  in  relation  to  that.     That  is,  they  come  to  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  are  their  names? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Joe  Uill,  Charlie  White,  John  Pecan,  and  Bill  White, 
Collin  Panther,  Billy  Panther,  and  a  fellow  they  call  "Bootjack." 
There  are  probably  others  that  I  could  recall.  Those  that  speat 
English  come  and  talk  very  freely  about  it.  I  want  to  say  further 
that  there  is  a  reason,  and  in  justice  to  Mr.  Thackery 

Mr.  Embry.  I  want  you  to  explain  that.  I  want  to  get  the  facts 
about  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  speaking  frankly,  so  far  as  I  have  an  opportu- 
nity. 'VMien  Mr.  Thackery  was  in  the  school  service  over  at  Ana- 
darko — in  the  school  service — it  seems  he  tried  to  force  the  children 
of  Tom  Mack  to  go  to  school.  They  did  not  belong  over  there.  They 
were  Shawnees,  who  were  temporarily  over  there.  Mack  had  a  large 
family  of  some  four  or  five  boys.  Thackery  got  them.  They  rebelled 
and  he  i)ut  them  in  jail.  They  were  taken  down  with  measles,  had 
caught  cold  while  in  jail,  and  all  of  them  died.  Mr.  Thackery  came 
to  be  agent  there  under  very  unfavorable  circumstances. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  an  easy  matter  to  prejudice  the  Indians  against 
Mr.  Thackery  when  he  came  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  every  Shawnee  looked  upon  Mr.  Thackery 
as  being  responsil)le  for  the  death  of  that  family. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  That  was  during  his  office  over  at  Anadarko? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  The  Shawnees  were  always  prejudiced 
against  Mr.  Thackery. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  suggest  to  them  in  any  manner  that  he  was  a 
schoolman  and  would  put  their  children  in  school? 

Mr.  Bentljiy.  It  was  just  an  overzealous  effort  on  his  part  to  put 
them  to  school  over  there.    They  were  Indians  from  another  reserva- 
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tion,  and  putting  those  children  in  school  had  resulted  in  the  death  of 
five  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  After  Mr.  Thackery  came  to  Shawnee  thejr  complained 
of  his  conduct  at  Anadarko.  You  were  not  in  a  position  to  testify 
as  to  his  conduct  at  Anadarko  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  see  how  I  could  have  defended  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  had  a  right  to  put  the  children  over  there  in  school, 
had  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  from  another  reservation.  I  apprehend  that 
while  in  the  employ  of  the  school  service,  when  he  sought  by  force 
to  put  the  Indians  in  prison  who  belonged  in  another  jurisdiction,  he 
was  far  exceeding  his  authority. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  to  what  extent  he  used  force  in  putting 
those  Indians  in  school  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Just  simply  as  the  Indians  told  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  only  a  rumor  among  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Their  father  told  me.  I  believe  at  last  he  put  the 
children  in  the  Anadarko  jail,  and  they  died  soon  afterwards  from 
cold  contracted  there  in  the  jail,  complicated  with  measles. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  never  went  to  any  trouble  to  advise  these  Indians 
that  there  had  been  a  change  in  the  agency,  and  they  could  get  along 
with  Mr.  Thackery  as  best  they  could,  and  they  should  respect  him 
as  such  ? 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  I  refer  you  to  this  my  last  annual  report,  that  they 
regarded  the  school  matter  as  very  touchy,  and  when  he  came  there 
as  agent  and  tried  to  force  them  into  the  school  they  would  be  afraid 
of  him.  I  recommended  that  that  matter  be  deferred  for  a  time  and 
let  them  get  reconciled. 

(Mr.  Embry  then  handed  the  witness  some  papers.) 

Mr.  Embry.  I  wish  you  would  read  those  papers. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  wish  me  to  read  all  of  these  papers? 

Mr.  Embry.  I  handed  them  to  you  to  refresh  your  memory,  after 
reading  them.     That  is  all. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  be  very  glad  to  testify  about  this  matter. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  at  the  time  you  were  agent  of  the  Shawnees, 
Ijeonard  A.  Hampton  filed  this  application  for  the  cancellation  of  a 
double  allotment. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  Indians  Ah-ne-sho-peah  and  Nah-ne-sho-pe  had 
been  given  two  allotments? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yas,  sir ;  a  double  or  erroneous  allotment. 

Mr.  Embry.  After  this  content  was  iiistituted  it  developed  from 

?our  examination  that  these  two  names  were  the  name  of  the  same 
ndian  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir:  it  developed  that  there  was  an  Indian  by 
the  name  of  Nah-ne-she-pe  and  there  never  was  an  Indian  by  the  first 
name  of  Ah-ne-sho-peah,  and  the  presumption  was  that  they  had 
allotted  the  Indian  Nah-ne-sho-pe  twice. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  recommended  the  allotment  of  Ah-ne-sho-peah 
for  cancellation  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  the  Indian  who  never  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  retention  of  the  allotment  of  Nah-ne-sho-pe? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Everest  was  attorney  for  Hampton  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  Howe,  of  this  city,  was  also  his  attorney  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  two  attorneys,  one  in  Washington 
and  the  other  in  Oklahoma. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  of  the  hearing  before  vou  and  after  notice 
to  Everest  neither  Everest  nor  Hampton  appearea,  did  they  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  my  recollection  that  they  did  not,  but  I  am  not 
certain  as  to  that. 

Mr.  Embrt.  You  made  the  entire  examination  yourself? 

Mr.  Bbntlbt.  I  recollect  calling  a  large  number  of  the  Indians 
before  me  and  interrogating  them  and  taking  thftir  testimony  relative 
to  it ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  one  of  these  allotments  the  one  to  which  Joe  Clark 
referiTHl  in  his  testimony  when  he  said  that  he  and  another  party  at 
your  suggestion  went  out  and  built  a  dugout  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  this  the  allotment  which  was  shown  to  Petty 
Eodkey? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  the  same  one. 

Mr.  Embry.  Before  your  hearing,  and  recommending  the  cancel- 
lation of  this  allotment,  you  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  con- 
testant, Hampton,  that  upon  the  cancellation  of  the  allotment,  and  his 
securing  his  homestead  filing  on  one  of  these  tracts,  he  would  pay  to 
Ives  $500? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  shown  by  the  record  here? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  correct. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  you  went  out  of  office  before  Hampton  secured 
his  filing  on  this  tract  of  land,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  never  secured  any  filing  on  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understand  that  after  Thackery  became  agent 
this  matter  was  referred  back  to  him  for  reinvestigation? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  T  understand  for  reinvestigation,  and  that 
he  controverted  the  fact ;  that  he  had  the  wrong  cancellation  and  it 
was  otherwise  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understand  that  Mr.  Thackery  upon  his  investi- 
gation found  there  was  no  such  Indian  as  Nah-ne-sho-pe,  but  that  as 
the  allotment  awarded  to  that  name  was  the  better  of  the  two,  it  should 
be  gi\^n  to  the  heir  of  Ah-ne-sho-peah,  do  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  probably  can  assign  a  reason  for  it 
That  Indian  had  ow^ed  for  a  long  time  the  trader  over  at  the  store, 
and  the  trader  had  a  man  to  buy  the  land,  and  it  was  arranged  to  pay 
the  trader  what  the  Indian  owed  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understand  it  to  be  a  fact  that  Mr.  Thackery  con- 
cluded that  the  allotment  set  apart  for  Nah-ne-sho-pe  was  the  better 
of  the  two? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  as  to  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  he  recommended  that  that  allotment  be  given 
to  the  heir  of  Ah-ne-sho-peah  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  hardly  suppose  that  would  be  the  conclusion,  from 
the  fact  that  one  is  bottom  land  and  the  other  high,  rolling  land,  with 
a  gully  running  through  it ;  and  if  he  did  so  report,  I  am  surprised 
that  he  did. 
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Mr.   Embry.  What  advantage  would  it  give  to  the  trader  if  the 
heir  of  Ah-ne-eho-peah  was  given  one  or  the  other  of  those  lands? 

Mr.  Bentley.  1  think  Mr.  Thackery  attempted  to  discredit  me. 
He  thought  he  would  give  me  the  credit  of  showing  I  had  falsely 
reported  the  matter,  showing  to  the  Department  that  there  was  no 
such  person  as  Nah-ne-Sho-pe,  when  he  claimed  to  discover  that  I  was 
in  error,  and  of  course  the  Indian  who  owed  the  trader,  and  to  whom 
the  dicker  waft  made,  was  permitted  to  heir  the  land.  I  think  Hamp- 
ton was  very  eager  to  buy  it,  and  I  think  he  knew  of  the  location  it 
had  and  the  peculiar  conditions  surrounding  it,  which  vould  enable 
it  to  sell  more  readily.  ^ 

Mr.  Embry.  This  heir  could  have  sold  either  tract? 
Mr.  Bentley,  Yes^  sir.  Hampton  was  a  large  lessor  of  Indian 
land.  He  wanted  to  buy  land  on  which  he  could  erect  his  improve- 
ments that  belonged  te  4nm ;  and  had  the  value  of  the  bottom  land  and 
the  hill  land  been  equal,  he  would  have  given  more  for  the  hill  land 
for  thepurpose  for  which  he  wanted  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Your  supposition  is  that  Mr.  Thackery  should  give  to 
the  Indian  heir  that  allotment  which  would  sell  most  readily  and 
for  the  most  money  under  the  circumstances.  You  think  he  was  in- 
duced to  that  that  he  might  aid  that  Indian  trader  instead  of  bene- 
fiting the  heir? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  This  Quen-nep-po-thot,  whose  land  was  sold,  was 
very  heavily  in  debt  to  the  trader,  and  he  wanted  to  see  the  trader 
paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  law  for  him  to  do  it, ' 
do  you  not  think  it  was  proper  for  the  agent  to  recommend  ttiat  this 
heir  should  sell  the  one  which  would  pay  the  most  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  the  proper  thing  would  have  been  to  follow 
the  law.  If  there  had  not  been  any  Indian  of  that  name,  the  land 
would  have  been  canceled  and  the  allotment  that  did  belong  to  Ah- 
ne-sho-peah  should  have  been  retained.  That  allotment  never  be- 
longed to  anybody  except  the  Government. 

Mr.  Embry.  Your  contention  was  that  it  should  be  canceled  and 
Hampton  should  be  permitted  to  file? 
Mr.  Benti^ey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  when  Mr.  Thackery  recommended  that  the  land 
be  given  to  the  heir,  he  recommended  that  the  other  allotment  be 
given  to  a  Kickapoo,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so.  The  object  of  putting  the 
dugout  on  that  land  was  to  induce  an  Indian  to  locate  on  it.  I  tried 
to  locate  an  Indian  on  the  up-hill  piece,  and  he  was  afraid  if  he  got 
on  that  piece  of  land  the  white  people  would  drive  him  off,  and  he 
did  not  dare  to  locate. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  double  allotment  was  allotted   to   Pequa,  was  it 
not? 
Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Pequa  had  not  received  an  allotment  before  that  time, 
had  he? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Nr,  sir;  he  was  an  Indian  that  had  been  left  out,  as 
were  numerous  others. 

Mr.  Embry.  Pequa 's  allotment  was  reserved  to  him  by  Frank 
Thackery  changing  the  rule  you  had  instituted  in  regard  to  this 
contest?" 
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Mr.  BENTiaEY.  Yes,  sir.  I  had  a  conference  with  Larrabee,  and  he 
said  there  was  no  law  for  that.  I  was  here  often.  There  were  30 
Indians  who  had  no  land  who  were  left  out. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  it  was  done  later? 

Mr.  BBNTOjy.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  would  not  do  it  for  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  recommend  that  the  Indian  Office  do  it  for 
you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did  in  writing.  I  took  it  up 
with  the  Indian  Office.  The  Department  has  revers^  itself  so  often 
in  such  matters  that  one  does  not  know  what  to  look  for. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  letter,  dated  "  Shawnee,  Okla.,  a-3-1902,"  signed 
"  M.  J.  Bentley,"  is  your  letter? 

Mr.  Bentley  (after  examining  paper).  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  sig- 
nature. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  after  you  went  out  of  office? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  read  it  to  you,  and  then  ask  you  a  question 
about  it: 
Leonard  A.  Hampton,  Dale,  Okla, 

Dear  Sir:  Replying  to  yours  of  the  22d  ultimo,  I  have  to  advise  you  that 
you  need  not  give  the  claim  of  the  Indians  serious  consideration,  though  yon 
should  keep  me  advised  of  any  new  phase  in  the  matter.  It  is  my  Judgment 
that  all  you  need  do  is  to  stand  pat.  I  shall  leave  here  for  Washington  some 
time  this  week,  and  expect  while  there  to  terminate  this  matter. 

After  you  went  out  of  office,  and  after  Thackery  was  endeavoring 
•  to  secure  this  land  for  another  worthy  Kickapoo,  or  one  of  the  allot- 
ments for  another  worthy  Kickapoo,  you  still  aided  and  encouraged 
the  contest  of  Hampton,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  I  have  any  knowledge  of  it.  My 
recollection  is  I  had  no  knowledge  of  Thackery's  effort  to  secure  the 
land  for  another  Kickapoo. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  think  you  did? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir:  that  is  my  recollection.  If  I  did  have,  I 
would  think  he  was  attempting  to  do  a  thing  that  the  law  did  not 
provide  for,  after  I  had  done  the  same  thing  myself  and  failed  by 
the  same  authorities. 

Mr.  Embry.  After  Thackery  secured  the  order  that  this  double 
allotment  be  allotted  to  Pe(|ua,  and  the  other  allotment  be  given  to 
the  heir  of  Ah-ne-sho-peah,  it  was  then  that  you  took  down  this 
certified  check  for  $500,  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  that  Hampton  came  to  me  and 
said  that  his  money  was  laying  there  doing  no  good,  and  he  could 
not  draw  it  down  unless  I  indorsed  with  him.  I  veiy  cheerfully 
went  and  indorsed,  so  that  he  could  take  down  his  money.  I  did 
not  get  a  penny  of  it. 

Mr.  E^iRRY.  Later  along  the  heir  of  Ah-ne-sho-peah  sold  the  allot- 
ment which  Hampton  was  seeking  to  get. 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  which  he  had  no  right  to. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  he  sold  that  allotment  which  Hampton  was  seek- 
ing to  get. 

Mr.  Ben'h.ey.  Mr.  Thackery  was  permitted  to  sell  the  allotment  of 
a  pei-son  who  never  existed.  He  never  had  a  title  to  it.  Hampton  has 
not  a  title  to  it.  That  is  a  piece  of  jumbling  or  monkey  business  that 
I  would  not  stand  for  and  which  would  not  stand  in  any  court. 


APFAIBS  OF  THE  MEXIOAK   KIOKAFOO  IKDIAJfTS.  1285 

Mr.  Embry.  Later  on  this  allotment  that  Hampton  was  to  have  by 
paying  you  $500  was  sold  by  the  heir  of  Ah-ne-sho-peah  for  $1,800. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do.not  know  what  it  sold  for.  Ii  it  sold  for  $1,800, 
it  was  worth  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  other  of  the  double  allotments  was  given  to 
Pequa  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  understanding. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  one  of  the  reasons  you  refer  to  the  fact  of 
breaking  Thackery's  neck— that  $500? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  no  part  of  that  $500  was  mine.  I  had  no 
persQpal  grievance  over  that.  I  thought  it  was  unjust  that  all  of  the 
Indians  should  not  have  any  benefit  out  of  that  land  rather  than  one 
individual  should  get  it  who  had  no  right  to  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  other  Indians  never  received  any  allotment,  and 
Pequa  was  a  worthy  Indian. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Pequa  was  all  right,  but  Quen-nep-po-thot,  who  was 
allowed  to  sell  the  allotment,  was  never  the  hud3and  of  any  such 
woman.  More  than  that,  there  was  no  such  woman.  He  was  permit- 
ted to  sell  the  land  of  this  dead  lady  who  had  been  dead  some  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  controverted. 

Mr.  Bentldy.  Yes,  sir;  they  would  sit  down  at  the  agency  and 
write  an  affidavit  arid  induce  an  Indian  to  sign  it,  and  it  was  by  such 
process,  I  think,  the  facts  were  controverted  and  not  by  any  fair 
means. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  person  was  allotted  on  this  piece  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  was  no  other  person. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  sajr  Nah-ne-sho-pe  never  had  any  heir.  ^ 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  any  Kickapoo  Indian  will  tell  j^ou  that. 
They  will  tell  you  there  was  no  name  in  the  Kickapoo  tribe  such  as 
that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  not  make  some  effort  or  show  some  effort  to 
substantiate  that  in  court? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Thackery  took  the  matter  into  court,  and  I  did 
not  think  there  was  any  such  person.  I  can  verify  my  statement  by 
every  Kickapoo  in  the  tribe— that  there  was  no  such  name  in  the  trite 
as  that  of  Ah-ne-sho-peah. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  not  you  and  Howe  and  Everest,  as  attorneys,  look 
into  this  matter  and  do  what  you  could  to  secure  for  Hampton  this 
allotment?     Did  you  neglect  any  rights  he  had? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  did  all  I  could  to  help  him  get  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  there  was  any  defect  in  this  lieirship  business,  why 
did  vou  not  apply  to  a  court  to  rectify  it? 

JVfr.  Bentley.  It  appeared  on  the  face  of  it,  so  far  as  the  probate 

froceedings  were  concerned.  It  was  during  my  absence  in  Mexico, 
f  I  had  been  there,  I  would  have  opposed  it.  It  was  claimed  by 
somebody  the  land  did  not  belong  to. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  at  Shawnee,  I  think  it  was,  I  asked  Mr.  Rodkey 
about  the  part  Charles  H.  Dickson 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Just  a  moment,  please;  this  man  Quen-nep-po-thot  to 
whom  Mr.  Thackery  had  kindly  heired  a  piece  of  land  that  did  not 
belong  to  him,  I  think  the  record  shows,  has  sold  the  land  of  five  dif- 
ferent women,  having  been  his  wives  at  some  time.  The  testimony 
will  show  that  his  first  wife,  whom  he  took  thirty  years  ago,  he  has 
had  continually  all  the  time  and  as  her  husband  has'up  to  the  present 
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time  been  going  outside  and  getting  other  women,  and  when  they  died 
claiming  them  as  his  wives.  I  will  say  this  about  Quen-nep-po-thot, 
that  he  will  swear  to  anything  Mr.  Thackery  puts  to  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Thackery  is  not  responsible  for  the  number  of 
times  an  Indian  marries,  or  his  relationship,  or  the  person  who  is  his 
heir. 

Mr.  Bentlet.  I  think  Mr.  Thackery  knows  he  has  the  first  wife 
yet  he  ever  took;  that  he  has  been  living  with  her  continually  for 
thirty  years,  and  she  permits  him  to  heir  the  land  to  get  the  benefit 
of  it,     I  think  Mr.  Thackery  knows  thaK 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  this  proof  that  Mr.  Thaeckeiy 
take3  comes  up  to  the  Department  and  is  considered  in  the  regular 
way? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  they  are  not  determined  to  be  heirs  until  the  De- 
partment consults  that  proof  and  determines  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  When  an  Indian  comes  in  Mr.  Thackery  gets  him 
to  touch  the  pen  and  that  is  very  unreliable. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  wish  to  state  in  any  particular  as  to  where  Mr. 
Thackery  has  turned  in  any  papers  of  false  heirships? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  is  not  a  line  in  the  record  that  he  has  not 
turned  in  but  what  is  false. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  want  to  state  any  particulars  where  he  has 
twmed  in  any  false  afiidavit? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  say  in  this  instance  that  Mr.  Thackery  had 
full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  every  word  is 
contrary  to  the  facts. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  your  opinion.  Do  you  know  anything  about 
the  facts? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  know  Quen-nep-po-thot's  wife.  I  believe  1  have 
more  knowledge  of  the  Kickapoos  and  their  relationship  than  any- 
body else. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  As  to  the  report  of  Charles  H.  Dickson,  supervisor, 
dated  Anadarko,  May  30,  1905 

The  Chairman.  That  is  already  in  the  record. 

Mr.  PjMbry.  No,  I  do  not  believe  this  is.  I  think  it  is  a  former  re- 
port of  Dickson's  that  is  in  the  record. 

The  Chairman.  I  did  not  know  there  were  two. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  now  offer  that  report  in  evidence. 

Senator  La  Folleite.  Are  you  offering  that  for  any  purpose  or 
with  respect  to  any  part  of  the  record  to  which  the  witness  s  attention 
has  been  called  ?  If  you  are  I  think  you  ought  to  call  his  attention  to  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  furnished  him  the  record. 

Senator  La  Follette.  Well,  he  looked  it  over  hastily.  He  did  not 
stop  to  read  the  whole  of  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Let  him  submit  it  and,  in  the  meantime,  let  Mr. 
Bentley  look  it  over,  and  if  he  wants  to  make  any  explanation  permit 
him  to  make  it. 

The  Chairman.  Do  not  put  in  anything  that  has  no  reference  to 
this  investigation. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  can  of  course  examine  it  and  determine  whether 
anything  in  it  is  or  is  not  correct  or  proper.  If  you  think  it  is  proper, 
you  can  put  it  in,  even  if  I  do  not.  We  do  not  want  to  put  in  a  lot  of 
stuff  here  and  encumber  the  record  so  that  no  one  will  ever  read  it. 
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Senator  La  Follette.  It  seems  to  me  like  a  voluminous  record  now. 

The  Chairman.  Look  over  it,  and  anything  you  wish  to  call  his 
attention  to,  do  so  specifically,  and  then  you  can  ask  to  have  it  put  in 
the  record. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  want  to  say  it  has  no  relation  whatever  to  the  gen- 
eral subject  under  consideration,  but  I  am  perfectly  willing  it  shall  be 
put  in  the  appendix  of  this  record.    I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  Chairman.  This  first  letter  here — ^you  asked  specifically  for 
one  letter  here,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Eaibry.  I  called  his  attention  to  one  of  them. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  the  first  one  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  I  called  his  attention  specifically  to  that.  I  will  call  his 
attention  to  the  record  particularly,  and  any  explanation  he  has  to 
make  he  can  make.  Mr.  Bentley,  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
application  of  Leonard  A.  Hampton  to  contest  this  law  sworn  to  July 
3,  1901,  shown  on  the  .page  of  the  record.  Can  you  state  anything 
in  regard  to  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  have  to  examine  the  record  first. 

The  Chair^ian.  I  will  suggest,  if  you  can,  that  you  take  up  some- 
thing else  and  let  him  go  back  to  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  thought  it  was  best  to  let  him  examine  the  record 
and  make  any  explanations  desired.  There  is  an  outline.  I  ask  you 
all  those  •questions  [handing  witness  a  paper]. 

Senator  Curtis.  Let  him  take  them  and  put  them  in  his  pocket,  so 
that  he  can  read  them  over  and  take  time  to  answer  them. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  want  him  to  answer  them  now  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  lie  can  do  that  some  time  this  afternoon. 

I  refer  to  the  report  of  Charles  H.  Dickson,  and  Mr.  Rodkey,  at 
Shawnee,  was  a^ked  this  question  to  explain  what  he  knew  of  this 
part  of  Dickson's  report.  I  will  read  it  now,  and  you  can  make  any 
explanation  you  desire: 

With  reference  to  this  contest,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  Mr.  William  Davis,  of 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  the  father  of  Miss  Claude  Davis,  contestant,  came  to  me 
at  Shawnee  Aprency,  Okla.,  and  made  a  verbal  statement,  in  substance  as  follovsrs : 

He  said  that  while  Martin  J.  Bentley  was  yet  agent  for  the  Shawnees  he 
(Bentley)  came  to  him  and  informed  him  that  he  could  obtain  the  cancellation 
of  allotment  No.  25  (Wa-pa-na-kes-ka-ka's),  and  advise<l  him  to  go  and  see  a 
certain  attorney  (Perry  Rodkey)  in  Shawnee  and  make  the  nec^essary  arrange- 
ments (for  payment  thereof). 

This  arrangement  was  that  he  was  to  deposit  $1,000  in  the  Oklahoma  Na- 
tional Bank  to  be  paid  out  when  he,  Davis,  should  obtain  a  filing  on  this  land  by 
the  cancellation  of  the  said  allotment.  In  accordance  with  this  arrangement, 
and  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  cancellation  of  allotment  No.  25  by  the  said 
Bentley,  and  through  his  efforts,  he,  Davis,  did  deposit  the  said  amoimt  in  the 
said  bank,  which  amount  was  to  be  paid  to  the  nominee  of  the  said  Bentley, 
when  he  should  be  able  to  obtain  a  filing  on  said  land,  and  when  the  said  allot- 
ment should  be  canceled.  When  I  questioned  Mr.  Davis  as  to  whether  the  said 
deposit  was  made  in  favor  of  Bentley,  he  replied,  *'  Oh  !  no,"  but  Mr.  Rodkey  was 
only  a  go-between ;  that  Bentley  being  agent  It  would  not  do  to  have  his  name 
appear.  He  further  stated  that  he  believed  Bentley  to  be  a  rascal  and  that  no 
reputable  person  would  trust  him.  A  part  of  the  foregoing  conversation  took 
place  in  the  presence  of  Superintendent  Thackery. 

Now,  what  have  you  to  say  to  that? 
Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  no  recollection  of  that  at  all. 
Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  demand  $1,000  from  this  man? 
Mr.  Bentley.  I  never  did. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  anjrthing  to  do  with  the  cancella- 
tion of  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Nothing  in  the  world  except  some  years  before, 
while  acting  as  special  agent  of  the  Government,  I  was  detailed  to 
find  the  mother  oi  this  boy,  and  the  boy  and  I  made  a  very  extensive 
tour  into  Mexico  and  Texas  and  finally  found  their  graves  in  Texas 
and  found  they  were  dead  before  they  were  allotted.  That  is  all  I 
had  to  do  with  it.  Numerous  persons  came  to  the  Indian  office  and 
asked  if  this  was  a  crooked  allotment  and  consulted  the  record,  as 
they  had  a  right  to  do,  from  time  to  time.  As  to  my  making  any  ar- 
rangements with  Davis,  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  any 
conversation  with  Davis  in  any  way  in  reference  to  this  until  long 
after  I  was  out  of  the  service. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  you  were  out  of  the  service  did  you  ask  him 
to  put  up  $1,000? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  any  other  sum  of  money? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  \\Tiat  did  you  say? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  After  I  went  out  of  the  service  Mr.  Thadtery  put 
this  land  up  and  advertised  it  for  sale,  and  as  attorney  for  Davis, 
or  rather  Claude  Davis  I  believe  it  was,  some  contestant  for  the 
landp  I  went  to  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and  took  the  deposition  of  the 
Mexican  husband  of  the  mother  of  this  allottee's  father,  which  I  did 
as  attorney  and  for  which  I  was  paid. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  were  you  paid? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  Davis  paid  me  $50  for  ^oing  down  there, 
Claude  Davis  rather.  In  mv  previous  investigation  for  the  Gov- 
ernment I  had  located  and  knew  where  these  witnesses  lived,  and 
was  in  a  position  to  readily  get  their  testimony,  and  Davis  gave 
me  $50. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  agreement  with  him  as  to  a 
contingent  fee? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir.  My  understanding  was  that  some  of  his 
family  were  contesting  the  land.  The  only  fee  he  gave  me  was  to 
go  down  and  take  this  te^stimony. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  after  your  term  as  agent  had  expired? 

Mr.  Bentley.  "Long  after,  yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Then  you  deny  the  statement  he  makes  about  the 
thousand  dollars? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  He  does  not  say  he  made  that  with  you,  does  he, 
Mr.  Embry? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes ;  he  said  with  Bentley,  but  to  be  paid  to  Rodkey. 

Mr.  Bentley.  If  any  such  contract  was  ever  made 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Eodkey  denied  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir;  he  said  he  had  no  knowledge  of  any  such 
arrangement. 

Mr.  Bentley.  If  such  a  contract  had  been  made,  is  it  not  available! 

Mr.  Embry.  I  do  not  know.  I  have  been  trying  to  get  a  verifica- 
tion of  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  be  glad  to  know  if  Mr.  Eodkey  made  such 
a  contract    He  never  advised  me. 
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Senator  La  Follette.  Has  the  testimony  of  Rodkey  been  taken? 

The  Chair^fan.  Yes;  but  he  had  no  knowledge  of  any  such 
arrangement. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Was  an  arrangement  made  with  the  Oklahoma  Na- 
tional Bank  about  that  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir.  As  to  Mr.  Dickson,  I  want  to  say  that  his 
testimony,  already  in  the  record,  is  shown  to  be  so  wholly  malicious 
and  unreliable  that  I  did  not  think  that  anything  he  might  say  that 
anybody  told  him  would  be  worthy  of  the  slightest  consideration.  I 
can  show  in  this  record  dozens  and  dozens  of  times  where  he  has 
willfully  falsified  to  the  Department. 

Mr.  I5mbry.  I  offer  this  record  in  evidence  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Bentijey.  Mr.  Dickson,  as  portraying  the  character  of  the 
man,  he  induced  an  Indian  boy  and  took  him  from  the  train  and  took 
him  to  his  hotel  and  prepared  a  letter  to  my  wife  on  the  typewriter, 
telling  her  I  had  an  Indian  wife  in  Mexico.  Dickson  put  in  an  envel- 
ope, stamix?d  it,  and  deposited  it  in  the  post-office  at  Muzquiz,  Mexico. 
That  is  the  character  of  this  man  Dickson.  There  is  a  suit  for  libel 
pending  against  him  and  Thackery  by  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  exhibits  you  gave  me  relate  to  moneys  received 
and  returned  to  the  Indians?  * 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  vou  an  additional  account  as  to  moneys  w^hich 
you  may  have  expended  for  them? 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Or  charges  against  them  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  made  your  statement  as  to  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  not  in  detail.  I  have  it  in  general.  I  have 
not  each  item,  each  exact  item,  with  me,  but  I  have  the  general  foot- 
ings. I  have,  for  instance,  the  $13,000  paid  to  the  Indians.  I  think 
each  Indian's  account  is  in  a  separate  envelope  of  that  particular 
fund. 

Mr.  Embry.  Which  fund  is  that— the  $13,000  paid  to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  the  amount  of  money  advanced  by  me  to 
these  Indians  from  whom  I  have  taken  deeds. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  deed  money  vou  have  paid  on  these  trust 
deeds? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  deeds  did  that  include? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would*  be  unable  to  say.  The  payments  ran  from 
$100,  perhaps,  to  $1,300  or  $1,400. 

Mr.  Embry.  Will  you  examine,  so  as  to  be  able  to  state,  when  you 
rasume  your  examination  after  recess,  in  what  case  or  cases  you 
paid  more  than  $100? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  I  can  do  so.  I  have  some  before  me  for 
which  were  paid  $515  each. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  $13,000  for  deeds.  What  other  moneys  have  you 
paid  for  the  Indians  or  charged  against  them?  Give  us  an  outline 
of  what  it  is,  and  then  you  can  find  it  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  Bentley  (after  searching  among  papers).  I  thought  I  had 
.  it  here,  but  I  do  not  find  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Let  me-ask  you  some  questions  about  this  account. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  I  wish  to  say  before  this  matter  is  passed  or  over- 
looked, that  the  Thackerv  Exhibit  No.  108,  showiu<r  the  account  of 
108  Indians,  the  amount  paid  them  at  Shawnee,  throu<rh  the  ajienry. 
and  at  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  through  the  Border  National  Bank,  show^^ 
by  the  agent's  record  that  $146,810.12  was  so  disbursed.    That  of  the 
108  Indians  only  a  very  small  number  ever  gave  me  any  of  their 
money;  that  the  scbeihile  I  submit  with  Thackery  Exhibit  Xo.  1G>.  a< 
an  appendix  to  that  exhibit,  contains  four  columns  of  figures.     Tak- 
ing the  exhibit  from  page  1  to  the  last  page,  it  gives  the  niiiul)t^r 
of  the  allottee,  so  as  to  identify  him  with  the  allotment  roll-     The 
first  column  gives  the  total  paid  to  him  by  the  agent  at  Kagle  P^#^^ 
or  Shawnee;  the  second  column  shows  the  amount  paid  to  me:  tiie 
third  column,  the  amount  returned  by  me,  and  the  fourth  column 
the  amount  contributed  by  the  Indian  to  what  we  call   a  general 
fund.    The  totals  of  the  general  item  of  money  paid,  as  shown  by  this 
schedule,    including    money    paid    to    guardians    at    Shawnee*    are 
$175,951.0:2.    The  total  amount  of  money  of  those  funds  receive<l  by 
me  from  the  Indians  so  paid  is  $31,400.     The  amount  returned  by 
me,  or  repaid  to  said  Indians,  is  $27,391.40.     The  amount  contrib- 
uted from  the  Thackei-v  Exliil)it  No.  108  account  to  the  general  fund 
is  sliown  to  be  $4,059.01. 

At  this  point  the  coimnittee  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

AFTER    RECESS. 

The  committee  reassembled  at  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
Martin  J.  Bentley  recalled  for  further  examination. 
Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  present  the  abstract  of  general 
account,  as  follows: 

Kickapoo  land  fund. 

Received  of  W.  W.  Ives,  sale  Okema  land $15.000.«k'> 

Received  of  W.  W.  Ives,  sale  Johnny  Mine 1,250.(10 

Received  of  W.  W.  Ives,  sale  Noten 2,»W.O0 

Received  of  Border  National   Bank 0,00^1  On 

Received  of  mortgages  on  land S,  fHX)JX> 

Received  of  various  Indians,  jreneral  fund 4,  (ViH.  fil 

Paid  to  42  Indians  on  deeds 13,0iX).0t) 

Paid  to  San   Francisco  ranch ^ 10, 75<».00 

Paid  to  attorney  fee  and  expenses  on  title 200.  CN» 

Paid  to  improvements    40().(X) 

Paid  to  taxes    550.00 

Paid  to  farmer  and  expenses 340.00 

Paid  to  seed  and  implements 12ri.  00 

Paid  to  survey,    etc nO.OO 

Paid    to   inspection   of  lands  in   Durango,   Cohuila,   Sinaloa,   Che- 

chusha,    etc 2. 375.00 

Paid  to  Clark's  expenses  to  and  from  Mexico,  cash  paid  him,  includ- 
ing Big  Bend  expetlition 400. 0(^ 

Paid  to  attorney  fees  in  defense  criminal  suits  against  self  and  In- 
dians     w 2,  l.^v.OO 

Paid  to  getting  Indians  to  and  from  court 500.00 

Paid  to  personal  expenses  of  same 2.400.00 

Paid  to  expenses  5  trips  of  delegation  to  Mexico 2,100.00 

Paid  to  expenses  6  trips  of  delegation  to  Washington 3.200.00 

Paid  to  rents     450.00 

Paid  to  fines 150.00 
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Paid    to  pasture $400.00 

Paid  to  moving   to    Sonora 2.800.00 

Paid  to  Indians  during  Grimes  raid 1,5(X).00 

Paid  to  expenses    same 500.00 

Paid  to  clerk     400.00 

Paid  to  notary    100.00 

Paid  to  interest    1,385.00 

45,260.00 
37,  209. 91 

8,060.09 

Mr.  Embry.  You  made  some  statement  yesterday  about  an  invest- 
ment in  the  Indian  Territory.  Was  that  while  you  and  Clark  were 
partners  ? 

Mr.  BEKTLEr.  It  was  while  Clark  and  I  were  in  the  immigration 
office,  connected  with  the  same  immigration  office ;  yes,  sir. 

]V^r.  EyBRY.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  investment  ? 

MjMSentley.  The  investment  I  made  over  there  was  the  purchase 
of  half  a  section  of  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  With  what  funds  did  you  purchase  the  half  section 
of  land? 

Mr.  Bextley.  My  recollection  is  that  that  land  was  bought  with 
funds  principally  that  I  had  borrowed  from  Mary  Panetho  and 
Wah-che-kah. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  did  you  buy  that  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  was  sometime  in  August,  1904 — July  or 
August, 

Mr.  Embry.  You  borrowed  $7,000  from  Mary  Panetho,  did  you 
not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  now  owe  her  $1,990  of  that  original 
$7,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  gave  a  note  for  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentljsy.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  payable  in  six  months  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  hot  recall  the  time  it  was  payable,  but  she  was 
induced  to  sue  me  on  that  note,  and  I  saw  the  note  in  the  record.  I 
gave  other  notes  in  lieu  of  that  and  paid  them  as  they  matured. 

Mr.  Embry.  She  sued  you  after  the  maturity  of  the  note  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  had  matured  or  not.  I 
know  she  did  not  want  her  money.     She  dismissed  the  suit. 

Mr.  Embry.  She  dismissed  the  suit  i 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  In  fact,  she  really  did  not  know  what  she 
had  done  until  I  explained  to  her  thiwt  she  had  sued  me.  She  seemed 
very  much  surprised  and  wanted  to  know  whether  she  could  get  out 
of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  her  attorney  that  brought  that  suit  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  J.  H.  Wood. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  is  a  reputable  attorney  in  Shawnee,  is  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  think  he  would  bring  a  suit  for  a  client  who 
did  not  know  what  she  was  doing? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  This  woman  is  uneducated.  She  does  not  speak  any 
English.  I  think  the  suit  was  brought  on  the  part  of  her  husband, 
who  was  trying  to  get  the  money  to  squander  it. 
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Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you 'know  the  note  had  matured 
when  suit  was  broug^ht  i 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  recollect  about  the  date  of  that  note.  My 
recollection  is  that  she  did  not  want  her  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  do  you  think  that  Mr.  Thackery  encouraged  that 
suit  unduly? 

Mr.  Bentley.  She  said  Mr.  Thackery  wanted  her  to  go  up  and  fix 
up  some  papers.  She  did  rot  know  what  they  were,  but  she  signed 
them.    He  took  her  there  to  Mr.  Wood's  office. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  deem  there  was  any  impropriety  in  the  In- 
dian agent  looking  generally  to  the  welfare  of  those  Indians  to 
recover  suit  whore  the  note  had  passed  due? 

•  Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  was  improper  on  the  part  of  the  agent 
where  a  woman  who  could  not  speak  English,  who  was  marriea  to 
a  worthless  Indian  who  could  speak  English,  to  put  the  money  in  his 
hands  so  that  he  could  squander  it.    It  is  the  height  of  impropriety. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  go  on  the  assumption  that  she  herseli  did  not 
want  the  money? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.    She  told  me  she  did  not  want  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  consult  with  Judge  Wood  at  the  tirae  he 
-dismissed  the  case? 
.    Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  talk  with  him  about  why  the  suit  had 
been  dismissed? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir.    The  suit  was  dismissed. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  do  you  owe  her  now  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety  dollars,  for 
which  she  is  secured  by  four  notes  of  mine,  and  $10  is  indorsed  on 
one  of  them.  The  next  note  is  due  January  1,  1908,  $500,  or  rather 
$490  is  due  on  that  note.  These  notes  are  for  $500,  maturing  eadi  ax 
months. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  bought  that  land  in  the  Indian  Territory.  You 
own  that,  or  your  wife  does? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  \Miat  is  it  worth  now? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  About  $8,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  you  pay  for  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Five  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  all  the  money  you  put  in  it  the  money  you  bor- 
rowed from  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  not  be  certain  about  that.  I  think  some 
of  the  money  I  borrowed  from  them.  I  will  not  be  certain  as  to  that. 
I  had  accounts  in  several  banks  at  that  time.  My  recollection  is  I 
paid  part  of  it  through  the  Canadian  Valley  Trust  Company. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  never  given  the  Indians  any  benefit  of  that, 
have  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  trouble  with  the  Indians  has  been  to  pay  them 
back  their  money.  I  have  paid  them  back  a  considerable  part  of 
their  money.  The  land  has  not  been  sold.  The  time  has  not  yet  come 
for  a  division  of  profits,  if  there  shall  be  any. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  and  Clark  had  some  controversy  about  that  same 
investment,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  and  he  regarded  it  as  your  own  private  invest- 
ment for  your  own  benefit,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  regard  it  exactly  in  that  lig:ht.  I 
borrowed  the  money  from  the  Indians  and  put  up  what  I  considered 
more  than  security  Jor  the  money,  just  as  I  would  Dorrow  money  from 
a  white  man  and  put  it  in  an  investment  when  I  thought  my  judg- 
ment was  good.    Mr.  Clark  has  no  money  invested  in  this  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  the  correspondence,  when  you  and  Clark  had  some 

difficulty,  did  you  not  offer,  if  Clark  would  put  up  $2,500 

Mr.  Sentley.  I  stated  to  Mr.  Clark  repeatedly  that  I  owed  this 
Indian  woman  part  of  the  money  invested  there.  The  notes  were 
maturing  along,  and  if  he  would  put  up  half  the  money  he  could  have 
one-half  interest  in  it.  But  he,  so  far,  has  not  put  up  any  of  the 
money.  I  would  be  very  glad  to  do  that  with  him  if  he  puts  up  half 
the  money,  so  that  I  mi^t  pay  those  who  I  owe.  I  am  under  no 
obligation  to  him  now. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  George  Graham  is  the  trader  down  there? 
Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Graham  ? 
Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  I  have  known  George  for  five*  or  six  years. 
Mr.  Embry.  As  I  understand,  his  store  down  there  is  on  his  own 
premises? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  the  agent  could  not  control  it  if  he  desired 
to? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  the  agent  could  control  it  to  a  A'^ery  consider- 
able extent  if  he  desired  to. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  could  the  agent  control  it  if  he  so  desired? 
Mr.  Bentley.  The  same  way  I  did  when  I  was  agent.    They  did 
not  have  any  store  at  my  agency. 
Mr.  Embry.  How  did  you  control  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Because  I  would  not  let  an  agent  have  a  store  there. 
Mr.  Embry.  How  could  you  prevent  a  man  having  a  store  on  his 
own  premises? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  could  not  prevent  a  man  having  a  store  on  his  own 
premises,  but,  as  agent,  I  could  so  conduct  the  agency  that  he  could 
not  maintain  a  store  by  Indian  trade. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  aided  Mr.  Graham  in  the  collection  of  debts  due 
him,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  aided  him  in  the  collection  of  debts  from  the  In- 
dians who  had  gone  to  Mexico. 
Mr.  Embry.  Much-e-nene  had  not  gone  to  Mexico,  had  he? 
Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  I  aided  him  there  because  he  was  a  mean, 
disreputable  Indian,  who  would  not  pay  his  debts.  Mr.  Graham 
asked  me  to  use  my  influence  with  him  to  pay  the  account  of  some 
$1,200. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  paid  you  a  commission  for  inducing  the  Indian  to 
pav  his  accounts,  did  he  not  ? 
Mr.  Bentley.  Not  exactly  to  me ;  he  paid  the  office  there. 
Mr.  Embry.  What  office. 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  was  it  was  the  Maxey  real  estate 
office. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  interested  in  a  commission  of  the  money  he 
received  from  these  Indians? 
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Mr.  Bextley.  I  think  one-third  of  the  amount  came  to  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  given  to  you  because  you  had  an  influern^ 
over  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  in  a  general  way.  The  traders  supposed  it  M-as 
a  special  case.  They  came  over  there  and  asked  me  if  I  would  not 
advise  Much-e-nene  to  pay  them.  He  had  gotten  groceries  there  to 
live  on,  and  Mr.  Graham  thought  he  did  not  intend  to  pay  his  account, 
and  I  advised  him  that  if  he  wanted  to  preserve  his  credit  and  word, 
to  pay  it.  ^ 

Mr.  Embry.  You  advised  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indians  to  pay,  did  vou 
not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  no  recollection  of  collecting  anything  from 
them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  this  agency — ^the  Shawnee 
Agency — is  in  sight  of  both  towns  of  Tecumseh  and  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Bentlby.  Yes,  sir;  between  the  two  tow^ns. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  merchants  of  Tecumseh  or  Shawnee  could 
trade  with  those  Indians  as  well  as  (iraham  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  is  the  difference? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Because  they  could  not  collect  their  accounts. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhy? 

Mr.BENTLEY.  Because  it  is  too  far  away,  and  though  the  agent  is 
there,  Mr.  Graham  knows  when  the  money  is  paid  to  the  Indians. 
The  clerk  keeps  him  advised  when  it  will  be  paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  clerk  keeps  him  advised  when  it  will  be  paid? 

Mr.  Bentley.  All  of  them,  and  I  can  always  find  out  through  Mr. 
Graham  w^hen  the  Indians  are  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  heard  Mr.  Graham's  testimony? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  he  went  down  the  public  highway,  and  did  not 
go  inside  the  inclosure  when  he  made  collections? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  he  did  not  mention  that  he  did 
not  go  in.     I  have  seen  him  in  there  frequently. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  seen  him  in  there  making  collections? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  seen  him  going  in  there  when  the  Indians 
were  paid.  I  have  not  been  permitted  to  go  into  the  agency  myself. 
I  have  not  felt  like  going  in  there.  I  have  seen  the  time  when  I 
was  there  I  had  to  send  w^ord  up  to  some  Indian  to  come  out. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  seen  Mr.  Graham  in  there  at  the  time  the 
Indians  were  paid? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  seen  him  in  there  at  the  time  the 
Indians  were  paid.  I  have  been  over  to  the  storfe  there,  and  the  boy 
at  the  store  told  me  Mr.  Graham  was  over  at  the  agency  collecting. 

Mr.  Embry.  AMien  was  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Several  times  that  has  occurred.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  just  give  you  the  dates  exactly,  but  they  were  probably  a 
few  months. 

Mr.  Embry.  Could  not  any  other  agent  from  the  store  have  gone 
down  there  and  have  made  the  collections? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  anybody  could  go  down  there  and  wait 
outside;  the  clerks  or  anybody  else  w^ould  not  be  permitted  to  come 
inside,  I  think. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  about  that.     You  are  accusing  Mr. ' 
Thackery  of  aiding  that  agent  when  you  do  not  know  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  feel  that  I  do  know  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  a  prejudiced  opinion.  That  is  what  you 
base  it  on  f 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  base  my  opinion  on  the  fact  that  if  the 
agent  and  his  force  were  not  friendly  with  the  trader  the  trader  could 
not  maintain  his  business  there;  and  I  think  that  Anew  would  be 
taken  by  anybody  else  who  knew  the  conditions  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  George  Graham  understands  the 
Indian  better  than  the  other  traders,  and  knows  how  to  manage  that 
matter? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  he  has  a  better  knowledge 
of  them  than  most  of  the  merchants  in  that  country. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  he  has  managed  that  by  paying  commissions 
to  fellows  like  yourself  who  have  influence  over  those  Indians  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  probably  there  would  never  have  been  paid 
any  commission  there.  That  came  about  in  a  peculiar  way.  J.  H. 
Maxey,  president  of  the  First  National  Bank,  made  this  arrangement 
about  commissions,  and  he  was  getting  commissions  from  collections 
from  the  Indians'  accounts,  for  which  he  did*  nothing.  He  had  no 
influence  with  the  Indians.  The  Indians  would  come  to  his  office 
hunting  for  me,  and  I  thought  it  was  not  a  fair  business  proposition 
with  him.  He  suggested  to  Mr.  Graham  that  he  would  aid  in  the 
collection  of  part  of  the  accounts.  It  had  never  been  suggested  to 
me  at  that  time.  Later  on  I  suggested  that  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Maxey 
was  doing  nothing  for  the  Indians  he  was  not  entitled  to  anything. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  it  was  your  influence  and  you^hould  have  part  of 
the  commission? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  that  the  Indians  were  leaving  the  country 
and  were  goin^  to  Mexico,  and  it  was  cheaper  for  Mr.  Graham  to  pay 
me  a  commission  for  collecting  the  accounts.  I  w^as  under  a  great 
deal  of  expense  in  going  to  and  coming  from  Mexico,  and  he  offered 
to  pay  15  per  cent  commission  rather  than  go  down  there  himself. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  knew  all  the  time  he  was  selling  goods  to  these 
Indians  at  a  profit  of  from  35  to  40  per  cent  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  These  accounts  I  had  were  made  prior  to  the  per 
cent  arrangement.^  I  always  knew  he  charged  the  Indians  more  than 
he  ought  to,  and  that  he  intended  to  get  half  of  the  Indians'  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  George  Graham  is  the  man  you  referred  to  in  your 
remarks  about  Mr.  Thackery 's  testimony? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  guarantee  this  to  you :  If  you  put 
an  agent  there  who  is  not  friendly  to  Graham  and  does  not  associate 
with  him,  there  would  be  no  store  there.  If  the  agent  leaves  there 
the  store  will  leave.  There  is  no  other  trade  from  which  he  gets  any 
other  business,  except  the  Indian  business,  to  amount  to  anything. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  Lee  Patrick,  do  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  Lee  Patrick  quite  well. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  had  a  conversation  with  him  recently  about 
the  Indian  enterprise  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  was  that  conversation? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  On  my  way  to  Washington ;  Mr.  Patrick  got  on  the 
train,  I  think,  at  Chandler,  Okhi. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  your  return  from  the  investigation  at  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  And  I  had  some  conversation  with  him  in 
a  general  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  man  who  was  agent  at  the  Sac  and  Fox 
Agency  at  the  time  you  had  your  trouble  down  there,  is  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  AATiat  conversation  did  you  have  with  Mr.  Patrick 
in  relation  to  the  Indians  and  Mexican  matters? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  I  explained  to  him  in  a  general  way  what 
the  testimony  of  the  Indians  w^s — as  far  as  I  was  able  to  observe — 
that  my  charges  against  the  people  who  were  robbing  and  holding  up 
the  Indians  were  bsing  substantiated  by  the  testimony. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wliat  inducements  did  you  hold  out,  if  any,  to  Patrick? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  did  not  hold  out  any  inducements.  Patrick  and  I 
sometime  ago,  about  a  year  ago,  were  in  Mexico  together,  and  Mr. 
Patrick's  associates  were  moneyed  men,  and  I  tried  to  induce  them  to 
buy  a  piece  of  country  down  there. 

Mr.  E>rBRY.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  George  Graham  and  Lee  Pat- 
rick went  with  you  to -inspect  some  of  that  Mexican  country  with  i 
view  to  buying  it  for  these  Kickapoo  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  exactly  that.  I  proposed  to  them  that  if  they 
would  furnish  the  money  to  buy  a  piece  of  country,  I  would  deed  them 
some  Kickapoo  land  in  exchange  for  their  money.  The  negotiation 
was  made  purely  because  they  were  men  of  means.  ^ 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  say  anything  to  Mr.  Patrick  the  other  day 
about  finances  or  having  him  finance  a  scheme  to  get  this  land  for  In- 
dians in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think*  I  told  Lee  Patrick  when  this  matter  was 
finally  understood  and  the  conditions  of  those  Indians  were  under- 
stood there  were  some  of  them  who  would  want  to  go  there,  and  if  he 
wanted  to  buy  some  of  their  land  or  interest  himself,  there  might  be 
some  arrangements  made. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  making  arrangements  to  help  those  Shaw- 
nees  to  go  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  free  to  say  that  there  were  twenty-five  or  thirty 
of  those  Shawnees  desiring  to  move  to  Mexico  after  I  left.  I  think 
some  of  them  came  before  this  committee  and  stated  to  the  chairman 
that  they  were  very  eager  to  go  there,  and  solicited  him  to  see  that 
they  are  not  interfered  with.  If  I  can,  I  shall  move  them  to  join  the 
Kickapoos.    They  are  reallv  affiliates  of  the  Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  Lee  Patrick  is  not  a  philanthropist,  do 
you  not;  that  he  invests  his  money  for  profit? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  he  expects  a  return  on  his  money,  as  would 
anybody  else  who  furnished  money  to  buy  land.  He  expects  proper 
compensation  for  the  use  of  his  monev.  I  certainly  did  not  under- 
stand there  was  a  philanthropic  disposition  on  his  part. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  your  letter  to  Joe  Clark,  dated  Eufaula,  Ind.  T.. 
May  14, 1904,  in  which  you  say, ''  Maxey  is  eager  to  settle  and  you  had 
better  see  him  as  soon  as  you  get  in,  as  he  most  likely  will  leave 
soon  " — what  business  relation  had  you  with  Maxey  to  which  you 
refer  in  this  letter? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  at  that  time  Maxev  had  been  furnishing 
money,  or  rather  we  had  been  aiding  him  in  "buying  land  which  was 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  when  the  lands  were  resold  myself 
and  Clark  participated  in  the  profits  to  the  extent  of  25  per  cent 
That,  however,  was  not  through  any  influence  or  anything  else  in 
the  world,  except  we  knew  the  land  and  knew  Avhat  would  be  a 
proper  price  to  be  paid  for  the  land. 

-     Mr.  Embry.  You  and  Clark  had  a  real  estate  firm,  did  you  not? 
You  were  in  a  partnership  styled  "  M.  J.  Bentley  &  Co."  in  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  It  would  hardly  be  considered  a  real  estate  firm. 
The  M.,  K.  &  T.  and  Southern  Pacific  and  Mexican  International 
Companies  for  a  time  paid  the  rent  of  our  office,  a  very  conspicuous 
office  in  Shawnee,  and  our  office  solicited  business  for  the  three  com- 
panies and,  being  an  uptown  office,  placed  their  business  at  a  very 
great  advantage  over  the  other  competitors  for  passenger  and  other 
business. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  transacted  real  estate  business  among  the  others? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir ;  another  man  in  the  office,  Reagan,  I  think, 
or  someone  else,  and  Clark  and  others  carried  on,  more  or  leas,  the 
real  estate  business.  I  never  devoted  any  time  to  it  or  had  any  money 
in  the  real  estate  feature  of  the  business. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  participated  in  the  profits,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Ceiiainly.  The  office  was  furnished  through  me, 
and  it  was  a  very  conspicuous  office  there.  It  was  very  useful  to  these 
men.    They  had  no  office. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  arrangement  with  Maxev  was  that  you  and 
Clark  should  estimate  the  proper  amount  to  W  paid  on  Kickapoo 
lands  offered  for  sale? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  was  put  in  as  Maxey's  bid  at  the  agency? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  if  that  bid  exceeded  the  others,  the  land  would 
be  awarded  to  Maxey? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  would  hold  the  land  until  you  could  make  a  sale 
and  you  would  receive  25  per  cent  of  the  profits? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  my  office  did,  and  I  participated  in  the 
profits. 

Mr.  Embry.  Had  you  had  a  like  arrangement  with  Mr.  Benson? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  that  arrtogement? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  the  sale  of  the  land  that  belonged  to  the 
Kickapoos.  Mr.  Maxey  would  not  buy  any  more  land  if  the  profits 
were  not  more  profitable.  Mr.  Benson  said  he  would  like  to  buy  a 
few  pieces  of  it.  That  was  advertised,  and  we  cooperated  witli  him 
to  the  extent  of  his  putting  up  the  money  to  bid,  and  we  were  re- 
warded the  amount.  I  tliink  my  profits  were  $70  or  $80.  My  profit 
was  less  than  a  hundred  dollars — that  is,  my  part  of  the  profits. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  saw  the  check  introduced  in  the  testimony  of 
Gteorge  Graham.    What  explanation  have  you  to  make  of  that  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Which? 

Mr.  Embry.  The  check  of  Conklin,  Grimm  &  Co. 

Mr.  Bentley.  For  $440? 
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Mr.  Embry.  Yes;  what  was  that  for? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  related  to  the  land  of  Ke-ah-ko-huck.  That 
was  a  very  valuable  allotment  near  Shawnee,  Okla.,  that  had  been 
put  up  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  for  $28,300.  There  was  some 
question  as  to  the  heirship  in  that  case,  and  I  guaranteed  to  HoflFman 
&  Co.  a  fee  of  $500  to  see  that  the  deed  was  signed  by  the  proper 

Earties  in  interest  and  went  to  Mexico  to  get  the  signatures  of  some 
eirs  over  there,  but  by  reason,  however,  of  some  other  service  being 
rendered  in  the  matter  I  only  collected  a  fee  of  $440, 1  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  were  the  others  that  rendered  services  to  which 
you  refer? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Galan  hunted  up  some  of  the  heirs  and  they 
paid  him  for  it  and  deducted  the  fee  from  mine,  and  I  consented 
to  it. 

Mr.  Embry. 'Where  was  this  heir  from  Tvhom  you  secured  the  title 
for  Hoffman  and  these  people? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  were  several  heirs.  Two  of  them  were  in 
Mexico  at  the  time.  One  was  one  of  those  Naciemento  women.  She 
was  the  daughter. of  the  man  I  mentioned  earlier  in  the  testimony. 
Her  father  had  stated  that  he  lived  over  there  thirty  years  befon?. 
I  recollected  it  and  hunted  her  up  and  succeeded  in  getting  her 
$6,300.     Otherwise,  she  would  have  been  left  out. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  receive  fees  from  other  persons  for  securing 
the  signatures  of  these  other  Kickapoos  for  land  sold  at  the  agency? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  can  not  say  anyoody  ever  paid  me  a  fee  for  the 
mere  matter  of  securing  the  signature  of  an  Indian. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  they  pay  you  for? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  may  have  l)een  paid  a  fee  to  see  that  the  proper 
signature  of  an  Indian  was  signed  to  a  deed,  and  in  some  proper 
instance  I  have  hunted  the  Indian  to  see  that  he  did  sign.  There 
were  a  great  number  of  deeds  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with.  I 
was  not  present  when  they  were  sipned  and  had  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  I  have  been  frequently  paid  a  fee  where  people  have  paid 
for  land  as  the  highest  bidders,  where  I  wrote  an  opinion  outlining 
the  heirship,  who  they  were  and  where  they  could  be  found,  but 
usually  small  fees  of  $500.  There  might  have  been  some  half  dozen 
instances  of  that  kind.  Some  real  estate  man  came  in  and  said :  "  I 
will  not  bother  vou  for  nothing;  I  will  pay  you  if  you  write  out 
the  history  of  this  Indian." 

Mr.  Embry.  In  the  same  letter  I  referred  to  I  find  this :  "  The  Okla- 
homa Kickapoos  are  ordered  off  the  reservation  and  Roman  says  they 
are  cami)ed  in  his  pasture.  I  do  not  want  them  to  come  straggling 
back  to  Shawnee,  and  think  it  best  to  rent  a  place  to  put  them  and 
hold  them  there."    AMiat  is  the  situation  you  reierred  to  m  that  letter? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  situation  was  this- 


The  Chairman.  What  was  the  date  of  that  letter? 

Mr.  Embry.  May  14,  1004,  which  is  referred  to. 

Mr.  Bentley.  We  had  l)een  down  to  Mexico  City  to  see  the  Presi- 
dent of  Mexico. 

The  Chairman.  Whom  do  you  mean  by  ''  we?  " 

Mr.  Bentley.  Myself  and  a  delegation  of  Indians,  Wah-pah-che- 
qua  and  myself  and  the  Mexican  interpreter,  a  Xacimiento  Kickapoo, 
and  the  President  expressed  a  decided  willingness  for  the  Indians 
to  remain  in  Mexico,  provided  they  would  buy  land  sufficient  for  their 
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support.  But  he  said  he  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  Okhihonia  In- 
dians living  on  the  land  with  the  old-timers  on  their  Teservation,  but 
he  would  give  us  a  reasonable  time  to  get  out  and  hunt  another  place. 
At  this  time  about  300  Mexicans  had  crowded  the  Mexican  Indians 
out  and  were  occupying  the  land,  and  the  rents  were  going  to  this 
man  Guajardo,  who  is  testified  to  so  often  in  the  record.  Of  course 
I  called  that  to  the  attention  of  the  President,  that  the  reservation  had 
been  occupied  to  the  advantage  of  the  Mexicans  and  not  that  of  the 
Indians,  and  they  were  paying  no  rent  to  the  Indians.  The  President 
moved  sooner  than  I  expected  and  cleaned  out  by  the  soldiers  every- 
one except  the  Nacimiento  Kickapoos.  I  suspected  he  had  groAvn  im- 
patient because  we  had  not  bought  land  and  might  order  us  all  out  of 
the  country.  At  that  time  we  apprehended  we  might  be  able  to  acquire 
some  land,  but  we  did  not  find  any  land  within  our  means.  I  regarded 
the  situation  as  very  grave,  and  concluded  the  only  thing  to  do  was 
to  rent  somewhere  until  we  could  do  l^etter. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  your  antipathy  to  having  these  Indians 
come  back  to  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  knew  this,  that  if  they  came  back  to  Shawnee  they 
would  soon  return  to  Mexico  if  they  ever  got  money  enough,  and  if 
they  did  not  want  to  stay  there  in  Oklahoma  I  did  not  want  them  to 
come  straggling  back  in  that  way.  I  wanted  to  show  them  if  there 
were  any  Indians  in  Mexico  who  wanted  to  come  to  Oklahoma  that  I 
did  not  want  to  discourage  them.  Several  are  living  there  now  near 
Shawnee  that  I  encouraged  to  come  back,  but  they  will  not  stay  there. 
I  think  that  is  a  mistake. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  letter  of  August  22,  1905,  in  which  you  say 
to  Clark,  among  other  things :  "  I  will  come  out  on  the  Central  and 
expect  to  go  across  in  twelve  days.  Dickson  has  made  a  complete 
fizzle  here.  You  will  see  from  the  papers  the  trouble  here  is  over." 
That  referred  to  the  time  Dickson  was  down  in  Mexico  making  an 
investi^tion? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  time  he  had  me  in  prison  down 
there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Dickson  went  there  to  investigate  the  seven  allotments, 
did  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  he  2^ut  you  in  prison? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  charge  did  he  make  against  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  represented  to  the  authorities  that  the  Indians 
were  afraid  of  me  and  would  not  testify  unless  I  was  incarcerated  and 
held  somewhere. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  were  you  held  ? 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  Four  days. 

Mr.  Embry.  During  that  time  did  he  conduct  the  investigation? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  was  not  able  to  get  any  testimony. 

Mr.  Embry.  Whv  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Indians  would  not  talk  to  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Had  you  advised  them  not  to  talk  to  him? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  had  taken  Dickson  in  my  bugg>'  and  taken  him  to 
the  Indians'  camp  and  told  them  to  tell  him  everything  they  knew, 
not  to  conceal  anything,  but  to  answer  any  question  he  might  ask 
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them  truthfully.     That,  perhaps,  was  after  I  was  released.     It  was 
after  I  was  released  from  prison  that  I  did  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  have  you  so  stoutly  opposed  these  Indian  agents 
from  talking  to  the  Indians  in  your  absence? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Because  they  would  write  up  a  lot  of  stuff  that  the 
Indian  did  not  say,  and  so  interfere  with  the  Indians.  Thev  were 
not  honest  in  their  investigation.  I  have  always  been  ready  and 
willing  to  aid  any  Government  inspector  who  was  sincere  in  getting 
at  the  facts.  I  was  going  to  ask  you  if  you  do  not  know  from  what 
you  have  heard  of  the  record  from  the  report  of  Dickson  that  it  was 
false  and  malicious. 

Mr."  Embry.  Has  not  that  been  your  uniform  way  with  all  these 
inspectors  and  persons  appointed  to  go  down  there  and  inquire  of 
the  Indians,  that  you  have  insisted  upon  being  present  yourself  at 
the  time  they  gave  their  testimony? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  either  insisted  upon  being  present  myself, 
or  that  some  person  in  whom  I  had  confidence  should  read  the  state- 
ments made  by  any  such  investigating  officer  of  what  the  Indian  said 
before  the  Indian  signed  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  remember  when  Blakeley,  the  clerk,  went  to 
Muzquiz  to  pay  the  rent  money  in  1905  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  present  at  that  time  were  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  was  present  at  Eagle  Pass  when  he  was  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  not  Blakeley  go  over  to  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  he  did,  but  I  do  not  think  I  was  present  I 
will  not  be  certain  as  to  whether  I  was  or  was  not,  but  I  think  he 
came  and  called  in  a  lot  of  Indians  and  attempted  some  transaction 
with  them.  I  think  thev  refused  to  sign,  but  I  am  not  certain  about 
that. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understand  he  was  there  to  pay  the  lease  money? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  understand  he  was  there  to  pay  the  lease  money 
and  to  get  them  to  sign  new  leases,  some  of  which  I  find  were  very 
unfavorable  to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  Had  you  not  uniformly  encouraged  these  Indians  to 
distrust  the  agent  who  represented  the  Government? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  not  if  I  thought  he  was  smcei^e  and  honest 
in  what  he  came  there  to  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  a  general  way,  had  you  not  cautioned  them  and 
induced  them  to  entertain  a  fear  of  these  inspectors? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  told  the  Indians  always  when  anybody  came 
to  transact  business  with  them,  inasmuch  as  they  could  not  read  or 
write,  unless  somebody  read  it  to  them,  to  take  the  word  of  no 
stranger;  to  call  on  somebody  who  could  read  and  write,  and  if  it  was 
a  proper  j^aper  to  sign  it.  If  it  was  a  proper  paper  nobody  would 
object  to  its  being  read  to  the  Indian. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  there  not  the  same  trouble  when  Outcelt  and 
Thackery  went  down  there  to  make  inquiries  about  these  seven  allot- 
ments ? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  No,  sir;  Outcelt  could  at  any  time  have  gotten  any 
Indian  in  the  camp  to  come  in  there  cheerfully  and  tell  him  anything 
he  knew  that  he  wanted  him  to  know,  and  he  could  have  taken  his 
testimony  in  Muzquiz.    But  Outcelt  insisted  first  and  last  and  wanted 
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to  get  out  to  the  camp  and  go  into  the  village.  He  did  not  want  to 
take  their  testimony  m  Muzquiz.  If  he  did,  he  could  have  done  it, 
because  he  had  been  there  two  months.  You  remember  Outcelt  tes- 
tified they  were  drunk  there  and  ho  could  not  interrogate  them  for 
that  reason,  and  this  record  shows  six  of  the  seven  persons  do  not 
drink.  His  statement  is  false  in  that  regard.  He  wanted  to  wait 
until  this  law  passed. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  heard  the  testimony  of  Mills,  that  there  was  one 
of  these  old  women  who  was  one  of  the  owners  of  the  seven  allotments 
who  cried  about  your  treatment  to  her? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  want  to  state  that  that  old  crazy  negro  said  some- 
thing he  did  not  know  anything  about.  I  did  not  intend  that  any 
Indian  should  be  put  in  that  category.  That  old  woman  who  testified 
has  always  been  a  friend  to  me  and  she  would  not  come  back  to 
Oklahoma  at  all.  She  has  been  treated  fairly.  I  have  paid  her 
several  hundred  dollars.  She  has  no  reason  to  complain.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  Kickapoo  who  professes  more  friendship  for  me  than 
old  Tah-pah-she. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  have  you  paid  her? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  recollect.  JPerhaps  $400  or  $500.  When  I 
took  her  deed  I  paid  her  $100  more  than  I  did  the  others,  because  she 
was  old  and  did  not  have  long  to  live.  She  was  a  good  old  woman. 
I  think  she  probably  may  have  had  more.  I  paid  her  $300  in  Mexican 
money  when  I  took  her  deed  first.  Under  the  act  of  June  21,  1906,  I 
paid  her  $100  in  gold,  and  gave  her  money  often  at  other  times. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  her  allotment  worth? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  perhaps  valued  at  $3,500  or  $4,000.  It  is  a  nice 
piece  of  land  near  Shawnee. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  has  not  been  sold  yet? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  there  are  three  deeds  on  that  piece  of  land. 

The  Chairman.  What  do  you  mean  by  three  deeds  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  first  was  deeded  to  Ives  under  the  act  of  1905, 
then  under  the  act  of  1906,  and  then  Chapman  and  Grimes  forged 
her  name  to  a  third  deed  and  filed  it.  They  thought  if  they  could 
complicate  all  these  titles  and  break  me  I  could  not  offer  any  defense 
for  these  Indians  and  they  would  drive  me  out  of  the  field  and  that 
the  deeds  of  these  fellows  would  stand.  They  boasted,  at  least,  that 
they  were  going  to  succeed  in  breaking  me,  but  they  fell  down. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  not  the  reason  you  did  not  want  Thackery  to  pay 
this  lease  money  at  that  time  because  it  would  relieve  their  necessities 
and  you  could  not  secure  their  deeds  for  the  small  sums  you  were 
going  to  use  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  did  not  have  any  such  thought.  I  would  have  been 
more  than  glad  to  have  any  of  them  paid  if  it  had  been  done  in  a 
proper  way.     The  fact  is,  Thackery  did  not  pay  any  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  talk  with  Thackery  about  it? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  No,  sir;  but  the  Indians  told  riie  he  did  not  offer  to 
pay  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  afterwards  he  was  ordered  from  the  camp  when 
he  first  came  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  still  you  did  not  seek  to  facilitate  the  payment 
of  that  lease  monev? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  only  9  miles  into  town.  The  Indians  were 
willing  to  ffo  there  and  get  it.  They  did  not  want  Thackery  in  the 
camp.  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me,  when  he  came  with  Grimes 
and  Brown  and  these  notorious  rascals  mentioned  in  the  record,  that 
they  wanted  them  all  out.    They  did  not  make  any  distinction. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  did  j^'ou  not  induce  the  Indians  to  go  to  Miiz- 
quiz  and  get  the  lease  money? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  did  not  want  to  go  to  Muzquiz. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  have  any  talk  with  Thackery? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  but  Thackery  wanted  them  to  go  over 
to  Eagle  Pass,  and  he  wanted  some  to  get  them  to  sign.  He  was 
going  to  use  that  payment  as  a  leverage.  He  did  not  come  to  pay 
them  unless  he  could  coax  them  to  make  some  kind  of  a  statement 
against  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  the  Indian  had  to  sign  a  voucher  before  he 
coiUd  pay  that  money. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  there  is  no  testimony  here  that  Thackery  asked 
them  to  sign  anything  else  than  the  regular  voucher. 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  did  not  ask  them  to  sign  anything.  He  asked 
them  to  come  over  to  Eagle  Pass.  The  correspondence  on  that  sub- 
ject might  be  of  some  interest  at  this  time.  I  would  like  to  read  a 
paragraph  from  this  letter,  page  —  of  the  appendix.  It  is  dated 
Washington,  May  8,  190G.  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  In  his 
letter — this  is  about  the  second  paragraph  from  the  middle  of  page 
—  of  the  appendix,  he  says — 

In  this  connection  I  wonid  respectfully  refer  to  your  letter  dated  January  19, 
1906,  directing  that  I  withhold  all  money  due  the  Mexican  Kickaiwo  Indians 
residing  in  Mexico.  It  is  probable  that  we  would  find  the  Kickapoo  in  a  con- 
dition not  conducive  to  our  getting  much  evidence  from  them  unless  this  order 
as  to  paying  them  their  money  might  be  temi>orarily  suspended  and  I  be  author- 
ized to  pay  them  the  lease  money  or  monthly  allowance  of  inherited  Indian-land 
money  now  due  them  from  this  office.  It  might  be  found  advisable  not  to  make 
any  payment,  but  it  would  seem  proi>er  that  I  be  given  some  discretion  In  the 
matter,  so  that  we  could  better  meet  conditions  as  we  find  them  uik)u  our 
arrival  there. 

Now,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  recommends  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior 

The  Chairman.  In  answer  to  that  letter? 

Mr.  BENTI.EY.  In  answer  to  that  letter.  Larrabee  is  Acting  Com- 
missioner, I  quoted  from  page  —  of  the  appendix,  the  paragraph 
referred  to,  and  to  that,  the  second  paragraph  from  the  top,  he  adds 
the  following— Larrabee  to  the  Secretars'^: 

It  Is  further  rec»ommended  that  the  superintendent  of  the  Shawnee  school  be 
authorized  to  make  such  payments  of  lease  money  or  inherited-land  money  to 
Indian  allottees  or  their  heirs  In  Mexico  as  lie  may  think  advisable  from  fnnds 
due  them  and  now  on  deposit  to  his  official  credit  as  individual  Indian  moneys. 

I  would  like  to  say- 


The  Chairman.  Is  this  letter  in  answer  to  the  other  letter? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  like  to  read  the  last  paragraph 
of  that  letter,  on  page  —  of  the  appendix,  signed  by  Larrabee,  Acting 
Commissioner,  to  show  that  Thackery  and  Larrabee  contemplated  my 
arrest  and  incarceration  in  Mexico  at  that  time,  a  month  bfeore  I 
was  arrested: 
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Mr.  Thackery  suggests  that  some  notice  of  the  intended  trip  to  Mexico  and  the 
object  for  which  it  is  to  be  made  be  t?lven  to  the  consular  representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  that  country  and  that  they  be  re<iuested  to  assist. "  When  the 
Office  made  a  preliminary  investigation  of  this  case  the  State  Department  was 
asked  to  aid,  and  through  the  ambassador  to  Mexico  great  help  was  obtained, 
and  a  like  course  would  be  advantageous  in  the  present  instance — 

He  refers  to  the  time  when  Dickson  had  the  assistance  of  the  De-' 
partment,  and  I  was  thrown  in  prison  the  year  before — 

but  as  the  Interior  Department's  employees  are  to  assist  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice, it  Is  presumed  that  the  latter  has^nade  the  necessary  rt^presentations  to  the 
State  Department.  However,  it  may  be  well  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  atten^ 
tlon  of  the  Attorney-General. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  F.  I.ARRAnEE. 

A  cting  Com m  iftsion  cr. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  Acting  Commissioner  seems  to  make  that  sug- 

S'stion  becanse  of  his  former  experience  with  yon  in  Mexico  when 
ickson  was  sent  down  to  make  an  investigation  in  this  same 
matter. 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  T  am  pleaj^d  to  know  you  take  that  view  of  it, 
because  Dickson,  without  any  grounds,  had  me  thrown  into  prison. 
It  is  my  contention  that  Larraliee  sought  to  have  me  put  in  again 
with  or  without  fault. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  through  your  efforts,  or  as  a 
result  of  your  influence  over  these  Indians,  Dickson  was  unable  to 
get  statements  from  them  when  he  went  down  to  investigate  this 
matter? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  a  fact  that  he  would  be  unable  to  get  testi- 
mony from  them,  except  through  my  influence.  There  was  no 
voluntary  statement  except  that  taken  by  process  through  courts, 
until  through  my  influence  he  got  the  statement. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  time  did  you  give  him  your  influence  to 
secure  those  statements;  after  your  arrest  or  before? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  offered  it  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  time  did  you  give  him  that  influence,  before  or 
after  your  arrest  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  want  to  answer  explanatorily  in  order  to  make 
it  clear.  I  offered  to  aid  him,  if  he  wanted  to  get  at  the  facts,  and 
advise  the  Indians  to  tell  the  truth.  But  that  was  not  satisfactory 
to  him.  He  wanted  me  to  be  clear  away  and  no  person  associated 
with  me  to  be  present,  and  as  attorney  for  these  Indians  I  did  not 
propose  to  turn  them  into  Dickson's  hands  entirely  unprotected. 
But  he  reported  to  the  consular  office,  or  rather  the  ambassador's 
office  in  Mexico  City,  that  his  investigation  had  been  thwarted 
through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Bonnet.  Bonnet  had  come  there  and 
demanded  my  release,  and  the  whole  thing  was  a  failure  by  reason 
of  it,  and  I  returned  to  Mexico  from  Texas  and  went  with  him  to 
the  camp. 

In  this  connection  I  would  like  to  read  a  statement  that  was  made 
that  day  at  that  place  by  Wah-pe-che-qua.  That  is  the  Indian  that 
is  referred  to  and  now  half  dead  by  reason  of  Outcelt's  ill  treatment 
of  him.  At  the  council  referred  tO,  when  Mr.  Dickson  and  myself, 
the  interpreter,  Henry  Jones,  and  Alberto  Guajardo  were  present, 
Wah-pe-che-qua  stated  as  follows,  which  was  interpreted  by  Jones. 
I  quote  this  paragraph  to  show  that  Dickson  well  knew  that  those 
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Indians  were  making  an  effort  to  trade  their  land  in  Oklahoma  for 
land  in  Mexico,  and  it  was  not  considered  a  sale  by  them,  and  he 
paid  no  heed  to  the  disposition  of  the  Indians.  Wah-pe-che-qua 
said  as  follows,  page  —  of  Appendix : 

1  do  not  know  why  my  friend,  Mr.  Dickson,  should  have  come  down  here 
and  bothered  us  asking  questions.  We  thought  to  come  here  and  live;  live  the 
old  free  life.  The  Government  (United  States)  gave  us  land  there.  We  think 
that  we  can  do  what  we  like  with  that  which  is  given  us.  It  was  given  us. 
Therefore  we  thought  to  exchange  the  land  over  there  for  land  here;  we  did 
not  like  it  over  there.  We  came  here  and  we  looked  around  to  see  what  land 
would  suit  us,  where  we  could  make  our  homes.  When  we  have  a  horse  we 
do  not  like,  we  look  around  and  find  one  that  we  like,  then  we  try  and  trade 
for  it.  We  come  here.  Wo  have  done  no  harm ;  we  have  not  killed  or  hurt 
anyone;  we  only  want  to  get  some  land  to  live  on  till  we  die.  We  waul  to 
Walk  in  ^>eace  and  friendship  with  all  i)eople  and  do  only  that  which  is  right. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  whether  Dickson's  course  was  wise  or  unwise,  he 
was  unable  to  get  statements  from  these  Indians  until  after  your 
arrest,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  is  unfair  that  the  record  should  show  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  asking  you  the  fact.  You  can  make  any  proper 
explanation  of  it  you  wish. 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  refused  to  accept  any  aid  from  me,  and  without 
any  cause  whatever  had  me  arrested  and  held,  and  then  he  failed  to 
get  any  voluntary  testimony  from  the  Indians,  and  the  only  testi- 
mony he  did  get,  except  through  court  process,  he  took  when  I 
advised  the  Indians  to  sign  and  confer  with  him. 

Mr.  Empry.  Then  it  was  that  proceeding  which  the  Acting  Com- 
missioner was  probably  referring  to,  when  he  said :  "  When  the  office 
made  a  preliminary  investigation  of  this  case,  the  State  Depart- 
ment was  asked  to  aid,  and  through  the  ambassador  to  Mexico  great 
help  was  obtained,  and  a  like  course  would  be  advantageous  in  the 
present  instance."  Is  that  the  proceeding  of  his  in  arre^sting  you  to 
which  you  referred? 

Mr.  Bentij:y.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  seems  that  the  Commissioner  realized  you  would 
persist  in  the  same  course  of  oi^position  made  bv  Thackerv  and 
Outcelt,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentlky.  He  would  not  if  the  former  inspector  had  made  a 
truthful  report,  because  I  had  aided  him  in  getting  all  the  testi- 
mony he  did  get. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  are  familiar  with  Dickson's  report,  referred  to 
here,  are  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  it  was  false  from  beginning  to  end. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  it  was  a  source  of  information  to  the  Acting 
Commissioner,  Larrabee.  It  conveyed  to  him  the  intelligence  that 
you  had  obstructed  Dickson's  investigation,  did  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir:  T  do  not  think  it  did.  •!  think  it  conveyed 
to  him,  through  spite  toward  me,  that  Dickson  had  been  able  to  pun- 
ish me  by  throwing  me  in  prison,  and  I  think  Larrabee  hated  me  so 
he  would  like  it  to  oe  done  again.  That  is  it.  I  think  it  was  purely 
personal. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  letter  of  J.  W. 
Scothom,  United  States  Attorney,  to  Frank  A.  Thackery,  of  the  date 
of  April  20,  1906,  and  I  read  the  second  paragraph  [page  —  of  the 
appendix]  : 
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The  Attorney-General  suggests  that  the  assistant  attorney  should  go  to  Ekigle 
Pass,  T«x.,  and  to  Mexico,  and  among  the  Kickapoo  Indians  Bentley  induced 
to  remove  to  Mexico.  And  inasmuch  as  you  are  personally  acquainted  with 
these  Indians,  and  have  made  a  trip  or  two  to  tlie  locality  where  they  are 
located,  I  thinl«  it  of  the  utmost  imiwrtance  that  you  accompany  Mr.  Outcelt 
on  this  trip  and  assist  him  in  securing  the  statements  of  the  Indians.  You 
should  take  with  you  an  interpreter  upon  whose  honesty  you  can  rely,  to  the 
end  that  every  statement  you  obtain  may  be  relitnl  uiH)n.  It  will  also  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  in  Mexico  some  person  who  can  speak  the  Spanish  language  to 
assist  you. 

That  was  Mr.  Scothom's  request  to  Thackeiy,  to  accompany  Out- 
celt, was  it  not  ? 

Air.  Bentley.  I  so  undei'stood  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Scothorn  was  the  assistant  United  States  attorney  for 
that  district  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understood  then,  and  understood  all  the  time, 
that  Thackery  was  first  requested  by  the  Department  of  Justice, 
through  the  United  States  attorney,  to  enter  into  this  effort  to  make 
this  investigation  down  there,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  understood  that  Thackery  was  responsible  to  some 
extent  for  the  investigation  being  made  at  all.  It  was  on  his  com- 
plaint that  it  was  made. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understand  that  his  letter  to  the  Commissitmer — 
his  letter  bringing  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Commissioner — 
the  idea  that  he  should  accompany  Outcelt  to  Mexico  was  at  the 
solicitation  of  Mr.  Scothorn? 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  very  likely  a  suggestion  from  Thackery  to  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  do  you  say  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Because  Outcelt,  I  think,  saw  an  opportunity  to  go 
down  there  and  prevent  the  Indians  from  doing  what  they  intended 
to  do  and  get  me  in  prison  again.  I  think  he  especially  wanted  to  go 
that  Outcelt  might  bring  out  some  testimony  that  would  be  useful  to 
him  in  the  libel  suit  I  had  pending  against  him.  He  did  want  some- 
thing that  would  aid  in  that  lawsuit.  I  think  he  probably  thought, 
at  (xovemment  expense,  he  could  save  himself  and  Dickson — he  could 
save  himself  in  the  libel  suit,  and  they  probably,  indirectly,  took 
steps  to  go  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  not  been  disposed  at  this  time  to  take  the 
extreme  view  of  what  any  Government  officer  did  in  any  of  your 
affairs? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  never  viewed  him  with  anv  kind  of  favor 
when  he  lied  about  me.  I  have  ^eat  respect  for  those  officials  of 
the  Government  who  have  been  fair  and  honest. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  wish  you  would  examine  this  letter  and  state  if 
it  is  in  your  handwriting  [handing  witness  a  paper]. 

Mr.  Bentley  (after  examining  same).  Yes,  sir;  that  appears  to  be. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  postscript  is  in  your  handwriting,  too? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  T  offer  this  letter  in  evidence. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  it? 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bentley  to  Mr.  Clark. 

The  Chairman.  I  think  that  is  already  in  evidence. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  is  not. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  sure? 
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Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  I  will  venture  to  say  that  half  these  telegrams 
that  you  handed  me  to-day  are  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  sugf^ested  to  Mr.  Thackery  the  same  thing. 

The  Chairman.  If  that  is  not  in  the  record,  it  will  be  introduced. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  read  only  the  last  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Bextley.  I  have  gone  over  Graham's  accounts  at  Shawnee. 
Okla.,  and  had  a  list  of  the  amount  his  books  showed  was  due  the 
Indians,  and  I  thought  the  woman  was  examined  and  that  she  dit 
owe  that  amount,  and  I  thought  it  was  honest  and  right  she  should 
pay  it.  I  think  some  other  Indian  there  told  her  she  ought  not  top:iy 
all  of  it.  I  have  always  tried  to  get  the  Indians  to  pay  their  honest 
debts. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  reason  you  urged  her  to  pay  this  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  ha«l 
that  woman  settle  her  bill  for  part  payment? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  thought  it  would  be  said  they  went  away  from 
there  and  did  not  pay  their  debts.  I  thought  Jlr.  Graham  shouM 
not  extend  any  more  credit:  that  his  books  should  be  squared,  and 
that  would  end  the  credit  business. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  ask  you  to  examine  this.  That  is  the  original 
[handing  witness  a  paper], 

Mr.  Bentley  (after  examining  same).  That  is  my  handwriting. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  letter  is  also  offered.  I^etter  of  Martin  J.  Bent- 
ley to  Joseph  Clark,  dated  June  13, 1905.  I  will  just  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  particulars  I  want  to  ask  you  about.  I  offer  the  letter  in 
evidence  without  reading  it. 

You  state,  "  I  left  at  the  bank  here  a  little  book  showing  the  amount 
they  gave  George  to  aid  in  the  collection."  Then  on  the  next  page. 
"  I  left  with  Bonnet  a  little  book  with  the  Graham  accounts  in  it  as 
a  guide  for  making  collections.'' 

Mr.  Bentley.  \  es,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that.  That  is  the  letter  that  refers  to  the  com- 
missions vou  received  from  Graham,  as  stated  in  your  former  te,sti- 
mony,  is  it  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  You  want  to  put  that  the  other  way — that  refers 
to  collections  from  which  you  received  commissions? 

Mr.  Bentley.  This  letter  seems  to  generally  refer  to  matters  of 
collei-tion. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  collec- 
tions of  Guarra  &  Co.? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  did,  where  I  stood  good  for  the  Indians'  accounts.  ^ 

Senator  Curtis.  To  what  extent  did  you  do  that? 

Mr.  BentIuEY.  The  custom  was  that  the  Indians  were  disposed,  if 
I  gave  them  money  often,  to  not  make  very  good  use  of  it,  and  they 
got  more  for  their  numey  if  I  gave  them  an  order  to  Guerni  & 
Co.  Where  they  received  goods  on  orders  from  me,  of  course  I 
was  ambitious  to  see  that  thev  were  paid.  I  desired  as  much  as  I 
could  to  see  that  they  were  enlarged  reasonably  for  the  stuff.  He 
could  trade  there  to  the  best  advantage  and  get  the  most  for  his 
money.  We  traded  a  great  deal  with  Guerra  &  Co.,  grocers,  in 
the  town  of  Muz(]uiz.  (xuerra,  however,  never  at  any  time  paid  me 
any  commissions,  but,  on  the  contrar}\  the  accounts  of  the  Indians 
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were  not  paid,  and  I  advanced  him  $400  to  cover  them,  by  reason  of 
the  credit  system  there,  a  little  more  than  $400,  which  I  have  never 
received  back. 

SiMiator  CruTis.  You  knew  Mr.  (nilan.  Did  he  have  a  store  down 
there? 

Mr.  Bextley.  At  one  time  he  had  a  little  stock  of  stuff,  some  flour 
and  meat,  some  few  months. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  the  Indians  trade  with  him? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  they  did,  during  the  time  he  had  a  supply, 
but  their  credit  was  too  good  and  the  store  did  not  last.  lie  cred- 
ited the  old,  wild  ones,  and  he  went  out  of  business. 

The  Chairman.  What  do  you  mean  by  ''the  old,  wild  ones?'' 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Xacimiento  Kickapoos.  He  was  extending 
credit  to  them  and  they  failed  to  pay  him. 

Afr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  system  in  vogue  there  was 
based  on  credit  to  your  orders,  and  the  notes  or  accounts  would  be 
sent  over  to  the  Border  National  Bank  quite  frequently  for  pay- 
ment? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  recall  some  instances.  For  instance,  I  recall 
where  they  owed  Galan  there  several  hundred  dollars,  and  Galan 
Avas  needing  American  money.  His  boys  were  in  the  art  school  at 
Oklahoma,  and  I  indorsed  a  note  with  him  at  the  bank  for  $250. 
Tr\mi  note  was  secured  by  Indians'  notes  who  owed  him  at  the  store. 
When  the  Indians  appeared  there  to  get  money  it  was  expected  the 
b  ank  would  collect  those  notes  and  credit  the  amount  to  Galan's  note. 

Mr.  PjMbry  (exhibiting  to  witness  a  paper).  That  is  the  signature 
of  W.  A.  Bonnet,  of  the  bank  down  there  at  Eagle  Pass,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  is;  it  looks  familiar. 

Mr.  Embrey.  Now  you  say  you  signed  a  note  with  Guerra  at  that 
time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  Galan. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  never  signed  a  note  there  with  Guerra? 

Mr.  BEN'rLEY.  No,  sir;  but  I  advanced  Mr.  Guerra  $400  to  apply 
generally,  and  when  those  accounts  were  settled  there  was  that  much 
kept  back,  which  I  had  paid  for  the  Indians,  and  I  am  out  my  $400. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  that  seems  a  very  considerable  amount  of  money 
to  pay  for  those  Indians  down  there.  What  became  of  it?  How 
would  they  use  their  money,  in  a  general  way?  You  need  not  go 
into  the  account  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  want  to  cite  the  committee  to  what  was  done  with 
it.  For  instance,  here  is  the  account  of  Ah-na-tha-hah-cjuah,  on  page 
6.  She  began  receiving  money  from  the  agency  in  Oklahoma  in  1902. 
January  24,  1902,  she  received  $30;  July  19,  190G,  she  received  $15, 
making  a  total  of  $180  received  for  five  years,  and  that  was  her 
only  support,  and  I  apprehend  probably  she  lived  very  sparingly,  if 
she  lived  in  that  country,  on  that  amount  of  money. 

The  Chairman.  Was  she  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  she  was  not. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  you  to  show,  before  you  get  through,  that 
some  of  those  people  were  not  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  We  will  take  the  first  account,  on  the  first  page. 
This  account  shows  that  during  the  period  from  Januai^y  31,  1902, 
until  March  14,  1906,  that  this  Indian,  Ah-che-che,  received  $906.80. 
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Of  that  money  he  contributed  $61.70  to  the  general  fund,  and  I 
know  that  he  still  had  $200  of  it  in  cash  on  November  14,  1906,  and 
that  would  leave  him  about  $700  to  support  a  family  of  five  or  six 
on  from  January,  1902,  until  November,  1906,  four  years,  so  that 
would  not  show 

Senator  Curtis.  About  $200  a  year? 

Mr.  Bentley.  About  $200  a  year  for  a  family  of  five.  I  do  not 
think  he  was  extravagant,  and  I  did  not  get  much  of  that  money.  I 
have  shown  by  my  schedule  to  Thackery,  Exhibit  No.  168,  Appendix, 
that  I  had  at  that  time  $200  which  I  had  to  buy  a  wagon  with,  and 
I  afterwards  returned  it  .to  him  by  check.  Here  is  an  Indina  who 
during  tliat  time  received  $2,836.01.  Of  that  money  he  left  with  me 
in  tnist  $400,  which  I  returned.  He  had  a  very  large  familv,  six  or 
seven  in  his  family,  and  made  frecj^uent  trips  to  Oklahoma.  1  do  not 
think  he  could  be  very  wasteful  with  his  money.  Here  is  Ah-ke-na- 
ma-tho,  she  is  the  wife  of  the  Sock  Indian  that  "was  down  there.  She 
received  during  a  period  of  nearly  five  years  $869,  of  which  I  never 
had  a  penny  in  any  way. 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  know  what  she  did  with  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir.  I  think  they  had  several  horses  after  they 
left  Oklahoma.  Usually  these  funds  were  invested  in  horses.  They 
were  pretty  generally  supplied  with  mules  and  horses  and  good  equip- 
ments in  general.  What  pertains  to  the  accounts  mentioned  practi- 
cally pei-tains  to  all  of  them.  Here  is  a  woman  on  page  5,  Ah-na-tha- 
hah-quah,  who  lives  in  Oklahoma.  I  never  had  any  of  her  money. 
She  may  have  visited  in  Mexico,  but  never  lived  there.  Here  is 
Ah-nes-she-nen-ne.     He  received  $2,030  while  he  was  in  Mexico. 

The  Chairman.  How  long  a  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  received  $1,520  before  he  went  to  Mexico  at  all, 
December  31,  1903,  and  he  testified  before  this  committee.  I  never 
had  a  dollar  of  his  money  at  no  time  and  in  no  way. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  had  he  all  told? 

Mr.  Bentley,  Two  thousand  and  thirty  dollars. 

The  Chairman.  In  four  years? 

Mr.  Bentley.  In  a  period  extendini>;  from  January  30,  1902,  to 
January  25,  1906.  The  last  payment,  however,  of  $50  was  after  he 
returned  to  Oklahoma.  Here  is  the  account  of  Ah-no-thah-ha-qua. 
Here  is  an  instance  I  wish  to  call  the  chairman's  attention  to.  Here 
is  a  woman  who  lived  in  Mexico  for  five  years,  and  the  agency  state- 
ment shows  she  has  never  received  any  money  there.  She  did 
receive  through  Eagle  Pass  $267.71.  Her  allotment  is  a  very  valu- 
able one,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  them. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  did  she  receive? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Thackery,  according  to  his  statement,  has  never 
forwarded  her  any  money.  So  she  should  have  four  or  five  years' 
rent  up  there.  Here  is  the  statement  of  Ah-ten-ye-tuck's  ac<*ount, 
on  page  9,  who  drew  during  a  period  from  January  31,  1902,  to 
June  2,  1906,  $470.  T  never  hacf  any  of  his  money.  Here  is  Ah- 
them-esk-kah-mo.  This  Indian  drew  during  her  lifetime  $6,703.34, 
of  which  I  had  at  one  time  $4,000  and  returned  $3,000. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  the  woman  who  died,  called  Emma 
Garland  ?  *  . 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  Thackery's  clerk  has  been  appointed,  so 
he  told  me,  through  Thackery's   influence,  administrator  of  her 
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estate,  and  they  are  suing  me  for  $5,000  or  $6,000.  Here  is  the 
statement  of  Ah-waw-nee's  account. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  saw  the  receipts  which  were  exhibited  to  you  at 
Shawnee  that  you  gave  Emma  Garland  for  $2,000? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Payable  at  the  convenience  of  payor? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  genuine,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  gave  her  that  receipt? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  would  like  to  explain  why  I  gave  it  to 
her.  She  had  my  note  for  $2,000.  I  had  paid  her  some  currency.  I 
have  forgotten  the  amount.  It  was  quite  an  amount.  I  paid  it  to 
her  and  she  went  to  a  restaurant,  and  while  she  was  eating  some- 
body stole  her  pocketbook  with  the  note  and  currency  in  it,  and  I 
did  not  feel  like  giving  a  new  note  with  the  other  outstanding,  and 
she  came  to  me  and  called  m^'  attention  to  it  in  Mexico,  and  I  hur- 
riedly wrote  the  receipt.  As  I  say,  I  did  not  like  to  have  out  two 
notes  for  the  same  amount  at  one  time.  The  note  has  not  material- 
ized, and  in  the  meantime  I  have  heard  she  died.  Then  I  continued 
to  support  her  infant  child,  and  it  died.  Then  I  continued  to  pay 
her  husband,  and  he  is  now  dead.  All  of  them  are  dead.  The  state- 
ment of  Chah-ke-she's.  account  shows  she  received  a  total  of  $983.85. 
I  never  had  any  of  her  money,  except  at  one  time  I  had  $100  of  her 
mone}',  for  which  she  held  my  receipt.  She  presented  it  at  the  bank, 
and  it  was  cashed  and  afterwards  returned  to  me  with  my  checks. 
She  contributed  $71.35  to  the  general  fund.  Do  you  think  it  is 
worth  while  to  go  over  all  of  these  accounts  ? 

The  Chairman.  No,  I  do  not  think  it  is  w^oi-th  while.  [To  Mr. 
Embry.]     Do  you  want  him  to  go  over  all  those? 

Mr.  Embry.  No,  sir;  his  schedule  shows  that. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  wish  further  to  say  Avith  reference  to  these  ac- 
counts that  here  on  page  14  is  Che-qua-ka,  a  Mexican  Kickapoo. 
He  is  a  Nacimiento  Kickapoo,  who  drew  $325,  as  shown  on  this  page. 
He  is  an  Indian  with  whom  I  have  had  no  transaction  whatever. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  acquired  rights  in  Oklahoma  allotments  by  inher- 
itance, did  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  Quite  a  number  did  that? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir.  I  had  no  association  with  them,  except  in 
one  instance  of  Wah-tha-pe-qua. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  the  woman  who  got  $0,000? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  she  turned  her  money  over  to  the 
Mexican.  Her  husband  had  a  Mexican  come  with  her  to  get  her 
money  at  Shaw^nee,  and  I  think  she  turned  it  over  to  him,  Mr.  Roman. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  heard  the  testimony  of  Joe  Clark,  where 
he  said  that  vou,  at  the  time  you  and  he  w^ent  to  the  Indian  camp, 
sometime  probably  in  May,  1906,  you  offered  him  $2,500  for  the  first 
six  months  and  $2,500  for  the  suceeeding  six  months  if  he  would  aid 
you  in  securing  deeds  to  the  Kickapoo  land  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Are  you  quoting  his  exact  language? 

Mr.  Embry.  No,  sir;  substantially.  That  is,  as  I  understand  it, 
substantially.    AVliat  are  the  facts  about  that  ? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  The  facts  are  these:  On  my  way  to  the  Kickapoo 
Reservation,  in  Mexico,  from  Washington,  on  May  22,  1906,  or  the 
morning  of  the  23cl  of  May,  Chirk  went  with  me  to  the  Missouri, 
Kansas  and  Texas  Kailroad  station,  and  there  he  said  that  unless  I 
deeded  20  acres  of  the  Wnh-nah-ke-that-hah  aUotment  for  past  serv- 
ices that  he  would  oppose  me  and  help  the  other  fellows  to  get  the 
Kickapoo  lands,  and  I  think  I  told  him  at  that  time  if  he  would 
go  down  there  and  do  the  S(|uare  thing  with  the  Indians  and  help 
us  to  get  through  with  our  Pedro  Blanca  deal,  that  for  a  years 
work  and  what  he  had  done  I  would  pay  him  $5,000,  and  I  think 
probabh^  had  he  done  that  it  would  have  been  of  very  great  advan- 
tage to  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  because  Joe  Clark  was  the  only  man 
outside  of  myself  there  who  had  any  influence  over  them,  and  I 
think  his  protection  would  have  been  well  worth  it,  but  he  seemed 
to  think  he  could  nu\ke  more  money  by  working  with  Grimes,  and 
he  was  contrary  and  mulish  and  went  down  there  and  started  in 
with  them.  Clark  helped  Grimes  to  get  the  first  dnmken  outfit  out 
of  the  Indian  village.  He  was  there  urging  tliem,  and  went  from 
house  to  house  and  aided  the  fellows  to  get  them  in  wagons  to  go  to 
Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  present  and  saw  them? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Erney? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think,  in  justice  to  Clark,  that  Grimes  had  as- 
sured Clark  that  they  would  take  the  Indians  to  Eagle  Pass  and 
would  pay  them  a  fair  consideration  for  their  land  and  would  insist 
upon  leaving  their  money  in  bank,  and  I  think  Clark  was  encour- 
aged to  think  that  he.  would  be  permitted  to  select  some  land  for 
them  somewhere  and  aid  them  in  getting  a  place  there,  but  when 
the  Indians  came  back  from  *Eagle  Pass,  after  having  made  deeds 
and  were  drunk,  and  Clark  learned  that  they  had  been  given  their 
money,  that  they  had  squandered  it,  and  that  Grimes  was  deceiving 
them,  I  think  Clark  quit  all  of  them.  I  do  not  think  he  had  any 
further  association  with  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  what  effort  did  you  make  to  purchase  the 
Pedro  Blanca  ranch  ?    I  do  not  think  that  is  in  the  testimony. 

Mr.  Bentley.  We  made  a  very  gi'eat  effort.  First,  we  went  and 
inspected  it  carefully.  Some  of  the  old  Kickapoos  knew  the  prop- 
erty well.  They  came  down  the  mountains  of  the  SieiTa  del  Car- 
men range,  when  they  crossed  into  Mexico,  forty  years  before,  and 
passed  what  is  known  as  the  Centennalla  Peak,  which  is  near  the 
famous  Flat-top  Mountain,  on  which  the  Apaches  long  ago  raised 
their  cereal  focd.  While  the  valleys  are  too  dry  to  raise  corn,  this 
mountain,  by  reason  of  elevation — it  rains  there  abundantly  when 
it  does  not  rain  in  the  valleys,  and  it  is  a  place  swell  known  to  the 
older  Kickapoos.  A  council  was  called  and  I  went  there,  I  think,  in 
1894,  the  year  that  Senator  Quay  died. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  mean  1904? 

Mr.  Benit>ey.  Yes,  sir;  1904.  Jim  Deer  Pahkotah  was  nominated 
on  behalf  of  all  the  Kickapoos  to  go  with  me  and  Mr.  Clark  and  in- 
spect Pedro  Blanca,  to  determine  its  lines,  so  that  they  would  have 
a  definite  idea  of  what  it  included.  We  examined  it  and  found  it  was 
a  diamond-shaped  piece  of  land.    The  line  covered  certain  mountain 
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divides.  From  one  peak  to  another  it  was  30  miles  north  and  south 
and  27  miles  the  other  way.  There  was  a  great  basin  in  there  sur- 
rounded by  these  mountains,  except  on  the  east  side,  where  a  strip  of 
smooth  or  valley  land,  4  miles  wide  and  28  miles  long,  led  out  to 
the  Rio  Grande  River,  with  the  moimtains  abutting  along.  We  made 
efforts  to  acquire  that  land  so  that  we  could  have  an  outlet  over  our 
own  land  to  the  American  border.  Blocker,  at  that  time,  was  willing 
to  take  55  cents  an  acre. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  would  average  how  much? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  were  238,000  acres  in  the  tract.  I  think  at 
that  time  he  had  eight  or  nine  thousand  cattle  on  the  place.  I  have 
forgotten  the  exact  price  he  would  take  for  the  cattle,  but,  at  any  rate, 
on  the  payment  of  $50,000  he  would  turn  the  ranch  over  until  the 
debt  was  paid,  provided  his  manager  should  be  retained  there  as 
our  manager. 

Mr.  E^kfURY.  State  the  times  and  places  you  had  conversation  with 
Blocker  about  it  and  what  was  said  at  those  times. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  saw  him  so  many  times  in  Eagle  Pass  and  Mexico 
and  every  time  I  met  him  for  several  years. 

Mr.  E:mbry.  How  many  times  did  you  see  him  and  talk  about  this 
matter  in  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  suppose  ten  different  times. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhat  was  said  at  those  times? 

^Ir.  Bentley.  If  T  knew  Blocker  was  in  town  I  looked  him  up,  and 
if  he  knew  I  was  in  town  he  would  come  around  and  we  would  talk 
about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  usually  make  him  any  offer  for  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  in  that  way.  His  offer  was  to  me.  His  first 
price  was,  for  instance,  55  cents  an  acre.  Land  began  to  go  up,  his 
cattle  increased,  and  from  time  to  time  he  raised  on  it.  Air.  Bonnet 
had  very  little  talk  wnth  him  about  it,  but  had  kept  in  touch  with 
him,  and  the  next  price  he  made  was  70  cents  an  acre. 

Mr.  E>rBRY.  What  other  places  did  you  talk  with  Mr.  Blocker 
about  buying  this  ranch  at  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Bentley.  T  think  I  perhaps  talked  with  him  in  San  Antonio 
and  I  know  over  in  Mexico,  at  Spofford  Junction  and  on  the  trains. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  make  him  any  offers? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  always  led  him  to  believe  that  if  we  could  raise 
the  money  we  would  take  it  at  the  figures  Blocker  offered.  He  is  a 
very  positive  man.  If  he  offered  you  a  piece  of  land  for  a  certain 
price,  you  would  have  to  pay  him  that  price.  My  recollection  is  he 
had  raised  his  price  to  about  76  cents  an  acre,  and  then  I  think  he 
required  a  payment  of  $70,000,  and  finally  at  the  time  1  was  here  be- 
fore the  full  committee  of  the  Senate  and  made  a  statement  in 
relation  to  Pedro  Blanco  and  its  purchase,  Mr.  Voris  P.  Brown,  of 
San  Antonio,  Tex.,  was  negotiating  the  purchase,  and  I  then  had  in 
my  possession  a  statement  from  Brown  that  he  had  gotten  all  the 
interests  in  the  Pedro  Blanco  property  to  agree,  and  that  if  within 
a  reasonable  time  the  monev  could  be  raised,  we  could  buy  it,  so  that 
it  figured  out  for  the  12,000  cattle,  about  800  horses,  and  5,000  or 
6,000  goats,  that  it  would  approximately  come  to  $400,000— $390,000 
was  the  exact  figure  it  came  to — and  I  had  negotiated  so  long  with 
Blocker  and  nothing  had  come  of  the  negotiations  that  I  did  not 
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feel  warranted  in  going  to  him  any  more  about  it.  and  I  thought 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  not  to  let  him  know  who  the  purchaser 
was,  and  I  took  another  tack  through  Voris  P.  Brown. 

Jfr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  an  agent  in  Mexico  to  negotiate  for  the 
Indian  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  did  not  have  any  regular  agent.  Two  men  by 
the  name  of  Sanchez  aided  me  in  hunting  land,  one  as  interpreter. 
One  of  them  aided  me  in  looking  at  the  property  called  Capolina. 
Mr.  Bonnet,  the  vice-consul,  went  with  me  ta  see  General  Naranjo 
when  we  wanted  to  buy  part  of  his  land.  The  trouble  was  the  piece 
we  wanted  took  so  much  money  to  acquire  that  we  wei'e  on  the  alert 
to  acquire  a  smaller  piece  anywhere,  so  that  the  Indians  could  live 
on  their  own  land.  But  to  say  that  I  had  agents,  I  could  not  admit 
I  had  a  regular  agent  or  agents. 

Mr.  E:^rBKY.  As  to  the  testimony  about  the  fair-ground  transac- 
tion at  Shawnee,  you  sold  that  to  Benson.  How  many  acres  were  in 
that  tract  of  land  at  first?     How  large  was  it — 80? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  original  allotment  was  80  acres. 

Mr.  Embky.  Whose  allotment  was  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Pah-pe-seick's. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  Did  you  contract  with  Benson,  for  the  fair  ground 
people,  to  sell  them  that  land  for  $10,000  and  secure  deeds  from  the 
Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  T  can  not  say  I  did.  There  was  rather  a  pe- 
culiar situation  there.  The  fair  association  had  10  shares.  It  was  in 
10  parts,  and  there  was  an  agreement  made  between  myself  and 
somebody,  some  of  the  stockholders,  a  majority  of  them,  I  think, 
that  for  one  share  of  the  fair-ground  stock,  one-tenth  of  all  ot  it, 
I  should  be  given  one  share  if  I  aided  them  in  the  purchase  of  the 
land  and  saw  that  they  got  a  proper  title  to  it.  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  rumor  about  heirs  that  had  not  been  heard  of.  They  were 
scary  about  it,  and  that  was  their  proposition  to  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  represent  to  them  that  you  could  secure  a 
conveyance  for  $10,000? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  nego- 
tiations it  was  negotiated  on  a  basis  of  $10,000;  that  perhf^ps  a  deed 
was  signed;  that  I  became  satisfied  it  was  wrong.  The  land  was 
worth  a  ^reat  deal  more  money,  and  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Field  and  re- 
quested him  to  go  and  see  Senator  Piatt,  of  Connecticut,  and  I  think 
the  efforts  made  by  Mr.  Field  defeated  the  deeds  and  the  lands  were 
put  up  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  when  the  second  deeds 
were  made  I  demanded  a  written  contract  of  these  people,  and  the 
stock  was  hardl}^  worth  anythin<j.  I  think  $100  was  its  value.  The 
stock  was  to  pay  me,  I  think,  $100  a  share,  and  was  purchased  to 
pay  me  for  my  work.  But  the  city  grew  beyond  the  expectations  of 
anybody  and  the  land  became  very  valuable  there,  and  Mr.  Benson, 
wdio  held  the  share  of  stock  for  me  in  escrow,  sold  it  for  $1,250  and 
kept  the  money,  although  the  association  paid  but  $100  for  it.  My 
contention  in  court  was  that  had  he  retained  it  and  left  it  to  my  dis- 
position I  might  have  got  $2,500  for  it,  and  I  sued  him  for  that 
amount. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  I  understand  you  just  secured  from  the  heirs 
$10,000  to  sell  this  land  on  condition  ? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  I  can  not  say  it  in  that  way.  Some  of  the  heirs 
signed  a  deed,  I  think.  I  got  some  of  them  to  sign — one  or  two  of 
them — a  deed  for  $10,000^  but  it  was  afterwards  that  the  land 
brought  $37,900 — from  the  sale  afterwards. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  part  had  vou  in  turning  down  that  $10,000 
deed? 

Mr.  Bentley.  We  considered  the  land  was  selling  for  too  little, 
and  through  Mr.  Field  we  got  Senator  Piatt  to  intercede. 

Mr.  Embry.  Intercede  where? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Here  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  Department  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  he  went  to  the  Department  in  person.  It 
was  heirship  land  and  belonged  to  minor  orphan  children  principally. 
I  think  Mr.  Field  wrote  me  at  the  time  that  the  Senator  took  the 
position  that  the  land  should  be  put  up  for  those  heirs  and  sold  to 
the  highest  bidder,  and  I  think  Senator  Piatt  was  responsible  for 
the  rule  being  put  into  effect  by  the  Secretary.  I  do  not  know  that 
he  was,  but  I  know  the  land  was  put  up  and  sold  at  that  time  to  the 
highest  bidder. 

Mr.  Embry.  While  you  were  under  contract  with  Benson  for  the 
fair-ground  people  to  sell  the  land  for  $10,000,  you  and  Mr,  Field 
were  trying  to  defeat  that  price? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  saw,  in  view  of  the  way  the  town  was  growing, 
that  it  was  not  a  proper  trade  for  the  Indians,  and  did  defeat  it,  and 
made  a  new  contract  with  them.     They  never  paid  me  anything  for  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  advise  Benson  and  the  fair-ground  people 
that  in  your  judgment  the  trade  should  not  be  made  for  $10,000,  and 
defeatecTi  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  I  advised  several  of  the  stockholders  that  it 
was  unfair  to  the  Indians,  but  I  am  quite  certain  I  did  not  disclose 
to  them  my  plan  of  defeating  the  deed.  If  I  did,  they  would  have 
been  on  the  alert  and  pushed  their  deed  on  through.  - 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  deed  was  pending  for 
approval  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  is  the  rule;  that  caused  the 
rule  to  be  changed. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  want  to  be  understood  now  as  being  under  con- 
tract with  these  people  to  secure  that  land  for  a  consideration  of 
$10,000? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  under  a  contract  to  get  it  conveyed 
for  $10,000.  I  was  under  contract  to  see  that  they  got  a  proper  title 
and  that  the  proper  heir  signed  that  deed,  and  the  land  association 
agreed  to  give  me  one-tenth  of  their  stock,  which  was  satisfactory. 
I  thought  at  the  time  it  was  wrong,  but  I  was  in  a  position  with  the 
people  at  Shawnee  to  know  that  I  could  not  afford  to  antagonize 
those  men.  They  fought  me  desperately,  but  I  did  not  say  any- 
thing to  them  on  account  of  the  steps  I  took  to  defeat  that  deed. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  you  allowed  them  to  undei'stand  you  were 
acting  for  them  to  secure  this  land  for  $10,000  you  knew  the  land  was 
worth  more  than  that  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  knew  at  the  actual  time  the  deed  was  first 
signed  that  I  did  not  think  the  land  would  have  brought  much  more. 
A  great  boom  came  on,  and  the  indications  were  that  the  land  was 
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sold  too  cheap,  and  I  attempted  to  defeat  that  deed.  I  never 
recorded  it.  They  got  $:iT,00()  more  than  they  would  have  if  the  first 
deed  had  not  been  defeated. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Was  it  not  an  easy  matter  to  have  suggested  to  the 
De])artment  not  to  a])prove  that  deed,  and  such  a  suggestion  would 
not  operate  to  change  the  rules? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  I  think  a  suggestion  from  me  would  have  been 
to  a])prove  the  deed.    It  would  have  had  the  very  effect. 

The  CiiAiit^iAN.  Do  you  think  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  rule  has 
been  changed? 

Mr.  EMmjY.  Yes,   Senator:   I  think  so. 

Mr.  Bentlev.  One  deed  was  pending  for  $8,000.  That  tract  of 
land  brought  i^2S,800  more,  but  tlie  parties  who  bought  that  laud 
were  strong  men.  and  they  would  have  got  a  deed  for  $8,000  had 
the  rule  not  been  changed,  but  when  these  two  tracts  were  sold 
inider  the  new  rule  they  brought  $50,000  more. 

Mr.  Embry,  AVhat  I  was  asking  about  was  the  peculiar  situation 
you  were  in  in  dealing  for  these  people. 

Mr.  Bentlev.  I  am  free  to  disclose  my  position  in  it.  I  could  not 
favor  those  bankers  to  get  land  for  less  than  it  was  worth.  The  In- 
dians trusted  me  and  the  bankers  did  not.  The  Indians  would  trust 
no  one  but  me. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  After  the  rule  was  changed  did  you  have  a  further 
contract  with  them? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  that  contract? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  The  same  contract. 

Mr.  Embrv.  It  was  renewed,  was  it? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  Yes.  sir. 

Senator  Ct  rtls.  That  was  reduced  to  writing? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  am  now  suing  Benson  for  my  orig- 
inal share  of  the  fair-ground  stock,  which  was  only  a  fee  of  $100 
originally.     The  growth  of  the  city  made  my  fee  high. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Was  it  attached  as  an  exhibit  to  the  papers? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  It  is  in  Mr.  Blakeley's  possession  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Embrv.  You  are  a  lawyer  in  Oklahoma,  are  you  not? 

Mr.  Ben  rLEY.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embrv.  You  know  that  a  copy  of  the  agre<*ment  must  be  at* 
taclied  to  the  petition  t 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  since  this  suit  has  been  instituted 
that  I  have  been  unable  to  find  that  agreement  until  i-ecently.  My 
wife  found  it.  I  delivered  it  to  my  attorney,  and  if  he  has  not 
attached  it  he  has  been  neglectful  of  his  duty  in"  the  matter.  It  is 
signed  by  Mr.  Aydelotte  and  Mr.  Benson  and  the  banker  who  ap- 
peared before  the  committee  at  Shawnee,  Mr  Douglas—they  were 
some  of  the  parties  in  interest — also  Mr.  J.  M.  Remington. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Xow,  I  observe  that  this  copy  of  contract  attached  to 
your  petition  is  dated  Shawnee,  Okla.,  June  30,  1002.  That  was 
evidently  the  first  contract,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  That  is  the  only  contract. 

Mr.  E.MBRY.  That  was  the  contract  entered  into,  after  which  you 
procured  the  $10,000  deed? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  No,  sir;  this  relates  to  the  last  transaction  when  the 
land  was  put  up  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.     They  got  no 


AFFAIRS   OF    THE    MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS.  1315 

title.  There  is  nothing  due  me  until  they  get  the  title,  and  the  land 
is  sold. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  law  allowing  the  sale  of  Indian 
land  was  not  passed  until  1902? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo:    I  think  you  are  mistaken. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  further  fact  that  the  rules  of  the  Depart- 
ment requiring  that  it  be.  sold  to  tlie  highest  bidder  was  a  long  time 
subsequent  to  that,  sometime  in  1003  or  1004? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir:  I  think  j'ou  are  mistaken.  Had  that  been 
so  there  would  have  been  no  oc<?asion  for  this  contract. 

Mr.  Embry.  Will  you  examine  into  that  and  ascertain  whether  that 
is  a  fact? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  am  very  certain  that  the  law  went 
into  effect  in  1001. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  the  amended  petition  in  evidence.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tebbitory  of  Oklahoma,  Pottaivatomie  County: 

In  the  district  court  for  the  s*aicl  county  and  Territory.     Martin  J.  Rentley, 
l»hiintlfl,  V.  C.  J.  Benson,  defendant. 

Amended  petition^ 

Conies  now  the  plaintiff  in  the  n])ove-en titled  action,  and  with  leave  of  court 
first  having  l>ei*n  ol>tained.  and  files  this  his  amended  i)etition  and  complaining 
of  the  defendant,  for  cause  of  action  alleges  and  says: 

First.  That  during  \he  years  of  1J)02,  1JH)3,  and  11)04  the  plaintiff  was  a  duly 
admitte<l  and  licenseti  attorney  at  law,  and  was  duly  and  regularly  licensed 
to  practise  law  in  all  of  the  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Olclahonia,  Jind  was 
engaged  in  the  practise  during  the  said  time,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  in  the  city  of  Shawnee  in  the  said  county  and  Territory,  and 
was  so  engaged  in  the  sjiid  law  and  real  estate  business  at  all  of  the  times  in 
this  amendCHi  i)etition  mentioned. 

Se<*ond.  That  on  June  30,  11K)2,  the  plaintiff  entered  into  a  written  con- 
tract and  agreement  with  the  Pottawatomie  County  Fair  and  Driving  Associ- 
ation, the  said  Pottawatomie  County  Fair  and  Driving  Association  being  at  the 
said  time  a  corporation  duly  organized  and  existing  under,  and  by  virtue  of 
tlie  laws  of  the  Territory  of  Olvlahoma,  with  the  capital  stock  of  ten  thou- 
sand ($10,0(H))  dollars  fully  paid  up,  and  that  by  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
the  said  contract  the  plaintiff  agrt»e<i  to  assist  the  siiid  association  in  stvuring  a 
deed  to  and  buying  a  certain  tract  of  land  then  occupied  by  the  said  Pottawat- 
omie County  Fair  and  Drivhig  Association  for  their  fair  and  racing  ground, 
to-wit : 

All  that  iM)rtion  north  of  the  right  of  way  of  the  Choctaw,  Olvlahoma  &  Gulf 
Railroad  Company  in  the  east  half  (*)  of  tlie  northeast  quarter  (i)  of.sK'tion 
twenty-two  (22),  township  ten  (10)  north  of  range  three  (3)  of  the  Indian 
meridian.  In  the  Siiid  county;  and  the  said  Pottawatomie  County  Fair  and 
Driving  Association  agreed  therein  that  it  would  pay  the  said  plaintiff  or  de- 
liver to  him  free  of  cost,  ten  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Pottawatomie  County 
Fair  and  Driving  Association,  and  that  the  said  Bentley  should  have  assigned 
and  transferred  ten  shares  of  the  aforesaid  in  full  payment  of  his  services 
rendered  and  performetl  as  agent  and  attorney  for  tlie  said  association,  in  i)ro- 
curing  a  deetl  to  the  said  tract  of  land.  A  copy  of  the  said  contract  is  hereto 
attjicheil,  markeil  "  Exhibit  A"  and  made  a  part  of  this  petition. 

Third.  That  the  said  tract  of  land  was  at  the  time  an  Indian  allotment,  hav- 
ing been  allotted  to  one  Pah-pe-shick,  a  memlier  of  the  Mexican  Kickapoo  tribe 
of  Indians,  and  that  the  said  allottee  was  at  the  time  of  making  the  said  con- 
tract deceased,  havhig  died  intestate,  and  his  heirs  b€»ing  members  of  the  said 
tribe  of  Indians,  consisting  of  two  polygamous  wives  and  three  sons,  the  children 
of  such  wives,  and  the  siiid  land  could  be,  under  the  law  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  then  sold  by  such  heirs  as  inherited  land. 

Fourth.  That  in  pursuance  of  the  said  contract  and  agreement,  the  said 
Pottawatomie  County  Fair  and  Driving  Association,  by  and  through  its  officer 
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and  agent,  the  Siiid  defendant,  purchased  ten  certain  shares  of  stock  from  Harry 
Mead,  paying  therefor  the  sum  of  one  hundred  ($100)  dollars,  and  they  agreed 
that  the  said  Benson  should  hold  the  sjiid  shares  of  stock  until  the  performance 
of  the  said  conditions  by  the  siiid  plaintiff,  and  upon  the  performance  of  the 
said  conditions  above  by  said  plaintiff  that  the  said  shares  of  st<x?k  should 
be  delivered  to  this  plaintiff  in  full  payment  of  his  said  service,  the  said  Potta- 
watomie County  Fair  and  Driving  Association  paying  all  of  the  assessment  made 
upon  its  said  stock  for  the  puriK>ses  of  buying  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  that 
the  said  defendant,  under  the  terms  of  the  said  written  contract  and  for  the 
l)urposes  of  assisting  the  said  Pottawatomie  County  Fair  and  Driving  Asaocia- 
tion  to  perform  the  same,  held  the  said  stock  and  i>aid  the  assessments  thereon 
for  and  as  agent- for  the  said  Pottawatomie  County  Fair  and  Driving  Association. 

Fifth.  That  iu  compliance  with  the  said  agreement  and  the  terms  thereof,  the 
plaintiff  alleges  that  he  assisted  the  said  Pottawatomie  County  Fair  and  Driv- 
ing Association  in  procuring  a  deeil  to  the  said  tract  and  i)erformed  a  large 
amount  of  service  in  this,  to  wit,  drawing  i)etitions  to  the  Interior  Department, 
In  pj'ocuring  the  signatures  thereto  of  the  heirs  to  a  deed  to  the  said  premises; 
drafting  affidavits  required  l)y  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior;  and  did 
I)rocure  a  deed  in  regular  form  for  the  said  premises,  to  be  approved  by  the 
honorable  Swretary  of  the  Interim*;  and  did  lu'ocure  the  evidence  of  the  heirs 
of  the  said  deceasinl  allottee;  and  the  said  Pottawatomie  County  Fair  and  Driv- 
ing Association  accepteil  such  service  as  full  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  made  by  the  plaintiff  with  the  said  association  and  directe<l  defend- 
ant to  deliver  the  said  shares  of  stock  to  the  said  plaintiff;  but  said  defendant, 
in  disregard  of  the  rights  of  the  said  i)laintiff,  refused  to  deliver  the  same  and 
sold  the  said  stock  and  converted  the  same  to  his  own  use,  and  thereby  deprived 
the  said  plaintiff  of  the  said  stock. 

Sixth.  That  the  said  plaintiff  further  alleges  that  by  reason  of  the  said  prem- 
ises that  he  was,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1004,  the  owner  of  the  said  certifi- 
cate for  ten  shares  of  the  cai>ital  stock  of  the  said  associaticai  then  in  iwssession 
of  the  said  defendant,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  pd^ession  of  the  same, 
but  that  the  said  defendant,  C.  J.  Benson,  refused  uiuni  demand  of  the  said 
plaintiff  to  deliver  the  same  to  him  and  wholly  refused  to  account  to  the  plain- 
tiff for  the  same,  but  converteil  the  same  to  his  own  use,  to  the  plaintiff's 
damage. 

Seventh.  That  at  the  time  of  the  said  conversion  the  said  ten  shares  of  stock 
was  worth  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  ($2,r)(X))  dollars,  and  that  by  reason 
of  the  said  conversion  the  plaintiff  has  been  damaged  in  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
($2,500)  dollars,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  (7'A  )  i)er  cent  from  the  date 
of  the  conversion. 

Wherefore,  the  premises  considered,  the  plaintiff  prays  that  we  have  judg- 
ment against  the  sjiid  defendant  for  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  ($2,500) 
dollars,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  {77c)  per  cent  from  the  first  day  of 
January,  1004,  and  for  the  costs  of  this  action. 


AtiorniyH  for  Plaintiff. 

Mr.  Embky.  The  first  effort  was  to  secure  the  entire  80  acres  allot- 
ment for  the  fair-o:round  people,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  not  clear  as  to  that.  It  may  have 
been  or  may  not  have  been.    T  am  not  certain. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  refresli  your  memory,  I  read  your  amended  peti- 
tion describing  the  land  as  all  that  portion  "  north  of  the  ri^ht  of 
way  of  the  Choctaw,  Oklahoma  and  Gulf  Eailroad  Company  m  the 
east  half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  22,  township  10  north  of 
range  3,  of  the  Indian  meridian,  in  the  said  county."  Wliat  portion 
of  the  allotment  is  that;  what  proportion  is  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  relates  to  a  tract  of  land  of  about  36  acres, 
that  portion  lying  north  of  the  railroad  track,  which  brought  over  a 
thousand  dollars  an  acre. 

Mr.  Embuy.  In  the  subsequent  sale  it  brought  $37,000? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 


AFFAIRS   OF   THE   MEXICAN  «ICKAPOO   INDIANS.  1317 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  the  other  portion  of  that  quarter  sold  for  how 
much,  if  it  was  sold  ? 

Mr.  BENTI.EY.  It  brought  much  less — 1  think  $8,000  for  what  was 
left  of  it:  it  was  across  the  track  and  in  a  different  locality,  and  cut 
up  by  railroad  right  of  way  and  switches. 

Senator  Cirtis.  In  May,  1902,  that  law  passed? 

Mr.  Bentl?:y.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  think  that  was  the  original  contract  you 
made,  and  that  you  made  that  contract  before  the  Secretary  changed 
the  rules  requiring  that  they  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No;  I  do  not  think  so. 

The  Chairman.  Oh,  we  can  find  that  out.  Have  you  not  got  that 
there,  or  something  relating  to  it  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  I  have  a  letter  I  want  to  ask  Mr.  Bentlej^  about  in 
this  connection.     I  will  look  it  up  and  call  attention  to  it  hU<?r. 

The  Chairman.  Call  his  attention  to  it  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  Pi^iBRY.  Yes,  sir.  I  understood  from  the  testimony  that  a 
commission  was  paid  at  the  time  the  Okema  land  was  sold.  Ex- 
plain that  ? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Well,  my  understanding  of  the  transaction  was  that 
Mr.  Ives  made  a  net  price  to  a  real  estate  firm  of  $82,000,  and  the 
real  estate  firm  organized  a  syndicate,  and  they  capitalized  that  for 
$39,000,  and  of  course  they  got  their  stock  for  nothing,  the  two  fel- 
lows who  did  the  organizing.  The  net  amount  that  went  to  Mr. 
Ives  in  notes  and  in  money  was  $^V2,000 — $15,500  in  cash — and  the 
only  commission  that  I  know  was  paid  out  of  the  $82,000,  or  the  net 
price  to  Ives,  was  $250  paid  to  Joe  Clark,  and  I  noticed  that  Ives  did 
not  seem  to  have  taken  the  other  $250,  though  I  suggested  at  the  time 
that  they  each  take  $250. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wlio  were  these  people  who  formed  this  syndicate 
to  sell  the  Okema  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  in  the  record  here,  the  names  and  all  the  data 
about  it.  I  think  I  can  turn  to  it  readily.  I  saw  it  in  here  the  other 
day. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  can  look  that  up  later.  Xow,  I  see  in  Ives's  ac- 
coimt  this  entrv,  "  Commission  on  resale  of  Okema  and  Thi-the-qua 
land,  $500.'' 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  heard  the  testimony  of  Ives? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  $250  of  that  was  to  be  paid  to  Joe  Clark? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  $250  for  himself,  or  to  himself. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Indians  are  still  in  debt  to  Ives.  I  was  paid 
nothing. 

Mr.  Embry.  Ives  has  asked  credit  for  this  $250  in  this  account 
filed  at  Shawnee.     Is  he  charging  the  Indians  here  in  this  account? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  expect  he  is,  but  I  suppose  he  means 
they  have  not  paid  him  anything  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  examined  Ives's  account  in  that  particular? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  looked  it  over  pretty  carefully. 

Mr.  E:^rBRY.  You  are  a  sufficient  business  man  to  know  that  that 
$500  is  a  charge  against  the  Indians  in  their  account  ? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  but  it  still  leaves  a  balance  due  from  the 
Indians.  His  object  in  saying  he  received  nothing  was  that  he  ex- 
pended more  than  he  received. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  stated  you  suggested  that  a  commission  of  $250 
be  paid  to  Joe  Clark  and  $250  to  Ives? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Joe  Clark  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  M.  J.  Bentley 
&  Co.  at  that  time,  real  estate  dealers? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  can  not  say  he  was.     If  he  so  considered  himself 
I  never  got  any  part  of  the  commission.    He  got  $250  and  did  not 
pay  me  anything.     I  did  not  expect  anything.     I  never  charged  him 
with  any  part  of  the  $250.     I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  sale.    It 
was  conducted  in  my  absence. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  there  not  a  house  and  lot  transaction  connected 
with  this  Okema  matter  somewhere? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  what  I  Ixave  been  trying  to  explain.  This 
real  estate  syndicate  put  in  a  certain  amount  of  money,  and  I  think 
there  was  a  house  and  lot,  or  something  that  we  accepted  as  a  valua- 
tion. Perhaps  six  or  seven  thousand  dollars,  and  that  was  the  profit 
of  the  fellows  who  worked  up  the  deal  and  had  the  other  fellows  to 
put  in  their  money.  Ives  afterwards  deeded  the  land  to  some  of 
them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Deeded  which  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  house  and  lot,  the  propertj^  that  was  deeded  to 
him  in  the  trade,  he  never  claimed  it.  lie  was  to  have  a  net  price  of 
$32,000. 

The  Chairman.  For  all  of  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  For  all  of  it.  These  real  estate  men  were  voir 
smooth  fellows.  They  got  in  there  and  had  an  interest  in  the  land 
for  nothing.     They  got  the  houses  and  lots  for  nothing.  - 

The  CiL\iRMAN.  As  I  understand  the  transaction  as  actually  con- 
ducted they  paid  Ives  $15,500  c^sh,  and  they  deposited  about  $16,500 
in  notes  in  the  bank — three  notes  in  the  bank? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  all  they  ever  paid  him. 

The  Chairman.  And  thev  conveyed  to  him  two  pieces  of  property 
which  they  valued  at  $7,000? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  understand,  and  later  he  deeded  as 
directed. 

The  CiLviRMAN.  Then,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  cash  paid  to  Ive^s 
and  notes  put  in  escrow  in  the  bank  and  city  real  estate  conveyed  to 
him  did  aggregate  the  i^30,()00  in  the  first  transaction? 

Air.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  later  Ives  reconveyed  this  city  property  to 
whom  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  tlie  record  here  shows  that  he  conveyed  it 
as  these  men  who  promoted  the  syndicate  deeded — either  to  them 
directly  or  to  whom  they  directed.  lie  had  no  interest  in  it.  Thev 
got  him  $82,000.  If  they  had  got  $40,000  he  could  not  have  claimed 
anything  above  the  net  price.  It  is  the  ordinary  way  of  handling 
real  estate.     The  land  sold  for  much  more  than  it  was  worth. 

The  Chairman,  The  Okema  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  154  acres.  It  was  never  worth  that  much 
money  and  never  will  be. 

The  CiLviRMAN.  Where  is  it  with  reference  to  the  city? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  It  adjoins  the  tribe  lands.  It  adjoins  the  Muff  on 
the  Canadian  River.  It  is  an  undesirable  piece  of  land  except  that 
it  is  close  to  town. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  understand  this  a  little.  Ives  got  this 
in  trust  ? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes.  sir. 

The  Chairman.  And  he  offered  it  for  $:^2,000  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  This  real  estate  s^^ndicate  said,  ''  We  will 
take  it  and  sell  it  and  everything  we  g^t  al)ove  $^3*2,000  will  be  our 
commission/'  and  they  in  trade  got  a  valuation,  I  think,  of  $37,000 
or  $;39,000  on  it. 

The  Chairman.   Thev  made  $7,000  or  $8,000  out  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sn-;  on  that  property. 

The  Chairman.  Did  they  take  it  in  property  or  cash? 

Mr.  Bentley.  In  property.  I  think  they  turned  around  and  mort- 
gaged that  property.  I  think  at  their  instip:ati(m  Ives  made  a  mort- 
gage, and  that  enabled  them  to  get  out  oi  the  property  what  they 
put  in  as  their  cash  part  in^  the  syndicate.  They  are  two  professional 
real  estate  men  in  Shawnee. 

Mr.  K:^inRY.  In  looking  over  Ives's  account  I  observe  an  item  has 
been  charged  here  against  the  Indians  for  office  rent.  Just  give  a 
general  explanation  about  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  lie  pays  souie  little  office  rent  there  for  the  Indians^ 
whatever  it  comes  to. 

The  Chairman.  How  much  is  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Very  little. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  items  are  not  large,  but  considerable  in  numl)er. 
Here  is  for  August  1,  rent  on  office,  $15;  September  1,  rent  ou  office, 
$15;  October  0,  rent  on  office,  $15. 

The  CiLviRMAN.  He  pays  $15  a  month? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  he  pays.  I  think  you  will  find 
in  the  other  part  of  the  report  tliat  he  took  somebcxly  in  there  with 
him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  an  item  charge  under  date  of  Julv  28,  190G: 
"  Paid  Mary  Penetho  (M.  J.  Bentley)  $207."  \Miat  does  that  entry 
show  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  unable  to  say,  unless  possibly  I  may  have 
written  Ives  or  asked  him  to  pay  Mary  Penetho  $207. 

Senator  Curtis.  Would  not  that  indicate  he  had  paid  it  to  youf 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cvrtis.  That  would  indicate  it  from  that  charge? 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  think  that  indicates  that  he  paid  to  Mary 
Penetho  $207  for  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  so,  but  I  am  not  certain. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  of  this  money  did  you  borrow  from  Mary 
Penetho,  if  any  was  repaid  to  her  in  that  way  by  Ives? 

Mr.  Bentley.  None  of  it,  unless  this  is  it,  and  that  may  have  been 
on  some  other  account.  I  do  not  know.  You  may  find  the  credit 
there  where  he  may  have  collected  it  for  her. 

Mr-  Embry.  Here  is  an  item  of  July  13 :  "  Paid  M.  J.  Bentley 
draft,  $1,250." 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  That  is  a  part  of  the  money  received  from  Johnny 
Mine's  allotment.     I  received  that  at  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Embry.  Of  date  August  2,  '^Draft  M.  J.  Bentley,  $6,000?" 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  $4,000  of  that  $6,000  is  secured  by  a  mort- 

fage,  as  Ives  testified,  some  more  money  loaned  me.  The  other  $'2,000 
Irs.  Bentley  returned  to  Ives,  as  I  understand. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  in  making  up  your  account  you  can  very  easily 
indicate  in  your  schedule  such  items  as  you  received  from  these 
accounts  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  are  only  two  or  three  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  So  that  the  two  can  be  compared? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  all  the  money  I  received  for  Indian  lands 
came  through  Ives.     I  have  not  sold  any. 

Mr.  Emhky.  Under  date  of  October  81,  "To  cash,  J.  H.  Everest, 
per  attached  copy  of  statement,  $04.40."  Xow,  the  copy  of  statement 
appears  to  be  a  transaction  with  Everest  for  some  legal  work;  was  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  perhaps  a  trip  here  to  Washin^on,  and 
Everest  worked  in  numerous  lawsuits  tliat  he  had  been  lookmg  after. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  not  Ives  state  before  this  committee  that  he 
had  secured  Everest  to  come  on  here  and  help  get  some  patents 
issued  ? 

ilr.  Bentley.  Everest  came  and  was  paid  $500  and  expenses. 
That  may  be  a  part  of  it.  I  paid  a  part  of  it  and  Ives  paid  a  part  of 
it.  The  item  to  Penetho,  I  think,  was  to  reimburse  me  for  the  part  I 
paid  to  Everest.     I  am  not  certain. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  this  copy  there  is  this  entry:  "  To  balance  Shawnee 
township  account,  $338.      What  is  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  what  that  is.  That  is  probably  part  of 
the  Everest  fee  and  expenses  that  Ives  paid,  and  the  other  $500 
must  be  for  services  in  something  else. 

Mr.  Embry.  October  19  there  is  this  entrv :  "  Services,  Ticer  sale, 
$200."    What  is  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  Everest's  connnission  for  aiding  Ives  in  tlie 
sale  of  a  piece  of  land  up  tliere. 

ilr.  E:^inRY.  Tlien  Everest  also  received  a  commission  additional  to 
his  legal  services  in  selling  land  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  has  been  paid  for  land  he  has  sold  5  per  cent. 
If  it  was  not  paid  we  could  not  have  sold  any  of  it.  Everest  is 
known  as  a  sound  land  lawyer  and  title  lawyer  m  that  country,  and 
where  he  passes  on  a  title  people  will  buy  the  land.  They  will  not 
buy  it  on  the  examination  of  some  other  attorney,  and  we  pay  him 
for  making  a  sale  5  per  cent  as  a  fee  or  conmiission.  I  do  not  know 
how  you  term  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  an  entry  under  date  of  December  22 :  "  By 
cash,  Everest,  to  apply  on  Bentley  notes,  $585.35."    What  is  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  borrowed  from  Everest  in  August,  1906,  $5,000, 
for  which  Mrs.  Bentley  gave  her  note  and  a  mortgage  on  some  land 
that  was  held  in  trust,  and  when  some  money  came  into  Ives's  hands 
for  the  sale  of  some  land  he  applied  it  to  that  note  and  mortgage.  I 
want  to  state  that  that  $5,000  was  borrowed  from  Everest  to  reim- 
burse my  overdrafts  at  the  Border  National  Bank,  where  I  had  paid 
to  Indians,  or  advanced  certain  Indians  money  on  land  who  had 
made  deeds  to  me  at  Eagle  Pass;  about  $13,000  was  paid  to  Indians 
there. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  San  Francisco  plantation — ^you  had  the  title  to 
that  tract  of  land? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  also  in  mv  grip  here  the  deed  to 
the  tract  to  the  Indians.  If  Senator  La  Follette  has  not  seen  those 
papers  I  would  like  him  to  see  them.  I  have  the  original  papers 
here. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  now  dei)osited  at  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  the  con- 
tract conveying  the  San  Francisco  plantation  to  you,  or  the  deed  to 
you  i 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  that  contract  here.  I  have  three  instruments 
pertaining  to  the  San  Francisco  ranch.     I  have,  first,  the  deed. 

Mr.  Embry.  (^onveyin^  it  to  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Conveying  it  to  me.  Then  the  contract  that  I  will 
deed  it  to  certain  Indians  when  it  can  be  done. 

Mr.  Embry.  VTlmt  Indians  are  they? 

Mr.  Bextley.  They  ai'e  the  original  seven  referi'ed  to  in  the  act 
of  March  3,  1905.  Then  I  have  an  instrument  drawn  very  recently, 
in  November,  I  think,  or  October. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  this  year? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  and  an  authorization  from  six  of  those 
seven  Indians  authorizing  me  to  sell  that  land  at  Muzquiz  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  other  hinds  farther  west,  where  they  now  live. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  this  contract  which  you  have  shown  you  hold 
in  trust  for  the  Indians,  when  was  that  executed? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Just  as  soon  as  I  luiew  the  deed  had  been  delivered 
and  paid  for  at  the  bank.  When  I  left  Mexico  I  had  made  the  trade 
for  this  land  and  paid  $10,000  ilexican,  $5,000  and  something;  I  have 
the  checks  here.  Pending  the  execution  of  this  deed  I  employed  an 
attorney  and  gave  him  a  power  of  attorney  to  go  where  the  owners 
were  and  see  that  a  proper  deed  was  made,  instructed  the  bank  to 
pay  when  the  deed  should  be  delivered  to  the  bank  certified  as 
correct,  and  a  proper  deed  to  this  attorney.  Then  they  shouhl  pay 
the  grantor  in  the  deed  $5,500  more,  I  believe.  As  soon  as  I  had 
notice  from  the  bank  that  a  proper  deed  had  been  delivered  and  paid 
for,  I  immediately  executed  a  contract  with  the  Indians  to  forward 
it  to  the  bank  and  asked  that  it  be  attached  to  the  deed. 

Jfr.  Embry.  What  date  was  that,  if  you  can  approximate  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  the  original  papers  here. 

Mr,  P^MBRY.  Give  me  the  date  of  the  deed  fii-st,  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  deed  to  me? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes. 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  dated  on  the  12th  day  of  something.  It  is  in 
Spanish.    I  have  a  translation  of  it  here  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  date  of  the  contract  to  convey  it  back  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  that  is  the  6th  of  February,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken. The  first  check  given  in  that  purchase  was  February  -2,  1000, 
for  $2,063  Mexican  money.  The  next  one  is  the  same  date  for  $2,063. 
My  recollection  now  is  that  I  came  direct  to  Shawnee  after  making 
these  payments.  It  is  alreadv  shown  in  the  record.  On  P'ebruary  3 
I  drew  a  check  to  Koman  Galan  for  $5,037  Mexican  money.  My  rec- 
ollection is  I  came  then  direct  to  Shawnee,  Okla.  After  making  these 
payments  I  knew  the  deed  would  come  there  and  I  sent  it  back  to 
the  bank  to  be  attached  when  the  deed  might  be  presented.  Here 
are  all  the  checks,  numerous  checks,  receipts,  and  items  of  payment 
that  I  made  in  Mexico  as  required  by  law  down  there.    The  total 
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paid  by  check  and  for  which  I  have  vouchers  in  this  envelope  is 
$11,478.81. 

Air.  E^inRY.  I  want  to  ask  yon  some  thinors  about  your  finances 
.  which  I  am  skipping  until  we  get  the  schedules.    I^t  me  turn  to  that 
controversy  between  you  and  Thackerv  about   the  appointment  of 
guardians  for  Indian  minors.     What  al)Out  that? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  There  was  nothing  about  it ;  only  Thackeiy  said  I 
was  not  a  proper  person  to  be  appointed  guardian  for  an  Indian. 

Mr.   Embky.  You  wanted  to  oe  appointed  guardian   for  several 
Indian  minors? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  was  already  appointed  guardian  for  several  In- 
dian minors. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many? 

Mr.  Bextley.  At  least  the  mothers  of  the  children  had  asked  for 
my  appointment. 

Mr.  Emery.  Has  that  exhibit  Ix^en  sent  to  the  printer? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  mother  of  these  chiUh*en  whose  money  is  now 
being  held  by  WiHard  Johnston  pajre  10  of  Thackery  Exhibit  Xo.  1G8. 
Mr.  Thackery  in  opposing  me  ni  getting  the  court  to  appoint 
guardians  over  the  protest  of  the  niot hers  of  these  children — ^the 
result  has  boon  that  $'28,r)90.:24  of  thes(^  Indians'  money  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  WiUard  Johnston.  I  did  not  feel  then  nor  do  I  now 
that  Johnston  was  a  proi)er  perscm  to  hold  that  incmey.  I  stated  to 
Thackery  that  in  any  instance  where  I  was  appointed  guardian  not 
only  myself,  but  as  far  as  I  coiild  insist,  that  the  courts  require  a 
surety  compsuiy  bond  and  I  felt  very  certain  that  the  money  would 
have  been  as  safe  in  my  hands  under  that  arrangement  as  it  was  in 
Mr.  Johnston's. 

Mr.  P^^rBRY.  You  know  that  action  has  been  brought  to  compel 
Johnstcm's  account  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  aware  of  that,  and  I  regret  that 
Thackery  in  his  eagerness  to  get  the  money  out  of  Johnston's  hands 
has  taken  one  of  those  heirs  worth  $10,000  and  had  her  married  to 
a  worthless  Pottawatomie  Indian  down  there. 

Mr.  E>rBRY.  How  do  you  know  Thackery  had  her  married  for  that 
purpose? 

Mr.  Bentley.  She  told  me  he  took  her  over  there  to  the  country 
and  had  her  married.  The  man  came  to  me  complaining  and  said 
that  Thackery  said  when  they  got  married  Johnston  would  pay  the 
money  over  to  the  woman. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  appointed  guardian  for  any  of  the  minors? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  three  or  four. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  were  they  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  was  appointed  guardian  for 

Senator  Ctrtis.  Are  you  still  guardian? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir:  by  some  action  that  Thackery  brought  it 
was  held  they  already  had  a  guardian.  Mr.  Grimes's  man  took  my 
place. 

Mr.  Embry.  "WTio  is  he? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Hale. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  Hale  guardian  now? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  so ;  and  in  the  other  case  I  am  guardian  for 
Nah-ah-che-thot. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  you  guardian  now? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  he  any  funds? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  a  dollar  ever  came  into  my  hands.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  have  paid  out  many  dollars.  That  is  the  ward  over  whose 
land  a  controversy  has  arisen,  and  Mr.  Thackery,  in  trying  to  sustain 
Grimes  on  the  land,  has  blocked  us  from  receiving  any  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  the  Department  is  holding  the  money? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  who  is  holding  it.  The  man  or 
tenant  now  holding  the  land  is  paying  court  expenses. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understand  that  the  purchaser  of  this  land  put 
lip  the  money? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  money  for  the  80  acres  sold  that  was  paid  for 
and  went  to  this  fellow  Quen-ne-po-that  that  we  were  talking  about 
this  morning. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  understand  that  Grimes  pretends  to  have  bought 
at  the  agencv  sale  a  tract  of  land  that  belongs  to  your  ward  and  you 
are  antagonizing  that  deed  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  I  brought  an  action  to  set  it  aside. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  Grimes  advanced  the  money  to  pay  for  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  what  is  the  ground  of  your  action  to  set  aside 
that  deed? 

Mr.  Beni-ley.  The  ground  is  that  the  grantor  in  that  deed  was 
not  an  heir ;  he  had  no  right  or  title  in  or  to  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  the  wrong  Indian  sold  the  land  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  They  claimed  if  the  Department  approved 
it  it  must  be  correct,  and  must  stand. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  make  any  complaints  that  the  sale  price  was 
insufficient  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  make  no  charge  in  that  regard  whatever. 
Probably  the  land  brought  approximately  what  it  was  worth  at  the 
time. 

Jfr.  Embry.  It  is  a  question  of  identifying  the  heir? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  a  question  of  title.  One  Kickapoo  made  the 
sale  as  sole  heir  of  a  deceased  minor  child  in  whom  the  title  did  not 
rest. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  a  Kickapoo  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.    Your  ward  is  a  Kickapoo? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Both  the  Indian  claimants  to  this  land  were  Kick- 
apoos  ? 

Mr.  Benixey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  would  be  no  official  duty  of  the  agent  greater 
to  one  than  the  other,  would  there? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  No:  but  then  there  is  no  defense  that  can  be  of- 
fered.   Quen-ne-po-that  got  the  money  and  spent  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  Grimes  had  bought  the  land  from  the  wrong  In- 
dian, it  would  not  hurt  your  Indian. 

Mr.  Bentley.  But  if  the  Government  dismissed  me  as  guardian 
and  dismissed  my  suit,  what  would  be  done? 

Mr.  Embry.  That  has  not  been  done. 
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Mr.  Benti^y.  An  effort  has  been  made.  Thackery  has  been  in 
court  two  or  three  times,  because  I  was  not  a  satisfactoi-y  guardian 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Two  years  or  more. 

Mr.  Embky.  And  the  case  is  now  pending  in  the  Territorial  su- 
preme court  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  that  phase  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  phase  is  evidently  involved  in  the  heirship? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  case  was  penaing,  but  has  never  been  tried. 
That  is  the  case  in  which  Grimes  gave  notice  he  would  take  testimonj 
at  Thackery's  office  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  this  month.  I  think  a 
very  mean  advantage  has  been  taken  of  me  and  my  ward  in  this 
case,  because  unless  Thackery  called  the  witnesses  Grimes  could  not 
get  their  testimony. 

Mr.  Embry.  About  what  time  in  this  month? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  24th  and  25th  of  last  month. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  appear  at  the  time  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  could  not.     I  was  here  in  Washington. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  anybody  to  appear  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Everest  should  have  appeared,  but  whether  he 
did  or  did  not  I  do  not  know.  I  have  a  letter  from  him  in  which  he 
refers  to  the  matter.  He  says,  November  22,  1905 — Levi  J.  Pipher. 
Pipher  afterwards  forwarded  the  letter  to  me. 

Dkar  Sir:  Grimes  has  served  notice  on  ns  thnt  lie  is  goinj?  to  take  a  lot  of 
depositions  In  Pipher  i\  Grimes  and  also  in  Nah-ah-ohe-thot  r.  (Jrlmes,  at  Thack- 
ery's office,  November  24  and  25.  It  is  Rolnp  to  be  necessary  for  one  or  the 
other  of  us  to  be  there  to  cross-examine  the  witnesses.  It  might  be  a  good  thing 
for  you  to  be  present  to  give  iwinters  on  the  cross-examination.  I  think 
Grimes  is  poing  to  rnn  in  a  lot  of  Indians  on  the  question  of  whether  or  not 
Qnen-nep-po-that  is  the  legal  father  of  I^eonard  Lunt  and  Nah-ah-che-thot.  It 
will  be  necessary  also  to  have  some  money  to  pay  expenses. 

Now,  the  committee  will  recall  the  attitude  of  the  Indians  at 
Shawnee.  They  would  not  talk  to  Grimes,  or  have  anything  to  do 
with  him.    The  depositions  of  all  the  Indians  which  were  taken 

Mr.  Embry.  In  this  case? 

Mr.  Bentlky.  Yes,  «ir;  were  fuvorable  to  mj'  ward,  and  (Jrimes 
taking  them  over  to  Thackery's  office  and  taking  their  depositions,  it 
is  evident  they  will  reverse  themselves,  and  Thackery,  while  per- 
haps not  defending  Grimes  directly,  is  trying  to  sustain  the  errone- 
ous deed  at  the  Department,  which  is  all  against  m}^  ward. 

Mr.  Embry.  Xow,  for  what  other  minor  are  you  guardian? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  at  this  time  only  guardian  for  one. 

Mr.  P]mbry.  You  were  appointed  for  this  one  in  1901  or  1902, 
which? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  was  1901.  My  recollection  is  it  was 
while  I  was  agent. 

Mr.  E^rBRY.  Your  recollection  is  it  was  while  you  were  agent  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then,  that  habit  of  appointing  guardians  for  Indian 
minors  was  in  vogue  while  you  were  down  there.  It  was  not  a  new 
rule? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  He  never  had  anything  to  do  with  my  appoint- 
ment. I  thought  the  boy's  estate  was  not  being  proi>erly  handled, 
and  I  sought  to  be  appointed  guardian  to  protect  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  did  Jim'Deer  leave  there  to  go  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  must  have  left  in  1903  or  1904. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  swore  four  years  ago. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  was  it  that  Thackery  was  appointed  guardian 
of  Jim  Deer's  child? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  is  not.  He  probably  was  appointed  guardian. 
If  he  has  been  appointed  guardian  of  Jim  Deers  boy,  it  has  been 
some  recent  thing. 

Mr.  E^fBRY.  There  is  something  in  the'  testimony  somewhere  to 
the  effect  that  Jim  Deer  complained  that  Thackery  was  appointed 
or  caused  somebody  to  be  appointed  ^ardian  of  his  child  ? 

The  Chairman.  That  was  a  long  time  ago.  v 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  before  Jim  went  to  Mexico.  He  was 
living  there  contentedly  on  his  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  the  guardian  of  that  child  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Vincent.    Thackery  adopted  a  new  rule  there  for  a 

fuardian  of  Indian  children  where  the  father  or  mother  were  living. 
Jp  to  that  time  no  such  thing  was  ever  thought  of.  The  child  m 
this  instance  was  an  imbecile  and  required  the  constant  care  of  some- 
body, and  Thackery  let  Mr.  Vincent  become  guardian  of  that  child 
and  other  minor  Kickapoos  whose  parents  were  living,  and,  of  course, 
the  parents  were  excluded  from  any  benefits  in  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  the  Department  rule  or  Thackery's  rule? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  whose  rule  it  was,  but  I  knew  it  was 
wrong  where  the  parents  were  occupying  land,  and  especially  where 
the  child  was  an  mibecile 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  1902  you  and  Thackery  had 
some  controversy  about  that?  You  wanted  to  be  appointed  for  a 
number  of  minors  and  Thackerv  objected.    Is  not  that  true? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir:  a  number  of  mothers  sought  to  have  me  ap- 
pointed guardian  of  their  children,  and  Thackery  opposed  it,  and  in 
this  case  spoken  of  here,  shown  on  page  19,  is  one  of  those  instances 
where  the  mothers  of  these  children  went  into  court  and  decided  who 
should  be  elected  guardian,  and  Thackery  opposed  them,  and  John- 
son was  appointed. 

Mr.  Embry.  These  were  people  who  had  gone  to  Mexico,  and  yon 
wanted  to  be  appointed  guardian  of  their  land  ? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  No,  sir;  Mary  Penetho,  whose  children  were  the 
principal  beneficiaries,  never  went  to  Mexico.    She  is  in  Shawnee  yet. 

Mr.  E^fBRY.  Was  she  expecting  to  go  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  she  has  never  shown  any  disposition  to  go 
to  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  not  the  controversy  between  you  and  Thackery 
about  this  guardianship;  that  you  wanted  to  be  appointed  guardian 
of  the  children  whose  parents  went  to  Mexico,  so  that  you  could 
collect  the  rent  of  the  children's  land  in  Oklahoma  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  that  the  Mexican  feature  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  that.  I  know  I  came  here  before  the  full  Indian 
Committee  of  the  Senate  and  represented  to  them  that  those  nunoi-« 
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who  were  nonresidents  in  Mexico  should  be  permitted  to  lea^e  their 
lands  through  the  natural  guardians. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  in  1902  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  later ;  but  the  committee  agreed  that  they 
should  be  under  their  own  management  and  control.  This  contro- 
versy as  to  Mary  Penetho  and  her  children  about  $20,000 — she  is  not 
a  Mexican  Kickapoo:  she  is  a  Kansas  Kickapoo. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  stated  something  about  the  conduct  of  Scx>thorn. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  time  you  were  indicted  Mr.  Scothorn  came 
down  there  as  prosecuting  attorney. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  was  attending  the  grand  jury. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  exhibit  any  feeling  against  you  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  he  did.  I  could  not  feel  otherwise.  He 
told  me  there  was  nothing  in  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  he  let  you  escape  without  prosecution  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Why  should  a  United  States  attorney  procure  an 
indictment  against  you  and  say  in  the  face  of  it  there  was  nothing 
in  it? 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  procured  the  indictment? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Scothorn  and  Thackery.  But  anybody  who  knew 
anything  about  the  circumstances  would  know  there  was  no  occa- 
sion  

Mr.  Embry.  You  are  certain  Scothorn  was  the  one  who  procured 
.  the  indictment  against  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  that  he  is  the  one,  but  I  have  talked 
with  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Talked  it  over  with  him  before  or  after  the  indict- 
ment? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Before  and  after,  (reorge  Outcelt  was  the  United 
States  commissioner  at  that  time.  Outcelt  treated  it  as  a  joke; 
said  he  never  arrested  me  for  stealing  mules;  that  the  Department 
was  after  me.     I  was  never  tried. 

The  Chairman.  Was  Scothorn,  the  lawyer,  before  the  grand  jur\"? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  my  recollection  he  was.  Scothorn  had  me 
indicted  for  giving  beer  to  a  white  man  who  was  an  Indian  by  adop- 
tion, not  by  blood,  without  regard  to  law  or  anything  else.  I  should 
like  to  have  been  tried  on  some  of  those  counts,  but  they  never  tried 
me.  The  Indians  suffered  more  than  I  did.  I  had  to  come  back 
to  court  every  time  and  had  to  spend  their  money  in  going  back 
and  forth. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  said  something  this  morning  about  Thackery 's 
expense  account  showing  that  Conine  was  employed  at  the  time 
Grimes  was  using^  him.     What  is  the  basis' of  that  statement? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  this,  as  shown  by  my  statement  in  the  com- 
mittee print  on  page  4,  on  the  22d  day  of  June.  At  the  time  alluded 
to  in  my  statement  on  page  4  Conme  was  there  assisting  Grimes 
and  Brown,  and  I  understood  Mr.  Thackery's  Indian  account,  which 
is  probably  in  the  record  somewhere,  shows  that  he  was  in  Thackery's 
pav  on  that  day. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  what  day  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  22d  day  of  June,  1906.  Of  course  I  do  not 
know  why  Thackery  should  have  paid  him  for  that  day.  I  have  no 
suggestion  to  offer. 
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Senator  Curtis.  That  would  be  tnie  of  every  day  he  had  him, 
when  he  was  under  the  employ  of  these  other  people  by  the  month 
at  $150  per  month  for  the  same  month  that  Thaekery  paid  him  for 
ten  or  twelve  days'  work.  Thackery  paid  him  $30  for  work  during 
the  same  period  he  was  on  the  pa}'^  roll  of  these  other  people  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  fact  of  it  is  that  for  those  particular  days  that 
Thackery  paid  him  for  he  was  assisting  Grimes  to  rob  the  Indians 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  that  personally? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  am  speaking  from  the  record  as.  to  the  pay  and 
from  personal  knowledge  as  to  what  he  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  know  of  it  personally  ? 

The  Chairman.  You  do  not  mean  Thackery.     You  mean  Conine. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Conine. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  know  about  Grimes? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  read  from  page  4 : 

On  June  22,  at  Baroteran  station,  Mexico,  I  overheard  a  conversation  be- 
tween L.  C.  Grimes  and  Al  Brown.  I  was  sitting  in  a  caboose  in  the  freight 
yard  and  these  men  left  the  passenger  station,  appar^itly  seeking  some  secluded 
place  where  they  might  talk  uninterruptedly.  They  went  behind  this  caboose, 
where  they  talked  for  some  time.  I  sat  In  the  comer  near  a  window,  not  more 
than  3  feet  from  them,  and  could  distinctly  hear  all  they  said. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  your  statement? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  mj  statement.  At  that  time  Conine  was 
also  present  about  the  station  aasisting  them  in  trying  to  get  the 
Indians  away  from  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  at  Baroteran  at  the  time  you  were  seeking 
to  e.scape  the  country  ? 

Mr.  JBentley.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  seeking  to  escape  anybody  at 
that  time.     It  was  before  my  arrest. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Conine  there  that  day? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  state  that  in  your  statement;  do  you 
know  he  was  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  saw  him  there.  He  came  with  the  policemen  and 
took  those  Indians  away  from  me,  and  I  think  there  is  a  telegram 
in  the  record  from  him  to  Guajardo  or  Outcelt  or  somebody  that  I 
had  gotten  the  Indians  away  from  him  finally. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Outcelt  there  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  said  Outcelt  was  there.     You  mean  Conine? 

Mr.  Ben'h^ey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Outcelt  was  not  there  that  day  ? 

Mr.  BRN'n.EY.  I  did  not  know  it  at  the  time.  The  record  will 
probably  disclose  that  Outcelt  was  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  asking  you  what  you  know  ?  You  did  not  see 
him  there  that  day  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  was  there  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  but  I  think  the  record  will  show  he  came 
down  there  that  day. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  record  will  show  without  you  disclosing  what 
you  think. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  did  not  see  him,  but  am  entitled  to  cite  the  record. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  saw  Conine? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  Grimes? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embky.  Did  you  see  anyone  else? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo  other  white  man  that  I  recall,  except  Edwin 
Ludlow. 

Mr.  Embry.  Can  you  tuFn  to  Mr.  Thackery's  expense  account 
there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  I  can. 

Mr.  EiiBRY.  Do  you  know  what  date  it  was  when  Thackery  left 
Eagle  Pass  for  Oklahoma,  to  return  to  Oklahoma? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  remember.    I  was  not  there  when  he  left 

Mr.  Embry.  What  does  the  record  show — do  you  know  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  recall. 

Senator  Ci'Rtis.  This  account  shows  that  on  the  24:th  of  June  he 
bought  a  ticket. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  the  day  he  must  have  left. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Thackery  came  to  Muzquiz  once  while  I  was  in 
prison  and  was  advised  to  drive  at  night  to  get  there  quick. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  vou  see  Thackery  on  the  day  you  were  acquitted, 
on  the  29th? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  not  be  positive  about  that,  but  it  is  my  recol- 
lection that  he  was  around  there  that  day. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  at  Muzquiz,  were  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  think  he  was  th^re  that  day? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  him  during  the  time  I  was  in 
prison.     I  saw  him  outside  through  the  grates  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  that  he  was  advised  that  this  roan 
Conine  was  in  the  employ  of  these  other  people,  do  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  had  no  knowledge  on  that  subject  as  to 
what  he  knew  about  Conine.  Outcelt  and  all  of  them  were  around 
there  together.  Thackery  held  himself  aloof  from  them  and  did 
not  go  into  saloons,  as  they  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  three  or  four  Americans  being  in 
Muzquiz  would  naturally  drift  together  imless  they  were  especially 
odious  to  each  other? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  the  character  of  the  people  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  large  a  place  is  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Ten  thousand. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  Xow,  this  place  where  the  hotels  were,  what  hotels 
were  there  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Two  good  hotels:  probably  no  difference  in  them; 
one  off  from  one  corner  of  the  plaza,  and  one  off  from  the  other. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  one  plaza  between  the  two  hotels? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir:  that  is  the  way  of  good  hotels. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  was  in  May  and  June? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Naturally  the  guests  from  the  hotels  would  drift 
into  the  plaza? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  not  unusual  to  see  anybody  out  in 
the  plaza,  but  the  storm  center  seemed  to  be  Outcelt's  office  and  the 
saloon  under  his  office. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Where  was  his  office? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Upstairs  over  a  saloon. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  relation  had  the  saloon  to  the  hotel,  if  any?^ 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  same  man  who  ran  the  hotel  had  rooms  upstairs. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  the  same  building? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  an  unusual  thing  to  see  a  saloon  down  there 
in  a  hotel? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  not  unusual. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  his  office  was  upstairs  on  the  second  floor? 

Mr.  BENTiiEY.  Immediatelj'^  over  the  saloon. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  it  belonged  to  the  hotel,  a  part  of  the  hotel? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  room? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  you  say  that  the  storm  center  seemed  to  be  Out- 
celt's  office.     How  many  times  did  you  observe  that  fact? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Grimes  and  Beatty  and  Brown  and  the  drunken 
Indians,  everybody  who  seemed  to  congregate  around  that  saloon 
were  upstairs — were  up  and  down,  in  and  out  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  vou  see  them  congregate  in  and  out  of  Outcelt's 
office? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  stayed  in  the  saloon  most  of  the  time,  and  when 
he  was  in  his  room  they  congregated  around  there.  Outcelt  was  in 
company  with  (Jrimes  more  than  anybody  else. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  times  did  you  see  Outcelt  in  that  saloon? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Eveiy  time  I  was  in  town. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  how  many  times? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  could  not  tell.  . 

Mr.  Embry.  Approximately? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  suppose  four  or  five  times  while  I  was  there.  A 
good  manv  days  I  drove  in  in  the  afternoon  and  in  the  evening 
would  go  back  into  the  Indian  camp. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  think  you  saw  him  in  the  saloon  every  time  you 
were  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  T  would  l)e  there  very  long  before 
I  would  see  him.  T  saw  him  once  in  his  room.  I  went  up  to  his 
room  and  tried  to  reason  with  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  time  did  you  see  him  except  in  his  room? 

Mr.  Bentley.  In  the  plaza. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  expect  I  met  him  in  the  plaza  two  or  three  times, 
and  I  saw  him  out  at  the  Indian  camp. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  any  distinct  recollection  of  seeing  him  in 
the  saloon  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir:  I  am  very  positive. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  times,  and  on  what  occasion  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  can  not  give  the  exact  classification.  It  was  a 
general  thing. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  you  not  trying  to  draw  on  your  general  recollec- 
tion without  having  distinct  knowledge? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir.  As  to  Outcelt  l)eing  drunk  in  Muzquiz,  and 
drunk  at  the  bar  where  the  Indians  stood  up  and  drank,  I  observed 
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it  several  times.    I  do  not  want  to  say  it  was  two  times  or  five  times. 
I  saw  him  up  to  the  place  as  much  as  two  time$. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  saloon? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  looking  for  some  of  our  Indians  to 
get  them  away  from  some  of  those  fellows,  and  I  saw  him  there 
drunk  with  some  of  the  Indians.  I  do  not  want  to  say  he  may  have 
been  treating  the  Indians,  but  he  was  there  drinking  with  the  white 
men  and  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  you  say  you  went  to  his  room  to  talk  with  him 
on  one  occasion.    What  did  you  and  he  discuss. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  record  he  had. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  record  touching  those  seven  allotments? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  and  the  testimony  given  here  before  the  Sen- 
ate committee.  He  had  a  full  knowledge  of  all  that  had  been  stated, 
apparently. 

Mr.  E^tBRY.  Did  he  tell  you  then  he  had  come  to  make  an  investi- 
gation of  the  seven  allotments? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  He  told  me  he  had  come  there  to  break  up  our  busi- 
ne&s,  as  he  put  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  you  tell  him? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  told  him  if  he  was  fair,  so  far  as  our  affairs  in 
these  matters  were  concerned,  I  had  no  objection  to  any  Indian  com- 
ing to  Muzquiz  to  testify. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  say  about  wanting  to  make  this  investi- 
gation of  these  seven  allotments  ? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  He  did  not  say  very  much  about  the  investigation. 
He  said  he  was  going  to  take  testimony  when  he  got  ready. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  wanted  to  go  to  the  Indian 
camp  and  interrogate  them  there.? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  refused  to  take  their  testimony  in  Muzquiz. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  wanted  to  go  to  the  Indian  camp  and  take  their 
testimony  there  and  you  objected  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  the  Indians  objected. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  those  Indians  had  been  doing  what  you  wanted 
them  to  do  f 

Mr.  Benti^y.  In  some  things;  in  many  things  they  were  not.  The 
Indians  themselves  went  to  the  authorities  and  protested  against  Out- 
celt  coming  into  their  camp.  Not  only  that,  but  they  raised  a  row 
with  the  Indians  coming  in  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  mean  to  say  you  did  not  instigate  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  mean  to  say  that  I  was  out  of  the  camp  when  Out- 
celt  came. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  mean  to  sav  you  did  not  instigate  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  mean  to  say  tliat  when  Outcelt  was  first  ordered 
from  the  camp  the  Indians  acted  on  their  own  initiative;  yes,  sir.  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  PiMBRY.  Why  did  you  not  make  arrangements  for  his  coming 
to  the  camp  and  taking  their  depositions  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  had  no  faith  in  his  purpose.  I  believed  then,  as 
I  do  now  and  as  I  know  now,  that  he  was  there  to  assist  Grimes  to 
beat  these  Indians  out  of  their  lands. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  did  you  not  make  arrangements  for  Thackery  to 
come  out  there  and  take  the  depositions? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Thackery  and  I  did  not  have  any  conversation  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  Embky.  Anyway,  you  did  not  aid  them  in  the  investigation  as 
to  those  seven  allotments? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  never  made  any  investigation,  as  I  understand 
it.    They  called  it  an  investigation,  however. 

Mr.  ICmbry.  Now,  there  was  something  said  here  in  your  testi- 
mony about  a  letter  to  Senator  Teller,  wnich  has  been  referred  to. 
I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Indians  dictated  that  letter  through 
their  clerk? 

Mr.  Benixey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  their  clerk  ?  • 

Mr.  Bentley.  E.  P.  Emey. 

Mr.  Embry.  Emey. was  in  your  emplov,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Indians,  and  paid  from 
their  funds. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  Paid  by  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  was  clerk  for  the  Indians ;  I  paid  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  yourself  and  Emey  and  Mr.  Gostin  and  Mr. 
Ives,  all  associated  in  this  matter? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Gostin  is  only  an  employee  of  the  Indians.  He  is 
their  farmer.    Mr.  Ives  is  one  of  their  trustees. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  are  kind  of  general  manager  of  all.  Is  not 
that  a  fact? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Indians  looked  to  me  for  everything. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  Emey  could  not  have  tieen  there  at  that 
time  without  your  consent  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  was  employed  and  taken  there  by  me  as  clerk 
to  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  your  clerk  to  those  Indians.  That  is  a  correct 
designation  of  it,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  so.  That  is  hardly  a  proper  designa- 
tion, because  while  he  was  employed  by  me  he  was  employed  for  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  knew  your  feelings  and  your  expectations  and 
all  your  plans  with  reference  to  these  Indians,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  can  not  say  he  did.  He  Tvas  a  faithful  clerk  and 
there  was  no  more  harmonious  fellow  anywhere. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  were  you  when  this  letter  was  written? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  the  Indians  got  together  and  had 
prei)ared  a  letter  in  a  shambling  way,  devoid  of  dates  and  so  on,  and 
I  think  I  supplied  them  some  dates. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  present  at  the  time  and  aided  in  the  prep- 
aration of  that  letter  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  not  the  body  of  the  letter.  They  got  to- 
gether and  told  Erney  what  they  wanted  to  say  and  represent,  and 
then  I  saw  that  it  was  put  into  the  proper  form. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  then  Erney  reduced  it  to  writing  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  about  this  new  Indian  tribal  roll ;  that  is  what 
you  call  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  a  new  roll,  a  new  tribe. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  purpose  was  to  secure  the  signature  of  those 
Indians  expecting  to  remain  in  Mexico  to  that  roll? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Their  election. 

Mr.  J^MBKY.  It  was  understood  quite  well,  at  least  at  that  time, 
that  before  they  could  sell  they  would  have  to  become  nonresidents 
of  the  United  States.    That  was  the  understanding  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  if  there  was  to  be  any  law,  and  they 
wanted  to  come  under  that  law,  they. would  have  to  be  nonresidents 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ekbry.  Now,  when  you  went  back  to  Mexico  some  of  these 
Indians  were  nonresidents  of  the  United  States  and  had  been  for 
some  time  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  a  large  per  cent  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  a  large  number  oi  them  were  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  have  ever  since  been  citizens  of  the  United  States  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Indian  that  came — ^the  one  that  followed 
Grimes — was  in  no  sense  a  nonresident.  He  was  merely  over  there 
to  aid  Grimes,  or  to  have  his  children  named,  or  to  look  around,  and 
did  not  come  there  to  stay. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  your  purpose  in  making  this  new  roll  was  this, 
was  it  not,  that  those  who  signed  the  roll  made  their  election  to 
become  members  of  the  new  tribe  and  nonresidents  of  the  United 
States? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  elected  to  take  up  their  residence  in  Mexico, 
notwithstanding  what  their  i-esidence  had  been  before? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  purpose  of  that  roll  was  a  declaration  of  resi- 
dency in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  To  put  tli^ir  lands  in  a  pool — to  hold  their  land  in 
common. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  not  some  of  these  Indians  misundei*stand  it  at 
first? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  that  they  did.  There  was  some 
schoolboys  that  Grimes  had  with  him  and  was  working  on  some  of 
them  to  sell  their  lands  to  Grimes.     They  refused  to  sign. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  was  some  confusion  down  in  your  camp  as  to 
the  signatures  on  this  roll? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  heard  the  testimony  of  Mills  and  some  of  the 
other  fellows? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  what  Mills  said  with  reference  to 
that ;  but  as  to  what  did  actually  happen  I  would  like  to  cite  a  word 
from  the  testimony  of  the  Mexican  policemen  who  were  there  at  the 
time. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Benti^y.  (Generally;  but  I  never  read  it,  perhaps,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter.  He  went  around  to  some  who  had  not  signed 
and  gave  them  notice  that  we  were  ready  for  them,  or  something  to 
that  effect.  He  said  no  harsh  means  were  used,  but  they  signed 
voluntarily. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  the  purpose  of  having  the  i>olice  there  if 
the  people  signed  voluntarily? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  policeman  was  nothing  more  than  a  laborer 
who  was  detailed  out  there  to  preserve  the  order  of  the  camp,  and  it 
did  not  mean  anything.  I  could  send  him  after  my  horse  or  anything 
else  I  wanted. 
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Mr.  Embry.  You  could  have  told  him  to  arrest  mp  if  I  had  been 
along  the  road  and  he  would  have  done  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Probably. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  not  that  his  purpose  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir.  If  you  were  down  there  at  the  camp  mak- 
ing a  disturbance  and  were  an  objectionable  person,  he  would  have 
arrested  you  and  have  taken  you  to  Muzquiz,  probably. 

Mr.  Embry.  Anyway,  you  had  him  there  at  the  time  this  new  roll 
was  signed  up  in  part? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  he  was  around  there.  There  are  probably 
very  few  instances  where  we  were  in  a  hurry  to  get  it  done.  As  the 
Indians  signed — ^there  were  160  signatures  of  them  to  that  paper 
finally,  ana  those  that  lived  close  were  called  in,  and  those  that  lived 
remote  around  the  edges  of  the  village  were  sent  for. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  a  real  fact  that  you  had  knowledge  at  the  time 
that  some  of  those  young  Indians  haci  gone  to  Outcelt  and  claimed 
you  had  threatened' them? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  came  to  me  and  said  that  Mr.  Outcelt  had 
prepared  a  paper  that  he  wanted  them*  to  sign,  and  Outcelt  wanted 
them  to  say  that  I  had  intimidated  them,  and  they  told  him  it  was 
not  correct.  They  stated  in  the  paper  to  Senator  Teller  that  the 
paper  that  he  had  there  for  them  to  sign  was  not  true. 

Mr.  Embry.  Does  the  record  show  what  they  said  to  the  court  up 
there  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  they  say  there  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Some  three  or  four  of  the  fellows  that  l)elonged  to 
the  Grimes  crowd,  through  Grimes's  interpreter,  stated  that  they 
had  been  compelled  to  do  so — that  is,  to  sign — but  when  they  came  in 
court  and  confronted  me  and  the  matter  was  explained  to  them  they 
denied  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  Grimes's  interpreter? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Mack  Johnson,  principally. 

Mr.  E^fBRY.  He  was  the  witness  who  testified  in  this  case? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  one  of  them  who  retracted  and  said  what  he 
said  was  not  true? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  With  reference  to  your  trial,  it  appears  yon  were 
charged  and  arraigned  and  had  some  form  of  trial,  and  then  at  a 
second  hearing,  or  some  subsequent  hearing — I  do  not  know  whether 
they  call  it  a  second  hearing  or  not — it  was  made  known  to  Outcelt 
what  paper  it  was  that  the  controversy  was  about,  was  it  not?  It 
was  at  that  time  explained  to  him  that  it  was  this  roll  he  was 
signing? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  have  to  explain  to  make  the  record  clear. 
The  trial  started  with  Johnson's  testimony.  Then  one  after  another 
Outcelt  brought  in  additional  Indians,  who  testified  to  something 
along  the  same  lines  and  made  their  statements.  When  that  was  in 
my  trial  opened  regularly  and  continued  until  I  was  discharged. 
The  onlv  interruption  in  the  trial  was  this,  that  in  the  middle  of 
the  trial  the  vacation  judge  before  whom  the  trial  had  been  first 
heard  was  discharged  and  another  judge  took  up  the  case.  There 
had  been  no  verdict  when  he  came,  and  he  called  Outcelt  to  him  to 
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know  whom  he  represented,  and  the  trial  went  forward  until  the 
court  issued  its  decree  that  I  was  not  guilty,  and  I  was  discharged. 
But  the  real  paper  that  had  been  signed  at  the  village,  it  is  true,  was 
not  offered  until  I  offered  it  in  evidence  as  to  what  I  had  been 
attempting  to  do  at  the  village. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  do  you  not  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  up 
to  the  time  in  the  stage  of  the  proceedings  when  you  were  permitted 
to  appear  that  the  whole  trial  and  charges  proceeded  on  the  theory 
that  you  had  compelled  these  men  to  sign  deeds  or  some  kind  of  a 
contract  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  true.  That  was  the  theory,  but  Outcelt 
well  knew  to  the  contrary,  because  these  Indians  were  urged  and 
begged  and  implored  and  driven  in  there  to  make  these  charges.  I 
was  right  over  where  Outcelt  talked  to  Homer  Anderson,  and  I  heard 
him  say,  "  Go  in  and  sign  and  help  us  out." 

Mr.  Emery.  Did  you  hear  Outcelt  say  that  to  Homer  Anderson? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  him  say  that  to  Homer  Anderson. 
Homer  Anderson  said,  ''  It  is  not  true ;  I  can  not  make  such  a  state- 
ment." 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  Anderson  go  in  and  sign  after  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  he  went  in  and  signed  afterwards.  ^Vhen 
he  was  called  upon  the  stand  he  stated  that  he  was  afraid  of  Outcelt. 
That  is  the  reason  he  signed. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  George  Outcelt  would 
not  hurt  anything,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  the  Indians  in  jail  and  the  conditions  that 

f)revailed  there  when  he  urged  tRose  Indians  to  sign,  a  timid  fellow 
ike  Anderson  could  be  frightened  by  him  to  sign. 

Mr.  Embry.  Those  Indians  had  been  around  there  twelve  or  fifteen 
years,  had  they  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embky.  There  had  never  been  anything  in  his  habits  or  con- 
duct to  cause  anyone  to  think  he  was  hurtful? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  was  drinking  around  there  in  saloons,  and  asso- 
ciated pretty  closely  with  the  Incfians. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  when  you  were  permitted  to  come  into  the  trial 
you  showed  it  was  this  roll  that  was  being  signed  and  not  deeds? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Indians  said  they  were  compelled  to  sign.  I 
offered  the  paper  in  evidence.  I  offered  the  copy  of  the  roll  to 
show  its  purport. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  at  this  sta<^e,  as  the  record  shows,  that  the 
judge  asked  Outcelt  if  that  would  be  a  binding  contract  in  this 
count  17  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  it  was  after  the  trial  was  over  when  he 
asked  him  was  there  anything  that  had  occurred  there,  that  had 
been  proven  in  his  court,  that  was  of  such  a  character  that  a  person 
would  be  convicted  under  if  he  had  been  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  Outcelt  say? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  said  ''  No.-'  You  should  recall  that  Outcelt 
says  I  was  convicted,  and  then  afterwards  that  I  was  retried  and 
discharged. 

At  4  o'clock  and  20  minutes  p.  m.  the  committee  adjourned  until 
December  5,  1907,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  December  5,  1907. 

The  si^bcommittee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Present:  Senators  Teller  (chairman),  Ciirtis,  and  La  Follette; 
also  Mr.  John  Embry,  United  States  attorney  for  Oklahoma,  and 
Mr.  M.  J.  Bentley,  representing  the  Mexican  Kickapoo  Indians. 

MARTIN  J.  BENTLEY  recalled  for  further  examination. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley,  as  to  the  record  which  you  have  ex- 
amined, touching  the  contest  of  Leonard  A.  Hampton,  the  first  page 
verified  July  80,  1901,  is  his  formal  contest,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  appears  to  be;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  three  succeeding  pages  appear  to  be  affidavits 
touching  the  truth  of  the  contest  allegations? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  those  were  certified  before  me,  I  think, 
or  taken  by  me. 

Mr.  P]3iBRY.  I  present,  as  following  these  what  appears  to  be  a 
deposit  slip,  showing  that  $500  was  deposited  by  Leonard  A.  Hamp- 
ton in  the  Oklahoma  State  Bank.  That  was  the  $500  which  Mr. 
Hampton  deposited  under  the  contract  referred  to  in  your  former 
testimony  ? 

Mr-  BentIuEy.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr-  Embry.  Following  thftt  is  what  appears  to  be  a  certificate  of 
deposit,  issued  by  the  Oklahoma  State  Bank,  dated  Shawnee,  Okla., 
July  3,  1001,  which  is  as  follows:  "This  is  to  certify  that  L.  A. 
Hampton  has  deposited  in  this  bank  $500,  payable  to  the  order  of  as 
per  contract  attached,  C.  J.  Benson."  I  have  abbreviated  that,  be- 
cause there  are  some  general  statements  there  that  do  not  pertain  to  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  appears  to  be  correct. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  the  back  of  this  is  the  signatures  of  L.  A.  Hamp- 
ton and  M.  J.  Bentley. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  correct.  The  indorsement  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  permitting  Hampton  to  withdraw  his  money,  but  no  part  of 
the  money  was  ever  paicl  to  me,  or  any  person  for  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  expression  in  the  certificate  of  deposit  "As  per 
contract  attached,"  refers  to  the  contract  which  was  deposited  with 
this  bank,  that  upon  Hampton  securing  his  homestead  filing  on  this 
tract  of  land  he  should  pay  Ives  $500. 

Mr.  Ben'ixey.  That  ma^^  have  been  the  purport  of  the  contract, 
though  the  contract  itself  ls  the  best  evidence. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  j'^ou  the  contract  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  your  recollection  of  the  contract? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  that  there  was  a  contract  attached 
carrying  out  the  apparent  face  of  the  check. 

Mr.  f^MBRY.  And  the  purport  of  that  contract  was  that  upon 
Hampton  securing  filing  on  this  tract  of  land  he  was  to  pay  Ives 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  bank  would  pay  this  to  Ives? 
Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  recollection. 
Mr.  Embry.  The  next  exhibit  attached  appears  to  be  a  small  check 
of  $10  from  Everest  to  Hampton. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 
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Mr.  Embry.  In  the  annexed  letter,  that  is  the  signature  of  Mr. 
Everest  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  appears  to  be  so,  but  that  is  a  matter  of  which 
I  have  no  knowledge. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  tlie  succeeding  letter  it  is  the  same? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  As  to  that,  it  is  a  matter  of  which  I  have  no 
knowledge. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  follows,  under  date  of  July  23,  1901,  what 
purports  to  be  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  W.  A.  Jones,  Commissioner, 
transmitting  to  you  this  contest  application  of  Leonard  A.  Hampton 
for  investigation  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  appears  to  be  regular. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  received  that  in  due  course  of  business,  did  vou 
not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  not  state  that  I  received  that  identical  let- 
ter, but  a  similar  letter  to  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  received  this  contest  in  the  manner  indicated  in 
the  application? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  letter  came  to  me  in  the  regular  way,  from  the 
Indian  Office. 

Mr.  Embry.  Following  this  appears  to  be  a  letter  dated  Shawnee, 
Okla.,  August  30,  1901,  to  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  from  Martin  J.  Bentley.    That  is  your  signature? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  your  letter? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Apparently. 

Mr.  Embry.  We  offer  this  letter  in  evidence,  which  is  marked 
"  Exhibit  R.  L.  M.,  No.  1." 

The  next  succeeding  three  pages  appear  to  be  proof  on  which  you 
base  your  findings. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  part  of  the  proof  upon  which  my  findings 
were  based. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  next  page  appears  to  be  a  letter  from  Mr.  Chester 
Howe,  in  announcing  his  appearance  as  attoraey  here  for  Hampton, 
does  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  so  appears.  I  have  no  knowledge,  however, 
of  that  letter. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  next  succeeding  page  appears  to  be  a  letter,  dated 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  15,  1902.  You  wrote  that  letter,  did 
you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  appears  to  be  my  signature. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  your  letter? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  letter. 

Mr.  Embry.  1  will  read  it.    It  is  very  short : 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  15,  190i. 
Mr.  Leonard  A.  Hampton. 

I)!]AR  Sir  and  Friend  :  I  found  your  case  tied  up  here  and  you  need  not  expect 
a  cancellation  for  at  least  a  month  yet.  I  got  It  under  way,  and  Mr.  Chester 
Howe  will  wire  you  when  it  Is  canceled. 

Most   respectfully,  M.   J.    Bentley. 

You  wrote  that  letter  to  Mr.  Hampton  ? 
ilr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  We  offer  here  the  letter  of  Frank  A.  Thackery,  super- 
intendent and  special  disbursing  agent,  to  the  honorable  Cominis- 
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sioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  Shawnee,  Okla.,  June  19,  1902, 
marked  "  Exhibit  R.  L.  M.,  No.  21."    You  know  what  it  is? 

Mr.  BENTi^y.  I  do  not  know  that  I  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  wish  to  look  at  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  After  you  are  through. 

The  Chairman.  You  can  first  offer  these  letters  and  then  let  him 
look  them  all  over. 

Mr.  Embry.  We  offer  in  connection  with  that  a  letter  from  A.  C. 
Tonner,  Acting  Commissioner,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  dated  June  27,  1902,  marked  "  Exhibit  R.  L.  M.*,  No.  2." 
This  seems  to  be  an  original  letter.  The  copies  of  these  letters  are 
not  certified. 

We  next  offer  in  evidence,  letter  of  E.  A.  Hitchcock,  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  July  8, 
1902.    This  is  a  copy,  and  is  marked  "  Exhibit  R.  L.  M.,  No.  4.""^ 

Letter  of  A.  C.  Tonner,  Acting  Commissioner,  to  Frank  A.  Thack- 
ery,  superintendent  of  Indian  School,  marked  "  Exhibit  R.  L.  M., 
No.  5." 

Letter  of  Frank  A.  Thackery,  superintendent  and  special  disburs- 
ing agent,  to  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated 
Shawnee,  Okla.,  July  24, 1902.  This  is  an  original,  marked  "  Exhibit 
R.  L,  M.,  No.  6." 

We  also  offer  the  letter  of  Thomas  Ryan,  Acting  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  September 
18, 1902.     This  is  an  original,  and  marked  ''  Exhibit  R.  L.  M.,  No.  7." 

Also  copy  of  letter  of  A.  C.  Tonner,  Acting  Commissioner,  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  dated  Washington,  February 
18,  1904.     This  is  a' copy  and  is  marked  "  Exhibit  R.  L.  M.,  No.  8." 

The  original  letter  of  Thomas  Ryan,  Acting  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  to  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated 
Washington,  February  23,  1904,  marked  ''  Exhibit  R.  L.  M.,  No.  9." 

What  statements,  if  any,  have  you  to  make  with  reference  to  these 
letters  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  is  so  much  out  of  this  thing,  and  it  will  take 
so  much  time  to  digest  it  and  understand  what  it  is,  that  I  do  not 
think  I  want  to  take  up  the  whole  time  of  the  committee  in  my  reply 
to  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  had  since  yesterday  noon  to  examine  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  was  very  busy  here  before  the  committee  yesterday 
afternoon,  from  2  to  5  o'clock,  and  I  did  not  have  any  great  amount 
of  time.  With  respect  to  letter  No.  9,  the  last  one  youhave  offered, 
I  desire  to  say  that  this  letter  shows  that  the  Indian  Office  and  the 
Secretary  acted  entirely  upon  misinformation;  that  there  w^as  never 
any  such  Kickapoo  Indian  as  Ah-na-sho-peah,  and  therefore  she 
could  not  have  been  the  widow  of  anybody. 

In  relation  to  Exhibit  8,  letter  dated  February  18,  1904,  I  wish  to 
say  that  this  entire  matter  covered  by  the  Commissioner's  letter  is 
based  upon  erroneous  information,  because  it  treats  of  a  woman  who 
never  was  born,  as  having  been  the  wife  of  Quen-nep-po-thot,  and 
the  mother  of  Kah-tuck-o-kah.  Since  this  entire  letter  relates  to  the 
estate  of  a  person  who  never  existed  I  have  no  further  remarks  to 
offer,  or  any  comments  to  offer. 

Exhibit  No.  7,  letter  dated  Shawnee,  Oklahoma,  November  4,  1903, 
from  Mr.  Thackery  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  recites 
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that  Quen-nep-pa-thot  is  the  heir,  as  the  father  of  Kah-tuck-o-kah 
and  the  former  husband  of  the  said  Ah-ne-sho-peah.  I  have  no 
statement  to  make  in  relation  to  this,  except  that  the  letter  pertains 
to  a  person  who  never  existed,  and  who  never  could  have  had  a  son 
or  husband. 

Referring  to  a  letter  to  Siipt.  Frank  A.  Thackery,  dated  October  28, 
1903,  from  the  honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  to 
the  third  paragraph  of  said  letter,  which  reads  in  part  as  follows: 
"  It  appears  from  the  petition  of  the  grantor,  accompanying  the 
deed,  that  Ah-ne-sho-peah  was  a  widow,  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
and  left  one  son,  Kah-tuck-o-kah,  allottee  No.  131,  who  inherited 
her  estate,"  etc.  I  desire  to  say  that  no  such  person  as  Ah-na-sfao- 
peah  having  ever  existed,  comment  is  unnecessary. 

The  letter,  dated  October  20,  1903,  from  Thackery  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  relates  to  matters  in  general  and  is  of  no 
consequence  in  this  connection,  and  therefore  I  make  no  comment. 

In  relation  to  Exhibit  No.  6,  I  desire  to  say  that  while  acting  as 
Indian  agent  I  personally  took  up  the  subject  with  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  as  to  whether  or  not  allotments  that  had 
heretofore  been  made  erroneously  could  not  be  allotted  to  Indians 
who  were  entitled  to  it,  but  had  not  been  allotted,  and  was  advised 
that  the  rolls  were  closed,  and  that  no  law  or  regulation  was  known 
to  the  Office  by  which  such  action  might  be  had. 

The  letter  of  the  honorable  Secretary,  Exhibit  No.  4,  was  based 
upon  erroneous  information  from  some  source,  as  it  relates  to  a  per- 
son having  lived  who  never  existed. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  the  same  person  every  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Exhibit  No.  3  seems  to  be  an  effort  on  the  part  of  somebody  in  the 
Indian  Bureau  to  show  that  such  a  person  as  Ah-no-sho-peah  had 
existed  at  some  time,  and  the  letter  in  general  relates  to  a  person 
who  never  existed,  and  therefore  I  have  no  comment  to  make. 

Exhibit  No.  2  is  an  erroneous  statement  from  Superintendent 
Thackery  to  the  Commissioner's  Office,  for  the  reason  that  in  the 
letter  he  states  that  Ah  na  sho  peah  and  Nah  na  sho  pe  were  names 
of  one  and  the  same  person;  that  the  said  individual,  whose  cor- 
rect name  was  Ah  na  sho  peah,  was  holding  both  of  said  allotments. 
Based  upon  personal  knowledge  and  the  most  careful  investigation, 
and  the  statement  of  all  responsible  Kickapoos,  I  can  a.ssert  that  there 
never  w^as  in  existence  within  the  lifetime  of  any,  even  the  oldest  of 
the  Kickapoo  Indians,  any  such  person  as  Ah  na  sho  peah.  It  ap- 
pears that  letter  dated  February  19  is  not  offered  as  an  exhibit  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  may  offer  it  ii  you  want  to. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Well,  1  think  it  is  unnecessary  to  burden  the  record 
with  it.  I  do  not  care  to  make  any  comment  in  relation  to  the  letter 
read  by  Mr.  Embry,  dated  January  15,  1902.  * 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Mr.  Bentley.  as  a  result  of  Thackery's  recom- 
mendation, the  allotment  which  Hampton  was  seeking  to  secui*e  was 
awarded  to  an  alleged  heir,  Ah-na-sho-peah? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 


oThe  Committee  haviii>?  exH mined  the  exhibits  offered  nbove  by  Mr.  Embry. 
and  finding  they  were  n(»t  i)ertinent  to  the  matterH  under  investigation,  they 
were  not  put  in  the  record. 
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Mr.  Embry.  xVnd  finally  sold  under  Department  rules  for  the 
benefit  of  that  heir  for  the  sum  of  $1,830? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  might  state,  by  way  of  information, 
that  the  heir  was  one  of  Thackeray's  favorites,  who  had  already  been 
permitted  to  heir  five  or  six  other  valuable  allotments,  and  that  the 
favors  so  done  him  by  Thackery  enabled  him  to  pay  his  debts  at  the 
trader's  store,  which  amounted  to,  I  understand,  $1,200  or  $1,500. 

I  wish  also  to  say  in  this  connection  that  Quen-nep-po-thot,  the 
alleged  husband  of  the  woman  who  was  a  nonentity,  had  for  his  first 
wife  one  Wah-wue-tah-no-quah,  who  is  living  and  is  still  his  wife, 
and  was  his  wife  during  all  the  time  that  he  is  said  to  have  been  the 
husband  of  numerous  other  deceased  Kickapoo  women  whose  allot- 
tees he  has  been  permitted  to  heir  and  sell,  including  the  allotments 
of  deceased  Indian  children,  the  children  of  mothers  who  were  never 
married  and  were  never  his  wives  in  any  sense,  and  who  lived  and 
died  single  women. 

Senator  Curtis.  Can  j'ou  state  how  many  diiferent  women  Quen- 
ne-pethot  has  been  permitted  to  inherit  land  from? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  without  looking  up  the  record. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  about  how  many? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  some  three  or  four.  In  all,  I  believe  four 
allotments  he  has  been  permitted  to  inherit. 

Senator  Cirtis.  As  the  husband? 

Mr.  Bentley.  As  the  husband  of  Indian  women  who  had  died  dur- 
ing the  time  he  already  had  a  wufe. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  he  was  living  with  this  same  woman  all 
the  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  She  was  his  first  wife  and  he  is  still  living  with  her. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  did  he  first  marry  her  or  take  her  as  his 
wife  under  the  tribal  customs,  if  you  know? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  testimony  of  the  brother  of  the  woman  was 
that  she  had  been  his  wife  about  twenty-five  years  at  the  time  I  was 
agent — twenty  or  twenty-five  years — and  is  still  his  wife. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  they  live  together  while  you  were  agent  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Occupied  the  same  home? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  built  a  house  for  them  while  agent. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  they  still  occupying  the  same  home? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  in.v  information. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  say  this  man  has  been  permitted  to  in- 
herit at  least  four  allotments? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  my  information,  including  the  estate  of  a 
deceased  child. 

Senator  Curtis.  During  how  many  years? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  that  covers  a  period  of  probably  five  years 
since  these  land  sales  have  been  made. 

Senator  Curtis.  Since  the  act  passed  permitting  the  sale  of  in- 
herited land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Cuims.  That  was  passed  in  1902? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Because  this  tract  of  land  was  sold  for  the  benefit  of 
this  alleged  heir  of  Ah-na-sho-peah,  Hampton  was  released  from 
paying  Ives  this  $500,  was  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  reason  vou  complained  mostly  of  this,  is  it 
not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  personally  I  had  no  interest  in  it.  The  only 
interest  I  ever  had  in  it  was  that  prior  to  that  time  the  tribe  of 
Kickapoo  Indians  to  whom  the  land  actually  belonged  received  no 
benefit  whatever  therefrom,  and  I  made  an  enort  to  secure  something 
for  all  of  them.  The  proceeds  of  this  allotment  in  no  way  should 
have  been  paid,  no  part  of  it,  to  any  individual  Kickapoo.  The  pro- 
ceeds should  have  been  paid  for  the  benefit  of  all  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  the  other  allotment  wliich  you  have  found 
should  be  set  off  to  the  heir  of  Nah-na-sho-pe  was  cancelled  and  re- 
allotted  to  Pe-qua  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir :  but  in  that  an  Indian  who  was  entitled  to 
have  allotment  was  deprived  of  it.  Nah-na-sho-pe  was  a  sister  of 
Ah-ko-the,  as  I  understand,  and  had  it  properly  descended  Ah-ko-the 
would  have  had  the  benefit  of  it.  If  an  action  in  court  should  be 
instituted  to  now  recover  this  land  Ah-ko-the,  or  his  wife,  would 
recover  said  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  After  the  Department  had  determined  on  the  heir- 
.ship  to  this  land,  you  and  Mr.  Howe  tried  to  prevent  the  issuance  of 
the  deed  to  Hampton  as  purchaser,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  so.  I  have  no  recollection  of  that. 
Mj^  understanding  was  that  a  correct  understanding  should  be  had 
of  the  matter  and  it  was  my  intention  at  least,  and  I  think  it  was  the 
intention  of  Mr.  Howe,  that  Ah-ne-sho-peah  was  a  nonentity. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  is  Mr.  Howe's  signature,  is  it  not?  [Exhibiting 
to  w^itness  a  paper]. 

Mr.  Bentley.   Yes,  sir;  I  recognize  that  as  his  signature. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  that  in  evidence,  letter  of  Chester  Howe  to  the 
honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  Shawnee,  Okla., 
August  5,  1903,  marked  Exhibit  R.  L.  M.  No.  10.  I  ask  the  chair- 
man if  Mr.  Howe  wishes  to  make  any  comments  in  relation  to  it  he 
may  be  permitted  to  do  so. 

The  Chairman.  You  have  not  already  been  sworn,  Mr.  Howe, 
have  you  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  examined  a  year  ago. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  swear  you 
again. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  submit,  in  connection  with  the  same  matter,  letter 
of  Frank  A.  Thackery  to  Hon.  W.  I.  McFall,  probate  judge,  Potta- 
watomie County,  dated  October  14,  1903,  and  McFall's  reply  thereto, 
and  Thackery's  letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated 
October  20,  1903.  The  letter  to  Judge  McFall  is  marked  Exhibit 
R.  L.  M.  Ko.  11,  and  that  of  Thackery  to  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
dian Affairs  is  marked  Exhibit  R.  L.  Al.  No.  12. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  reply  to  that  at  this  time  in  order  to  keep  the 
record  consecutive. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  right. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  As  to  Exhibit  11  I  have  no  comment  to  make,  be- 
cause it  discloses  no  material  fact.  Exhibit  12  has  already  been  re- 
plied to  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Embrv.  I  do  not  remember  it.  I  thought  it  was  a  new  matter, 
I  think  you  are  mistaken  about  it. 

The  Chairman.  Look  it  over  and  see.  If  it  has  been  already  in- 
troduced we  will  drop  it  out. 

Senator  Curtis.  Read  it  over  carefully  and  see. 

Mr.  Bentlev.  Mv  statement  relating  to  the  letter  dated  October 
28,  1908? 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  in  reply  to  some  other  letter  you  wrote? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  it  is  a  Department  letter  to  Thackery. 

The  Chairman.  About  the  letter  to  Thackery? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  is  advising  Thackei-y  about  probate  action.  The 
last  paragraph  of  this  letter  reads  as  follows: 

It  appears  from  the  petition  of  the  frrautor  accompauylng  the  deed  that 
Ah-ue-sho-peah  was  a  widow  at  the  time  of  her  death  and  left  one  son,  Kah-tuck- 
o-kah,  allottee  No.  131,  who  inherlt(M]  her  estate,  and  that  the  petitioner  is 
the  father  of  Kah-tuck-a-kah,  who  died  unmarried  and  without  issue,  leaving 
the  i>etitioner  as  his  sole  heir. 

The  office  fails  to  understand  how  Ah-no-sho-i)eah  could  have  been  a  widow 
at  the  time  of  her  death  and  still  have  left  a  husband  who  was  the  father 
of  her  son  Kah-tuck-a-kah,  deceased.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  up 
this  matter  of  the  inheritance  that  the  probate  proceedings  were  called  for,  and 
as  they  are  not  obtainable,  it  will  be  necessaiy  for  you  to  have  this  apparent 
discrepancy  exi)lained  by  an  amende*!  certificate  of  the  Business  Committee  or 
any  other  evidence  that  may  be  secured. 

The  person  referred  to  in  this  correspondence,  Ah-na-sho-peah, 
was  never  the  mother  nor  the  wife  of  anybody,  because  no  such 
person  ever  existe<l. 

The  Chairman.  She  was  a  myth,  was  she? 

Mr.  Bentley.  She  was  a  myth;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  Department  there  in  that  correspondence  found 
that  Ah-na-sho-pe  was  the  wife  of  Quen-nep-po-thot,  and  of  that 
marriage  was  born  a  son,  Kah-tuck-o-kah :  that  Ah-na-sho-i>eah  and 
her  husband  were  divorced  prior  to  allotment,  according  to  Indian 
customs. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  as  to  that.  I  did  not  observe  that  in 
the  correspondence. 

The  Chairman.  How  could  she  be  divorced  if  she  did  not  exist? 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  asking  him  about  the  findinirs,  that  after  that 
time  she  died,  leaving  her  son  as  the  only  heir.  Following  that,  the 
eon  died,  and  Quen-nep-po-thot,  as  his  father,  inherited  through 
the  son.    That  is  the  findings  of  the  Department  ? 

The  Chairman.  That  is  the  gist  of  the  findings. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  wish  to  say  that  the  findings  of  the  Department 
were  entirely  erroneous  and  were  based  upon  misinformation." 

The  subcommittee  here  took  a  recess  until  1.80  p.  m. 

«Tbe  Committee  having  examined  the  exhibits  offered  above  by  Mr.  Embry 
and  finding  they  were  not  pertinent  to  the  matters  under  luvestigation,  tliey 
were  not  put  In  the  record. 
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AFTER   RECESS. 

M.  J.  BEXTLEY  recalled  for  further  examination. 

Mr.  Bentley.  In  connection  with  the  land  involved  in  the  Hamp- 
ton case,  I  wish  to  say  that  Quenne-po-thot  was  permitted  to  sell  the 
allotment  of  a  person  who  never  existed  and  to  enjoy  the  proceeds  of 
a  sale  of  a  piece  of  land  to  which  he  was  never  entitled,  and  that  by 
so  doing  the  allotment  allotted  to  Nah-ne-sho-pia  was  given  to  an 
Indian  who  was  not  entitled  to  it,  and  the  heirs  of  Mah-me-sho-pia 
were  deprived  of  their  equity  in  a  piece  of  land  that  they  had  inher- 
ited, and  that  under  the  law  and  the  rules  of  the  Department  the 
whole  proposition  is  irregular  and  illegal  in  my  opinion. 

I  wish  to  say  further  that  Muche-nen-ne,  the  Indian,  as  shown  by 
the  telegrams  in  the  record  and  bv  the  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Thackery,  was  a  valuable  witness  i^or  the  Government  in  his  ca<e 
against  nie,  and  that  Mr.  Tliackery  urged  that  he  be  called  there  as 
a  witness.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  this 
witness  testified  at  Shawnee,  Okla.,  that  he  knew  nothing  against 
me;  that  there  was  nothing  in  his  statement  tefore  the  committee  as 
indicated  by  the  statement  of  Mr.  Thackery  to  the  Department  in 
his  correspondence  as  to  what  he  did  actually  know  with  relation  to 
Muche-nen-ne  and  Quen-nc-po-thot  being  entitled  to  inherited  land 
that  did  not  belong  to  them,  a  great  amount  of  land.  I  wish  to  cite 
this  instance :  First,  Muche-nen-ne  was  permitted  to  heir  and  to  sell 
allotment  No.  94,  a  tract  of  land  worth  $3,000.  He  was  next  per- 
mitted to  sell  allotment  No.  95,  an  allotment  worth  a  thousand  dollars, 
and  he  was  next  permitted  to  sell  allotment  No.  182,  the  name  of  the 
allottee  being  Ne-a-kee,  which  was  worth  perhaps,  or  brought,  $2,C)tW. 
He  was  next  permitted  to  sell  allotment  No.  14,  allotted  to  Nah-ke- 
nah,  for  which  he  received  $4,000  or  half  of  $4,000. 

The  Chairman.  Which  was  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  he  received  one-half  of  the  $4,000,  to  which 
he  was  not  entitled.  He  was  next  permitted  to  sell  allotment  of  his 
supposed  deceased  sister,  named  Won-neth-the,  allottee  No.  279, 
being  a  very  valuable  allotment  1  mile  west  of  Shawnee,  Okla.,  worth 
four  or  five  thousand  dollars.  He  was  next  permitted  to  sell,  as  heir, 
the  allotment  of  Nah-pah-nah,  allottee  No.  62,  which,  I  understand, 
brought  $1,000.  I  wish  further  to  cit«  the  fact  that  Mr.  Thackery 
has  employed  an  attorney  for  this  Indian,  who  recently  visited  Mex- 
ico, and  some  depositions  were  taken,  and  he  asserts  title  and  part 
ownership  of  allotments  51,  52,  53,  54,  59,  and  60 — seven  additional 
allotments  that  he  is  seeking  to  heir.  This  Indian,  Muche-nen-ne,  is 
one  of  Mr.  Thackery's  business  committee,  and  I  think  in  time  will 
heir  most  of  the  reservation  if  Mr.  Thackery  has  his  way  in  the  matter. 
I  wish  also  to  state  the  fact  that  this  same  party,  Muche-nen-ne, 
for  some  years  has  been  permitted  to  draw  part  of  the  lease  money 
from  allotments  51,  52,  53,  and  54,  and  also  59  and  60,  to  which 
he  absolutely  had  no  right  whatever.  I  wish  also  to  give  Mr.  Thack- 
erv's  attitude  in  relation  to  some  other  cases.  In  the  matter  of  the 
allotment  of  Edwin  Pensoneau,  Pensoneau  was  an  educated  Indian, 
and  his  wife  was  an  educated  Indian — two  of  the  most  intelligent  and 
educated  Kickapoos  that  I  have  known.  They  came  into  my  office 
when  I  was  agent  and  he  introduced  her  to  me.  *  He  said,  "  Mr.  Bent- 
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ley,  this  is  my  wife,  Mrs.  Pensenau,"  and  she  in  turn  said,  "  This  is 
Mr.  Pensenau,  my  husband."  They  solicited  aid  to  go  and  live  on 
the  allotment  of  one  of  them — I  think  it  was  his — and  I  provided 
them  with  a  cooking  stove  and  cooking  utensils  and  household  effects 
and  furnished  them  a  team  and  wagon,  and  they  built  their  home 
there  or  near  there  and  lived  there  a  year  and  a  half.  A  boy  was 
born  to  them  and  they  brought  it  to  the  agency  and  had  me  name  it. 
Soon  after  that  time  Pensenau  died,  and  then,  of  course,  any  estate 
that  Edwin  Pensenau  had  descended  to  his  wife  and  infant  son. 
Through  the  testimony  of.  this  Muche-nen-ne  and  some  of  the  favor- 
ites at  the  agency,  in  probate  proceedings  it  was  shown  that  Mrs. 
Pensenau  was  never  the  wife  of  Edwin  Pensenau,  and  the  court 
decreed  the  land  to  numerous  half  brothers  and  sisters  of  Pensenau, 
and  I  have  incurred  their  opposition,  through  Mr.  Thackery,  be- 
cause I  have  appealed  that  case  from  the  probate  to  the  district  court 
of  Pottawatomie  County,  where  it  is  now  pending. 

I  wish  to  say  that  any  poor  Kickapoo  who  should  happen  to  be  in 
Mexico,  if  it  was  possible  by  any  manipulation  whatever  to  have  his 
land  heired  by  the  few  favorites  of  Mr.  Thackery  who  remain  at 
the  agency  and  whose  business  passes  through  the  agency  store, 
which  is  shown  bv  the  facts  given  here,  perhaps  $10,000  of  lease 
money  was  trade(5  there.  I  helped  a  trader  to  collect  $1,200  in 
one  instance  of  this  kind.  I  submit  to  the  committee  that,  in  my 
opinion,  that  is  not  a  square  deal  and  not  proper  procedure  at  an 
Indian  agency.  That  is  all  I  have  to  say  on  that  phase  of  the  sub- 
ject. I  have  made  that  statement  simply  because  it  bore  directly 
on  the  Hampton  allotment  case. 

Mr.  E^rDRY.  This  Pensenau  contest  was  tried  in  court,  was  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  the  probate  court. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  court  hearcl  all  the  evidence,  did  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  perhaps  the  court  heard  such  evidence  as 
was  produced,  but  I  do  not  thmk  Mr.  Thackery  took  any  steps  to 
have  the  best  evidence  produced. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No;  they  were  very  careful  to  bring  the  case  up 
when  I  was  not  present. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  appealed  the  case  to  the  district  court,  did  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  your  attorney? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Blakeney. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  is  as  good  an  attorney  as  there  is  in  Shawnee  or 
in  that  county,  is  he  not  f 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Blakeney  became  the  attorney  afterward;  I 
was  not  the  attorney,  but  Mr.  Blakeney.  We  learned  that  the  estate 
had  been  decreed  to  the  wrong  heirs  and  the  wife  of  Pensenau  had 
been  deprived  of  her  estate,  and  T  took  steps  to  set  aside  the  judg- 
ment of  the  probate  court  and  take  it  to  the  highest  court,  where  it 
now  is,  and  Mr.  Blakeney  then  became  the  attorney  in  the  appeal. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  understand  that  the  local  court  held  that  the  half 
brothers  of  this  deceased  child  inherited  the  estate  which  came  to 
him  from  his  father? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  not  true  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  understand  the  probate  court  so  held? 
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Mr.  Bet^tley.  Not  in  this  case;  there  was  no  father  involved  in 
this  case. 

Mr.  Emkry.  The  Pensenau  child  was  on  his  allotment,  was  he  not  f 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  litigation  was  not  over  the  child^  it  was  over 
the  original  allotment  and  Edwin  Pensenau. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  father? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  Pensenau  and  Mrs.  Pensenau  married  and  had 
a  child  and  it  was  never  allotted;  Pensenau  died  and  then  his  estate 
descended  to  his  son  and  wife,  and  they  have  not  been  permitted  to 
inherit;  it  has  been  decreed  to  others. 

The  Chairman.  Did  the  child  die? 

Mr.  Bextley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  Is  the  wife  living? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  matter  of  appeal  in  the  district  court? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  probate  court  held  that  she  was  not  the  wife  of 
Pensenau,  did  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  matter  of  appeal  in  the  district  court? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  think  the  Indian  Agent  would  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  relation  of  those  Indians  one  way  or  the  other,  did 
you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir:  I  do  not  take  that  position. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  they  contiuued  husband  and 
wife  until  his  death? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  were  living  together  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  came  into  Shawnee  and  was  taken  with  a  hemorrhage  and  bled  to 
death  in  my  office. 

Mr.  E3iBRY.  I  observe  here  a  final  receiver's  receipt,  No.  13,716, 
dated  Guthrie,  Okla.,  December  10,  1904,  issued  to  you  for  an  entrv 
of  the  NW.  i  of  sec.  8,  T.  9,  N.  of  R.  2,  Indian  meridian.  That  is 
your  present  home  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  received  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  the  original  Indian  allotment  of  a  Shawnee 
allottee.  No.  432,  whose  English  name  was  Little  Charlie? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  that  is  correct.  I  am  not  certain  as  to  the 
number. 

Mr.  Embry.  Little  Charlie? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  know  John  H.  Lyle? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.    I  am  somewhat  acquainted  with  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  not  Lyle  contest  that  allotment  along  in  the  early 
part  of  1901,  about  March  1?  . 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  no  knowledge  as  to  that,  except  what  the 
records  would  show  as  to  the  time  of  Lyle's  contest  in  any  action.  I 
have  learned  since  he  was  among  tlie  first  contestants  for  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  agent  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  was  agent  of  the  Big  Jim  Band  of  Absentee 
Shawnee  Indians  until  September  of  the  year  1901. 
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Mr.  Embry.  As  such  agent  you  had  jurisdiction  of  this  tract  of 
land,  did  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  jurisdiction  was  in  dispute  until  perhaps  that 
year  or  near  the  end  of  that  year,  when  the  Sac  and  Fox  Indian 
agent  had  leased  the  land  and  had  jurisdiction  over  it,  or  asserted 
jurisdiction,  I  think,  over  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  this  contest  was 
referred  to  you  for  examination  and  report  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  I  recollect  that  distinctly. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  a  concession  of  jurisdiction  to  you,  was  it 
not? 

Mr.  BentIuEY.  Not  necessarily.  T  was  special  agent  of  the  Ignited 
States  and  had  been  detailed  in  White  Turkey  Band  matters  espe- 
cially, and  other  matters.  It  would  not  necessarily  follow  that  the 
land  was  under  my  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  not  state  a  while  ago  that  after  the  death  of 
some  Shawnee  this  land  descended  to  one  of  Big  Jim's  Band  and 
within  your  jurisdiction? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  I  said  that  was  the  reason  that  the  question  of  juris- 
diction arose.  Formerly  I  had  had  no  jurisdiction,  and  that  would 
have  been  the  only  thing  that  could  have  given  me  the  jurisdiction  as 
agent. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  your  signature,  is  it  not  [exhibiting  a  paper]  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  thai  was  written  by  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  now  offer  in  evidence  a  letter  of  Martin  J.  Bentley, 
assistant  special  United  States  Indian  agent,  to  the  honorable  Com- 
missioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  dated  Shawnee,  Okla.,  May  26,  1901.  I 
desire  to  read  this  at  this  point : 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your  office  letter  April  17,  1901,  land 
12,  837,  1901,  wherein  I  am  instructed  to  thoroughly  investigate  the  allegation 
that  Absentee  Shawnee  allottees  ISl  and  432  are  one  and  the  same  i)er8on. 

I  herewith  return  the  accompanying  papers,  and  have  to  state  that  1  have 
gone  over  this  matter  very  carefully  with  the  most  conu)etent  and  Intelligent 
members  of  both  the  White  Turkey  and  Big  Jim  bands  of  absentee  Shawnee 
Indians,  and  after  this  investigation  I  am  fully  convinced  that  allottees  181 
and  432  were  one  and  the  same  persons  and  I  submit  herewith  the  testimony 
of  Walter  Shawnee,  who  is  an  Absentee  Shawnee  Indian  and  a  member  of  the 
business  committee  of  the  White  Turkey  band.  Also  of  the  testimony  of  the 
grandfather,  Jackson  Clark,  and  of  Little  Creek,  with  whose  family  181  lived 
until  the  time  of  her  death;  also  the  testimony  of  Mary  Shawneego.  The  allot- 
ment rolls  show  that  allottee  432  was  a  niece  of  Mary  Shawneego.  Mary 
Shawneego  is  an  educated  and  intelligent  Indian  woman,  as  her  signature  to 
her  affidavit  will  indicate,  and  it  will  be  observetl  that  slie  states  under  oiith 
that  at  the  time  the  allotment  was  made  she  did  not  have  any  niece  of  any 
age  and  that  she  has  no  knowledge  of  any  such  i)er8on  except  that  her  second 
cousin»  allottee  181,  was  brought  to  the  Creek  Nation  and  burie^i  near  her 
present  home.  It  will  also  be  observed  that  in  the  testimony  of  Walter 
Shawnee  he  discovered  several  years  ago  that  allottees  432  and  181  were 
identical ;  that  the  names  of  both  allottees  were  synonymous,  and  my  find- 
ings from  the  testimony  taken,  both  verbal  and  written,  is  that  no  such  orphan 
or  person  ever  existed  as  allottee  No.  432  Nay-a-be-se.  Because  the  time  the 
allotments  were  made  allottee  181  Na-que-pe-wa-se  was  not  an  orphan,  and 
even  if  this  allotment  had  been  intended  for  her  she  even  then  would  have  been 
entitled  to  but  80  acres. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  among  the  Shawnees  that  Thomas  Albert,  an  Absentee 
Shawnee  Indian,  who  was  employed  to  assist  in  surveying  and  allotting, 
punwsely  had  this  allotment  made  near  home,  and  that  it  was  done  for  his  own 
use  and  benefit.  I  am  unable  to  give  his  testimony,  for  the  reason  that  he  is 
now  afflicted  with  smalli>ox,  and  I  understand  that  his  testimony  in  this  matter 
is  now  on  file  In  your  office,  and  he  now  refuses  to  testify  for  this  reason. 
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Mr.  Bextley.  That  is  my  report  on  the  case. 

Mr.  Embry\  That  is  your  report  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  We  offer  in  evidence  letter  of  W.  A.  Jones,  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
dated  July  11,  1901,  which  is  marked  Exhibit  R.  L.  M.  No.  16;  also 
the  letter  of  Secretary  Hitchcock  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  dated  July  30,  1901,  directing  the  cancellation,  which 
letter  is  marked  "  R.  L."^M.,  No.  17." 

Mr.  Bentley.  If  the  committee  please,  in  justice  to  myself,  I  freely 
admit  all  the  papers  I  wrote,  and  did  all  that  is  shown  by  that  record 
I  did,  and  I  would  like  to  have  the  whole  record,  except  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  local  land  office,  put  in  evidence,  which  are  here 
shown  in  very  many  pages.  I  do  not  see  what  bearing  the  Land 
Office  letters  can  have  liere,  so  far  as  any  hand  I  took  in  the  matter 
is  concerned,  and  what  action  the  Land  Office  took  among  the  dif- 
ferent litigants,  as  it  appears  here.  To  leave  any  of  it  out  would  be 
unjust  to  me.  It  is  all  admitted,  and  I  do  not  deny  anything  in 
there,  or  any  pail;  I  took  in  it.  I  wish  the  whole  of  that  record  to 
be  introduced,  or  none  of  it. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  it  you  want  omitted  that  is  contained 
herein? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  want  to  avoid  lumbering  the  record  with  a  lot  of 
worthless  stuff.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Land  Office.  As  I 
understand  it  here  is  a  matter  under  discussion  about  which  there  is 
no  dispute. 

The  Chairman.  You  want  all  the  records  from  the  Indian  Office 
put  in? 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  any  testimony  taken  by  me.  Anything  the 
Indian  Office  did  in  relation  to  that  matter  I  want  in  the  record.  I 
want  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  perfectly  willing  it  should  all  go  in. 

Senator  Ci  rtts.  Well,  why  not  print  it  with  those  documents? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  is  already  a  very  large  appendix  to  this 
record,  and  why  not  put  it  in,  only  striking  out  the  Land  Office  part 
which  has  no  bearing  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  I  want  Mr.  Bentley's  testimony  in  the  contest  in  which 
he  appeared  as  a  witness. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  then,  let  us  put  it  all  in.  Let  us  print  the 
whole  business  right  here. 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  is  some  of  this  Land  Office  matter  which  has 
no  bearing  upon  this  subject. 

The  Chairman,  l^et  it  be  printed  as  part  of  Mr.  Bentley's  testi- 
mony, and  whatever  is  not  material  to  the  issue  of  course  the  com- 
mittee will  not  consider." 

Mr.  Embry.  This  allotment  was  canceled  and  Mr.  John  H.  Lyle 
filed  a  homestead  entry  on  this  land,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  my  understanding. 

Mr»  Embry.  There  was  a  contest  between  Lyle  and  Berry? 

^'Tlie  Committee  having  examined  the  exhibits  offered  above  by  Mr.  Embry 
and  finding  they  were  not  pertinent  to  the  matters  under  investigation,  they 
were  not  i)ut  in  the  record. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  between  Berry  and  a  man  named  Stratton, 
as  I  understand  it,  and  a  woman  in  Oklahoma  City  was  contending 
she  had  a  right  to  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Lee  Patrick  was  tiying  to  lease  this  land  to  his 
father-in-law,  was  he  not  i 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  think  it  was  already  under  lease  from  him 
to  his  father-in-law. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  this  man  Berry  had  a  prior  lease,  an  old  lease  on 
the  land,  did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No;  I  think  Berry  had  a  lease  pending  before  the 
Indian  Office  that  he  had  executed  before  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes. 

Mr.  Bentley.  T  recollect  well  in  the  spring  of  the  year  I  went  over 
there  and  found  Berry  farming,  and  insisted  if  he  stayed  there  and 
farmed  he  must  comply  with  the  Department  regulations  and  make 
a  legal  lease.  I  think  he  did,  and  I  submitted  it,  and  the  office  re- 
turned it  and  would  not  approve  it.  I  know  Mr.  Berry  was  a  lessor 
upon  the  land,  at  least. 

The  Chairman.  What  office  do  you  mean,  the  office  here? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Let  me  read  Mr.  Bentley's  testimony  here.  After 
stating  your  name,  age,  place  of  residence,  and  occupation,  you  testi- 
fied as  follows: 

Q.  Have  j'oii  any  knowledge  of  what  claim  of  occupancy  James  E.  Berry  ever 
lind  to  this  tract  of  landV — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  what  yon  know  about  that. — A.  Mr.  Berry  was  a  lessee  on  that  tract 
of  hmd.  I  have  had  occasion  to  investigate  officially  the  status  of  Mr.  Berry 
there.  I  found  that  he  had  taken  i)08session  of  the  tract  under  a  five  year 
lease;  that  through  an  agreement  with  the  Indian  agent  he  was  to  pay  $r>0  per 
annum.  I  learned  through  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  rwords 
of  the  Indian  Office  that  he  had  i)aid  four  years  lease  money,  amounting  to 
$2fK),  and  that  his  lease,  or  supi)osed  lease,  would  terminate  Dwember  31, 
1001.     *     *     ♦ 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  talk  with  James  E.  Berrj'  himself  to  Mr.  Berry  as  to 
how  he  was  claiming  the  land? — A.  Yes;  I  addressed  an  official  communication 
to  him.  asking  him  by  whose  authority  he  was  occupying  the  land  and  under 
what  terms.  And  he  and  the  son  in  question  came  to  the  Indian  office  In 
Shawnee  and  contended  that  Inasmuch  as  they  had  broken  the  land  and  were 
leasers  there,  and  that  their  lease  didn't  expire  until  Dei-eml)er  31,  11)01,  that 
it  would  be  an  injustice  to  deju-ive  them  of  their  crop  and  their  labor ;  that  they 
had  already  paid  four  years  rental  and  were  willing  to  pay  an  additional  year. 
That  they  laid  no  claim  to  the  land  but  to  the  crop,  the  only  claim  was  to  the 
crop. 

Now  do  you  remember  in  what  capacity  Mr.  Berry  claimed  to 
reside  on  this  tract  of  land  at  the  time  of  the  contest  between  him 
and  Lyle? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  that  he  went  on  to  the  land  claim- 
ing as  a  lessor,  and  that  he  later  asserted  a  right  to  it  after  it  had 
been  contested  by  two  or  three  othei-s  I  think.  He  asserted  a  right 
as  a  homesteader  then.  I  lielieve  he  asserted  prior  settlement  which 
he  made  as  a  lessor. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  testified  as  a  witness  for  Lyle  in  the  contest  be- 
tween Lyle  and  Beri'y? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  can  not  say  I  was  a  witness  for  Lyle. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  testified  as  a  witness  in  that  contest,  did  vou  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  testified  when  I  was  called  there  to  tell  what  I 
knew. 
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Mr.  Embhy.  Do  you  remember  in  what  manner  Lyle  got  on  the 
land?    Was  he  a  tenant? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Just  as  to  how  Lyle  got  on  the  land  I  do  not  think 
I  will  be  able  to  give  any  information.  I  know  at  the  time — ^my  recol- 
lection is  that  during  the  time  I  was  insisting  that  Mr.  Berrv  make 
a  lease,  or  soon  after  that,  or  up  to  that  time,  this  man  Lyle  wen/t 
on  there  and  built  a  house  and  asserted  a  claim  to  the  land.  That  is 
my  recollection. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  want  to  read  some  other  matters  to  refresh  your 
memory : 

Q.  Where  and  when  did  you  first  become  iiersonally  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Lyle? — A,  I  think  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  him  to  know  him  was  about  the  last 
of  June  of  this  year. 

I  suppose  you  mean  1901? 
Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  Embry   (quoting) : 

He  was  passing  my  oflice  one  day  and  some  one  i)ointed  him  out  as  the  man 
who  was  contending  with  Stratton  for  this  land,  is  the  first  time  I  ever  saw  him 
to  know  him  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  a  conversation  with  Perry  Rodkey  relative  to  this  land 
or  the  i)os9ession  thereof  prior  to  the  time  you  notified  Mr.  Berry  to  come  to 
your  office? — A.  Yes;  I  think  I  have. 

Q.  Where  and  when  did  you  have  the  first  conversation  with  ^Ir.  Rodkey 
regarding  this  matter? — A.  I  wouldn't  be  able  to  give  the  date  or  place.  I  re- 
member there  was  some  conversation. 

Q.  How  frequently  have  you  conversed  with  Mr.  Rodkey  regarding  the  mat- 
ter?— A.  I  don't  recollect  of  having  talked  with  him  anything  about  it  prior  to 
the  last  two  or  three  weeks  excepting  the  one  time.  lately  there  has  been  a 
great  deal  of  talk  down  there — a  good  many  cases  of  illegal  land  and  a  gi>od 
deal  of  talk. 

Q.  In  the  first  conversation  you  had  with  Mr.  Rodkey  he  advised  you  that  he 
had  told  Mr.  Lj^le  that  this  was  an  illegal  allotment  and  had  induced  Mr.  Lyle 
to  settle  on  the  tract,  didn't  he? — A.  Xo:  he  didn't  say  anything  al>out  Mr. 
Lyle. 

(Objected  to  as  immaterial  and  obviously  irrelevant.) 

Q.  Isn't  it  a  fact,  Mr.  Bentley,  that  you  have  an  Interest  in  the  result  of  this 
contest  or  exi)ect  to  have  in  the  event  Mr.  Lyle  is  successful? — A,  No.  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  contract  or  agreement  with  Mr.  Lyle  and  Mr.  Rodkey  and 
Mr.  Everest,  or  any  of  them,  whereby  you  are  to  have  an  interest  in  the  land 
or  a  certain  consideration  if  Mr.  Lyle  wins  the  land  and  whereby  you  are  to 
defray  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  this  contest? — A.  Xo. 

Now,  I  will  ask  you  the  question,  How  long  have  you  known  Perry 
Rodkey? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  is  an  old  timer  down  there.  I  guess  I  have 
kuQwn  of  him  and  known  him  as  long  as  anybody  in  that  country. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  have  been  your  business  relations  with  him? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  never  had  any  personal  business  relations  much 
with  Mr.  Rodkey,  except  perhaps  in  the  year  1902.  Mr.  Rodkey 
was  interested  to  some  extent  with  Mr.  Dexter  and  myself  over  in 
the  Creek  Nation  in  locating  some  railroad  over  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  '\^Tiat  company? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Cherokee  Central  Railroad  or  the  Shawnee 
M.  &  C.  R.  R. 

Mr.  P]mbry.  Was  that  about  the  time  you  established  the  town  of 
Okemah? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Rodkev  was  interested  in  that  with  you,  was  he 
not  ? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  In  a  way.  He  did  a  ^ood  deal  of  work  there  and 
helped  establish  the  town  and  was  given  some  property  for  his 
services. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  remain  in  Okemah  and  does  he  reside  there 
now? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  he  still  resides  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Has  he  charge  of  your  property  at  Okemah  now  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  can  not  say  he  has. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  who  has  charge  of  the  proj>erty  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  considerable  property  there,  but  it  is  outlying 
vacant  property  there.  I  have  only  one  piece  of  rental  property 
there^  and  I  think  Mrs.  Bentley  and  Mr.  Rodkey  own  that  together 
there.    It  is  the  post-office  building  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  any  property  in  Okemah  in  your  own  name? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  EMBifY.  It  is  all  in  Mrs.  Bentley's  name  and  some  of  it  is  in 
Mr.  Rodkey's? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  all  of  it  is  in  Mrs.  Bentley 's  name. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  about  the  post-office  building.  Is  that  in  her 
name  and  Mr.  Rodkej^'s  together? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  not  certain  about  that.  Perhaps  it  may  all  be 
in  Mr.  Rodkey's  name:  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  funds,  if  any,  did  you  use  in  advancing  that 
Okemah  township  over  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Only  the  funds  of  mj'^self  and  H.  P.  Dexter,  a  capi- 
talist in  Shawnee,  furnished  part  of  the  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  Mr.  Rodkey's  business  in  Shawnee  during 
the  time  you  were  Indian  agent? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  Mr.  Rodkey  owned  all  the  cotton  platforms 
on  the  C,  O.  &  Ct.  Railway  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  own  them  at  the  time  you  were  representing 
the  Choctaw  Railway? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  it  was  after  that  time 
that  he  acquired  his  cotton  platform  rights  with  the  railway  com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  Indian  agent  of  the  Shawnees  did  you  buy  horses 
and  mules  from  Rodkey  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  on  one  or  two  occasions  I  advertised  for 
mules  when  Rodkey  filled  the  contract. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  many  such  contracts  did  you  advertise  for? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  got  a  great  many  mules  from  a  number  of  persons, 
and  I  can  not  say  how  many  teams. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  often  had  employees  from  the  Indian  Office  to 
show  Rodkey  these  alleged  double  allotments,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  that  any  employee  of  the  Indian 
Office  to  my  knowledge  ever  showed  Rodkey  any  illegal  allotments, 
except  in  two  instances. 

Mr.  Embry.  W^hat  two  instances  were  they? 

Mr.  Bentley.  In  the  instance  of  the  appearance  of  Stratton  to 
contest  the  Little  Charley  land,  which  I  learned  through  Mr.  Rod- 
key.  I  think  I  advised  the  farmer  to  go  with  Rodkey  and  show 
him  the  land.  I  did  not  know  where  the  land  was.  I  knew  the 
farm  from  the  map,  and  I  did  not  want  to  see  Stratton  get  the  land 
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at  that  time,  if  it  was  illegal  land,  without  a  reasonable  amount  of 
opposition. 

Mr.  Embry.  Joe  Clark  was  the  farmer? 

Mr.  Benti.ev.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Yon  directed  Joe  Clark  to  take  Mr.  Rodkey  over  there 
and  show  him  this  tract  of  land  ? 

Mr.  Bextley.  I  will  not  say  I  directed  him,  I  was  quite  willing 
to  let  him  go. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  so  with  relation  to  the  Hampton  tract? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  not  quite  clear  as  to  the  Hampton 
tract.  I  am  under  the  impression  now  that  Rodkey  perhaps  induced 
or  asked  Clark  to  go  with  him.  At  that  time  I  was  working  in  the 
Kickapoo  country.  I  think  I  may  have  asked  Mr.  Clark  to  show 
him  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  After  he  viewed  the  land,  what  was  done  by  your 
office  or  by  yourself  as  to  putting  anyone  on  the  Little  Cliarley  land  t 

Mr.  Bextley.  Nothing  that  I  ever  knew. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  not  send  in  a  lease  and  ask  the  Secretary  to 
approve  it  for  a  man  by  the  name  of  Douglas? 

Afr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  that  I  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  tliat  the  (Commissioner  turned  it  down  becaii<e 
the  heirs  had  not  joined  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  not  state  positively  as  to  that,  but  my  recol- 
lection is  that  the  man  Berry  on  the  lancl  at  the  time  of  the  execu- 
tion of  the  lease  to  Doucrlas,  if  one  was  made,  had  defied  me  and 
would  not  make  a  lease,  and  would  not  do  anything  if  such  a  lease 
was  submitted;  but  I  will  not  be  certain  as  to  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  not  understand  later  that  Lyle  was  on  the 
land?  You  understood  later  after  that  that  Lyle  went-  on  this  land 
and  bought  Stratton's  house? 

Mr.  Bentley.  T  learned  or  heard  that  some  kind  of  a  compromise 
was  made  among  them  over  there,  I^vle  and  somebody  else,  I  think 
it  was  Stratton.  T  heard  that  (me  of  the  contestants  had  fallen  out 
and  quit. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  went  over  there  or  sent  for 
Berry  and  his  son  and  told  them  they  would  have  to  vacate? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No:  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  telling  Berry 
that  he  would  have  to  vacate. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  you  tell  him? 

Mr.  Bentley.  If  I  told  him  anything  I  told  him  he  would  have 
to  make  a  legal  lease  or  get  off  of  the  property. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  you  do  to  f^et  I^yle  off  of  the  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Lyle  was  there  as  a  contestant.  He  claimed  that  he 
was  asserting  right  to  the  land  by  reason  of  it  being  a  double 
allotment. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  was  there  as  a  contestant  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  was  no  reasonable  evidence  that  the  allot- 
ment was  double  to  disturb  a  man  who  claimed  it  as  a  homestead. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  arrangement  there  was  between 
Lyle  and  Rodkey  as  to  going  on  there  as  contestants? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  whether  Lyle  was  to  pay  him  or  not? 
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Mr.  Bekti.ey.  Xo,  sir;  I  knew  nothing  about  the  arrangements,  or 
if  I  did  I  do  not  now  recollect  that  I  did  between  Lyle  and  Kodkey 
until  way  long  afterwards,  probably. 

Mr.  Embrv.  While  you  were  permitting  this  contest  of  a  double 
allotment  without  securing  something  out  of  it  for  the  Indians  in  the 
manner  you  have  before 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  a  Shawnee  allotment,  and  the  Kickapoos 
would  not  have  been  entitled  to  any  part  of  it.  Besides  somebody 
had  gone  forward.  He  w^as  already  upon  the  land.  Lyle  probably, 
had  I  attempted  any  arrangement  with  him,  would  have  made  it.  It 
was  a  different  case.  In  the  case  of  the  Kickapoos  they  wanted  to 
raise  some  money  for  certain  purposes.  They  were  called  together 
in  council  and  talked  about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  the  purpose  of  the  Kickapoos  in  raising 
that  money? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  wanted  to  come  to  Washington  and  insist 
upon  the  Government  paying  them  the  difference  between  32  cents 
and  a  dollar  and  a  half  an  acre  for  the  land,  known  as  their  surplus. 

3Ir.  Embry.  The  purpose  of  that  was  for  you  to  use  the  money  to 
pay  your  expenses  there  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  to  be  used  for  that  purpose  or  for  their 
benefit. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  no  purpose  to  turn  it  over  for  them  to  use  ? 
You  used  it  for  yourself,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Probably,  as  I  have  always  done.  If  a  delegation 
w^ent  to  AVashington,  I  paid  their  board  and  car  fare. 

Mr.  Embry.  Would  not  the  other  Shawnee  allottees  have  equally 
a  ri^ht  to  the  benefit  of  their  double  allotment  as  the  Kickapoos  ( 

Mr.  Benixey.  The  Shawnees  are  a  very  different  proposition. 
The  Kickapoos  are  usually  a  unit  in  all  they  do,  and  the  Shawnees 
are  divided  and  factional  and  probably  would  not  permit  their 
money  to  be  used  in  the  same  manner.  They  are  a  different  class  of 
people. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  appears  from  the  record — I  will  suggest  this  so 
as  to  save  time  in  running  through  it — ^that  Lyle  entered  the  land 
September  18,  1891  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Lyle  certainly  must  have  filed  lon^  after  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  Probably  I  have  got  that  mixed.  Here  is  the  entry : 
"  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  March  9,  1001.  I,  John  H.  Lyle,  of  Shaw- 
nee, O.  T.,  applying  to  enter  (or  file  for)  a  homestead,  do  solemnly 
swear  that  I  did  not  enter  upon  and  occupy  any  portion  of  the 
lands  described  and  declared  open  to  entry  in  the  President's  procla- 
mation dated  September  18,  1891,  prior  to  12  o'clock  noon  of  Sep- 
tember 22,  1892."  Now^,  how  long  did  Mr.  Lyle  remain  on  the  land, 
Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Without  taking  the  data  available  and  figuring 
it  up — ^you  have  the  record  before  you.  You  can  figure  that  out 
as  well  as  I  can. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  the  contest  between  Lyle  and  other  claimants  the 
land  was  awarded  to  Lyle? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  he  ultimately  got  an  entry  upon  the 
land. 
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Mr.  Embry.  That  is,  he  was  a  settler  prior  to  the  contestants  to 
this  land  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  it  was  that  way  exactly.  I  think 
he  bought  off  some  of  the  other  contestants  and  then  acquired  home- 
stead rights.  It  seemed  there  were  four  parties  seeking  to  enter  the 
land — Berr}%  Stratton,  Lyle,  and  some  woman  in  Oklalioma  City. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  here  is  part  of  the  record  which  I  want  to  call 
your  attention  to,  being  what  appears  to  be  a  contest  affidavit,  dated 
December  4,  1903,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  signed  by  John  S.  Jenkins: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  William  F.  Young,  receiver  of  the  land 
office,  John  S.  Jenkins,  of  Oklahoma  County,  Territory  of  OkUihouia,  who  ui>oo 
his  oath  says:  That  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  tract  of  land  embraced  in 
the  homestead  entrj'  of  John  H.  Lyle,  No.  2141>3,  made  November  24,  1003,  for 
the  NW.  i  of  siv.  8,  Twp.  II  N.,  Uge.  4  East  I.  M.,  and  knows  the  pr€»sent  condi- 
tion of  the  same;  also  that  said  John  II.  Lyle  made  said  homestead  entry 
fraudulently  for  the  reascm  that  before  making  said  entry  he  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  one  F.  S.  Douglass  to  make  sjiid  entry  and  hold  the  Siinie,  one- 
half  for  himself  and  one-half  for  the  benefit  of  said  F.  S.  Douglass,  said  Lyle 
to  make  final  i»r()of  on  said  tract  of  land  and  convey  one-half  of  the  same  to  said 
F.  S.  Douglass. 

Is  that  the  Douglass  for  whom  you  had  transmitted  a  farming 
lease  prior  to  that  time? 

Mr.  Benitley.  I  would  not  be  able  to  say  whether  he  was  or  not. 
There  was  a  Douglass  mixed  up  in  this,  and  there  are  several 
Doughisses,  two  or  three.  This  may  have  been  and  may  not  have 
been  he.     I  do  not  i-ecall ;  I  will  not  say  it  was  or  was  not. 

Mr.  E^fBRY.  Now  on  August  21.  1906,  I  observe  in  the  record  a 
relinquishment  of  entry  by  John  H.  Lyle.  I  will  read  it  for  the 
information  of  the  committee: 

ReUnquishmrnl. 

I'NiTED  States  Land  Office, 

Oklalioma  City,  O.  T. 
I,  John  11.  Lyle,  who  made  homestead  entry  for  the  NW.  i.  S.  8,  T.  9  N.,  of 
R.  4  E,,  I.  M.,  being  the  land  described  in  the  accompanying  receiver's  dupli- 
cate receipt,  to  which  this  is  attached,  do  hereby  relinquish  and  quit  claim  to 
the  United  States  of  America  all  of  my  right,  title,  interest,  equity  and  claim 
therein,  and  direct  that  said  entry  be  cancelled  of  record. 
Witness  my  hand  this  8th  day  of  Januao',  IJKM. 

John  H.  Lyle. 
{Subscribed  and  acknowledged  before  me  this  8th  day  of  January,  1904. 

John  R.  Whitman,  Notary  Public, 

Following  that  is  a  receiver's  receipt,  No.  21504,  showing  the  entry 
of  this  tract  of  land,  by  Solomon  Williams. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  Solomon  Williams? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  he  one  of  your  associates  down  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  in  a  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  is  the  man  who  had  charge  of  the  car  that  was 
taken,  and  the  mules  and  s-tock,  to  Mexico,  about  which  you  had  a 
controversy  with  Thackery? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No.  His  brother  John  Williams  was  originally 
employed,  and  later  the  brother  induced  this  one  to  take  his  place, 
and  he  went  on  through  with  the  car. 

Mr.  Embry.  Solomon  Williams  is  the  man  who  took  the  car  to 
Mexico  over  which  you  had  a  controversy  with  Thackery? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  considered  him  an  honest,  straightfor- 
ward bov. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  Solomon's  relations  with  you  at  the  time 
he  made  this  entry  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  relations  between  us 
prior  to  that  time.  I  think  he  was  working  over  at  Okemah.  He  is 
a  brick  mason  and  stone  mason  and  a  cement  fellow.  He  had  been 
working  for  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  had  you  known  him  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  used  to  work  there  more  or  less  for  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  stone  mason. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a   stone  mason  about  the  agency,  was  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  was  employed  irregularly  on  the  foundations  for 
Indian  houses  and  such  work. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  one  of  your  letters  to  Joe  Clark,  formerly  intro- 
duced, dated  May  14,  1901,  among  other  things,  you  say  this: 

I  felt  so  bad  that  I  went  on  home  from  Atokie  yesterday  &  came  here  from 
Shawnee  this  p.  m.  I  am  in  bad  8hai)e  &  what  I  wiU  do  after  to-morrow  wUl 
depend  niwn  how  I  feel.  But  in  any  event  I  think  you  had  better  go  on  over  & 
see  the  Anyline  tract  &  size  up  the  country,  and  I  wlU  arrange  with  Cobb  to 
get  the  stuff  filtnl.    You  will  find  your  new  20  ride  book  in  the  desk. 

Maxey  is  eager  to  settle,  &  you  had  better  see  him  as  soon  as  you  get  in,  as 
he  most  likely  will  leave  soon.  The  hotels  are  full  here  on  account  of  the 
payment,  &  I  had  trouble  in  getting  a  room.  Hell  is  to  pay  in  Mexico,  &  I  do 
not  know  what  to  do;  the  Oklahoma  Kicka|)oos  are  ordered  oflF  the  reservation, 
&  Roman  says  they  are  cami>ed  in  his  pasture.  1  do  not  want  them  to  come 
straggling  back  to  Shawnee,  &  think  It  best  to  rent  a  place  to  put  them  and 
hold  them  there. 

Sol  Williams  filed  on  a  mineral  claim  that  is  right  at  the  town,  &  it  looks 
like  the  town  would  soon  change  from  an  Indian  town  to  a  mining  camp. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  the  same  Solomon  Williams? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  EMBRr.  What  town  is  that  ? 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  Kickapoo  Town,  the  old  original  Xasciamiento 
Town. 

Mr.  Embry.  Near  what  place? 

Mr.  Bentley.  About  28  miles  from  Muzquiz,  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  this  was  not  in  the  Indian  Territory  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  it  is  a  Mexican  place.  Williams  denounced 
and  did  a  great  deal  of  work  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  interest  in  that  claim  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  did  Solomon  Williams  remain  on  that 
tract  of  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mv  recollection  is  that  he  made  one  or  two  crops 
there;  two  crops,  1  guess,  or  at  least  he  made  one  and  planted 
another. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  he  remained  there  until  he  went  to  Mexico  from 
Okemah,  did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir.    Pah-ko-thah,  you  mean  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  Pah-ko-thah? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  went  to  Mexico  with  Pah-ko-thah  long  before 
thatr— -January,  1903,  I  think  perhaps  it  was.  I  do  not  know  posi- 
tively. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  he  was  contested  by  Ives,  was  he  not? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  examined  the  record  as  to  this  contest 
affidavit,  copy  of  which  is  attached  to  the  evidence? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embky.  It  appears  in  this  evidence.  It  is  the  contest  affidavit 
of  W.  W.  Ives,  contesting  the  entry  of  Williams,  dated  the  11th 
day  of  July,  1904.  I  will  read  it  for  the  information  of  the  com- 
mittee : 

Before  the  U.  S.  Land  Office,  Guthrie,  O.  T. 

Affidavit  of  contest. 

Personally  api)eared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority  within  and  for 
the  county  of  Carroll,  State  of  Indiana,  W.  W.  Ives,  whose  post-office  addres? 
Is  Delphi,  Indiana,  who,  after  bc'ing  by  me  first  duly  swoni.  deposes  and  says, 
that  he  is  credibly  informed  and  verily  believes  that  homestead  entry  numl)er 
21,504,  made  at  the  U.  S.  land  office,  Oklahoma  City,  O.  T.,  January  9,  19(M,  by 
Solomon  Williams  for  the  northwest  quarter  (NW.  i),  section  eight  (8), 
township  nine  (9),  north  of  range  four  (4),  east  of  the  Indian  Meridiau, 
Is  fraudulent,  illegal,  and  voidable  for  the  reascm  that  the  said  entryman, 
Solomon  Williams,  did  not  malce  said  homestead  entry  for  his  own  sole  use  and 
benefit,  nor  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  title  to  the  same  under  the  homestesjd 
laws  of  the  Tnited  States,  but  that  said  S(»lomon  Williams'  entry  made  said 
entry  in  part  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  one  Perry  Rodkey,  and  said  Solomon 
Williams  did,  prior  to  the  making  of  said  entry,  contract  and  agree  with  the 
said  Perry  Ilodkey  to  file  on  said  land  and  hold  the  entiy  thereon  and  to  re- 
linquish or  prove  up  on  the  same  as  said  Perry  Rodkey  might  desire,  and  to 
pay  over  to  said  Perry  Rodkey  three-fourths  of  the  proceeds  derived  from 
the  sale  of  the  relinquishment  of  said  land  or,  hi  the  event  of  making  final 
proof,  deed  and  convey  to  said  Perry  Rodkey  or  order  three-fourths  of  sjiid 
quarter  sec!tion,  and  in  pursuance  of  said  agreement  said  Perry  Rodkey  fur- 
nished to  the  said  Solomon  Williams  a  relinquishment  of  the  homestead  entry  of 
one  John  H.  Lyle,  then  on  said  land,  and  a  dismissal  of  the  contest  then  i)eiidiijg. 
made  by  one  J.  S.  Jenkins,  and  also  furnished  said  Solomon  Williams  the  four- 
teen dollars  to  pay  the  fees  and  commissions  of  said  entry.  AiSiaut  therefore 
says  that  said  entry  was  obtained  by  perjury  on  the  part  of  said  entryman  in 
his  homestead  affidavit,  and  affiant  asks  leave  to  prove  said  charges  at  3nch 
time  and  place  as  may  be  named  by  the  said  Register  and  Receiver  for  a  hear- 
ing in  said  cause,  and  that  upon  said  charges  being  i)roven  to  the  sjitisfactlon  of 
the  officials  of  the  Interior  Dept.  said  entry,  number  21,504,  Oklahoma  City 
series,  may  be  declared  cancelled  and  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  he,  the  sjiid 
contestant,  paying  the  expenses  of  said  hearing,  and  affiant  asks  to  enter  said 
land  as  his  homestead.  Affiant  attaches  hereto  the  affidavit  of  Martin  J. 
Bentley  in  corroboration  of  the  charges  herein  made. 

W.  E.  IvES. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  11th  day  of  July,  1904. 

[Seal.]  Newbebby  J.  Howe,  Notary  Public. 

Attending  this  is  the  corroborating  affidavit  of  Martin  J.  Bentley, 
dated  the  7th  day  of  July,  1904.  I  will  read  that  for  the  information 
of  the  committee : 

Tebbitoby  of  Oklahoma, 

County  of  Oklahoma,  ss: 
Martin  J.  Bentley,  being  first  duly  sw^oni,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  Solomon  Williams,  who  made  homestead  entry  No.  21,504,  at  the 
U.  S.  Land  Office,  at  Oklahoma  City,  O.  T.,  on  the  9th  day  of  January,  1904, 
for  the  NW\  quarter  of  section  (8)  in  township  nine,  north  of  range  4,  east 
I.  M. ;  that  affiant  has  personal  knowledge  that  the  said  Solomon  Williams  did 
not  make  said  homestead  entry  for  his  sole  use  and  benefit,  but  that  said 
Solomon  Williams  made  said  entry  for  the  use  and  benefit  in  part  of  one  Perry 
Rodkey,  and  under  an  express  contract  and  agreement  whereby  said  Solomon 
W^illiams  was  to  file  on  said  land  and  hold  said  land,  subject  to  the  disposition 
of  said  Perry  Rodkey  and  others,  and  for  a  compensation  in  money  to  be  paid 
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by  the  said  Perry  Rodkey  to  the  said  Solomon  Williams  for  making  the  said 
entry  and  bold  said  lauds,  and  affiant  says  that  Solomon  Williams  did  not  make 
said  entrj-  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  same  for  his  sole  use  and  benefit 
under  the  homestead  laws  of  the  Tnited  States. 

Martin  J.  Bentley. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  July,  11K)4. 

J.  L.  Fbances,  Xotary  Public, 

Now  do  you  know  about  that  transaction? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  know  that  the  affidavits  were  made  and  the  contest 
was  filed.    The  record  appears  to  he  correct. 

Mr.  Embrv.  How  nmcn  was  Williams  to  pay  Rodkey  for  the  land — 
what  was  he  to  give  him? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  no  definite  knowledge  as  to  the  exact  agi'ee- 
ment  between  Rodkey  and  Williams.  My  understanding  was  that 
Rodkey  had  some  claim  or  right  by  reason  of  aiding  Williams  in 
getting  the  money  to  buy  out  the  contestants  and  those  that  had  the 
title  or  contests  on  the  land,  so  that  Williams  might  acquire  a  filing. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  Rodkey  is  the  man  with  whom  you  talked  about 
the  time  Lyle  entered  on  this  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  the  same  man. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  the  man  with  whom  you  have  been  associated 
more  or  less  since  in  a  business  way? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  been  associated  with  him  some  in  a 
business  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  Solomon  Williams  is  the  man  who  has  been  ass(x?iated 
with  you  quite  extensively  in  a  business  way,  is  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;    not  much. 

Mr.  Embry.  W.  W.  Ives  is,  of  course,  a  man  who  has  associated 
with  you  in  business? 

Mr.  Bentley.  lie  is  a  man  with  whom  I  have  never  had  any  busi- 
ness except  as  trustee  for  these  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  advised  Ives  to  file  this  contest  and  alleged  these 
facts? 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  knew  at  the  time  Williams  made  the  filing,  did 
you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  did  you  first  learn  that? 

Mr.  Bentij:y.  The  first  intimation  I  had  that  any  such  agreement 
existed  between  Rodkey  and  Williams  was  when  Mr.  Rodkey  came  to 
me  and  advised  me  that  probably  I  would  lose  the  money  I  had  ad- 
vanced Williams  to  buy  out  the  homesteader  and  C(mtestant  on  the 
land,  so  that  he  might  get  a  filing.  At  tlie  time  that  was  done 
Rodkey  stood  good  to  me  for  the  money  that  I  advanced  Williams, 
and  his  statement  was  to  me  that  Williams  was  a  worthy  boy  and  he 
wanted  to  help  him,  and  he  believed  he  would  be  able  to  pay  it; 
he  had  a  good  trade  and  was  a  prettj'  thrifty  fellow,  and  I  loaned 
him  the  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  monev  did  vou  advance  Williams  to  pay 
Lyle? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  it  was  about  $2,000.  I  took  Wil- 
liams's note  for  it  at  the  time  to  secure  me,  and  in  the  event  that  he 
might  die  I  had  him  make  a  will. 
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Mr.  ICmbry.  Was  that  at  the  time  when  Williams  filed  on  the  land 
that  ycm  advanced  the  money? 

Mr.  Bkxtley.  Yes,  sir. 

ilr.  Kmi'.ry.  And  yon  look  AVillianis's  note  for  the  money? 

Mr.  Bentjjcy.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emhry.  Secured  in  what  way? 

Mr.  Bkntley.  I  toolc  his  personal  note. 

Mr.  Emrry.  Witli  the  promise  of  Kodkey  to  stand  irood  for  it? 

Mr.  Bentlky.  While  Kodkey  Avas  not  an  inclor>er  Ivodkey  said 
Williams  was  honest  and  relial)le.  Tlie  only  thing  he  thought  that 
could  make  it  unsafe  was  that  AVilliams  might  die  or  get  killed,  or 
something  of  tliat  kind.  ISo  before  T  would  make  the  loan  to  ^yil- 
liams  I  recjuired  him  to  make  a  will  and  suggested  it  to  him.  He 
was  very  cheerful  and  made  a  will,  so  that  in  the  event  of  his  death 
I  would  be  secure. 

Mr.  Emrry.  AVas  it  at  that  time  that  Rodkey  agreed  to  stand 
good  for  it  ? 

Afr.  Bentley.  Rodkey  brought  Williams  to  me  and  stated  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  safe  to  let  him  have  the  money.  He  said  he  was 
a  s<iuare  fellow  and  wcmld  pay  it.  He  thought  he  had  ability  to  pay. 
but  Williams  later  became  very  reckless  and  went  crazy  over  min- 
ing propositions,  antl  neglected  his  business,  and  I  saw  he  probably 
w^ould  not  be  able  to  j^ay  uie,  and  I  thought  perhaps  in  his  mining 
enthusiasui  he  might  disjmse  of  the  land  and  I  would  not  get  my 
money,  and  Mr.  Rodkey  advised  me  that  he  thought  there  would  l>e 
a  remedy,  that  he  felt  morally  under  obligations  to  me  to  get  im 
money.  So  he  gave  me  the  information  upon  which  I  based  my 
reasons,  for  as  you  will  see  in  my  affidavit  I  testified  from  informa- 
tion and  belief,  of  course. 

Mr.  E:mbky.  I  beg  your  i)ardon,  I  do  not  think  you  did. 

Mr.  Bem'ley.  Such  affidavits  are  usually  so  written — it  should 
have  been. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  mean  the  affidavit  in  a  land  contest  ? 
•  Mr.  Bkntley.  It  is  always  from  information  and  belief. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  And  the  real  affidavit  in  that  contest  nuist  be  from 
information  and  belief? 

Mr.  Bentley.  As  I  imderstand  it,  both  the  affidavit  of  contest  and 
corroboration  may  be  from  information  and  belief. 

Mr.  P]mbry.  Do  you  want  to  say  now  you  only  made  that  affida\it 
from  information  and  belief? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  say  that  the  record  shows  that  I  did  not. 
Whatever  the  record  shows  is  probably  correct. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  I  observe  that  Ives's  affidavit  stated  that  Williams 
committed  perjury  in  entering  this  land,  because  he  made  these 
arrangements  with  Rodkey  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  alleges  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  alleges  that  in  his  affidavit  and  you  corroborated 
it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  Williams  made  the  entry  he  was  to  pay 
Rodkey  to  prove  up  part  of  the  land  ? 

Mr.  BENTiiEY.  I  do  not  think  so.  It  was  purely  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  Rodkey  to  want  to  benefit  Williams  and  Lyle.  I  think 
Lyle  had  put  a  good  deal  of  money  in  that  land.    There  had  been  a 
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great  deal  of  litigation  over  it  and  I  think  Kodkey  was  in  a  position 
to  help  out  both  Lyle  and  AVillianis,  and  possess  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Yoii  advanced  this  $:i,000  to  buy  Lyle  out? 

Sir.  Bentley.  To  pay  several  things. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  done  before  AVilliams  filed  on  this  land,  or 
at  the  time  Williams  filed  on  this  land  you  advanced  the  money? 

Sir.  Bentley.  It  was  done  of  course  at  the  time.  AA'illiams  could 
not  file  until  the  contest  had  been  withdraAvn  and  a  claim  for  home- 
stead filed. 

Mr.  Embkv.  You  advanced  the  money  and  Williams  paid  the  man. 
Do  you  not  know  it  Avas  at  tluit  time  thai  Kodkey  agreed  to  stand 
good  for  it,  at  the  time  you  advanced  the  money? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Kodkey  had  brouglit  Williams  and-  urged  me  to 
make  a  loan  of  the  money  to  AVilliams. 

Sir.  E:mbry.  Yes. 

Sir.  Bentley.  And  assured  me  that  he  believed  it  was  all  right, 

that  Williams  Avas  a  fellow  Avho  Avould  pay ;  he  Avas  a  thrifty  boy,  Avas 

•  a  hard-Avorking  felloAv  and  made  a  good  deal  of  money  at  his  trade. 

Sir.  E31BRY.  Did  you  learn  at  that  time  of  the  arrangement  betAveen 
SYilliams  and  IJodkey?- 

Sir.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Sir.  Embry.  How  long  afterAvard  did  you  learn  of  the  arrangement 
betAA'een  Williams  and  Kodkey? 

Sir.  Bentley.  I  think  the  first  knoAvledge  I  had  between  Williams 
and  Ilodkey,  that  is  as  to  Rodkey  having  any  interest  in  the  land,  or 
any  agreement  between  him  and  AVilliams,  Avas  Avhen  Kodkey  be<;ame 
alarmed  and  thought  Williams  Avas  becoming  unreliable  and  probably 
AA^ould  not  pay  me;  that  I  would  lose  my  money. 

Sir.  Embry.  Then  he  suggested  that  you  contest  it? 

Sir.  Bentley.  He  suggested  that  there  should  be  some  remedy,  he 
thought  probably  under  the  law  Williams's  homestead  entry  would 
not  stand;  that  he  had  some  interest  Avith  him.  Of  course  I  had  for- 
gotten exactly  Avhat  it  w^as.  I  aviis  led  to  belieA'e  and  did  believe  that. 
I  do  not  knoAV  but  Avhat  I  Avent  and  talked  to  Williams.  He  may 
haA^e  admitted  that  that  was  the  case.  I  do  not  recollect.  It  is  a  long 
time  ago ;  the  circumstances  happened  a  long  time  ago. 

Sir.  Embky.  Xow,  folloAving  this  contest,  after  that  Williams  re- 
linquished, did  he  not? 

Sir.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Sir.  Embry.  The  whole  matter  Avas  friendly  between  you  and  Wil- 
liams and  Kodkev  and  Ia'cs  ? 

Sir.  Bentley.  1  had  some  contention  with  Williams.  I  had  to  pay 
him  for  some  improvements  he  had  on  his  crops  g:i'0Aving  on  the  land, 
and  we  finally  settled  it,  and  I  took  his  relinquishment  and  his  im- 
provements and  paid  him  for  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  About  that  time  there  Avas  difficulty  OA^er  the  same 
transaction,  Ives  dismissed  his  contest  and  relinquished  his  claim? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Sir.  Embry.  And  you  filed  on  the  land  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  way  you  secured  your  homestead? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  considerable  improAements  on  the  farm 
now? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  well  improved. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  is  your  residence  worth  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  improvements  on  the  land  were — I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  ever  kept  such  an  account  that  I  could  say  exactly  what 
any  particular  improvement  was  worth;  but  I  value  the  improve- 
ments at  about  $5,000. 

Mr.  Embry.  Your  residence,  api^roximately,  what  would  you  say  it 
was  worth? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Somewhere  between  four  and  five  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Embry.  AMien  did  ^^ou  erect  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  filed  November  10,  1904,  I  believe  it  was,  and  in 
May  or  June  following,  before  the  six  months  were  out,  I  think  in 
April,  I  began  quarrying  rock.  It  is  a  very  substantial  house.  The 
first  story  is  of  rock.  I  think  I  began  to  quarrying  rock  for  the  first 
story  of  the  house  and  continued  until  I  had  it  done,  until  the  place 
was  completed ;  cemented  walks  around  it.  It  was  all  built  in  a  sub- 
stantial way. 

Mr.  Embky.  In  putting  these  improvements  on  there,  what  funds 
did  you  use  in  improving  that  homestead  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  1  think  a  considerable  part  of  the  money  that  was 
used  there  was  my  wife's  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  what  source  did  she  secure  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  that  I  will  be  able  to  give  anything 
exact.     We  oAvned  a  good  deal  of  real  estate  in  Shawnee  in  her  name. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  there  any  money  from  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  If  there  is  a  dollar  of  Indian  money  in  my  home- 
stead or  anything  conjiected  with  it,  I  do  not  know  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley,  did  you  have  a  ccmversation  with  L.  C 
Grimes  after  you  returned  from  Mexico  about  the  settlement  of 
these  matters? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  that  conversation  take  place? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  I  met  Mr.  Grimes  twice,  once  at  Oklahoma 
City  and  once  at  Shawnee. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  said  at  Shawnee  about  the  matter? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Alexander  came  and  hunted  me  up  and  said  he  had 
been  down  there  and  found  the  whole  thing  was  a  forgery  and  a 
fraud  and  could  be  broken  up.  He  thought  the  other  fellows  were 
not  treating  Grimes  right ;  Grimes  was  an  old  partner  of  his,  and  he 
thought  the}'  were  going  broke,  and  Grimes  was  going  to  be  broke, 
and  that  if  some  understanding  could  be  had  with  Grimes  that 
Grimes  would  explode  the  Avhole  thing  and  it  would  fall  to  pieces  and 
the  Indians  would  get  their  lands  back.  I  encouraged  Alexander  to 
talk,  and  a  great  deal  of  his  talk  was  in  the  presence  of  a  very  repu- 
table man,  who  I  do  not  at  this  time  care  to  mention. 

Mr.  Embry.  State  his  name.     I  would  like  to  have  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  think  you  had  better  state  his  name,  Mr.  Bent- 
ley. 

*Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  real  objection,  ex- 
cept that  he  might  think  I  was  taking  advantage  of  his  confidence, 
and  I  am  a  little  delicate  about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  know ;  but  the  facts  are  too  important. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Of  course,  if  the  committee  insists  I  will  have  to  give 
the  name.    The  conversation  was  in  the  presence  of  Sam  Powell. 
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Mr.  Embry.  What  was  the  conversation? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Alexander  came  and  wanted  to  talk,  and  Mr.  Powell 
happened  to  be  present  when  he  approached  me,  and  I  insisted,  if  he 
had  anything  to  say,  that  he  say  it  m  Mr.  Powell's  presence. 

Mr.  Emery.  What  was  said  there  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  State  what  he  said,  as  near  as  you  can  recollect. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  he  stated  that  he  had  been  down  there  and 
found  that  the  thing  was  a  forgery  and  a  perjury,  and,  as  I  stated, 
could  be  exploded,  and  that  he  believed 

Senator  Curtis.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  forgery  ? 

Mr.  Bentij^.y.  I  mean  all  that  had  been  done  with  relation  to  tak- 
ing deeds  in  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  By  whom  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  By  (Irimes,  Chapman,  and  Brown,  and  all  the  par- 
ties who  were  interested  in  taking  those  deeds  that  were  taken  before 
the  Mexican  authorities  in  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  forgeries? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  the  deeds  were  forgeries  and  utterly  void  if 
the  facts  were  disclosed.  That  was  the  tenor  of  the  statement  by 
Alexander  to  me,  and  he  said  Grimes  had  told  him  all  about  it  and 
knew  a  great  deal  about  it  from  what  he  had  observed  down  there, 
and  he  talked  a  long  time  and  a  great  deal  about  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  All  of  the  conversation  occurred  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Powell,  did  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  insisted  that  I  come  over  to  the 
hotel  and  talk  wnth  (Jrimes. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  at  Shawnee,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir,  at  Shawnee,  and  I  went  over  there  and  had 
quite  a  lengthy  conversaticm. 

Senator  Cuims.  Who  is  Tony  Alexander? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Tony  Alexander  is  the  same  Tony  Alexander  who 
has  been  testified  to  so  often  in  the  earlier  stages  of  this  testimony  as 
"  Split  Lip." 

Senator  Cltitis.  Is  he  the  same  man  whom  the  banker,  Benson, 
testified  he  had  employed  at  so  much  a  month  to  go  down  there  and 
represent  his  people,  or  Benson's  people  i 

Mr.  BfiifTLEY.  Yes,  sir;  he  so  stated  to  me  at  the  time — that  he  was 
or  had  been  employed  by  Mr.  Benson.    I  think  he  was  then  employed. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  Mr.  Benson's  testimony — that  lie  had 
employed  him? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  the  same  man,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  same  man. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  he  is  the  same  man  who  so  frequently  associated 
with  Grimes  and  his  people  at  the  time  they  secured  those  dec^ds  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  felt  that  some  information  would  be  ob- 
tained by  going  over  there  and  talking  the  matter  over  with  them; 
that  they  would  probably  disclose  the  details  that  I  was  not  already 
aware  ox,  and  I  found  that  I  did  get  a  good  deal  of  useful  information 
out  of  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  a  talk  with  them  at  which  hotel  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  At  the  Burt  hotel. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  present  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Alexander  was  present  part  of  the  time. 


1360  AFFAIRS    OF    THE    MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

Mr.  Embry.  AMio  else? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No  one  else  except  Grimes,  of  course. 

Mr.  P^MiiRY.  Was  Mr.  Powell  present  then? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Kmhry.  Tell  us  nil  that  was  said  in  that  conversation? 

Mr.  Bentley.  (irinies  went  on  to  say  that  if  a  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment could  he  made  that  he  was  willing:,  as  he  put  it,  to  break  up  the 
whole  thin<r — that  is,  to  reveal  such  facts  and  testimony  as  would 
vitiate  the  deeds  that  had  ])een  taken  in  Mexico;  he  was  ready  and 
willing  to  do  that  provided  he  could  be  secui'ed  in  getting  some  of 
the  land  that  would  not  lie  incuml>ered  and  would  not  be  in  litigation, 
but  he  attached  a  further — I  do  not  know  exact Iv  how  to  exprt»ss 
it 

Senator  Cirtis.  Condition? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  or  proviso,  that  other  Indians  could  l>e 
moved  to  Mexico  and  he  should  be  assoiMated  with  me;  and  of  course 
I  very  frankly  told  him  that  in  view  of  the  things  that  he  had  Ix^en 
having  done,  and  his  character,  that  I  would  not  consider  for  a  mo- 
ment being  associated  with  him:  and  I  stated  to  him  that  it  wa? 
wicked  and  terrible  the  way  they  had  treated  the  Indians  down  there, 
that  they  had  been  honest  and  loyal  to  me  and  I  could  not  entertain 
the  idea  of  getting  any  niore  Indians  in  such  a  position,  or  Ih»  asso- 
ciated in  such  things,  and  Grimes  said  *'  Damn  the  Indians,  they  are 
wolves,  all  of  theuL" 

Senator  Crinis.  What  part  of  the  land  did  he  want? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  conversation  did  not  drift  that  far,  except  if  I 
w^ould  deed  him  some  of  the  land  over  Avhich  there  was  now  no  liti- 
gation or  controversy — I  think  he  named  the  allotments,  but  I  have 
forgotten  which,  two  or  three  pieces  of  land,  if  he  could  get  those 
pieces  of  land  and  get  thiun  clear  and  be  in  a  posjtion  where  he  wa> 
certain  he  would  get  them,  he  would  give  all  the  details  and  aid  in 
destroying  the  deeds  that  were  taken  in  Mexico. 

Senator  Cvrtts.  In  sj^eaking  of  Grimes,  yon  mean  L.  C.  Grimes? 

Mr.  Bextlev.  Yes.  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Who  was  a  partner  of  Benion,  Chapman,  and 
Brown  i 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  Johnson;  yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  He  was  also  a  partner  of  the  people  known  a^  the 
Johnson,  Cade,  and  Grimes  crowd? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  the  same  Grimes. 

Senator  CnnTS.  And  a  partner  of  (larrett,  Conine,  and  Jacobs? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  the  same  Grimes. 

Senator  Cirhs.  That  is  the  man,  is  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes.  sir;  the  identical  person. 

Senator  La  Follette.  What  reason  did  he  assi^  to  you,  after  you 
got  over  to  the  hotel,  for  being  willing  to  make  this  disposal  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Pli-^  reason  was  that  the  parties  who  had  furnished 
the  money,  j)articularly  Benson,  had  not  been  fair  with  him,  and 
that  it  a])peared  the  land  was  going  into  litigation:  that  Benson 
would  claim  so  much  tor  expens<»<  and  so  nuich  interest  on  the  money 
investetl  that  in  the  end  he  would  get  nothing  out  of  it,  and  he 
seemed  very  nuicli  discouraged  at  the  time  about  his  prospect  of 
profit. 
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Mr.  Embry.  What  is  your  best  recollection  now  as  to  the  hmd  that 
Grimes  would  want,  as  the  condition  of  his  turning  this  all  up? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  that  he  indicated  that  he  wanted 
several  pieces  of  land  in  the  neifrhborhood  of  where  he  had  lived  up 
there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  give  you  any  of  the  details  or  tell  you  any  of 
the  features  wherein  he  could  be  of  service  in  turning  this  matter  up? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  except  in  a  general  way,  that  he  was  willing  to 
disclose  all  the  facts  which  would  utterly  destroy  all  the  deeds  taken 
down  there  in  Mexico  and  return  the  land  to  the  Indians. 

^fr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  a  conversation  with  him  at  another 
time,  probably  later  at  Oklahoma  City? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  Mr.  Grimes  came  to  my  room  once 
in  Shawnee  at  the  XorAvood  Hotel. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  anyone  present  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Bentlky.  Probably  (irimes's  nephew  may  have  come  with 
him.  but  I  do  not  rememlx^r. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  his  nephew's  name? 

Mr.  Bkxtlkv.  W.  C.  (irimes.  At  the  time  referred  to  at  the  Nor- 
w^ood  Hotel  ilr.  Grimes  came  and  said  that  Benson  had  sent  him  to 
see  if  this  matter  could  be  fixed  up;  that  they  were  willing  to  turn 
over  to  me,  as  I  understood  it  at  the  time,  about  $20,000  that  was  in 
the  First  National  Bank  at  Eagle  Pass,  and  add  $500  to  each  allot- 
ment that  they  had  a  deed  for,  which  would  amount  to  about  $50,000 
that  they  were  willing  to  pay. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  mean  to  pay  an  additional  amount  ? 

ifr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  the  additional  amount  they  proposed  to 
pay  if  I  would  get  out  and  have  nr)thing  to  do  with  the  litigation  and 
go  away  and  stay  away;  it  was  the  amount  of  money  they  would  give 
me  to  compromise  and  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  it — alx>ut  $50,000, 
and  that  Avould  include  the  money  then  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the 
Indians  at  Eagle  Pass.  T  led  Mr.  Grimes  along  to  think  that  some- 
thing might  come  of  the  negotiations,  and  it  was  through  that  con- 
versation with  him  that  the  schedule  now  in  this  record  was  submitted 
to  me  by  Benson  as  to  tlie  land  t])at  Benson  Avas  to  get.     It  is  on  page 

of  the  record.     Exhibit  No.  15. 

Senator  Cirtis.  I  want  you  to  correct  that.  It  is  hundreds  of 
dollars. 

ilr.  Bentley.  The  right  hand  column  was  put  in  in  lead  pencil 
by  me. 

Senator  Cirtis.  In  whose  handwriting? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  right  hand  coliunn  was  hurriedly  put  in  in 
my  hand. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  At  whose  suggestion  ? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  I  can  not  say;  the  figures  on  the  original  paper, 
in  the  first  column,  were  in  lienson's  handwriting.  That  was  the 
condition  the  paper  was  in  when  it  was  handed  to  me.  In  making 
computations  in  my  own  mind  as  to  the  actual  value  of  the  land,  but 
I  recall  now  that  I  did  it  when  called  upon  by  Senator  Clapp  to  indi- 
cate the  real  value  of  the  land. 

Senator  Ctrtls.  There  are  four  $35  items. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  intended  to  be  hundreds.  That  is  intended 
for  $3,500,  $1,500,  $3,500,  $8,000,  $3,500,  and  $3,500. 
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The  Chairman.  Then  the  balance  is  correct  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  My  computation  there  shows  that  they 
secured  $85,100  worth  of  land  for  $18,600,  which  they  had  never 
paid,  which  was  still  in  bank,  and  which  if  I  had  become  party  to 
the  robbery  they  would  turn  over  to  me  instead  of  the  Indians- 
Mr.  Embrv.  They  represented  to  you  that  that  was  the  money  they 
had  expended,  did  they? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  or  were  to  pay. 

The  Chairman.  The  first  column  was  what  they  were  willing  to 
pay? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir ;  the  second  column  is  my  estimate  of  the  value 
of  the  land. 

Mr.  Kmhry.  If  I  understand  the  proposition  made  to  you  at  the 
Norwood  was  that  you  would  check  down  for  yourself  or  the  Indians 
that  amount? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The}^  were  to  draw  down  this  $18,600  and  deliver  it 
to  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  were  to  check  down  and  deliver  to  you  the  moneys 
then  remaininir  in  the  First  National  Bank  that  had  been  deposited 
for  the  Indians  and  pay  you  an  additional  amount  equal  to  $500  per 
allotment  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir:  I  think  it  was  fiinired  out  there  that  the 
total  amount  would  be  about  $50,000.  At  that  time  and  in  that  con- 
versation I  also  gained  a  great  deal  of  information  from  Mr.  (xrimes 
as  to  what  he  had  done  in  Mexico  and  as  to  the  plans  of  the  outfit. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  what  it  was. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Well,  as  to  the  Indians  being  taken  to  Guajardo''? 
and  the  policemen  being  there,  and  their  being  intimidated  and 
brought  there;  that  they  brought  them  there  under  armed  guard,  and 
while  Grimes  did  not  say  that  they  never  signed  any  deeds  there  he 
would  not  insist  that  they  had  signed  any.  In  contending  with  him 
about  it  he  did  not  state  to  me  that  anybody  ever  signed  anything, 
and  he  admitted  that  he  had  never  paid  them  anything. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  Can  you  state  tlie  conversation  just  as  it  occurred 
there,  as  near  as  you  can  recall  the  language? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  probably  I  talked  to  him  for  two  hours  there. 
We  quarreled  about  the  matter,  and  it  would  be  veiy  difficult  to 
state  the  exact  language.  Probably  if  I  should  think  the  matter  over 
I  might  recall  a  great  deal  as  to  what  was  said,  but  in  this  hurried 
statement  I  may  not  be  able  to  i-ecall  it  all.  I  do  now  recall  that  the 
proposition  to  compromise  was  under  consideration  at  three  differ- 
ent times,  first  at  the  Stewart  Hotel  in  Oklahoma  City,  probably  in 
October,  1900,  and  at  the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Grimes's  attorney.  The 
next  interview  was  a  few  days  later,  at  the  Norwood  Hotel  at  Shaw- 
nee, Okla..  and  the  last  was  the  time  related,  when  Alexander  opened 
the  negotiations,  which  was  at  Shawnee,  in  March,  1907.  In  the 
negotiations  at  Oklahoma  City  it  was  proposed  that  a  part  of  the 
$500  on  each  allotment  should  go  to  Grimes.  Later  on,  at  the  Nor- 
wood Hotel  in  Shawnee,  Grimes  suggested  that  a  more  advantageous 
arrangement  might  be  made  if  I  would  accept  some  allotments  in 
lieu  of  money.  I  assured  him  from  time  to  time  that  if  I  found  him 
insincere  the  negotiations  would  end,  and  at  the  Norwood  he  sug- 
gested that  I  take  some  minor  allotments,  which  he,  of  course,  knew 
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they  had  no  title  to,  and  this  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  say,  "  You 
are  not  sincere,"  and  to  terminate  the  neg^otiations,  and  there  it 
ended,  except,  perhaps,  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Benson  when  he 
approached  me  seeking  some  kind  of  a  compromise,  and  I  said  to  him, 
"  The  subcommittee  or  members  of  the  Indian  Committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate on  Indian  Affairs  are  now  in  tlie  Indian  Territory,  and  if  you 
have  anything  to  propose  lay  the  matter  before  them."  I  have  now 
given  as  complete  a  synopsis  of  the  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Chap- 
man-Grimes-Conine crowed  to  compromise  as  I  ajn  able  to  do  w^ithout 
further  reflection,  except  to  say  that  they  at  all  times  up  to  November 
of  the  present  year  continued  to  send  any  and  everybody  to  me  that 
they  thought  might  have  any  influence,  urging  that  the  matter  be 
compromised  and  the  scandal  that  would  grow  out  of  the  investiga- 
tion be  avoided. 

Mr.  Embry.  Give  us  briefly  what  was  said  at  Oklahoma  City? 

The  Chairman.  This  last  time. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  the  conversation  was  along  the  line  that  no- 
body would  believe  the  testimony  of  the  Indians,  and  that  (jrinies  was 
going  to  win  anyhow,  right  or  wrong.  We  contended  as  to  whether 
the  Indians  had  signed  or  not  and  in  the  conversation  I  learned  that 
some  for  whom  they  had  deeds  had  never  been  to  Guajardo's  house 
at  all ;  this  was  the  first  conference. 

Senator  Curtis.  Right  at  that  point.  Did  you  get  the  names  of 
any  of  those  Indians? 

^Ir.  Bentley.  It  was  through  that  conversation  that  I  learned  that 
Tah-pah-she  had  never  been  to  Guajardo's  house.  I  remember 
making  a  remark  to  Mr.  Grimes  that  he  surely  did  not  intend  that 
Paw-kaw-kah,  the  iml)ecile  Indian,  ever  signed  any  deed.  lie  said, 
''  Well,  hell,  it  does  not  matter  whether  he  came  upstairs  or  not,  he 
would  not  have  knoAvn  it  if  he  had  come  upstairs  whether  he  signed 
or  not ;"  I  remember  that  statement. 

Mr.  Embry.  I^t  me  interrupt  you  there.  Did  Paw-kaw-kah  sign 
a  Government  deed? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  did. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  he  sign  that  deed? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  was  signed  in  Mexico  or  in  Eagle  Pass 
before  somebodv. 

Mr.  Embry.  i)o  you  know  when  he  signed  that  deed  i 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  not  be  certain  as  to  that.  I  thought  at  the 
time  that  it  was  a  very  remarkable  thing  that  the  Government  would 
permit  the  approval  of  a  deed  given  by  an  imbecile,  because  the  rec- 
ords here  showed  that  he  was  an  iml)ecile. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  true,  but  people  do  not  always  look  at  records. 
Did  vou  make  an}^  repre.sentation  that  he  Avas  an  imbecile  at  that 
timef 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  thii  k  I  did;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it 
officially.  The  Indians  were  very  much  in  need  of  money;  it  was 
agreed  between  Okemah  and  Wahpahchequa  when  he  made  the  deed 
that  if  his  money  ever  came  it  was  to  be  used  to  provide  a  home  for 
all  of  them,  and  inasmuch  as  they  had  to  support  him  and  take  care 
of  him,  I  thought  if  the  deed  went  through,  let  it  go,  but  I  did  not 
suppose  it  would  ever  go  through.    I  was  very  much  surprised  when 
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the  a^eiit  put  up  and  advertised  the  lard  for  sale  under  the  circuiu- 
stances. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  3'ou  know  who  witnessed  the  deed? 

Mr.  Hentlev.  Xo,  sir;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Mr.  Emuky.  You  were  not  prescMit  at  the  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  may  have  been  and  I  may  not  have  l>een:  I  have 
no  distinct  recollection.  I  may  have  been  present  and  may  have 
witi  essed  when  he  touched  the  pen. 

Mr.  Emrry.  lie  was  at  that  time  an  imbecile,  was  he? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Emrky.  Did  you  niake  any  efFoi-t  to  cjet  that  money  from  the 
Government  after  the  deed  was  approved? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  did  myself.  Af\*»r 
that  money  came  into  the  hands  of  the  (iovernment  Mr.  Thacker>' 
sent  to  Mexico  $10  a  month  of  the  ])rincipal,  and  I  told  Mr.  Bonnet 
about  it  and  he  wrote  to  the  Indian  Office  and  tohl  them  that  rather 
than  the  boy's  money  should  lie  in  the  bank  and  yield  him  no  inter- 
est that  they  would  take  his  money  and  ^ive  a  ])roper  bond  for  it.  and 
would  «rive  $10  a  month  for  the  use  of  it,  so  the  principal  wouhl  i-e- 
main  intact.  I  have  an  idea  that  it  was  that  proposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Border  X'^atioral  Bank  probably  su;Lr<rested  the  idea  that  thoM* 
moneys  should  be  in  some  way  put  out  on  interest.  Mr.  Thackery,  it 
seems,  took  it  up  with  the  Indian  OHice  and  said  he  preferred  to  loan 
the  money  there  in  vShawnee  to  the  local  banks,  and  he,  T  think,  asked 
authority  to  advertise  for  bids  for  the  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  not  Mr.  Thackery  suggest  that  if  the  money  was 
loaned  to  Mr.  Bonnet  that  some  security  should  be  pven? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  bank  itself,  in  its  application  to  the  Indian 
Office,  stated  throup:h  ilr.  Howe  that  they  would  give  a  proper  lioud 
if  they  received  the  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  nothing  else  was  done.  The  Government  loaned 
it  under  the  general  rule,  did  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  is  })earing  5  per  cent  or  6  per  cent  inter- 
est; something  like  tliat. 

Mr.  Embiiy.  Xow,  let  us  go  back  to  the  Oklahoma  City  conversa- 
tion.    How  long  were  you  over  there  with  Mr.  (irimes? 

Mr.  Bentley.  We  talked  for  three  or  four  hours  about  various 
things.    Grimes  is  a  hard  man  to  talk  to. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  think  it  was  after  they  made  this  compromise  con- 
tract which  you  suggested  they  made. 

Mr.  Bentlky.  Yes.  sir;  it  was  after  that. 

Mr.  Embky.  Did  any  of  those  other  fellows  at  any  time — I  mean 
the  felloAVs  who  were  asMXMated  with  Grimes — come  into  this  conver- 
sation ? 

Mr.  Bentlky.  X'^o,  sir;  but  everybody  in  the  country  there,  bank- 
ers and  all  kinds  of  people,  had  harassed  me  to  death  and  chased  nie 
all  over  the  country,  talking  compromise. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  Joe  Auams,  the  lawyer,  present  at  any  of  tho>t' 
c()nv(»rsati()n^? 

Mr.  Bentlky.  Joe  Adams  was  at  Oklahoma  City  at  the  time  I 
talked  with  Grimes,  and  he  left  and  went  to  Shawnee.  He  caught  a 
late  train,  1  tliink.  It  was  through  Adams  that  I  talked  with 
Grimes,  in  fact.     Adams  urged  me  to  talk  with  Grimes  about  it. 
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Mr.  Emijry.  Adams  was  the  attorney  for  Grimes,  was  he? 

Mr.  Rentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Where  did  Adams  solicit  you  to  go  and  talk  with 
Grimes? 

Mr.  Bentlev.  I  think  Adams  sent  me  word  at  Shawnee  and  talked 
with  me  alK)ut  it  at  Tecumseh.  He  said  he  wanted  me  to  talk  with 
Grimes.  He  said  that  unless  something  wa^  done  the  chances  were 
that  if  I  persisted  in  my  course  there  would  he  endless  litigation  in 
the  matter,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  better  for  the  Indians  and 
better  for  everybody  if  it  could  1h^  fixed  up;  that  if  the  (jovermnent 
took  hold  of  it  no  one  would  get  anything. 

Mr.  P]mbry.  Did  t]iey  in  those  c<mversations  submit  any  scraps  of 
paper  or  data  or  anything  other  than  appears  (m  page  81  i 

5lr.  Benti.ey.  No,  sir:  Benson  was  the  only  one  who  ever  sub- 
mitted anything  that  I  recall  in  writing,  except  (irimes  had  some 
papers  with  figures  and  names  on  them  at  the  Norwood  Hotel,  but  I 
cannot  say  that  he  submitted  them:  I  do  not  recall  what  became  of 
them. 

Mr.  EMiiRY.  Benson's  conversation  with  you  was  apart  fi'om  the 
conversation  with  Grimes? 

Mr.  Bentlky.  Yes,  sir:  I  talked  with  him  at  the  Oklahcmia 
National  Bank. 

Mr.  Embry.    What  did  Benson  say? 

Mr.  Bextley.  BenK)n  said  that  somebody — I  have  forgotten  who — 
but  some  one  told  me  that  Benson  wanted  to  see  me:  that  Bens(m 
wanted  me  to  call  at  the  bank,  and  I  had  some  other  business  at  the 
bank,  and  while  in  there  T  became  engaged  in  conversation  with  Mr. 
Benson,  and  Benson  said  that  it  looked  like  he  had  got  into  a  pretty 
bad  deal  and  he  would  like  to  get  out  of  it:  that  he  would  like  to 
compromise  it.  and  I  led  him  along  and  got  all  the  infonnation  I 
could  out  of  him  as  to  the  amount  of  money  he  had  in  it  and  how  he 
felt  a})out  it.  At  that  time  I  felt  very  sore  at  Mr.  Bensim :  I  had  ad- 
vised him  to  kecj)  out  of  it :  I  told  him  it  was  rob])ery  and  that  he 
Avould  lose  his  money  prior  to  that  time,  and  the  result  of  that  con- 
versation was  that  I  sirggested  to  him  "well,  I  do  not  know  what  you 
have  bought  or  claim  an  interest  in:''  I  said  "prepare  a  list  of  the 
deeds  you  have  got,  showing  the  land  and  the  money  you  have  paid 
and  what  you  have  a  claim  to,"  and  he  said  "all  right,  call  in  the 
morning,  to-morrow,  and  I  will  give  it  to  you,"  and  I  called  and  he 
gave  me  the  list  which  is  now  in  the  record. 

Senator  Crirns.  Is  that  the  list  you  got  from  Benson? 

ilr.  Bexteey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  want  to  ask  you  about  an  attorney's  fee  that  you 
had  to  pay  to  a  lawyer  iji  Mexico.  How  much  did  you  say  it  was  that 
he  sued  you  for? 

Mr.  Bextley.  He  sued  me,  I  think,  for  twelve  or  fourteen  hundred 
dollai*s. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  paid  him  how  nnu^h? 

Mr.  Bentley.  When  the  suit  was  compromised  the  expenses  of  my 
attorney  in  making  the  compromise  and  the  amount  paid  the  Mexican 
lawyer  was  :?>1,()0(). 

Senator  Cirtis.  You  had  paid  him  something  before  that,  had 
you  not? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Before  that  I  had  paid  him  $200  Mexican  inone\' 
and  I  think  Mr.  Field  had  ^iven  him  $200,  and  I  had  given  him  $«ro 
expense  money.    I  sent  the  $200  to  him  by  Mr.  Field. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  did  he  do  for  you  there  for  that  fee? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  he  appeared  there  and  claimed  to  defend  me. 
He  did  not  make  much  defense,  however.  He  seemed  to  be  afraid  of 
the  judpfe. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  any  of  that  fee  to  go  to  any  one  else  through  that 
lawyer? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  w  as  his  fee  and  expense  money  that  he  claimed  in 
be  getting  from  me  at  the  time  of  settlement.  He  sued  me.  The  cor- 
respondence in  that  matter  might  be  of  interest.  I  was  very  much 
surprised  when  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Border  National  Bank 
w  ith  the  bill  inclosed  for  this  tw^elve  or  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  and 
I  wrote  him  and  told  him  that  I  thought  of  employing  an  attorney 
regularly  in  Mexico,  but  if  his  charges  w  ere  a  sample  of  attorney  fee> 
in  Mexico  it  was  just  as  well  to  be  robbed  in  the  first  instance  as 
the  last. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  have  any  arrangement  with  him  l>efore  you 
engaged  him  as  to  his  fees? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  could  not  say ;  I  was  there  in  jail  and  he  was  the 
only  lawyer  in  Mexico  who  was  available.  A  man  w'ho  was  a  friend 
of  Galindo  recommended  him  to  me  and  guaranteed  that  Galmdo's 
charge,  including  his  expenses,  would  not  exceed  $180;  the  man's 
name  was  Castilanos.  It  seemed  that  Outcelt  and  Grimes  had  not 
found  out  who  he  was.  He  is  a  Cuban  and  a  newspaper  man  down 
there.  I  met  him  on  the  train  when  I  was  coming  from  Saltillio  to 
Mexico  the  day  I  w^as  arrested.  I  told  him  my  conversation  with  rhe 
governor ;  that  I  had  been  assured  by  Governor  Cardinas  that  I  might 
return  to  Muzquiz  and  I  would  not  be  arrested  and  imprisoned,  and 
he  stated  that  he  knew  the  governor  w^ell  and  that  he  might  be  of 
some  use  to  me  there;  and  I  outlined  to  him  that  those  men  were 
there  to  rob  the  Indians  and  that  I  was  trying  to  defend  the  Indians, 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley,  w^hat  property  have  you  other  than  this 
trust  property? 

The  Chairman.  Suppose  you  let  Mr.  Bentley  finish  his  statement 

Mr.  Embry.  Pardon  me. 

Mr.  Benti.ev.  So  I  suggested  to  Castillanos  that,  being  a  stranger, 
he  might  get  in  touch  with  Outcelt  and  (irimes,  and  more  particularly 
Outcelt,  and  find  out  for  me  what  their  purpose  was;  and  I  suggested 
that  probably  they  might  employ  him  as  interpreter,  and  I  think  they 
did  employ  him  as  interpreter.  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  see 
him  until  I  was  arrested  and  taken  up  and  put  in  jail.  He  came  and 
told  me  later  that  this  gang  was  after  me  and  was  going  to  hold  me  in 
prison  indefinitely,  if  they  could.  He  said :  "  The  plan  is  to  try  you 
here  and  take  you  to  Monclova  to  the  general  prison  and  keep  you 
there  until  thev  get  through  with  these  Indians.'  It  seems  that  Out- 
celt or  some  oi  them  had  disclosed  their  plan  to  him  so  that  he  knew 
exactly  w hat  was  being  done.  He  said  to  me  then,  "  You  have  no 
more  show  here  than  a  sheep  would  have  amon^  a  lot  of  w^olves  un- 
less you  get  an  attorney  of  some  note.''  I  then  inquired  of  him  what 
it  would  cost  and  gave  him  $10,  and  he  w^ent  to  the  telegraph  office 
and  wired  for  this  man  Galindo.     He  stayed  around  there  several 
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daj's.  He  advised  me  when  I  was  acauitted  to  get  out  of  there  and 
never  come  back.  He  said :  '^  These  lellows  want  you.  There  is  a 
lot  of  money  up  somewhere."  And  he  said :  '"  If  you  attempt  to 
escape,  be  very  cautious,  because  they  would  not  hesitate  to  murder 
you ;  they  would  turn  a  lot  of  these  criminals  loose  and  make  special 
policemen  of  them,  and  if  they  get  you  they  will  murder  you.'"  That 
was  Castillano's  statement  to  me.  1  learned  afterwards  that  they  did 
do  that.  Well,  that  night,  or  at  3  o'clock  the  next  morning,  Conine 
appeared  at  the  hotel  at  Esperanzas  and  demanded  of  the  proprietor 
that  he  be  permitted  to  search  the  hotel.  I  arrived  in  Esperanzas 
about  0  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  stayed  at  the  home  of  a  friend. 
The  police  and  rurales  were  searching  the  town  for  me  all  day,  but 
they  failed  to  find  me,  and  that  night  I  escaped  on  horseback,  going 
from  there  to  Barroteran,  with  the  expectation  of  catching  a  ifreight 
train  at  11.80.  I  had  an  order  from  the  railroad  company  for  any 
conductor  of  any  train  to  carry  me  out  and  conceal  me  if  possible,  and 
I  took  refuge  there  in  the  car  repairer's  house  or  office. 

Soon  after  I  arrived  there  the  car  repairer  brought  in  a  telegram 
that  he  had  copied  from  the  hook  in  the  operator's  office,  and  he  would 
copy  the  messages  and  bring  them  in  to  me.  About  the  first  telegram 
that  came  was  one  to  the  authorities  at  Sabinas,  or  rather  from  (xua- 
jardo  to  Sabinas,  which  is  20  miles  east  of  Barroteran,  and  Guajardo 
wired  them  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  me  and  search  everything.  The 
next  telegram  that  came  was  to  the  chief  of  police,  stating  that  he 
and  his  whole  force  would  be  held  responsible  if  I  got  by.  That  was 
the  night  they  arrested  Field  at  Sabinas  and  threw  him  in  jail  in  the 
same  way  they  did  me,  thinking  he  was  me.  My  freight  train  did 
not  come,  and  at  probably  2  oVloc*k  in  the  morning  a  policeman  came 
in  the  room  where  I  was  and  I  hid  behind  the  door  and  as  he  came 
in  he  pushed  the  door  against  the  wall,  and  I  side  stepped;  he  j)roved 
to  be  a  fellow  who  did  not  have  very  good  eyesight  and  the  door 
slammed  against  the  wall,  and  as  he  pulled  it  back  I  stei)ped  behind  it 
and  he  took  a  big  stick  and  punched  behind  it  and  all  the  cots  with  his 
stick,  and  went  out^  The  freight  train  did  not  come  and  when  I  saw 
daylight  was  coming  I  could  not  go  in  the  desert  to  hide  l)ecause 
there  was  no  w^ater,  and  that  meant  death;  so  this  car  repairer  ar- 
ranged with  the  s(»ction  foreman  to  hide  in  his  house  and  1  crossed 
the  track  and  laid  down  there  and  about  1).30  a.  m.  that  freight  train 
came,  and  he  saw  the  engineer  and  arranged  with  him,  and  while 
the  police  were  standing  on  the  platform  on  the  opposite  side  this 
foreman  and  I  walked  down  the  other  side;  he  had  a  newspaper  in 
his  hand  and  appeared  to  be  reading  something  to  me.  I  kejjt  on 
the  opposite  of  him  and  we  walked  down  the  track  and  got  into  the 
caboose  and  somebody  gave  the  engineer  a  signal  and  we  got  out  of 
there.  Unfortunately  there  were  hve  or  six  Mexican  dead  l)eats  on 
the  train  and  I  knew  they  w^ould  give  me  away  when  we  arrived  at 
Sabinas,  so  I  induced  the  train  crew  to  stop  out  there  in  the  dejjert, 
10  miles  away,  and  put  them  off,  and  when  we  arrived  at  Sabinas 
thev  locked  me  in  the  locker  of  the  caboose.  They  said  '*  We  have 
had  nothing  to  eat  vet  and  we  can  not  get  out  of  here  until  half-past 
11,"  and  I  said  ''  if  you  will  let  the  matter  of  your  breakfast  go;  let 
it  appear  that  you  are  doing  your  switching  before  breakfast  and  get 
your  train  ready  to  leave,  and  if  you  can  get  a  clear  track  and  get 
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me  out,  I  will  give  you  $10  each."  They  made  that  arrangement  Avith 
me  and  we  were  only  in  there  twenty-seven  minutes,  but  ii  we  had  re- 
mained there  until  half-past  11  o'clock,  I  would  have  perished  in  tliar 
place,  and  Ijesides  the  policeman  would  have  broken  into  that  oabor-*-: 
they  were  just  waiting  around  there  until  the  crew  left  and  they  j)ruh- 
ably  Avould  have  attacked  the  caboose.  Fortunately  the  truck  \\ri- 
clear  from  there  to  C.  P.  Diaz,  and  the  engineer  pulled  out  slowly  a- 
•  if  he  was  going  up  to  ba(*k  in  on  a  switch,  and  when  he  got  a  couple  of 
train  lengths  away  he  put  on  full  steam.  Of  coui-se  the  rest  of  i.jy 
trip  was  attended  with  more  or  less  difliculties,  but  I  do  not  care  in 
take  the  time  of  the  connuittee  to  dwell  upon  them,  except  to  >;iy 
that  I  found  both  the  wagon  and  railroad  bridges  guarded  at  C.  R 
Diaz,  and  liad  I  started  to  cross  in  the  ordinary  way  I  would  Uuvii 
been  arrested  and  imprisoned  there. 

Mr.  P^^imiv.  Mr.  Bentley,  what  property  have  you  other  than  thi- 
Indian  ])roiJerty '( 

Mr.  Bentlev.  In  Oklahoma? 

Jlr.  Embky.  Yes;  in  Oklahoma. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  only  estate  that  I  have  in  Oklahoma  that  i-  in 
my  oAvn  name  is  my  homestead. 

Mr.  Emhry.  AVhat  property  have  you  elsewli^re? 

Mr.  Bexti.ey.  I  have  no  other  property  elseAvliere  except  property 
that  I  owned  and  estate  that  belonged  to  me  before  I  ever  saw  a 
Kickapoo  Indian,  and  I  will  therefore  refuse,  or  would  rather  not 
testify  as  to  that;  I  consider  that  strictly  my  own  private  bu>ine<s, 
I  have  invariably  had  plenty  of  money  since  I  have  been  in  Okla- 
homa, and  to  disclose  my  resources  outside  of  Oklahoma  I  do  not 
think  I  should  be  required  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  1  ask  you  this  question,  Mr.  Bentlev,  becaase  you 
assume  to  act  as  trustee  for  a  number  of  these  Kickapoo  and  other 
Indians.  It  has  been  shown  by  the  testimony  that  Mr.  Ives,  who 
holds  the  title,  receives  these  trust  funds  and  turns  them  over  to  you 
without  requiring  vou  to  account  for  them. 

Mr.  Bextley.  Y*as,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  your  financial  responsibility  to  respond  to  these 
Indians  at  any  time  tor  moneys  received  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  proi)er 
subject  of  inquiry. 

Mr.  BENTun'.  As  to  the  question  of  my  liability  I  will  state  to  the 
committee  in  all  candor  that  within  four  hours  at  anv  time  when  I 
am  in  the  city  of  Shawnee  I  can  make  mvself  responsible  in  judgment, 
I  believe,  to  the  extent  of  $75,000  or  $100,000.  I  am  not  insolvent:  I 
have  met  all  the  Indians'  notes  as  they  matiu'ed  or  when  they  wanted 
their  money.  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  account  for  every  dollar  that 
I  ever  had  of  their  money,  and  I  submit  to  the  committee  that  I  have 
taken  the  only  course  that  I  could  have  taken  to  protect  their  interest 
and  conserve  their  funds. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Embry,  do  you  insist  upon  an  answer  to  your 
question  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  You  should  not  ask  that  question.  We  are  not 
investigating  this  question  of  trust  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Chairman,  do  you  not  think  that  you  should 
submit  the  question  to  the  committee  ? 


AFFAIRS    OF    THE    MEXICAN    KICKAPOO    INDIANS.  1369 

The  Chairman.  In  my  judgment  there  is  nothing  in  our  investiga- 
tion that  would  be  assisted  by  this  information. 

Senator  Cuktis.  I  desire  to  state  that  my  judgment  is  that  as  these 
people  are  trying  to  ascertain  the  responsibility  of  Mr.  Bent  ley  in 
case  of  a  failure  to  carry  out  the  trust,  that  they  have  a  right  to  know 
his  finnncial  condition,  as  to  whether  or  not  he  is  able  to  respond  in 
case  this  trust  is  imt  properly  administered.  Of  course,  I  realize  as 
a  lawyer  that  if  he  fails  to  properly  account  for  the  trust  he  is  liable 
crimiiuilly  in  the  courts  of  Oklahoma,  but  I  still  believe  he  ought  to 
answer  the  question  so  that  the  Government  may  know,  and  so  that 
the  connuittee  may  know,  as  to  whether  or  not  he  is  perfectly  able 
financially  to  administer  the  trust. 

The  Chairman.  Whenever  the  Government  wants  to  take  anv  steps 
to  make  him  comply  with  his  obligations — if  they  have  the  rfght  to 
do  it  at  any  time,  wliich  I  am  not  certain  about— then  he  will  be  called 
ni)on  to  disclose.  I  do  not  think,  in  view  of  the  reason  which  he  gives, 
which  I  think  a  very  good  one,  that  he  ought  to  be  compelled  to  dis- 
close it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  mean  to  convey  the  impression  that  I  am 
at  all  insolvent:  I  owe  nothing  that  I  can  not  pay;  I  owe  nothing  on 
earth  to  anybody  except  the  Indians.  I  would  like  to  say  in  this 
connection,  because  I  think  it  is  important,  that  prior  to  the  time 
Mr.  Outcelt  put  me  in  ])risoii  and  brought  about  this  trouble  my 
wife  had  never  signed  a  note  in  her  life.  The  first  obligation  that 
she  ever  signed  in  her  life  in  the  way  of  a  note  or  mortgage  was  a 
note  for  $5,000  to  secure  the  Border  National  Bank  for  money  used 
for  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  but  prior  to  that  date  neither  she  nor  I 
owed  any  person  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  I  know  of  except 
those  few  Indian  notes,  and  those  we  have  always  met  and  paid 
promptly  as  they  matured,  and  in  the  full  sense  of  the  term  I  believe 
I  am  more  than  solvent,  because  I  can  pay  ten  dollars  for  every  dol- 
lar of  obligation  against  me.  I  do  not  know  of  any  suits  pending 
against  me  except  one  of  a  blutf  nature,  although  I  have  numerous 
suits  pending  against  others  for  funds  due  me. 

The  Chairman.  As  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned  I  do  not  think 
this  matter  is  pertinent  to  anything  that  we  are  examining,  and 
very  much  of  the  whole  day's  examinati(yli  has  been  entirely  foreign 
to  the  purposes  of  this  committee.  I  have  nevertheless  been  willing, 
as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  that  Mr.  Kmbry,  representing  the  Interior 
Department,  but  more  particularly  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  I  suppose,  should  have  all  the  latitude  he  wanted,  but  when 
a  witness  gives  as  good  a  reason  as  Mr.  Bentley  has  given  here  in 
his  answer  I  am  not  in  favor  of  requiring  him  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion because  it  will  simply  enable  those  people  who  have  been  stealing 
from  the  Indians  to  steal  a  little  more  from  the  Indians  and  make 
it  a  little  easier  for  them. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  hope  I  am  not  appearing  too  persistent,  but  I 
think 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Bentley,  the  question  has  been  passed  upon 
by  the  chairman. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Even  though  it  has  been,  I  want  to  say  one  word 
about  it.  I  live  in  a  community  where  I  am  liable  to  be  sued  and 
otherwi.se  harassed.    The  special  representative  of  the  Indian  Office, 
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I  understand,  has  stated  that  it  was  their  purpose  to  break  me  and 
ruin  me  so  that  I  would  have  to  desist  from  any  further  connections 
with  the  Indians,  or  any  further  annoyance  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  and  I  do  not  like  to  place  myself  in  any  position 
where  they  can  injure  me  any  further. 

Without  concluding  the  examination  of  the  witness,  Bentley,  the 
subcommittee  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  December  6,  at  10  o'clock 
a.  m. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  6^  1907. 

The  subcommittee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Pre.s<»nt:  Senators  Teller  (chairman),  Curtis,  and  La  Follette; 
also,  Mr.  John  Embry  and  Mr.  James  F.  Allen,  representing  the 
Interior  Department,  and  Mr.  Martin  J.  Bentley,  representing  the 
Mexican  Kickapoo  Indians. 

MARTIN  J.  BENTLEY  recalled  for  further  examination. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley,  in  speaking  of  this  letter  which  purport> 
to  have  been  signed  by  We-ha-ni-ha  and  Noten  dated  Muzquiz,  Coa- 
huila,  December  26,  1904,  sent  to  Mr,  Howe,  of  this  city,  I  will  ask 
you  if  you  were  present  at  the  time  Mr.  Dickson  made  his  investiga- 
tion in  Muzquiz? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  present  when  he  was  in  the  te|x*e 
of  the  old  woman  refeired  to,  and  I  was  present  when  he  came  out 
of  the  tepee  where  the  old  woman  lived,  which  is  referred  to  in  that 
letter — I  was  outside,  around  about  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  the  record  here  is  what  purports  to  be  an  affidavit 
made  by  Joseph  Clark,  subscribed  and  sworn  to  on  the  14th  day  of 
August,  11)00,  as  follows: 

Joe  (Mark,  of  lawful  apre,  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  he  was  at  Muzquiiu 
Coahuila,  Mexico,  hi  July,  lf)05,  when  Mr.  Dickson  was  makmjr  his  luvestipition 
of  Indian  matters  there;  that  he  was  present  and  heard  the  testimony  or  state- 
ment of  We-ha-ni-ha,  a  Kickapoo  Indian  woman,  relating  to  her  havlnc 
written  a  letter  to  >Vashlngton  requesting  the  paper  through  the  Border 
National  Bank,  of  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  of  certain  money  derived  from  the  sale 
of  inlierited  land.  She  denied  having  written  or  signed  any  such  letter  or 
that  she  had  authorized  any  person  to  write  or  sign  such  letter.  After  she 
had  testified,  and  on  the  same  day.  affiant  asked  Bentley  about  this  matter,  and 
Bentley  replied,  "  Of  course  she  did  not  write  it ;  I  wrote  it  in  Chester  Howe's 
office  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  Howe  took  it  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  and  there  represented  that-  it  had  l)een  written  at  Muaiuiz." 
Bentley  said  that  he  always  wrote  whatever  he  wanted  and  signed  the  Indian's 
name;  that  he  had  a  supply  of  Galau's  letter  heads,  and  dated  their  letters 
as  if  they  had  been  written  at  Muzquiz,  and  he  said  that  he  always  had  au 
old  envelope  that  had  been  mailed  at  Muzquiz,  Mexico. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Clark. 

Mr.  Bentley.  As  to  that  letter,  I  do  not  think  I  ever  made  any 
statement  about  any  envelope  to  Mr.  Clark,  but  I  was  here  in  Wash- 
ington representing  the  Indians  and  frequently  letters  came  up  from 
Muzquiz.  Some  Indian  would  write  to  me  or  to  the  Commissioner  or 
to  Mr.  Howe  and  the  verbiage  of  it  was  of  such  a  character  that  no 
one  could  understand  it  who  was  not  thoroughly  familiar  with  what 
the  Indian  wanted  to  present,  and  I  frequently  prepared  a  new  letter 
and  sent  it  to  Mexico  for  signature  of  the  Indian  and  it  was  signed 
and  returned  here  and  then  properly  presented,  and  this  is  probably 
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one  of  those  instances.  Anybody  would  know  that  a  typewritten  let- 
ter covering  a  subject  intelligibly  could  not  be  prepared  by  an  old 
blind  Indian  woman,  and  my  recollection  is  that  in  this  instance  a 
proper  letter  was  prepared  and  returned,  and  I  now  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  fact  that  Noten,  one  of  the  signers,  was  in- 
terrogated at  Shawnee  and  gave  testimony  that  he  remembered  the 
receipt  of  the  letter  that  he  sent,  the  first  letter;  that  the  proper  letter 
was  sent  there  and  that  he  and  his  mother  signed  it,  and  the  letter 
went,  the  money  c^ime  and  they  received  it.  So  far  as  I  know,  the 
transaction  was  regular.  I  probably  did  make  the  remark  that  of 
course  she  never  wrote  it,  because  anyone  would  know  that  she  did 
not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  keep  in  your  possession  an  old  envelope, 
as  stated  by  Mr.  Clark  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Is  it  your  practice  to  do  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  followed  any*  such  practice ; 
there  was  no  occasion  for  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Well,  have  you  ever  done  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  not  to  my  recollection.  I  would  not  do  a 
thing  like  that,  because  there  was  no  necessity  for  doing  it.  I  do  not 
recall  any  instance  of  having  made  any  such  remark  or  any  circum- 
stance that  would  have  suggested  any  such  remark.  The  fact  is  that 
I  did  keep,  and  I  have  always  kept,  Mexican  stationery  here  on  which 
to  prepare  letters  and  send  them  to  the  Indians  for  signature,  cover- 
ing such  matters  as  they  desired  to  have  prcvsented  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  But  you  had  them  sent  there  and  they  were  always 
returned  here? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  They  were  always  sent  to  Mexico,  and  to  somebody 
who  could  take  them  to  the  Indians  and  explain  the  matter  to  them 
and  have  them  sign  them  and  send  them  up  here.  That  was  the  only 
way  their  matters  could  be  intelligently  presented  here.  Probably 
while  I  was  hero  an  cx^casion  might  have  arij^^n  for  some  Indian  to 
have  a  letter  prepared  and  sent  to  the  Indian  Office.  If  so,  I  would 
prepare  it  here  and  send  it  to  Douglas,  where  the  Indian  now  is,  for 
signature,  so  that  his  matter  could  be  intelligently  presented.  They 
can  not  prepare  corraspondence. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  the  committee  please,  I  desire  to  offer  in  this  connec- 
tion the  report  of  Mr.  Charles  H.  Dickson,  which  is  a  letter  of  Octo- 
ber 24,  1905,  addressed  to  the  Honorable  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  covering  this  matter. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  that  not  already  in  the  record? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  is. 

Mr.  Embry.  With  the  permi&sion  of  the  committee,  I  will  offer  it, 
and  if  it  is  already  in  the  record,  of  course  it  may  be  omitted. 

(Mr.  Embry  here  read  the  letter  referred  to.) 

Mr.  Bentt.ey.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  conrmiittee  that  Noten  ap- 
peared before  this  committee  and  gave  his  evidence,  and  I  submit 
that  no  more  intelligent  person  appeared  before  this  committee  as  a 
witness  than  he. 

The  Chairman.  Is  he  a  man  who  drinks? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  Noten  is  a  fellow  who  drinks  some  times. 
But  he  is  one  of  those  rare  drinkers,  and  he  is  that  kind  of  fellow 
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who  if  he  was  let  alone,  and  the  white  men  did  not  get  hold  of  him 
and  urge  him  to  drink,  would  rarely  di'ink.  It  w^ould  be  a  very  rare 
thing  for  him  to  drink.  Some  fellow  like  Grimes,  or  other  Indian 
debaucher,  might  get  him  drunk.  I  will  say  that  he  has  been  very 
kind  to  his  mother;  he  has  supported  her  for  yeare  and  looked  after 
her.  She  is  blind.  I  think  the  committee  will  recall  that  Mrs.  Bent- 
ley  and  others  testified  on  the  stand  before  this  committee  that  this 
old  woman  is  not  only  old  and  blind,  but  is  so  helpless  that  Mr. 
Grimes  had  to  carry  her  out  of  the  train  and  carry  her  on  the  train, 
at  a  station  point,  and  she  was  left  sitting  on  the  platform,  and  per- 
sons tried  to  talk  to  her,  and  she  did  not  seem  really  to  have  any 
intelligence ;  and  a  woman  of  nearly  one  hundred  years  of  age  whea 
interrogated  about  a  letter  written  several  months  or  a  year  before,  it 
is  not  strange  that  she  might  not  have  any  recollection  about  it, 
though  the  receiving  of  the  money  was  at  a  later  period  and  was  a 
matter  that  she  necessarily  would  have  a  more  distinct  recollection  of. 

The  Chairman.  The  letter  was  written  long  before  the  money  was 
received,  was  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  several  months  before. 

The  Chairman.  And  she  says  she  never  wrote  anything  about  the 
matter?  She. might  have  understood  that  it  was  about  the  pajTiient 
of  the  money. 

Mr.  Bentlky.  Another  thing  I  think  should  be  taken  into  account, 
that  the  interpreter,  Mr.  Jones,  has  denied  a  great  many  things  that 
he  did  when  he  was  on  the  stand ;  he  denied  interpreting  a  speech 
made  by  Wahpahchequa,  which  is  in  the  record;  and  it  should  be 
further  taken  into  account  that  Mr,  Jones  was  decidedly  unfriendly 
to  me;  he  was  an  enemy  of  mine,  and  probably  would  not  hare 
hesitated  to  have  the  old  lady  say  things  that  she  did  not  intend  to 
say,  or  fail  to  give  it  the  exact  meaning  that  she  intended. 

Mr.  Embry.  Why  do  you  think  that  Henry  Jones  is  unfriendly 
to  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  if  he  has  referred  to  anything  that  has  occurred 
that  would  be  favorable  to  mc  he  forgets  it,  and  anythinff  that  would 
be  unfavorable  to  me  he  has  a  faculty  of  always  rememl)ering  it*  I 
infer  that  his  memory  is  biased  against  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  not  had  a  general  disposition  to  accuse  any- 
one who  has  said  anything  or  done  anything  against  you  of  being 
unfriendly  to  you  in  this  matter  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  am  broad  enough  and  I  am  man  enough 
to  look  at  matters  of  that  kind  in  the  proper  light.  A  man  mi^ht 
have  occasion  to  oppose  me  and  be  honorable  in  it.     If  I  was  liti- 

fating  with  somebocly  and  he  opposed  me  and  thought  he  was  right 
would  not  vilify  him  for  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  llow  was  this  speech  of  Wahpahchequa's  that  ap- 
pears in  the  record  preserved? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  reported  in  Dickson's  report  as  having  been 
made  by  Wahpahchequa,  and  Henry  Jones  was  his  interpreter.  I 
asked  Mr.  Jones  before  the  committee  about  the  speech  of  Wahpah- 
chequa and  he  denied  that  any  w^as  made ;  he  denied  any  recollection 
of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  Mr.  Gostin's  testimony,  as  to  something 
that  was  said  by  the  judge  of  the  San  Francisco  ranch  about  that 
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land  being  in  your  name,  and  giving  some  order  as  to  the  conduct  of  * 
the  Indians;  you  remember  Mr.  Gostin's  testimony  at  Douglas,  do 
you  not  i 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  know  about  that  Judge  going  down 
there  and  saying  to  the  Indians  that  that  land  was  in  your  name 
and  they  could  live  there  and  cultivate  iti 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it;  I  know  that  the 
judge  had  told  them  before  then  that  Ihey  had  a  right  to  live  there; 
it  was  their  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  was  the  San  Francisco  ranch,  in  which  you  hold 
one- fourth  interest? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  my  accounts  show  that  I  paid  the  taxes 
and  furnished  them  implements.  They  planted  and  raised  crops. 
The  Indians  testified  before  this  committee  that  that  was  their  land. 
It  is  their  land;  absolutely  theirs. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  do  you  explain  the  fact  that  thi«  judge  went 
down  there  and  objected  to  their  occupying  it  because  it  was  your 
land  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  This  judge,  I  undei-stand,  is  the  same,  fellow  who 
signed  as  a  witness  to  these  forged  checks  photographed  into  this  rec- 
ord, and  was  in  with  the  (jrimes  and  Omine  gang  in  the  scheme 
to  buy  land  that  they  did  not  buy  for  the  Indians  over  there.  If  he 
is  referred  to  here  as  judge,  it  is  a  mistake.  He  is  nothing  more 
or  less  than  a  justice  of  the  peace  on  that  land  to  preserve  the  peace. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  also  witnessed  a  mark  to  a  deed  that  was 
never  signed,  did  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  not  this  judge.  His  name  appears,  however, 
on  all  those  forged  checks. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  his  name? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Santos. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  Santos  went  down  there  and  gave  these  Indians 
directions  or  commands  without  your  authority  touching  your  prop- 
erty, it  was  a  very  easy  matter  for  you  to  have  corrected  it,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  At  a  time  when  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it, 
and  at  a  time  when  the  Indians  were  making  a  desperate  effort  to 
get  away  from  thei'e — I  do  not  know^  why  I  should  have  paid  any 
attention  to  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  wanted  the  Indians  taken  away  at  that  time, 
did  you  not? 

Mr.  BENTLEr.  I  was  very  anxious  to  get  them  away  at  that  very 
time,  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  that  order  was  given  to  them  by  the  judge  to 
Gostin  and  them  it  was  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  was 
it  not? 

Mr.  Bentijey.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  so.  There  was  a  misunder- 
standing in  regard  to  that.  In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Gostin  went  there 
intending  that  the  Indians  should  plant  a  corn  crop  on  that  land 
this  year.  They  went  ahead  and  cleaned  out  the  ditch  and  did  a  good 
deal  of  labor  there.  The  order  by  Saiitos  was  evidently  in  the  inter- 
est of  Grimes,  to  force  the  Kickapoos  over  on  the  land  that  Grimes 
claimed  he  had  bought  for  them  and  not  let  them  occupy  the  land 
that  I  had  bought  for  them.     Soon  after  the  judge  took  that  posi- 
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tion — or  this  justice  of  the  peace — a  notice  came  to  take  the  deposi- 
tions of  the  Kickapoos  and  to  force  them  before  the  same  parties  who 
had  forged  their  names  or  who  had  made  false  certificates  and  falsi- 
fied the  deeds  that  they  are  alleged  to  have  made,  and  then  I  became 
very  anxious  to  get  the  Indians  out  of  his  jurisdiction,  because  had 
the  Indians  been  forced  before  him  they  would  have  been  compelled 
either  to  have  committed  perjury  and  said  they  signed  when  they  did 
not  or  they  would  have  thrown  them  in  prison,  and  I  think  I  was 
right  in  getting  them  out  if  possible.  I  did  get  them  out,  though  I 
w^ould  not  have  been  able  to  get  them  out  if  the  State  Department 
had  not  interfered  and  sent  a  consular  officer  tliere,  when  the  x^ower 
or  the  opposition  of  the  Mexican  was  over.  They  did  not  dare  offer 
any  opposition. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  were  you  at  the  time  the  judge,  Santos,  gave 
this  order  for  these  Indians  not  to  go  on  that  land  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  expect  I  was  at  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  advised  of  the  order,  w^ere  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  I  was  until  some  time  afterwards.  I 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gostin  that  the  Indians  had  been  told  if 
they  did  not  sign  some  kind  of  paper  that  Alexander  brought  they 
w^ould  be  put  out  of  the  country.  There  were  different  and  conflicting 
rumors.  The  authorities  diiJered.  It  was  one  thing  to-day  and 
another  thing  to-morrow,  but  anything  to  confuse  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  made  no  effort  to  reenroU  the  Indians  or  see 
what  the  roll  of  the  Indians  was;  you  made  no  effort  to  change  this 
order  of  Santos,  did  vou? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  paid  no  attention  to  it  at  the  time.  I  heard  of  iU 
and  I  concluded  that  it  w^as  best  for  them  to  leave  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  to  the  title  deeds  and  everything  affecting  this  knd 
or  the  rights  of  any  of  these  Indians,  are  they  in  the  custody  of  your- 
self and  Mr.  Bonnet  or  the  Border  National  Bank? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  are  at  this  time.  The  titles  to  the  San  Fran- 
cisco ranch  and  the  contract  from  me  to  the  Indians,  or  the  disclaimer 
from  me  to  the  Indians  of  any  real  title  or  interest  in  the  San  Fran- 
cisco land  bought  for  them,  was  withdrawn  on  my  request  and  given 
to  Okemah,  wlio  was  the  proper  custodian  of  those  papers  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  them  to  tliis  committee,  and  I  now  have  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  W  ell,  no  public  record  has  been  made  of  any  of  those  • 
papers  in  Mexico  or  elsewhere  except  as  appears  in  the  record  of  this 
proceeding  here,  is  there  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Oh,  yes,  sir ;  the  deed  to  the  San  Francisco  property 
is  recorded  according  to  the  usual  custom  in  Mexico  with  the  notary 
public  w^ho  made  it,  who  was  the  proper  officer.  They  have  a  land 
office  in  Mexico  where  they  record  deeds. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  a  second  recording  district  at  Monclova  where 
papers  are  sometimes  recorded,  is  there  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  but  it  is  not  compulsory  to  record  them 
there. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  only  public  recording  place,  is  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir ;  there  are  two  public  recording  places  in 
Mexico,  in  that  district,  one  40  miles  from   the   other.    The  notary 

Eublc  at  Muzquiz  has  a  public  record  of  all  conveyances  made  before 
im,  which  is  a  proper  record. 
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Mr.  Embry.  WTiat  of  those  papers  affecting  the  title  to  the  San 
Francisco  ranch  and  the  rights  of  the  Indians  on  your  holdings,  is 
that  of  record  with  this  notary  public? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  deed  to  me  of  the  land  is  of  record  there.  You 
can  not  put  an  English  written  instr«ment  of  record  with  a  Mexican 
notary,  nor  recording  office ;  it  has  to  be  in  Spanish  and  the  original 
contract  or  declaration  of  trust  as  to  that  land  from  me  to  the  Indians 
is  in  duplicate  and  in  English.  I  hold  one  and  Okemah  holds  one — 
that  is,  there  are  two  originals,  one  a  carbon  of  the  other,  and  one 
of  them  I  have  here.  I  want  to  say  to  the  committee,  in  fairness  to 
myself,  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  make,  a  deed  to  these  Indians 
for  that  land,  and  it  is  very  fortunate  for  them  that  I  never  had  made 
one.  In  the  first  place,  the  land  was  purchased  for  seven,  and  it  was 
paid  for  out  of  the  funds  of  three.  No  money  has  ever  been  received 
by  me  from  the  sale  of  the  land  of  the  other  four,  and  my  contract 
recites  that  when  the  time  shall  arrive  when  I  am  able  to  determine 
whose  money  is  invested  in  those  lands,  and  the  amount  of  interest 
that  each  of  the  seven  shall  have  in  the  seven,  that  then  I  shall  make 
a  proper  conveyance.  Since  then,  however,  the  Indians,  by  proper 
instrument,  have  authorized  me  to  sell  the  land  and  invest  the  pro- 
ceeds elsewhere,  so  I  would  never  deed  that  tract  of  land  to  them 
w^hich  would  save  them  $500  or  $000  in  Mexican  stamps  to  make 
a  conveyance  of  that  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  I  understand,  you  sold  the  land  of  Okemah  and 
Thi-the-quah,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir,  and  Noten. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  from  those  sales  you  realized  how  much? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  realized  from  the  sales  on  the  land  of  Okemah 
and  his  wife  $15,000,  and  from  the  sale  of  Xoten's  land  $2,900— 
$17,900  in  all. 

The  CiiAiR^rAN.  That  is  already  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  addition  to  these  sales,  was  it  for  the  same  purpose 
that  you  mortgaged  the  other  two  farms  to  Mr.  Bonnet  ? 

Mr.  Bentt.ey.  No,  sir;  the  funds  realized  from  the  other  mort- 
gages have  been  moneys  advanced  to  numerous  other  Indians  for 
their  support  until  some  larger  tract  of  land  could  be  secured,  and 
for  their  exjx^nses  in  a  general  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  tract  of  land  which  was  deeded  to  Mr.  Bonnet, 
what  was  the  consideration  for  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  paid  the  grantee  $100.  Mr.  Bonnet  has  no 
interest  in  that  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  remember  Mr.  Bonnet's  testimony,  something 
about  a  note  of  yours  which  he  charged  for? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Bonnet,  I  think,  was  a  little  in  error  in  his 
statement.  The  woman  had  had  a  note  in  bank,  but  at  that  time  Mr. 
Bonnet  was  absent  from  P^agle  Pass  and  I  was  very  heavily  over- 
drawn at  the  bank  and  did  not  feel  like  asking  the  clerks  there  to 
stand  any  further  overdraft — I  think  I  was  overdrawn  $7,000,  at 
that  time  when  that  woman  came  to  me  voluntarily  to  make  a  deed 
of  her  land.  In  other  words  she  wanted  to  put  in  her  land  as  the 
others  had,  and  wanted  $100,  and  I  took  the  deed  in  Mr.  Bonnet's 
name  to  further  secure  the  bank  for  my  overdraft  for  funds  that  had 
been  used  for  the  Indians,  and  of  course  took  the  deed  in  Mr.  Bon- 
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net's  name  and  asked  the  cashier,  in  view  of  the  security  offered,  to 
advance  $100,  which  he  did;  and  it  was  charged  to  my  account. 
When  the  land  is  sold  I  shall  send  a  deed  to  Mr.  Bonnet  and  he  will 
deed  it  to  whoever  I  may  direct.  The  woman  was  before  the  com- 
mittee and  testified  that  she  made  a  deed  and  made  it  understand- 
ingly.  It  was  his  impression  that  the  woman  had  a  note  at  the  l>ank 
and  it  was  paid  out  of  this  $100;  that  may  have  been,  but  the  $100 
was  charged  to  my  account. 

The  Chairman!  Mr.  Bonnet  stated  most  distinctly  that  he  made 
no  daim  to  the  property. 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  is  no  note  or  anything;  that  woman  does  not 
owe  Mr.  Bonnet  anything.  Mr.  Bonnet  has  no  claim  of  any  kind  or 
character  against  that  piece  of  land  and  at  any  time  will  deed  it  if 
called  upon  to  do  so.  I.  think  the  title  is  safe  in  his  name.  He  is  a 
reoutabie  man,  the  president  of  the  bank  there. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  Upon  your  return  to  Shawnee,  at  the  time  you  stated 
in  your  testimony  that  you  were  under  the  impression  that  Thackery 
and  Outcelt  were  in  a  conspiracy  affecting  your  matters  in  Mexico, 
who  did  you  talk  with ;  who  told  you  that  these  men  were  participat- 
ing in  a  conspiracy  to  aid  Grimes  and  his  crowd,  or  to  do  more  than 
go  down  and  investigate  the  charges  that  had  been  made  against  you 
as  to  those  seven  allotments? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  conversation  I  had  with  Mr.  Benson.  From  his 
statements  and  the  remarks  he  dropped  I  knew  that  he  and  Mr. 
Thackery  were  extremely  friendly;  they  hunted  and  bred  dogs  to- 
gether, and  were  social,  and  in  every  way  were  extremely  friendly, 
and  from  the  assurances  that  Benson  gave  that  with  my  opposition  or 
without  it  he  would  buy  some  of  the  land  if  he  wanted  it  I  felt  satis- 
fied that  he  would  get  it  with  Thackeiy's  and  Outcelt's  assistance.  I 
could  not  infer  anything  less;  in  fact,  it  was  in  the  air.  Everybody 
and  anybody  who  talked  with  me  about  it  was  impressed  with  the 
idea  not  so  much  as  to  Thackery,  but  that  Outcelt  had  gone  down 
there  to  help  Grimes  and  his  gang  to  rob  the  Indians.  I  have  never 
heard  anv  expression  to  the  contrary  before  nor  since ;  it  seems  to  be 
the  conclusion  of  everybody  who  knew  anything  about  it  that  he 
would  do  it,  even  before  he  had  done  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  persons  told  you  that  at  the  time  you 
refer  to? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  could  not  recollect  everybody  I  talked  to.  I  met 
numerous  people  on  the  trains  usually,  coming  from  Washington, 
and  many  of  the  people  talked  to  me  about  Mexico  and  the  Indian 
land  matter. 

Mr.  Embry.  Can  you  recollect  any  of  them? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Oh,  I  talked  more  with  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Benson, 
probably,  than  most  anybody  else,  but  I  would  not  attempt  to  recall 
everybody  that  I  talked  with.  Everybody  I  did  talk  to  about  it 
seemed  to  be  impre><sed  with  the  idea  tnat  there  was  a  job  on. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  you  do  not  remember  who  those  persons  were? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  not  attempt  to  say  who  they  all  were. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  page  213  of  the  record  it  appears  that  there  is  a 
telegram  of  Mr.  Thackery  to  the  Commissioner  under  date  of  May 
18,1906. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;   I  have  it  before  me. 
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Mr.  Embry.  In  that  telegram  he  refers  to  about  twenty  Kickapoo 
Indians  being  deceived  into  going  secretly  to  Mexico.  Do  you  know 
anything  about  that  transaction  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  at  the  time  knew  nothing  about  it  except  that 
there  were  also  rumors  current  there  that  quite  a  bunch  of  Indians 
had  been  taken  down  there  by  Grimes  and  somebody.  That  was  in 
advance  of  my  arrival  that  they  left  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  was  a  Grimes  scheme  in  deceiving  these  twenty 
Indians  and  taking  them  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  probably  Grimes,  Johnson,  and  the  Shaw^nee 
crowd.    It  developed  later  that  they  took  them  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Benson? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Thackery's  report  long  before  the  bill  passed  is 
the  conspiracy  to  indicate  that  they  helped  them? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  goes  to  show  that  he  was  assured  in  send- 
ing such  telegrams.    He  was  probably  leading  up  to  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  think  that  no  action  he  took  could  be  attributed 
to  a  good  motive? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  not  as  his  conduct  later  showed. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  mean  by  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Thackery  was  at  Muzquiz  when  I  was  in  prison, 
and  he  appeared  to  be  very  much  elated  that  I  was  corralled,  so  his 
friends  could  rob  the  Indians.  He  was  urged  to  come,  by  his  ad- 
visors, even  faster  than  the  rail  would  bring  him.  He  saw  the  In- 
dians being  debauched  and  ruined  there.  I  do  not  know  of  any  effort 
he  made  to  prevent  it.  He  was  the  Indian  agent  there.  I  saw  Mr. 
Outcelt  working  on  them  and  debauching  them,  and  Grimes  and  the 
others.  He  seemed  to  be  very  social  with  them.  I  saw  him  from  the 
prison  gratings  there  talking  with  them ;  he  failed  to  telegraph  this 
condition. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Thackery  has  always  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  it  was  just  as  detrimental  to  the  interests  of 
these  Indians  for  you  to  get  control  of  this  land  as  it  was  for  any- 
body else? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  he  sincerely  has  ever  had  any 
such  idea.  My  conduct  with  the  Indians  and  the  interest  I  have 
taken  in  them,  the  years  I  have  devoted  to  their  interests,  the  times 
I  have  gone  and  taken  them  out  of  prison  shows  to  the  contrary. 
Congress  had  expressed  its  opinion  and  Mr.  Thackery  knew  it,  and 
had  no  right  to  a  contrary  one.  I  want  to  say  that  William  Murdock 
has  testified  here  that  I  induced  him  to  go  to  Mexico.  Mr.  Thackery 
sent  an  officer  to  the  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Texas  station  and  had 
.William  Murdock  put  in  prison,  and  I  had  him  bonded  out,  as  Mr. 
'  Thackery  knows,  so  he  could  not  piersecute  him  any  further,  I  sent 
him  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  When  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  in  1904  or  1905. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley,  you  say  you  sent  him  to  Mexico,  or  were 
trying  to  send  him  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Thackery  had  him  in  prison.  Murdock  had  made  a 
lease  with  a  man  named  Pipher,  a  friend  of  mine,  and  Thackery 
wanted  him  to  repudiate  the  lease  and  make  a  lease  to  Grimes  on  the 


1378  AFFAIRS   OF   THE    MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS. 

same  land  and  Murdock  would  not  do  it.  He  said  Pipher  had  paid 
him  his  money  and  done  right  hy  him,  and  the  United  States  mai-shal 
came  over  to  Shawnee  and  arrested  Murdock  and  put  him  in  prison, 
and  my  wife  went  on  his  bond  and  got  him  out,  and  of  course  he 
wanted  to  leave  there.  I  helped  that  Indian  to  leave  the  United  States 
and  loaned  him  $100,  and  he  has  since  paid  it  back. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Thackeiy  had  been  down  there  some  time  and  was 
sent  there  to  investigate  charges  made  as  to  these  seven  allotments 
and  he  had  been  unable  to  see  his  witnesses  at  the  time  you  were 
thrown  in  jail? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  he  had  made  any  effort  to  see  any 
Indians  except  to  wedge  into  their  camp  and  get  his  followers  in 
there.  I  know  of  no  effort  being  made  to  take  their  testimony  when 
they  came  into  town;  the  Indians  were  around  Muzquiz,  in  and  out, 
and  I  never  knew  of  any  effort  made  to  get  their  testimony. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  whole  attitude  of  yourself  and  friends  was  to 
hinder  him  from  examining  the  witnesses? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  in  any  way;  no,  sir.  If  Mr.  Thackery  sought 
to  take  the  testimony  of  an  Indian  as  to  anything  he  knew  or  with 
any  fair  purpose,  I  was  always  willing  to  aid  him  as  any  officer  of 
the  Government,  but  when  he  and  Mr.  Dixon  got  Indians  to  write 
letters  to  my  wife  slandering  me  and  making  statements  he  knew  w^ere 
not  true,  I  objected  to  that  procedure,  and  I  object  to  it  now. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  knew  that  Mr.  Thackery  and  Mr.  Outcelt  could 
not  have  seen  these  seven  Indians  or  secured  their  evidence  if  you 
had  been  permitted  to  remain  there  in  full  charge  of  that  camp,  do 
you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  know  that  Mr.  Thackery  and  Mr.  Outcelt  had 
abundant  opportunity;  I  know  that  Noten,  one  of  the  seven,  was  in 
Outcelt's  room  frequently;  he  had  every  opportunity  to  take  his  testi- 
mony. I  know  that  Okemah  and  Wah-nah-ke-tha-hah  and  Jim  Deer 
and  all  except  one  of  the  Indians  were  in  lyiuzquiz  frequently,  and 
they  had  every  opportunity  to  take  their  testimony. 

Mr.  E:mbry.  Which  one? 

Mr.  Bentley,  The  old  woman,  Tah-pah-the-a.  She  is  a  very  old 
wojnan  and  probably  may  not  have  been  to  Muzquiz  during  the 
time  they  were  there,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  the  woman  to  which  Manuel  Mills  referred  to 
in  his  testimony? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  one  he  cried  about. 

ilr.  Embry.  And  he  said  she  cried  about  it,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry*  And  she  said  she  wanted  to  see  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.     They  all  loved  Outcelt. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  with  respect  to  which  Mills  said  Mr.  Field  said 
it  would  not  do  for  her  to  see  Outcelt ;  if  she  did,  it  would  spoil  their 
case  here  ? 

Mr.  Bentley,  I  do  not  know ;  the  old  negro  said  so  much  and  in 
such  an  incoherent  way  I  do  not  recall  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  the  time  Thackery  and  Outcelt  went  down  there 
this  amendment  was  pending  here  which  finally  became  part  of  the 
act  of  June  21,  100(3,  and  was  being  considered  bv  the  committee,  was 
it  not  ? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  were  afraid  that  if  Thackery  and  Oiitcelt  p:ot 
any  statements  from  those  Indians  that  would  be  furnished  to  the 
Senate  committee  it  might  affect  the  fate  of  this  bill,  were  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  any  truthful  statements. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  you  were  afraid  that  anything  they  might  get 
would  affect  its  fate^ 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  T  was  not  afraid  of  anything  of  the  kind, 
because  the  Indians  were  advised  that  the  Senate  wanted  information 
upon  that  subject,  and  they  themselves,  in  council,  formulated  a  com- 
plete  statement  oi  t\\e  whole  matter  as  to  their  understanding  of  it, 
and  certified  it  to  the  Senate,  and  it  went  into  the  Congreasional 
Record  before  the  act  was  approved  that  they  knew  what  they  were 
doing:  that  they  did  not  want  any  further  investigation  made;  they 
had  sent  me  to  VVashington  to,  if  possible,  secure  this  legislation  for 
them.  If  it  passed,  it  was  satisfactory  to  them;  it  was  what  they 
wanted,  and  they  stated  in  that  communication  that  they  did  not 
want  anything  whatever  to  do  with  or  neither  would  they  sign  any- 
thing for  Mr.  Thackery  or  Mr.  Outcelt.  You  should  bear  in  mind 
that  at  the  time,  or  about  that  time,  a  very  untruthful  statement, 
setting  out  at  some  length  that  they  had  already  been  intimidated 
and  compelled  to  sign  deeds  and  other  papers,  was  made  and  inter- 
preted to  the  Indians  that  they  wanted  it  to  send  to  Washington ;  the 
Indians  certified  in  that  letter  that  the  statements  were  not  true.  I 
think  the  Senate  had  the  fullest  information  at  the  time  Outcelt  and 
Thackery  were  there  as  to  the  attitude  of  these  seven  Indians,  and  I 
refer  vou  to  page  —  of  the  Record,  where  you  will  find  a  full  state- 
ment by  the  Indians  made  to  Senator  Teller,  which  he  offered  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate.  • 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  what  was  referred  to  the  other  day  as  the 
letter  to  Senator  Teller? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  The  Congressional  Record  containing  that 
statement  of  the  Indians  was  inmiediately  forwarded  to  Mr.  Thackery 
and  Mr.  Outcelt,  and  they  had  it  before  them  and  still  they  continued 
their  investigation.  I  do  not  think  anyone  could  apprehend  that  a 
clearer  or  better  statement  could  have  been  gotten  from  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  the  letter  you  stated  that  Mr.  Gosten  had 
written  as  clerk  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Erney  prepared  it  for  them.  I  want  to  say  that 
one  of  the  signers,  Jim  Deer,  appeared  before  the  committee  last  year 
here  and  was  interrogated  fully  as  to  that  letter,  and  he  explained  to 
the  committee  that  it  was  prepared  at  the  instance  of  Okemah  and  the 
council  of  the  Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now  with  this  abundance  of  showing  which  you  were 
able  to  make,  why  did  you  object  to  Thackery,  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, going  at  that  time  to  that  old  woman  personally  as  to  the  facts? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  had  no  objection  to  Mr.  Thackery  or  Mr.  Outcelt 
taking  that  woman's  statement,  and  would  have  been  very  glad  to 
have  brought  her  to  Muzquiz  and  had  them  t^ke  her  statement,  but  I 
did  not  want  them  and  their  followers  in  that  camp,  and  the  Indians 
did  not  want  them  there.    It  was  the  Indians  who  objected. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  want  to  offer  a  letter  of  Mr.  Thackery  to  the  Coni- 
missioner,  and  dated  May  IS,  ]90*5,  following  that  statement,  in  evi- 
dence.   It  is  not  marked  as  being  contained  in  the  record. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  is  already  in  the  record. 
The  paper  referred  to  is  as  follows : 

[Department  of  the  Interior,  United  States  Indian  Service.] 

IJ.  S.  Indian  Agency. 
Shatcfwe,  Okla.,  May  18,  1906. 
The  honorable  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D,  C. 
Sib:  In  confirmation  of  my  telegram  of  even  date,  which  reads  as  follows: 
*'  Commissioner  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  D.  C: 

'*  About  twenty  Klckapoo  Indians  were  deceived  into  secretly  leaving  for 
Mexico  yesterday,  the  object  evidently  being  to  make  them  nonresid^it?  and 
get  deeds  for  their  allotments  under  supposed  legislation  by  this  Congress," 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this  matter  was  reported  to  us  this  morning  by  a 
delegation  of  Kickapoo  Indians,  who  are  very  much  aggrieved  and  discouraged 
over  the  matter. 

From  their  report  to  me,  it  is  learned  that  one  Louis  C.  Grimes  of  Harrah. 
Okla.,  assisted  by  Cal  Moore,  also  of  Harrah,  Okla.,  visited  all  the  Indians 
residing  in  the  locality  of  the  towns  of  Harrah  and  McLoud,  Okla.,  on  the  10th 
and  17th  insts.  and  advised  them  that  there  was  to  be  a  big  payment  in  Mexico 
in  the  near  future  and  that  I  had  directed  that  these  Indians  go  at  once  to  be 
present  at  this  payment.  A  great  deal  has  been  published  in  the  paiiers  of  late 
with  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  restrictions  from  the  Kickapoo  allotments 
of  this  agency,  and  also  of  the  amendment  to  the  Indian  bill  providing  for  pay- 
ment of  certain  moneys  to  the  Kickapoos.  These  Kickapoos  were  evidently  led 
to  believe  that  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  had  passed  and,  as  a  consequence, 
the  payment  would  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

There  are  still  about  sixty  members  of  the  Kickapoo  tribe  residing  at  this 
place  and  every  effort  is  now  being  made  to  have  them  removed  to  Mexicix, 
it  being  the  general  suiiposition  that  the  restrictions  will  be  removed  from  their 
allotments  In  the  very  near  future. 

This  matter  Is  referred  to  you  for  your  Information  In  connection  with  fiie 
proposed  legislation  with  reference  to  these  Kickapoos  and  with  the  ftirtiwr 
view  of  asking  your  advice  as  to  any  possible  means  of  protecting  these  Indians. 

I  have  about  exhausted  my  iwrsuasive  resources  in  endeavoring  to  i>ersoade 
the^c  Indians  not  to  desert  their  valuable  allotments  at  this  agency,  as  well  as 
not  to  be  deceived  Into  schemes  of  their  designing  neighbors. 
Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  Frank  A.  Thackery. 

Superintendent  a»wf  Special  Disbursing  Agent. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Mr.  Bentley,  do  you  think  this  letter  of  May 
18,  1906,  of  Mr.  Thackery  to  the  Commissioner  is  the  letter  of  a  con- 
spirator with  L.  C.  Grimes  and  those  people  to  defraud  these  Kicka- 
poos? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Of  course  the  letter  on  its  face  would  show  to  the 
contrary.  I  base  my  reasons  for  feeling  that  way,  not  that  Thackery 
was  the  principal  conspirator,  but  that  Outcelt  was  the  principal, 
and  possibly  at  that  time  Mr.  Thackery  may  not  have  shared  the 
spirit  of  Outcelt ;  but  I  believe  later  that  when  he  cot  to  Mexico,  as 
shown  by  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Thackery  at  the  Indian  Office, 
he  was  determined  that  the  Indians  should  not  deed  their  land  to  me: 
that  he  was  insisting  that  the  Indians  should  be  gotten  out  to  Eagle 
Pass  so  as  to  have  competition,  and  he  knew  that  every  person  down 
there  were  with  Grimes;  they  were  all  cooperating  together  in  the 
enterprise,  and  he  knew  if  I  did  not  protect  the  Indians  that  Grimes 
would  rob  them.  He  knew  there  would  be  no  competition,  as  he  sets 
forth  in  his  letter. 
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Mr.  Embry.  How  do  you  know  that  he  knew  that  all  the  Ameri- 
cans down  there  were  cooperating  together  or  were  in  a  pool  ?  How 
do  you  know  he  knew  it  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  the  circumstances  would  clearly  show  that 
they  were  working  together.  They  were  together,  and  they  were 
backed  by  the  same  outfit.  It  has  developed  since  that  they  were 
all  together. 

Mr.  Embry.  We  are  not  talking  about  subsequent  developments, 
but  what  Mr.  Thackery  knew  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Outcelt  testified  they  were  all  one  combination,  all 
working  through  the  Shawnee  combination. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  he  say  he  so  understood  it  at  that  time  or  that  he 
subsequently  learned  that  fact? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Now  I  can  not  recall  his  exact  language,  but  it  is 
here  in  the  record,  when  he  was  interrogated  before  the  Committee. 
I  think  that  whatever  Mr.  Outcelt  may  have  known,  that  he  and  Mr. 
Thackery  were  together,  and  they  probably  both  had  the  same  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Embry.  AVhat  objection  have  you  to  urge  to  Mr.  Thackery's 
position  that  he  wanted  the  Indians  to  ^o  to  Eagle  Pass  or  anywhere 
up  there  where  there  would  be  competition  to  the  sale  of  their  lands? 
Mr.  Benti.ey.  Because  Mr.  Thackery  had  been  before  the  full  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  and  had  heard  it  stated  to  the  Committee  that 
those  Indians  were  putting  their  lands  into  a  pool,  so  that  they  might 
be  sold  and  they  might  acquire  other  lands  in  Mexico,  and  in  view  of 
that  knowledge  when  Mr.  Thackery  went  over  there  and  insisted  that 
they  should  be  brought  out  to  have  competition  to  get  money  for  the 
land,  he  knew  at  that  time  that  he  was  acting  contrary  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  full  Indian  Committee  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
and  his  effort  was  to  defeat  it.  He  was  acting  in  sympathy,  no  doubt, 
with  the  Indian  Office   in  that,  but  he  could  not  have  been  sincere. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  think,  then,  that  the  proper  conduct  under  that 
law  of  an  officer  having  a  duty  to  perform  would  be  to  regard  that  it 
was  intended  that  these  Kickapoo  Indians  should  put  their  land  into 
a  pool  under  your  control,  as  you  have  stated  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  AVhen  it  was  the  judgment  of  the  full  Committee  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Senators  prestMit,  and  if  it 
was  stated  in  Mr.  Thackery's  presence  that  the  Indians  should  be  per- 
mitted to  do  that  and  the  Committee  concurred  in  that,  I  think  when 
he  attempted  to  go  contrary  to  the  judgment  of  the  Conmiittee  of  the 
Senate  he  far  exceeded  any  department  authority  or  his  duty  as  an 
officer  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  vou  think  it  was  culpable  in  any  officer  charged 
with  duty  in  the  Indian  Office  to  go  down  there  and  prevent  your 
securing  deeds  to  lands  from  those  Indians  without  compensation  ? 
The  Chairman.  That  is  not  a  fair  question,  Mr.  Embry. 
Mr.  Embry.  Without  compensation  other  than  the  small  amount 
which  you  say  you  have  paid  them  ? 

The  Chairman.  No;  that  it  not  a  fair  question.  He  stated  it  was 
to  be  held  in  trust. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  held  in  trust  for  the  purpose  for  which  you  had 
acquired  them? 
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The  Chairman.  But  you  attempt  to  make  it  appear  that  all  thev 
got  was  the  small  payment  they  received  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  You  think  it  was  culpable  for  these  officers  to  object 
to  your  going  down  and  acquiring  these  lands  as  trustee  i 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  when  any  officer  submits  his  judgment  a> 
being  superior  to  that  of  the  United  States  Senate  or  to  the  Congre-^* 
of  the  United  States,  I  think  he  did  wrong.  I  think  it  was  viciou?^  to 
do  that,  and  I  think  if  he  had  been  acting  in  good  faith  he  would  not 
have  done  it.  I  think  that  is  the  judgment  of  anybody  who  know< 
the  circumstances  and  who  will  read  these  records. 

Mr.  Embry.  Regardless  of  what  opinion  he  may  have  had  of  your 
integrity  or  what  personal  knowledge  Mr.  Thackery  may  have 
had  of  your  fitness  to  act  in  this  capacity  or  what  opinion  he  may 
have  entertained  of  your  purpose  to  defraud  these  Indians,  still  it  was 
his  duty  to  desist  from  any  action  that  would  prevent  you  froiu 
securing  this  land,  as  you  have  stated  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  Mr.  Thackery  knew  that  a  full  Committee  of 
the  Senate  had  investigated  the  charges  made  by  him  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  Mr.  Leupp.  Mr.  Thackery  was  present 
when  I  presented  to  the  Senate  Committee  all  the  indorsement  that 
the  people  of  Oklahoma  could  give  me  or  give  anyone,  and  instead  of 
offering  any  evidence  of  my  being  disreputable  or  asserting  his  posi- 
tion in  the  matter,  he  said  he  had  nothing  further  to  say,  and  if  he 
had  anything  further  to  say  there  he  woiud  not  have  gone  off  down 
into  Mexico  and  purposely  and  willfully  thrown  tlie  Indians  into  the 
hands  of  people  who  he  knew  would  rob  them,  which  he  did  or  tried 
to  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  disclosed  by  Mr.  Thackery 's  letters  and  telegra/iis 
it  appears  that  he  deemed  it  advisable  that  these  Indians,  when  it  was 
certain  that  they  would  sell  their  lands  and  he  could  not  prevent  it,  or 
it  would  not  be  prevented — that  it  was  advisable  that  these  Indians 
be  where  they  could  have  competition  for  their  land  and  thev  could 
get  the  best  prices  possible,  ^ow  that  is  the  sum  total  of  tlie  con- 
clusion to  be  gathered  from  his  telegrams? 

Mr.  Bentley.  There  can  be  but  one  conclusion  gathered,  that 
rather  than  sec  the  Indians  do  that  which  the  Senate  believed  they 
would  do  and  that  might  be  done  for  them  he  preferred  to  defeat 
that.  He  did  not  want  to  see  the  Kickapoo  Indians  successfully  col- 
onized in  Mexico,  and  to  prevent  them  he  wanted  to  run  them  over  to 
Eagle  Pass  so  as  his  friends  could  get  their  land.  Mr.  Thackery  well 
knew  that  money  in  the  hands  of  a  Kickapoo  Indian  was  of  no  value. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  you  well  knew  that  under  your  arrangement  that 
they  would  be  given  power  to  waste  those  lands,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  knew  that  unless  the  United  States,  through  the 
Indian  Office,  had  interfered  with  me  that  their  purpose  would  be 
consummated,  that  the  Indian  would  get  dollar  tor  dollar  for  his 
land  in  Mexican  land,  and  every  member  of  this  committee  and  you 
yourself  know  it  now;  but  for  that  interference  Mr.  Thackery 's 
friends  would  not  have  ever  secured  a  single  deed,  and  there  is  evi- 
dence to  that  effect  in  the  correspondence  now  in  this  record,  and  he 
did  everything  that  could  be  done  to  keep  the  Indians  from  carrying 
out  their  purpose. 
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Mr.  Embry.  The  only  plan  you  have  been  able  to  conceive  that 
the  Indian  was  given  power  to  sell  his  land  for  his  protection  is  that 
his  property  was  put  absolutely  under  your  control,  is  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  it  has  never  been  the  contention  that  the 
Indians'  property  should  be  put  absolutely  under  my  control. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other  proposition  for  his  protection  have  you 
offered  than  that  this  property  be  put  under  your  control  or  that  of 
your  agents? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  stated  always,  fully  and  freely,  that  when  a 
title  to  this  piece  of  country  that  the  Indians  had  selected  and  ought 
to  have  been  an  ample  support  for  them,  and  twice  as  many  more  had 
they  increased,  that  the  title  should  go  to  some  solvent  trust  company 
and  as  much  of  their  funds  as  would  pay  their  taxes  perpetually  on 
the  land  should  be  invested  in  the  bonds  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
so  that  they  and  their  estate  should  be  protected  long  after  I  am  dead, 
and  for  all  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  To  what  solvent  company  have  you  conveyed  any  of 
this  property? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  have  not  been  permitted  to  acquire  any ;  the  Indian 
Office  has  stood  continuously Jn  my  way ;  I  was  not  permitted  to  sell 
the  first  seven  allotments.  I  am  condemned  because  I  did  not  sell 
them  and  they  at  all  times  have  prevented  me  from  selling  them  and 
I  could  not  get  in  any  money  to  acquire  lands. 

Mr.  Embky.  The  disposition  of  the  San  Francisco  ranch  was  in 
your  power  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  In  the  face  of  what  I  have  said  could  I  have  deeded 
it? 

Mr.  Embby.  You  certainly  were  a  trustee  and  would  have  in- 
curred no  liability  to  hold  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  A  piece  of  land  bought  only  for  a  temporary  purpose 
until  a  permanent  home  could  be  secured — why  would  I  deed  that  in 
trust  while  we  were  only  holding  it  temporarily?  Besides,  you  should 
take  into  account  the  agi'eement  with  these  Indians,  which  was,  if  it 
was  retained  permanently  for  theiu,  the  title  would  go  to  Okemah,  in 
trust  for  the  other  Indians.    They  have  an  agreement  to  that  effect 
between  themselves,  and  it  was  recited  in  the  deed  of  trust  which 
Okemah  now  holds.    That  is  in  the  record  already.    I  will  say  that 
before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  June  21,  1906,  perhaps  in  May,  Mr. 
Bonnet  certified  to  the  chairman  of  this  committee  that  his  bank  held 
a  declaration  of  trust  and  the  original  title  and  stated  the  purport  of 
them,  and  that  communication  to  Senator  Teller  was  offered  on  the 
floor  of  the  Senate  and  went  into  the  Congressional  Record  and  was 
forwarded  to  Mr.  Outcelt. 
The  Chairman.  I  think,  perhaps,  we  did  not  have  the  original. 
Mr.  Benti.ey.  But  you  had  a  synopsis  of  its  contents. 
Mr.  Embry.  Please  turn  to  page  —  of  the  record. 
Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  it  before  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  examine  the  letter  from  Mr.  Thackery  to  the 
Commissioner,  May  19,  190G,  on  pages  —  and  —  of  the  record. 

Mr.  Bentl*:y.  Taking  up  that  letter  of  the  19th  of  May  I  wish  to 
briefly  refer  to  the  letter  of  the  18th.  In  that  letter  Mr.  Thackery 
speaks  of  getting  proper  protection  for  the  Indians  and  seeing  that 
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they  get  competition  at  Eagle  Pass.  Of  course  he  meant  by  that  that 
they  would  have  the  protection  of  Mr.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Benson ;  I  am 
speaking  of  the  feature  of  the  letter  which  refers  to  givnng  the  In- 
dians protection. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  letter  of  May  18? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.     I  want  to  cite  the  protection. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  the  one  where  he  reports  that  Grimes  and  the-e 
people  were  in  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  these  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  In  connection  with  the  letter  of  the  18th,  the  later 
letter  of  June  4  (page  — )  should  be  taken  into  account,  in  whicli 
he  says  to  Mr.  Outcelt : 

The  district  attorney  is  very  sure  that  Diaz  will  readily  respond  to  this 
request  when  he  understands  the  whole  situation. 

No  person  but  you  and  I  should  know  of  this  plan  for  the  present.  In  tb»^ 
meantime  you  should  get  as  many  of  the  Indians  up  here  to  Eagle  Pass  as  i^^ 
Bible  by  working  with  those  other  white  follows  at  Miizquiz. 

Grimes  would  be  your  best  hell)  in  getting  the  Indians  out.  The  distrirt 
attorney  suggested — 

That  is  the  fellow  they  wanted  $500  to  bribe — 

that  they  take  the  train  at  Sabinas  rather  on  the  quiet.  That  one  man  should 
be  there  to  get  them  on  the  train  and  one  up  here,  and  that  the  others  shuiilu 
remain  at  Muzqulz  ignorant  of  the  whole  matter. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  letter  indicates  that  any  great  amount  of 
protection  was  intended  for  the  Indians.  It  should  be  observed,  al^^ 
that  Mr.  Thackery  suggests  a  special  committee  of  the  Indians  being 
appointed,  consisting  of  the'very  Indians  that  Mr.  Grimes  induced  tu 
come  before  the  court  and  commit  perjury  and  hold  me  in  prison.  It 
does  not  look  as  if  he  was  trying  to  work  for  the  best  interests  of  tht 
Indian. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  was  June  4,  1906  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Seventeen  days  before  the  bill  passed  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Outcelt  and  Mr.  Thackery  were  down  there  to  in- 
vestigate your  relation  to  these  seven  first  allotments  and  you  had 
stood  them  off  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  were  making  no  effort  to  investigate  anything. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  whatever  they  did,  if  they  did  make  any,  thev 
were  not  succeeding? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  were  not  making  any  nor  attempting  to. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  your  attitude  and  that  of  your  friends  waa 
against  them? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No  ;  it  was  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  Outcelt 's  letter 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Outcelt  in  his  letter  does  not  say  anything  about 
getting  any  of  those  seven  allotments  in  connection  with  which  thov 
wanted  that  investigation  had. 

Mr.  Embry.  Let  us  talk  about  this  letter  now^  on  page  —  of  the 
record  of  June  4.  It  seems,  first,  the  record  starts  off  with  somethiii<r 
presumably  from  Scothorn,  as  follows — I  refer  to  page  — ,  of  the 
Appendix 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  will  observe,  before  entering  into  the  considera- 
tion of  that  letter,  Mr.  Embrv,  that  one  of  the  land  buvers  was  a 
messenger  employed  between  Mr.  Thackery  and  Mr.  Outcelt. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  the  messenger? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Russell  Johnson.  They  were  communicating 
with  each  other  there  through  the  grafters,     f  will  read : 

Dear  George:  Have  not  received  any  further  instructions  yet  from  Depart- 
ment. Russell  Johiuson  did  not  send  your  message  to  Mr.  Scothom  until  he 
reached  here  and  turned  it  over  to  me  to  send.  I  took  the  liberty  of  adding  a 
little  to  it  in  order  to  have  Scothom  better  understand  matters  here  and  with 
my  recommeudationa  to  Interior  Deparment.  The  message  I  sent  read  as 
follows  : 

•*  Scothom,  Guthrie,  Okia,: 

*•  Bentley  interfering  with  our  work  every  way  possible.  Arrested  inter- 
preter to-day.  Claims  to  have  been  sent  here  by  Government.  Best  Mexican 
attorneys  urge  that  we  visit  Mexico  City  with  small  delegation  of  Indians  and 
lay  whole  matter  before  Diaz,  requesting  that  he  appoint  a  commission  to  go 
to  Muzquiz  immediately  and  take  up  whole  matter  under  Mexican  laws.  Thack- 
ery  has  made  similar  request  to  Interior  Department.  This  would  open  up 
matters  for  prosecution  in  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  .you  know  that  this  letter  of  June  4,  which  you 
have  cited  here,  referred  to  an  effort  to  be  made  to  induce  the  Mexi- 
can authorities  or  to  secure  the  aid  of  the  Mexican  authorities  to 
enable  Outcelt  and  Thackery  to  investigate  those  seven  allotments, 
do  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  To  have  a  lunacy  conmiission  appointed  for  Amer- 
ican  citizens  living  in  a  foreign  country. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  wish  you  to  answer  ray  question.  That  was  what 
it  was  for — to  conduct  that  investigation — was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  not  what  it  was  for.  There  is  not  a  line  in 
that  that  indicates  that  that  letter  was  for  any  purpose  connected 
with  an  investigation — not  a  line. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  following  further  on  : 

On  Sunday  morniuK  I  had  a  conversation  of  several  hours  with  Mexican  dis- 
trict attorney  for  this  part  of  northern  Mexico.  He  requestetl  that  our  con^ 
versation  be  strictly  confidential;  but  after  understanding  whole  situation  at 
Muzquiz  he  said  not  to  employ  any  attorney,  but  to  keep  whole  matter  strictly 
to  ourselves  and  slip  out  a  few  (five,  say)  of  most  reliable  Indians  who  have 
been  residing  at  Muzquiz  for  some  time  and  take  them  immediately  to  see  Diaz, 
asking  him  to  send  a  commission  to  take  full  control  (for  Mexican  Government) 
of  whole  KlckaiKK)  situation  at  Muzquiz. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  think  that  is  what  should  have  been  done  and 
you  and  Grimes  be  excluded  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  think  that  was  an  effort  to  defeat  the  in- 
tention of  Congress  in  this  matter.  In  fact,  I  not  only  think  it,  but  I 
say  it  was  such  an  effort. 

^r.  Embry  (proceeding  further). 

The  district  attorney  is  very  sure  that  Diaz  will  readily  respond  to  this 
request  when  he  imderstands  the  whole  situation. 

No  person  but  you  and  I  should  know  of  this  plan  for  the  present.  In  the 
meantime  you  should  get  as  many  of  the  Indians  up  here  to  Eagle  Pass  as 
possible  by  working  with  those  other  white  fellows  at  Muzquiz. 

Grimes  would  be  your  best  help  in  getting  the  Indians  out.  The  district  attor- 
ney suggested  "  that  they  take  the  train  at  Sabinas  rather  on  the  quiet.  That 
one  man  should  be  there  to  get  them  on  the  train  and  one  up  here  and  that  the 
others  should  remain  at  Muzquiz  ignorant  of  whole  matter."  All  proper  debt 
will  be  paid  at  Muzquiz,  but  it  is  the  desire  to  have  them  proi^erly  investigated 
by  this  commission  before  they  are  paid.  Be  very  careful  what  you  do.  I  think 
that  a  good  delegation  to  take  to  Mexico  City  would  be  Pah  pe  ah  she  (the  man 
who  drove  us  in  from  Indian  camp),  Ah  ne  she  nen  ne,  Willie  Murdock  (now 
here),  Chah  ko  sot,  and  either  Ah  ten  y  tuck  or  Ah  kls  kuck.    We  would  have  to 
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take  either  Mack  Johnston  or  Thos.  Alford  as  Interpreter — preferablr  the  latter. 
As  stated  before,  It  Is  of  particular  Imijortance  that  no  one  know  of  this  trin 
until  our  mission  is  accomplished,  for  it  would  just  give  them  a  chance  to  better 
fortify  themselves. 

Sincerely,  Thackery.  Superintendent. 

Mr.  Embry,  Now  his  agreement  was  to  send  a  delegation  down  to 
Mexico,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  appoint  a  commission  to  take  charge  of  United 
States  citizens  in  a  foreign  country. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  do  not  care  to  discuss  the  legal  phase  of  it  It  indi- 
cates that  it  was  his  purpose  to  send  a  commission  down  to  Diaz  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  indications  were  that  it  was  his  purpose  to 
defeat  the  objects  of  Congress  in  this  legislation. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  wish  3'ou  would  please  answer  my  question  as  to 
the  fact. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  will  if  you  ask  it  so  that  I  can. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  letter  states  that  a  commission  was  appointed. 
It  indicates  that  a  desire  that  a  commission  be  appointed  to  go  down 
and  see  the  President  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  does  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  say  a  commission  of  whom?  The 
interpreter  whom  Mr.  Grimes  had  brought  down  there  and  who  came 
before  this  committee  and  testified  that  Grimes  kept  them  drunk 
there  was  not  a  reputable  Kickapoo  Indian,  not  a  representative  of 
a  Kickapoo,  except  the  vilest  of  all  of  them — the  renagados — ^people 
who  express  nothmg  as  to  the  sentiment  of  the  Kickapoo  people. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  says  here  that  Grimes  would  be  the  best,  help  in 
getting  these  Indians  out,  does  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  but  what  did  he  want  them  out  for? 

Mr.  Embry.  He  wanted  them  out  and  to  or^nize  a  delegation  to 
go  to  Mexico  City.     Is  not  that  apparent  from  his  letter? 

The  Chairman.  Xo;  I  should  say  not,  Mr.  Embry;  he  names  Ids 
delegation  down  below. 

Mr.  Embry.  He  suggests.  Senator,  I  think,  who  should  be  the  dele- 
gation, but  he  had  to  get  them  out  in  order  to  take  them  down — was 
not  that  the  plan,  Mr.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  it  should  be  understood 

The  Chairman.  I  think  the  letter  explains  itself.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  to  go  on  with  its  examination. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  beg  pardon  of  the  Senators.  I  think  the  letter 
explains  itself,  as  the  Chairman  suggests. 

The  Chairman.  It  explains  itself,  and  what  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  the  letter  I  suppose  the  committee  itself  will  draw.  I  do  not 
suppose  it  would  be  incumbent  upon  you  or  Mr.  Bentley  to  say 
what  it  means. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  reason  I  was  doing  that  was  because  Mr.  Bentley 
was  frequently  referring  to  this  letter  and  putting  on  it  very  dam- 
aging inferences.  ^ 

The  Chairman.  That  does  not  govern.  We  will  consider  the 
letter. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  wish  to  make  one  further  suggestion  as  to  this 
letter,  and  that  is  to  cite  the  committee's  attention  especially  to 
Pah-pe-ache,  the  first-named  proposed  delegate,  and  all  the  others 
except  one  were  persons  who  did  the  bidding  of  Grimes  at  any  tune; 
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they  were  always  at  Grimes's  disposal.  Both  interpreters  were 
dnmken  and  disrepntHble  fellows  in  any  event. 

Mr.  Embrv.  Mr.  Bentley,  I  will  ask. you  to  turn  to  pages  — ,  — , 
and  —  of  the  record,  being  Thackery's  letter  to  the  Commissioner 
of  June  15,  1906,  after  the  letter  of  June  4,  1906,  to  Outeelt. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  it  before  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  part  of  the  letter  which 
begins  as  follows: 

The  situation  at  Miizqiiiz  Is  unchanged  from  what  has  heretofore  been  re- 
ported, excepting  that  I  am  informed  that  the  other  parties  at  Muzquiz  (for 
the  purpose  of  buying  land)  have  for  the  time  being  secured  the  good  wili  and 
assistance  of  the  Mexican  officials,  thus  turning  Bentley  down  by  Installing  Into 
practice  the  methods  originated  and  started  by  Mr.  Bentley. 

Just  how  these  arrangements  are  made  or  what  is  done  to  bring  them  about 
Is  a  question  that  Mr.  Bentley  and  the  other  Oklahoma  citizens,  as  well  as  the 
Mexican  officials,  should  be  required  to  ans^ver.  It  is  evident  that  no  good  will 
come  to  the  Indians  as  the  result  of  such  arrangements.  Now,  that  It  seems 
assured  that  the  restrictions  are  to  be  removed  from  these  Indians*  land  in  the 
United  States,  it  s<H»ms  important  to  me  that  our  Goveniment  should  explicitly 
relieve  itself  of  any  further  responsibility  as  to  any  of  these  Indians  and  see  to 
it  that  Mexico  now  understands  that  If  she  receives  these  Indians  now  she  is 
not  to  exi)ect  nor  ask  the  United  States  to  take  them  back  or  care  for  them  In 
the  event  that  she  (Mexico)  later  finds  them  undesirable. 

Now,  on  the  15th  of  June,  when  Thackery  observed  that  Grimes 
and  his  crowd  had  secured  the  favor  of  the  Mexican  authorities,  he 
i-eports  the  facts  to  his  superior  officer  promptly  and  fully,  did  he 
not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  it  became  a  public  record  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  you  say  he  was  a  coconspirator  with  those  people 
whom  he  reports  upon  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Tnere  can  be  but  one  inference  from  these  para- 
graphs, and  that  was  he  found  that  his  influence  and  that  of 
Mr.  Outeelt  had  been  such  that  the  authorities  in  protecting  me  had 
been  broken  down  in  protecting  the  Indians,  and  that  they  were  to 
be  robbed  and  impoverished,  and  the  United  States,  by  reason  of 
having  gotten  them  in  that  position,  should  not  be  required  to  do 
anything  for  them.  The  proposition  was,  "  You  have  come  over  here 
with  your  officers  and  ruined  them." 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  asking  you  about  this  phrase  in  his  letter  where 
he  reports  to  his  superior  officer  that  these  other  Americans  in  Mexico 
had  secured  the  favor  of  the  Government  and  that  no  good  could 
come  from  that  to  the  Indians,  as  the  testimony  shows  that  no  good 
did  come. 

Mr.  Bentley.  In  reply  to  your  question  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  Mr.  Outcelt's  telegram  of  June  9th,  in  which  he  says; 
"  Boys  go  to  camp  to-night.  Authorities  weakening."  It  se^ms  that 
Mr.  Outeelt  had  a  pretty  thorough  knowledge  of  the  weakening  of 
the  parties  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  telegram  was  to  whom? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Thackery. 

The  Chairman.  What  is  the  date  of  that  telegram? 

Mr.  Bentley.  June  9th. 
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Mr.  Embry.  That  telegram  was  one  conveying  intelligence  to  Mr. 
Thackery,  who  on  the  15th  reported  that  state  of  facts  to  his  superior! 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  the  authorities  were  weakening. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  if  Outcelt  or  Thackery  were  coconspirattn^ 
with  Grimes  and  those  people,  why  should  they  communicate  with 
each  other  the  facts,  and  Tnackery  being  at  Eagle  Pass,  communi- 
cated those  facts  in  substance  to  his  superior  officer  here,  and  it  became 
a  record  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  suppose  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  was  sent  there  by  the 
Government  to  report  the  facts,  and  he  did  it  perhaps  so  far  as  infor- 
mation came  from  Outcelt — he  reported  it  to  the  Indian  Office  in  an 
effort  to  protect  themselves. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Mr.  Bentley,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  understand 
that  Outcelt  sent  a  number  of  these  telegrams  or  some  communication 
or  message,  that  is,  when  he  could,  to  Thackery,  at  Eagle  Pass,  to 
have  him  communicate  with  Mr.  Scothorn,  did  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  they  cooperated  fully;  they  u><?d 
these  police  for  messengers  and  for  any  other  purpose;  they  were 
working  together,  apparently. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  those  telegrams  from  Scothorn  to  Thackenr 
merely  announced  the  fact  ?  ' 

Mr."  Bentley,  You  mean  from  Outcelt  to  Thackery  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  Outcelt  to  Thackery  merely  announced  the  fact  that 
the  authorities  were  weakening  and  that  those  boys  were  going  to 
camp  that  night. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  the  thing  was  opened  up  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Thackery  received  that  information  from  Mr.  Out- 
celt and  reported  to  his  department  on  the  15th  that  '"  the  situation 
at  Muzquiz  is  unchanged  from  what  has  heretofore  been  reporfeJy 
excepting  that  I  am  informed  that  the  other  parties  at  Muzquiz  ifor 
the  purpose  of  buying  land)  haVe  for  the  time  being  secured  the  px\ 
will  ana  assistance  of  the  Mexican  officials,  thus  turning  Bentley  oown 
by  installing  into  practice  the  methods  originated  and  started  by  Mr. 
Bentley."  And  then  it  goes  on  later  to  state  ".  it  is  evident  that  no 
good  will  come  to  the  Indians  as  a  result  of  such  arrangements,*'  and 
m  another  place  he  says  that  both  you  and  these  people  and  the  Mex- 
ican officials  shouhl  be  required  to  answer. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  those  two  paragraphs  were  intended  to  no- 
tify the  Indian  Office  in  substance  that  their  mission  had  been  practi- 
cally accomplished,  because  the  biggest  fool  rascal  on  earth  would 
have  been  slick  enough  to  have  sent  such  a  telegram.  They  were  in 
sympathy  with  my  being  corralled  and  the  Indians  defrauded. 
*  Mr.  Embry.  The  expression  of  every  man  who  has  not  been  in  har- 
mony with  your  purposes  and  wishes  in  this  matter  is  to  he  deprived 
of  any  apparently  fair  construction,  is  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  necessarily,  unless  the  construction  is  sustained 
by  facts  that  warrant  the  construction. 

Mr.  Embry.  On  the  7th  Outcelt  sent  him  a  telegram  that  the  par- 
ties were  weakening  and,  "  boys  go  to  camp  to-night,"  and  on  the 
15th  Mr.  Thackery  communicates  that  to  the  Indian  Office  and  says 
no  good  will  come*^  to  the  Indians  from  such  a  change. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Practically  saying,  "  Our  purpose  here  is  accom- 
plished and  the  Indians  would  not  get  any  lands  in  Mexico." 
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Mr.  Embky.  And  you  think  that  is  the  conduct  of  conspiracy,  do 
you  ? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  Yes,  sir;  of  that  character — men  who  indict  inno- 
cent men  for  criminal  offenses  and  do  it  on  perjured  testimony  only 
Tvould  resort  to  such  things. 

Mr.  Embry.  Against  whom  do  you  make  that  charge? 
Mr.  Bentley.  I  make  it  against  Mr.  Thackery. 
Mr.  Embry.  On  what  occasion  and  when? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  refer  to  the  case  where  John  Williams  was  in- 
dicted for  something  that  he  knew  he  had  never  done. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  Sol  Williams  the  man  who  made  the  homestead 
affidaA^t  and  perjured  himself  when  he  was  under  agreement  with 
PeiTy  Rodkey  to  give  him  part  of  that  land? 

Mr.  Bentley.  John  Williams  was  the  man  I  referred  to. 
Mr.  Embry.  I   thought   you   said  Sol  Williams.     You    furnished 
the  money  for  that  transaction  at  the  time  Sol  Williams  perjured 
himself,  did  you  not? 

The  Chairman.  The  evidence  was  just  the  other  way,  Mr.  Embry. 
I  do  not  think  you  ought  to  misquote  the  evidence.  You  asked  him 
if  the  time  he  paid  was  when  there  was  a  final  disposition  of  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  was  referring  to  when  he  advanced  the  $2,000  to 
Williams. 

Mr.  Bentt.ey.  I  have  said  that  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  wrong- 
doing. If  the  committee  please,  in  this  connection  I  want  to  offer 
just  a  praagraph  in  the  ivcord  as  showing  my  reasons  and  why  such 
information  was  conveyed  by  Mr.  Thackery  to  the  Indian  Oflice  by 
his' letter  of  the  15th  of  June. 

The  Chairman.  You  may  offer  it,  and  if  Mr.  Embry  chooses  to  go 
into  it  further  we  will  let  him  do  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  offer  this  parag:raph  as  showing  why  the  Indian 
Office  should  have  api)reciated  the  mformation  contained  in  the  letter 
of  Mr.  Thackery  ot  June  15,  when  he  reported  that  the  Oklahoma 
crowd  who  were  opposed  to  me  were  in  control  over  there,  and  as 
showing  the  animus  of  the  Indian  Office  toward  me  and  the  Indians. 
I  wish  to  read  a  paragraph  of  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  dated  December  14,  1905 : 

The  position  of  the  Mexican  Kickapoos,  who  have  recently  gone  there, 
will  be  the  subject  of  another  couiniiinication,  but  as  the  presence  of  some  of 
them  will  be  necessary  to  carry  out  successfully  the  view^s  entertained  here  in 
the  matter  of  the  prosecution  of  Bentley  and  the  litigation  over  the  deeds  he 
procured,  and  they  can  only  be  obtained  with  dltficulty  unless  they  be  indicted 
and  brought  bade  on  criminal  charges,  it  is  believed  that  instructions  should  be 
given  prohibiting  the  payment  of  money  for  the  sale  of  inherited  Indian  land 
or  any  moneys  derived  from  any  source  whatever  to  any  Indians  of  this  tribe 
now  In  Mexico.  This  done,  Bentley  and  others  cannot  obtain  possession  of  the 
funds;  and  If  the  Indians  return  to  Oklahoma  their  moneys  can  be  held  as  in- 
herited land  moneys  are  cared  for  and  their  welfare  looked  after  in  a  measure. 
These  instructions  should  cover  funds  from  every  source  from  which  they  may 
be  obtained. 

I  offer  this  paragraph  of  the  Commissioner's  letter  as  showing 
that  it  was  the  disposition  of  the  Indian  Office  or  of  the  Commis- 
sioner to  starve  the  Indians  out  of  Mexico;  that  he  had  so  little 
feeling  or  respect  for  the  Kickapoos  that  he  even  entertained  the 
idea  of  indicting  them,  though  innocent,  on  some  criminal  charge 
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that  they  miglit  be  i-etuniocl  to  the  United  States  and  used  as  wit- 
nesses to  prosecute  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Upon  what  statement  in  this  letter  do  you  base  this 
charge  that  the  Commissioner  contemplated  the  indictment  of  inno- 
cent Indians  and  to  use  them  as  witnesses? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  base  it  on  this: 

Unless  th(*y  be  indicted  and  brought  baclc  on  criminal  charges. 

Mr.  Embky.  Now,  Mr.  Bentley,  let  us  read  this  sentence  fairly : 

The  position  of  the  Mexican  Kickapoos,  who  have  recently  gone  there,  will 
be  the  subjwt  of  another  communication,  but  np  the  presence  of  some  of  them 
will  be  ne<.'esHary  to  carry  out  successfully  the  views  entertained  here  in  the 
matter  of  the  i)i*osecution  of  Bentley  and  the  litigation  over  the  deetls  he  pro- 
cured, and  they  can  only  be  obtained  with  difficulty  unless  they  be  indicted  and 
brought  back  on  criminal  charges,  it  is  believed  that  instructions  shQuld  l*e 
given  prohibiting  the  payment  of  money  for  the  sale  of  inherited  Indian  land 
or  any  moneys  derived  from  any  source  whatever  to  any  Indians  of  this  tribe 
now  in  Mexico.  This  done,  Bentley  and  others  can  not  obtain  i)ossesslon  of  the 
funds;  and  if  the  Indians  return  to  Oklahoma  their  moneys  can  be  held  as  in- 
heriteil  land  mcmeys  and  carwi  for  and  their  welfare  looketl  after  in  a  measure. 
These  instructions  should  cover  funds  from  every  source  from  which  they  may 
be  obtaincHl. 

Now,  is  not  this  the  construction — that  those  Indians  in  Mexico 
could  not  b^  returned  unless  indictments  were  rendered  against  them, 
not  suggesting  that  indictments  be  recovered,  but  that  that  would  be 
the  necessity ;  but  to  avoid  that  it  is  believed  that  instructions  should 
be  given  prohibiting  the  payment  of  money  to  them  so  as  to  starve 
them  out  of  Mexico,  so  tliat  you  would  not  detain  them  in  Mexico 
and  they  would  come  home  ? ' 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  vou  not  think  that  was  a  very  broad  intimation 
to  Outcelt? 

Mr.  Embry.  You  had  them  indicted  in  Mexico,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Some  of  those  who  were  brought  down  there  by 
Grimes  were  arrested  for  drunkenness. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  they  received  their  money  they  would  stay  in 
Mexico  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  their  money  is  not  paid  them  there  there  would  be 
a  disposition  for  them  to  return  to  Oklahoma  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  did  not  return. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  on  their  return  they  would  be  here  to  be  used  as 
witnesses  to  prosecute  you  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  the  supposition  of  the  Indian  Office,  but 
such  treatment  only  encouraged  them  to  stay  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  asking  you  about  the  construction;  do  you  not 
infer  that  that  was  what  the  Commissioner  meant  there? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Certainly;  he  wanted  to  starve  them  ojit  if  he 
could,  but  he  left  a  very  broad  intimation  to  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice that  it  would  be  tetter  to  indict  them.  I  have  been  indicted 
three  or  four  times  myself  on  charges  that  were  utterly  false. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  were  you  indicted  three  or  four  times? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  was  indicted  three  times  in  Oklahoma — once  for 
giving  whisky  to  a  white  man,  which  I  never  did;  I  was  indicted 
for  stealing  mules  that  were  never  stolen,  and  the  practice  on  the 
part  of  the  Department  had  been  that  if  anybody  gets  in  their  way 
to  get  him  out  of  the  way,  so  they  indict  him.     Innocent  boys  were 


AFFAIBS   OF   THE   MEXICAN    KICKAPOO   INDIANS.  1391 

indicted  down  there  and  thrown  in  prison  who  were  guilty  of  no 
offense,  because  it  was  thought  they  would  go  to  Mexico.  The  in- 
dictment proposition  as  we  view  it,  in  view  of  the  disposition  and 
practice  of  the  Department  heretofore,  where  the  indictment  black- 
ens a  man's  character,  is  a  very  trifling  matter  with  them.  The  theory 
is,  if  he  is  in  your  way,  indict  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  l)een  misunderstood  and  abused  by  nearly 
all  the  Government  officials,  have  you  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  been  indicted  three  times  but  never  tried,  al- 
though T  have  demanded  trial  always. 

The  Chairman.  What  became  of  the  cases? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  dismissed  them.  I  was  guilty  of  nothing  and 
they  did  not  dare  to  try  me  for  the  offenses  which  they  alleged. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  a  fact  that  A^'our  testimony  was  always  so  ample 
that  it  would  not  have  been  safe  to  try  you? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  Xo  offense  was  committed,  therefore  a  conviction 
could  not  have  been  had.  Mr.  Thackery  knew  it,  and  Mr.  Outcelt 
knew  it.  Mr.  Outcelt  was  the  commissioner  who  bound  me  over,  and 
he  said  to  me  when  he  did  so  that  there  was  nothing  against  me.     • 

The  Chairman.  Were  those  cases  dismissed  by  the  Government? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  were  dismissed  by  Horace  Speed,  the  district 
attorney.  The  United  States  district  judge  said  in  my  presence  that 
he  did  not  l^elieve  any  reputable  person  had  testified,  and  he  said  I 
will  demand  that  you  either  be  tried  or  the  indictment  be  dismissed. 
It  was  very  expensive  to  the  Indians.  I  had  to  bring  witnesses  from 
Mexico.  I  had  to  spend  prol^ably  $2,000  carrying  witnesses  back- 
ward and  forward.  It  was  a  great  waste  of  money.  Of  course,  I 
may  not  be  entitled  to  complaint,  but  I  admit  that  I  do.  Before  leav- 
ing" the  subject  of  that  letter  I  desire  to  make  just  one  other  brief  sug- 
gestion, with  reference  to  the  letter  of  the  ir)th  of  June,  as  showing 
the  disposition  of  the  Indian  Office.  The  Commissioner  in  that  let- 
ter also  suggests  the  indictment  of  Johnny  Mine.  He  wants  him 
indicted.    . 

The  Chairman.  Where  is  that  referred  to? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  on  page —  of  the  Appendix.  Poor  Johnny 
Mine  I  Not  ^lilty  of  any  offense  on  earth,  but  a  case  is  to  be  manu- 
factured against  him.  There  were  other  Indians,  too.  The  Com- 
missioner says: 

It  luaj'  not  be  the  wisest  course  to  attempt  to  Indict  and  prosecute  Bentley 
and  his  confederates  for  conspiracy,  in  securlnj?  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
Congress  resiw^nsible  for  these  transfers;  but  he  is  guilty  of  that  crime  as 
defined  in  article  15  of  the  Statutes  of  Oklahoma,  1803. 

Then  following  down  to  the  reference  to  Johnny  Mine  he  says  that 
Ida  B.  Bentley,  Bonnet,  Ives,  and  Johnny  Mine,  and  other  Indians 
in  the  case  of  the  three  deeds  should  be  prosecuted  for  forgery.  I 
refer  to  this  to  show  the  attitude  of  the  Indian  Office  toward  the 
Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  referring  back  to  the  letter  which  you  have  just 
read,  with  the  extracts  from  it,  you  say  that  is  a  letter  of  the  Com- 
missioner's, stating  that  certain  persons  should  be  indicted  ? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir;  Johnny  Mine  in  particular. 

Mr.  E:>rBRY.  You  are  sufficiently  familiar  with  these  matters  to 
understand  and  know  that  in  all' probability  that  recommendation 
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was  made  upon  reports  and  data  that  were  then  in  the  office  and  in 
the  possession  of  the  Commissioner? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  that  was  made  without  doubt  on  the  rav- 
ings  of  Dixon. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  ravinps  of  Dixon  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  the  Commissioner  sent  men  out  to  make  inquiries  as 
to  those  facts  and  they  reported  a  state  of  facts  Avhich  showed  that 
Johnny  Mine  should  be  indicted,  was  not  the  recommendation  proper 
that  he  should  be  indicted  or  investigated? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  if  they  were  sent  out  with  instructions  to 
get  such  evidence  that  the  indictments  would  not  have  been  war- 
ranted. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  do  you  know  that  anyone  was  sent  out  to  get 
testimony  to  indict  Johnnj^  Mine  or  any  of  those  people? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  know  that  Mr.  Dixon  in  a  hundred  instances 
in  his  reports  controverts  the  facts,  and  his  report  is  false  almost 
from  beginning  to  end;  his  inferences  are  false,  and  if  the  Com- 
missioner was  acting  upon  that  he  was  acting  upon  false  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  if  he  was  acting  upon  false  information  he  was 
acting  upon  that  upon  which  he  was  advised,  and  if  that  information 
showed  that  Johnny  Mine  should  be  indicted  there  was  no  impro- 
priety, was  there,  in  the  Commissioner  recommending  it? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  think  he  should  have  considered  the  source  of  his 
information.     There  was  no  intimation  of  guilt  as  to  the  others. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  Do  you  think  he  should  have  sent  a  man  and  asked 
whether  he  should  be  indicted  or  not? 

The  Chairman.  That  is  an  argument  that  you  need  not  indulge  in. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley,  were  you  an  agent  at  one  time  f or  tbe 
fair  ground  addition  at  Shawnee,  and  did  you  try  to  sell  that  or  agree 
to  sell  that  for  the  Indians  to  James  Aydelotte  at  one  time  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  land  that  was  under  my  jurisdic- 
tion as  Indian  agent. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  not,  after  you  ceased  to  be  Indian  agent, 
made  a  contract  to  sell  it  to  Aydelotte? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  I  made  a  contract  with  Mr.  Avdelotte  to 
secure,  if  possible,  the  title  to  the  fair-ground  property,  ani  my  recol- 
lection now  is  that  an  effort  was  made  to  get  Congress  to  patent  the 
land  to  the  rightful  heir.     That  is  my  recollection. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  were  j^ou  to  sell  that  to  Mr.  Aj'^delotte  for? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  recollect  what  the  contract  provided,  but  I 
have  the  papere  that  were  drawn  and  presented  to  Congress,  and  an 
effort  was  made  to  have  that  land  patented  to  the  proper  person. 
Senator  Quay  presented  it  in  the  Senate,  I  think. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  Referring  again  to  j'our  note  to  Mary  Penetho,  about 
which  there  has  been  some  testimony,  is  that  the  original?  [Exhibit- 
ing paper]  which  will  be  found  on  page  —  of  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir:  that  is  the  original  note. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  Please  look  at  it  and  see  if  that  note  is  not  due  and 
payable  January  1,  1904? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley,  here  is  a  petition,  or  what  purports  to 
be  a  petition,  in  a  suit  against  you  on  that  note.     It  appears  to  have 
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been  filed  in  the  district  court  at  Pottawotamie  County  on  August  1, 
1905?  J  S         . 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  expect  this  is  correct.  I  have  never  seen  the 
petition.     Have  vou  the  dismissal  also  with  the  papers? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  what  purports  to  be  a  copy  of  it,  and  what  pur- 
ports to  be  a  copy  of  your  settlement  note,  the  notes  you  gave  her 
when  she  dismissed  the  suit. 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  true  that  I  gave  her  nine  notes. 

The  Chairman.  Why  should  they  not  have  been  filed? 

Mr.  Embry.  AYe  have  not  copies.     They  were  not  filed. 

Mr.  Bkntley.  Mr.  Embry,  does  that  show  the  notes  were  filed  in 
court  ? . 

Mr.  Embry.  Xo;  I  do  not  think  so.  The  question  I  want  to  ask 
is  this:  You  said  yesterday  that  Mr.  Thackery  was  in  the  habit  of 
inciting  Indians  to  sue  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  note  was  past  due  more  than  a  year  before  you 
were  sued,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  no  idea.  It  did  not  cut  any  figure'  as  to 
whether  it  was  due  or  not.  The  woman  did  not  want  her  money  and 
did  not  wish  to  sue  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  this  man,  J.  W.  Woods,  who  brought  this  suit, 
is  as  reputable  a  lawyer  as  there  is  in  that  count rj',  is  he  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  is  a  very  reputable  man,  and  I  do  not  think  he 
would  have  brought  suit  had  he  known  the  facts.  I  have  no  com- 
plaint to  make  against  Mr.  Wood.  I  do  wish  to  say  in  the  record 
that  the  woman  did  not  want  her  money;  she  did  not  know  what 
she  had  done,  and  when  she  learned  that  she  had  sued  me  she  was 
very  anxious  to  withdraw  the  suit,  and  I  continued  to  pay  her  and 
now  owe  her  $1,990. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  wish  you  would  examine  these  papers  that  I  show 
you  and  state  in  whose  handwriting  those  Indian  names  are — the 
English  part,  not  the  Spanish. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  that  is  in  my  handwriting;  it  resembles  it 
very  much. 

sir.  Embry.  Please  examine  it  all  and  say  if  it  is. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  proper  name  of  the  Indian  appears  at  the  top 
of  the  page  in  each  instance. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  in  your  handwriting? 

Mr.  Bentley.  At  the  top  of  the  page;  yes,  sir.  It  seems  to  be 
in  my  handwriting. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  purport  to  be  Spanish  bills  or  accounts  against 
these  Indians,  sent  by  (luerra  &  Son,  of  Muzquiz,  for  collection, 
do  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  at  their  instance  you  made  these  entries  of  the 
English  part  of  the  name? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  wrote  it  in  English;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Guerra  &  Ron  were  merchants  who  sold  the  Indians 
goods,  were  they  not? 
'  Mr.  Bentley.  The  firm  is  (xuerra  &  Bro. 

Mr.  Embry.  Well,  they  sold  them  goods,  did  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Thev  sold  them  on  vour  orders  frequently,  did  thev 
not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  where  I  said  the  Indian  was  all  right 
they  credited  him. 

Mr.  EImbry.  And,  of  course,  you  aided  them  in  the  collection? 
.    Mr.  Benti^y.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  run  over  that  bill  and  state  .the  amounts  of 
those  accounts  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  rather  you  would  compute  it;  I  am  not 
an  expert  in  computation. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  Please  read  it  as  it  is:  I  do  not  ask  you  to  add  it 
together.  With  regard  to  this  Indian  Wall  pe  che  qua,  in  that  state- 
ment of  his  account,  how  much  is  due? 

Mr.  Bentley.  This  shows  on  May  20,  1906,  that  he  owed  $244.15 
Mexican  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  the  next  Indian. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  next  showed  that  Okema  owed  at  that  place 
in  1906,  including  June  17,  $593.96. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  to  the  next  Indian. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  next  is  the  account  of  Noten. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  does  that  show? 

Mr,  Bentley.  That  sliows  an  indebtedness  of  $180.44. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  That  is  Mexican  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  all  Mexican  money.  The  next  is 
Ah-kis-kuck,  showing  an  indebtness  of  $510.12.  The  next  is  the 
indebtedness  of  Pequa  in  the  sum  of  $188.24.  The  next  is  Wah-pe- 
sose,  showing  an  indebtedness  or  balance  rather,  it  seems,  of  $7.60. 
The  next  is  Wa-theck-cona,  showing  an  indebtedness  of  $124.80.  The 
next  is  Johnny  Mine;  it  seems  to  have  been  charged  to  my  account— 
$7.25.    Some  of  the  entries  seem  to  have  been  torn  out  of  this  list. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  debts  of  these  Indians  were  paid  through  the 
Border  National  Bank  mostly,  were  they  not  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Sometiuies  they  were;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  do  you  explain  that  in  Mr.  Bonnet's  testimony 
as  to  the  Indians,  accounts  that  the  items  referred  to  pertain  princi- 
pally to  the  deposit  of  Treasury  w^arrants  in  November,  1906,  for 
their  surplus  land  money  under  the  act  of  June  21,  1906? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  that  is  accounted  for  from  the  fact  that  the 
Indians  contemplated  moving  from  Muzquiz  to  another  location  in 
Mexico,  and  at  the  time  that  payment  was  made,  in  order  to  keep  the 
record  of  what  they  left  I  let  the  bank  do  my  bookkeeping,  and  I 
suggested  to  the  Indians  that  each  and  every  Indian  who  received 
payment  open  an  account  and  in  that  way  I  would  have  a  double 
check  on  what  they  did  with  their  funds,  and  when  the  payment 
was  over  the  bank  rendered  me  a  list  showing  the  deposit  so  that  I 
would  have  a  proper  statement.  That  of  coui'se  I  checked  up  with 
my  receipt  books. 

Mr.  f^MBRY.  Did  the  Indians  keep  anv  accounts  in  their  own 
names  in  that  bank  before  that  time?        ^ 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  not  certain:  I  think  some  did.  I  think  Homer 
Anderson,  perhaps,  did,  although  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  were  very  few,  were  there  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  not  the  custom  to  keep  accounts. 
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Mr.  Embry.  What  was  the  custom  and  manner  of  holding  their 
money  when  they  received  it  from  the  Government;  what  was  ever 
done  with  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  Indian  usually  came  there  and  presented  his 
clieck  and  got  the  money  in  an  ordinary  transaction.  This  was  out 
of  the  ordinary. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  people  to  whom  you  gave 
orders  to  sell  the  Indians  goods  were  about  the  only  people  who 
would  credit  those  people  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  they  would  get  credit  elsewhere,  but  the 
merchant  where  an  Indian  bought  goods  on  my  guarantee  that  he 
would  get  his  pay  was  much  more  consistent  in  his  prices;  he  felt 
that  he  was  trading  on  a  certainty  and  the  Indians  were  treated 
better  than  where  they  secured  credit  on  their  own  account. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  fact  that  you  stood  sponsor  for  the  Indians  put 
it  in  your  power  to  direct  them  to  Guerra  &  Brother  or  wherever  you 
wanted  them  to,  did  it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xot  exactly.  The  disposition  of  the  Indians  always 
has  been  that  if  thev  owed  monev  anvwhere  thev  were  willinff  to  pay 
the  debt.  '  '       ^  ^  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  stand  sponsor  for  these  debts  to  Guerra  & 
Brother,  did  you  not,  and  give  orders? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  may  have  given  orders  for  some  of  them ;  I  think 
Ah-kis-kuck  and  some  of  those  Indians  I  said  were  all  right,  and 
I  will  see  you  paid.    I  may  have  given  orders  for  some. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  as  to  these  bills  you  had  occasion  to  aid  Mr. 
Guerra  by  indicating  in  your  own  handwriting  the  names? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollecti(m  is  that  they  did  not  spell  their 
names  like  we  had  and  to  make  ^le  identification  of  the  account  more 
certain  I  deciphered  the  name  and  made  it  correct. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  when  you  got  these  Indians  to 
Mexico  you  still  exercised  some  influence  over  them  as  to  their 
traders'  accounts? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  without  their  consent. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  knew  they  would  consent? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  control  over  the  Indians  comes  from  the  fact 
that  I  never  attempted  to  force  them  to  do  anything.  You  can  not 
force  an  Indian  to  do  anything  and  retain  his  good  will.  They  did 
what  I  advised  when  it  suited  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  still  have  relations  to  their  store  accounts  and 
collections — vou  made  collections  from  these  Indians  after  they 
went  to  Mexico  as  you  did  in  Oklahoma,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  not  except  in  the  manner  heretofore  described 
in  the  record. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  those  debts  were  frequently  paid 
and  money  frequently  draAvn  from  the  Government  at  Eagle  Fass 
by  one  Indian  by  virtue  of  a  power  of  attorney  which  he  had  of 
another  Indian? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  often:  I  do  not  think  there  were  very  many 
instances  of  that  kind.     I  do  not  recollect  but  one. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  explain  that  one. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  recall  when  an  Indian  would  come  to  Eagle  Pass 
and  had  no  funds  and  wanted  to  equip  himself  for  perhaps  a  long 
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hunting  trip  he  would  borrow  $50,  or  sometimes  $100,  to  outfit  with 
at  the  bank,  if  he  accepted  or  received  the  money  he  left  a  power  of 
attorney  so  that  the  money  when  it  came  to  the  bank  could  be  made 
available  and  stop  the  interest  on  his  note,  and  of  course  the  balance 
would  be  td  his  credit.  Often  he  asked  for  the  full  amount  of  what 
his  account  would  be. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  general  fund  that  you  referred  to  in  your  general 
account  as  bcintr  four  thousand  and  some  additional  dollars 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes;   $4,040.93. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  that  money  used  for? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  used  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  remember  when  these  Treasury  warrants  were 
cashed  at  Eagle  Pass,  do  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  Mr.  Bonnet  in  his  testimony  showed  in  each 
particular  what  was  paid  to  the  Indian  and  a  certain  amount  paid 
to  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  not  the  amounts  paid  to  you  on  that  collection 
approximate  the  amounts  which  are  m  this  general  fund,  as  shown 
in  your  statement  here  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  the  exact  amount. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  that  general  fund,  as  shown  in  your  fiscal  ac- 
count here,  or  your  testimony,  is  the  product  of  these  amounts  set 
off  to  you  and  paid  to  you  out  of  the  surplus  land  moneys,  as  shown 
by  tlie  testimony  of  Mr.  Bonnet  at  Eagle  Pass  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  as  shown  by  the  record  of  the  bank,  that  was 
the  way  to  keep  account  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Noav,  did  you  expend  that  money  for  the  Indi&as 
before  or  after  its  receipt  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  T  think  that  that  amount  and  some  more  has  been 
expended  in  their  general  interest  since  the  receipt  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  I  ask  is,  was  tKat  to  pay  you  for  services  or  com- 
missions or  anything? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  not  a  cent  of  it,  that  was  to  pay  for  general 
expenses;  as,  for  instance,  any  depositions  that  were  taken  at  Mon- 
clova  were  paid  out  of  that  fund.  T  paid  Judge  Wood,  of  Shawnee, 
$100. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  you  prc^iared  to  state  now  approximately  what  is 
in  that  fund? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  total  amount? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes. 

Mr.  BENTiiEY.  The  fund  has  been  exhausted;  it  has  all  been  paid 
out ;  it  was  deposited  to  the  general  account  in  the  bank,  and  it  has 
all  been  checked  out. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  was  the  owner  of  the  fair  ground  land,  I  mean 
the  allottee? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  original  allottee  was  Pah-pe-shieck. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  Who  were  the  heirs  who  made  the  deed  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Well,  there  are  numerous  heirs:  he  had  three  wives 
and  three  sets  of  children. 

Mr.  Emery.  Was  We-ah-che-kah  one? 

Mr.  Bentley.  She  was  one  of  the  wives,  or  one  of  the  widows, 
rather,  and  so  held  to  be  by  the  court. 
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Mr.  Embry.  In  your  letter  of  October  25,  1903,  to  Joe  Clark,  I 
notice  this  language: 

Wire  me  in  case  the  fnir-jrroiind  money  comes.  I  encourage  We-ah-cbe-kali 
to  come  south.  She  holds  the  key  to  the  situation.  They  can  not  pay  it  out 
until  she  comes,  and  she  and  Panetho  will  loan  me  $10,000  if  it  comes  in  time, 
and  that  will  let  us  in  the  deal  we  want.  Don't  be  afraid  to  use  the  wire  to 
keep  me  advised  if  the  money  comes. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  correct;  they  did  that,  and  I  received 
more  than  that;  they  loaned  me  $13,000,  I  think,  instead  of  $10,000; 
they  did  not  want  as  much  money  as  I  snpposed  they  did. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  You  had  her  come  south;  you  say  she  held  the  key 
to  the  fair  ground  situation? 

Mr.  Bentley.  She  at  that  time  lived  in  Mexico.  Her  husband 
and  some  of  her  family  were  down  there.  She  was  temporarily  in 
Shawnee.  I  perhaps  had  her  come  south  earlier  than  I  would  have 
had  because  I  did  not  want  the  money  paid  to  the  Indians  in  my 
absence.  Had  this  large  sum  of  money,  some  $15,000,  been  paid  them 
they  would  have  squandered  it  I  expect,  and  I  Avanted  to  be  there 
when  it  was  paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  instead  of  that,  the  key  to  the  situation  until  it 
was  paid,  and  you  borrowed  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is,  they  voluntarily  loaned  it  to  me, 
and  I  returned  most  of  that,  t  always  tried  to  retain  as  much 
money  as  I  could  to  keep  them  from  squandering  it.  I  think  I  can 
safely  say  that  in  this  instance  that  those  are  the  only  two  Kickapoo 
Indians  who  have  a  dollar  of  individual  money,  or  very  much. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  about  all  the  Kickapoos  who  have 
money  are  those  to  whom  Willard  Johnston  is  guardian  ?  I  am  not 
referring  to  a  white  guardian,  of  course. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Johnston  has  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  dollars 
guardian  money.  It  seems  that  the  Government  raised  a  serious 
question  whether  it  is  in  good  hands  or  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  They  did  question  it.  He  is  not  paying  enough  in- 
terest on  it,  but  it  is  not  lost.  I  think  that  is  all  1  care  to  ask.  You 
have  not  as  yet  filed  your  statement  as  to  finances. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  the  last  account  here  before  me  of  money 
paid  to  the  Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  a  statement  of  all  your  fiscal  accounts? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  is  ai)proximately  correct. 

Mr.  Embry.  We  will  examine  that  at  recess. 

At  12  o'clock  m.  the  subcommittee  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

AVTER    RECESS. 

The  committee  reassembled  at  3  oVloc»k  p.  m. 

Statement  by  Mr.  M.  J.  BENTLEY  resumed. 

By  Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley,  I  believe  in  your  testimony  you  re- 
ferred to  a  communication  from  the  report  of  the  Commissioner, 
Mr.  Leupp,  to  the  New  York  Post  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  P^mbry.  RefeiTing  to  some  report  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  referring  to  the  Brosius  report? 
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Mr.  Benti.ey.  The  Brosius  charges.  That  was  a  report,  I  think, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  was  this  communication  to  the  New  York 
Post? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  under  date — I  think  in  the  niontli  of  Septenj- 
ber,  1898.  That  is  my  I'ecollection.  I  have  a  copy  of  the  coiw- 
munication. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  a  copy  with  you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  is  in  the  re<,*ord  here  somewhere. 

Mr.  Embry.  Can  you  indicate  the  page  on  which  it  is? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  said  he  was  the  reporter,  at  that  time,  for  the 
New  York  Evening  Post. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  misunderstood  you,  what  was  your  statement  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  quoted  Mr.  I^upp's  letter  presenting  the  chai^res 
of  Brosius  against  me  to  the  Secretary  of  the  interior. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  he. 
as  reporter,  had  sent  any  matter  to  the  New  York  Post  reflecting  on 
you  ? 

Mr.  Benteley.  Xo,  sir.  Here  is  what  I  said,  on  page  —  of  the 
committee  print: 

Washington  Bureau,  New  York  Evening  Post, 

Wyatt  Building, 
September  10,  1S9S. 
Dear  Sir:  I  hniid  yon,  inclosed,  a  petition  snpported  by  affidavits,  which  I 
receivwi  this  niorninp:  from  Mr.  S.  M.  Brosius,  agent  of  the  Indian  Rights  Asso- 
ciation, who  was  i)revented  by  urgent  business  from  returning  to  Washiugtou 
to  present  them  in  person. 

As  an  ex-representative  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association  I  feel  a  stron? 
Interest  in  Mr.  Brosius's  work,  and  join  with  him  in  the  hope  that  the  stronp^ 
man  you  can  spare  In  the  corps  of  in8i>ectors  will  be  detailed  to  make  this 
Investigation. 

Sincerely,  yours,  Francis  E.  Leitp. 

Hon.  Thos.  Ryan, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  the  matter  to  which  you  referred? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

jNfr.  Embry.  There  is  nothing  in  connection  with  that  that  evinced 
any  feeling  of  the  present  Commissioner  against  you,  is  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  so.  Probably  his  impression  of  me  was 
formed  some  thirteen  years  ago,  or  in  1898,  through  his  connection 
with  Brosius  and  his  charges,  1  suppose. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  this  particular  he  did  no  more  than  was  properly 
his  duty  to  do  at  that  time,  if  it  had  been  left  for  his  transmission? 

Mr.  IJentley.  I  do  not  think  he  had  any  duty  to  perform  in  the 
matter.  He  was  not  an  official  of  the  Government  or  of  the  Indian 
Rights  Association  at  the  time.  I  think  it  was  because  of  some  over- 
zealousncss  on  his  part  that  he  presented  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  what  other  particular  has  the  Commissioner  shown 
a  disposition  to  hound  you  or  deal  with  you  unjustly  or  persecute 
you? 

Mr.  Bentley.  To  answ^er  that  I  think  it  would  be  necessary  to  re- 
view each  and  everv  act  since  he  has  known  me  or  I  have  laiown  him. 
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Mr.  Embry.  I  believe  in  your  testimony  yoii  referred  to  some  con- 
versation between  yon  and  the  present  Commissioner  at  or  about  the 
time  of  his  appointment  to  that  office? 

Mr.  Bextley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Where  did  that  occur  and  when? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  in  his  office  here  in  Washington.  I  think 
in  the  Wyatt  Buildincj.  It  was  in  a  building  up  there  near  the  Treas- 
ury Department — some  newspaper  office. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  before  he  assumed  the  duties  of  his  present 
office? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  was  after  he  was  appointed,  but  before 
he  qualified. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  conversation  was  substantially  as  you  have 
related  it  in  your  former  testimony? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  related  it  as  near  as  I  could  as  it  occurred  at 
the  time. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  one  matter  I  want  to  refer  to  on  page  —  of 
the  record.     I  guess  it  is  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  it  before  me  now,  page  — . 

Mr.  Embry.  What  appears  to  be  your  answer  46  to  an  interroga- 
tory asking  that  a  proceeding  be  had  in  Mexico,  in  which  you  state: 

4C.  To  the  fc)it3'-Rixth.  That  of  lands  contracted  or  under  option  he  has 
31.00#  acres,  undertakhiR  to  pay  $9,000  American  money,  and  another  of  100 
sitios  for  $140,000  American  money,  which  lands  are  situated  in  the  northern 
part  of  this  State;  that  he  is  in  condition  to  pay  the  value  of  either  one  of 
these  properties  cash  down. 

When  was  that  answer  given  to  that  interrogatory? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  must  have  been  in  July,  1004 — no;  1005,  I 
think. 

Mr.  Embry.  Were  you  in  a  situation  at  that  time  to  pay  $140,000 
cash  down? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  T  made  the  statement  in 
that  way.  I  think  in  transcribing  it  there  a  little  mistake  has  been 
made.  I  did  say  at  that  time  that  I  could  make  the  necessaiy  cash 
pa^mients  securing  the  land.  If  a  satisfactory  agreement  could  be 
reached  I  expected  to  option  the  land. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  you  say  that  in  view  of  any  certain  amount 
which  you  could  arrange  to  pay?  Did  you  have  in  mind,  at  the  time 
you  said  you  could  arrange  the  necessary  cash  payments,  the  amount 
that  would  be  necessary  for  you  to  arrange  for  and  how  much  was 
that  amount  could  you  arrange  for? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  this  way.  This  man  Naranjo  had  270  sitios 
of  land,  and  I  was  engaging  with  him  to  sell  out  a  hundred.  He 
was  not  particular  about  cash  so  that  some  payment  could  be  made 
So  that  he  would  be  satisfied  it  would  carry  the  trade  through.  He 
would  allow  a  reasonable  interest.  The  way  he  indicated  to  me  it 
was  well  within  our  means  to  have  made  the  trade. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  that  time  were  you  situated  so  as  to  advance  the 
money  cash,  or  was  there  any  showing  as  to  the  amount  necessary? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  recollection  is  we  had  $10,000  or  $15,000  avail- 
able money.  I  believe,  too,  in  the  Xaranjo  proposition,  there  was 
some  indebtednass  of  his  that  was  to  be  secured,  and  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  had  to  be  made  with  his  creditors  as  to  the  interest 
payments  on  that. 
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Mr.  Eaibry.  Turn  to  page  —  of  the  Appendix,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  page,  where  Senator  Sutherland  asked  this  question: 

You  have  already  bought  $21,000  worth  of  land  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentlky.  Yes.  I 

Senator  Sutherland.  In  whose  name  Is  that?  ' 

Mr.  Bentlev.  In  the  name  of  Okemah. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  correct.     It  was. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  title  was  in  vour  name,  was 
it  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  the  title  in  equity  then  vested  in  Okemah. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  talking  about  the  legal  title. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  talkmg  about  the  title,  too.     Okemah  held  a      | 
contract  from  me  wherein  I  disclaimed  any  title  and  declared  the 
title  to  be  in  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Senator  Teller  asked  this  question :  "  But  he  holds  it 
for  the  tribe,  does  he?"  To  which  you  answer:  "  He  holds  it  for  all 
the  others  by  their  request." 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  other  six. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  a  lawyer,  would  you  not  understand  it 
was  in  the  name  of  Okemah;*  that  the  title  deeds  would  run  to 
Okemah? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  would  be  understood  just  exactly  as  I 
intended  it  to  be — that  the  land  was  in  fact  and  in  deed  the  land  of 
Okemah  in  trust;  yes,  sir.  I  have  the  full  record  hei-e  that  I  will 
lay  before  the  committee  if  they  desire  to  pass  on  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  am  asking  you  about  this  answer  to  this  Senatorial 
inquiry,  in  whose  name  this  land  was,  and  you  answer  that  it  was  in 
the  name  of  Okemah,  and  he  held  it  for  theothere? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  right. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  you  mean  he  did  not  have  the  title  to  it,  except 
the  equitable  title? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  mean  to  say  he  had  all  the  title  there  was,  and  he 
has  it  now. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  the  legal  title,  the  conveyance,  was  to  you,  and 
is  in  you  yet? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  had  not  been  deeded,  but  a  contract  in  lieu  of  a 
deed,  or  disclaimer,  was  then  in  the  hands  of  Okemah,  which  ex- 
plained itself  and  which  I  have  already  offered  in  this  record. 
My  answer  was  in  accordanc-e  with  the  facts  as  they  then  existed. 

Mr.  Embry.  State  the  conversation  which  occurred  in  the  office 
of  the  present  Commissioner  after  his  appointment,  and  before  he 
assumed  his  office,  in  the  reporter's  room  of  the  present  Commis- 
sioner after  his  appointment  and  before  his  assumption  of  his  present 
office. 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  was  very  arrogant  and  insulting  to  me,  and  I 
tried  to  explain  to  him  that  my  object  in  calling  upon  liim  was  to  try 
and  make  him  acquainted  with  my  purpose  towards  the  Kickapoo  • 
Indians  and  their  condition  in  Mexico.  He  said,  "  Well,  if  you  have 
anything  to  submit  to  me,  you  can  put  it  in  writing,  but  you  will 
have  to  swear  to  it  before  I  will  give  it  the  consideration  to  read  it." 
That  was  his  language  as  I  recall  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  turn  to  page  — .  There  is  a  question  I  think 
I  want  to  ask  you  there.     It  is  about  the  middle  of  the  page.    In 
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answer  to  a  question  by  Senator  McCiimber,  I  observe  that  you  said, 
"  Noten's  land  sold  for  $3,050  in  cash,  and  he  has  been  paid  in  cash 
about  $1,000,  perhaps  a  little  more.'' 
Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  correct. 

Mr.  Embry.  Please  turn  to  the  account  you  have  for  moneys  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  commissions  and  the  net  amount  received  by 
me  for  Xoten's  land  was  $2,900.    That  is  correct. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  difference  results  from  the  commission? 
Mr.  Benti.ey.  From  the  commission  and  expenses;  yes,  sir. 
Mr.  Embry.  To  whom  were  the  expenses  paid? 
Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  Mr.  Everest  was  paid  $100.      That  is  my 
recollection. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  Mr.  Everest  in  the  real  estate  business,  and  does  he 
receive  real  estate  commissions? 

Mr.  Bentley.  He  had  done  some  work  in  some  connection,  I  have 
forn^otten  just  what  now.  There  was  a  fee,  a  commission,  I  think, 
and  there  were  other  expenses  in  connection  with  the  sale  that 
amounted  to  $150.  T  recall  now  that  the  man  who  bought  the  land 
afterwards.  Judge  Maxey,  when  the  Indian  agent  went  into  the 
papers  and  claimed  the  title  was  not  good.  Judge  Maxey  owed  me 
$100  and  would  not  pay  it  and  never  did  pav  it. 
The  Chairman.  Who? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Maxey  was  the  man  who  bought  the  land. 
Afterwards  when  I  went  to  make  a  settlement  with  him  he  said  the 
title  was  bad,  and  I  charged  this  $100  up  to  this  transaction.  That 
is  the  way,  I  believe,  this  hundred  dollars  came  in. 
.  Mr.  Embry.  I  notice  there  these  people  stated  they  paid  $t22,500 
in  cash? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  did  not  pay  it  to  Ives.  They  placed  this  land 
with  Canady  &  Wheeler  to  push  the  sale.  They  were  members  of 
that  syndicate.  At  that  price  it  was  $32,000,  and  any  difference 
between  $32,000  and  $39,000,  whatever  it  is,  went,  of  course,  to 
Pachen  &  Canady,  or  Canady  &  Wheeler.  I  suppose  that  is  the  way 
they  acquired  their  interest  in  the  land  after  its  purchase.  That  was 
the  usual  procedure  down  there  in  connection  with  the  buying  of 
land. 
Mr.  Embry.  We  desire  to  offer  this  in  the  record  as  evidence. 

Shawnee  Townsite  Company, 

Auguat  SL  JOOo. 
Parties  interested  in  the  purchase  of  the  iiHotnients  to  Olieinah  and  his  wife, 
Tithequa,  being  the  SE,  i  of  sec.  24,  T.  10,  R.  3  B.,  are  M.  F.  EgKerman,  O.  H. 
Slover,  J.  T.  Cruse,  S.  A.  B.  Hart,  A.  P.  Slover,  George  Patchin,  and  D.  N. 
Kennedy. 

Purchased  from  W.  W.  Ives,  amount  paid  was  $22,(500  in  cash  and  our  notes 
for  $10,5<J0,  secured  by  mortgage  on  above-named  one-fourth  section  of  land. 
Time  of  purchase  April  1,  11)05. 

The  allotment  to  Okemah  being  the  east  one-half  of  above-named  section,  has 
been  platted  into  town  lots  and  about  65  or  70  lots  have  bwn  sold  and  six  of 
the  purchasers  have  built  themselves  little  homes. 

As  far  as  Mr.  Bentley  is  concerned  in  this  deal,  wish  to  say  that  we  do  not 
know  Bentley,  and  we  are  innocent  purchasers  in  this  land. 

Shawnee  Townsite  Company, 
M.  F.  Egoerman,  President, 
Attest:  A.  P.  Slover,  Secretary, 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  April  H,  1905. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Now,  did  you  state  the  amount  of  moneys  you  had 
borrowed  from  time  to  time  from  the  Indians  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  got  the  schedule  showing  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  here  somewhere  in  Thackery^s  Ex- 
hibit No.  168,  Appendix,  I  believe. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  the  five  sheets  of  typewritten  matter  submitted 
here  and  marked  as  an  exhibit  designed  to  follow  Thackery  Ex- 
hibit A  in  the  record  shows  all  the  money  that  you  ever  borrowed 
from  the  Kickapoo  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  is  correct — that  is,  it  shows 
all  money  borrowed.  There  may  have  been  some  rows  at  times 
when  Indians  came  and  put  money  in  my  pocket.  Money  so  left 
with  me  was  returned  to  them.  No  money  was  retained  at  any 
time  except  for  a  day  or  two,  which  was  in  some  settlement  and 
which  could  not  be  called  money  that  I  held  in  trust  for  them  or  a 
loan. 

Mr.  E^ibry.  Those  items  appear  in  the  first  column  of  the  exhibit 
you  submitted  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  the  total  amount  paid  by  the  Indian  Office 
at  Shawnee. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  appears  in  the  first  column  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  the  total  amount  paid  to  Indians,  as 
shown  by  Thackery  Exhibit  A,  follows  clear  through  in  the  first 
column  of  my  statement. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  the  second  column  in  your  statement  is  what  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  amount  of  money  received  from  Indians 
by  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  third  column  in  your  statement  is  what  ? 

Mr.  Benii^ey.  The  amount  of  money  returned  to  Indians  by  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  last  colunm,  which,  I  think,  is  the  fourth  col- 
umn? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  fourth  Column. 

Mr.  Embry.  Shows  what  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  amount  of  money  contributed  by  Indians  to  the 
general  fund. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  that  statement  is  correct? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Substantially  correct.  It  might  vary  a  few  dollars, 
but  it  is  substantially  correct  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  of  the 
affair. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  offer  that  fiscal  statement  of  yours  now  in 
evidence  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  has  already  been  offered  in  the  record. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  items  are  now  as  you  want  them  to  go  in  evi- 
dence ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  approximately  correct;  showing 
that  I  have  expended  $45,260  for  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  and  that  I 
have  received  from  all  sources  $37,209.91,  leaving  a  balance  due  me 
of  $8,060.09. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  see  there  are  no  dates  showing  the  times  you  received 
this  money,  nor  the  times  when  you  expended  it  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  intended  to  be  a  general  statement,  or  an 
abstract.     I  could  not  probably  give  all  the  dates  of  expenditures. 
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It  would  require  a  volume,  but  for  convenience  that  is  an  abstract  of 
the  account.     I  tried  to  present  it  in  a  condensed  form. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  see  an  item  here  showing  a  receipt  of  monev,  "Bor- 
der National  Bank,  $6,000?" 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  was  that  borrowed? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Is  that  due  the  Border  National  Bank,  do  you  mean, 
or  received? 

Mr.  Embry.  It  appears  to  be  money  that  you  have  received  on  ac- 
count of  these  Indians. 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  account  at  the  Border  National  Bank  has  been 
ranging  from  a  bahince  in  my  favor  of  $1,500  or  $20,000  to  being 
overdrawn  to  the  extent  of  $7,000  or  $8,000  in  the  last  few  years, 
and  I  think  the  general  overdraft  there  or  the  amount  secured  by 
my  notes  has  amounted  pretty  regularly  to  about  $6,000  during  the 
past  year  and  at  this  lime.  ^ 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  consider  that  money  received  by  you  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bextley.  Received  by  me  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  and 
expended  for  their  benefit. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  received  from  the  Border  National  Bank 
any  greater  sum  than  this  $6,000  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians? 

Sir.  Bentlj:y.  It  is  about  $0,000  I  now  owe  them  for  money  I 
have  drawn  and  used  for  the  .Indians.  I  can  not  tell  you  what  the 
exact  amount  is.  but  it  is  approximately  $6,000. 

Mr.  I^^iBRY.  You  do  not  seem  to  understand  me.  I  am  not  asking 
you  how  much  you  now  owe  the  Border  National  Bank  on  account 
of  any  moneys  you  may  have  received  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians, 
but  how  nuich  money  have  yon  received  from  the  Border  National 
Bank  for  the  benefit  of  these  Indians  which  you  hold  in  trust  for 
these  Indians? 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  more  properly  through  the  bank.  The 
bank  has  not  contributed  anything  to  the  Indians  of  course.  I  think 
you  should  ask  it  the  other  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  "  Border  National  Bank,  $6,000 "  indicates  money 
you  borrowed  and  expended  for  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  through  that  bank. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  money  during  the  time  of  your  trustee- 
ship have  you  borrowed  from  the  Border  National  Bank  which  has 
become  trust  funds  for  these  Indians? 

Mr.  BEKTiJiiY.  I  never  borrowed  any  of  the  trust  fund.  I  bor- 
rowed monej"  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  and  expended  it.  I  do 
not  know  that  it  can  be  designated  as  a  trust  fund.  I  paid  the 
Indians'  obligations  and  took  care  of  their  interest  with  the  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  kept  any  personal  account  distinguishing 
your  personal  business  from  that  of  the  Indian  business? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  never  had  any  personal  business  in  Mexico. 
I  have  no  business  in  Texas  or  Mexico  other  than  Indian  business? 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  I  notice  another  item,  "  Mortgage  on  land 
$8,000."  Does  that  item  mean  you  have  borrowed  on  land  on  which 
you  placed  mortgagees  in  the  sum  of  $8,000? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  That  item  covered  $4,000  borrowed  by 
Ives  and  secured  on  Indian  land  and  forwarded  to  me,  and  it  is  in- 
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tended  to  cover  about  $4,000  or  $4,000  and  some  interest  due  Evere>t 
on  which  he  was  secured  with  Indian  land. 

Mr.  E:krBKY.  Xow,  there  are  no  other  mortgages,  I  iinderstanc.. 
from  which  j'ou  have  received  money,  except  the  Everest  mortgai-v 
and  those  mort^^a^es  made  by  Ives  to  a  Mr.  Eagan?  . 

Mr.  Bentlf:y.  1  do  not  think  of  any  other  mortgage  that  i.^  ?*- 
cured  by  hind. 

Mr.  Embky.  Here  is  an  item,  "  Various  Indians,  general  fund. 
$4,059.91."  That  is  the  matter  we  talked  about  this  morning  as  coil- 
ing  from  the  proceeds  of  that  surplus  land  money? 

3lr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  P^MiJRY.  I  see  an  item  here,  ''Paid  to  42  Indians  on  dee^i- 
$13,000?" 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  P^MBRY.  Does  that  include  all  the  deeds  which  you  bought  f 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  Does  that  include  the  expenditures  which  you  paid  or: 
account  of  the  purchase  of  the  seven  allotments  by  Ives  and  ilr?. 
Bentley  ? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  That  includes  all  the  money  that  I  have  paid  t«» 
Indians  as  an  advance  on  account  of  their  land,  not,  however,  includ- 
ing the  money  invested  for  them  in  lantt.    That  is  a  direct  payment. 

Air.  Embry.  This  is  what  you  have  pjaid.  You  have  advancecl  t«» 
Indians  on  account  of  their  executing  either  to  yourself  or  Mr.  Ives 
or  Mrs.  Bentley,  deeds  for  their  land  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  sum  of  money  advanced,  and 
at  different  times,  of  course,  afterwards.  This  account  has  been 
running  for  several  years,  you  know. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  it  also  includes  the  money  you  may  have  ad- 
vanced to  Indians  on  deeds,  that  may  have  been  deeded  to  Mr.  Boq- 
net  or  any  other  person  under  your  direction  ? 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  the  account  of  the  Indians  here, 
showmg  when  it  was  paid  and  in  what  sums  it  was  paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  Item  "  San  Francisco  ranch,  $10,750." 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  "Attorneys'  fees  and  expenses  of  title,  $200?" 

Mr.  Bentley.  This  will  indicate  pretty  clearly  the  sum  that  I 
paid. 

Mr.  Embry.  "Improvements,  $400?" 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Those  were  improvements  on  the  San  Francisco 
ranch? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  "  Taxes  $550  on  the  San  Francisco  ranch  ?" 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  approximately  correct. 

Mr.  P^mbry.  "  Farmer  and  expenses,  $340."  That  was  on  account 
of  the  farmer  and  his  expenses  on  the  San  Francisco  ranch? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  "  Seed  and  implements,  $125?" 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  "  Survey,  etc.,  $50?" 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  on  the  same  ranch  ? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  Yes,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Inspection  of  lands  in  Durango,  and  Coahiiila? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Smaloa,  Chechusha,  etc. 

Mr.  Embry.  $2,375? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

]Mr.  E31BRY.  Was  that  for  your  services  in  making  inspection  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  it  was  for  expenses.     Sometimes  a  large 
delegation  of  Indians  went  with  me. 

Mr.  Embry.  Clark's  expenses  to  and  from  Mexico,  cash  paid  him, 
including  Big  Bend  expedition,  $400? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  should  inchide  money  advanced  to  Clark  also, 
if  it  is  not  included  there — expenses  paid  for  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  Attorney  fees  in  defense  of  criminal  and  suits  against 
self  and  the  Indians,  $2,185.    You  paid  that  money? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Getting  Indians  to  -and  from  court,  $500.     That  is 
transportation  of  the  witnesses  that  you  mean  by  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Personal  expenses  same,  $2,400. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  additional  expenses  in  attending  court  by 
^witnesses  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Expenses,  five  trips  of  delegation  to  Mexico,  $2,100? 

Mr.  Benti^ey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr;  Embry.  Then,  expenses  of  six  trips  of  delegation  to  Wash- 
ington, $3,200? 

Mr.  BENTI.EY.  Yes,  sir;  I  made  those  trips  with  the  delegations 
mvself. 

Mr.  Emery.  Rents,  $ioO  or  $400.    Which  is  that  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  $450,  I  think. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  rent  on  what  account? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Rents  in  Mexico  and  office  in  Shawnee — different 
places. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  that  below  rent? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Fines  paid  for  Indians. 

Mr.  Embry.  Fines,  $150. .  Is  that  correct  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.. Pasture,  $400? 

Mr.  Bentt.ey.   Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.   That  was  pasture  for  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Moving  to  Sonora,  $2,800? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  the  recent  trip  the  Indians  made? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  expenses  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  Emery.  Aid  to  Indians  during  Grimes's  raid,  $1,500? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  mean  that  is  in  addition  to  such  money  you 
may  have  advanced  on  deeds?  • 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  I  mean  that  was  sent  over  there  from  time 
to  time  and  distributed  among  the  Kickapoos  to  keep  these  fellows 
from  taking  their  money  and  being  starved  into  submission. 

Mr.  Emery.  Expense  during  Grimes's  raid,  $1,500? 

Mr.  Bentley.   i  es,  sir. 
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The  Chairman.  Did  you  send  $1,500? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  was  the  $500  for? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  was  at  very  heavy  expenses  at  Ea«jle  Pass,  keeping 
a  team  and  driving  between  the  two  telegraph  offices,  feeding  In- 
dians and  protecting  them,  inchiding  a  place  for  them  to  stay. 

Mr.  Embry.  Clerk's  expenses,  $iOO? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  That  included  the  expense  when  I  tcKik 
a  clerk  from  Washington  in  May. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  Erney? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  We  paid  his  expenses  down  and  back 
home  and  his  salary  from  May  to  September,  1906. 

Mr.  Embry.  Notary  expenses,  $100. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  this  next  item? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Interest. 

Mr.  Embry.  Interest,  $1,385? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  interest  that  I  paid  at  the  Border  National 
Bank  to  Mr.  Everest  and  on  a  note  of  $2,600  that  my  wife  owe<l. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  I  see  here  that  you  show  you  have  received  on 
account  of  these  Indians  $37,200.91? 

Mr.  Bentt.ey.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  includes  some  items  which  I  mentioned  a  while 
ago  and  some  which  I  have  not  mentioned,  but  which  are  in  your 
account?     ^ 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  includes  all  funds  received;  yes,  sir — ^that  is. 
which  have  been  in  use  for  the  Indians  generally.  ,This  doe<  not 
include  the  amount  I  owe  some  Indians  individually. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  does  not  include  money  borrowed  from  the  In- 
dians individually  and  which  you  have  not  paid? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir. 

Mr.  E^iBRY.  Thi^  does  not  purport  to  give  from  whom  you  bor- 
rowed money  individually? 

Sir.  Bentley.  That  is  accounted  for  in  the  Thackeiy  Exhibit  A 
statement. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  exhibit  shows  vou  have  expended  on  this  ac- 
count $45,260  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  is  approximately  correct. 

Mr.  Embry.  Leaving  a  balance  of  $8,060.09? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  any  vouchers  or  receipts  showing  the 
expenditure  of  this  money  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  a  large  part  of  it.  Some  of  it  I  have  not. 
There  was  some  money  that  was  paid  to  the  Border  National  Bank. 
I  have  those  checks  and  a  lot  of  checks  that  are  in  the  Indian  camp 
over  there  that  got  lost  in  Muzquiz  that  I  have  been  unable  to  find. 
But  pretty  generally  I  ha\^  vouchers  for  all  that  expense.  Some 
few  items  perhaps  I  have  not  got.  I  want  to  explain  that  I  have 
not  been  back  to  the  Indian  camp  since  the  wreck  over  there,  and 
all  the  Indians'  baggage  and  trunks  and  satchels  and  all  that  kind  of 
stuff  was  stored  in  Muzquiz  and  has  been  shipped  back  to  Mexico, 
where  I  can  now  go.    I  think  my  box,  containing  quite  a  lot  of 
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papers  and  stuff,  will  soon  be  available,  which  contains  my  checks, 
and  vouchers  to  some  extent,  or  what  may  be  lacking. 

The  Chairman.  Shipped  back  to  Muzquiz,  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Shipped  from  Muzquiz  through  the  United  States 
in  bond.  It  came  tnrough  Eagle  Pass,  through  Douglas,  and  on 
down  to  Mexico  again.  It  went  through  Douglas  and  across  the 
border. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  in  Sonora,  instead  of  being  Coahuila. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  some  checks  still  in  bank  that 
I  have  overlooked  drawing  out  that  would  accoiuit  for  some  of  this 
money. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley,  I  think  the  statements  exhibited  there, 
one  or  two  with  Mr.  Bonnett,  of  moneys  deposited  by  you  in  the 
Border  National  Bank  since  March,  1905,  approximated  fifty  some 
thousand  dollars? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  what  source  did  you  receive  those  moneys? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  those  are  balances  of  Indian  money  and 
money  received  from  the  sale  of  land,  and  money  that  I  had  in  other 
banks  and  withdrew  and  deposited  there  on  account  of  excessive  use 
of  money  there — money  from  any  source  whatever.  As  I  have  stated 
to  the  committee  before,  up  until  what  we  term  the  Grimes  raid 
down  there,  I  did  not  owe  anybody.  I  did  not  pay  any  interest  or 
owe  anybody,  but  when  that  trouble  came  there  the  Indians  de- 
manded and  wasted  more  money  than  they  otherwise  would  have, 
and  the  drafts  came  there  and  became  very"  heaw  on  our  resources. 
Where  people  owed* me  I  demanded  my  money  and  deposited  it  there. 
I  could  not  tell  you  offhand  where  it  all  came  from.  I  usually  had 
funds  in  different  banks  that  related  to  my  own  affairs.  I  had  an 
account  in  the  national  bank  of  San  Antonio,  the  First  National 
Bank;  J.  had  an  account  with  the  First  National  Bank,  at  Roff,  Okla- 
homa, and  I  carried  an  account  at  the  Canadian  Valley  Trust  Com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  place? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Muskogee.  And  I  had  accounts  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  and  I  think  the  State  National  Bank  of  Shawnee,  and 
sometimes  money  from  some  outside  sources.  My  own  funds  were 
deposited  in  the  Border  National  Bank  and  intended  for  some  use. 
Perhaps  it  was  not  used.  I  may  have  checked  it  out,  because  it  was 
my  own  money.  The  effort  was  to  concentrate  all  the  money  there 
to  make  all  the  fimds  I  had  available.  For  some  years  I  have  had  a 
great  deal  of  individual  money  and  my  wife's  money  went  into  the 
account  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  From  what  source  of  your  individual  effort  or  prop- 
erty have  you  received  money  during  1905  and  1900? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  not  be  able  probably  to  give  all  the  sources 
I  had.  I  had  notes  and  mortgage  money  due  me.  We  sold  lands 
that  belonged  to  my  own  family  s  estate,  and  as  I  tell  you 

Mr.  ICmbry.  Where? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  sold  some  land  at  Harrah,  Okla.,  and  I  received 
rents,  probably  a  couple  of  thousand  dollars,  from  different  prop- 
erties that  we  own. 

Mr.  Embry.  At  what  place  ? 
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Mr.  Bentley.  I  rent  several  houses  in  Shawnee,  Okla.      I   have 
farms  in  the  Indian  Territory  which  I  rent. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  farm  at  Roff  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  other? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  a  farm  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  place? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Near  Seneca.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  it  rents. 
I  think  the  Indian  office  has  scared  my  tenant,  and  he  will  not  pay. 

Mr.  Embry.  Does  that  belong  to  yourself  or  your  wife? 

Mr.  Bentley.  My  wife.  I  do  not  think  she  so  testified,  because 
she  does  not  know  it  is  in  her  name,  as  other  property. 

Mr.  Embry.  Any  other  funds  from  banks  since  March,  1905  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Only  different  balances  where  I  have  done  business, 
and  money  my  wife  had  and  borrowed  and  forwarded. 

Mr.  Embry.  Since  these  Kickapoo  Indians  have  been  in  Mexico— 
and  I  understand  that  tlie  greater  part  of  them  that  are  there  had 
been  there  about  four  years,  some  for  a  longer  time — there  have  been 
no  schools  among  these  Indians,  have  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir.  The  Government  has  harrassed  us  so  per- 
sistently that  we  have  never  been  able  to  establish  a  school.  The 
Kickapoos  are  very  willing  to  be  educated  in  Spanish,  and  if  the 
Government  would  leave  us  alone  a  little  bit  down  there  we  would 
erect  a  schoolhouse  after  their  idea  and  we  would  have  schooLs. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  never  made  any  effort  to  establish  schools! 

Mr.  Bentley.  We  have  never  been  left  alone  I6ng  enough  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  establish  a  school.  We  did  go  to  the  trouble 
of  having  a  teacher  and  building  an  arbor  for  a  school,  but  some 
trouble  came  up  and  we  did  not  follow  it  up. 

Mr.  Embry.  When  was  that? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  that  was  while  they  were  living  on  what 
might  l)e  termed  a  common — a  piece  of  wild  land  we  had  to  pay 
rent  on. 

The  CiLURMAN.  In  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  Some  relation  of  Galan's,  who  spoke  a 
little  English,  was  willing  to  drive  out  and  teach  four  hours  a  day 
for  forty  dollars  a  month.  I  think  some  poles  were  cut  and  quite  a 
little  preparation  was  made  to  erect  an  arbor  for  a  school.  Some 
trouble  came  up  and  it  was  not  carried  out.  The  Indians  have  no 
objection  to  being  educated  in  Spanish. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  the  conditions  existed  in  the  administration  of  law 
as  shown  by  this  record,  how  would  you  expect  to  protect  those  In- 
dians in  Mexico  to  secure  any  rights  for  them? 

Mr.  Bentley.  If  the  mother  Government  will  receive  the  Kick- 
apoos. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  mean  the  United  States? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  if  they  will  stay  away  and  not  come  and 
disgrace  them  by  throwing  them  in  prison  as  they  have  done,  the 
Mexican  Government  will  respect  them.  I  will  cite  you  a  hcL 
Prior  to  the  Government  sending  its  agents  there  to  harrass  them  the 
Kickapoos  were  more  respected  than  the  native  Indian  people  of 
Mexico.  I  want  to  say  in  that  connection  that  there  are  very  few  of 
the  Kickapoos  here  as  drunken  as  the  Department  agent  repeatedly 
has  told  you  in  his  report.    As  to  those  now  in  Sonora,  there  is  no 
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Kabitual  drunkard  among  them.  Nine-tenths  of  them  never  drink. 
You  have  now  there,  as  in  Oklahoma,  the  drunken,  renegade  ele- 
ment of  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  and  I  prefer  Thackery  shall  keep 
tliem  there,  and  in  their  absence  I  do  not  apprehend  we  shall  have 
any  trouble  with  the  Mexican  authorities.  Besides  the  government 
of  Sonora  and  the  government  of  Chihuahua  are  very  different  gov- 
ernments from  the  locality  we  were  in.  Creel  is  governor  of  Chi- 
liuahua,  and  his  administration  is  such  that  white  people  do  not 
complain.  People  feel  secure  in  their  property  rights,  and  the  ad- 
ministration is  progressive,  just,  and  modern. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  think  the  Sonora  government  would  be  all  right? 
Mr.  Benti-ey.  I  think  in  Sonora,  if  the  United  States  does  not  in- 
terfere and  show  a  disposition  to  want  the  Kickapoos  driven  out, 
they  may  remain  there  in  peace. 

IVIr.  Embry.  You  formerly  thought  Coahuila  was  all  right,  and 
Muzquiz  is  in  that  territory? 

Mr.  Benti.p:y.  It  would  have  been  all  right  if  our  Government 
agents  had  not  persecuted  the  Kickapoos  there.  I  think  we  would 
have  gotten  alonij  very  nicely. 

Mr.  Embry.  Yo\i  made  some  mention,  I  think,  about  a  purpose 
some  time  in  the  future  of  conveying  to  some  trust  company  such 
properties  as  the  Kickapoos  should  hold  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  am  fully  aware  that  my  life  will  not  be  prolonged 
beyond  the  lifetime  of  ordinary  individuals  and  I  expect  to  put  the 
affairs  of  the  Kickapoos  in  proper  shape  to  arrange  a  proper  trust 
that  will  exist  continually. 

Mr.  Embry.  Give  us  some  of  your  ideas  as  to  how  you  think  you 
could  do  that. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  have  asked  Senators  and  others  who  have  knowl- 
edge of  Indian  affairs,  and  I  have  formulated  an  idea  of  my  own, 
and  several  ways  have  been  susfgested,  though  perhaps  the  most 
feasible  one  is  to  take  the  title  in  trust  in  some  solvent  trust  com- 
pany of  the  United  States  under  proper  terms,  and  that  enough  of 
their  funds  should  be  invested  in  national  bonds  of  the  Republic  of 
Mexico,  so  that  the  interest  on  those  bonds  will  perpetually  pay 
their  taxes,  or  during  the  life  of  the  bonds.  The  governors  of  the 
States  have  said  they  will  make  an  agreement  that  the  interest  on 
bonds  of  the  nation  should  pay  the  interest  on  any  particular  tract 
of  land. 
The  Chairman.  You  mean  pay  the  taxes? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir;  during  the  life  or  tenor  of  the  bonds. 
We  can  procure  ninety-year  bonds  drawing  6  per  cent  interest  at 
about  85  cents,  I  think.  That  was  the  market  at  one  time.  I  think 
that  is  a  very  judicious  investment  for  the  Indians,  as  an  interest- 
paying  investment,  and  I  would  be  in  favor  of  consummating  that 
plan  to  buy  bonds  enough  so  that  there  would  be  an  accumulation  in 
excess  to  some  extent  oif  the  actual  present  requirements  of  taxes. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  proceed  on  the  theory  that  these  Kickapoos  are 
themselves  incompetent  to  take  care  of  their  own  property  and 
handle  these  estates,  do  j^ou? 

Mr.  Benti-ey.  Yes,  sir;  to  some  extent.  I  proceed  on  the  theory 
that  all  full-blood  Indians,  like  the  Indian  people  of  ilexico,  there 
must  be  a  superior  or  directing  mind:  and  I  also  proceed  upon  the 
theory  that  in  view  of  the  religion  of  the  Kickapoos  that  they  can 
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never  be  assimilated  by  the  white  race,  and  unless  they  can  be  per- 
mitted to  live  in  some  comnnmity  by  themselves  and  under  their  own 
customs,  like  the  buffalo  and  otlier  native  things,  they  will  soon  be 
extinct. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  think  the  Go^'e^lment  and  its  officials  would  not 
be  proper  parties  to  make  this  adjustment  of  their  status  and  ar- 
range for  tlieir  future  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Kickapoos  can  only  l*e 
protected  by  such  persons  as  have  their  confidence,  by  persons  that 
they  know  are  acting  in  their  interest.  I  do  not  think  the  (xoveni- 
ment  agents  could  induce  an  Indian  to  labor  or  induce  him  to  do 
very  much  of  anything  that  would  be  useful  to  himself.  But  I  !)<»- 
lieve  this,  if  left  to  his  own  management  for  a  few  years,  undi.^- 
turbed,  by  putting  schools  among  them  and  acquiring  the  langiiaire 
of  the  country  dow^n  there,  that  in  the  course  of  time  perhaps  they 
woxdd  come  to  a  point  where  he  could  well  take  care  of  himself. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  think  it  safer  for  the  Kickapoos  though, 
thev  being  in  Mexico,  that  the  Government  might  take  charge  of 
their  property  and  lands  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  from  the  treatment  by  the  Government  in  the 
past.  The  Government  has  first  taken  his  reservation,  without  hi- 
consent,  and  then  their  faithless  officers  have  followed  the  Indian 
into  a  foreign  country  and  held  him  up  while  somebody  roblKnl 
him.  I  do  not  think  they  should  be  expected  to  have  any  great 
degree  of  confidence  in  J'ederal  officei-s  from  their  past  experience. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  has  been  your  effort  to  get  absolute  control  of  this 
property  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  has  been  my  judgment,  by  the  kindlj'  feeling  I 
have  for  the  Kickapoos  and  the  extreme  confidence  they  have  in  me, 
that  it  would  be  my  disposition  to  take  closer  and  better  care  of  them 
than  any  government  or  paid  officer  who  had  no  interest  in  them  other 
than  his  salary  would  give  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  long  have  you  been  devoting  your  energies  to 
securing  their  allotment  lands? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  have  not  been  devoting  my  energy  to  secure  control 
of  their  land  at  any  time,  as  a  specific  thing.  I  have  devoted  my  en- 
ergy of  taking  care  of  the  Kickapoos  to  this  extent — if  he  remained  in 
Oklahoma,  under  the  existing  law,  he  would  apply  for  a  patent  to 
his  land  and  it  would  be  granted,  as  in  the  case  of  the  15  IShawnees 
reported  in  this  record,  who  have  not  a  foot  of  land  on  earth.  If  he 
sold  his  land  then  he  would  not  have  scarce  a  foothold  on  earth:  his 
home  would  be  in  the  section  line;  but  if  his  estate  here  could  be  con- 
verted into  money  and  then  converted  into  other  land  where  the  pres- 
sure of  the  public  would  not  force  him  off  of  it,  that  he  woidd  have  an 
estate  long  after  the  other  Indians  in  this  country  had  nothing. 

Mr.  Embry.  Can  not  the  Government  do  that  as  w^ell  as  yourself? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  I  do  not  think  the  Government  of  Mexico  would  like 
the  United  States  to  come  into  their  country  with  Indians  they  have 
not  been  able  to  civilize  here. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  you  should  secure  absolute  control  of  these  various 
estates  of  tlie  Kickapoos  and  colonize  them  in  Mexico  and  should  re- 
move their  estates  there,  you  would  have  both  Kickapoos  and  their 
property  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  any  American  court  ? 
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Mr,  Bentley.  I  expect  that  is  true.  I  should  hope  it  would  be, 
from  the  experience  we  have  had  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  would  be  no  American  court  or  officer  to  call 
you  to  account  for  such  abusive  use  of  the  estates  of  these  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  it  would  apply  any  more  than  any 
other  citizen.  When  an  American  goes  to  Mexico  he  takes  his  estate 
there  and  is  amenable  only  to  the  law  of  the  country.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  statute  providing  that  the  mother  government  should  ex- 
ercise any  control  or  jurisdiction  over  a  United  States  citizen  in  a 
foreign  country. 

Mr.  Embry.  Most  Americans  who  go  to  Mexico  have  a  capacity 
to  take  care  of  themselves  and  these  Indians  have  not. 

Mr.  Bentley.  These  Indians,  if  left  alone  for  a  while,  will  have 
considerable  capacity  to  take  care  of  themselves.  They  are  good 
herders;  they  can  take  care  of  and  raise  their  horses.  If  they  had 
land  and  had  it  inclosed  they  would  not  squander  or  trade  their 
stock.  They  lived  very  well  in  Oklahoma  when  they  had  a  reserva- 
tion there.  The  more  aid  the  (government  forces  upon  them  the 
worse  off  they  are. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  you  had  the  absolute  control  of  these  properties 
and  transferred  the  estate  to  Mexico  in  control  of  these  Indians  there, 
where  it  is  so  easy  for  a  man  to  secure  a  marshal  and  throw  another 
man  in  jail  and  let  him  lie  there  until  they  get  ready  to  release 
him 

Mr.  Bentley.  When  they  are  in  collusion  with  the  American  offi- 
cials, yes,  sir,  as  this  record  seems  to  indicate. 

Mr.  Embry.  Then  the  Indians  would  be  absolutely  under  your  con- 
trol.   You  could  abuse  them  or  benefit  them  as  you  saw  fit. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  the  Mexican  Government 
would  not  tolerate  any  abuse  of  the  Indians  by  anybody.  I  think  if 
the  Indians  were  harshly"  treated  or  unfairly  treated  and  they  com- 
plained to  the  Mexican  authorities  the  authorities  would  be  disposed 
to  protect  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Does  not  all  this  record  show  that  a  helpless  Kicka- 
poo  Indian  in  Mexico  in  anybody's  hands  is  without  protection? 

Mr.  Bentley.  This  re<;ord  shows  that  until  the  United  States 
interfered  they  needed  no  protection. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  not  know  there  are  other  interests  that  might 
interfere  and  influence  officials? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  do  not  think  anybody  without  the  prestige  of  the 
United  States  behind  him  would  be  in  danger  of  anybody  coming 
to  interfere  with  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  think  instead  of  the  prestige  it  was 
dollars  and  cents  that  took  the  Indians  down  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir.  When  a  man  comes  and  says,  "  I  am  an 
officer  of  the  ITnited  States  "  he  generally  had  the  prestige  of  the 
United  States  behind  him,  which  gives  him  an  influence  and  strength 
there  that  he  could  not  otherwise  exert. 

Mr.  Embry.  These  officers  of  the  United  States  pretending  to  rep- 
resent the  dignity  of  the  United  States  could  not  have  been  staying 
in  an  Indian  camp  and  getting  drunk? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  when  the  Indian  complains  to  the  judge 
he  says,  "  Xo  one  can  come  on  your  land  without  your  consent;  no 
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one  who  is  objectionable  to  you  shall  be  permitted  to  come  there/' 
and  Outeelt  could  not  go  there.  The  Indians  had  as  much  right  to 
say  who  should  come  in  their  camp  as  you  have  who  shall  come  in 
your  home. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  driving  them  away  from  the  cam]) 

Mr.  Bpintley.  What  rij^ht  had  thev  to  go  on  the  land  of  a  Kick- 
apoo  Indian?  Even  if  they  were  oncers  of  the  United  States,  the 
Indians  said,  "If  you  have  any  business  with  us  we  will  see  you  down 
to  Muzquiz ;  that  is  the  proper  place."  Would  you  think  anything 
strange  of  an  Indian  objecting  to  Mr.  Outeelt  or  Mr.  Thackery 
coming  there  when  they  knew  the  character  of  those  men  who  came 
with  them?  There  was  Doctor  Beatty,  who  had  been  selling  them 
whisky  for  years.  There  was  Grimes,  who  had  robbed  them  at 
every  turn,  and  I  think  the  Indians  were  wise  in  refusing  Outeelt 
and  Thackery  admission  to  their  camp  when  so  accompanied. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  do  not  suppose  there  was  an  Indian  who  knew 
Thackery  and  Ontcelt,  unless  they  were  misinformed,  who  would 
refuse  to  allow  either  of  them  to  come  there. 

Mr.  Benti^y.  The  Kickapoos  never  had  any  exalted  opinion  of 
Mr.  Outeelt.  Of  course,  they  lived  there  at  Shawnee  and  knew  him 
and  saw  him  drunk.  In  other  words,  a  Kickapoo  Indian  has  no 
confidence  in  a  white  man  who  frequents  saloons,  which  was  Out- 
celt's  principal  place  of  resort,  and  naturally  the  Indians  would 
not  have  any  confidence  in  him. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  Frank  Thackery  does  not  frequent  saloons,  does 
he? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  but  when  he  came  there  with  the  character 
of  men  he  did,  the  Indians  could  not  feel  that  Thackery  was  strongly 
in  sympathy  with  them.  They  protested  against  his  coming  there 
as  agent  originally.  The  Shawnees  have  never  been  friendly  to 
him.  He  arrested  them  and  held  up  their  property  and  prevented 
them  from  going  when  they  wanted  to  go  away.    He  opposed  them. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  You  have  always  led  your  Indians  to  resist  inquiries 
on  the  part  of  any  official  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bentley.  When  Pah-ko-tah  came  to  me  with  his  bones  broken 
and  I  had  to  have  him  put  in  a  plaster  cast,  and  Thackerj'  did  not 
take  notice  of  his  trouble,  and  I  had  to  pay  to  have  him  put  in  a  plas- 
ter cast  to  save  his  life,  I  do  not  think  he  was  likely  to  be  encouraged 
that  Thackery  was  his  friend  very  much. 

Mr.  Embry.  Xow,  you  seem  to"^  have  associated  with  you  liCe 
Patrick,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  Shawnees  to  Mexico?    . 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  positivelv  did  not. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  solicited  him,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  I  did  not.  I  can  give  you  my  exact  lan- 
guage to  Patrick. 

Mr.  Embry.  Give  us  your  exact  language  to  him. 

Mr.  Bentley.  It  was  this.  Patrick  and  Charles  Conklin  and 
Hoffman  &  Co. 

The  Chairman.  Who  were  they? 

Mr.  Bentley.  A  larj^je  firm  of  traders  and  bankers.  They  at  one 
time  thought  very  seriously  of  acquiring  a  large  piece  of  land  in 
Mexico  as  a  speculation,  and  could  have  acquired  it  very  cheaply, 
and  I  have  learned  since  with  $35,000 — in  view  of  the  failure  of  the 
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present  purchaser  to  raise  the  money — could  still  acquire  the  land  at 
a  ver>'  advantageous  price  by  reason  of  this  panic,  and  I  did  ask  Pat- 
rick whether  or  not  he  thought  it  would  be  possible  for  his  concern 
to  raise  $35,000  in  cash,  provided  proper  inducement  was  offered 
down  there;  and  he  assured  me  that  he  did  not  think  it  could  be,  and 
T  believe  he  said  to  me  if  at  a  later  period  I  saw  an  opening  down 
there  I  would  let  him  know,  that  something  might  be  done  with  the 
Shawnees  down  there.  There  are  25  ShaAvnees  I  expect  to  take 
over  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  were  the  twenty-five  Shawnees  you  expect  to 
take  over  there? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Joe  Hill  and  his  family  and  Charlie  White.  The 
restrictions  are  being  removed  in  Oklahoma  and  they  are  selling  their 
land  and  becoming  paupers. 

Mr.  Embry.  Are  they  all  competents? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They^  are  the  most  competent  of  the  Shawnees. 
They  do  not  get  any  aid  from  the  agent,  and  they  go  ahead  and  at- 
tend  to  their  own  a  if  airs. 

Mr.  P^^kiBRY.  Do  you  say  tliey  have  had  their  restrictions  removed 
as  to  removal? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Those  that  have  applied.  Those  that  took  credit 
at  the  agency  store  have  had  their  restrictions  removed. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  think  they  can  sell  their  lands  and  are  com- 
petent to  go  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  Bentley.  They  have  sense  enough  not  to  get  in  debt  with  the 
trader  and  sell  their  lands  in  this  country,  and  they  have  shown 
themselves  to  me  to  be  more  competent  than  the  others. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  know  that  their  land  is  exempt  from  any  such 
debt  as  to  pay 'a  trader? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir ;  but  if  an  Indian  has  a  good  piece  of  land 
the  trader  does  not  hesitate  to  extend  credit  to  him.  If  he  gets  in 
debt  considerable  he  takes  a  whole  lot  of  his  land  and  what  he  has 

fot,  and  every  time  he  sees  him  he  importunes  him  to  pay.  An 
ndian  can  not  stand  to  be  im])ortuned.  If  vou  harrass  him  like  you 
would  a  white  man  he  becomes  discouraged  and  yields  and  applies 
to  the  agent  to  have  his  restrictions  removed. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  think  it  is  better  to  take  these  Indians  to  Mexico 
and  you  yourself  get  the  knd  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  ^o  to  Mexico 
and  have  something  than  to  remain -here  and  have  nothing.  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  there  are  more 
than  twenty  of  the  adult  Shawnees  in  Oklahoma  who  have  not  a 
foot  of  land  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  agent  has  been  removing 
their  restrictions  right  along.  I  have  some  letters  that  came  in  this 
mail  from  the  very  Indians  down  there  whose  restrictions  have 
been  removed  and  who  have  lost  every  foot  of  land  they  have,  which 
has  left  them  in  trouble. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  Joe  Hill's  restrictions  been  removed? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  Charlie  White's  restrictions  been  removed? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  Indians  have  you  whose  restrictions  have  been 
removed  and  you  want  to  take  to  Mexico? 
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Mr.  Bentlet.  None.  I  do  not  want  to  have  an  Indian's  restrictions 
removed  and  take  him  down  there  as  a  pauper. 

Mr.  Emiiry.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  vou  are  seeking  to  take  these 
Shawnees  down  there  with  the  object  of  buying  land  and  speculating 
in  their  property  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Xo,  sir;  I  have  no  such  intention.  If  they  have  an 
estate  and  it  is  conserved  and  properly  manaoced,  I  will  take  care  of 
them  and  they  can  pay  me  a  competent  fee  for  taking  such  care  of 
them.  I  have  no  partners  and  never  expect  to  have,  except  the 
Indians. 

Air.  P^MBRY.  Have  you  any  propertv  except  what  is  the  product  of 
the  money  you  borrowed  or  received  from  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Benti^y.  I  do  not  think  I  have  any  propertv  which  is  the 
product  of  money  borrowed  or  received  from  the  Indians. 

The  Chairman.  He  means  have  you  any  that  you  have  acquired 
from  money  other  than  you  have  borrowed  from  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  estate  of  my  family  was  principally  acquired 
before  I  ever  had  a  dollar  of  Kickapoo  money.  I  located  the  city 
of  Shawnee,  and  named  it;  and  I  have  educated  and  took  care  of 
my  children  and  sustained  my  family  without  any  Indian  money. 

Mr.  Embky.  In  A'iew  of  the  fact  that  so  many  of  the  Kickapoos 
are  out  here  tramping  and  barefooted  and  destitute,  do  you  deem  it 
a  proper  policy  on  your  part  to  have  those  Shawnees  gq  down  there 
and  get  in  similar  conditions? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  if  the  Government  is  going  to  send  somebody 
over  there  to  divide  them  up  and  divide  their  land ;  no,  sir.  I  want 
to  say  now,  frankly,  and  fully,  and  fairly,  unless  I  see  an  opportunity 
to  l)etter  the  condition  of  an  Indian  I  shall  never  encourage  him  to 
go  to  Mexico.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  encouragement,  however,  it  is  a 
matter  of  whether  I  want  to  take  him.  They  will  all  go  to  Mexico 
if  I  take  them  or  ask  them  to  go.     I  intend  to  get  away  trom  here. 

The  Chairman.  When  you  spoke  about  interest  on  your  wife's 
note,  what  is  there  to  that? 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  My  wife  made  a  note  to  somebody  and  borrowed 
$2,000,  as  I  understand  it,  or  part  of  it,  and,  of  coui*se,  I  paid  the 
interest  on  it. 

The  Chairman.  What  was  that  money  use/1  for? 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  money  has  been  used  for  these  Indians. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  a  part  of  the  money  you  have  advanced 
to  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  offer  in  evidence  the  affidavit  which  Mr.  Outcelt  has 
sent. 

Senator  Cfrtts.  Was  that  in  respect  of  the  wire  I  sent  him  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  A\lien  was  that  ? 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  Oh,  it  was  a  week  ago. 

Tlie  Chairman.  We  tohl  him  he  might  send  in  what  he  wanted  to. 

Senator  (^irtis.  Put  it  right  in  here.     Do  you  want  to  read  it? 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  a  typographical  error  hei-e.  I  will  read  it. 
It  is  as  follows : 

I,  (t,  a.  Outcelt,  being  duly  sworn,  testify  as  follows: 

I  Hve  at  Tec'iniseh,  Oklahoma.  Have  been  assistant  to  the  T'nitetl  States 
attorney  for  the  district  of  Oklahoma  since  March,  1906.  In  May,  TOOe,  I 
went  to  Mexico  In  the  Mtxican  land  investigation  In  company  with  Mr.  Thack- 
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ery.  When  we  arrived  at  Eagle  Pass  we  first  learned  that  the  parties  known 
as  the  land  buyers,  which  included  Grimes,  Brown,  Moore,  and  Johnson,  had 
gone  to  Mexico. 

While  at  Eagle  Pass  I  met  Mr.  Smitd,  who  is  connected  with  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Eagle  Pass,  and  learned  from  him  that  he  had  never  had 
any  business,  association,  or  connection  with  the  Kickapoo  Indians.  Mr. 
Thackery  and  I  arrived  at  Muzquiz,  in  Mexico,  on  May  29.  In  the  afternoon 
of  the  30th  we  went  to  the  Indian  camp.  On  that  trip  we  did  not  stay  In 
the  cami)  or  talk  to  the  Indians,  but  went  east  of  the  camp  to  a  lake  fishing. 
We  returned  to  the  camp  about  sinidown  and  were  met  by  some  Mexican 
policemen  with  an  interpreter,  who  ordered  us  to  leave  the  camp  or  submit 
to  arrest.  We  left  and  went  to  Muzquiz  that  night.  On  the  morning  of  May 
31st  we  called  on  Mr.  Guajardo,  Heflfe  Politico,  and  was  informed  by  him 
that  Mr.  Bentley  had  complete  charge  of  the  Indians  and  that  we  would  have 
to  see  Bentley  and  make  arrangements  with  him  before  we  could  see  the  Indi- 
ans. He  refused  to  recognize  my  authority  and  said  that  I  would  have  to  get 
instructions  from  the  Mexican  Government  before  he  would  recognize  our 
rights  to  confer  with  the  Indians.  Mr.  Thackery  and  myself  talked  the  mat- 
ter over  and  by  agreement  he  left  for  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  to  rei)ort  to  his  de- 
partment and  the  Deitartment  of  Justice.  The  telegrams  and  corre8i)ondence 
between  Mr.  Thackery  and  the  Departments  at  Washington  met  with  my  ap- 
proval at  the  time,  and  he  acted  for  me  and  with  me  in  the  matter.  It  was 
understtMMl  between  us  that  we  would  attempt  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
bill  i)eudlug  removing  restrictions  from  Klckai)oo  land,  and  if  we  failed  in 
that,  we  would  have  the  bill  amended  so  that  none  except  the  Indians  who 
had  gained  citizenship  in  another  country  could  sell.  The  bill  i)as8ed  in  spite 
of  all  we  could  do,  and  then  we  asked  tlie  Department  to  Induce  the  President 
not  to  sign  the  same,  but  were  unsuccessful  In  that.  I  was  not  notified  of 
any  change  In  the  order  prohibiting  my  Intercourse  with  the  Indians,  which 
had  been  made  by  the  local  Mexican  authorities  until  June  25,  at  which  date 
I  wired  Mr.  Thackery  at  Eagle  Pass,  to  come  at  once,  and  bring  an  Interpreter. 
I  had  not  heard  from  him  up  to  June  28,  when  I  wired  Smitd  of  the  First 
National  Bank  as  follows:  "Is  Tluickery  coming  with  interpreter?'* 
•*( Answer.)"     "Where  are  other  boys?" 

At  that  time  Brown,  Conine,  and  Grimes  were  at  Muzquiz.  llussoi  Johnson 
and  George  Graham  were  at  Eagle  I*asH,  and  I  felt  ssitlsfied  that  If  Smitd  did 
not  know  where  Thackery  was,  (Trahaui  and  Johnson  would  know,  and  they 
were  the  iJarties  I  had  reference  to  in  the  telegram.  I  was  right  in  uiy  sur- 
mise, for  Kussel  Johnscm,  instead  of  Smitd,  answered  me.  My  only  object  in 
making  inquiries  was  to  locate  Mr.  Thackery,  and  I  left  satisfitnl  that  I  could 
do  it  in  that  way. 

From  about  June  5th  to  the  ISth  I  was  confined  to  my  room  part  of  the  time 
by  a  severe  case  of  ix>ison  oak  iKiisouiug.  My  feet  and  limbs  were  swollen  to 
such  an  €*xtent  for  a  period  of  nearly  two  weeks  I  could  not  wear  a  shoe  nor 
get  about  much.  During  that  time  I  lejirned  that  Grimes  and  other  Americans 
who  were  at  Muzquiz  were  permitted  to  go  to  the  Indian  camp,  and  I  believe<l 
that  the  local  authorities  had  got  some  instructions  from  their  national  or  State 
authorities  directing  them  to  modify  their  former  order,  and  on  somewhere 
between  June  8  or  10  I  wired  Mr.  Thackery  that  I  believed  the  "authorities 
were  weakening,"  as  the  boys,  having  reference  to  the  Americans  who  were 
there,  were  allowed  to  go  to  the  Indian  camps.  On  about  the  12th  of  Jmie  I 
wrote  Mr.  Thackery,  stating  the  facts  to  him,  and  in  that  letter  Siiid  to  him  "  that 
I  believed  that  the  authorities  had  some  instructions  but  were  keeping  them 
from  us,,  it  was  getting  very  monotonous  and  I  believed  as  soon  as  I  could  get 
around  that  I  would  try  to  visit  the  camp.*'  I  did  not,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  do 
so  until  I  had  been  advised  by  the  authorities  that  I  would  not  be  interfered 
with  further. 

Mr.  Bentley's  arrest  was  without  my  knowledge  or  connivance,  and  I  never 
knew  that  the  matter  was  being  considered  until  after  he  was  placed  in  jail. 
The  statements  of  the  Indians  were  not  filed  by  me  prior  to  his  arrest,  but  were 
filed  about  the  2Gth  or  27th  of  June,  and  were  all  fileil  at  the  same  time.  These 
statements  had  l>een  voluntarily  made  to  me  by  the  Indians  without  any  in- 
ducement on  my  part  to  make  the  same.  Mr.  Thackery  or  myself  had  no  con- 
nection with  Grimes,  Brown,  Chapman,  Johnson,  or  any  other  land  buyers  than 
to  meet  them  on  the  street  and  at  the  hotel  and  plaza  In  a  general  way,  as  we 
would  have  met  anyone  else.  We  never  advised  any  Indian  to  sell  his  land  or 
that  he  ought  to  sell  it.     On  the  other  hand,  our  advice  was,  whenever  we 
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talked  with  them,  that  they  ought  not  to  sell  their  land,  but  should  keep  it.  I 
never  at  any  time  told  a  Kickapoo  Indian,  either  in  Mexico  or  out  of  Mexit-<^ 
that  ho  oupht  to  sell  his  land,  hut  have  told  every  one  that  ever  talked  to  n»e 
anything  about  it  not  to  sell.  I  never  did.  and  Mr.  Thackt^ry  never  did  to  my 
knowledge,  either  buy  liquor  or  give  liquor  to  any  Indian  when  we  were  in 
Mexico  or  anywhere,  and  we  never  drank  with*  them  either  in  a  saloon  or 
outside. 

I  was  never  in  a  room  in  Mexico  where  Hacheal  Kirk  and  Effie  Douglas  were 
unless  they  may  have  come  Into  the  room  where  Mr.  Clark  and  myself  wer*» 
stopping,  either  to  interpret  or  witness  the  signatures  of  some  of  the  Indians 
who  were  taking  their  lease  money.  We  did  not  iwrmit  the  Indians  to  loaf  and 
lounge  around  our  room,  and  they  did  not  do  so.  Mr.  Clark  stayed  constantly 
with  me,  sleeping  on  one  cot  in  the  room  after  Mr.  Thackery  left.  I  did  not 
cause  the  arrest  of  a  single  Indian  or  any  other  i)erson  when  in  Mexico. 

The  testimony  of  Manual  Mills  is  incorrect  when  he  says  I  arrested  him  or 
that  I  kept  him  from  gohig  any  and  all  places  that  he  pleased.  He  did  sleep 
for  a  time  in  my  room  at  my  reipiest  and  I  paid  for  his  board,  and  during  that 
time  he  acted  occasionally  as  an  Interpreter.  I  never  at  any  time  used  vulgar 
or  profane  language  to  or  about  him.  I  was  not  in  Sabinas  any  time  In  July. 
1906,  before  or  after  July  29th.    I  was  not  there  on  July  6,  but  was  at  Muzquiz, 

At  the  time  I  sent  the  telegram  to  Mr.  Thackery  wherein  I  stated  "  the  aa- 
thorities  are  weakening"  the  bill  removing  restrictions  from  the  KickaiKw 
Indian  lands  had  not  become  a  law  and  I  do  not  think  it  had  yet  passed 
Congress. 

I  never  saw  any  of  the  deeds  made  by  the  Indians  until  after  my  return  to 
Oklahoma.  The  persons  claiming  to  have  bought  these  lands  did  so  without  any 
advice,  assistance,  or  help  from  me,  and  I  never  knew  or  was  present  when 
any  purchase  was  made,  deeds  signed,  money  paid,  or  any  otlier  transaction 
connec»ted  with  the  imrchase  or  conveyance  of  sj\id  lands. 

I  know  that  Mr.  Thackery  was  strongly  opix)sed  to  the  Indians  selling  their 
lands,  and  he  never,  to  my  knowledge,  gave  them  any  advice  about  the  matter, 
except  not  to  sell,  and  with  me  did  all  he  could  to  prevent  the  legislation  that 
finally  i>assed.  I  never  did,  nor  did  Mr,  Thackery  to  my  knowledge  give  any 
Intoxicating  liquors  of  any  kind  to  an  Indian  in  Mexico  or  anywhere  else. 

Any  statement  that  I  was  intoxicated  while  there  is  absolutely  false.  I  never 
gave  any  advice  to  anyone  in  Mexico  or  anywhere  else  that  any  of  the  Klcbi- 
poo  lands  could  be  sold  or  purchased,  except  inherited  lands,  which  could  be 
Bold  under  regulations  of  the  Department,  which  required  notice.  I  never  knew 
until  after  I  had  left  Mexico  that  any  deeds  had  been  executed  in  Mexico.  If 
any  were  so  executed  they  were  without  my  knowledge. 

I  never  was  at  Guajardo's  house  when  any  Indian  or  Indians  were  there 
except  on  Saturday,  the  14th  day  July.  At  that  time  I  urged  the  Indians  not  to 
Bell  their  lands,  but  to  take  their  lease  money,  which  I  had  for  them,  and  they 
agreed  to  accept  it  if  I  would  come  to  the  camp  the  next  day.  Mr.  Clark  and 
myself  went  to  the  camp  on  the  next  day  and  most  of  them  refused  to  accept 
the  money. 

About  July  21  I  recelvetl  a  telegram  informing  me  that  my  commission  as 
assistant  United  States  attorney  had  expired  and  for  to  return  home.  I  immedi- 
ately received  another  message  informing  me  of  my  reappointment,  and  for  me 
to  close  up  business  and  come  home  as  soon  as  possible.  I  was  delayed  for  a 
few  days  in  getting  the  transcripts  of  records  I  deemed  necessary  to  have.  I 
started  for  home  on  July  28  and  passed  through  Sabinas  on  the  29th  of  July, 
and  this  was  the  only  time  I  was  in  Sabinas  during  that  month.  While  at  San 
Antonio  I  sent  to  Mr.  Thackery  for  money  and  received  the  same  by  wire.  I  do 
not  know  what  testimony  has  been  given  before  the  committee  on  its  trip 
recently,  as  I  was  not  permitted  to  be  present  when  the  Indians  testified.  Sev- 
eral of  the  Indians  came  to  me  at  Shawnee  and  stated  that  Bentley  and  Field 
had  told  them  they  would  get  their  land  back  if  they  would  testify  as  they  had 
done,  and  wanted  to  know  what  I  thought  about  It. 

G.  A,  OtTTCELT. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  this  30th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1907. 
[SEAL.]  W.  T.  Williams, 

Notary  PuUic. 
My  commission  expires  the  18th  day  of  August,«1907. 
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Mr.  Embry.  That  is  all  I  want  to  read  to  you  just  now.  I  also  offer 
in  evidence  the  following  papers 

Mr.  Bentley.  Those  retractions  offered  by  Mr.  Embry  do  not 
amount  to  anything.  They  are  from  persons  who  some  years  ago 
indorsed  me  and  are  now  principally,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
interested  in  the  Kickapoo  land  fraud,  and  of  course  to  injure  my 
reputation  would  aid  them  in  the  land  litigation.  As  to  the  statement 
of  L.  G.  Pitman,  one  of  those  exhibits  offered  by  Mr.  Embry,  in  which 
Mr.  Pitman  says :  ''  I  never  saw  the  original  instrmnent  of  recom- 
mendation and  never  signed  the  same,  nor  did  I  authorize  anyone 
else  to  sign  my  name  thereto,''  Mr.  Pitman  is  simply  mistaken  or  has 
forgotten,  because  I  have  here  the  original,  which  bears  his  signature 
and  was  written  there  by  him  in  my  presence. 

(The  papers  offered  by  Mr.  Embry  are  as  follows:) 

Shawnee,  Okla.,  Xovemhcr  SO,  1001, 
To  whom  it  may  concern: 

I  have  been  shown  what  purports  to  be  a  copy  of  an  indorsement  of  Martin  J. 
Bentley,  dated  February  13,  1002,  with  my  name  attached  to  the  same.  I  never 
saw  the  original  Instrument  of  recommendation  and  never  signed  the  same, 
nor  did  I  authorize  anj-one  else  to  sign  my  name  thereto.  My  name  has  been 
placed  thereto  without  my  knowledge  or  consent. 

I  have  been  a  resident  of  Pottawatomie  County  for  about  fourteen  years  and 
served  as  county  attorney  for  nearly  four  years  and  have  known  Mr.  Bentley 
and  his  general  reputation  and  standing  during  my  residence  here,  and  at  no 
time  would  I  have  signed  a  recommendation  for  him.  His  character  and 
honesty  have  always  been  a  subject  of  general  comment  here,  and  that  comment 
has  been  so  unfavorable  to  him  that  I  know  his  general  reputation  amongst 
residents  of  Shawnee  and  vicinity  for  honesty,  morality,  and  fair  dealing  and 
his  general  reputation  in  this  regard  is  bad.  I  make  the  above  statement  for 
no  other  puri)ose  than  to  correct  the  mistake  that  I  signed  said  recommendation 
for  Mr.  Bentley,  showing  that  he  Is  of  good  character  and  reputation  among 
those  who  know  him,  when  I  know  that  such  is  not  the  case. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  G.  Pitman, 
Attorney  at  late. 


Shawnee,  Okla.,  Xovcmhrr  29,  J907. 
To  whom  it  may  conrcni: 

In  regard  to  i)etltion  I  signed  some  time  ago  for  Mr.  Bentley,  will  say  I  know 
no  more  about  him  now  than  I  did  then,  and,  as  far  as  he  and  I  have  had  any 
dealings,  he  has  always  been  a  gentleman.  Further  than  this  I  know  nothing 
for  or  against  him. 

Yours,  H.  O.  Bailey, 


Shawnee,  Okla.,  yovemhcr  30,  1907, 
To  whom  it  may  concern: 

I,  P.  P.  Stearns,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Shawnee,  having  made  statement  as  to 
the  character  of  M.  J.  Bentley  in  the  year  1902,  wish  at  this  time  to  state  I  have 
changed  my  mind  and  would  not  now  make  such  statement  about  his  character, 
as  time  has  shown  I  made  a  mistake.  Judging  from  his  general  reputation  in 
this  community,  I  could  not  conscientiously  do  so  now. 

Yours,  very  truly,  F.  P.  Stearns. 


November  26,  1907. 
To  the  Senate  committee  investigating  alleged  frauds  in  the  sale  of  Kickapoo 

lands  and  other  Kickapoo  matters. 

Gentlemen:  My  attention  having  been  called  to  the  fact  that  several  years 
ago  myself  and  others  signed  a  paper  certifying  to  the  good  character  of  Mr. 
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M.  J.  Bentley,  agent  for  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  and  being  informed  further  tliat 
I  am  desired  by  said  Committee  to  state  at  the  present  time  what  I  know  tbf 
general  reputation  of  the  said  M.  J.  Bentley  at  this  time  to  be  for  honesty  and 
fair  dealing,  I  re8|)ectfully  state  that  at  the  time  I  signed  the  said  i»|)er/while 
I  had  heard  some  statements  calculated  to  reflect  upon  his  charaeer  more  or 
less,  I  did  not  consider  that  tliey  emanated  from  reliable  sources. 

But  that  if  I  were  placed  upon  the  stand  as  a  witness  and  asked  what  the 
general  reputation  of  said  Bentley  now  is  for  fair  dealing  I  should  be  compellt^ii 
to  state  that  it  is  not  gomi ;  that  the  talk  in  this  community,  where  Mr.  Bentley 
lives,  is  and  has  been  for  several  years  quite  general  to  the  effect  that  said 
Bentley  has  been  engaged  in  many  grafting  schemes  in  reference  to  Indian 
lauds  and  other  things. 

Respectfully  submited. 

W.  S.  Pendletox 


State  of  Oklahoma,  Pottawatomie  County: 

I,  W.  H.  Asher,  being  duly  sworn,  state  that  I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession  and 
am  mayor  of  the  city  of  Tecumseh,  Ok  la. 

That  I  have  been  continuously  a  resident  of  Tecumseh,  Okla.,  since  September 
22,  1801,  and  am  now  a  resident  of  said  city. 

That  I  have  known  Martin  J.  Bentley  for  about  fifteen  years. 

That  the  character  of  said  Bentley  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing  has  been  a 
subject  of  common  comment  among  the  residents  of  Shawnee  and  vicinity  for 
several  years  last  passed. 

During  that  i^erlod  of  time  I  have  heard  numerous  i>ersons  in  various  occuiisi- 
tions  speak  of  him  and  discuss  his  character  in  this  regard,  and  I  know  his 
general  reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing,  and  that  reputation  is  bad. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  my  name  npi)ejirs  to  a  recom- 
mendation of  Mr.  Bentley,  dated  Shawnee,  Okla.,  February  13,  1!X)2.  I  never 
sigutHl  said  statement,  and  would  not  sign  a  similar  statement  now. 

My  name  was  placed  to  said  instrument  of  recommendation  without  my 
knowledge  or  authority. 

My  best  recolbn'tlon  is  that  I  have  never  at  any  time  signed  a  recommenda- 
tion for  Martin  J.  Bentley  for  any  position. 

W.  R.  ASHOL 


Territory  of  Oklahoma,  County  of  Pottmratomic,  m.  ft,: 

I,  F.  B.  Reed,  of  lawful  age,  l)eing  duly  sworn,  state :  That  I  am  cashier  of 
the  Oklahoma  National  Bank,  of  Shawnee,  Okla.,  and  a  resident  of  Shawnoe, 
Okla.;  that  I  have  kn(>wn  M.  J.  Bentley  for  about  twelve  years:  that  some 
years  ago  I  signed  a  statement  of  recimimendation  for  wild  Bentley;  at  that 
time  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  he  had  made  a  good  agent  for  the  Kickapoo 
Indians;  that  later  his  dealings  with  them  bt^canie  a  subject  of  daily  and  very 
general  conmient  among  the  iKH)ple  of  Shawnee  and  vicinity,  and  it  is  consid- 
ered generally  by  the  people  here  that  his  dealings  have  not  been  honest  and 
**  above  board." 

The  matter  of  his  honesty  has  been  a  subject  of  such  constant  and  general 
comment  that  I  know  his  general  reputation  for  honesty  is  bad. 

I  would  not  recommend  him  in  this  regard  now. 

F.  B.   Reep. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  November,  1007. 

,  Notary  Public. 


Shawnee,  Okla.,  'Xovmibrr  30,  1901. 
To  tchnm  it  may  concern: 

I  know  Martin  J.  Bentley.  and  have  known  him  for  a  number  of  years.  I  am 
a  resident  of  Shawnee,  Okla.,  and  have  been  such  resident  for  several  years, 
duruig  all  of  which  time  I  have  known  Mr.  Bentley  well.  I  was  formerly 
mayor  of  this  town.  I  am  Informed  that  my  name  appears  attached  to  an  In- 
dorsement of  Mr.  Bentley  dated  February  13,  1902,  recommending  him  as  an 
honest,  upright,  and  moral  citizen.  I  do  not  believe  that  I  ever  signed  such  an 
indorsement  for  Mr.  Bentley,  and  I  would  not  do  so  at  this  time.    Mr.  Bent- 
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ley*8  character  has  been  and  is  now  a  topic  of  very  general  and  common  com- 
ment among  the  citizens  of  Shawnee  and  vicinity,  and  this  comment  has  been 
so  general  and  common  that  I  am  able  to  state  that  his  general  reputation  for 
honesty  and  fair  dealing  is  not  good. 

Very  respectfully,  Chari.es  J.  Boeheb,  Merchant, 


Shawnee,  Okla.,  November  29,  1901, 
To  whofn  it  may  concern: 

This  Is  to  certify  that  on  or  about  February  2(Hh,  1002,  I  signed  a  certain 
statement  to  the  character,  truthfulness,  etc.,  of  one  J.  M.  Bentley.  At 
that  time  I  had  only  known  said  Bentley  about  six  or  eight  months,  and,  while 
I  am  in  no  way  connected  with  the  recent  Indian  lands  investigation,  I  wish  to 
state  that  had  I  known  said  Bentley  then  as  I  do  now,  would  not  have  signed 
said  statement  under  any  consideration. 

J.  H.  Aydelotte. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  have  here  business  statements,  original  statements. 
If  Mr,  Bentley  wants  them  he  can  offer  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Read  them  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  will  do  so.    And  here  is  another  statement  which  I 
would  like  to  put  in  the  record : 
Tebbitobt  op  Oklahoma,  County  of  Pottawatomie,  s,  8, : 

C.  J.  Benson  on  oath  being  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That  I  have  known 
M.  J.  Bentley  for  over  twelve  years,  that  about  the  year  1900  I  signed,  a 
statement  testifying  to  the  good  character  of  M.  J.  Bentley,  that  at  that  time 
I  was  unfamiliar  with  the  dealings  of  M.  J.  Bentley  with  the  tribe  of  Kickapoo 
Indians,  that  since  that  time  numerous  transactions  of  said  Bentley  with 
said  tribe  of  Indians  have  come  to  my  personal  knowledge,  which  has  led  me  to 
change  my  mind.  That  these  transactions  of  Bentley  with  the  Indians  have  been 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  clearly  demonstrate  to  me  that  he  has  been  dishonest 
with  them,  that  he  has  taken  large  sums  of  money  from  them  under  the 
guise  of  being  their  protector,  and  has  not  returned  the  money  to  them. 
Other  transactions  have  come  to  my  knowledge  from  various  persons  with 
whom  he  has  had  dealings,  which  hidicates  to  me  that  his  reputation  in  this  com- 
munity is  very  bad. 

It  has  betm  a  matter  of  general  comment  among  the  people  of  this  community 
that  his  reputation  Is  bad. 

C.  J.  Benson. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  November,  1907. 

,  Notary  Public, 


Shawnee,  Okla.,  November  30,  1907, 
To  the  Senate  committee  investigating  alleged  frauds  in  the  sale  of  Kickapoo 

lands  and  other  Kickapoo  matters: 

The  removal  of  restrictions  by  piecemeal,  in  my  opinion  and  from  my  obser- 
vation, has  always  worked  a  detriment  to  the  Indian.  Nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
where  the  restrictions  are  removed  by  piecemeal,  there  is  always  graft  con- 
nected with  it.  The  land  is  generally  sold  before  the  restrictions  are  removed. 
When  any  restrictions  are  removed  it  should  be  for  the  purpose  of  the  Indian 
selling  his  land,  and  then  it  ought  to  be  advertised  and  sold  to  the  highest  bid- 
der.   That  is  the  only  safeguard  for  the  Indian. 

The  seven  pieces  of  land  near  Shawnee,  where  the  restrictions  were  removed 
by  Ck)ngres8  three  years  ago,  were  all  t>ought,  and  probably  before  the  law 
passed,  by  M.  J.  Bentley  for  a  nominal  sum.  Some  of  the  pieces  were  worth 
as  much  as  $40,000  to  $50,000  per  80  acres,  and  this  holds  good  as  a  general  rule. 

M.  J.  Bentley,  of  Shawnee,  Oklahoma,  has  the  confidence  of  a  number  of  the 
Mexican-Kickapoos,  and  absolutely  controls  them  in  the  way  of  testimony,  affi- 
davits, or  anything  of  the  kind,  even  to  the  extent  of  sending  people  to  the 
penitentiary.  There  is  no  proposition  that  Bentley  can  not  prove  by  members 
of  the  Kickapoo  tribe. 
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I  have  learned  since  testifying  before  your  Committee  in  Shawnee  that  cer- 
tain meml)er8  testified  that  they  were  misled  in  malting  a  deed  to  the  party  thai 
bought  a  few  pieces  of  the  laud  for  me.  All  of  which  was  false.  They  were 
fully  adviseil  in  everj'  case  and  they  should  not  have  been  advised  to  testify 
falsely  by  being  promised  the  gain  of  a  few  paltry  dollars. 

Walter  Field,  of  Washington.  I).  C,  and  M.  J.  Beutley,  of  Shawnee,  Okla„ 
have  used  these  Mexican-Kiclvapoos,  not  from  a  philanthropical  view,  but  for 
personal  gain.  In  matters  of  this  kind  M.  J.  Bentley's  testimony,  in  our  courts 
at  home,  would  not  stand  the  test.  I  would  rather  have  the  plain  statement  of 
Frank  A.  Thackary,  the  Indian  Agent  at  Shawnee  Mission,  and  George  Outcelt, 
of  Tecumseh,  Ukla.,  than  the  affidavit  of  the  KickaptK)  Tribe,  backed  up  by  Bent- 
ley  and  Field. 

Willie  M.  J.  Heiitley  pays  his  debts,  he  is  known  as  cunning  and  be  is  of  sncb 
character  that  does  not  have  the  confidence  of  this  community  after  becoming 
acquainted.  Years  ago,  wlien  he  was  agent  for  the  Kickapoos  and  there  was  a 
fight  on,  a  grejit  many  citizens  testified  to  his  worth  that  would  not  testify  at 
this  time. 

In  the  few  pieces  of  land  that  my  agent  bought  for  me  I  thought  I  was  bene- 
fiting the  Indian  by  putting  a  little  competition  in  the  field  and  the  prices  that 
we  paid  I  thought  at  the  time  were  too  high.  Some  pieces  were  afterwards 
found  to  be  i*easonable  and  some  pieces  full  value  was  paid. 

The  agent  that  bought  the  land  for  us  was  Uussell  Johnson,  assistant  cashier 
of  our  Imuk.  His  instructions  were  not  to  buy  anything  witliout  paying  a 
fair  comi)eiisation  and  not  tht^n  unless  the  Indian  was  fully  advised  and  was  sat- 
isfied with  the  sale.  He  was  a  long  ways  from  the  land.  He  never  saw  much 
of  it  and  was  guided  largely  by  the  rental  that  was  paid  by  tlie  leasee  ot  the 
land.  While  he  is  dead,  every  statenicnt  he  made  to  me,  in  my  opinion,  was 
absolutely  true  and  I  am  willing  to  redeed  any  piece  of  land  that  the  Indians 
claim  that  they  did  not  receive  the  compensation  as  stated  in  the  deed.  AD  I 
want  is  for  the  Indian  to  come  to  Shawnee,  make  affidavit  of  the  above  fact  and 
establish  proof,  and  I  will  reJeed  the  land. 

Resi)eotfully  submitted.  C.  M.  Cade. 


Statk  of  Oklahoma,  Poltawatnmic  C(tunty,  ss: 

I,  Thomas  McColgan,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn,  state  that  I  am  a 
resident  of  Tecumseh,  Okla.,  and  have  l)een  a  resident  of  Pottawatomie  County, 
Okla.,  since  the  year  1892.  That  I  know  Martin  J.  Bentley  and  have  heard  a 
large  number  of  the  residents  of  Shawnee  and  Tecumseh  and  vicinity  discuss 
his  character  manj'  times  as  to  morality,  honesty,  and  fair  dealing.  That 
Bentley's  character  in  this  regard  has  been  a  subject  of  very  general  and 
common  comment  by  the  people  living  In  Pottawatomie  County,  Okla.,  for  the 
last  several  years  and  his  general  reputation  for  honesty  and  fair  dealing  is 
bad.  It  Is  the  general  talk  that  he  is  a  scheming,  unscrupulous  person  in  a 
business  way  and  will  not  deal  honestly  with  those  whom  he  can  deceive.  I 
am  advised  that  some  years  ago  I  signed  some  kind  of  an  Instrument  recom- 
mending him,  but  if  I  did  so  I  did  it  at  the  request  of  some  friend,  as  I  knew 
little  or  nothing  about  him  at  that  time.    I  would  not  recommend  him  now. 

Thos.  McColoan. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  have  some  other  matters  I  want  to  present  on  my 
own  account  pertaining  to  my  own  office. 

The  Chairman.  You  may  read  them. 

Mr.  Embry.  Relative  to  suits  brought  for  these  lands  which  were 
alleged  to  have  been  conveyed  by  Kickapoo  Indians. 

The  Chairman.  To  whom? 

Senator  Curtis.  All  of  them? 

Mr.  Embry.  All  of  these  people. 

The  Chairman.  Go  ahead. 

Mr.  Embry.  Sometime  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  probably 
prior  to  that,  C.  J.  Benson,  in  some  suits  and  Chapman  and  Brown 
in  others,  brought  action  against  Ives  and  others  to  quiet  their  title 
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as  against  the  title  to  Ives  in  these  Kickapoo  lands,  and  on  May  24 
of  this  year  we  filed  motions  for  leave  to  intervene  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  in  ten  of  those  cases,  which  was  our  intention  in 
all  of  them.     I  do  not  know  whether  we  have  attempted 

Senator  Curtis.  If  jou  have  not,  you  will  in  the  others  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir;  the  hearing  was  delayed  and  the  plaintiff 
objected  to  our  coming  into  the  case. 

The  Chairman.  That  is  Grimes  and  Company? 

Mr.  Embry.  Benson  and  Chapman;  but  later  on,  October  4,  the 
matter  w-as  heard  in  the  District  court  and  the  court  allowed  us  to 
file  our  notice,  which  we  filed  on  November  1±  The  Territorial  dis- 
trict judge  of  Pottawatomie  County 

The  Chairman.  And  the  successors  of  them  will  be  the  State 
court,  of  course. 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir;  and  our  contention  and  theory  are  that 
under  enabling  act,  which  requires  that  iu  case  the  United  States 
records  sJiould  be  transferred  to  the  Federal  court,  that  these  shall 
be  transferred  to  the  Federal  court.  On  Septeuiber  20,  of  this  year, 
we  filed  four  cases  against  John  Garrett. 

The  Chairman.  Those  are  the  ca?>es  you  commenced? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir;  we  initiated  these. 

The  Chairman.  Whei'e  did  you  initiate  them? 

Mr.  Embry.  In  the  county  court  of  Pottawatomie  County.  On 
October  10  we  filed  fourteen  additional  ones. 

The  Chairman.  Of  the  same  general  character? 

Mr.  Embry.  Of  the  same  general  character. 

One  was  against  W.  L.  Chapman,  L.  C.  Grimes,  and  some  savings 
bank. 

Another  was  against  R.  C.  Conine,  Martha  A.  Grimes,  and  Enos 
Nichols. 

Another  against  W.  ^Y,  Ives,  Ar-che-ko. 

Another  against  W.  L.  Chapman,  J.  H.  Meyers,  C.  J.  Benson,  W. 
W.  Ives,  and  W.  O.  Dean. 

Another  against  Martha  A.  Grimes  and  Enos  Nichols. 

Another  against  W.  W.  Ives  and  C.  J.  Benson. 

Another  against  W.  L.  Chapman. 

Another  against  W.  W.  Ives. 

Another  against  Willard  Johnson. 

Another  against  E.  E.  Hood,  C.  E.  Hood,  and  W.  S.  Search. 

Another  against  C.  M.  Cade,  Reuben  W.  Smith,  and  C.  J.  Benson. 

Another  against  W.  L.  Chapman,  C.  J.  Benson,  John  S.  Malaske, 
and  W.  W.  Ives. 

Another  against  C.  J.  Benson,  Enos  Nichols,  C.  M.  Cade,  and  li, 
C.  Grimes. 

Another  against  W.  W.  Ives. 

Another  against  C.  M.  Cade. 

The  Chairman.  Have  you  a  list  of  them  there? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir;  and  later  we  filed  a  number  of  additional 
ones,-  as  shown  by  this  exhibit. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  all  told,  do  you  remember? 

Mr.  Embry.  I  think  about  forty-nine  or  fifty.  I  will  offer  the 
whole  of  them  in  evidence. 
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They  are  as  follows: 
Cases  filed  September  28 j  1907,  %n  the  district  court,  Pottawatomie  County ,  OUa. 
[Action  for  poBsesslon.] 


Docket 

No. 

Title. 

Description  of  land. 

04 
95 
96 
97 

United  States  and  Mah-che-quat.  plaintifls,  v.  John 

Oarrett,  defendant. 
United  States  and  Peah-twyh-tuck,  plaintiffs,  v. 

John  Garrett,  defendant. 
United  States  and  We-«ko-peth-o-qua,  plaintiffs,  v, 

John  Oarrett,  defendant. 
United  States  and  Ta-pah-ehe.  plaintiffs,  v.  John 

Garrett,  defendant. 

Lots  2  and  3.  sec.  22.  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E. 
The  W.  \  NW.  \  sec.  11,  T.  10.  R.  3  E, 
The  W.  {  NW.  \  sec.  11,  T.  12  N..  R.  3  E. 
S.  \  BW.  \  sec.  18,  T.  11  N.,  R.  3  E. 

Cases  filed  October  10,  1907,  in  the  district  court,  Pottawatomie  County,  Okla. 
[Action  for  possession.] 


Docket 

No. 


98 

99 

100 
101 

102 

108 


Title. 


United  States  and  Kah-tah-kaw-ko-k»,  plaintiffs, 
i;.  W.  L.  Chapman,  Passumsic  Savings  Bank.  L. 
C.  Grimes,  and  Demmlng  Investment  Ck)..  defend- 
ants. 

United  States  and  Peck-ke-ah-peck,  plaintiffs,  v. 
R.  C.  Conine,  Martha  A.  Grimes,  and  ^nos  Nich- 
ols, defendants. 

United  States  and  Ah-che-ko,  plaintiffs,  v.  W.  W. 
Ives,  defendant. 

United  States  and  Ma-eha-ehe,  plaintiffs,  v.  W.  L. 
Chapman,  J.  H.  Meyers.  C.  J.  Benson,  W.  W.  Ives, 
and  W.  O.  Dean,  defendants. 

United  States  and  Maw-pe-puck-e-the  or  (Mock 
Johnson),  plaintiffs,  v.  Martha  A.  Grimes  and 

'  Enos  Nichols,  defendants. 

United  States  and  Wah-pah-ehe-qua-quah,  plain- 
tiffs, V.  W.  W.  Ives  andO.  J.  Benson,  defendants. 


Description  of  land. 


S.  i  NE.  i  sec  13.  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E. 

E.  i  NW.  i  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E. 

W.  I SW.  i  sec.  13,  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E. 
8.  i  NW.  sec.  10,  T.  11  N.,  R.  8  E. 

W.  i  NE.  \  sec.  23.  T.  12  N..  R.  1  E. 

NE.  \  SW.  i  and  lot  2,  sec.  24,  T.  12  N., 
R.IE. 


Cases  filed  October  — ,  1907,  in  the  district  court,  Pottawatomie  County,  Okla, 
[Action  for  possession.] 


Docket 
No. 


104 
105 
106 
107 
108 

100 

110 

111 


Title. 


United  States  and  Pah-pah-thak-peat,  plaintiffs,  v. 

W.  L.  Chapman,  defendant. 
United  States  and  Tah-nah-ke-ah,  plaintiffs,  v.  W. 

W.  Ives,  defendant. 
United  States  and  Ke-sheck-ko-that,  plaintiffs,  v. 

Willaird  Johnston,  defendant. 
United  States  and  Klsh-ke-ton,  plaintiffs,  v.  E.  E. 

Hood  and  W.  S.  Search,  defendants. 
United  States  and  Ah-nes-she-nen-ne,  plaintiffs,  v. 

C.  M.  Cade,  Reuben  W.  Smith,  and  C.  J.  Benson, 

defendants. 
United  States  and  Wah-ko-tah,  plaintiffs,  v.  W.  L. 

Chapman,  C.  J.  Benson,  John  S.  Malaske,  and  W. 

W.  Ives,  defendants. 
United  States  and  Ah-ten-y-thuck,  olaintiffs,  v.  Wil- 

lard  Johnston,  Enos  Nichols,  C.  M.  Cade,  and  L. 

C.  Grimes,  defendants. 
United  States  and  Puck-ke-kln-no,  a  minor,  plain- 
tiffs, f .  W.  W  Ives,  defendant. 


Description  of  land. 


Lot  1  and  NW.  i  NW.  i  sec.  23,  T.  13 
N.  R.  1  E 
Lots  2,' 3,  and  4,  sec.  15,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E. 

E  I  NE.  h  T.  11  N,  R.  2  E. 

Lots  5,  6,  and  7,  sec.  6,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E. 

E.  i^  SW.  i  sec.  2,  T.  11  N.,  R.  2  E. 

N.  i  SE.  i  sec.  11,  T.  11,  R.  2  E. 

Lots  4  and  5,  sec.  23  and  NW.  i  of  SW. 
i  sec.  24,  T.  12  N,  R.  1  E. 

S  }  NE.  i  sec.  12,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E. 
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Cases  filed  October  — ,  1907,  in  the  district  court,  Pottawatomie  County,  OJUa, 
[Action  for  possession.] 


Docket 
No. 

Title. 

Description  of  land. 

112 

United  States  and  Pa-pe-ah-she.  plaintiffs,  v.  C.  M. 
Cade,  defendant. 

Lots  6.  6  and  7,  sec.  5,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E. 

Cases  filed  November  f,  1907,  in  the  district  court,  Pottawatomie  County,  Olda. 
[Twenty-four  counts.] 


Docket 
No. 


113 


Title. 


Counts. 


United  States  v.  W.  W.  Ives  ..i 


1.  Lotsl.2,3,and4,sec.26,T.10N.,R.3E.— Pem-e-tum-wali. 
I    2.  W.  i  NE.  i  sec.  24,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E.— Na-nl-e-kit. 

3.  E.  4  NW.  I  sec.  24,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E.— Nab-nat-tah-kat. 

4.  E.  J  SW.  J  sec.  15,  T.  12  N..  R.  1  E.— Past-ko-not. 

6.  Lot5,6.andNW.i8E.sec.9.T.10N.,R.3E.    (Inland)— 

En-e-kah. 
6.  N.  J  NE. }  sec.  14,  T.  11 N.,  R.  3  E.    (In  land)— Not-we-ah. 
'    7.  W.  i  8E.  i  sec.  2,  T.  11  N..  R.  3  E.— Mah-mo-ne-mah. 
I    8.  S.  i  NE.  i  sec.  12.  T.  11  N.,  R.  3.— We-to-mat-0-tha. 

9.  E.  4  SE.  sec.  2,  T.  11  N.,  R.  2  E.— 8ke-na-ths-pe. 
'  10.  W.  i  SE.  sec.  5,  T.  10  N..  R.  3  E.— Ke-ah-qua^ok. 
I  11.  Lots3and4sec.  13,T.11N..R.2E.— Na-mah-chi-thl-qua. 

12.  8.  \  NE.  4  sec.  5,  T.  10  N..  R.  3  E.— Pah-ko-ne. 
,  13.  N.  4  NW.  \  sec.  12  T.  11  N.,  R.  2  E. 

14.  Lot  5,  sec.  26,  lot  6,  sec.  23,  and  lot  6,  sec.  14,  T.  10  N..  R.  3 
I  E.— Ab-ke-na-mah-the. 

i  15.  E.  i  SW.  \  sec.  23.  T.  12  N.,  R.  2  E. 
'  16,  Lot  10.  sec.  17  and  8  E..  SE.  sec.  8,  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E.— 

Ah-sem-ke-ah. 
I  17.  Lot  11.  sec.  17,  lots  2  and  3,  sec.  18,  and  lots  2  and  3,  sec.  20, 

T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E.-Sha-wah-kah. 
;  18.  Lota  3  and  4,  sec.  7.  T.  12  N..  R.  1  E.— Menshl-kah. 

19.  E.  \  NW.  i  sec.  15.  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E.— Mo-ke-«he. 

20.  Lot  1  and  NE.  J  SW.  J,  sec.  8.  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E.— Nab-nab- 
'  ^i-eken-no-quah. 

:  21.  Lots  1  and  9,  sec.  17,  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E.— Kest-ko  (or  Cleve- 
I  land).  .      ^ 

22.  8.  i  NW.  J  sec.  13,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E.— Chuck-e-ekin-ah-a. 

23.  E.  J  SW.  \  sec.  24.  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E.— Tho-kah-qua-mok. 

24.  8.  i  SW.  i  sec.  4,  T.  10  N..  R.  3  E.— Ko-nah-pah-pi-uk. 


Cases  filed  November  2,  1907,  in  the  district  court,  Pottawatomie  County,  Ohla. 
[Action  for  possession.] 


Docket 
No. 


115 
116 
117 
118 

119 

120 
121 

122 


Title. 


Description  of  land. 


I 


United  States,  plaintiff,  t;.  Ida  B.  Bently  and  W.  L.     N.  §  NE.  J  sec.  13,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E.— 
Chapman,  defendants.  Wali-nah-ke-tha-hah. 


Neh-pah-hah. 

N%V    \  sec.  19,  T.  12  N.,  R. 


United  States,  plaintiff,  v.  W.  L.  Chapman,  defend- 
ant. 
United  States,  plaintiff,  ».  W.  W.  Ives,  defendant . 

United  States,  plaintiff,  v.  John  Garrett  and  E.  E.  '  N 
Hood^  defendants. 

United  ^States,  plaintiff,  v.  W.  L.  Chapman  and 
W.  W  Ives,  defendants.  * 

United  States,  plaintiff,  v.  E.  E.  Hood,  defendant. 

'      me-pah-hone-nah. 
United  States,  plaintiff ,>.  Ida  B.  Bently,  defendant.    W.  i  SK. « 


W.  i  SW.  i  sec.  2,T.  11  N.,  R.  2  E.— 

Mah-then-ne-ah . 
N.  §  SE.  i  sec.  12, T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E.— 


2  E.— 


United  States,  plaintiff,  v.  W.  L.  Chapman,  C.  J. 
Benson,  John  L.  Malaski,  W.  W.  Ives,  defendants.  \' 


— e-pah-hi-e-quah. 
'fN.  i  NE.  sec.  14, T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E.— No- 

kah-no-plt. 
E  i  SW.  f  sec.  11, T.  ION.,  R.3  E.— Tah- 

pah-she-ah. 
N.  J  NE.  sec.  19,  T.  12  N.,  R.  2  E.— Pem- 

sec.  6,  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E.— Ni-ab- 
I      ki-poah. 
N.  i  SE.  sec.  11,  T.  11  N.,  R.  2  E.— Mah- 

squa-ko. 
N.  f  SE.  sec.  11,T.  11  N.,  R.  2  E.— Mah- 
ako-tah. 
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Cafics  filrd  yorember  12,  1907,  in  the  distiict  coii^rt,  Pottaicatomir  County,  Okla. 

[Action  for  posaession.] 


Docket 

No. 


Title. 


Description  of  Und. 


United  States,  plaintiff,  v.  W.  W.  Ives  and  W.  A. 

Bonnett,  defendants. 
United   States,  plaintiff,  v.  W.  W.  Ives,    S.    W. 

Sweny,  W.W.  Swenv,  Demmlng  Investment  Co., 

and  the  National  Life  Insurance  Co..  defendants. 
United  States,  plaintiff,  i .  W.  W.  Ives  and  L.  A. 

Hampton,  defendants. 
United  States  plaintiff,  v.  W.  L.  Chapman,  J.  U. 

Myers.  C.  J.  Benson,  A.  11.  Gray.  W.  O.  Dean, and 
C.  R.  Dean,  defendants. 
United  States,  Dlsintiff.  r.  W.  L.  Chapman,  R.  S. 

Harper,  and  O.  J.  Benson,  defendants. 
United  States,  plaintiff,  r.  Russell  Johnson,  Nick- 

alous  Ast..  Enos  Nicholas,  and  Willard  John- 
ston, defendants. 
UnJted  States,  plaintiff  r.  W.  L.  Chapman,  W.  W. 

Ives  and  M.  A.  Eagan,  defendants. 
United  Stales,  plaintiff  r.  W.  L.  Chapman.  C.  J. 

Benson,  and  J.  H.  Ernest,  defendants. 
United  States,  plaintiff  r.  W.  L   Chapman.  J.  H. 

Myers,  C.  J.  Benson,  and  \V.  O.  Dean,  defendants. 

United  States,  pUiintlff  r.  W.  L.  Chapman.  J.  H. 
Myers.  C.  J.  Benson,  W.  W.  Ives.  J.  \V .  Timmons, 
Jessie  A.  Bonnett,  and  W.  O.  Dean,  defendants. 

183  I  United  States,  plaintiff  r.  Ida  B.  Bently  and  W.  A. 
I      Bonnett,  defendants. 


123 

124 


125 
126 


127 
128 


129 
130 


131 

I 
132  I 


S.  \  SE.  i  sec.  12,  T.  ION.,  R.  3  E,— Kish- 

ki-nic-quah. 
E.  i  SE.  f  sec.  24,  T  12  N.,  R.l  E.-John- 

Mine  (Mah-wah-qoache). 

,  N.  \  NE.  sec.  19.  T.  11 N.,  R.  3  E.— At- 

'      thum-e-that-quah. 
,  S.  i  SE.  1  sec.  4,  T.  10N.,R.3  E.— Pav- 
loeiw-kan. 

'  W.  iNE.*sec.l0,T.10N.,R.3E.-Ch»- 
l     cha-ko-the-wa. 

,  Lots  3 and  4,  sec.  5.  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E.— ICa- 
qua-the-eck. 

i  W.  »  NE.  ^  sec.  9.  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E.- 

Wah-puck-we-che. 
I  8.  i  S WT  J  sec.  13.  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E.— Kah- 

kah-to-thl-quah. 
I  N.JSW.  isec.  11,  T.llN.,R.2E.-lCa- 
tho-ko--tna. 
fW.  I  NE.  sec.  U,  T.  11  N.,R.2  E.-Ah- 
che-chi. 
E.  i  NE.  i  sec.  11,  T.  11 N.,  R.3  E.-Chal^ 
ke-she. 
I  N.iNE.8ec.l2,T.10N.,R.3E.-Chiick- 
e-quah. 


CascH  filed  in  the  difittiet  eoini,  Pottawatomie  County,  Okla.,  to  revorer 
Kiekapoo  Indian  lands. 

ntervention  petitions  filed  Xoveinber  12,  1907,  in  the  district  court  of  Pottawatomie 

County,  Okla, 

Motion  by  the  United  States  for  leave  to  intervene  in  the  following  cases  filed  May  24, 1907. 
Motion  heard  and  allowed  October  4, 1907. 


Docket 
No. 


[Intervention  to  quiet  title  and  for  possession.] 

Title.  Description  of  land. 


3792 


C.  J.  Benson,  plaintiff,  r.  W.  W.  Ives,  Pah-^-mah, 
and  J.  H.  Pemberton,  U.  S.  A.,  intervener,  defend- 
ants. 

C.  J.  Benson,  plaintiff,  r.  W.  W.  Ives,  Ah-na-tha- 
ha-quah,  U.  S.  A.,  intevener,  defendants. 

C.  J.  Benson,  plaintiff,  r.  W,  W.  Ives,  Pima-y-ume- 
mak.  J.  H.  Pemberton,  U.  S.  A.,  intervener,  de- 
fendants. 

C.  J.  Benson,  plaintiff,  v.  W.  W.  Ives,  Pah-ko-tah 
'  J..  H.  Pemberton,  U.  S.  A.,  Intervener,  defendants. 

C.  J.  Benson,  plaintiff,  v.  W.  W.  Ives.  J.  H.  Peral)er- 
ton.  Mah-to-pem,  U.  S.  A.,  intervener, defendants. 

C.  J.  Benson,  plaintiff,  i'.  W.  W.  Ives,  Tah-pat-ati. 
U.  S.  A.,  intervener  defendants. 

C.  J.  Benson,  plaintiff,  r.  W.  W.  Ives,  Ah-na-ska- 
wah-to,  U.  S.  A.,  intervener,  defendants. 

C.J.  Benson,  plaintiff,  v.  W.  W.  Ives.  O-que-nah-ah- 
thoen.  U.  S.  A.,  intervener,  defendants. 

W.  L.  Chapman.  A.  T.  Brown,  plaintiffs,  v.  W.  W. 
Ives,  Pe-qiiah-pah-na-ka-tho.U.  s.  A.,  intervener, 
I      defendants. 
8819   W.  L.  Chapman.  A.  T.  Brown,  plaintiffs,  v.  W.  W. 
'      Ives  ana  Pah-pe-ack,  defendants. 


3793 
3794 


3795 
3796 


3809 
3810 


3811 


W.  \  8W.  J  sec.  11,  T.  10  N..  R.  3  E. 

I  W.  \  NW.  i  sec.  14,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E. 
W.  \  NE.  i  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E. 

E.  i  NE.  i  sec.  ll.T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E. 

j  E.  i  SE.  i  sec.  11  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E. 

j  E.  \  SE.  J  sec.  6  T.  12  N.,  R  3  E. 

'  Lot  4,  NW.  I  NE.  i  sec  22,  T.  12  N..  R 1. 

W.  i  NW.  i  sec.  15,  T.  12  N.,  R.  1  E. 
I 

')  Lots  3  and  4  sew.  6,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E. 
JLots  I  and  2  sec.  6,  T.  10  N.,  R.  3  E. 

,  S.  \  SE.  i  sec.  30,  T.  11  N.,  R.  3  E. 


I 


Mr.  Bkntlkv.  I  nsk  to  be  in^ei-ted  in  tlie  record  the  following 
quotation,  to  be  read  in  connection  with  the  quotations  inserted  in 
my  testimony  of  yesterday,  beginning  on  page  —  of  the  general 
record,  in  which  Mr.  Dickson,  an  investigating  officer  of  the  Indian 
Bureau,  recommends  that  the  Department  i^commend  to  Congress 
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legislation  to  the  effect  that  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Interior  should  be 
given  authority  to  cancel  allotments  of  any  Indian  who  fails  to 
remain  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  That  is  under 
date  of  December  14,  1905 : 

The  matter  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

Tlirough  this  iiiidne  influence,  and  taking  advantage  of  their  mental  weak- 
ness and  with  the  assistance  of  others,  Mr,  Bentley  has  been  able  to  impose 
and  i>eri>etrate  ni)on  these  Indians  one  of  the  most  glaring  and  flagrant 
Instances  of  misrepresentation,  deceit,  and  fraud. 

After  considering  the  evident  conspiracy  to  have  large  numbers  of  Indians 
in  Oklahoma,  and  esi)ecially  Mexican  Kickapoos,  migrate  to  Mexico,  the 
sai>ervisor  recommends  that  Immediate  legislation  be  asked  for,  and  that  steps 
be  taken  at  once  to  obtain  authority  from  Congi'ess  whereby  the  allotments 
of  all  Indians  migrating  to  a  foreign  country  for  the,  purpose  of  residence  can 
be  canceled.  He  thinks  that  this  is  the  only  way  that  the  schemers  can  be 
cbeckniated. 

In  considering  the  severt  deeds  from  the  aHottees  covered  by  the  act  of 
Marcb  3,  1905  (33  Stat.  L.,  1048),  and  which  was  the  reason  for  his  investi- 
^cation,  he  recommends  that  Congress  be  asked  to  rescind  its  action  In  the  matter 
of  these  allottees,  whereby  restrictions  were  removed  from  the  sale  and 
conveyance  of  their  allotments. 

an  *****  * 

The  matter,  however.  Is  submitted  for  such  Instructions  in  regard  to  the 
legislation  to  l)e  reconnnended  as  the  Department  deems  proper.  It  might  be 
that  legislation  conferring  discretion  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  can- 
cel allotments  made  to  Indians  who  choose  to  migrate  to  a  foreign  country 
would  n)eet  the  situation  as  to  the  future.  Certainly,  something  should  be  done 
to  thv^art  the  work  of  such  parties  as  Bentley  and  his  confederates,  and  dis- 
couraige  others  from  attempting  similar  schemes. 
Very  resi)ectfully, 

F.  E.  Leupp,  Commissiotirr. 

I  also  invite  attention  to  the  last  paragraph  of  page  —  of  the  Ap- 
pendix, wherein  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  "Affairs  recommends  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  looking  to  the  legislation  to  the  effect 
that  the  Secretary  would  be  given  authority  to  cancel  the  allotments 
of  any  Indian  who  shall  fail  to  remain  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States. 

I  also  ask  to  have  inserted  here,  to  be  read  in  connection  with  my 
testimony  of  yesterday,  a  paragraph  of  a  statement  made  by  Con- 
gressman Slayden,  on  page  —  of  the  Appendix. 

The  paragraph  is  as  follows: 

Senator  Teller.  Whom  do  you  mean  by  **  he,"  the  Commissioner? 

Mr.  Slaydrn.  Yes.  I  suggested  this  to  Commissioner  Leupp,  that  the  easiest 
and  most  ordinary  way  of  remitting  money  due  to  a  man  was  through  the  mall, 
or  through  some  bank,  and  let  him  collect  It  there.  I  said  that  these  Indians 
could  be  easily  identified  in  Eagle  Pass,  where  they  were  known  and  where  they 
could  easily  establish  a  credit.     That  was  found  objectionable. 

I  said  to  this  man  Bentley,  who  had  sjwken  to  me  about  It,  *'  Surely  you  must 
misunderstand  the  Conmilssloner.  I  will  go  and  see  him.'*  I  had  an  Interesting 
talk  with  Mr.  Leupp,  whom  I  had  never  met  before.  He  told  me  thnt  he  was 
not  willing  to  remit  the  money  in  that  way;  that  his  punM)se  was — well,  now,  I 
do  not  like  to  say  positively  that  he  sjiid  it  was  his  purpose,  bec-ause  I  do  not 
remember  his  exact  language,  but  he  created  In  my  mind  the  impression  that  his 
purpose  was  to  force  the  Indians  back  to  Oklahoma.  I  said:  "  Why,  Mr.  Com- 
missioner, It  seems  to  me  you  have  no  right  to  comi)el  these  Indians  to  live  In 
Oklahoma  If  they  prefer  to  live  in  Mexico,  and  I  do  not  s^»e  how  you  have  any 
right  to  withhold  money  which  you,  yourself,  admit  Is  due  them."  He  said  he 
would  be  glad  to  have  that  tribe  come  Into  court  If  they  thought  they  had  rights, 
and  he  would  like  to  see  a  suit  brought  to  determine  the  question. 

I  also,  in  the  same  connection,  ask  to  have  inserted  next  to  the  last 
paragraph  on  page  —  of  the  Appendix  and  the  part  of  the  statement 
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made  by  ex-Senator  Pettigrew,  formerly  chairman  of  the  Jndian 
Committee  of  the  Senate.  This  paragraph  is  offered  to  show  the 
attitude  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  and  the  disposition  of 
the  Kickapoos  in  relation  to  Mexico  prior  to  my  official  connection 
with  them. 

The  matter  referred  to  is  as  follows : 

Mr.  Pettigrew.  At  the  time  I  speak  of,  when  taking  up  the  matter  of  these 
Indians,  I  looked  up  Mr.  Bentley.  These  Klckaixws,  up  to  that  time,  had  never 
done  anything.  He  was  apiwiuted  special  agent  and  had  charge  of  them.  He 
had  succeeded  In  gaining  their  confidence  and  had  got  them  to  take  allotments 
and  begin  to  do  something  In  the  way  of  settling  down. 

.  I  have  come  here,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen,  at  the  request  of  Senator 
Teller,  who  asked  me  lajt  evening  if  I  would  come  before  the  committee  and 
make  a  statement  with  regard  to  the  matter  of  these  Klckapoo  Indians,  as  I 
had,  some  years  ago,  while  chairman  of  this  committee,  looked  somewhat  Into 
their  affairs. 

These  Kickapoos  came  here  represented  by  Mr.  Bentley.  He  Interested  me  to 
the  extent  of  looking  him  up  and  looking  up  the  Kickapoos.  I  found  from  their 
history  that  they  had  been  Mexican  Indians,  having  gone  to  Mexico  in  1824  and 
having  been  brought  back  to  the  United  States  and  to  the  Indian  Territory 
when  Texas  was  admitted  to  the  Union. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out  they  went  back  to  Mexico.  All  other  Indians 
joined  the  Confederate  forces,  but  the  Kickapoos  went  to  old  Mexico. 

After  the  civil  war  they  made  continuous  raids  upon  American  territory 
killing  people  and  carrying  away  property,  and  finally  the  Government  sent 
troops  and  brought  them  by  force  to  the  Indian  Territory.    That  was  In  1874. 

These  Klckai)oo  Indians  have  never  been  satisfied  here.  When  the  matter 
of  these  people  came  before  us,  sometime  in  the  nineties,  they  refused  to  do 
anything  that  the  Government  wanted  them  to  do.  They  would  not  take  lands, 
nor  would  they  take  the  money  In  the  Treasury  that  belonged  to  them,  and 
they  Insisted  tliat  they  would  not  have  allotments.  One,  I  think,  of  the  Indians 
themselves,  who  were  here  (and  I  met  one  of  them  In  Washington  the  other 
day,  who  was  here  thenX,  sjiid  that  they  would  not  take  this  money  In  the 
Treasury  because  It  was  laud  money,  and  that  they  never  had  agreed  to  sell 
their  land  and  yet  the  Government  had  taken  It  away  from  them ;  that  they 
considered  that  money  to  be  sacred  money,  and  that  they  wanted  it  to  buy 
land  with,  if  they  were  to  take  it.  I  then  tied  the  money  up  in  the  Treasury, 
providing  that  they  should  have  the  interest  on  it,  and  not  the  principal.  That 
was  what  they  wanted.  Afterwards  they  came  before  the  committet^  and  said 
that  they  wanted  to  go  to  Mexico,  that  they  talked  the  Mexican  language,  the 
Indian  language,  and  that  they  preferred  to  live  in  Mexico. 

After  talking  with  those  Indians  somewhat,  I  made  up  my  mind  that  the  best 
thing  for  them  to  do  was  to  go  to  Mexico,  and  1  advised  them  to  do  so,  and  I 
told  them  that  if  I  were  here  when  they  were  ready  to  go,  I  would  do  all  I 
could  to  help  them  get  the  money  that  was  in  the  Ti-easury  of  the  United  States 
belonging  to  them,  to  help  them  to  get  a  start  in  Mexico,  and  that  it  would  be 
best  for  them  to  become  citizens  of  Mexico  if  they  wanted  to  do  so.  The  Indian 
that  is  here  now  remembered  that,  and  when  I  was  here  about  two  weeks  ago 
he  came  to  where  I  was  stopi)ing  and  called  my  attention  to  it  juid  wanted 
me  to  help  him  If  I  could.  However,  1  decidetl  not  to  bore  thft  committee 
with  my  statement,  until  Senator  Teller  came  to  me  and  made  this  request. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  paragraphs  quoted  from  official  corre- 
spondence between  the  departments  of  the  Government,  the  officials 
unfortunately  who  are  charcred  with  the  duty  of  administering  the 
aflfairs  of  the  Indians  seem  to  have  hnd  no  knowledj^e  of  law  or  of 
equity.  The  idea  suirirested  by  the  Commissioner  is  preposterous. 
It  is  a  sad  reflection  on  those  who  are  charged  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  Indians  and  of  the  public  that  they  appear 
to  be  so  grossly  ignorant  that  they  would  suggest  the  real  estate  of  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  should  be  confiscated  simply  because  he 
preferred  to  go  beyond  the  jurisdiction  -of  the  United  States. 
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Again,  it  is  unfortunate  that  those  charged  with  the  duty  of  ad- 
ministering the  Indian  Bureau  should  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
Indians.  In  this  connection  I  desire  to  assert  that  the  Algonquin 
race  will  have  perished  from  the  earth  and  yet  the  white  man  will 
know  little  of  him,  will  be  ignorant  of  his  real  nature  and  his  reasons 
for  wishing  to  remain  an  Indian. 

At  4.40  o'clock  p.  m.  the  committee  adjourned  until  December  7, 
1907,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  7,  1907, 

The  subcommittee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Present:  Senators  Teller  (chairman)  and  Curtis;  also  Mr.  Allen, 
representing  the  Interior  Department,  and  Mr.  M.  J.  Bentley,  repre- 
senting the  Mexican  Kickapoo  Indians. 

WALTER  S.  FIELD,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows: 
^    Senator  Curtis.  Please  state  you  name  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Field.  Walter  S.  Field. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  your  profession? 

Mr.  Field.  I  am  an  attorney  at  law. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  practice? 

Mr.  Field.  In  Washington  now ;  formerly  in  Oklahoma  city. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  a  practicing  attorney? 

Mr.  Field.  Since  1880. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  engaged  with  Mr.  Bentley  in  the  Kicking 
Kickapoo  matters? 

Mr.  Field.  I  am  not  in  connection  with  Mr.  Bentley ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  been  his  attorney  in  any  of  the  Kicking 
Kickapoo  matters  or  the  attorney  for  the  Kickapoo  Indians? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  attorney  for  the  Kickapoos  in 
some  of  their  difficulties. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  committee  if.  you 
were  at  Muzquiz,  Mexico,  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1906? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  during  practically  the  entire  month  of  June, 
1906. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  your  business  there  at  that  time? 

Mr.  Field.  I  was  there  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  transfers 
were  made  by  the  Kickapoo  Indians  to  Mr.  Bentley  or  the  trustees 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  or  Congress  that  was  just  alx)ut  to  be  passed, 
and  was  passed,  on  the  21st  day  of  June. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  time  did  you  arrive  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Field.  I  reached  Barroteran,  the  junction  point  leading  to 
Muzquiz,  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  June,  I  think. 

Senator  Curtis.  For  whom  were  you  working  at  the  time? 

Mr.  Field.  For  the  Kickapoos. 

Senator  Curtis.  WTio  employed  you  for  that  ? 

Mr.  Field.  Originally? 

Senator  Curtis.  No,  1  mean  to  make  that  particular  trip. 

Mr.  Field.  Mr  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  to  be  your  pay  or  what  were  you  paid 
for  it? 

Mr.  Field.  I  was  paid  my  expenses,  I  think,  and  something  like 
$200  above  expenses.    The  matter  was  not  settled. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  about  a  month  ? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  you  arrived  at  Muzquiz,  who,  if  anyone, 
did  vou  see  there  from  Shawnee,  Okla. 

Mr.  Field.  First  at  Barroteran  I  saw  Henry  Jones  and  Mr.  Thaok- 
ery.  They  were  coming  out  of  Muzquiz,  having  left  there  the  night 
before. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Thackery? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  \Miat  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Field.  He  told  me  they  had  been  to  the  Indian  camp  the  day 
previous  or  the  second  day  previous,  and  that  they  had  been  ordered 
out  by  the  Mexican  Government  and  by  the  Kickapoos,  and  that  he 
was  going  to  Eagle  Pass  to  remain  there  until  there  was  some 
change  in  the  situation. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  state  to  you  the  object  of  his  visit  there? 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  vou  arrived  in  Muzquiz,  who  did  you  find 
there? 

Mr.  Field.  Mr.  Grimes,  Al  Brown,  Cal  Moore,  Mr.  Outoelt,  Mr. 
Sweeney,  Tack  Grimes,  and  Doctor  Beatty. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  either  of  the  Johnsons  there — did  you  ?ee 
Russell  Johnson? 

Mr.  Field.  And  Russell  Johnson,  I  think  that  was  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Chapman? 

Mr.  Field.  Xo,  sir :  he  came  later.  Mr.  Benfley  was  there  and  Mr. 
Emey  went  down  there  with  me — the  young  man  who  has  been 
spoken  of  as  the  clerk. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  was  the  clerk  of  the  Kickapoos? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  went  down  there  from  Shawnee? 

Mr.  Field.  He  went  from  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  if  you  were  present  at  any  time  when  the^ 
men  or  either  of  them  visited  the  Indian  camp? 

Mr.  Field.  I  went  to  the  camp  the  night  I  reached  Muzquiz  and 
remained  there,  with  a  visit  possibly  everj^  other  day  to  the  town  of 
Muzquiz,  until  Mr.  Bentley's  arrest.  Durinff  the  time  I  was  at  the 
camp,  from  the  1st  day  of  June  until  about  tlie  24th,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  four  or  five  days  the  first  of  June,  these  people  or  some  of 
them  were  in  the  camn  practicallj^  all  the  time. 

The  Chairman.  Who  do  you  mean  by  "these  people?  " 

Mr.  Field.  These  people,  or  some  of  them — Brown,  Grimes,  and 
that  combination. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Chapman  afterwards  appeared,  did  he? 

Mr.  Field.  Chapman  came  about  the  15th  of  June. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  their  treatment  of  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Field.  They  seemed  to  depend  almost  entirely  upon  the  use  of 
liquor. 

Senator  Cirtis.  What  kind  of  liquor? 

Mr.  Field.  It  looked  like  mescal.  It  was  put  up  in  mescal  bottles; 
it  is  a  bottle  about  the  shape  of  a  beer  bottle,  some  holding  quarts  and 
some  holding  pints. 
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Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  state  of  the  Indians  usually  there? 

Mr.  Field.  All  the  young  men  that  Mr.  Bentley  has  denominated 
the  "  renegade  element  "  were  constantly  drunk,  almost  continuously 
so,  up  until  they  took  out,  on  or  about  the  12lh  of  June,  I  should  say, 
to  Eagle  Pass,  I  think  13  people.  It  had  been  impossible  to  sleep  at 
nights  on  account  of  the  singing,  carousing,  and  shouting  in  the 
brush  in  the  neigh lK)rhoo(l  of  the  camp,  and  these  people  left  about 
the  12th  or  13th  of  June,  taking  with  them  these  younger  men  and 
the  drinking  people.  After  this  it  was  perfectly  quiet  and  peaceable 
until  they  returned. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  condition  of  those  Indians  that  day 
they  took  them  out,  if  you  saw  them  ? 

Mr.  Field.  They  were  drunk,  I  think;  all  that  they  took  were 
drunk.  Homer  Anderson  went  with  them  to  town.  He  was  sober, 
and  one  other  Indian,  I  think.  They  both  got  away  from  them  at 
the  city  of  Muzquiz,  and  did  not  go  with  them  to  Eagle  Pass. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  at  Barroteran  at  any  time  when  there 
was  any  trouble  with  the  Indians  and  the  Grimes-Conine  people? 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  at  any  of  those  railroad  stations  at  any 
time  when  they  were  taking  a  party  of  Indians  over  to  Eagle  Pass? 

Mr.  Field.  1  was  at  Sabinas. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  what  occurred  there,  and  when  it  was? 

Mr.  Field.  I  was  at  Sabinas,  I  think,  on  the  night  of  July  6th  when 
Okemah  and  that  party  of  Indians  were  undertaking  to  board  the 
train.  I  came  in  on  the  train  running  toward  the  South,  the  south 
bound  train,  it  stops  there  for  supper.  As  I  stepped  off  the  train  I 
met  at  the  foot  or  the  steps  Mr.  Outcelt.  I  spoke  to  him,  saying, 
"  Good  evening,  George."  He  said,  '*  How  are  you,  Walter,"  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind,  and  said,  "  You  see  we  are  taking  them  back." 

Senator  Otrtis.  Who  did  he  mean  by  "  them  ?  " 

Mr.  Field.  He  was  referring  to  the  Indians.  Okemah  was  at  the 
head  of  the  company — I  should  say  something  like  15  or  16  of  them, 
men,  women,  and  children.  I  started  to  talk  to  Okemah  and  ask 
him  what  the  matter  was.  Mr.  Outcelt  stepped  up  to  a  policeman — 
a  sergeant  of  police  from  Muzquiz— and  said  something  to  him.  The 
sergeant  took  me  by  the  shoulder  and  turned  me  around  and  told  me 
in  Spanish  that  I  inust  not  talk  to  them.  Mr.  Outcelt  then  stepped 
on  to  the  train  and  the  policeman  hustled  the  Indians  aboard  and 
into  a  third-class  car.  I  stepped  over  to  the  opposite  side,  away  from 
the  platform,  and  finished  my  conversation  with  Okemah  through 
the  window,  and  also  spoke  with  Annie  Pecan,  who  was  in  the  com- 
pany. Okemah  wanted  some  money ;  he  said  he  had  nothing,  and  I 
knew  the  Mexicans  would  not  furnish  him  with  anything  to  eat.  He 
was  afraid  they  were  going  to  keep  him  in  jail.  I  gave  him,  I  think, 
$20,  and  gave  Annie  Pecan,  if  I  remember  right,  $10.  Mr.  Conine 
was  there  and  Al  Brown. 

Senator  Cx  rtis.  Were  Mr.  Grimes  or  Mr.  Chapman  there? 

Mr.  Field.  I  am  not  certain  whether  Grimes  or  Chapmen  were 
present  or  not.  I  had  intended  to  go  on  south,  but  the  Indians  told 
me  they  had  left  their  teams  there  and  left  them  without  care  or  feed, 
and  so  I  s-topped  off  and  saw  the  jefe  politico  of  the  town,  the  presi- 
dente  of  the  town,  and  he  agreed  to  see  that  their  teams  were  prop- 
erly cared  for  until  the  Indians  came  for  them.    I  think  he  stated 
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that  the  price  would  not  be  more  than  a  dollar  Mexican  money  for 
the  care  of  each  team.  Afterwards  I  understood  that  they  charged 
them  a  much  higher  price ;  I  am  not  certain,  but  it  seems  something 
like  $3  per  day. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  State  if  at  any  time  after  these  people  returned 
to  Shawnee,  Okla.,  you  had  a  talk  with  Al  Brown  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  Grimes  or  Conine  party. 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir;  it  was  not  after  they  returned. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  a  talk  with  them  down  there? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir:  I  had  a  talk  with  Al  Brown  in  Eagle  Pass, 
I  think,  on  the  6th  or  7th  day  of  July ;  it  was  a  day  or  two  before  I 
left  for  home  and  it  was  after  Mr.  Bentley's  release  and  after  my 
return  from  Sabinas  on  the  6th.  He  said  that  he  had  been  trying  to 
talk  to  Mr.  Bentley,  but  could  not  talk  to  him,  but  that  he  thought 
he  and  I  could  talk.  I  told  him  all  right,  go  ahead.  He  said,  "  It 
is  evident  from  the  way  this  thing  is  moving  that  none  of  us  are 
going  to  accomplish  aiwthing  down  here  unless  some  agreement  is 
reached,"  and  he  said,  "  I  £iow  what  I  am  talking  about.  The 
Mexican  authorities  are  going  to  put  the  Kickapoos  out  beyond  the 
border;  unless  something  is  done  immediately  you  people  are  going 
to  lose  out  and  so  are  we,  and  my  proposition  is  that  these  Indians 
come  out;  we  will  bring  out  what  we  can  and  you  bring  out  what 

?^6u  can,  you  take  one  Indian  and  we  will  take  one;  you  buy  your 
and  at  any  price  you  choose  and  do  as  you  please  with  the  fand, 
and  we  will  do  the  same,  and  we  will  deposit  the  money  that  we  pay 
for  the  Indians'  land  which  we  buy  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  any 
person  that  you  may  designate."  I  said,  ''  How  about  the  price  you 
are  willing  to  pay  for  these  lands?  "  He  said,  "We  will  fix  that. 
You  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  that."  I  told  him  it  did  not  look 
like  a  very  fair  proposition,  and  doubted  verv  much  whether  Mr. 
Bentley  would  consider  it  seriously,  and  he  saiiJ, ''  I  wish  you  would 
state  it  to  Mr.  Bentley,"  and  that  he  would  like  to  talk  with  me  the 
next  day.  I  left  there,  I  think,  on  the  next  night  and  had  no  further 
conversation  with  him. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  State  what  the  condition  of  the  Indians  was  and 
how  they  were  taken  away  from  the  camp  the  first  morning  they 
were  taken  from  the  Indian  camp  in  Mexico  up  to  Eagle  Pass. 

Mr.  FiKLD.  It  was  reported  through  the  camp  the  day  ahead  of 
this  incident  that  on  the  next  morning  there  would  be  eight  or  ten 
or  as  high  as  fifteen  coaches— the  story  went  differently  m  the  vil- 
lage that  night — in  order  to  take  the  Indians  to  Eagle  Pass.  The 
judge  of  the  San  Francisco  ranch — this  man,  Alberto  Santos — came 
up  to  the  camp  with  an  extra  policeman  or  two  that  night  and  went 
to  Okema's  house  and  stated  to  him  that  a  good  many  of  the  Kicka- 
poos had  announced  their  desire  to  go  to  Eagle  Pass  and  that  neither 
Okema  nor -any  of  the  other  members  of  the  council  should  interfere 
with  their  going;  that  the  coaches  would  be  there  in  the  morning  to 
take  them.  About  9  or  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  two  coaches  came; 
about  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  about  five  more,  and  about  daylight 
two  or  three  more.  They  had  evidently  prepared  to  take  quite  a 
number.  Grimes  came  with  the  first  coaches  in  the  evening — 
Grimes,  Brown,  Conine,  and  Cal  Moore:  I  am  not  certain  whether 
Johnson  was  there,  but  I  think  not;  I  think  he  was  at  Eagle  Pass  at 
that  time.     Tack  Grimes  I  am  not  quite  certain  about.     They  came 
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with  a  good  supply  of  mescal  and  unloaded  it  in  front  of  Mack 
Johnson  s  house  and  went  out  in  the  chaparral  brush  and  had  a 
regular  drinking  bout  that  lasted  that  entire  night.  There  were 
around  the  camp  some  young  men  and  some  young  women  from  the 
Naciemiento  colony.  None  of  the  women  oiiF  the  Oklahoma  Kick- 
apoos  would  take  part  in  these  carousals,  but  they  had  five  to  six 
of  the  Naciemiento  women — ^young  women — with  them  that  thev 
had  kept  down  there  all  the  time,  and  carried  them  back  and  forth 
in  their  various  trips  to  and  from  Eagle  Pass.  In  the  morning 
these  young  men  who  had  been  brought  down  by  Grimes  were  au 
drunk,  some  of  them  so  drunk  that  they  could  scarcely  move;  two 
or  three  of  the  old  men,  such  as  Chah-ko-sat  and  Ah-nes-she-nen-ne, 
w^ere  very  drunk.  Along  in  the  morning  Rachael  Kirk  was  about 
there  sober,  but  by  7  or  8  o'clock  she  was  drunk. 
Senator  Curtis.  She  is  a  Kickapoo,  is  she? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  she  is  an  Oklahoma  Kickapoo.    I  should  say 
about  8  o'clock  they  began  loading  them  up ;  they  had  been  running 
from  house  to  house  since  daylight,  trying  to  induce  the  Indians  to 
go  with  them,  but  the  old  men  of  the  camp  held  them  back.    Finally, 
about  8  o'clock,  the  judge  of  the  San  Francisco  Ranch  rode  up  with 
two  or  three  policemen,  all  armed,  and  the  judge  called  the  Indians 
together  and  told  them  he  wanted  them  to  stop  their  interfering  . 
with  those  people;  that  they  were  at  perfect  liberty  to  go  when  they 
pleased  and  where  they  pleased,  and  he  did  not  want  another  word 
said.     ilr.  Conine  and  Mr.  (irimes  were  around  there  actively  tak- 
ing hold  of  the  different  Indians,  and  finally  they  got  one  or  two  of 
the  more  drunken  ones  into  the  coaches,  and  then  the  rest  came  and 
they  loaded  in,  I  think,  11  in  all.    They  took  one  coach  and  went 
after  Will  Murdock's  mother,  he  going  with  them.     She  did  not 
want  to  go,  but  they  loaded  her  in.    She  was  not  drunk,  I  think,  or 
she  did  not  have  that  appearance,  and  they  loaded  her  in,  and  Mur- 
dock  got  into  the  same  rig  and  Grimes  also.     Her  husband  was 
drunk  and  he  got  in.    They  came  back  and  loaded  Rachael  Kirk  in 
and  drove  out  of  camp. 

Senator  CuRiis.  Who  by  that  time  was  drunk,  was  she? 
Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir:  she  was  drunk.  When  they  came  back  to 
camp  nearly  a  week  later  they  were  drunk.  A  fellow  by  the  name  of 
John  Snake  who  had  just  returned  from  Carlisle  to  Oklahoma — I 
think  I  am  wrong,  I  do  not  think  he  stopped  in  Oklahoma ;  I  think 
he  went  directly  through  to  Muzquiz,  came  back,  having  deeded  one 
tract  of  land.  He  had  a  Winchester  rifle,  a  belt  full  of  cartridges 
and  a  44  Colt  revolver,  a  pair  of  high-topped  bright  leather  boots,  a 
new  suit  of  clothes,  and  a  suit  case.  The  suit  case  had  whisky  in  it 
and  one  or  two  silk  shirts.  He  announced  to  Wa-pe-che-ka  when  he 
came  back  that  he  had  come  to  take  control  of  the  Indian  camp ;  that 
he  and  Conine  were  in  charge.  He  was  a  boy  I  should  say  about  19 
or  20,  and  possibly  half-witted. 

Senator  CrRTis.^  They  got  a  deed  for  his  land,  did  they? 
Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir.* 
Senator  Curtis.  What  is  his  name? 

Mr.  Field.  John  Snake,  as  he  is  ordinarily  known ;  I  do  not  know 
any  other  name. 

Senator  Cuims.  Are  vou  sure  he  was  not  21  ? 
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Mr.  Field.  Xo,  sir.  I  am  not  certain,  but  he  looks  as  if  he  was  V.^ 
and  talks  as  if  he  was  possibly  13.  A  few  days'  ahead  of  that  time  Mr. 
Grimes  and  Mr.  Outcelt  came  to  the  camp  one  evening  or  one  nipht. 
I  tell  this  simply  to  show  the  attitude  of  the  Kickapoo  Indians  toward 
these  people  at  that  time.  T  think  this  was  about  the  8th  or  9th  of 
June.  I  was  asleep  in  a  lumber  wa^on*  outside  of  Okema's  tepee. 
It  was  rioflit  next  to  or  in  the  same  neighborhood  of  Mack  John^mV 
place  where  these  people  made  their  headquarters.  Along  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  Jolinny  Mine  came  and  said  that  Outcelt  and 
Grimes  were  at  Mack's  tepee;  that  he  had  been  having  a  fight  with 
them,  meaning  a  quarrel ;  that  he  had  ordered  them  out  of  camp,  etc. 
Johnny  was  perfectly  sober.  He  said:  "  Now%  I  have  no  family:  I 
am  not  worth  anything;  I  am  no  good."  He  had  a  knife  about  that 
long  I  indicating].  He  said:  *' I  am  going  over  there  "  (wit- 
ness made  a  motion  as  if  stabbing  a  man). 

Senator  Curtis.  He  meant  he  would  stab  them? 

Mr.  Field.  That  would  be  the  end  of  them.  I  said :  ''John,  you 
go  back  and  lie  down."  He  went  back,  and  in  a  few  minutes  out 
came  Okema  and  said:  '*  What  did  John  say?  "  I  told  him,  and  he 
said:  "John  no  good;  maybe  me  fix  him."  I  said:  "No,  Okema. 
you  lie  down."  He  laid  down  under  the  wagon  and  stayed  there 
until  morning,  and  I  think  it  was  about  5  o'clock,  possibly,  or  not 
quite  that  late,  and  he  came  and  wanted  to  know  if  I  supposed  those 
people  w^ould  take  them  back  to  Oklahoma.  I  told  him  I  thought 
not.  He  said :  "  Well,  once  about  two  years  ago  Dixon  came,"  he 
said.  "  I  told  Bentley  then  that  if  they  were  going  to  take  nie  back 
to  Oklahomaf  that  I  would  take  my  little  gins  and  tie  them  in  a 
sack  and  take  them  down  and  put  them  in  the  river  and  drown  them." 

Senator  Cuiitis.  Did  you  have  any  trouble  with  those  two  men 
that  night,  or  did  the  Indians  have  any  further  trouble? 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir;  they  were  gone  by  daylight. 

Senator  Ciims.  Now,  you  w^ere  around  the  camp  nearly  all  the 
time,  were  you? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Senator  C^iktis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  what  was  the  real  feeling 
of  the  Indians  with  reference  to  selling  their  land? 

5fr.  FiEij).  I  do  not  think  there  was  an  Indian  in  that  camp,  not 
even  one  who  was  brought  from  Oklahoma  by  Grimes,  who,  left  to 
himself,  would  ever  have  sold  a  foot  of  land  to  Grimes  or  any  of 
that  combination. 

Senator  Cuhtis.  Either  to  Bentley  or  to  anybody  else? 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir:  I  think  every  one  of  them  would  have  put 
their  land  into  the  pool,  but  they  w^ould  not  have  sold  to  Bentley  or 
me  or  anybody  else. 

Senator  (^lktis.  You  know,  as  attorney  for  those  people,  that 
they  did  not  think  they  were  selling  their  land  to  Bentley  when 
they  made  deeds? 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir;  they  knew  they  were  not. 

Senator  Citrtis.  Their  idea  was  simply  that  they  were  putting 
their  land  into  a  pool  to  exchange  for  land  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  nTis.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  if  thesQ.Indians  had  thought 
that  Mr.  Bentley  was  trj'ing  to  get  an  absolute  deed  from  them,  or 
any  other  white  man  was  trying  to  get  a  title  from  them, They  would 
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have  declined,  while  they  were  sober  and  understood  what  they  were 
doing,  to  have  signed  any  paper? 
Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  not  there  when  any  of  the  Indians 
were  taken  to  Guajardo's  house? 
Air.  FibjjD.  Xo,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  State  if  you  were  there  at  any  time  when  they 
took  out  an^f  Indians  to  Eajrle  Pass,  or  Outeelt  took  them  to  Eagle 
Pass  for  the  purpose  of  signing  deeds. 

Mr.  FiEiJ>.  They  took,  at  a  later  day,  three  or  four,  or  possibly 
half  a  dozen,  of  the  people  whom  they  had  out  the  first  time,  and 
it  is  barely  possible  they  took  nearly  all  of  those  they  took  the  first 
time.  It  seems  they  were  unable  to  get  deeds  from  all  of  them,  and 
also  Tvhen  they  got  up  there  they  did  not  have  an  allotment  roll,  or 
something  of  that  kind,  consequently  they  had  to  bring  them  back 
and  take  them  out  again.  Thoy  had  a  fellow  with  them  oy  the  name 
of  Pah-pa-she,  who,  I  think,  they  had  failed  entirely  to  get  any  deed 
from,  and  one  or  two  others.  They  would  not  go  out  alone,  and,  I 
think,  they  took  practically  the  entire  company. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  How  long  did  they  keep  them  that  time? 
Mr.  Field.  I  think  about  two  or  three  days. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  the  condition  of  those  Indians  at  that 
time  when  they  left  ? 

Mr.  P^iELD.  They  were  drunk,  and  in  fact  I  do  not  think  that  com- 
l^any  of  12  Indians  were  voluntarily  sober  at  any  time  from  the 
time  that  Grimes  and  those  people  stmck  that  camp  until  they  finally 
got  their  deeds. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  see  that  man  Murdock  there,  who  the 
Grimes  people  took  down  as  interpreter? 

Mr.  Field.  Henry  Murdock  ?  i  es,  sir ;  he  was  there  the  first  day 
I  got  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  his  condition  ? 

Mr.  Field.  He  was  drunk  and  insulting  and  wanted  to  fight;  he 
was  abusive  in  the  extreme. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  am  asking  you  if  he  was  armed  ? 
Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  every  one  armed — that  is,  all  those 
boys  that  Grimes  was  dealing  with. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  this  Murdock  boy  pretend  to  be  an  officer  of 
any  kind  for  the  Mexican  Government,  a  deputy  or  policeman  ? 

Mr.  Field.  I  do  not  know  that  he  claimed  to  be  an  ofiicer  or  deputy, 
but  he  was  making  some  very  loud  threats. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  has  a  brother;  did  he  afterwards  appear  as 
an  officer? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  he  appeared  as  an  officer  at  the  time  Conine 
and  those  people  were  taking  these  people  out  of  camp. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  heard  the  mother  of  these  Murdock  boys  say 
that  it  was  not  her  intention  to  sell  her  land  ? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  her  say  it  at  the  camp  two  or  three 
times  prior  to  that  raid  that  she  had  no  intention  whatever  of  selling 
her  land.  She  came  in  and  signed  the  roll  that  Bentley  was  pre- 
paring; she  wanted  to  stay  with  the  people,  and  she  wanted  protec- 
tion because  the  Grimes  people  were  after  her  and  she  was  afraid 
that  they  would  work  in  some  way  to  steal  her  name,  as  she  put  it. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Xow  as  to  this  second  time;  you  say  the  Indians 
were  drinking  then  ? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  they  were  away  about  four  days? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  'Wlien  did  they  come  back  and  what  was  their 
condition  ? 

Mr.  Field.  The  same ;  it  was  constantly  the  same. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  when  the  man  came  back  who 
had  sold  his  land  for  $1,700  and  the  money  was  stolen  from  him 
the  same  night? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  Ah-ten-y-tuck.  T  do  not  remember 
the  amount,  but  I  remember  the  boy  or  young  man.  He  came  in  at 
night. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  came  back  to  camp  with  him,  if  you  know! 

Mr.  Field.  I  think  it  was  Al  Brown. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  Cal  Moore. 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir ;  and  possibly  Conine  came  to  the  camp,  but 
I  do  not  think  Conine  stayed  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  knew  the  next  morning  that  the  young  man^s 
money  was  missing? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  he  came  to  Mr.  Bentley  and  myself.  I  think 
Mr.  Bentley  was  there,  and  said,  I  think  his  statement  was  that  he 
brought  back  $900  and  put  it  in  his  trimk,  or  under  his  head,  I  am 
not  certain  which,  and  when  he  woke  up  in  the  morning  it  was  gone. 
He  had  not  slept  that  night  at  his  own  place  where  he  usually  slept 
He  was  drunk  when  he  came  into  the  camp.  It  appears  that  they 
had  stopped  one  day  at  Barroteran  and  had  been  gambling  and 
drinking  at  a  veiy  disreputable  resort. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  there  when  any  other  Indians  were 
taken  over? 

Mr.  Field.  I  think  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  Mr.  Allen  was  not  present  when  the  evidence  was 
taken  while  the  committee  was  away,  and  you  want  to  explain  now 
to*  the  committee  what  you  mean  by  the  Bentley  roll  that  Mrs. 
Murdock  was  signing? 

Mr.  Field.  The  roll  was  taken  of  those  Indians  who  desired  to 
remain  in  Mexico,  and  put  their  land  into  a  pool  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  new  land  in  Mexico.  Every  Indian  in  the  camp  signed 
that  roll,  and  signed  it  voluntarily;  some  wanted  to  sign  whom  the 
Indians  would  not  permit  to  do  so. 

Senator  Ci^rtis.  You  say  you  were  acting  all  the  time  as  attorney 
for  these  Indians? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  employment  for  those  Indians 
other  than  that  given  you  by  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Field.  At  the  request  of  the  Indians  years  ago  I  had  been 
acting  for  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  do  you  mean  by  years  ago? 

Mr.  Field.  About  17  years  ago. 

Senator  Curtis.  Had  you  been  acting  for  those  Indians  more  or 
less  for  17  years? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Since  Mr.  Bentlcy  has  been  with  them,  I  mean, 
acting  as  their  agent  or  special  agent  for  the  Government,  is  it  not  a 
fact  that  he  has  paid  you  your  fees? 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Bentley,  while  he  was  special  agent  for 
the  Government,  never  paid  me  a  dollar. 

Senator  Curtis.  Has  he  paid  you  any  since  that  time? 

Mr.  Field.  On  that  one  trip  to  Mexico  and  another  trip  he  paid 
my  expenses. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  undei^tand  he  did  that  for  himself  or 
for  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Field.  For  the  Indians. 

The  Chairman.  Who  paid  the  balance? 

Mr.  Field.  I  paid  it. 

The  Chairman.  Yourself? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  hard  up  at  the  time ;  money  was  close. 

The  Chair^ian.  That  is,  Bentley  f 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  been  associated  pretty  closely  with  Mr. 
Bentley  ever  since  he  was  agent,  have  you  not? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir ;  in  this  way ;  because  of  our  hainng,  I  suppose, 
practically  the  same  kind  of  ideas  for  these  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  assisted  him  in  securing  the  removal  of  the 
restriction  on  the  first  seven  allotments  as  provided  in  the  amend- 
ment that  was  put  in  the  Senate  bill? 

Mr.  Field.  Ties,  sir;  I  did  what  I  could.       * 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  were  you  working  for  then? 

Mr.  Field.  The  Kickapoos. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  under  their  employ  ? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  paid  for  your  work  at  that  time? 

Mr.  FirxD.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  never  have  been  paid  for  it  ? 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  was  it  not  your  .object  and  that  of  Mr. 
Bentley,  when  you  secured  the  removal  of  the  restrictions  to  remove 
those  Indians  or  get  them  in  Mexico — I  understand  they  were  already 
there? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir.  The  object  was  to  permit  them  to  stay  in 
Mexico,  or  to  enable  them  to  stay  in  Mexico.  It  had  been  their  desire 
always  to  go  back  and  stop  there. 

Senator  Curtis.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  and  Mr.  Bentley  both 
have  advised  the  Indians  that  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  go  to 
Mexico  than  to  stay  in  the  United  States? 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  the  other  way. 

Senator  Curtis.  As  to  youi-self  or  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Field.  As  to  both  up  until  about  the  time  that  they  moved. 

Senator  Curtis.  When  was  that? 

Mr.  Field.  I  think  it  was  about  four  years  ago. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  that  is  the  time  that  the  Indians  meant,  who 
were  examined  in  Eagle  Pass,  Texas,  and  Douglas,  Arizona,  when 
they  said  they  went  four  years  ago? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Why  did  you  advise  them  to  go  to  Mexico  then?       i 

Mr.  Field.  I  never  advised  them  to  go  to  Mexico. 

Senator  Ctktis.  Why  did  Mr.  BentTey? 

Mr.  Field.  The  conditions  got  so  in  Oklahoma  that  it  was  appar- 
ently impossible  for  them  to  stay  there  any  longer. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  was  your  understanding  with  Mr.  Bentley 
or  the  Indians  as  to  the  amount  of  pay  you  should  have  out  of  these 
seven  allotments? 

Mr.  Field.  Nothing  at  all — that  is,  no  understanding  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  expected  to  get  pay,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Field.  I  expected  to  get  pay  when  the  matter  was  finally  set- 
tled up  for  tliem  ir  they  had  enough  left  to  pay  me. 

Senator  ("i  ktjs.  You  Iniow  those  seven  allotments  were  worth 
seventy-five  to  one  hiuidred  thousand  dollars,  do  you  not? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  but  at  that  time  the  intention  was  to  purchase 
the  Pedro  Blanco  Kanch,  and  it  would  have  taken  $00,000  to  75,000 
to  make  the  cash  payment. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Mexican  or  gold? 

Mr.  Field.  (lold;  to  make  a  sufficient  payment  on  the  ranch  to  rfe- 
cure  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Would  it  not  have  been  dangerous  to  have  bought 
that  land  for  them  if  they  only  had  property  worth  $75,000  to 
$100,000. 

Mr.  FiEij).  I  tliink  not,  because  there  were  cattle  enough  on  the 
ranch  that  could  hate  been  sold  to  have  practically  or  very  nearly 
paid  the  ranch  out. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  aided  and  assisted  in  getting  the  items  that 
were  attached  on  the  Senate  side  to  the  appropriation  bill  in  1000, 
did  you  not,  that  afterwards  became  a  law  on  the  21st  of  June,  190^)? 

Mr.  Field.  I  do  not  think  I  had  much  to  do  with  that.  I  ap- 
peared before  the  committee  and  told  what  I  knew  of  the  situation, 
but  outside  of  that  I  do  not  know 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  it  not  your  intention  to  get  the  Indians  to 
Mexico  when  that  item  was  put  in  there? 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir;  when  that  item  was  put  in  there  it  was  aimed 
at  these  Kickapoos  who  were  there  in  Mexico  and  those  who  were 
left  behind  belonging  to  the  same  families,  relatives.  A  few  Caddos 
and  Shawnees  and  Delawares,  who  had  been  in  Mexico  off  and  on 
for  the  last  ten  years,  were  also  included. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  paid  for  your  services  during  that  time — 
during  1906? 

Mr.  Field.  In  this  matter  of  securing  the  legislation  ? 

Senator  Curtis.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Field.  There  has  been  no  pay. 

Senator  Curtis.  At  whose  request  did  you  stay  here  and  appear 
before  the  committee,  Mr.  Bentley's  or  the  Indians? 

Mr.  Field.  I  live  here. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  know  what  I  mean;  at  whose  request  did 
you  take  an  interest  in  it  and  appear  before  the  committee? 

Mr.  FiEiiD.  It  was  both  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Bentley  and  at  the 
request  of  the  Kickapoos.  I  was  in  constant  communication  with 
Wah-pe-che-qua,  Okemah,  and  two  or  three  others. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  any  deeds  for  any  of  this  property? 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir. 
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Senator  Curtis.  How  much  of  the  land  do  you  expect  to  get,  if 
any  ? 

Mr.  Field.  None  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then  you  were  working  wholly  for  a  financial 
payment  that  you  expected  to  be  made  to  you  later  on? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  and  from  the  desire  to  accomplish  the  pur- 
pose that  was  originally  started  by  the  Indians. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  understood  you  to  say  a  minute  ago  that  you 
and  Mr.  Bentley  were  in  perfect  accord  with  reference  to  your 
opinions  as  to  fliese  Indians  m  Mexico.     Is  that  right? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  no  deeds,  nor  has  any  member  of  your 
family  any  deed  to  the  lands  ? 

Mr.  FiEij>.  No,  sir;  not  at  all. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  ever  taken  a  deed  from  these  Indians? 

Mr.  FiEij).  I  never  have. 

Senator  Curtis.  An  unrecorded  deed? 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir;  I  never  have. 

The  Chairman.  Mr.  Field,  how  long  have  you  known  these  In- 
dians ? 

Mr.  FiEU).  Since  the  fall  of  1889. 

The  Chairman.  State  what  your  opportunities  of  observation 
have  l)een  with  reference  to  their  character,  wants,  etc. 

^Ir.  FiEiJ).  Well,  iiniuediately  after  I  went  to  Oklahoma  I  hunted 
and  fished  considerable,  and  did  so  on  their  reservation. 

The  Chairman.  Did  you  live  in  Oklahoma? 

Mr.  Field.    Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  How  many  years? 

Mr.  Field.  I  went  there  in  the  spring  of  the  opening  and  remained 
there  with  my  family  until  eight  years  ago. 

The  Chairman.  State  what  opportunities  you  had  to  observe  these 
people. 

Mr.  Field.  At  the  opening  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  Reservation  I  took 
a  homestead  on  the  east  line  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  country,  next  to  the 
Creek  line.  In  traveling  to  and  from  that  I  passed  through  the 
Kickapoo  Reservation.  I  went  out  each  week,  usually  leaving  Okla- 
homa City  Friday  night  and  returning  on  Monday  morning,  and  I 
invariably  camped  in  the  Kickapoo  country  every  night  going  and 
every  night  returning,  and  I  always  saw  the  Indians.  1  camped  near 
their  village. 

The  Chairman.  When  did  you  first  commence  looking  after  their 
interests  as  their  attorney  or  otherwise?  Was  it  whife  you  lived 
down  there? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  in  1891,  immediately  after  the  attempt  to 
make  that  treaty ;  immediately  after  the  council  I  think  it  was — well, 
no,  I  would  say  a  little  after;  it  was  in  the  fall  after  the  council  was 
held  at  Wellston. 

The  Chairman.  The  Jerome  Council,  as  it  is  sometimes  called? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir.  The  first  real  acquaintance  I  had  with  them 
was  about  that  time.     I  was  present  at  the  council  at  Wellston. 

The  CHAiR3fAN.  How  did  you  come  to  be  at  the  council? 

Mr.  Field.  I  was  hunting  at  that  time  with  a  nephew  of  mine, 
and  I  had  my  two  or  three  little  children  and,  I  think,  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Warren  with  me.    We  stopped  there.    The  Indian  council 
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was  a  curiosity  to  us  and  we  stopped  to  see  it.  The  Indians  at  that 
time  were  represented  bv  the  blind  chief,  who  did  practically  all  the 
talking — Wah-pah-ma-sha-wah.  The  making  of  the  treaty  was  very 
strongly  opposed,  and  finally  they  voted.  They  drew  a  line  on 
the  ground  and  those  who  voted  for  it  were  to  go  on  the  west  sitle 
of  the  line,  and  those  who  voted  against  it  were  to  stay  on  the  eai^ 
side  of  the  line.  Kickapoo  Johnson,  as  he  was  known — I  think  he 
was  a  Pottawatomie,  or  half-breed,  and  his  two  boys  voted  for  the 
treaty.  I  think  Joe  Whipple  attempted  to  vote,  but  they  would 
not  let  him,  because  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  tribe,  at  least  they 
contended  he  was  not.  He  finally  did  not  vote,  and  the  coimcil 
adjourned  with  the  result  that  the  treaty  was  defeated. 

The  Chairman.  Were  those  two  men  the  only  men  who  voted  for 
the  treaty? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman.  All  the  rest  voted  the  other  way,  did  they? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir.  I  next  visited  the  Kickapoos  at  a  council  in 
about  1892,  which  was  after  the  treaty  had  been  ratified.  At  that 
time  they  were  all  stirred  up  over  the  proposition  of  allotment. 
Moses  Xeal  had  come  there  to  allot  them,  and  m  that  council  I  think 
every  male  adult  Kickapoo  was  present  with  the  exception  of  nine  or 
ten,  who  were  known  at  that  time  as  the  progressive  element.  The>e 
nine  or  ten  stood  by  the  treaty  and  were  accepting  allotments.  After- 
wards, when  the  payment  of  money  came,  they  succeeded  in  getting 
a  greater  number  to  take  the  money.  Noten  was  one  of  those.  Xoten 
was  known  as  a  kicker,  but  he  took  his  money  later  and  became  a 
progressive,  and  I  think  three  or  four  others,  possibly  five  or  six, 
who  were  at  that  council.  The  burden  of  the  talk  of  the  Kickapoos 
at  that  time  was  going  to  Mexico.  They  were  going  to  go  at  once  at 
that  time.  Tliey  said  they  were  going  to  saddle  their  ponies  and 
strike  right  out  without  waiting  for  anything.  They  had  been 
through  Texas,  and  knew  the  country,  and  were  going  again.  I 
persuaded  them  they  ought  not  to  do  so ;  they  had  only  recently  been 
Drought  back.  That  they  had  not  accepted  allotment,  and  if  they 
started  out  to  cross  the  country  the  troops  would  be  upon  them  and 
there  would  be  difficulty.  They  finally  consented  to  remain,  and  did 
remain.  Later,  after  the  allotments  were  made  and  about  the  time 
the  coimtry  was  opened  to  settlement,  a  lot  of  school  land  was  taken 
by  the  St^e  or  by  the  Territory.  The  place  where  they  were  located 
was  on  Deep  Fork,  and  they  had  gone  there  the  time  of  the  allotment, 
all  of  them,  and  left  their  fields  on  the  North  Fork.  The  land  was 
selected  as  school  land.  It  had  been  leased  to  some  cattlemen, 
and  they  were  very  anxious  to  get  possession.  The  governor 
of  the  Territory  had  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  deliver  possession  and  get  the  Indians  off.  A  request  at  that  time 
had  either  been  made  or  was  about  to  be  made  for  troops  to  be  sent 
from  Fort  Reno  to  put  them  off.  I  met  the  governor  one  day  in 
Guthrie,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  could  not  go  out  there  in  order  to 
avoid  the  difficulty  and  see  if  they  would  not  mover  I  went  over, 
and  they  said  they  would  not  move  unless  they  could  get  an  agent  of 
their  own.  Arrangements  were  made,  and  a  delegation  came  here  to 
Washington.  They  finally  got  to  President  Cleveland  after  con- 
siderable difficulty.  They  were  not  well  received  by  the  Indian 
Office  on  account  of  their  attitude ;  they  were  known  as  Kickers,  and 
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they  were  the  hardest  kickers  then  in  the  United  States.  Assistant 
Commissioner  Smith,  it  seemed  at  that  time,  was  the  dominating 
factor,  and  he  had  been  in  Guthrie  years  before. 
The  CHAiR3rAN.  Who  was  the  Commissioner? 
'Mr.  Field.  Browning.  Smith  had  known  these  Indians  and  evi- 
dently had  no  love  for  them.  The  result  was  that  they  were  prac- 
tically ordered  out  of  the  Indian  Office.  Mr.  Beveridge,  who  kept 
a  "boarding  place,  was  instructed  practically  to  put  them  into  tne 
street  and  not  to  furnish  them  an^^hing.  They  went  to  President 
Cleveland,  at  the  White  House,  and  the  private"  secretary  told  them 
the  President  was  too  busy  to  see  them.  One  of  the  itickapoos,  a 
persistent  man,  an  uncle  of  Johnny  Mine  and  Okema,  said  in  reply, 
''  You  go  back  and  tell  the  President  that  we  were  here  first."  The 
secretary  said,  "  Why,  that  will  make  him  very  angry,  and  he  will 
tell  me  to  turn  you  fellows  out  of  the  house."  The  old  man  said, 
'•  We  will  take  our  chances;  you  go  in  and  tell  him  that  we  are 
red  men  and  we  were  here  first."  The  secretary  went  inside  and 
came  out  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  and  said,  ^'  Walk  in."  They 
went  in  and  told* the  President  their  troubles,  and  told  him  prac- 
tically that  the}^  would  go  on  their  allotments  if  Mr.  Bentley  was 
appomted  their  agent.  Mr.  Bentley  was  appointed  after  some 
difficulty. 

The  Chairman.  Where  was  the  difficul^? 

Mr.  Field.  The  difficulty  was  at  the  Indian  Office.  They  con- 
tended there  >yas  no  authority  for  such  an  appointment,  but  the 
President  seemed  to  think  that  the  circumstances  demanded  some- 
thing extraordinary,  and  he  finally  directed  the  appointment  after  a 
delay  of  two  or  three  weeks.  During  the  entire  time  I  have  known 
the  Kickapoos  they  have  been  constantly  discussing  the  Mexican 
movement.  Years  ago,  after  Mr.  Bentley  was  first  appointed,  he 
and  I  discussed  the  situation  and  he  maintained,  possibly  more 
strongly  than  I  did,  that  it  would  be  a  great  deal  better  for  them 
to  remain  in  the  United  States.  He  went  down  and  saw  Mexico  at 
one  time  and  came  back  and  told  them  that  it  was  a  desert,  that 
they  could  not  live  there,  and  I  think  he  f^ave  the  Mexican  country 
as  black  an  eye  as  anybody  could.  They  simply  laughed  at  him  and 
told  him  they  knew  all  about  it,  that  the  part  of  the  country  he  had 
seen  was  a  desert,  but  they  knew  that  there  was  also  a  good  country 
there.  He  finally  succeeded  in  getting  them  to  go  on  their  allot- 
ments, and  I  think  that  he  had  the  idea  for  several  years  that  he  was 
going  to  I)e  able  to  work  them  out  of  their  desire  to  go  to  Mexico; 
but  finally  Pah-ko-tah  got  into  trouble,  Okema's  wife's  father  died 
in  Mexico,  the  white  people  began  to  steal  their  mules,  they  were 
arrested  and  put  into  jail  for  nothing,  and  they  got  up  and  left. 

The  Chairman.  I  want  to  know  if  you  understand  the  reason  why 
the  Kickapoo  Indians  so  steadily  insisted  that  they  w'ould  not  take  al- 
lotments; what  is  it  that  governs  them  and  what  is  their  idea  about 
it?     I  think  I  know,  but  I  would  like  you  to  state. 

Mr.  Field.  A  Cheyenne  Indian  told  me  once:  "  If  we  are  allotted 
we  get  each  one  of  us  a  little  piece  of  land.  Our  hope  is  to  increase 
in  numbers  and  if  we  increase  then  everyone  of  the  people  bom  will 
be  a  pauper.  We  can  not  raise  any  more  children  after  we  have 
been  allotted,  for  our  children  can  not  get  any  more  land.  We  have 
got  to  die  off  to  make  our  people  rich,  and  we  do  not  want  to  die." 
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That  was  a  Cheyenne's  analysis  of  the  allotment  proposition-  ^  Tlur 
real  reason  probably  of  the  majority  of  the  Indians  is  their  relimou- 
ideas,  that*the  land  and  the  water  and  the  air  belong  to  the  Gr^t 
Spirit,  and  that  if  they  cut  it  up  a  curse  will  fall  upon  them.  Thej 
point  to  the  rapid  decrease  of  the  several  tribes  who  have  been  allot- 
ted, who  have  adopted  the  white  man's  ways,  as  a  proof  of  their 
belief.  The  Kickapoos,  for  instance,  said :  "  ^^^len  we  were  broii^t 
up  from  Mexico  we  were  more  than  400 ;  we  are  now  200.  The  peo- 
ple who  were  left  behind  in  Mexico  and  permitted  to  follow  the  old 
way  were  200 ;  they  are  now  600 ; "  and  no  other  argument  can  he 
produced  to  combat  that  kind  of  a  statement  of  the  facts. 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  not  a  fact,  Mr.  Field,  that  they  regard  it  a.^ 
sacrilegious  to  cut  u,p  the  land  into  small  pieces? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 
.  The  Chairman.  I  have  heard  an  Indian  say  more  than  once  that 
"  The  earth  is  my  mother;  I  could  not  divide  my  mother."" 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  one  circumstance  at  Muzquiz  I  would 
like  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  committee  to.  The  night  Mr. 
Bentley  was  released  from  jail,  and,  by  the  way,  Mr.  Guajardo  said 
he  never  knew  of  his  being  in  jail 

The  Chairman.  Yes,  he  said  so. 

Mr.  Field.  Before  I  go  on  with  the  circumstance  I  was  about  to 
relate,  T  will  say  that  Mr.  Guajardo  was  constantly  at  the  city  hall — 
that  is,  the  same  building  the  jail  is  in — and  that  I  was  present  at 
two  or  three  conversations  between  him  and  ]Mr.  Bentley,  while  Mr. 
Bentley  was  in  jail.     I  talked  with  Guajardo  myself  on  the  street 
and  asked  him  wliy  he  was  there  the  first  night  after  his  arrest, 
and  Mr.  Guarjardo  replied  that  he  had  caused  his  ari-est   at  Mr. 
Outcelt's  request,  and  that  lie  did  not  know  the  reason  of  it ;  that  he 
was  detaining  him  until  Mi\  Outcelt  came  in ;  that  he  expected  him 
the  next  day.     The  evening  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  arrested  two  or 
three  coaches  prepared  to  go  to  the  Indian  camp — I  mean  the  even- 
ing he  was  dismissed  two  or  three  coaches  prepared  to  go  to  the 
Indian   camp.     Tliey  were   standing  in   front   of  the   saloon  over 
which  Mr.  Outcelt  had  his  room — it  has  been  called  a  hotel.    Mr. 
Grimes,  I  think,  and  one  of  the  employees  of  the  saloon  came  out 
each  with  an  armful  of  mescal  bottles,  not  three  or  four,  but  piled 
up  as  a  man  would  stack  up  stove  wood  on  his  arm.     I  would  say 
that  each   man   had  two  dozen  bottles.     They  put  them  into  the 
coach  imder  the  seat.     Chapman  was  in  one  seat  of  the  front  coach, 
on  the  right-hand  side,  and  Mr.  Grimes  picked  up  an  Indian  woman, 
with  a  li'ttle  assistance  from  Conine,  and  actually  threw  her  into  the 
seat,  right  over  on  top  of  Chapman. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  was  Rachael  Kirk,  was  it  not? 

Mr.  Field.  I  am  not  certain  whether  it  was  Rachael  Kirk  or  a 
woman  who  was  with  them  very  frequently:  I  do  not  know  her 
name.  The  man  who  was  going  to  drive  got  up  beside  them,  I  am 
not  certain  whether  that  was  Cal  Moore  or  Grimes.  Standing  on 
the  corner  right  next  to  the  coach  was  Mr.  Outcelt.  Mr.  Bix)wn 
was  there,  and  practically  the  whole  company  of  white  men.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  street  stood  Mi*s.  15entlej%  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iken- 
berry.  a  man  by  the  name  of  Harris,  from  Chicago,  a  traveling  nian, 
myself,  and  a  number  of  Mexicans.     The  gentleman  from  Chicago 
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made  a  very  strong  statement  as  th  the  situation;  he  said,  as  near 
as  I  can  recollect  it,  with  two  or  three  oaths,  that  he  would  never 
a«:ain,  in  a  foreigm  country  or  elsewhere,  boast  that  he  was  an  Amer- 
ican citizen,  unless  the  United  States  authorities  righted  this  out- 
raire. 

Senator  Cuktis.  Was  Mr.  Ikenberiy  one  of  the  men  who  testified 
here  ? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  he  testified  at  Shawnee.  The  Mexicans,  one 
of  them,  spoke  up  in  Spanish  and  said,  "And  is  this  the  boasted  pro- 
tection of  the  American  Government  to  its  citizens?  "  As  a  conse- 
quence, at  that  time  at  Muzquiz,  along  the  railroad  between  there  and 
Eagle  Pass,  and  in  fact  down  to  Monclova  and  at  Monclova,  wher- 
ever an  Indian  appeared  on  the  street  you  would  hear  some  slurring 
remark  about  the  United  States  and  its  treatment  of  the  Indians. 
The  situation  of  affaii-s  there,  in  fact,  made  the  United  States  a 
laughing  stock  among  the  Mexicans,  because  it  was  known  univer- 
sally that  a  quarrel  had  gi'own  up  between  two  Departments  of  the 
United  States  Government;  it  was  so  stated  by  Guajardo  in  a  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Bent  ley  and  myself,  and  with  that  quarrel  he  said 
he  had  nothing  to  do. 

The  Chairman.  What  did  he  mean  by  that? 

Mr.  Field.  It  meant  that  he  had  read  the  Congressional  Record. 
He  said  it  was  apparent  that  the  Senate  and  Congress  intended  Mr. 
Bentley  to  do  just  what  he  was  attempting  to  do,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  Department  that  had  control  of  the  Indians  apparently 
seemed  to  Ik?  opposed  to  that  policy  and  that  officers  had  been  sent 
there.  They  had  come  to  him  with  their  credentials  and  he  was 
acting  under  their  instructions.  He  all  the  time  put  the  blame  for 
all  of  his  actions  and  all  the  persecution  by  the  police  officers  of  the 
Kickapoos  uix)n  the  United  States,  saying  he  was  doing  it  at  the 
request 

The  Chairman.  At  whose  request? 

Mr.  Field.  At  the  request  of  the  officials  of  the  United  States 
Government.  At  the  time  of  the  trial  of  Mr.  Bentley  in  Muzquiz, 
Grimes,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Conine,  and  all  those  people  were 
admitted  freely  to  the  court  room ;  they  went  in  and  out  constantly 
with  Mr.  Out  celt;  they  went  and  came  together  and  were  consulting 
together  constantly,  biit  friends  of  Mr.  Bentley,  or  any  person  con- 
nected with  him  in  any  manner,  or  any  one  of  the  Indians  other  than 
the  five  or  six  known  to  be  Grimes's  men  could  not  pass  the  door. 

The  Chairman.  They  could  not  go  in? 

Mr.  Field.  Xo,  sir;  they  could  not  go  in  at  all.  The  statement  has 
been  made  before  the  committee  that  these  Americans  all  mingled 
on  the  plaza  during  this  time.  The  jail  fronted  the  plaza  and  I  have 
no  recollection  whatever  during  the  time  Mr.  Bentley  was  in  jail  of 
ever  having  seen  one  of  the  Grimes  people  or  Mr.  Outcelt  in  the 
plaza  during  the  daytime.  The  seats  in  the  plaza  during  the  entire 
time  were  occupied  principally  by  the  Kickapoos  and  by  those  white 
people  who  were  entirely  independent  of  the  Grimes  clique — the  old- 
timers  who  were  there,  cow^  men  and  miners  sat  there  on  these  seats. 
The  Kickapoos  would  come  in  the  morning  and  stay  all  day;  some 
of  them  would,  renuiin  in  town  over  night.  There  was  no  mingling 
of  the  white  people  either  of  those  connected  with  Bentley  or  those 
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who  had  been  in  Mexico  for  yerfi's  with  the  Grimes  people  with  the 
sole  exception  of  one  man — Al  Noble. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  telegraphing 
by  Grimes  or  any  of  the  others? 

Mr.  Field.  On  the  night  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  i-eleased  from  jail 
I  went  to  the  telegraph  office  to  send  a  telegram ;  I  went  in  company 
with  Mr.  Ikenberry.  'WTien  we  went  into  the  office  Mr.  Grimes  and 
Mr.  Outcelt  were  there,  busily  engaged  in  drawing  a  telegram;  they 
were  so  engrossed  with  it  that  they  did  not  notice  that  we  came  in. 
We  wrote  our  telegram  and  went  out  without  their  ever  having 
raised  their  heads  enough  above  their  paper  to  see  us. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  there  was  nothing  very  strange  about  the 
Outcelt  people  and  the  Grimes  people  being  together  that  night, 
was  there,  or  Mr.  Outcelt  being  on  the  street  corner  ?  That  occurred 
at  the  saloon  which  was  under  the  hotel  where  he  boarded,  did  it 
not? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  think  there  was  anything  strange 
about  it;  it  was  in  perfect  accord  with  all  the  incidents  that  had 
taken  place  since  the  arrival  of  these  people  there.  They  had  been  in 
company  constantly. 

Senator  Ci;rti8.  Both  parties  were  trying  to  get  rid  of  Bentley — 
that  is,  he  was  claiming  that  Bentley  interfered  wijth  the  getting  of 
depositions  and  the  other  fellows  claimed  that  Bentley  interfered 
with  their  getting  deeds? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  So  the  object  of  both  was  to  get  rid  of  Bentley? 

Mr.  FiEiJD.  Yes,  sir.  They  evidently  had  a  common  purix)se  and  it 
was  apparent  to  everybody  that  Outcelt  made  no  attempt  whatever 
to  make  an  investigation  or  to  ^t  statements  from  the  Indians:  he 
had  ample  opportunity  at  any  time.  I  talked  with  him  in  the  plaza 
the  first  day  I  was  at  Muzquiz,  or  the  second,  and  had  frequent  talks 
after  that.  I  went  bathing  with  him  while  Mr.  Bentley  was  in  jail, 
and  talked  with  him  frequently.  I  told  him  that  the  deeds  and  all 
the  transfers  and  papers  were  in  the  Border  National  Bank  at  Eagle 
Pass,  and  that  he  was  perfectly  free  to  go  and  examine  them  at  any 
time;  that  if  he  wanted  to  take  the  statement  of  Okoma  or  any  other 
of  those  people  that  there  would  not  be  the  slightest  objection  to  it, 
biit  he  never  made  a  move  of  any  kind  to  take  the  statement  of  any 
person  during  the  thirty  days  I  was  in  Mexico. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  did  take  some  statements  in  his  office,  did  he 
not? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir ;  of  Mack  Johnson  and  those  people  who  were 
in  the  employ  of  {Jrimes,  but  not  of  those  seven  people. 

Senator  Ci-rtis.  Did  he  not  claim  to  have  statements  from  the 
seven,  or  four  or  five  of  the  seven,  which  he  puts  in  the  record? 
They  did  not  sign  then? 

If r.  Field.  Yes,  sir ;  but  he  claims  they  were  made  about  the  time 
those  deeds  were  taken  at  Guajardo's  house  and  they  say  they  never 
made  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  sure  about  that? 

Mr.  Field.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  his  report  shows  that  those  were  taken 
about  the  15th  dav  of  Julv.  The  deeds  were  not  taken  at  Guajardo'S 
house  until  the  21st  or  22d.  The  21st  or  22d  of  July,  and  on  the 
14th 
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Senator  Curtis.  He  left  there  for  home  on  the  25th  or  26th,  did 
he  not? 

Mr.  Field.  The  29th.  On  the  14th  day  of  July  the  record  shows 
that  they  had  the  Indians  at  Guajardo's  house  and  that  he  was  pres- 
ent at  that  time,  and  he  claims  that  that  was  the  place  where  he  made 
the  speech  telling  them  not  to  sell  their  land.  His  report  shows  that 
on  the  14th  or  ir)th  he  got  statements  from  those  Indians,  but  that 
they  refused  to  sign  the  statements,  and  from  the  time  he  reached 
there  until  the  time  I  left  there  had  been  no  attempt  at  any  investi- 
§:ation,  and  during  the  time  w^e  were  at  the  camp  there  was  never  any 
objection  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bentley  or  on  the  part  of  the  Kickapoos 
to  going  to  Muzquiz  and  making  any  statement  to  him  that  the  truth 
would  warrant.  The  Kickapoos  did  object  to  their  coming  to  the 
camp.  The  statemAt  from  Ah-kis-kuck  is  dated  the  same  day  the 
deeds  were  taken,  July  21. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  wish  to  ask  any  questions,  Mr.  Allen? 

Mr.  Allen.  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Field  if  he  ever  had  any  con- 
tract with  the  Kickapoo  tribe  for  services  as  attorney? 

Mr.  Field.  No;  I  never  did,  if  you  mean  an  approved  contract. 

Mr.  Allen.  Yes. 

Mr.  Field.  No,  sir ;  I  never  did. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

J.  H.  EVEREST,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as 
follows : 

Senator  Curtis.  State  your  name  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Everest.  J.  II.  Everest. 

Senator  Curtis.  Where  do  you  live? 

Mr.  Everest.  Oklahoma  city. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Oklahoma? 

Mr.  Everest.  Since  May,  1889. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  j^our  profession? 

Mr.  Everest.  Lawyer. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  practicing  law  in  Okla- 
homa? 

Mr.  Everest.  Since  the  organic  act  of  May  2,  1890. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  Martin  J.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  met  Mr.  Bentley  at  the  time  the  Sac  and  Fox 
country  opened,  in  September,  1891. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  have  heard  testimony  here  in  reference  to 
the  cancellation  of  certain  double  allotments  to  Indians.  I  wish  you 
would  state  to  the  committee  how  many  cases  of  that  kind  you  have 
been  interested  in  in  Oklahoma. 

Mr.  E\"EREST.  Double  and  erroneous  allotments,  I  should  judge  I 
filed  all  together  sixty  or  seventy  cases,  and  was  probably  successful 
in  securing  cancellation  in  thirty  or  forty  instances. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  of  those  cases  were  for  lands  of  the 
Kicking  Kickapoos,  or  the  Big  Jim  band  of  Shawnees? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  only  recollect  three  cases  or  groups  of  cases  involv- 
ing those  bands. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  You  mean  three  all  told? 

Mr.  Emcrest.  There  was  a  group  of  cases  in  which  there  was  several 
allotments  involved.     It  was  an  American  Shawnee  family,  I  think. 
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There  was  the  mother  and  perhaps  two  or  three  children  who  had 
double  allotments,  one  set  at  Shawnee  and  the  other  at  Choctaw  city 
on  the  Canadian  bottom.  Those  were  Kickapoos,  I  think,  and  we 
procured  the  cancellation  of  one  set  of  them ;  that  is,  I  did,  through 
my  associates,  and  tlien  there  was  the  Cowse  case  which  I  believe 
was  a  Shawnee  case. 

Senator  Cuktis.  How  many  of  those  cases  was  Mr.  Bentley  inter- 
ested in? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  do  not  know  what  cases  he  was  directly  interested 
in.  I  did  not  know  until  this  investigation  he  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  Hampton  case,  any  more  than  his  report  indicated  as  Indian 
agent.     I  did  not  know  him  personally  in  any  of  the  cases. 

Seat  or  Curtis.  You  did  not? 

Mr.  Evi<:rest.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  in  refer- 
ence to  either  of  them  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  had  conversations  about  some  of  them;  yes,  sir; 
officially,  endeavoring  to  find  out  what  the  facts  were.  Probably  I 
had  communications  either  personally  or  by  letter  in  nearly  all  of 
them,  because  I  applied  to  his  office  for  information. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  divide  your  fees  in  those  cases  with  any 
person  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  think  in  nearly  every  instance  I  had  Washington 
counsel.  Mr.  Howe  was  usually  my  associate  here,  and,  I  think,  Cop 
&  Lock  wood. 

Senator  Curtis.  Who  recommended  Mr.  Howe  to  you? 

Mr.  Everest.  Nobody.  We  practiced  together  at  Kingfisher  be- 
fore the  organic  act  passed,  and  in  Oklahoma  City.  Then,  after  he 
moved  here,  I  chose  him  on  account  of  my  personal  relations  with 
him. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  what  you  knew  of  him? 

iMr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtts.  Was  he  ever  recommended  to  you  by  Mr.  Bentley 
or  anyone  connected  with  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  know  this  man  Rodkey? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Were  you  well  acquainted  with  him? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  known  him? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  can  not  say  that.  Some  ten  or  twelve  years.  I  do 
not  remember  when  I  first  met  him. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  been  interested  with  him,  or  he  with 
you,  in  any  of  thos(»  cancellation  cases,  or  contest  cases? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  think  in  one  or  two  instances  Mr.  Rodkey  had 
something  to  do  with  the  cases. 

Senator  Ctrtis.  What  cases  were  they? 

Mr.  Everest.  It  occurs  to  me  that  in  the  Claude  Davis  case  that 
Rodkey  had  something  to  do  with  that,  with  respect  to  getting  up 
the  outside  testimony. 

Senator  Ct'rtis.  Who  made  the  contract  with  you  in  that  case, 
Davis? 

Mr.  Everest.  ]My  contract  was  with  Claude  Davis,  through  her 
father,  William  Davis.    That  is  mv  recollection. 
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Senator  Citrtis.  What  was  the  contract?  That  is,  I  mean  how 
miicli  were  they  to  pay  you  in  case  you  should  secure  the  cancel- 
lation? 

Mr.  Everest.  My  recollection  is  that  Davis  deposited  a  thousand 
dollars  in  some  bank  in  Shawnee,  to  be  paid  in  the  event  of  the  suc- 
cessful cancellation  of  that  entry,  and  the  condition  further  that  his 
daughter  should  secure  a  homestead  entry  on  the  land  when  canceled. 
Senator  Curtis.  In  whose  name  was  that  deposit? 
Mr.  Everest.  I  do  not  know :  T  can  not  tell  that.  My  recollection 
is  that  I  made  that  contract  mvself,  and  that  Mr.  Davis  and  I  were 
the  parties,  but  it  might  possibly  be  that  it  was  made  in  the  name  of 
somebody  else.    I  remember  I  made  the  contract. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  Was  it  made  in  Martin  J.  Bentley's  name? 
Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir.  • 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  in  any  way  interested  in  it  ? 
Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  not  until  long  afterwards,  and  he  was  merely 
hired  to  look  up  witnesses  after  he  left  his  office. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  have  any  interCvSt  in  that  thousand  dollars? 
Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  contract  with  him  ?     The  money 
was  to  be  paid  to  you  ? 
Mr.  E\t.rest.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then,  you  know  whether  he  had  or  not? 
]VIr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  he  had  none  through  me.    If  he  had  any  it 
was  through  somebody  else. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  to  receive  any  part  of  that  thousand  dol- 
lars through  anybody  else  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  I  think  the  money  was  to  be  distributed. 
The  outside  man,  I  think,  was  Rodkey,  and  he  was  to  have  a  third. 
I  was  to  have  a  third  and  the  Washington  counsel  was  to  have  a  third 
of  the  thousand  dollars,  less  the  expense.  The  actual  expenses  would 
come  out  first,  looking  after  the  witnesses  and  presenting  the 
testimony. 

Senator  Ci:rtis.  You  sav  vou  had  no  contract  with  Mr.  Bentley 
about  it  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Davis  that  Mr.  Bentley  was  in- 
terested in  it? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  certainly  did  not ;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  Mr.  Rodkey  or  you- together  or  either  of  you 
in  the  presence  of  the  other  talk  about  Mr.  Bentley  having  an  in- 
terest in  it  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  he  have  any  interest  in  it  ? 
Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  he  had.    I  think  I  would  know 
if  he  had.     I  had  charge  of  the  case  until  it  finally  failed. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  consult  Mr.  Bentley  about  drawing  the 
contracts? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir:  my  first  consultation  with  him  occurred 
after  he  had  gone  out  of  office  and  a  hearing  had  been  ordered,  and  I 
applied  for  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses  whose  testimony  he  had 
taken  while  an  employee  of  the  Government.  There  was  some  wit- 
nesses down  in  San  Antonio  somewhere. 
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Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  employ  him  to  secure  that  testimony  for 
you?  J 

Mr.  Everest.  I  talked  with  him  about  it,  and  found  out  what  he 
knew  about  it,  and  recommended  to  Davis  that  he  be  employed. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  employed  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  much  was  paid  him? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  do  not  know.  I  have  been  told  $50.  I  did  not  pay 
the  money  and  do  not  know. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  told  Davis  yourself  to  employ  him  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  I  reconmiended  him.  I  think  Mr.  Howe 
did  also.    I  know  we  recommended  him  by  letter. 

Senator  Curtis.  Were  you  interested  in  the  Hampton  case? 

Mr.  E\'erest.  It  appears  from  these  letters  that  I  received  a  letter 
signed  by  a  man  named  Lynch,  who  was  my  office  man  at  the  time. 
At  that  time  I  was  absent  in  Colorado  but  I  do  not  remember  when  I 
returned  from  Colorado.  I  took  up  the  case  and  got  a  retainer  of  $50 
from  Hampton. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  give  Mr.  Bentley  any  of  it  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  receive  anything  more  than  the  $50? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  we  failed  to  receive  the  cancellation  and  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  it. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  contract  between 
Mr.  Hampton  and  Mr.  Ives  in'connection  with  the  $500  in  the  bank  at 
Shawnee  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  anjrthing  about  that.  My 
contract  was  that  Mr.  Howe  and  I  should  receive  $100  a  piece. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  in  any  of  the  contracts 
you  had  in  which  you  were  employed  by  parties  to  cancel  illegal 
allotments,  you  had  connected  with  you  either  directly  or  indirectly 
Martin  J.  Bentley  ? 

Mr.  E\T2REST.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  pay  him  any  money  of  any  kind  or 
character  ? 

Mr.  Ev-EREST.  I  never  paid  him  a  dollar.  The  money  has  always 
been  coming  the  other  way,  from  Mr.  Bentley. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  had  any  understanding  with  him  to 
divide  vour  fees? 

Mr.  tC\T:REST.  No,  sir;  not  the  money  in  the  cancellation  cases. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  said  that  the  money  had  always  been  coming 
the  other  way ;  what  do  you  mean  by  that  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  have  been  employed  since  this  Kickapoo  land  busi- 
ness came  up  in  a  number  of  suits  in  which  the  title  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bentley  or  Mr.  Ives  has  been  attacked  by  the  Chapman-Grimes- 
Johnson  crowd. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  under  this  act  of  June  21,  1906? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  mean,  then,  by  coming  the  other  way  that 
he  has  employed  you  and  paid  you  as  attorney  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  been  paid  various  fees  by  him,  and 
one  by  Mr.  Ives. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  understanding  or  agreement 
to  divide  fees  with  Mr.  Field  ? 
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Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  had  any  case  in  which 
Mr.  Field  was  associated  with  me.     I  do  not  remember  any  now. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  cases  did  Mr.  Kodkey  assist  you  in  ? 

Mr.  E>'EREST.  Well,  the  only  two  that  I  remember  he  had  anything 
to  do  with  were  this  Davis  case,  and  I  am  not  absolutely  clear  on 
that,  but  I  think  that  was  one  of  the  cases,  and  this  Lyle  case.  I  re- 
member that  Mr.  Rodkey  came  with  Mr.  Lyle  when  he  employed  me. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  contest  was  the  Lyle  controversy  over;  was 
that  Shawnee  or  Kickapoo? 

Mr.  Everest.  That  was  Shawnee,  and  the  land  that  Air.  Bentley 
afterwards  secured  a  filing  on. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  were  the  attorney  in  that  case,  were  you  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  was  the  attorney  of  Mr.  LyJe  up  to  the  time  he 
relinquished.  I  made  up  the  filing  papers  when  the  relinquishment 
to  Mr.  Williams  was  filed. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Did  Mr.  Bentley  pay  you  anything  for  your  serv- 
ices in  that  case?    • 

Mr.  Everest.  Xo,  sir;  not  then.  He  did  pay  me  for  making  out 
Mr.  Williams's  relinquishment  later,  Mr.  Bentley  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  make  out  Bentley's  filing  papers? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  that  was  done  in  my  office. 

Senator  Curtis.  ^Mien? 

Mr.  Everest.  Well,  it  must  have  been  alx>ut  1904. 

Senator  Curtis.  After  his  term  of  office  expired. 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  long  after  his  term  of  office — two  or  three 
years. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  vou  have  dcme  some  work  for  the  Bent- 
leys  in  suits  to  recover  or  in  defending  them  in  cases  brought  by  what 
are  known  as  the  Grimes  people — I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  you,  by 
reason  of  that  employment,  had  been  paid  deeds  to  anv  p^'opeVty  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  >o,  sir;  I  think  there  is  a  deed  standing  in  my  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  not  know  that  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Xo,  sir;  I  am  not  sure  about  what  the  status  of  it  is; 
I  know  that  there  is  one  deed  made  to  me  and  M'hich  came  about  in  this 
way:  In  August,  1900, 1  loaned  Mr.  Bentley  $5,000  to  be  used  in  pay- 
ing for  some  of  this  Indian  land,  that  is  the  use  he  stated  it  was  to  be 
put  to;  that  he  n(*eded  money  to  take  care  of  his  Indians  and  he  was 
getting  deeds  to  his  land  and  when  it  was  sold  it  could  be  used  in  pay- 
ing this  interest.  I  took  his  note  and  a  mortgage  on  a  piece  of  land  of 
240  acres,  and  I  think  he  put  the  deed  to  another  piece  in  my  name.  I 
think  that  is  the  wav  it  stands  on  the  record. 

Senator  Curtis.  l)id  he  sign  a  deed  to  you  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  the  deed  is  among  my  papers.  As  I  have 
never  bought  any  of  that  land  I  concluded  tnat  was  the  reason  it  was 
taken  in  my  name. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  ever  consult  or  talk  with  him  about  it  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  I  consulted  him  recently  about  paying  me, 
but  not  about  that  particular  feature  because  I  was  still  secured  out- 
side of  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  And  you  paid  nothing  for  that  land  that  was  in 
your  name  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir ;  if  it  is  in  my  name  it  is  merely  as  security  on 
that  note;  I  have  no  claim  to  it  whatever. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  deeds  for  more  than  one  tract  of  land  ? 
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Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  just  one  tract. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  many  acres  does  that  cover? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  think  it  is  80,  but  I  am  not  sure. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  know  whose  allotment  it  is? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  do  not,  I  paid  no  attention  to  it  at  all  and  onlv  recol- 
lected when  y6u  spoke  of  it  because  of  the  fact  that  I  looked  tlirough 
my  papers  recently. 

Senator  Curtis.  There  have  been  some  tracts  taken  in  your  name  to 
set  aside  allotments  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  two  of  them. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  remember  the  names? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  am  wholly  unable  to  give  them  without  my  docket. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  j^ou  not  remember  that  one  was  Kah-kah-to-the- 
quah  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  That  sounds  like  it. 

Mr.  Bentley.  And  the  other  is  Kah-teh-ho-ho  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  remember  the  '"  ho-ho  "  part  of  it ;  yes,  sir.  I  have 
written  contracts  in  those  two  cases  to  set  aside  those  alleged  to  have 
been  fraudulent. 

Senator  Curtis.  Have  you  brought  suits  in  those  cases? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  in  both  cases. 

Senator  Citrtis.  A^Hiat  is  your  agreement  in  those  cases  and  how 
much  are  you  to  receive? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  have  not  those  contracts  with  me;  I  think  in  one 
case  a  thousand  dollars,  and  I  do  not  remember  what  it  is  in  the 
other. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  is  the  land  worth  that  you  have  a  contract 
of  a  thousand  dollars  in? 

Mr.  Everest.  It  is  represented  to  me  to  be  worth  about  $4,000. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  is  a  large  fee,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  think  not.    It  is  only  contingent. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  to  set  aside  one  of  these  deeds,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Ci  rtis.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  was  one  of  the 
forged  deeds? 

Mr.  Everest.  It  is  alleged  to  l)e  a  forged  deed. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Was  it  one  of  those  five  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir :  my  recollection  is  that  it  is  a  thousand  dol- 
lars; it  may  only  be  $600. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  the  case  where  the  suit  is  brought  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States  against  you  and  somebody  else? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  case  to  cancel  that  contract. 

The  Chairman.  Are  you  interested  in  any  other  cases  that  you 
have  mentioned,  the  two  law  suits  and  the  one  where  you  have  a  deed, 
which,  you  say,  was  given  you  as  additional  security?  Do  you  claim 
any  interest  in  the  land  yourself? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  I  claim  no  interest;  no,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Are  you  under  contract  of  employment  in  any  of 
the  law  suits? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  am  employed  in  a  number  of  law  suits  brought 
against  Ives,  Mrs.  Bentley,  and  also  in  some  other  suits  brought  by 
Chapman  and  his  outfit  against  the  same  parties. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  do  not  mean  "  outfit  ?  " 
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Mr-  Everest.  Well,  the  same  parties  I  mean  when  I  refer  to  them; 
there  were  a  dozen  of  these  people  who  have  been  buying  land  down 
there — that  is,  associated  with  Grimes  and  Chapman. 

Senator  Curtis.  In  the  contest  or  application  to  set  aside  double 
allotments  outside  of  the  Kicking  Kickapoos  and  of  the  Big  Jim 
band  of  Shawnees,  was  Mr.  Bentley  in  any  way  interested  with  you? 
Mr.  Everest.  In  no  way;  no,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Have  you  been  employed  to  represent  the  Indians 
in  this  city  in  the  matter  before  the  Department — the  matter  of  the 
issuance  of  patents  to  the  allotments  known  as  the  seven? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  was  employed  by  the  Shawnee  Townsite  Company 
to  secure  the  issuance  of  patents  to  Okemah  and  Thi-the-qua. 
Mr.  Benti;^y.  It  was  just  in  those  two  cases? 

Mr.  Everest.  Just  those  two.  I  made  application  to  the  Depart- 
ment about  eighteen  months  ago,  and  I  received  assurance  that  my 
application  would  be  taken  up  and  at  once  acted  upon,  but  it  has 
never  been  acted  upon  in  any  way. 

Senator  Curtis.  It  is  still  pending,  is  it? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  still  pending,  and  the  latest  informa- 
tion was  that  when  the  Senate  committee  finish  their  investigation 
the  Department  would  then  act. 

Mr.  Bentley.  That  was  some  time  ago,  was  it  not,  when  you  were 
employed  first? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  was  employed  eighteen  months  ago,  and  filed  my 
application.  I  took  the  matter  up  with  Assistant  Attorney-General 
Campbell,  Mr.  Proudfit,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office.  I  also  went  to  see  Mr.  Larrabee  and  Mr.  Leupp  about  it.  My 
contention  was  that  my  clients  were  all  purchasers  tor  value  and  the 
act  of  Congress  was  a  grant  in  present i ;  it  was  purely  ministerial  and 
he  had  no  judicial  discretion  in  it  and  the  patent  should  at  once  issue, 
and  I  was  advised  at  that  time  that  an  opinion  wo\ild  be  secured  from 
the  Attorney-General,  and  if  it  was  favorable  to  the  issuance  of  the 
patent  they  would  at  once  issue  it,  that  is,  if  they  thought  my  position 
was  correct  legally.  But  the  Department  had  no  discretion  m  it;  it 
was  merely  a  ministerial  matter.  Nothing  was  done  about  it,  and 
when  I  was  in  Washington  a  few  weeks  ago  I  called  it  up  and  was 
then  informed  that  as  soon  as  this  investigation  was  finished  the 
Department  would  take  it  up  and  decide  upon  mv  application. 

Mr.  Bentley.  To  refresh  your  memory  as  to  the  two  pieces  of  land 
that  were  deeded  to  you,  I  will  ask  you  if  you  recall  my  statinir  to  you 
that  the  Indian  had  already  made  a  deed,  or  rather  that  he  had  been 
robbed  of  the  land,  though  I  did  not  value  the  deeds  at  anything,  that 
the  deeds  to  you  would  serve  a  double  purpose,  one  to  secure  you  for 
the  money  that  was  owing  you  and  would  also  protect  the  Indian 
against  the  other  parties — against  deeding  the  land  to  somebody  else? 
Mr.  Everest.  That  may  be  the  way  I  happened  to  have  those  deeds 
— the  two  pieces  of  land  in  one  deed.  I  know  there  is  one  deed;  I 
never  investigated  it  to  ascertain  correctly. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  like  to  say  it  covei-s  two  of  the  seven  that 
Pah-pah-na-ko-the  was  robbed  of  down  there — the  man  who  was 
chained  to  the  car  seat,  and  in  the  instance  where  that  fake  murder 
trial  was  bad. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Everest,  in  the  Hampton  case,  Mr.  Bentle^',  as 
Indian  agent,  investigated  that  matter  and  passed  a  decision  for  the 
cancellation  without  your  being  present  at  all,  did  he  not? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  never  was  present  at  any  of  those  investigations, 
Mr.  Embry,  in  the  thirty  or  forty  cases  that  were  investigated:  I 
never  was  at  any  time  present  or  took  any  part  in  those  investiga- 
tions. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  were  they  usually  conducted? 

Mr.  Everest.  That  was  the  only  case  that  I  know  of  that  I  ever 
received  notice,  and  that  must  have  been  sent  to  my  office  man  or 
clerk.  It  was  strictly  a  contest;  it  was  an  investigation  by  the  De- 
partment itself  by  its  special  agents,  and  the  contestant  had  no  status 
in  it  except  he  was  the  cause  that  set  the  ball  in  motion,  and  I  could 
do  no  good  by  being  present.  It  was  left  entirely  to  the  investigation 
of  the  special  agent. 

Mr.  Embrv.  In  this  thousand  dollars  that  was  to  be  paid  upon  the 
cancellation  of  the  Davis  case,  it  was  a  pretty  large  fee  for  so  little 
U'ork,*  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  did  not  consider  it  so.  It  turned  out  to  be  not  so 
large. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  the  usual  practice? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  that  piece  of  land  was  worth  from  $4:,(XXi 
to  $5,000  and  the  thousand  dollars  to  secure  the  cancellation  of  it,  to 
do  the  necessary  work  and  pay  the  expenses,  and  the  pay  of  the 
Washington  counsel  came  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  a  real  contest  in  that  case? 

Mr.  P^VEREST.  There  was  an  application  for  the  cancellation  and 
w^e  Ixad  to  produce  ex  parte  testimony  before  the  Department,  and  we 
always  had  to  run  this  risk  that  some  other  fellow  would  slip  in  and 
secure  the  first  entry,  and  we  were  to  have  a  contest  before  the  Land 
Department  then  as  to  who  should  have  the  right  to  enter  the  land, 
as  we  did  in  the  Lyle  case. 

Mr.  P^mbry.  How  many  land  contests — that  is,  how  many  contests 
in  the  Land  Office — over  the  entry  or  over  the  right  to  make  tlie 
extra  entry,  did  you  have  in  the  Indian  allotments  where  you  secured 
the  allotment? 

Mr.  {Everest.  Nearly  in  everv  case  we  had  an  adverse  claim  we  had 
to  try  the  case  before  the  Land  Office  after  we  got  through  with  the 
Indian.  Sometimes  there  were  three  or  four  claimants  for  the  same 
piece. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  you  now  remember  it,  you  were  to  receive  one-third 
of  the  thousand,  Rodkey  one-third,  and  the  Washington  counsel  one- 
third  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  that  money  paid  into  the  Shawnee  bank? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  the  contract  provided  for  it,  and  I  think 
both  parties  told  me  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  May  it  not  be  that  money  was  paid  in  Rodkey's  name? 

Mr.  Everest.  It  may  have  been,  I  do  not  reiuember  distinctly.  I 
know  their  money  was  actually  up. 

Mr.  Embry.  But  your  party  never  received  it  because  she  did  not 
get  a  filing,  did  she  f 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  there  was  some  money  advanced  out  of  it. 
The  agreement  was  that  out  of  that  money  such  fimd  as  we  needed 
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for  the  actual  prosecution  of  the  case  should  be  advanced,  and  part  of 
that  money  was  used  in  the  investigation  to  take  testimony. 

Mr.  Embry.  In  reference  to  your  experience  before  the  Depart- 
ment here  as  to  the  seven  deeds,  did  they  not  suggest  further  to  you 
that  they  wanted  the  benefit  of  such  facts  as  this  committee  should 
discover  in  this  investigation? 

Air.  p2vEREST.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  Mr.  Woodruff  told  me  that  the  com- 
mittee itself  was  investigating,  and  they  wanted  the  l)enefit  of  that 
investigation.  .  I  suggested  to  him  that  that  would  not  do  them  any 
^ood,  because  if  this  was  a  grant  in  presenti,  and  the  rights  of  inno- 
cent purchasers  had  intervened.  Congress  itself  could  not  pass  ah 
act  divesting  those  rights,  and  nothing  remained  but  to  issue  the 
patent  anyway. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  Mr.  Bentlev  paid  the  fees  when  Sol 
AVilliams  filed  on  that  homestead? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  I  said  when  Sol  AVilliams  relinquished  and 
INIr.  Bentley  filed  he  paid  me  for  what  work  I  did  then. 

Mr.  PhiBRY.  Ilow  much  of  the  $5,000  whioli  you  loaned  to  Mr. 
Bentlev  in  August,  1906,  has  been  repaid? 

Mr.  fevEREST.  I  think  the  amount  now  due  is  about  $4,200,  prin- 
cipal and  interest.  I  computed  it  a  short  time  ago  and  found  that 
it  was  between  four  thousand  and  four  thousand  two  hundred. 

Mr.  Embry.  Have  you  received  any  money  from  Mr.  Ives? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Ives  paid  me  some  moncsy  on  this  oc- 
casion ? 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  mean  as  an  attorney  fee? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir ;  attorney's  fees  in  that  last  group  of  cases 
occurring  since  June  21,  1906. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  an  item  in  Mr.  Ives's  account  of  October  31, 
1006:  "Cash  to  J.  H.  Everest,  see  attached  copy,  $r)64.40."  This 
appears  to  be  the  attached  copy. 

Mr.  Everest.  Please  let  me  see  what  that  is  made  up  of.  [Exam- 
ining paper.] 

Mr.  Embry.  That  appears  to  include  some  other  items  as  well. 

The  Chairman.  Is  it  a  bill? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir;   it  is  an  itemized  account. 

Mr.  Everest.  It  is  $564.40. 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes;  what  is  that  for? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  see  some  of  these  items  that  I  recollect.  Here  is  a 
fee  of  $338.  That  is  the  balance  of  the  fee  of  $40  promised  to  me, 
I  think,  by  the  Shawnee  Townsite  Company,  and  under  an  agreement 
with  Mr. "Bentley  on  behalf  of  the  Indians  I  think  he  was  to  pay 
$400  of  that  fee  and  the  townsite  company  $100.  It  has  all  been  paid 
to  me,  and  I  think  that  is  what  that  $338  is. 

The  Chairman.  Is  that  the  bill  you  made? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  I  never  made  this  bill.  This  is  the  bill  he 
made  up  of  moneys  he  had  expended  at  various  times.  This  is  not 
my  bill  at  all.     These  small  items  I  suppose  are  all  correct. 

The  Chairman.  That  money  has  all  been  paid,  has  it? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  that  money  has  all  been  paid.  That  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  money  loaned:  it  was  for  services. 

Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  another  item  for  $180,  which  indicates  that  it 
was  for  services. 
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Mr.  Everest.  When  was  that  paid,  Mr.  Embry? 

Mr.  Embry.  That  was  December  24,  1906.  What  services  were 
those  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  That  represents  retainers  in  various  cases  affecting 
the  titles  to  these  Indian  lands. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  an  item  here  on  December  22,  1906:  "'Bv  cash, 
J.  H.  Everest,  to  apply  on  M.  J.  Bentley's  account,  $1,313.85."  '  What 
is  that? 

Mr.  Everest.  That  is  correct.  That  is  the  only  payment  made  on 
the  note.    It  has  been  running  for  a  year  or  more  at  10  per  cent. 

ilr.  Embry.  If  I  understand  you  as  to  these  tracts  of  land,  you  had 
a  mortgage  covering  two  tracts  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  had  originally  a  mortgage  covering  240  acres.  I 
believe  that  one  eighty  was  sold  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Fletcher,  and 
that  Fletcher  gave  a  mortgage  back.  I  think  he  paid  this  $1,300  in 
money,  and  that  was  paid  me  on  my  debt,  and  then  he  gave  a  mortgage 
back  for  $2,200,  whicli  was  assigned  to  me  as  collateral  to  take  the 
place  of  the  eighty  I  had  released,  which  would  leave  me  160  acres- 
Mr.  Embry.  Covered  by  mortgage? 

Mr.  ElvEREST.  Yes,  sir;  and  this  collateral  mortgage. 

Mr.  Embry,  In  addition  to  that  you  have  deeds  to  two  eighties  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Xo,  sir;  my  recollection  or  impression  was  when  I 
first  testified  tliat  possibly  these  deeds  were  given  as  additional  se- 
curity, but  Mr.  Bentley  has  just  stated  in  the  presence  of  the  com- 
mittee that  those  deeds  were  given  in  some  cases  where  I  am  endeav- 
oring to  cancel  the  fraudulent  deeds,  which  is  an  independent  matter 
altogether. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  have  a  memorandum  here  showing  four  tracts  in 
which  you  have  some  claim.    I  notice  Nan-pah-hah  to  J.  H.  Everest. 

Mr.  Everest.  I  think  that  is  one  of  the  tracts. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  appear  to  have  a  deed  on  that,  and  you  also  ap- 
pear to  have  a  number  of  mortgages  executed  by  somebody  on  it. 

Mr.  E\t:rest.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  Is  that  the  case 
where  Wood  is  interested  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes. 

Mr.  Everest.  That  was  a  case  that  I  have  forgotten  about  where  I 
represented  the  Indian. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  interest  have  you  in  that? 

Mr.  Everest.  My  attorney's  fees,  that  is  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  How  much  is  that? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  can  not  tell  you  without  the  record ;  I  have  so  many 
cases  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  recollect  what  the  fee  is,  but  it  is 
in  a  written  contract. 

Mr.  Embry.  This  abstract  shows  a  mortgage  dated  September  26, 
1906,  Nap-pah-hah  to  J.  H.  Everest,  lots  2,  3, 1,  and  4,  and  other  tracts 
in  21-12-1  for  $1,800,  acknowledged  before  W.  A.  Bonnet.  Have  you 
a  mortgage  in  that  sum,  $1,800? 

Mr.  Everest.  Well,  if  that  is  the  record,  I  have. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  for  attorney  fees? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  attorney  fee  of  that  size.  If  I  re- 
member correctly  that  is  a  case  where  this  Indian  has  inherited  por- 
tions of  a  number  of  allotments.    I  think  that  is  the  case. 

Mr.  Bentley.  If  the  committee  will  permit  me,  inasmuch  as 
this  is  a  matter  that  I  know  more  about  than  Mr.  Everest,  and  I  am 


AFPAIBS  OF   THE   MEXICAN   KICKAPOO   INDIANS.  1453 

not  certain  I  have  ever  disclosed  my  full  purposes,  I  would  like  to 
have  it  made  clear  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  Is  there  any  further  explanation  that  you  desire  to 
make  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  This  mortgage  was  taken  by  Mi\  Bentley  without  my 
knowledge,  and  it  was  understood  that  it  was  to  protect  me  in  a 
reasonable  fee  in  case  of  success. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  has  not  been  determined  yet  what  the  fee  shall  be? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  because  we  are  trying  the  cases  in  court. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  problematical  as  to^  the  value  of  this,  is  it? 

Mr.  Everest.  It  is  problematical  as  to  the  outcome  and  the  amount 
of  work  involved.  It  may  go  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  and 
it  may  stop  where  it  is. 

Mr.  Embry.  The  abstract  shows  "'  Xoten  and  wife  to  J.  H.  Everest 
conveying  the  W.  i  of  the  SE.  i  of  3:3-12-2."    • 

Mr.  Everest.  I  am  glad  you  called  my  attention  to  that.  That  was 
one  of  the  original  7  that  were  included  in  the  act  of  Congress. 
AVhen  Mr.  Bentley  told  me  that  that  act  had  passed  and  that  the  land 
was  going  to  be  sold  to  provide  a  fund  to  take  those  Indians  and  get 
them  elsewhere,  I  told  him  I  was  in  the  market  for  a  good  piece  of 
land  if  I  could  get  it  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  if  he  found  anything 
of  that  kind  to  let  me  know.  When  he  came  back  he  told  me  that  he 
had  put  this  Noten  deed  in  my  name,  and  if  I  wanted  the  land  I  coulc^ 
have  it  at,  I  think,  $40  an  acre,  whatever  the  price  was  in  that  deed; 
I  think  it  was  $40.  I  persuaded  my  wife  to  go  with  me  and  look  at 
the  land,  and  we  went  over  to  McLeod,  near  which  place  this  land  is, 
and  we  drove  all  around  over  it.  I  discovered  that  quite  a  lot  of  it 
'was  subject  to  overflow.  It  was  badly  located  land,  and  I  did  not 
think  it  was  woith  $40  an  acre.  I  told'Mr.  Bentley  if  he  would  make 
me  a  reasonable  price,  which  I  thought  would  be  about  $25,  I  would 
take  the  land  and  pay  the  money.  He  said  he  had  a  better  offer  than 
that ;  that  he  could  not  sell  this  land  for  less  than  it  was  worth,  and 
as  long  as  he  had  a  better  offer  he  could  not  deal  with  me  on  that,  and 
he  told  me  to  make  a  quitclaim  deed,  if  I  had  no  objection,  to  the 

Purchaser,  Mr.  Maxey,  who  was  willing  to  pay  the  price.  I  did  so. 
never  received  a  cent  from  it  in  any  way. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  what  ^Ir.  Maxey  paid  for  it  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  can  not  tell.  It  was  a  much  greater  price  than  I 
was  willing  to  pay.    I  think  it  was  about  $40  an  acre. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  no  interest  at  all  in  that  have  you  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Absolutely  none  and  never  did  have  any. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  seems  that  Pah-pah-me-na-ko-the  conveyed  to  J.  H. 
Everest  on  August  27,  1906,  lots  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5  in  sec.  21-12-1  for 
$1,000.    There  was  no  consideration  in  that  was  there? 

Mr.  Everest,  Was  that  a  deed  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  It  is  a  deed  in  form,  but  I  have  marked  below  "  no 
consideration,"  from  the  information  I  have  acquired  elsewhere.  Is 
that  not  one  of  the  contracts  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  expect  it  must  be.  Is  that  the  name  we  had  here  a 
while  ago?  These  Indian  names  are  very  difficult  to  me.  I  have  no 
pecuniary  interest  in  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  no  money  paid  on  it  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Unless  it  is  in  the  wav  of  a  fee. 
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Mr.  Embry.  Here  is  a  deed  dated  August  27,  1906,  conveying  the 
W.  i  of  the  SE.  i  of  14-12-1.    What  do  you  know  about  that? 

Mr.  Everest  (after  examining  paper).  I  have  no  recollection 
about  that  deed  at  all.  I  have  no  pecuniary  interest  in  it  unless  it  is 
by  way  of  attorney's  fees. 

'  Mr.  Bentley.  Mr.  Everest,  I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  committee 
whether  or  not  you  defended  me  in  an  action  brought  by  the  United 
States  Attorney  to  remove  me  as  guardian  of  iNa-ah-che-thot,  an 
Indian  boy? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  state  to  the  committee 
the  grounds  on  which  that  removal  was  sought? 

IVlr.   Everest.  Well,   I   do   not  recollect  distinctly  what  all   the 

f  rounds  were,  but  I  believe  the  charge  was  made  that  you  were  not  a 
t  person  to  have  charge  of  the  boy.     That  was  one  of  the  allegations. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Is  your  recollection  distinct  as  to  whether  or  not  any 
testimony  was  oflFered  to  show  that  my  character  was  good  or  bad  in 
that  connection? 

Mr.  Everest.  There  was  no  testimony  offered  on  that  proposition, 
I  think,  showing  that  it  was  bad,  but  there  was  considerable  testi- 
mony oiFered  to  show  that  it  was  good. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Do  you  recall  at  this  time  any  of  the  contentions 
jnade  by  the  assistant  United  States  attorney  as  to  why  I  should  be 
removed  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  confess  that  I  do  not  remember  just  what  took  place 
there ;  it  has  been  quite  a  while  since  that  fight  occurred,  but  we  were 
successfid  in  it,  ana  I  at  once  dropped  it  from  my  mind. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  land  in  controversy  be- 
tween myself  as  guardian  and  L.  C.  Grimes  and  Mr.  Pipher,  I  be- 
lieve ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  The  estate  of  Na-ah-che-thot? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Are  you  in  a  position,  by  reason  of  your  association 
with  matters  as  attorney,  to  state  to  the  committee  whether  or  not  the 
coui-t  expenses  for  some  years  have  exceeded  the  rentals  of  the  land  f 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  they  have,  because  there  has  been 
continuous  litigation  over  that  land ;  at  one  time  I  think  there  were 
four  or  five  lawsuits  over  that  particular  piece  of  land  pending  in 
different  courts. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Depositions  have  been  taken,  I  believe,  in  several 
instances  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  depositions  were  taken  in  Mexico 
or  in  El  Paso. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Are  you  able  to  state  to  the  committee  whether  or 
not  very  recently  at  Mr.  Thackery's  office  depositions  were  taken? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  that. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Were  you  present? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  I  was  not.  I  think  my  office  man,  Mr. 
Smith,  represented  me  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Were  you  advised  by  him  as  to  who  were  present  at 
Mr.  Thackery's  office  during  the  taking  of  those  depositions? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  probably  was,  but  I  could  not  state  now. 
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Mr.  Bentley.  Your  information  is  that  Indians  appeared  there 
and  Mr.  Grimes  sought  to  take  depositions  of  them? 

Mr.  Evekest.  Yes,  sir;  some  Indians  appeared  there  at  the  office 
under  Mr.  Grimes.  He  was  one  of  the  parties  to  the  suit  and  he 
produced  them.  I  think  I  have  read  the  depositions  and  they  show 
the  appearances. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  like  to  have  you  state  to  the  committee 
Tvhether  or  not  in  my  efforts  to  sexiure  the  rights  of  my  ward,  Na-ah- 
che-thot,  I  have  not  in  every  way  for  vears  been  opposed  both  by  the 
Indian  Office  and  representatives  of  tte  Department  of  Justice? 

Mr.  Everest.  Mr.  Thackery's  secret  opposition  and  that  of  the 
Indian  Office  has  been  adverse  to  j'our  position  as  to  the  boy,  Na-ah- 
che-thot.  That  is  one  of  those  cases,  if  I  remember  correctly,  where 
Quen-ne-po-thet  was  recognized  by  the  Department  as  the  owher  of 
the  land  and  Na-ah-che-thot  was  excludea  from  any  participation 
in  it.  Our  contention  was  that  the  boy  was  entitled  to  the  land,  and 
we  st-eadfastly  pursued  that  contention  in  the  various  courts,  and  the 
case  is  pending  there  now. 

Mr.  Bentley.  From  your  observation  the  contention  of  the  De- 
partment has  not  been  beneficial  to  the  Indian  ward,  has  it  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  It  has  not  been  beneficial  to  Na-ah-che-thot,  and  he 
has  been  excluded.  If  the  policy  of  the  Indian  Department  is  cor- 
rect and  is  carried  out  he  will  lose  160  acres  of  lana  to  which  I  be- 
lieve he  is  absolutely  entitled  as  the  heir  of  his  mother. 

Mr.  Bentley.  This  contention  has  been  practically  between  myself  j 
as  guardian,  and  Mr.  Grimes,  has  it  not  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  As  claimant  under  Quen-ne-po-thet. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  would  like  to  have  you  state  to  the  committee 
whether  or  not  Mr.  Thackery  has  not  exerted  every  possible  influence 
to  sustain  Mr.  Grimes? 

Mr.  Everest.  His  testimony,  as  well  as  his  appearance  in  court,  was 
on  that  side. 

Mr.  Bentley.  You  mean  in  behalf  of  Grimes? 

Mr.  E^-erest.  Yes,  sir;  it  tended  to  sustain  Mr.  Grimes's  title,  of 
course. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Did  anything  develop  in  those  cases  that  would  lead 
you  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  relations  between  Ml*. 
Thackery  and  Mr.  Grimes  were  cordial  or  otherwise? 

'  Mr.  Ea^rest.  They  certainly  appeared  to  be  at  that  time.  In  the 
prosecution  of  that  case  thev  were  acting  together.  The  United 
States  eveu  represented  Mr.  'fhackery  and  virtually  represented  Mr. 
Grimes,  because  it  was  Grimes's  interest. 

Mr.  Benti.ey.  From  your  observations  in  the  case,  had  the  conten- 
tion of  the  Government  been  sustained  would  not  my  ward  have  been 
deprived  of  160  acres  of  land  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Certainly;  if  Quen-ne-po-thet  was  held  to  be  the 
owner  of  it,  Na-ah-che-thot  would  not  have  got  any  of  it,  either 
rentals  or  titles. 

Mr.  Embry.  Another  Kickapoo  would  have  gotten  it,  would  he  not  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Quen-ne-po-tnet  would  have  got  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  There  is  notliing  about  that  laws^iit  except  that  it  is  a 
good,  hard-fought  lawsuit. 
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Mr.  Everest.  There  is  nothing  about  it,  except  the  whole  thing 
turned  on  the  question  of  whether  Quen-ne-po-thet  was  legally  mar- 
ried to  Na-ah-che-thot's  mother. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  have  not  observed  that  Mr.  Bentley  has  been 
abused  in  that  lawsuit,  have  you  i 

Mr.  Everest.  Only  that  they  made  the  charge  that  he  was  not  a 
man  of  good  moral  character,  and  not  entitled  to  be  guardian,  but 
they  introduced  no  evidence  in  support  of  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  As  a  lawyer  you  made  the  issue  and  tried  the  case? 

Mr.  P^vEREST.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  the  United  States  attorney  or  anyone  else  resort 
to  any  indirect  methods? 

Mr.  Everest.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Scothorn  was  very  fair,  and,  in  fact, 
withdrew  some  of  the  charges. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  as  far  as  Mr.  Thackery's  testimony  going  to 
support  Mr.  Grimes's  title  is  concerned,  you  had  no  reason  to  think 
that  ThackeiT  testified  to  anything  except  what  he  thought  was  the 
truth? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Thackery  testified  to  any  material 
fact  in  the  case.  He  was  there  representing  the  Government  to  pre- 
sent the  matter,  and  I  do  not  recall  that  he  testified. 

Mr.  P23IBRY.  You  undertsood  that  he  was  acting  under  the  direction 
of  the  Department  and  it  was  his  duty  to  be  there,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  so.  I  suppose  that  the  Depart- 
ment had  ordered  him  to  do  so  and  so. 

Mr.  Embry.  And  you  suppose  he  had  made  recommendation  to  the 
Department  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  in  fact  I  know  he  had.  It  was  on  his  recom- 
mendation that  the  Department  acted. 

Mr.  Bentijcy.  Are  you  not  mistaken  ?  Had  Grimes  been  successful 
in  his  contention  the  land  would  not  have  reverted  to  another  Indian, 
but  would  have  reverted  in  part  to  Grimes,  would  it  not? 

Mr.  Everest.  As  the  gi'antee  of  the  Indian ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  Grimes  had  his  money  up,  had  he  not? 

Mr.  Everest.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  had  put  up  any  money. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  understood  that  Grimes  was  claiming  as  pur- 
chaser at  the  Government  sale,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Everest.  Yes,  sir;  understood  that  he  claimed  to  have  pur- 
chased that  through  the  Government. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  the  other  Indian  won,  he  would  get  the  money  for 
which  the  land  was  sold.    If  that  Indian  won,  he  would  get  the  fand? 

Mr.  Everest.  That  is  true,  of  course. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Is  it  not  your  understanding,  and  do  you  not  know 
it  to  be  the  fact,  that  the  other  Indian  has  got  the  money  ? 

Mr.  Everest.  Quen-ne-po-thet;  yes,  sir;  undoubtedly  the  money 
was  paid  when  the  land  was  approved. 

Mr.  E31BRY.  As  a  lawyer,  do  you  not  know  that  that  would  be  no 
impediment  to  your  recovery? 

Mr.  Everest.'  No,  sir ;  I  think  it  would  only  be  a  mistaken  pay- 
ment. 

The  witness  was  thereupon  excused. 

Mr.  Howe.  If  the  chairman  please,  there  is  just  a  little  matter  here 
that  I  would  like  to  reply  to  as  to  this  letter  written  by  me. 
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CHESTER  HOWE,  having  been  first  duly  sworn,  testified  as 

follows : 

• 

Senator  Curtis.  State  your  name. 

Mr.  Howe.  Chester  Howe. 

Senator  Curtis.  "SVhat  is  your  profesvsion  ? 

Mr.  Howe,  Attorney  at  law. 

Senator  Curtis.  Wliere  do  you  live? 

Mr.  HoA\'E.  Washington,  D.  C. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  long  have  you  been  a  practicing  lawyer  in 
Washington,  D.  C.  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  Indirectly  for  sixteen  or  eighteen  years;  directly  for 
between  eleven  and  twelve  years.  That  is,  my  residence  has  been  here 
for  that  length  of  time. 

Senator  Curtis.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  to  this  committee  if  you 
were  attorney  in  the  case  of  L.  A.  Hampton,  the  contest  of  Indian 
allotment  by  Hampton? 

Mr.  Howe.  I  was. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  the  record  has  been  shown  you.  Have  you 
any  statement  you  wish  to  make  in  reference  to  any  exhibit.  If  so, 
please  make  it  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Howe.  I  was  employed  by  Leonard  A.  Hampton,  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  to  look  after  the  question  of  the  cancellation  of 
what  was  alleged  to  be  a  double  or  erroneous  Indian  allotment  so  far 
as  it  might  require  an  attorney  in  Washington.  J.  H.  Everest,  of 
Oklahoma  City,  was  the  local  attorney.  These  actions  were  not 
brought  as  contests.  There  were  no  rules  of  practice,  and  the  parties 
filing  obtained  \no  preference  rights  or  no  rights  to  the  land  by 
reason  of  their  contest.  They  petitioned  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, in  the  exercise  of  his  supervisory  authority,  to  investigate.  If 
the  land  was  canceled  as  a  result  of  that  investigation,  the  contestants 
obtained  no  preference  right  and  nothing  in  the  land  other  than  any 
other  qualified  homestead  entry  man  could.  To  protect  any  right 
they  might  have  I  invariably  instructed  them  to  go  and  make  set- 
tlement upon  the  land  and  be  there  as  an  actual  settler,  so  that  their 
rights  woidd  attach  eo  instanti  upon  the  cancellation. 

Senator  Curtis.  So  that  that  would  be  notice. 

Mr.  Howe.  So  that  would  be  notice  to  any  other  intending  entry 
man.  When  these  entries  were  canceled — any  such  entries  in  the 
Secretary's  office — notice  was  transmitted  to  the  Indian  office  of  that 
fact;  but  it  was  held  by  the  office  that  no  application  could  be 
received  until  that  was  sent  to  the  local  land  office,  which  released  the 
land  from  its  former  segregation. 

The  Chairman.  You  mean  its  former  allotment? 

Mr.  Howe.  Yes,  sir;  former  allotment,  and  segregation  by  virtue 
of  the  allotment,  not  a  part  of  the  public  domain.  The  Secretary  had 
a  rule  that  no  notice  would  be  issued  to  attorneys  as  to  when  notice 
of  cancellation  was  forwarded  to  the  local  offices,  no  matter  though 
they  were  employed,  it  being  a  theory  or  a  fiction  that,  as  no  prefer- 
ence rights  were  granted,  no  rights  attached  to  anyone,  and  that  it 
might  work  hardship  or  wrong.  I  was  employed  in  this  and  a  num- 
ber of  cases  to  examine  the  proofs,  search  the  records  here,  examine 
the  evidence  after  it  was  transmitted,  brief  the  cases  if  it  were  neces- 
sary, present  the  matters  to  the  Indian  Office  and  the  Secretary,  and 
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wire  the  parties  when  the  Secretary  canceled,  so  they  might  l)e  look- 
ing out  for  cancellations  coming  to  the  local  office,  which  usually  fol- 
lowed in  about  two  weeks,  and  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  taking: 
of  proof  in  the  causes,  but  in  proving  the  cases  and  presenting  them. 
This  was  one  of  those  cases.  After  this  case  was  decided  and  one 
entry  had  been  canceled,  as  one  must  have  been  under  the  record,  I 
visited  Shawnee,  Oklahoma,  and  I  assumed  from  this  letter  that  I 
was  in  the  city  of  Shawnee,  or  town  of  Shawnee,  oh  Au^st  5, 1903. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  say  this  letter.    What  exhibit  is  that? 

Mr.  Howe.  Exhibit  No.  79,  and  is  written  from  Shawnee,  dated  at 
that  point. 

Senator  Cuhtis.  What  is  the  date,  if  you  please  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  August  5,  1903.  It  is  signed  by  me.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber the  date  independent  of  the  letter,  but  I  was  in  Shawnee  at  about 
that  time.  There  my  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  after  the 
action  of  the  Secretary  that  there  had  been  some  probate  proceeding's 
in  relation  to  the  son  of  Quen-nep-o-thot,  who  claimed  to  be  the  heir 
of  this  lady,  and  that  in  those  probate  proceedings,  Quen-nep-o-thot "s 
testimony  and  the  testimony  of  other  witnesses  was  taken,  showing 
that  Ah-na-sho-peah,  Allotee  No.  188,  was  not  the  wife  of  Quen-nep- 
o-thot,  and  some  other  facts  which  I  deemed  material  to  what  had 
formerly  been  this  Leonard  A.  Hampton  case.  I  addressed  this  letter 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  asking  him,  in  view  of  the 
fact  of  this  testimony  having  been  given,  to  refer  this  matter  to  a 
special  agent  for  investigation,  with  a  view  to  correcting  an  error,  if 
one  had  been  committed,  and  that  is  the  letter  marked  Exhibit  No.  79. 
In  connection  with  this  case  and  this  record,  I  think  it  fair  to  make 
another  statement.-  This  matter  of  cancellation  of  Indian  allotments 
did  not  originate  in  the  Kickapoo  country,  but  my  recollection  is, 
was  after  the  allotment  of  the  Chevennes  and  Arrapahoes,  which  was 
in  1902. 

The  Chairman.  What  year  ? 

Mr.  Ho^\'E.  It  was  opened  in  1892.  There  were  about  thirty  double 
allotments  near  El  Reno  and  Fort  Reno,  and  an  act  was  passed  per- 
mitting the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  cancel  double  allotments. 
Where  an  allottee  was  allotted  in  two  names — I  recall  one  case.  The 
Indian's  name  was  Mayo.  The  American  name.  Looking  Over,  to  an 
allotment,  I  think,  was  given  in  each  name.  ^^Tiere  the  allotments 
were  double  in  that  way  it  was  customary  to  bring  a  petition  in  this 
manner  and  the  action  of  the  Office  usually  was  to  call  upon  the 
Indian  allottee  to  select  which  of  the  two  he  would  retain,  I  pre- 
sume, with  the  agent's  approval  and  assistance.  After  the  Kickapoo 
countiy  was  opened  to  entry  and  settlement  which  was  in  1895,  it 
was  found  that  there  were  a  number  of  double  allotments,  or  allot- 
ments where  there  was  no  such  Indian.  I  had  business  with  the 
Kickapoos,  as  has  been  shown  in  my  former  testimony.  I  had  a  con- 
tract with  them,  made  in  1898.  After  a  number  of  these  had  been 
canceled  I  suggested  to  Mr.  Bentley  that  he  ought  in  some  way,  if 
he  could,  get  some  income  for  those  Kickapoo  people  out  of  these 
cancellations.  Men  were  not  willing  to  pay  as  much  as  they  would 
for  homestead  relinquishments,  where  there  was  a  certainty  of  title, 
for  in  many  instances  the  proof  failed,  they  were  bought  through 
misapprehension  or  ignorance  of  the  record,  and  of  coui'se  the  testi- 
mony was  voluntary  In  the  beginning.    There  had  to  be  some  inter- 
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preter,  or  some  one  to  get  up  the  affidavits,  and  I  assume  had  to  be  paid 
a  fee  of  $5  or  $10,  or  whatever  they  exacted^  for  obtaining  the  infor- 
mation as  to  erroneous  allotments.  It  was  not  double  allotments,  and 
I  think  this  case — I  do  not  know  whether  any  others  or  not^  and  I  am 
not  certain  as  to  the  identity  of  this — but  I  suggested  to  hmi  that  he 
endeavor  to  make  some  contracts  in  some  way  w^here  those  people 
could  get  something  for  their  common  fund,  which  thev  then  denom- 
inated as  fight  money,  some  return  from  these  allotments,  and 
whether  or  not  this  contract  was  based  upon  that  I  can  not  say. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  give  him  that  advice  while  he  was  Indian 
agent  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  was  in  office  or  not. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  did  it  in  the  Hampton  case,  or  before  that? 

Mr.  Howe.  I  am  not  certain,  but  that  is  my  imprassion. 

Senator  Curtis.  Do  you  think  it  was  a  proper  thing  for  him  to  do 
while  he  was  agent,  to  collect  money  for  a  fight  fund,  or  any  other 
fund,  for  the  Indians,  simply  because  there  was  a  double  allotment, 
when  any  man  had  a  right  to  enter  upon  that  land,  one  man  having 
just  the  same  right  as  another?  Had  he  any  right  to  take  money  from 
one  man  and  make  him  a  favorite  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  I  do  not  think  he  took  the  money  as  a  favor. 

Senator  Curtis.  That  gave  him  an  undue  advantage,  did  it  not? 

Mr.  Howe.  You  misapprehend.  They  had  no  rights  except  under 
a  settlement.  Here  is  the  situation  as  I  understand  it,  and  as  I  under- 
stood it.  You  take  an  interpreter  there  by  the  name  of  Joe  Whipple, 
who  could  be  used  as  a  sample,  and  those  parties  would  claim  entry 
of  a  double  allotment.  They  would  make  a  contract  with  some  de- 
siring homesteader  and  that  contract  would  run  to  $100  for  furnish- 
ing him  the  evidence  and  assisting  him  in  obtaining  the  cancellation, 
T\Tien  those  cases  came  up  to  me  I  was  employed  and  fourid  they  were 
double.  I  ascertained  the  fact  to  be  that  some  of  these  homesteaders 
had  made  contracts  of  that  character.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  with 
the  Kickapoos,  but  generally.  That  was  the  practice.  I  suggested 
to  Mr.  Bentley  that  he  ought  to  adopt  some  course,  if  he  could, 
whereby  the  Kickapoos,  as  a  whole;  for  that  land  was  not  public  land 
then,  it  had  been  allotted 

Senator  Curtis.  But  the  minute  that  allotment  was  canceled  it  be- 
came public  land  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  Yes;  then  it  did. 

Senator  Curtis.  Now,  was  it  a  proper  thing  for  an  agent  to  do,  to 
take  advantage  of  his  knowledge  of  an  erroneous  entry  and  have  a 
party  who  had  just  as  good  a  right  to  that  land  as  anybody  else  ad- 
vance money  in  order  to  secure  the  knowledge  or  be  aided  or  assisted 
by  those  Indians  in  having  it  cancelled  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  I  will  leave  that  to  the  judgment  of  the  committee. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  gave  the  advice. 

Mr.  Howe.  I  suggested  very  frankly  that  instead  of  letting  those 
lands  drift  away  and  go  to  Tom,  Dick,  or  Harry,  they  should  go 
to  some  individual  member. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  know  this  man,  Leonard  Hampton? 

Mr.  Howt:.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  How  did  he  happen  to  employ  you,  do  you  know  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  Through  J.  H.  Everest. 
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Senator  Curtis.  He  recommended  you.  Did  you  have  any  under- 
standing with  Mr.  Bentley  that  he  was  going  to  recommend  this  man 
to  employ  you  as  a  lawyer? 

Mr.  Howe.  No,  sir ;  he  never  did  that. 

Senator  Curtis.  You  had  no  understanding  with  him? 

Mr.  Howt:.  No,  sir;  nor  agreement. 

Senator  Curtis.  What  were  your  usual  fees  in  those  cases? 

Mr.  Howe.  About  $100.  That  was  the  amount  received  in  a  number 
of  cases  for  my  services. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  there  anyone  connected  with  you? 

Mr.  Howe.  And  where  that  was  fixed,  those  fees  were  generally 
guaranteed  in  the  event  of  cancellation  by  J.  H.  Everest,  who  made 
the  contracts  down  there.  In  one  or  tw^o  cases  a  larger  fee  was  paid, 
but  in  no  case  that  I  remember  over  $200. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  Mr.  Everest  your  partner? 

Mr.  Howe.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Was  he  associated  with  you  in  cases? 

Mr.  Howe.  Where  individual  employment  was  made. 

Senator  Curtis.  AMiat  division  did  you  have?  "^Miat  division  of 
the  fees? 

Mr.  Howe.  I  divided  no  fees  with  Mr.  Everest. 

Senator  Curtis.  He  looked  after  his  fee  down  there? 

Mr.  Howe.  Yes,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Did  you  have  any  understanding  that  you  would 
divide  part  of  your  fee  with  Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Howe.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Or  anybody  else  connected  with  the  service  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Any  Indian  interpreter? 

Mr.  Howe.  No,  sir. 

Senator  Curtis.  Then,  as  I  understand  it,  this  employment  came 
to  you  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  just  the  same  as  any  ordi- 
nary client? 

Mr.  Howe.  Absolutely. 

The  Chairman.  You  went  upon  the  theory,  as  I  understand  you, 
that  this  was  not  public  land,  out  was  really  Indian  land,  and  the 
Indian  ought  to  have  the  benefit  of  it  and  not  the  public?  Is  that 
your  theory  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  Yes,  sir ;  as  long  as  it  had  been  allotted.  As  allotments 
stood  upon  it,  that  was  the  basis  of  my  statement  in  regard  to  that 
matter. 

The  Chairman.  You  wanted  to  save  something  for  the  Indian  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  Yes,  sir;  as  the  white  man  was  getting  the  allotment 
anyway.  The  land  had  already  appreciated  in  value.  There  was  a 
different  value  from  that  of  an  opening. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Were  you  ever  interested  in  any  other  Kickapoo  land 
cases  than  the  one  mentioned  in  the  Kickapoo  country,  and  how  many 
were  you  personally  asked  to  be  interested  in  elsewhere,  those  that  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  in  anv  way. 

Mr.  Howe.  I  apprehended,  just  on  first  blush,  thirty  or  forty 
cases — some  of  them  not  successfully,  of  course. 

The  Chairman.  In  the  Kickapoo  country  ? 
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Mr.  Howe.  Yes,  sir:  there  was  a  large  number  brought  in  which  I 
was  not  successful.  The  evidence  failed.  They  were  not  double  and 
not  entitled  to  cancellation. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Those  in  the  Kickapoo  country,  where  any  cancella- 
tion was  made,  were  you  employed  in,  do  you  recall  ?  Is  it  not  your 
judgment  that  in  the  Kickapoo  country  there  were  never  more  than 
two  or  three  instances  where  cancellations  were  made? 

Mr.  Howe.  Yes,  sir;  more  than  that.  Most  of  them  after  you  went 
out  of  office.  During  your  term  of  office  I  ha^  e  no  recollection  of  any, 
except  the  Mah-me-she-kah  family,  and  I  do  not  know  who  the 
attorneys  were  in  that.  You  followed  your  instructions  and  de- 
termined the  Mah-me-she-kah  allotment  should  be  canceled.  There 
were  a  number  of  Creek  and  Shawnees  who  had  double  allotments. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  am  referring  to  Kickaj)oos. 

Mr.  Howe.  No;  I  do  not  think  so.  \es:  I  think  you  are  right. 
There  were  only  four  or  five  of  those  cases. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Not  that  many.  The  only  cancellation  I  know  was 
the  Mah-me-she-kah  cast*  and  the  Negro  Mills  case.  I  remember  of 
no  others.  As  you  stated,  other  conte^sts  may  have  been  brought,  but 
they  were  brought  erroneously  and  an  effort  was  made  to  cancel 
allotments  that  should  not  haVe  been  canceled.  But  as  to  those  I 
have  no  knowledge. 

Senator  Cirtis.  Is  that  voiu-  statement?  I^et  us  get  through  with 
this  witness  before  you  make  your  statement. 

Mr.  Bentley.  Pardon  me.  Senator,  do  you  want  to  ask  any  more 
questions  ? 

Senator  Curtis  (to  Mr.  Bentley).  Do  you  want  to  make  that  as  a 
qu€\stion  ? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  started  out  by  a  question  and  wound  up  with  an 
answer. 

Senator  Cvrtis.  Lawyers  do  that  sometimes;  they  like  to  answer 
their  own  questions. 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  want  to  demonstrate  the  number  of  allotments  in 
the  Kickapoo  country  by  this  witness. 

Mr.  Embry.  Did  vou  get  a  fee  in  this  Hampton  case? 

Mr.  Howe.  I  could  not  tell  you  without  looking  it  up,  but  I  think 
1  did,  probably  $20  or  $2o.  / 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  that  your  signature  [exhibiting  a  paper]  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  No,  sir ;  that  is  not  my  signature. 

Mr.  Embry.  ^\1io  is  "  M.  I."  who  signs  your  signature? 

Mr,  Howe.  A  stenographer  in  my  office,  but  i  was  trying  to  think 
who  it  was.  [After  a  pa\ise.]  It  was  Mrs.  Margeret  Ironsides,  now 
in  the  Indian  Service.     She  was  stenographer  for  me  a  year  or  two. 

Mr.  Embry.  Mr.  Bentley  talked  to  you  about  this  case,  the  Hamp- 
ton case? 

Mr.  Howe.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  desire  to  offer  this  letter  now.  This  was  a  letter  sent 
out  by  your  authority  and  in  the  course  of  your  business? 

Mr.  Howe.  Yes :  it  is  on  my  letter  paper. 

Mr.  Embry.  Letter  to  Hampton,  dated  January  23,  1902,  signed 
•"  Chester  Howe,  per  M.  I." : 

Washingto>',  D.  C,  January  23,  1002. 
I^ONARD  A.  Hampton,  Mr  Loud,  Okta.: 

My  Dear  Sib:  Mr.  M.  J.  Bentley,  whUe  in  the  city  recently  reqnested  me  to 
look  up  the  record  In  yonr  application  for  the  cancellation  of  Allotment  No. 
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183,  and  he  subseqwently  took  such  steps  to  complete  the  record  as  was  deemed 
proper  by  the  Deimrtment.  I  Inclose  herewith  notice  that  the  same  has  frr>ne 
to  the  Swretary.  Mr.  Bentley  will  doubtless  confer  with  you,  and  I  think  within 
sixty  and  i)ossibIy  thirty  days  I  can  have  this  cancellation. 

Mr.  Bentley  authorizes  nie  to  write  you  at  McLoud.    Please  advise  me  as  to 
what  arrangements  you  have  made  with  reference  to  the  receipt  of  a  telegram, 
and  after  conferring  with  Mr.  Bentley,  inform  me  if  the  matter  is  satisfactory. 
Yours, 

Chesteb    Howe, 
Per  M.  J. 

We  also  offer  in  evidence  letter  of  Chester  Howe  to  M.  J.  Bentley. 
dated  Washington,  D.  C,  January  29,  1902 : 

The  Secretary  has* returned  the  Hampton  case  for  further  investigation  as  to 
where  that  patent  went.  In  his  letter  he  said  there  is  no  jwsitive  evidence  that 
the  two  imrties  nameil  are  the  same  person.  Allen  read  me  part  of  the  evi- 
dence and  made  the  remark  that  they  were  ver>'  anxious  to  caucel  an  Indian 
allotment  at  times,  and  at  other  times  they  displayed  no  anxiety  whatever.  He 
seemed  put  out  about  it,  and  I  asked  him  if  he  would  not  phone  over  to  Bender 
and  have  a  talk  with  him  about  the  case.  He  agreed  to  do  so,  but  he  is  just 
about  sick  to-day.  He  has  been  absent  from  his  desk  for  two  days  and  told  me 
that  he  would  lay  the  matter  aside  imtil  he  felt  better,  and  then  look  after  it 

Advise  Hampton  and  keep  me  posted  with  regard  to  this  matter. 

Is  that  your  signature? 
Mr.  Howe.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  I  now  offer  in  evidence  this  letter  of  Chester  Howe  to 
Hampton,  dated  September  22, 1902 : 

I  wrote  to  Mr.  Bentley  about  your  case  quite  fully  some  little  time  ago,  but 
in  response  to  a  letter  from  J.  H.  Everest,  of  Oklahoma  City,  I  have  adviaed 
him  fully  to-day,  and  you  had  better  go  and  see  Everest  and  consult  with  him 
about  the  situation. 

The  Chairman.  ^Vho  was  the  lawyer  you  spoke  of  1 
Mr.  How^E.  J.  H.  Everest. 

At  12  o'clock  m.  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  p.  m. 

Chester  A.  Howe  recalled  for  further  examination. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  used  an  expression  in  which  you  said  the  Indians 
referred  to  certain  funds  as  fi^ht  money.  What  was  that:  how  did 
you  understand  it  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  I  do  not  know  how  they  understood  it,  but  they  had  no 
funds  as  I  understood  down  there.  They  had  been  up  here  once  or 
twice  or  three  times  to  Washington  to  present  their  matters  to  the 
officers  of  the  Government,  and  they  had  to  have  funds  to  pay  railroad 
fare  and  board,  and  when  they  came  the  first  and  second  time  they 
got  that  money  in  contributions,  I  think,  I  think  once  or  twice  by 
allowance  from  the  Department,  thoy  got  that  expense  fund,  and  in 
talking  to  me  the  Indians  said  this  is  fight  money,  protesting  against 
the  conditions  as  they  were  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  if  I  understand  that,  that  was  the  dissatisfied 
Kickapoos  who  made  frequent  trips  here  complaining  about  allot- 
ments ? 

Mr.  Howe.  Yes,  sir;  originally  about  allotments  or  about  their 
treaty  and  about  the  price  paid  for  their  lands,  and  generally  protest- 
ing against  conditions;  those  were  the  Kicking  Kickapoos. 

Mr.  Embry.  WTien  did  they  begin  making  trips  up  here,  during  the 
+ime  Bentley  was  agent? 
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Mr.  Howe.  Yes,  sir;  but  before  my  connection  began  with  them  in 
1898. 

Mr.  Embry.  Was  it  in  that  connection  that  you  advised  Mr.  Bentley 
to  get  this  money  out  of  this  cancellation  of  allotments? 

Mr.  Ho^^^E.  It  was  in  connection  with  the  conmion  fund,  and  they 
were  not  getting  anything. 

Mr.  Embry.  It  was  to  replenish  the  light  fund;  it  was  to  go  into 
that,  was  it  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  My  suggestion  was  to  get  something  out  of  it,  and  that 
was  the  only  fund  they  had.  I  never  called  it  fight  fund;  that  was 
the  term  as  they  knew  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  say  you  always  advised  some*  one  to  go  on  the 
allotments  and  make  improvements  that  their  settlement  might 
attach? 

Mr.  Howe.  \Mien  I  saw  the  parties  personally ;  yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Embry.  You  do  not  know  what  advice  Hampton  had  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  Xo,  sir;  I  did  not  advise  him  personally  or  see  him, 
I  think,  until  after  the  action  had  been  taken,  but  at  least  to  hold  along 
in  the  case  some  time  when  I  was  down  there. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  report  of  Mr.  Dixon, 
in  which  he  represented  that  Mr.  Davis  had  stated  to  him  at  Shaw- 
nee that  he  had  deposited  or  had  agreed  to  pay  Perry  Rodkey  $1,000 
in  the  event  he  secured  a  homestead  entry  or  an  Indian  allotment  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  I  do. 

Mr.  Embry.  Wliat  do  you  know  about  that  Davis  contest? 

Mr.  Howe.  The  Davis  contest  was  a  Shawnee  contest  which  Avas 
brought  in  the  name  of  a  woman,  Claudel  Davis,  a  daughter  of  a 
man  who  did  the  corresponding  and  talking,  and  was  against  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Thecowsa  family.  I  was  employed  in  that  contest  by  J. 
H.  Everest,  and  there  Was  no  retainer  fee  paid  in  it.  After  the  con- 
test had  been  practically  closed — at  least  I  was  in  the  Indian  Office 
one  day  and  my  attention  was  directed  to  a  report  of  a  special  agent, 
and  since  being  here  at  this  hearing,  I  think  it  was  Dixon  referring 
to  a  statement  made  by  this  father  with  relation  to  the  depositing 
of  a  fee  somewhere  and  connecting  M.  J.  Bentley  with  that  contract 
in  some  way — I  do  not  remember  the  exact  details.  I  know  that  I 
announced  then  and  there,  assuming  that  to  be  correct,  that  I  would 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  contest  in  any  manner,  shape  or 
form;  that  tne  man,  if  he  was  a  rascal,  was  not  the  kind  of  client 
that  I  wanted,  and,  if  he  was  not,  he  was  probably,  to  use  strong 
language,  a  liar  or  a  fool.  W.  S.  Field  was  there  in  my  office  at  the 
time;  he  went  to  Shawnee  within  a  day  or  very  soon  thereafter,  and 
he  came  back  and  reported  that  he  had  seen  Davis  at  Shawnee  and 
Davis  had  talked  with  him  and  denied  making  the  statement.  But 
the  contest  closed,  at  any  rate,  soon  after,  and  the  party  who  con- 
tested was  a  woman,  and  she  married  and  tnereby  became  disqualified 
as  a  homestead  entryman  and  could  not  make  the  entry  if  it  had  been 
cancelled,  and  the  case  failed.     I  know  nothing  of  the' facts. 

Mr.  Embry.  If  the  statement  made  was  true  that  Davis  had  agreed 
to  pay  a  thousand  dollars  on  cancellation  or  securing  homestead  entry, 
was  that  any  different  arrangement  from  the  kind  you  had  advised 
Mr.  Bentley  to  make  ? 

Mr.  Howe.  Xo,  sir. 
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Mr.  Embry.  What  distinction  do  you  make  l)etween  the  two 
methods? 

Mr.  Howe.  The  statement,  as  I  understood  it — I  have  not  seen  it 
since,  but  the  statement  I  understood  reflected  upon  someone's  integ- 
rity— as  stated,  I  have  not  seen  this  statement.  You  said  something 
about  it,  but  I  did  not  read  it.  There  was  something  in  that  state- 
ment at  that  time  that  I  objected  to,  and  if  that  is  the  statement  made 
by  me  it  is  the  one  I  spoke  of;  I  do  not  know  that  I  even  read  it  at 
the  time. 

Mr.  Bentley.  If  vou  will  pardon  me,  Mr.  Embry,  to  make  the 
record  clear  I'wouhf  like  to  ask  Mr.  Howe  a  question.  You  never 
understood  that  I  had  any  knowledge  of  that  contest  or  had  any  in- 
tei-est  in  that,  did  you  i 

Mr.  Howe.  Xo,  sir;  I  did  not.  I  want  to  make  anotlier  distinction, 
too.  This  was  a  Shawnee  case,  it  was  not  a  Kickapoo  case.  Bentley 
was  not  agent  for  those  people  at  all;  this  was  the  WTiite  Turkey 
band. 

Senator  Curtis.  The  Big  Jim  band  was  the  onlv  band  under  vou, 
Mr.  Bentley? 

Mr.  Bentley.  Yes,  sir:  I  never  had  any  jurisdiction  over  this  land. 
I  was  detailed  once  as  a  sj^ecial  agent  of  the  Government  to  look  up  a 
special  matter  with  relation  to  it,  but  they  were  not  under  my  juris- 
diction. 

^Ir.  Embry.  Now  you  say  that  the  White  Turkev  band  was  not  un- 
der your  jurisdicti(m  as  assistant  United  States  Indian  agent? 

Mr.  Bentley.  No,  sir;  my  jurisdiction  only  extended  to  those  known 
and  distinguished  as  the  Big  Jim  band — the  minority  band. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  were  thp  others  under? 

Mr.  Bexti.ey.  They  were  under  Lee  Patrick.  In  that  connection  I 
want  to  say  that  the  land  which  later  became  my  homestead  was  not  in 
my  jurisdiction  when  I  was  agent. 

ifr.  Embry.  You  assumed  to  make  a  lease  on  that,  did  you  not? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  assumed  to  make  a  lease  on  it  afterwards  and 
aaserted  jurisdiction  from  the  fact  that  the  land  had  be«n  heired  by 
a  Big  Jim  Indian,  but  I  never  asserted  any  jurisdiction  until  it  had 
changed  from  one  band  to  another,  and  then  I  wanted  the  man  who 
lived  on  it  to  make  a  lease  through  me,  but  it  had  already  been  leased 
to  Lee  Patrick's  father-in-law  by  the  Sac  and  Fox  a^ent.  But  until 
after  the  time  of  the  contest  I  never  asserted  any  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Embry.  Now,  Mr.  Howe,  is  that  the  statement  to  which  your 
attention  was  formerly  called  just  a  few  minutes  ago? 

Mr.  Howe.  Yes,  sir :  I  presume  it  is.  Of  course  I  do  not  remem- 
ber the  language  or  anything  of  that  kind,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
I  saw  it. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  is  the  phase  of  that  statement  that  induced  you 
to  make  the  remarks  you  dia  that  you  would  have  no  further  connec- 
tion with  it? 

Mr.  Howe.  Well,  the  man  states  here  that,  when  questioned 
whether  the  deposit  was  made  in  favor  of  Mr.  Bentley,  he  said  "  Oh, 
no;"  that  Mr.  Rodkey  was  only  a  go-between  and  that  Mr.  Bentley 
was  a  rascal  and  no  reputable  citizen  would  trust  him,  and  puts  him- 
self in  the  position  of  doing  something  that  the  party  himself  con- 
sidered to  be  wrong  and  improper  at  the  time.    Instead  of  making  a 
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straight  open  contract  for  the  demand  of  an  attorney; 's  fee  in  the 
event  reasonable  and  proper  work  was  done,  and  I  think  most  any 
reputable  attorney  would  take  umbrage  and  object  to  helping  a  man 
who  believed  himself  was  engaged  in  a  disreputable  deal,  as  indi- 
cated by  that  statement,  and  I  assume,  without  going  back  into  the 
details,  that  that  was  perhaps  my  reason  for  making  the  statement 
I  did  or  sent  him  word  I  dici,  which  was  practically  what  was  done. 
I  want  to  say  further  that  in  that  case  before  thfs  came  up  I  had 
requested  Davis  or  J.  H.  Everest,  I  do  not  know  which,  when  I  was 
on  a  trip  to  Oklahoma,  to  have  M.  J.  Bentley  go  to  Texas,  San  An- 
tonio is  my  recollection  now,  and  to  the  vicinity  of  Tankersley's  ranch 
and  take  some  depositions  down  there,  tending  tp  prove  the  death 
of  the  allottee  at  the  time  it  is  alleged  to  have  occurred.  If  I  am 
right  about  this,  this  was  tlie  son  of  Thecowsa.  or  nephew,  who  was 
supposed  to  have  died  of  smallpox  and  to  have  been  buried  on  Tank- 
ersley's ranch  prior  to  the  allotment  of  the  Shawnees  in  Oklahoma, 
and  Bentley  had  made  an  inva^tigation  in  the  Thecowsa  case  prior 
to  that  time  and  would  therefore  know  where  to  go,  that  is,  where 
the  people  were,  the  vicinity  or  location,  and  as  it  was  plain  that 
this  proof  should  be  recorded,  he  could  go  better  and  cheaper  and 
get  the  proof.    I  think  he  wont,  but  I  do  not  remember. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  contract  of  land 
which  Mr.  Bentley  secured  as  a  homestead  down  there — a  contest? 

Mr.  Howe.  ^\'iil  you  name  the  tract,  was  it  an  Indian  allotment 
cancellation  ? 

Mr.  Embry.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Howe.  Which  one  was  it? 

Mr.  Bentley.  I  forget  the  name  of  the  allottee. 

Mr.  Embry.  Who  contested  it? 

Mr.  Howe.  Lyle,  and  half  a  dozen  others. 

Mr.  Embry.  What  do  you  know  about  that  case? 

Mr.  Howe.  I  Avas  attorney  in  the  case  of  Lyle  r.  Little  Charley. 
I  was  attorney  for  Lyle  and  employed  by  him  to  work — in  the  first 
place,  although  I  did  not  make  any  of  the  financial  arrangements  I 
sent  that  case  to  J.  H.  Everest.  Lyle  personally  employed  me  Avhen 
I  was  at  Shawnee  on  a  trip,  and  I  told  him  to  go  to  Mr.  Everest 
and  employ  him  locally  if  Everest  was  a  satisfactory  party  to  him, 
and  he  was.  The  entry  was  probably  cancelled,  and  I  was  absent 
from  the  city  and  did  hot  telegraph  Lyle.  A  man  by  the  name  of 
Berry,  who  was  on  the  land  as  a  renter,  contested  Lyle  on  a  prior 
settlement  case,  and  I  had  a  prior  settlement  contest  between  Lyle 
and  Berry  subsequently  through  the  Land  Office,  and  Lyle  was  suc- 
cessful in  that  and  made  his  enti-y. 

Mr.  Embry.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  financial  arrange- 
ments made  by  Lyle,  if  any? 

Mr.  Howe.  Well,  yes,  sir,  of  this  question;  that  is,  I  did  not  get 
my  fees  out  of  it,  and  I  had  some  disagreements  with  Mr.  Everest 
about  the  fact,  l)ecause  I  think  he  was  paid  and  I  was  not,  but  we  did 
not  disagree  badly  for  this  reason :  he  collected  his  fees  and  did  not 
collect  mine,  and  I  thought  he  should  have  done  so — that  was  all. 

Mr.  Embry.  Is  there  any  further  statement  that  you  desire  to  make 
as  to  this  letter  that  was  supposed  to  have  been  sent  from  Muzquiz, 
bearing  the  signatures  of  Noten,  We-ha-niah,  asking  that  certain 
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moneys  be  sent  to  Eagle  Pass,  Tex.,  for  payment,  to  which  your  atten- 
tion has  been  called  ?  Do  you  desire  to  make  any  further  statement 
besides  what  you  have  already  made  in  the  record? 

Mr.  Howe.  None,  except  to  say  that  I  know  nothing  about  the 
letter  further  than  I  stated  in  my  former  testimony:  and  I  do  not 
understand  that  there  is  any  allegation  there  that  the  parties  were 
not  entitled  to  the  money  or  that  they  did  not  receive  it.  It  seems 
from  the  statement  made  and  attached  to  that  letter  that  this  letter 
as  it  stands  was  written  in  my  office.  Such  seems  to  be  the  inference, 
and  whether  it  was  sent  down  there  for  signature  or  how  the  matter 
was  arranged  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever.  It  is  not  charged  that 
I  know  anything  about  it,  and  I  do  not.  The  letter  came  to  me  in 
the  regular  order;  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Bentley  handed  it  to 
me  or  whether  it  came  in  the  mail.  I  filed  it  in  mv  office  together 
with  the  letter  asking  for  the  remittance  of  that  fund,  and  every 
statement  I  made  in  that  letter  filed  in  the  Indian  Office  at  that  time 
was  literally,  absolutely,  and  wholly  true  as  far  as  I  knew  at  the  time 
and  so  far  as  I  now  know.  The  woman  was  old  and  blind  or  nearly 
so.  I  assume  she  was  in  want  of  the  money,  so  far  as  I  know,  that 
went  to  her  at  J^agle  Pass,  although  I  have  no  personal  knowledge 
of  that. 

Mr.  Embry.  That  is  all  I  care  to  ask. 

At  4  o'clock  p.  m.  the  subcommittee  adjourned,  the  chairman 
announcing  the  close  of  the  testimony. 
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